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The Rev. Ed Matthews (center), pastor of Lakeside Church, Pine Bluff,
was among pastors from several conferences attending the recent series of
Field Instructors’ Institutes at Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, Tex.
With Matthews are the Rev. Jim Gwaltney (left), associate director of the
Perkins Intern Program, and the Rev. Dick Murray (right), director of Con-

tinuing Education at Perkins.

The institutes are training sessions which

certify ministers as field instructors for the Perkins Intern Program.
Through this Program, pastors and congregations participate directly -in
the education of young men and women for the Christian ministry.
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Little Rock Conference Council on

Ministries announces priorities

In a series of working sessions the
Council on Ministries of the Little
Rock Annual Conference has develop-
ed a set of objectives and priorities
to be submitted for the consideration
of the Annual Conference during its
May 28-31 session, according to the
Rev. AIf A. Eason, Council director.
The sessions will be held at First Uni-
ted Methodist Church in Hot Springs.

Strategies for meeting the objectives
and priorities listed below will be de-
termined by the Responsibility Group
(indicated in parenthescs) z}nfi .the
Conference Council on Ministries.
Scheduling of events will be arranged
by the Responsibility Group, the Con-
ference Council on Ministries,_ and the
Council director, The priorities are
suggested for implementation during
the 1974 calendar year,

I. PURPOSE: The purpose of the
Little Rock Conference shall be:

1. To proclaim the gospel of Christ;
2. To challenge our own members to
a deeper involvement with God; 3. To
train leadership that the program of
the local church may be enhanced; 4.

To listen and learn from all individuals
and groups that seck a voice in their
own destiny; 5. To participate in ecu-
menical activity with the recognition
that Christianity encompasscs more
than any single denomination; 6, To
seck justice for all humankind under
God; 7. To labor for peace that re-
flects God’s harmony with the world,;
8. To develop a workable plan for
fulfilling these purposes.

IL. PRIORITIES;

Basic Priority 1 — Commitment,
Renewal and Nurture;

1. A strong program of evangelism
with active ministerial and lay partici-
pation. (Board of Evangelism); 2. The
recruiting and training of Confirma-
tion Classes in each Jocal church on an
annual basis (Board of Evangelism);
3. The development of 3 program of
Christian  Education involving the
training of teams from each district in
a conference-wide coaching conference
—the district teams wil] then train
leaders in the local churches (Board of
Education —  Conference Council
Staff),

Basic Priority II — New Ways -of
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Operation in the Church: f} . /
I. 'The Annual Conference makes ) ’ !
firm commitment to implement pro- ¢ ;o
grams through organization of and the | RS :
practicai usc of District Councils on SNSRI Al it

Ministrics  (Conference Council —
Cabincet -—— District Councils); 2, Com-
munication: A. New ways of listening
to the local church (The Listening Pro-
cess: Questionnaires, the bishop, the
district supcrintendents, the Conference
Council staff, the board and agency
chairmen, and the Council on Minis-
triecs — Local, District, Conference);
B. New ways of communicating to the
local church (Conference Council,
Conference Council Staff, publications,
Cabinet, District Councils on Minis-
tries, Boards and Agencies); 3. The use
of Conference and General Boards as
resource personnel (Conference Coun-
cil Staff); 4. Clarification of initiating
and implementing responsibility in pro-
gram (Annual Conference Structure
Committec — Discipline); 5. An ac-
tive effort to serve the churches better
through Parish Development (Board of
Missions — Task Group who attended
Kansas City mecting — Area Commis-
sion on Religion and Race); 6. The
provision of missionary cducation, in-
terpretation, and promotion (The Cab-
inet — the Conference Council Staff—
Board of Missions); 7. Ecumenical Ac-
tivity: Arkansas Council, schools, and
conferences (Commission on Ecumeni-
cal Affairs); 8. Recruitment for Church
Related Occupations (Commission on
Enlistment — Board of the Ministry);
9. Celebration of 50th Anniversary,
Mt. Scquoyah, June 24-28, 1973
(Conference Council Staff — Bishop).

Basic Priority III — A relevant, liv-
ing theology, that confirms belief in

Please turn to page 5

Arkansas Pastors’
School set for
Sept. 10-13

Plans have been completed for the
annual Arkansas Pastors’ Schoo] sche-
duled to be held at Hendrix College
in Conway, Scpt, 10-13, according to
the Rev. Owen Beck of Stuttgart, dcan
of the school,

Dr. Ira B, Loud, pastor of St. Paul
United Methodist Church, Dallas, Tex.,
will be the preacher for the Pastors’
School Week.

The teaching staff for the school and
their subjects wil] include:

Dr. Emerson §. Colaw, pastor of
Hyde Park Community United Meth-
odist Church, Cincinnati, 0., “Doc-
trinal Standards of the United Meth-
odist Church;”

Thomas E. Sparks

Hendrix Alumni
Association elects

Fordyce attorney

Thomas E. Sparks, a Fordyce attor-
ney and state representative, was in-
stalled as president of the Board of
Governors of the Hendrix College
Alumni Association during the April
28 annual Alumni Day luncheon.

Sparks was born in Crossett, Ark.,
and received the bachelor of arts de.
gree from Hendrix in 1932, He re-
ceived his LL.B, from Washington and
Lee University in 1935,

The same year he was admitted to
the Arkansas Bar and has practiced
law in Fordyce since that time. He is
president of the Benton Casket Manu-
facturing Company, Inc. and the Ben-
ton Furniture Company, Inc. and other
related H. B. Benton Companies of
Fordyce.

He is a member of the Arkansas
Trial Lawyers Association and the
State Democratic Committee, and is
past president of the Fordyce Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Sparks succeeds Ken Parker of Lit-
tle Rock, who served a two-year term
of office. '

Four individuals recejved “Distin-
guished Alumni” awards at the meet-
ing. They were Dr. Frank B. Davis,

head of the speech department at Au- .

burn University; Jon B, Riffel, vice-
president of the Southern California
Gas Co., Dr. Ada L. Ryland, a senior
research chemist with DuPont Chemi-
cal Co., and George W. Wells Jr., for-
mer manager of QK Storage and
Transfer Co.
'S

Dean Francis Christic of Hendrix
College, Conway — “Christian Begin-
nings: The Book of Acts;”

Dr. Virgil W. Sexton, assistant gen-
cral secretary of the General Council
on Ministries of the United Methodist
Church, Dayton, O.—*“Process Plan-
ning in the Local Church;”

Dr. John R, Brokhoff, professor of
homiletics, Candler School of Theo-
logy, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.
—Preaching.”

The Hendrix gymnasium will be
open for the pastors’ use and plans are

being made for a volley ball Round
Robin,

[
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Arkadelphia churches cooperate

in variety of service projects

As part of its Key '73 Program, the
First United Mcthodist Church of Ar-
kadelphia has entered into a coopera-
tive venture with the First Baptist, the
First Presbyterian, and St. Michael’s
Episcopal churches to coordinate com-
munity scrvice projects.

Laymen have been elected from
each church and form a Council
of Twelve. Projects such as: The Be-
nevolent Housc formerly staffed and
operated by First Baptist; the Pantry
which supplics food for transicnts and
distressed familics within the commun-
ity which was opecrated by First United
Methodist; the Mother’s Day Out pro-
gram which has been sponsored by
First Presbyterian and First United
Mecthodist jointly, and many other
projects arc now a cooperative ven-
ture with people from ecach church
participating in all projects.

The Council of Twelve recently co-
operated with the Children’s Colony
dircctor, Mr. Lorenzen, and the Ross
Foundation in setting up Group Liv-
ing, Inc., a scparate, non-profit cor-
poration which will operate two half-
way homes for the mentally retarded
who have been trained at the Chil-
dren’s Colony for public employment,
but have no supportive place to stay.

Onc of the homes is for young
men, and one for young women. These
homes have been secured and are un-
dergoing renovation. An carly opening
date is anticipated.

A radio program called “Candles
in the Rain” is sponsored by the four
churches each Thursday night from 7-
8 p.m. for the purpose of discussing
community cvents and interviewing

United Methodist
Heritage Tour

for Arkansans

United Methodists of the Little
Rock and the North Arkansas Con-
ferences are invited to share the in-
spirational experience of a nine-day
United Methodist Heritage Tour of

England this Fall. Dr. Earl Hughes,

pastor of First United Methodist
Church, Forrest City, will provide
Arca leadership for the tour group
which is scheduled to depart from
Shreveport, La. on Nov. 19.

Bishop Eugene M. Frank, has given
his endorsement to this ‘“‘powerful
spiritual experience.”

Dr. Hughes is one of 14 members
from across the country who serve on
the Methodist Heritage Advisory
Board, sponsoring agency for the an-
nual tour. Hughes said, “Every Meth-
odist longs for the day when he can
visit the land and churches of the Wes-
leys and Asbury. It is my prayer that
as we visit the birthplace of Metho-
dism and follow the path of the Wes-
leys that the events of history will be
authenticated in our lives.”

Cost of the trip will be $499. Inter-
ested United Methodists should write
Dr. Earl Hughes, 620 E. Broadway,
Forrest City, Ark. 72335, or tele-
phone (501) 633-2280 or 633-1094
for more complete information.
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community leaders, with opportunity
for audience questions and participa-
tion. This is an attempt to communi~
cate a joint concern for the com-
munity’s welfare.

Projects such as hot-lines dealing
with narcotics, suicides and personal
troubles are being worked out. Plans
arc being made to aid distressed fam-
ilies in case of fire, flood, etc. A city-
wide telephone set-up that would
check on the elderly, the sick and the
shut-ins daily is another project in
process. -

This is a lay venture supported by
the four ministers who sct it up: the
Rev. Dan Blake of First Baptist, the
Rev. Joe Sheeler of First Presbyterian,
Dr. John P. Miles of First Methodist
and Father Horton of St. Michaels
Episcopal Churche‘?r.

Breakfast meeting
to honor chaplains

A breakfast honoring all chaplains
inthe United Methodistconnection will
be held at 7 a.m, Tuesday, June 5 at
Wyatt’s Cafeteria on the Mall in Jones-
boro. The breakfast is Dutch Treat,
and all interested persons are invited.

