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Tomorrow is Good Friday.

As I’ve been thinking about the event that exists at the very heart of our identity as
Christians, I’ve found my mind drifting to the current state of the Body of Christ. There’s no
way to gently put it, so I’ll be blunt. I am deeply troubled, my heart is breaking and my soul
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is distressed. The reason is simple. I don’t see much evidence that we really think we need
a Savior.

Rather, I see something quite distressing. We have become a church that is concerned with
almost everything but Jesus. If you have any doubt, look at how we spend our time and
energy. We are so shaped by the political and ideological wars going on around us that we
see each other primarily through the lens of secular culture, instead of as brothers and
sisters in Christ. We are so much part of a polarized world that we accept as normal the
demonization of others with whom we disagree, instead of seeing them through our
common relationship with Jesus Christ. We have become so self-centered that we are
convinced the church’s primary role is to cater to our wishes and make us comfortable,
instead of seeking to carry out the will of God. We �ght so much about whether the people
we want to help are worthy of our help that we become self-righteous, instead of taking
seriously Jesus’ words in Matthew 25. We are so hell-bent on arguing whether we should
have to wear masks that we spend much of our time engaging in internal combat, instead
of spending our time reaching out to people so they can get to know Jesus as their
personal Savior and invite him to be Lord of their lives.

To put it simply, we have lost our passion for Jesus’ passion on the cross. Of course, I’m
realistic enough to understand that this statement will probably be greeted with a
metaphorical shrug of the shoulders. But the fact of the matter is that we do need a
Savior. Whether we think we do or not. And we need one right now.

But I have hope even though things seem bleak. Indeed, more hope than I can begin to
describe. That’s because there are signs all around that the Holy Spirit is at work right now
stirring us up so we will be laser-focused on Jesus who died for us so that we will
experience the fullness of his unconditional, invitational and transformational love. Not
just so we can experience forgiveness, healing, joy and hope. But so that we can be part of
Jesus’ mission of unleashing grace that transforms lives, communities and the world.

Indeed, tomorrow is Good Friday. It will be a somber day �lled with mystery that cannot be
explained and power that changes everything. I pray that this Good Friday will help us
realize – perhaps for the �rst time, or perhaps for the �rst time in a long time – just how
much we need a Savior named Jesus.
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