Col. Robert B. Howerton, Jr, is in
charge of the event and Dr. A. Purnell
Bailey, exccutive secrctary of the Uni-
ted Methodist Commission on Chap-
lains, will be the speaker for the oc-
casion,

t

News in Brief

Richard W. Pearce has been elected
president of Methodist College of Fay-
etteville, N. C., succeeding Dr. L. Stacy
Weaver who is retiring. Dr. Pearce has
been vice-president and dean of Flor-
ida Southern Colle%e, Lakeland,

Eight members of the Hendrix College Cl

Mrs. Richard (Susan) Muha has been
employed as full-time Program
Coordinator at Aldersgate Methodist
Camp, Little Rock. A native of
Georgia, Mrs. Muha holds the B.S.
Ed. Degree from the University of
Georgia at Athens, and has more
recently received her Masters’
degree in Health Education from
State College of Arkansas. She has
previously. been employed as as-
sistant youth director of Recreation
Services at Little Rock Air Force
Base, and for four summers served
as assistant manager of Swimming
Complex in Warner Robins, Ga. In
addition she has had camping ex-
perience at Aldersgate Village on
St. Simons Island, Ga. Mrs. Muha
and her husband are members
of First United Methodist Church
at Jacksonville.

T

According to a Religious News Ser-
vice dispatch, election officials in Hol-
ly Springs, Miss., have been charged
by the U. S. with illegally refusing to
register 47 qualified black students at
United Methodist-r;lated Rust College.

= A = :
ass of 1923 who were honored at

recent Alumni Day celebration. (From left) Lewis Cabe, Gurdon; Hilliard
Stroud, McGehee; Myrae Wills Greer, Bakersfield, Calif.; Ewing Pyeatt,
Searcy; Dr. Clifford Blackburn, North Little Rock; Dr. Margaret Pittman,

Washington, D. C.; Dr. Ellis Mosley,

Little Rock.

Batesville, and Eugene Stewart,

Church School

workers’ training

event at Sequoyah

A Laboratory T;lzli11i11g Enterprise
for the Ministry of the Church School
will be held July 1-6, at Mt. Sequoyah
Assembly, Fayetteville, Ark.

Sponsored by the South Central Jur-
isdiction Council on Ministries of the
United Methodist Church, the Enter-
prise provides leadership training for

workers with children, youth, adults,"

library, and weckday kindergarten. A
Seminar for prospective Laboratory
leaders will also be held (Prerequisites
include attendance at two previous
Labs.) The Weekday Kindergarten
and Scminar sessions begin June 30.

Resource  persons  will include:
LEADERS OF CHILDREN — Har-
dy Tippett, Houston, Tex.; the Rev.
Richard Monroe, Nashville, Tenn,;
the Rev. Robert Havens, St. Paul,
Minn.; Jose Bove, Coral Gables, Fla.;
Miss LaDonna Bogardus, Nashville,
Tenn.; Mrs. L. L. Hackler, Bartles-
ville, Okla.;

LEADERS OF YOUTH—the Rev.
James Pomeroy, Jamestown, N. D
the Rev. David Chaney, DeKalb, 11L;
the Rev. Cliff Kolb, Jr., Nashville,
Tenn.;

LEADERS OF ADULTS — the
Rev. Gene Rushing, Denver, Colo.;
Miss Martha Jones, Nashville, Tenn.;

SEMINAR FOR PROSPECTIVE
LABORATORY LEADERS — Miss
Nancy Eastridge, Wichita, Kans.; Miss
Aileen M. Sanborn, Nashville, Tenn.;
AUDIO VISUALS — L. L. Hackler,
Bartlesville, Okla.

Registration Fees are as follows:
Adults — Lab Classes: $35; Lab and
Seminar: $50; Youth (Grades 7-12
Fall 1972) — $10; Children — $6.

Fees should be sent to your Con-
ference Council Director: Little Rock
— the Rev. Alf A. Eason, 715 Center
St., Little Rock 72201; North Arkan-
sas — Dr. Harold D. Eggensperger,
715 Center St., Little Rock, 72201.
Room deposits of $2.50 per person
should go to Room Registrar, Mt. Se-
quoyah Methodist Assembly, Fayette-
ville, 72701.

T

Bradford D. Ansley. Ir., Engle-
wood, N. J., chairman of the board of
Piedmont Capital Corp., has been
elected chairman of the board of trus-
tees of the National Methodist Foun-
dation for Christian Higher Education
chartered in 1966 to obtain greater un-
derstanding and support for United
Methodist-related schools and campus
ministries. .

3

ANNOUNCEMENT \
The Alumni of Perkins School |
of Theology, in attendance at the
Little Rock Annual Conference,
which will be held at First United
Methodist Church, Hot Springs,
are requested to meet at the rear
of the sanctuary, Tuesday even-
ing, May 29th, immediately fol-
lowing the worship service. The
purpose of this meeting is to se-
Ject a representative to the Alum-
ni Council. There will be a rep-
resentative from Perkins to greet
the Alumni.

—
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P erhaps the most famous
paintings of mothers were paint-
ed generations apart, One of
them was by James McNeil
Whistler of his mother. He called
it, “Arrangement in Grey and
Black,” and it has come to sym-
bolize the dignity and paticnce of
motherhood. It shows this mother
sitting there gravely and quictly,
as though having carned the right
to rest.

The other portrait is onc paint-
ed by the great artist Raphael,
this one called “The Madonna
of the Chair.” It is said to have
been painted when the artist visi-
ted a poor cottage. There he saw
a young mother sitting in a chair
clasping her baby in her arms.
Raphael thought” he had never
seen anything so beautiful, He
looked around for somcthing on
which to draw a picture. All he
saw was the round head of an
old wine-cask. On that he sketch-
cd the figures with a pencil, and
afterwards painted in the colors.

One day a young woman
stood before these two portraits
as they hung in an art gallery.
She first looked at onc picture
and then the other — mother-
hood at the two extremes: in the
sunset years and happily clasp-
ing a baby. Then she turned to
another person standing by and
said, “Women like that arc sure
out of style today.”

She undoubtedly made a wisc
observation. There can be no
doubt that these paintings do not
represent the kinds of women we
give our attention to in our day.
The most widely viewed pictures
of women in American life now
arc those of Carrol Baker, Eliza-
beth Taylor or Bridgette Bardot.
They are referred to as our “mod-
ern sex symbol.” We might in-
terpret this as just a passing
phase, but it is much more than
that. Whether we like it or not,
it is the kind of womanhood that
is lifted before the young people
of our day. )

At the risk of being archaic
and old-fashioned, I want to re-
fer to one of the most beautiful
and appropriate descriptions of a
good woman that has ever been
written, You will find it in the
31st chapter of Proverbs.

“A good woman who can find?
She is far more precious than
jewels,
The heart of her
trusts in her,
and he will have no lack of
gain,
She does him good, and not
harm, )
all the days of her lifec.
She seeks wool and flax
and works with willing hands.
She is like the ships of the
merchant, :
she brings her food from afar.
She rises while it is yet night
and provides food for her
houschold . .
and tasks for her maidens.
(10-15)

The good woman is first of
all lifted up as one who willingly
and faithfully knows how to
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Are Good Women Out of Style?

work. She provides for her fam-
ily the things necessary for com-
fort and strength, Her ability to
labor is regarded as one of the
brightest of her virtues,

Truly this is an aspect that
might scem to be out of style.
Who teaches their daughters to-
day that they are to prepare for
a life of work? Labor-saving dc-
vices are considered to be the
thing today. “More time” is the
watchword. One of the pathetic
goals which has been imposed
upon us is the onc that says:
“Have more time to get away
from the home.” ’

The question is: More time for
what? If it is just more time to
g0 out and find time-killing ac-
tivities, it is tragedy indeed, If
it’s more time to usc life produc-
tively and uscfully, if it’s more
time to enable onc to be a better
wife and mother, then it’s good
time.

Leisure  and responsibility
should be thought of together to-
day. In a well-ordered life they
should be blended harmoniously.
For many today work is a dis-
agreeable necessity; a  mere
means of doing what has to be
done. Leisure is the great aim
and goal of most people,

But I say to you: It takes more
character to rightly use leisure
time. In our affluent socicty, we
have the time and money to play
to our hearts content. Unless we
have the right kind of character,
we will find ourselves playing
and leaving undone some of the
truly fine things our lives can
accomplish,

A woman who can play cards
or golf or swim or g0 to parties
three or four days a weck, but
has only a smali percentage of
that time to give to service and
church activities, will do well to
look at the shallowness of her
character. Leisure time has bo-
comc a threat to her sou] rather
than a blessing to her existence.

A good woman is first of all
one who fulfills her everyday re-
sponsibilities, .

II
“Strength and dignity are her
clothing,
and she laughs at the time to
come,
She opens her mouth with wis-
dom,

and the teaching of kindness

is on her tongue,

She looks well to the ways of

her houschold,

and does not eat the bread of

idleness.” (25-27)

Next we find that a good wom-
an is one who teaches. She secs
herself as not just a house-keep-
er, but she is a home-maker and
a life-maker. Wisdom is in her
mouth and kindness is taught by
her tongue!

. The teacher is the home! Here
IS a role that every woman ijs
meant to assume, We remember
Suzannah Wesley with 19 chijl-
dren. Each weck it was her cus-
tom to take one hour during
which she took each child into
her room to teach him religion.

:I‘hink of it! 19 hours a week of
mnstruction!

by Dr. Alvin C. Murray
Pastor, First Church, El Dorado

Marguerite  Harmon Bro, in
the book, “When Children Ask”
cmphasizes the point that the
most important needs of children
arc overlooked when mothers do
not think of themselves as teach-
crs. The child comes to ask a
question, it can be just looked
upon as a question, or it can be
a deep, searching need.

And a good woman’s teaching
ability goes outside the home,
Where would we be if there were
ot ‘women who are willing to
give of themselves for all chil-
dren? This is a matter of the
Sunday School, the public school,
the Scouts and countless other
dreas,

Back in the gold rush days of
the 49ers, a woman named Faith
Adams died in a camp on the
gold trail within view of the Sier-
ras, So far as we know there ig
little record of her life, except
the dates of her birth and death
on a rcmote gravestone. How-
ever, she did leave other signifi-
cant markers to her memory,
When her husband decided fo
leave Connecticut in scarch of
gold, she loyally, but fearfully,
followed him, Through the long
wagon trip, she carcfully nursed
plants and seeds from her old
garden and got them to the west.
She lost a child in an Indian raid
but she went on trying to meet
the challenge. Her husband and
other men were intent on gold,
but she persuaded them to build
a home and a chape],

We don’t know much more
about Faith Adams, except that
one of the miners in later years
said she was a heroine of the
West, He wrote. “But she held
life together somehow. She had
preserved the beauty that some-
day will enrich the world.”

Wisdom in her mouth and
kindness upon her tongue! What
a wonderfu] thing to say about a
woman! Good women like this
¢an never go out of style,

“Charm s deceitful, and

beauty is vain,

But a woman who fears the

Lord is to be praised.” 30)

Here I wonder what experi-
cnce the writer of Proverbs must
have had! It is as though he is
saying, “I have been attracted
to charming and beautiful wom-
en, but I found that these things
are not so important as beauty
of soul.”

No one, I least of all, want
goody-goody or pious women,
Please deliver me from anyone
who drips religiously for all to.
sce. But to have a deep ‘fear of
the Lord’ — an abiding faith is.
an entirely different thing,

Such a faith will be apparent
to a child and a husband, They
will sce it in action, But it should
also be faith that expresses itself
and shares with the whole fam-
ily. A child should have the op-
portunity to study the Bible with
its parents. A child should have
a living witness of faith from it
parents, It isn’t enough to turn
it over to the Church or Sunday
School, they can’t tcach your
child religion and faith. They
represent part of the cffort of
the parent but that’s all,

One of the finest tributes to a
modern mother was written by
Eric Gill, a British sculptor,
about his wife. In his autobio-
graphy he penned these words:

“I had a dream in which I was
walking in hecaven with my
wife, Mary, and our children.

We met our Lord and I said

to Him, ‘This is Betty, and

this is Petra, and this is Jo-
anna, and this is Gordian.’ And

He shook hands with them all.

And then I said, ‘And this is

Mary’, And He said, ‘Oh,

Mary and I are old friends.’

What a Jovely thing! Her life
had expressed something that
came forth in this drecam — he
believed that his good wife would
be acquainted with the Lord.

“Her children risec up and call
her blessed;

her husband also, and he

praises her:

‘Many women have done ex-

cellently,

but you surpass them all’,

Give her of the fruit of her

hands,

and let her works praise her

in the gates.”

Good women may be out of
style today. If they are, God help
us! We nced them and the chil-
dren of today nced them,

We had better cast off some
of our pscudo sophistication and
call for the women of this day
to seek to be ‘good women’. And
we had better teach our daugh-
ters: “A good woman who can
find? She is far more precious

——

pastor’s name. .
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OF THE WORLD OF RELIGION
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by doris woolard

In an Easter pastoral, Archbishop Coadjutor Leo C.
Byrne, St Paul-Minncapolis, warned Christians
against any involvement in the occult, He described
the occult as “such things as astrology, witchcraft
of any kind, the worship of natural powers, and,
of coursc, any diabolical cult.” “The Christian
should never compromise his faith in Jesus Christ
as truc God and true man by an involvement in the
occult,” the archbishop wrote.

The American Hospital Assn., which embraces
7,000 hospitals, and four state hospital associa-
tions, have registered opposition to 2 bill before
the House of Representatives which would
authorize formation of unions at non-profit (in-
cluding church-related) hospitals. In a state-
ment to a special House subcommittee on la-
bor, AHA said “Our opposition to the bill is
based en the sincere kelief that the provisions
of the Nat'l, Labor Relations Act should not
be applied to hospitals or other health care in-
stitutions because strikes, picketing, and work
stoppages—basic elements in the collective bar-
gaining process under the NLRA — cannot be
tolerated in the life and death situations faced
daily by hospitals.”

The Rumanian Orthodox Church (in a Communist
country) has placed an order with-the United Bible
Socicties in London for sufficient paper to produce
100,000 Bibles on the 300-year-old printing plant
operated by the Church. The Church placed a sec-
ond order for 5,000 copics — in Braille — of the
Gospel of St. Matthew which is being produced by
a Lutheran women’s organization in the U. S.

The Greater Minneapolis Assn. of Evangeli-
cals, at its annual meeting, deplored a “relig-
jous and moral vacuum” which is developing
“n much of our educational system today.” A
resolution on “The Christian Parent and Public
Education” noted that evangelicals “believe
firmly” in separation of church and state, But,
it said, “this does not necessitate the exclusion
from our public schools of all reference to God
Who is the Supreme Object of all learning and
wisdom, and of all reference to His laws, which
must be the basis of well-being for men and for
nations.”

Bill Russell, of basketball hall-of-fame — now a
sports broadcaster — was keynote speaker during
a week-long “Festival of Black Culture” at the Air
Force Academy in Colorado Springs. He stressed
the importance of all Americans to think as citizens,
not as black, white or yellow. Advising the cadets
and their guests (which numbered 1,800) to shun
alcohol and drugs, Russell said, “You shouldn’t have
to retreat to drugs to keep from secing the truth.
Truth is the most beautiful thing in the world when
you sce it through clear cyes.”

Decreasing income from the 33 Protestant and
Orthodox Churches making up the National
Council of Churches is reported as the major
reason for cutting its Division of Church and
Society executive staff by nearly half and trim-
ming its budget by $79,000, Peggy Billings, a
top exccutive with the Women’s Division of the
United Methodist Bd. of Global Ministries, is
head of a cemmittee which will write job de-
scriptions for the reduced staff, as reordering of
priorities gets underway,
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In recognition of Israel’s 25th anniversary, the Pat

Boone. family presented a cake with 25 candles to" -
- Mayor Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem. The presentation

was made on behalf of more than 400 Christian pil-
grims during a reception held by Mayor Kollek for
the visitors to Jerusalem. “No other city in the entire
world is as important to Christians and Jews alike,”
said Boone in presenting the cake. “No other is as
rich with history of both religions. If we are to pre-
sent a birthday cake as symbolic for all of Israel,
the official representative of Jerusalem obviously is
the man who should reccive it.”

“To my present way of thinking, unrestricted
abortion—‘left up to the woman and her doc-
tor—is but one more example of the retreat
from responsibility which seems characteristic
of the times,” declared Dr. C. Eric Lincoln in
the April 25 issue of Christian Century, Dr.
Lincoln, a leading sociologist of religion, a
United. Mcthodist clergyman, and black, is
leaving his prefessorship at New York’s Union
Theological Seminary for a post at Fisk Univer-
sif- in Nashville,

Blaming technological advances for an erosion of
the human dimension of life, Father Caesar Cavig-
lia, cditor of a weckly newspaper at Henderson,
Nev., has turncd his attention to Growth Oppor-
tunities, Inc. The Reno diocesan priest said the
multi-faccted program established in that suburban
Las Vegas community to aid the poor, the aging,
the hopeless and the powerless,” is an important as-
pect in coping with the “problem of rebuilding
a person’s self-worth.”

The financial struggle of American seminaries
is far from over but a “significant first step”
toward balancing budgets was made in fiscal
1971-72, the American Assn. of Theological
Schools has reported. For more than five years,
most seminaries have been hard-hit by inflation,
rising costs, a need for higher faculty salaries
and greater demands for student aid, The AATS
has discovered that it takes nearly twice as
much money to educate a seminarian in a
school with less than 50 students than it does
in an institution having more than 500, The
1971-72 average for 13 United Methodist sem~
inaries, none over 500 and none under 50 stu-
dents, was $3,346. As a denominational group,
only the Southern Baptists showed a per stu-
dent surplus, of $192 per person, last year.

British Prime Minister Edward Heath was given “a
major disposal problem and massive food for
thought” according to a Religious News Service re-
port, when a delegation of 17 people, including two
prominent churchmen, delivered 17 bundles of pe-
titions at 10 Downing Strect. The petitions, signed
by 1,350,000 people from throughout the country,
called for a campaign for national decency. Col-
lection of the petition signatures was organized by
the Festival of Light—a nationally operating per-
manent movement which began the campaign
against pornography in 1971, An “open letter” hand-
ed to Prime Minister Heath said the organizers
were sending telegrams to the governments of the
other eight members of the European Community,
asking common action in the fight against indecency.

Judge Margaret A, Haywood, the first black
woman to serve on the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia, has been nominated to
serve as moderator of the United Church of
Christ, If elected at the denominatiqn’s June
22.26 bicnnial meeting in St. Louis, Judge
Haywood would become the first woman ever
to hold the top unsalaried slot in the two-
million-member Church.

“Focus on the Family” has been chosen as the theme
of the National Salvation Army Week, May 14-20,
to emphasize the organization’s concern for family
life. “The Salvation Army belicves that family life
is the ‘cement’ of society’ ** a spokesman said.

-RNS Photos
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Israel, now marking its 25th anniversary as a
““modern’’ nation, is a new country and an old
land, with modern cities and biblical settlements,
space-age jobs and timeless occupations. The
newness of Israel is seen in the modern port city

of Haifa (above).

The antiquity of Israel is typified by Safed, a
Galilee town best known as the city of the Cab-
bala, a mystic Jewish sect.
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Shepherds still tend their flocks on Israel’s hills.

plined army.
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Siloam Springs
pastor authors

third book

“. . . the Bible when indiscrimin-
ately used can be and has been the
source of much emotional distress.”
writes Merle Allison Johnson in his
new book, “The Kingdom Seekers,”
released May 7 by Abingdon Press.

Pastor of The United Methodist
Church of Siloam Springs and a for-
mer Baptist minister, Johnson is au-
thor of two previous books, “How to
Murder a Minister,” and “Beyond
Disenchantment,” and numerous news-
paper and magazine articles. A fre-
quent guest lecturer on college cam-
puses, Johnson has also been on sev-
eral radio and television programs.

In “The Kingdom Seckers,” John-
son provides guidelines for young
kingdom scckers with truc faith, ex-
plaining that the “grab a Bible verse”
answer is not adequate for today’s
church. He indicates the need for an
educated, historical overview of Chris-
tianity and the Bible,

“The Kingdom Seekers” is available
from Abingdon' Press, 201 8th Ave.
South, Nashville, Tennessee 37202 for
$3.75. .

PRIORITIES

Jesus Christ in terms of contemporary
attitudes and values,

1. A study of the theological posi-
tion of Methodism — Doctrinal Stand-
ards (Board of Education — Confer-
ence Council Staff — the Board of
Managers of Pastors’ School); 2. The
sctting up of Bible Conferences, Semi-
nars, and other learning experiences
(Board of Evangelism — Board of
Education); 3. The encouragement of
variety in forms of public worship
(Commission on Worship); 4. The im-
plementation of the training'prog{am
of Lay Speaking and Lay Participation.
This program will include proper cer-
tification, and utilization of those
trained (Board of the Laity — Com-
mission on Worship).

Ministry Priority I — Concern for

from page one

. Persons

1. Promotion of the Black College
Development Fund (Area Commission
on Religion and Race — Council on
Finance and Administration); 2. Con-
tinued support of the Children’s Home
(Board of Health and Welfare); 3.
Strengthening of the Ministers’ Pen-
sion Program (Board of Pensions); 4.
Salary Aid for Churches in mission
situations (Board of Missions — Com-
mission on Minimum Salary — Cabi-
net); 5. The development of a ministry
to the handicapped (Board of Health
and Welfare); 6, Promotion of Golden
Cross Sunday (Board of Health and
Welfare): 7, Program for the non-in-
stitutionalized aged persons in our
churches (Board of Health and Wel-
fare — Conference Council Staff); 8.
Encourage the plan for a proposed re-
tirement home (Board of Health and
Welfare — Aldersgate Camp); 9. Cul-
tivation of local church support of Ad-
vance Specials (Cabinet — Conference
Missionary Secretary).

Ministry Priority II — Concern for
Justice and Self-development of peo-
ples,
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Dr. Bruce Rahtjen, professor of
biblical studies at St. Pauyl School
of Theology, Kansas City, Mo., re-
cently presented a series of five
lectures at First Church, Jackson-
ville, on the origins of the New
Testament.  Dr. Rahtjen is the
author of two books, "*Scripture and
Social  Action,” and “Biblical
Truth and Modern Man." Approxi-
mately 600 persons representing
various denominations attended the
series. The Rev. Bob Edwards is
pastor of First Church.

T

1. Support of the “Bishops’ Call for
Pcace and Sclf-development of Na-
tions” (Board of Christian Social Con-
cerns — Bishop — Commission on
Ecumenical Affairs); 2. Church Exten-
sion and Special Mission Projects
(Board of Missions); 3. The inclusion
of minority representation on confer-
ence boards, institutions and agencies
(Arca Commission on Religion and
Race — the Cabinet); 4. Conduct
Consultations on Religion and Race
(Areca Commission on Religion and
Race); 5. Study of Social Principles
and introduction of the revised Social
Creed (Board of Christian Social Con-
cerns),

Ministry Priority III — Concern
for Human Culture,

1. To prepare a history of Arkansas
Methodism (Commission on Archives
and History); 2. To prepare a history
of the Southwest Conference (Commis-
sion on Archives and History).

Ministry Priority IV — Concern
for the quality of human life,

1. Strengthened Youth Ministry
(Youth Councij} — Board of Education
—Conference Counci] Staff); 2. Strong
Campus Ministry (Council on Minis-
tries); 3. Marriage Enrichment Pro-
grams (Council Staff — Board of Ed-

Group session at recent Marriage
Enrichment Conference sponsored
by First Church, Jonesboro, and
held at First Church, Cherokee Vil-
lage, under the auspices of the
Division of Evangelism, Worship
and  Stewardship.  Mr. and Mrs.
George Delaney and Dr. and Mrs.
Grover Poole were co-chairmen for
the weekend Conference, which was
directed by Dr. Carl Clarke of At-
lanta. Mr. and Mrs. Ron Tarrent of
Port Huron, Mich., were in charge
of general sessions. Small group
sessions were led by couples from
Kentucky, Kansas, and Texas. The
Rev. Worth W. Gibson is pastor of
Jonesboro First Church and the Rev.
Roy Poyner is pastor of Cherokee
Village First Church,

S ouncil

' ucation);
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Key 73

Religious News Service named Key
3 the number one religious news
story of 1972. There can be little
doubt that this mushrooming move-
meat will be the single most important
teligious event of 1973! It is clear that
Key 73 is providing a new focus on
evangelism in churches across Amer-
ica and that the new focus is charac-
terized by great enthusiasm and a co-
operative spirit. Significant effort js
being made to produce and distribute
appropriate resources and programmat.

ic aids for the remaining phases of
Key 73.

Many programs that have alrecady
proved successful in local church min.
istries hold great promisc for Key 73
during phases 4, 5 and 6. New re-
sources for evangelism ministry are
also being offered for implementation

in local communities,
® % %

PHASE FOUR RESOURCES

The theme of phase four is CALL-
ING OUR CONTINENT TO NEW
LIFE. Here is a focus on ministrics
in leisure settings, arts festivals, and
other places outside the church where
people gather for celebration experi-
cnces. The focus is also on personal
cvangelism through visitation and per-
sonal witnessing. An important re-

sourcc for ministries to persons in

leisure settings is the LEISURE MIN-
ISTRIES PACKET.

Here is a multi-media packet of
resources that includes a filmstrip,
cassette recording, and three books for
use by local churches interested in
reaching persons at play. A most sig-
nificant new program’ for personal
witness is the SHARE YOUR FAITH
visitation resource, This is a practical
program for training and involving
laymen in visitation and personal wit-
nessing. Phase four is an appropriate
time for a tried and tested program of
ministry to youth, the YOUTH WIT-

4. Continuing Education
(Board of Ministry—Board of Educa-
tion); 5. Emotional Health for Minis-
ters and families (Board of Ministry
—Insurance Committee),

T

NESS MISSION, a lay witness mis-

sion for youth.
% ok %

PHASE FIVE RESOURCES

The theme of phase five is CALL-
ING OUR CONTINENT TO PRO-
CLAMATION. The concluding weeks
of the summer provides many good
opportunities for innovative ministries
in leisure scttings,

The proclamation phase of Key 73
is a perfect time to conduct LAY
WITNESS MISSIONS and NEW
LIFE MISSIONS in local churches.
Introductory packets for NEW LIFE
MISSIONS  ‘and LAY WITNESS
MISSIONS are available from Tid-
ings. Tidings is also offering a Chris-
tian literature consignment program
for groups wanting to provide a book
display in state, county and commun-

ity fairs and festivals,
* ok sk

PHASE SIX RESOURCES

The theme of phase six is CALL-
ING OUR CONTINENT TO COM-
MITMENT. Thanksgiving, Advent
and Christmas are three festival oc-
casions which provide windows on
God’s gracious dealing with his peo-
ple. A special series of six bulletin
inserts, beginning with Thanksgiving
and including the four Sundays of Ad-
vent is being prepared by Tidings.
These leaflets along with a variety of
Covenant Services and commitment
registration materials will help give
form and substance to the call to com-
mitment.

DESIGN FOR WITNESS is a pro-
gram for involving persons in a highly
disciplined program of small group
experiences and a caring, continuing
outreach to others.

The NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION
PLAN is a simple plan for organizing
your congregation for visitation, small
groups, social action and shepherding
ministries.

The last phases of Key 73 will be
as critical as the first. This will be the
time when the Christian invitation will
receive its response. The most fruitful
ministries  will be undergirded by
prayerful preparation and the best re-
sources available.
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WILLIAM C. MARTIN,

BISHOP
retired, of Little Rock was guest
speaker at the Father-Son fish fry
held at Washington Avenue Church,
May 8.

MISS INEZ MARTIN, a member of
Asbury Church, Little Rock, was
named ““Teacher of the Year’ by
the Greater Little Rock Federation
of Women’s Clubs. At a banquet
in her honor, her pastor, the Rev.
Fred H. Arnold gave the invoca-
tion. Miss Martin has been on the
teaching staff at UALR for 27
years and has the longest tenure
of anyone on the faculty.

DR. E. CLIFTON RULE, retired,
of Pine Bluff, was guest preacher
at Hawley Memorial Church on
April 29 when the program featured
retired ministers. The Rev. Her-
man G. Bonds is pastor.

THE LONOKE CHURCH observed
National Family Week with a
Family Night dinner on May 9.
Speaker for the occasion was Dr.
Robert E. L. Bearden, minister of
First United Methodist Church in
Little Rock. The Rev. Michael
Clayton is the Lonoke pastor.

WEST HELENA Methodists held
Holy Weck services with the Rev.
Thomas M. Price, superintendent
of the Nacogdoches (Tex.) Dis-
trict, as guest evangelist. Host
pastor was the Rev. Witliam
Haltom.

THE OAK FOREST Churchwide
study is being held on four Sunday
evenings. While the children are
studying India, the young people
will be studying Romans, taught
by Joe Scruggs, and the adults will
have a depth study of Romans
under the leadership of Dr. and
Mrs. Carl Wenger, who are area
directors of the Bible Study Fel-
lowship. Mrs. Charles Ward is
chairman of the Work Area of Mis-
sions at Oak Forest, and the Rev.
David Hankins is pastor. ,
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CORRECTION CONCERNING
THE GIVING BY WOMEN

Last week we printed an article con-
cerning the Centennial of women’s
work in Warren, Ark, We compared
the giving of $50 by that first group
of seven women 100 years ago with the
national membership and giving today.
We must, however, correct the figure
we quoted. We stated that 1,500,000
women gave $4,183,444 to missions.
The correct figure is more than $13,-
000,000, or approximatcly 36% of
the total giving by United Mcthodists
to missions. .

THE MARIANNA-LEE COUNTY
Ministerial Alliance sponsored an
Easter Sunrise Service held at
Bear Creek Lake Methodist Youth
Camp. The Rev. W. Leonard
Byers, pastor of the First United
Methodist Church of Marianna,
brought the message. Other min-
isters on the program were: Wil-
liam Fitzhugh, Jack Bledsoe,
Wayne Willis, Robert Hicks, Max
Goins, Kenneth Walls, and Rodney
Plumley.

A PERSONAL GROWTH Seminar
was held in First Church, Crossett,
May 4 and 5. The ten-hour seminar
stressing self-understanding and
se!f-affirmation, is sponsored by
Perkins School of Theology, SMU,
Dallas. The Rev. Bill Black from
the North Texas Conference was
assisted by ‘he Rev. and Mrs.
Larry Robertson from Mer Rouge,
La., in leading the participants.
The Rev. Ferris Norton, Crossett
pastor, and Bobby Harris, admin-
i1strative assistant, are leading a
similar seminar in Monroe, May 18
and 19.
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Shown at Clarendon are the Rev. D. Leon Gilliam, pastor, Dr. Ethan Dod-
gen, district superintendent, Flynn Chivers, Admin. Board chm., Mrs.
Chivers, Mrs. Gilliom and Mrs. Dodgen. The occasion was a supper and
Call Session of Charge Conference for the purpose of selling some church
property. Members presented the Dodgens a Type Collection of 20th Cen-
tury Coins in honor of their upcoming retirement.
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Three God and Country
Awards were presented
in the Piggott United
Methodist Churchrecently
by the pastor, the Rev.
J. B. Harris (right, rear),
.« and Scoutmaster Paul
Garrison (left, rear). Re-
ceiving the awards were
Blake Richardson, atleft,
Kevin Knauts, center,
and David Gregory.
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NEW EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT
AT FIRST CHURCH, BATESVILLE

Mrs. Peter W. Musgrave, formerly
Helen Rose Gennings, has been
employed by the First United Meth-
odist Church of Batesville as full-
time Educational Assistant. She
received her degree in Music Edu-
cation from Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity in 1971. While in school
at OBU she sang with various
groups — The OBU Choir, Madrigal
Singers, Ouachita Singers and the
Quachi-Tones. She made two USO
tours with two of these groups. In
the summer of 1968 she was chosen
Miss Arkansas and upon relin-
quishing her crown made a USO
tour of military stations in Viet-
nam. After teaching for a year and
a half in the Bald Knob school
district, she accepted the job in
Batesville in. January of this year.

THE PASTOR of the Higginson
United Methodist Church, the Rev.
Gaston Matthews, brought the
Easter message at the Union
Easter Sunrise Service at the Hig-
ginson Baptist Church. The As-
sembly of God Church also par-
ticipated.

BAY UNITED METHODIST Church
held the fifth Sunday singing April
99. Persons participating in this
event were: Joe Ewing and The
Pages, Memphis, Tenn., The
Douthitt Family, Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Payton, Jonesboro, Leroy Bruner,
Robert Holt, The Stone Sisters,
Mrs. Barbara Faulkenberry, a
newly formed quartet consisting of
Jim Ladd, Greg Watts, Butch and
Buddy Warren, and The Bay United
Methodist Chancel Choir. These
Fifth Sunday Singings are spon-
sored by the Methodist Men’s Club
with. Billy Joe Gammill as presi-
dent. Buford Edwards served as
master of ceremonies. The Rev.
Jack Skelton is pastor.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Below is a schedule for the
Daily Bible Reading, which the
Board of Evangelism invites you
to use as a regular guide for
usoe in your homes.

May 13—Sunday ... 1 Sam. 1:8-28
May 14 Rom. 3:21-31
May 15 e Rom. 4:1-9
Rom, 5:1-11
Rom. 8:1-11
May 18 .. Gal 3:6-25
May 19
May 20—Sunday ... John 14:1-3

I Thessa. 4:13-18

A /~\
. - R
% e b
o o e S
T i {J I
It L
g [ A

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Barbler of Pine
Bluff observed their golden wedding
anniversary on Palm Sunday at the
St. Luke United Methodist Church.
They renewed their wedding vows in
a double ring rite with Dr. Virgil D.
Keeley and the Rev. Larry R. Williams
officiating. Their daughter and son-
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. T. V. Blanken-
ship of North Little Rock were the
hosts for this anniversary celebration.

THE REV. ARVILL C. BRANNON,
former minister at First Church,
Batesville, preached at Cushman
United Methodist Church at 9:30
and at Central Avenue Church,
Batesville, at 10:50 and again at
6 on Sunday, May 6. Mr. Brannon
is associate director of the North
Arkansas Conference Council on
\linistries, and is heading up the
program of Christian Education for
the North Arkansas Conference.

DR. EDWARD W. HARRIS, execu-
tive director of the Christian
Civic Foundationof Arkansas, was
guest speaker in First Church.
Joneshoro, Sunday morning April
99. His wife, the former Mabel
Martin, was youth director at
Jonesboro before their marriage in
1941. Leading the worship service
in the absence of the Rev. Worth
Gibson was Dr. Charles Kemp,

The McCrory . Church
honored Dr. and Mrs.
Ethan Dodgen on April
6. Following potluck y
supper, Dr. Dodgen, For- -

rest City district super- F = St
intendent, showed slides } 3
Y

he took on an evangelis-
tic trip to South America.
Ralph Fore, shown at
right, presented a check [
to the Dodgens from the |
church. Dr. Dodgen en- F
dorsed the check over to

Alaska Methodist Uni-

chairman of the Administrative
Board.
S —
i
. i‘ 4 ;:" <7 :f
; * ,«’, } { i
F ! I N H
e -’ ‘0 . Ty i
S (e
j“ . L :
N e :
’\; -L . iR
3, _ i
S Y.
z

versity.

‘ ._M,_M“{




AT RIGHT:

Officers of United Methodist Women in the Levy Church, North Little

Rock, are shown at their installation.

Front row, from left: Mrs. Martha

Coulter, president; Mrs. Ann Dillingham, secretary; Mrs. Evelynne Crab-
tree, treasurer; and Mrs. Alma Rorie, coordinator of Involvement; back

row:;

Mrs. Annie Bentley, Nominations; Mrs. Linda Trigubetz, Person-
hood; and Miss Viola Blair, Global Concerns.

Not shown: Mrs. Maxine

Higgins, vice president; Mrs. Glendine Attwood, Supportive Community;
and Mrs. Lorene Bryant, Program Resources.
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Glover (not shown)
pins.

AT RIGHT:

and treasurer.
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At Jacksonville, members of First Church receiving
special pins at a recent service were Mrs. R. L.
Faulkner (left), past-president’s pin; Mrs. A. C. ' x
Sanders, Mrs. Les Williams, Jr., and Mrs. W. C. | ..

received special membership

Recently installed officers of United Methodist Wom-
en in First Church, Jacksonville, are from left:
Mrs. W. N. Herrod, president; Mrs. M. L. Waymack,
secretary; Mrs. Charles Bobo, promotion; and Mrs.
E. L. Leonard, spiritual life. Mrs. M. D. Walker and
Mrs. Bobby Schoultz (not shown) are vice president
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Churchman’'s Study Tour
by Betty Reese

INDIA: 1973
Part III The State of Kerala

Our flight to Bangalore in the State
of Mysore, was broken by a stop at
Hyderabad airport. The city of Hy-
derabad appeared in the midst of a
very green area with much water
around it in the form of lakes.

We were to spend about five hours
at the Union Theological College in
Bangalore, which we were told had
the most ideal climate in India. They
called it the air-conditioned city with
year-round comfortable temperature
all of the time — in India this means
no extreme heat or cold.

The grounds of the college were
beautiful with a profusion of blooming
flowers, We were told a bit about their
Protestant theological school program
for ministers with maybe a majority
of Lutherans, - who were teaching
there. After lunch, we flew on to Co-
chin in Kerala. Cochin has a wonder-
ful natural harbor and, with the ad-
joining towns of Ernakulam. and Al-
waye, is the statc’s most important
centre of Jarge scale industries for
Kerala,

We had a room at the recently
opened Sealord Hotel, facing the har-
bor on the Arabian Sea. It was a beau-
tiful sight to sce the Chinese junks and
other manner of boats in the harbgr
besides Indian naval vessels. Cochin
is known gas the, “Qucen of the -Ara-
bian Sea” and is a rich mosaic of
many centuries and many pcoples col-
oring,

History records that on Christmas
Day, 1500 A. D., the Portuguese Ad-
miral Pedro Alwares Cabral brought
his fleet into Cochin Harbor and Vas-
€0 de Gama came to Cochin and then
died here in 1504, The burial place of

aco de Gama, the St. Francis
Church, js an interesting old church.
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A “fan” device of wood, with drapes
attached which is swung back and
forth over parishioners is an interest-
ing innovation. The Vasco de Gama
burial place is now removed to Portu-
gal by his son,

Along the beach near the Church
are seen the ingenious Chinese fish-
ing nets in operation and we were told
this style was not currently used in
China. They operate on an up and
down scquence ‘into the harbor bring-
ing fish up which are removed by tilt-
ing nets into baskets on the piers.

South Vietnam is referred to as,
“Cochin China” in the World Book
which gives one the impression that
Cochin got its name from some of
the early Chinese settlers there, His-
tory of the area does not go back
completely to the beginning of the area
$0 one can only speculate about i,

The Dutch Palace at Mattancherry
was built by Portuguese in the 18505,
It was a gift to Maharaja of Cochin
as a token of their affection for him.
The building has great archacological
and historical importance with its
three stories built in. g quadrangular
shape. Paintings representing  scenes
from the epics of about two centuries
are in it. Between the Jewish Syna-
gogue and the Palace lies the ancient
Temple of Lord Vishnu, a round build-
Ing covered with copper,

The Jewish Synagogue is one of the
oldest Jewish ones in India, which
dates from 1664 with its wel] preserv-
cd Great Rolls of the Old Testament
and the famous copper plate inscrip-
tion of the Bhaskara Ravj Varma. The
two storied building has a Bell Tower
and Chinese tiles on the floor. Each
One 1s a scparate design, imported from
China about two centuries ago.

We visited an FAO Fishing Project
headed by a Norwegian, They were

A St

concerning themselves currently with
charting the water depths along the
coast there. Next door to the FAO
project, the Indian government had a
fishing industry going which exported
all of their shrimp catch purchased by
the U. S., Japan, and Australia,

We proceeded to Kottayam by bus

“with the accompanying swirls of dust

since the usual fashioned Indian high-
way was paved one to one-and-a-half
lanes and one was constantly getting
off to the side of the road to pass other
vehicles on the road. We were to have
1%2 days at the ashram, The Chris-
tavashram, which is located on a hill-
top outside of the town. Our speakers
were K. K. Chandy, head of the Ash-
ram and several leaders from the
Marxist Communist Party of Kerala
and one faculty member of St. Peters’
College in Cochin, The three branches
of the Communist Party in Kerala
have different ideas about use of vio-
lence. One does not favor the use of
it, another will tolerate it, and the
Communist Party Naxalite is in favor
of it and openly admits allegiances to
Red China, College and university stu-
dents have been active in Naxalism,
preaching, “mass line” of Mao-Tse-
tung. With the lack of housing and
jobs in India, one is not surprised to
hear of the popularity of the Commun-
ist Party. It is the last ditch or in

Dr. Carl Soule, guide for
the  Churchman’s  Study
Tour to India, briefs the
tourists before entering

Fatehpur-Sikri.

desperation-hope, particularly for the
college age. However, one must keep
in mind that India has been a republic
for only 25 years and has really ac-
complished much in that period. Ker-
ala and West Bengal are the most ac-
tive states for the Communist Party.

In a recent “Today” broadcast, John
Kenneth Galbraith, former Ambassa-
dor to India, said, in talking about a
new book he has recently published
about the Chinese, that they are mas-
ters of organization to which he attribu-
ted the success of their country, but
organization had escaped the Indians.
India is beginning a fourth Five Year
Plan this year and you hear of as-
pects of previous Five Year Plang
which were not carried out.

The Kerala Balagram, Boys’ Town
of Kerala, was on the same hill-top
with the Ashram. There were 65 boys
there, all from the streets of Kottayam,
who were between ages of 5-19. They
attend schools in the area and lived
in three buildings according to ages
with a cook and a couple in each
house. They are taught a trade and
agriculture. They plant tapioca which
is sold commercially to help support
the project. The Indian government
gives them 2 Rupees for each one per
month—about 30 cents. A variety of
spices, for which the area is famous,
grow on the property also.
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The Sunday School Lesson

(We are indebted to Bishop William C. Martin for
the week! SundaAy School Lessons for the third
pr

quarter — March,

topic: ‘‘Affirmations of Our

il and M;] — under the general

aith.”’)

/

LESSON FOR MAY 20: God's Grace Sustains Us

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 40:25-31; 2
Corinthians 4:15; 12:9-10; Philippians 4:10-13

MEMORY SELECTION: My grace is sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness, (2 Corinthians 12:9)

AIM OF THE LESSON: To remind us that for
every trial that can befall us, God’s grace will

be sufficient.
* %k

All of the Scripture references that have been
chosen for today’s lesson carry the message of God’s
unfailing mercy, especially in the hour of urgent
need. And the number of such passages could, of
course, have been greatly enlarged. It is one of the
continuing themes through both the Old and New
Testaments. The central word here is “Grace” — a
word that is too big and meaningful to be fully ex-
pressed through the limitation of words. One at-
tempt at a definition is: “God’s unmerited, full,
spontancous, love for sinful man, revealed and made
effective in Jesus Christ. As such it lies at the very

heart of the Christian gospel.”
* %k ok

THE MEANING OF GRACE

Dr. Albert C. Outler is writing about what grace
mcant to the great Christian interpreter, Augustine:
“God’s grace gave him a new grounding. He now
felt himself established in being and truth, upborne
by God’s providence, sustained by his unwithdrawn
love that is the very essence of being. Grace means
forgivencss of sins, the restoration of communion
with God — with its demands and promises of
* gracious living.’ It trans-valued his sclf-understand-
ing and sustained his courage in the midst of life’s
transients, in the face of death.” Dr. William Bar-
clay writes: “Grace is that power of God which
clothes a man with day-to-day fortitude and strength.
Grace is that power of God which adorns a man’s
life with lovely things. Grace is a man’s day-to-day
defense and inspiration, Grace is not only the glory
of the mountain top; it is the source of strength for

the ordinary road of the every day.”
% %k ¥

HOW PAUL’S PRAYER WAS ANSWERED

The memory verse comes out of a pivotal expe-
rience in the lifc of the Apostle Paul. He had been
suffering from a physical malady which was both
painful and debilitating. He called it “a thorn in
the flesh.” There has been much speculation as to
what the ailment was. Some have held that it was a
form of epilepsy; others, an offensive cye trouble;
still others have thought it was a malarial fever.
Whatever it was, Paul was cager to be cured of it.
He writes, “Three times I have sought the Lord
about this, that it should leave me; but He said to
me, “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” This experience of the
great missionary should give consolation to any mod-
ern Christian whose prayer is not answered in the
exact terms of the petition. Certainly Paul knew how
to pray. In this instance, he prayed, in a fervent
manner, not once but three times. And yet his
prayer was not answered. It is more accurate to say
that it was not answered in the way he had hoped,
but it was answered with a more abundant and in-
clusive reply that covered not only his infirmity but
any other misfortune that might befall him. From
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that time to the end of his ministry he secems never
to question the sufficiency of God’s grace.

On the basis of this deep assurance, he was able
to write to the Christians in Rome, “More than
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope
does not disappoint us because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which
has been given to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) To the church
in Corinth he wrote: “So far you have faced no
trial beyond what man can bear. God keeps faith,
and he will not allow you to be tested above your
powers, but when the test comes He will at the same
time provide a way out, by enabling you to sustain
it.” (I Corinthians 10:13 NEB)

¥ %k %

HOW TO HANDLE ADVERSITIES
One of the continuing problems that Christians
must struggle with is how to handle adversitics. One
thing is certain; either we handle them, by God’s
grace, or they handle us. The early Christians, so
far as we have any record, spent no time in dis-
cussing the origin of evil; they simply lived vic-

torious lives in spite of unceasing hardships.
Three simple suggestions are offered as to facts
about life’s afflictions that we need to keep in mind
when adversity strikes. The first is that EVERY-
BODY HAS THEM. They come in different ways
and with varying degrees of intensity but no one
escapes. When our misfortunc comes we arc all
tempted to cry out in the manner of the writer of
“Lamentations,” “Behold and see if there is any
sorrow like my sorrow!” But one never needs to
look very far before finding somecone who is carry-
ing a heavier load than his own. “But how can this
awareness possibly help me?” someonc will ask.
“Does it not, instead of helping, add to my own
load?” Strangely enough, it doesn’t. First, it keeps
us from fecling that we stand alone as the victims
of misfortune. There are others in the same or simi-
lar circumstances. No one is exempt, We have just
passed through the season of the Church year in
which we followed the Savior through his period of
being deserted, falscly tried, enduring physical and
mental agony even to the point of crying out from
the cross. “My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
Even the world’s purest and best have endured un-

speakable suffering. Poct Longfellow reminds us:
“Thy fate is the common fate of all,
Into each life some rain must fall, -

Some days must be dark and dreary.”
* ¥ ¥

BEARING ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS

One encouraging fact to be remembered is that
in ordinary circumstances these distressing experi-
ences do not come to all the people of a community
at the same time. Herein lies one of the cherished
rewards of being a member of a group that is small
enough and compact enough to “Bear one another’s
burdens.” This is the ideal relationship between the
members of every Christian congregation — small
or large, Here is a kinship which exists like that
between experienced mountain climbers who are
bound together by a connecting rope. By this means,
when one climber loses his footing, instead of fall-
ing from the cliff, he is borne up by others who have
climbed higher and laid upon a ledge of rock that
enables them to support the climber who needs help
beyond his own ability. Every adult church-member
has cxperienced the encouragement and sustaining
comfort that comes from this kind of fellowship, It

is an effective channel through which God releases
his upholding grace.

* K ok

“TROUBLE DON'T LAST ALWAYS”

The second fact to be remembered about tribu-
lations is that THEY DON'T LAST ALWAYS. In
some instances they last a long time but they are
never permanent, Those of us who have been pas-

tors can recall many instances in which we have
gone into a home and have found the results of a
calamity that scemed almost hopeless and beyond
remedy. But if there was a foundation of faith and
commitment in such a home, we have found the
clouds lifting and there was a new and more secure
outlook. We can all join in the words of the Negro
Spiritual, “I'm so glad that trouble don’t last al-
ways.”

There is a meaningful legend of an Oriental ruler
who was troubled with more than a normal load of
trials and misfortuncs. But he bore up under them

with remarkable patience and courage, He was often '

observed to take a ring from his finger and Jook at
the inside. After his death, somcone rcmoved the
ring and found inscribed on the inside these words,
“This, too, will pass!” Legend or truth, they are
good words to remember when life’s adversitics be-
fall us.

Some of our fcllow Christians have contended
that these afflictions are not real — that they are
errors of the mortal mind. We do not arguce but we
are convinced of the reality of misfortune, pain, and
physical death. But we also hold that, although these
experiences are real, they arc not eternal, The ul-
timate reality is not darkness but light, not pain but
joy, not hatred but love, not war but peace, not
death but lifc. One of the sccrets of victorious living
is to make as complete adjustment as possible, not to
the passing elements of life, but to the everlasting

reality. .
E 3

THE STEWARDSHIP OF SUFFERING

The third fact to be remembered is that WHILE
THESE DEPRESSING EXPERIENCES ARE
WITH US THEY OFFER A DISTINCTIVE OP-
PORTUNITY TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE
SUSTAINING GRACE OF A COMPASSIONATE
GOD. 1 recall secing somewhere a little book with
the surprising title, “The Stewardship of Suffering.”
I wish 1 had rcad it. The author’s thesis was prob-
ably that with all the attention we have givc_an to the
stewardship of time and possessions and influence
and all the rest, we need to consider the fact that
there is an element in the experience of suffering
that should not be regarded by a Christian entirely
as something to be simply endured but as an oppor-
tunity to bear witness to the fact that God’s unfail-
ing grace is a present reality. )

In reviewing your OWn eXpericnce, when you
ask the question, “What persons, by their cxample
of faithfulness and courage, have meant most to
me?” I am confident that the answer will not put
at the head of the list those’ who have been most
fortunate and have had a minimum of hardship to
contend with. Instead, they will be those who have
carried heavy loads and have wrestled with difficult
adversities in a manner that revealed that they had
found a source of comfort and strength from beyond
their own resources. They, 100, had heard a voice,
“My grace is sufficient for you.”

Such examples of courageous living have made
it casier for us to say, with complete confidence,
“His grace is sufficient for me.”
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Council of Bishops confronted with issues of today

WASHINGTON, D. C. (UMI) —
American overconsumption, * military
budgets, forcign policy, city problems
and press freedom were the faré here
April 27-28 for United Methodist
bishops.

The Council of Bishops was exposed
to an array of problems in a seminar
on the Bishops’ Call for Peace and the
Sclf-Development of Peoples, Bishop
James  Armstrong  of the Dakotas,
chairman of the committee coordinat-
ing the call established by the 1972
General Conference, called it “our re-
sponsibility . . . to help cleanse the
blood stream and get rid of the infec-
tion and somchow the hurt and the
pain and the grief of our time, in the
name of Jesus Christ.”

The speakers included the highly
dramatic and confidential Jack Ander-
son, Washington columnist, who called
the Watergate casc an illustration of
“the function the press is supposed to
play in a democratic socicty.” An-
other was the soft-spoken Dr. Lester
Brown, senior fellow with the Overseas
Development Council, who called on
the bishops to “cxaminc your own
consumption patterns” in a world
which “is not going to permit us to
continue our pursuit of super-afflu-
ence.”

Also there was a man who within
five days was to become the acting
head of the Pentagon. William Cle-
ments, deputy sccretary of Defense,
lauded President Nixon’s peace cfforts
as “working in a manner this country
hasn’t seen in many years,” in detente
with Communist nations and in dis-
armament,

Nearly all of the bishops, active and
retired, stayed on after their semi-
annual council meeting for the semi-
nar to discuss the issues and, by juris-
dictions, to consider strategy for im-
plementing the call. They were en-
couraged by Bishop John Wesley Lord
of Washington, its coordinator, that
hope can be kept alive “in the souls
of men even in the most desperate and
hopeless situations,” but only “if our

Christian peace work transcends the
abstract and theoretical.”

The Rev. Michael McIntyre, an
aide to the coordinator, noted three
negative reactions to the project —
that peace is the province of radicals,
that the call is un-needed now that the
Victnam War is over, that the call is a
partisan political document, In re.
sponse he pointed to the wide and
varicd concern for peace; to the fact
that the Call to Peace document docs
not mention the Vietnam War; that
its intent is to focus on “the vision of
an inclusive community” though Chris-
tians must sometimes “remind  the
principalities and the powers of their
finiteness.” The call, he urged, must
“be tested in the crucible of our own
people . . . to continuc a long Mecth-
odist heritage.”

With the 1dea that peace and sclf-
development is not just somcthing for
others but domestic as well, the open-
ing spcaker was Scn, Edward Kennedy
(Mass.), stressing health care, Citing
and dcbating a number of arguments
against a government-sponsored pro-
gram, he declared that the income of
parents and where they live should not
determine whether a sick or crippled
child gets care,

In the answer to a qucstion about
the role of private insurance, Kennedy
declared, “We don’t permit  profit-
making in cducation; why should we
in health?”

Stressing inter-dependence,  Dr.
Brown warned that “a rude awaken-
ing is in store” for the United Statcs
in energy sources and in materials,
While the nation will depend more up-
on imports, others may not agree to
scll, putting the U, S in the ironic
position that “we’ll soon celebrate the
200th anniversary of our independence,
only to discover we’re not very inde-
pendent.”

Pointing out that the U.S, has 6
per cent of the world’s people but uses

2 per cent of its resources, he re-
minded that “things we have long taken
for granted are suddenly becoming

scarce” and that the change from an
cxpansive cconomy to “division of a
finite pie” involves a theological ques-
tion. “The world, he added, is begin-
ning to resent the fact that we (the
U. S.) not only have a loaf of bread,
while they have only a crust, but that
we want still more.”

Sceretary Clements argued that Rus-
sia remains a threat to this country,
in its submarine fleet, its “much big-
ger and more capable” army, its new
missiles and its military research and
development budget and in “stirring up
trouble for us around the world,” al-
though technology gives the U.S. an
edge.

The defense executive, who was a
Southern Methodist University class-
mate  of Bishop Finis Crutchficld,
claimed that the defense budget over
the past 20 years has changed from be-
ing double that of all other federal
agencies to being half their total, and
is now the lowest since 1950, only 30
per cent of the total federal budget.
He said the expenditures for human
resources had increased from 30 to
45 per cent during the Nixon adminis-
tration,

Clements urged the bishops to sup-
port not only that budget but also the
concept of continued  assistance to
Southcast  Asia—“We need to help
these people, as we have helped others
before,”

As to the “Crisis of Today’s Cities,”
Thomas W, Fletcher, president of the
National Training and Development
Service in Washington and a former
Washington vice-mayor, pointed out
that pcople do not generally differen-
iate between the various levels of
government when they express their
growing cynicism and distrust of gov-
ernment, He said that many of the
cities’ priority problems exist “tragi-
cally” because they were ignored a
decade and more ago,

To break the frustrating chains,
Fletcher urged the treatment of people

Please turn to page 10

United Methodist Pauline Frederick addresses bishops

WASHINGTON, D. C. (UMI) —
Those who speak for humanity will be
“those who rule out the usc of military
force in dealing with human prob-
lems,” United Nations news commen-
tator Pauline Frederick told a United
Methodist gathering here April 25.

Miss Frederick, NBC correspondent
at the UN, characterized the U.S. in
its foreign relations as similar to a
dinosaur, with 70 tons of armor and
three ounces of brain, in its approach
to humanity,

She addressed ncarly 800 persons
from Washington and vicinity, includ-
ing members of the church’s Council
of Bishops, at a banquet hosted by the
Washington Area,

The nation’s foreign policy follows a
19th century approach, with requests
for more Pentagon funds after the Viet-
nam fighting ended, with domestic
programs being curtailed to provide
defense funds, with “talk of disarma-
ment being drowned out by the sound
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of re-arming,” said the speaker.

A long-time United Mecthodist, Miss
Frederick  detailed the history  of
American involvement in Southeast
Asia, and asked “how is peace with
honor achieved by using military pow-
er instead of the United Nations?”
Once more, she stressed, it is being
“tragically proved that human beings
are not ready to set aside brute foree”
In attempts to solve their problems.
She reminded that “the world does not
belong just to Americans.”

She commended “loyalty to our be-
loved country” in the attempt to bring
its foreign policy “out of the 19th cen-
tury” by working to “help save free-
dom for future. generations.”

Presiding at the banquet was Brad-
shaw Mintener, Washington attorney
and long-time member and chairman
of several church agencies. Arrange-
ments were in charge of a committee
headed by Mintener, Bishop and Mrs.
James K. Mathews of Washington
Area were hosts. Entertainment was

by the William Bishop Chorale from
Washington,

Bishop Mathews challenged the
audicnce with the idea that “nothing

God expects of us is more than we can
do.”

In response, Bishop O. Eugene
Slater of San Antonio, president of the
council asserted, “We believe that the
winds are blowing across our church.”

The area gave the distinguished
visitors a red carpet welcome in other
ways as well. United Methodist wom-
en of Baltimore and Peninsula Con-
ferences escorted the bishops® wives
through the capital city, including a
VIP tour of the White House and of
the State Department, Three hundred
women attended a luncheon at M.
Vernon Place Church, Washington, to
honor the bishops’ wives,

Both bishops and their wives were
guests onc evening for a National Sym-
phony Orchestra concert at the Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts.

Helps in
Marriage

By Wilson O, Weldon

“We are having trouble” is
the oft-spoken comment about
marriage. Many are finding
muchly-desired “marital happi-
ness is blocked.

Marriages do not fail largely
because  of misunderstandings.
Some are caused by the failure
to be sensible, to be frank, to be
sincere. There is need for pa-
ticnee, for willingness to think of
the partner’s well-being,

A quintet of suggestions:

One, do not try to make each
other over! Marriage should be
a matter of adjustment, not of
coercion.

Two, remember that marriage
belongs to two persons only. It
does not belong to friends, to
parcnts, or to anybody clse.

Three, try never to end the
day with a bitter thought or an
angry word.

Four, finances cause many
discords in the music of matri-
mony. . Every couple should
carnestly try to live within their
income,

Five, don’t leave God outside
your home. Let each member of
the family express his or her
devotion to Him.

The only magic in marriage is
the magic of love.

t

TONGA ISLAND METHODISTS
SUFFER CYCLONE DAMAGE

NEW YORK (UMI)—Methodists
and others are recovering from a Paci-
fic cyclone that ripped across a chain
of low-lying islets in the Tonga TIs-
lands in carly April, leaving three
dead and hundreds homeless.

A report to United Mecthodist In-
formation said six Methodist churches
were cither destroyed or damaged, as
well as five Methodist primary or mid-
dic schools and a college for 500 stu-
dents,

That several Mecthodist institutions
should have been hit is not considered
unusual, as it is estimated that half of
Tonga’s people are members of the
Free Wesleyan Church (Mecthodist
Church). That is believed to be one
of the highest, if not the highest, pro-
portions of Methodist membership to
total population anywhere in  the
world. One of the World Methodist
Council’s presidents is from Tonga,
the Rev. John Havea.

&

CORRECTION

In the May 3rd issue of this publi-
cation we inadvertently indicated that
Garrett Theological Seminary is lo-
cated at Naperville, Ill. We should
have stated that Dr. James Edward
Will, currently professor of philosoph-
ical theology “at Evangelical Theologi-
cal Seminary in Naperville, III., will
join the faculty of Garrett Theologi-
cal Seminary in Evanston, Il1., as Har-
ris Franklin Rall professor of syste-
matic theology.
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Religion and Race Commission

announces new grants

WASHINGTON, D. C. (UMI) —
With a warning that federal cutbacks
on social programs will lcad to in-
creased calls for church funds for
minorities, a United Methodist agency
has announced morc than onc-third
million dollars in ncw grants,

The Commission on Religion and
Race approved $376,000 from the
Minority Group Sclf-Determination
Fund, for 36 projects representing a
varicty of community development,
training, cmployment, counscling and
other cfforts. However, the commis-
sion’s funding committce had more
than 200 rcquests totaling nearly $6
million, according to Bishop James S.
Thomas, Des Moines, lowa, chairman.

One spccific difficulty pointed out
was with day-care centers, which have
normally used matching federal and
private funds. Because the government
sourcc is uncertain, only onc such
grant was given this time by the com-
mission.

These are the first such grants made
during the new quadrennium, from an.
annual fund of $1,000,000. In 1971-
72, a total of $3,247,850 was pro-
vided for 187 projects, as the rcsult
of special funds established in 1970.

Under a system that rcquires three

to four months to process a requcst,
cach proposal is rcad by members of
both staff and commission; the bishop
and officials of the conference involved
arc notified, along with the appropri-
ate cthnic caucus; the project is vis-
ited, and thc Funding Committce
makes the decisions.

The process considers the project’s
total budget, its various components
aird the probable effect of a fund grant,
according to Dr. White. He said grants
are made for projects rather than for
organizations, with the emphasis on
self-determination and economic em-
powerment.

The commission has established pri-
oritics for grants, starting with ethnic
minority local church ministries, eco-
nomic proposals demonstrating com-
munity participation and benefit-shar-
ing, community organijzation.

The latest grants will go to a varie-
ty of ethnic groups — Puerto Rican,
Black, Hispanic, Indian, Formosan,
Asian-American, Filipino — scveral
for two or more such units.

The next deadline for proposals for
grants will be 45 days ahead of thc
Funding Committce’s meecting Scpt.
24.

T

Workshop for church librarians offered

The Thirtcenth Annual Workshop
of church and synagogue librarians
will be held July 22-24, at Lewis and
Clark College in Portland, Ore.

Sponsored jointly by the Church
and Synagogue Library Association
and the Pacific Northwest Association
of Church Libraries, the conference is
designed to offer guidance in organiz-
ing and operating such libraries and
is open to all interested persons.

The program will include workshop
sessions, book cxhibits, tours of religi-
ous libraries, and lecturcs. The key-
note spcaker will be Dr. Robert Syl-
vester, professor of Education at the
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University of Oregon.

The “Conference Package” rate of
$38.50 includes full-time registration,
double occupancy rooms for two
nights, linens, towels, all meals, one of
two special tours, and onc-year mem-
bership in CSLA or PNACL. The fee
should be sent to Mrs. Beverly Mill-
iron, Registrar, 1185 S.W. Chestnut
¥7)r., Portland, Ore. 97219 before July

A brochure with complete program
and registration information is avail-
able from Church and Synagogue Li-
brary Association, P.O. Box 530, Bryn
Mawr, Pa. 19010.
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Joaquin Garcia, head of the United Publishing House, Mexico City, con-
sults with Claude Byrd, customer service supervisor of Abingdon Press
during a recent visit to the United Methodist Publishing House in NGSh:
ville. Mr. Garcia, 30, a graduate of Scarritt College, was named publisher
of the cooperative Protestant enterprise in November after serving for
several years as executive secretary of the Board of Christian Education

of the Methodist Church in Mexico.

The Publishing House, founded in

1917, operates under a governing board representing Methodist, Presby-
terian, United Church of Christ, and Disciples of Christ churches. (UMI

Photo)
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S. Carolina Conference to vote on

restructure alternatives in June

WASHINGTON, D. C. (UM]) —
A challenge to the continuance be-
yond this year of all-black districts in
a United Methodist conference has
becn withdrawn, It had been expected
to be the major item on the agenda of
the Judicial Council meeting May 24-
26 at French Lick, Ind.

The Commission on Religion and
Race had asked the “supreme court”
for a ruling on the constitutionality of
such districts after this July, when
General Conference had mandated alt
racial structures to be ecnded.

The challenge was related specific-
ally to South Carolina, whose black
and white annual conferences merged
a year ago. Under that merger plan, a
mutual agrecment, the present four
black district superintendents were to
complete their traditional six-year
terms, but the separate black districts
would be phased out in 1974. After
that, the plan recommended thrce
black supcrintendents within a total
of 12 non-segregated districts, for at
least eight years.

However, the conference is to vote
this June on a complete restructure of
its districts, with alternate possibilities
of 12 districts including three black
superintendents or 14 districts with
four black superintendents. There are
now 11 white and four black districts.

A General Conference legislative
committec approved an exception to
the 1973 rule, allowing an extra year
in cases such as South Carolina’s
where a later deadline had been mut-

BISHOPS

“Jike whole human beings, not welfare,
education, police, rehabilitation or job
training problems”; “break the deliv-
ery of service and decision-making
down to the lowest possible level”;
listen to people and “stop making
promises that you can’t or won’t keep”;
aim for “effectiveness mot just effic-
iency.”

Every administration sceks to mani-
pulate the news, Anderson reminded,
and his greatest complaint is that too
often “the press gets taken in.” He
stressed, however, that press shield
laws and other freedom of information
legislation are intended “to protect
you, not newsmen,” because the pur-
pose of the press is “to represent the
governed, not the government.”

“One of the few benefits of the dis-
aster of Vietnam is that we have been
forced to mecasure our past policies
against our basic values,” Sen. Charles
Mathias (Md.) told the Council. Math-
ias said this gives him confidence that
the belief system and values of the U.
S. are strong enough “that it will again
become possible for the United States
to match rhetoric \;/ith deeds.”

2
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NEWS IN BRIEF

The Rev. Chester A.” Pennington,
rofessor of preaching and worship at
United Methodism's 1liff School of
Theology in Denver, Colo., was the
1973 Luccock Visitor at Yale Divinity
School.

from page nine

ually accepted. However, this never
reached the plenary session,

After the Commission on Religion
and Race voted, in February, to ques-
tion the constitutionality of the con-
tinuance, its committec on merger re-
view and cvaluation met with Bishop
Edward L. Tullis and other officials
of the conference. Finding that it had
“one of the best plans for cquity” of
any merging conference and that it
was in the midst of the restructure in-
volving all districts, the committee
recommended withdrawing the plea.
The commission approved by mail
vote.

The review committce is headed by
the Rev. Joseph E. Lowery of Atlanta
and includes the Rev. J. Duncan Hun-
ter of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Mrs, Thelma
Barnes of Greenville, Miss.; and Rhett
Jackson of Columbia, S. C. It is work-
ing also with other recently merged
conferences.

The Judicial Council also, as of late
April, had been asked to rule on two
other cases:

® By North Georgia Annual Con-
ference as to the legality of a standing
rule adopted in 1972, as requested by
a lay group, to have legislative com-
mittees consider reports before pre-
sentation on the conference floor.

® By Northwest Philippincs Annual
Conference as to the legality of ap-
pointments of district superintendents
for eight consccutive years,

Global Ministries
Board elects two

new executives

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (UMI) — The
United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries acted on scveral staff
changes at its meeting here March 23-
31. Included were clection of execu-
tives, promotion of others and authori-
zation of retirements, The changes in-
clude staff members in most of the
Board’s units, Scveral involve high
level assignments, including two assis-
tant general secretarics.

The Rev. Earl Rodman Barr, Levit-
town, N. Y., clected assistant generel
secretary of the Section of Specialized
Services in the National Division.
which includes church extension and
other functions, succeeding the Rev.
Jesse DeWitt who was clected a bishep
in 1972. Mr. Barr has been exccutive
director of the Strategy, Technical and

- Arca Program Department of the Di-

vision of Overscas Ministrics of the
National Council of Churches.

The Rev. Charles H. Germany, New
York and Montclair, N.J., was prome-
ted to assistant general secretary for
program administration in the World
Division, succeeding the Rev. Eugens
L. Stockwell, who resigned last year to
head the Division of Overseas Minis-
tries of the National Council of
Churches. Dr. Germany. formerly of
Oklahoma City, had been Division as-
sistant general secretary for Asia.
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Aldersgate

Camperships
and Memorials

IN MEMORY OF:

W. P, BALL
" by Mrs. Gene Jernigan
JOHN E, COATS
by Mr. & Mrs. Graham R. Hall
MISS GLENDA COLE
by Dot and Garrett Brown
MRS. MINNIE SUE COTTON
by Mrs. Margaret Harrison
EDWARD LEE DUNLAP
by Aldersgate Board of Directors
and Staff
MRS. STANLEY GUNTHUNZ
by Mr. & Mrs. Winston Faulkner
MRS. HOWARD C. JOHNSTON
by Mrs. Margaret Harrison
MRS. JOHN KENWARD
by Mr. & Mrs. Winston Faulkner
by Mr. & Mrs. Tom J. Jones
E. L. LOVE
by Mr. & Mrs. Winston Faulkner
by Mr. & Mrs. Tom ]. Jones
EDWARD O. MANEES
by Mr. & Mrs. Roger M. Bottoms
HOWARD THOM
by Mrs. Margaret Harrison
MRS. JULIA THOMAS
by Rev. & Mrs. E. D. Galloway
by Little Rock District Ministcrs
Wives
HERBERT H. DENTON
by Aldersgate Board of Dircctors
and Staff
by Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Brown
CHARLES DEVINE
by Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Sherlin
EDWARD LEE DUNLAP
by Miss Rachel Fullwood
SAM POPE
by UAMC Pharmacy Service
by Mrs. Tommie Lee Phillips, Jo
Herring, Miss Marie Bober
MARY B. SHERLIN
by Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Sherlin
by Mrs. Augusta Lynn
GERALD BAGE
by Mr. & Mrs. Curtis V. Packard
MISS GLENDA COLE
by Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wimberly
RAYDA WALLACE DILLPORT
by Mr. & Mrs. Dave Block, Jr.
and Family
EDWARD LEE DUNLAP
by Mrs. Robert E. Shrider
BLAKELY GALLAGHER
by Fellowship Class, Lakeside Church,
Pine Bluff
JACK GREENE
by Mr. & Mrs. G. C. Skidmore
by Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Garner
ARCHIE JENKINS
by Mr. & Mrs. Curtis V. Packard
ALFRED KAHLER
by Mrs. E. D. Jernigan
BEULAH LOWERY
by Mr. & Mrs. ]. A. Sherlin
MRS. IDA B. NYEGAARD
by P. A. Smith, Lois Marie Smith,
Mary Sue Smith Tanner, Samuel
Russell Smith
JIM, JR. AND DAVID THOMAS
by Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Thomas
LIDDIA ANN WALKER
by Mr. & Mrs. Grover C. Skidmore
by Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Gamer
THE MOTHER of A. Francis Wilson, Jr.
by Crusade Class, St. Paul Church,
Little Rock

IN HONOR OF:

Past Conference Living Chairmen:
Mrs. James T. Burkett, Miss Gertie
Stiles, Mrs. Clarence Oakes, Mrs.
Julian Vogel, Mrs. John R. Parks,
Miss Mildred Scott and Mrs. Truman
Stephens
by Executive Committee, Wesleyan
Service Guild, North Arkansas Conf.
The 50th Wedding Anniversary of
Rev. and Mrs. E.D. (Sarah) Galloway
by Mrs. W. R. Harrison
Rev. & Mrs. Alfred Knox
by Mrs. John B. Hefley
Mrs. J. Clib Barton
Mrs.H. M. Scott
by Wesleyan Service Guild #3, First
Church, Fort Smith
Mrs. Gladys Womack
by King's Daughters Class, First
Church, North Little Rock
Mrs. D. Beach Carrs
by WSCS Circle #4, First Church,
Little Rock
Mrs. John Rule
by Circle #3, First Church, L. R.

MRS. MARY PIERCE HOWARD

Mrs. Mary Pierce Howard, died
April 27 at Wynne Nursing Home fol-
lowing several wecks of serious ill-
ness. Her late huband, the Rev. James
W. Howard, a member of the North
Arkansas Conference, died in 1965
following 34 years in the ministry. Her
first husband, Henry Pierce, also an
active Methodist, died in 1930,

Mrs. Howard was for many years a
Sunday School teacher in the Cherry
Valley Methodist Church. In addition,
she was a skilled nurse who gave free-
ly and with dedication of her time and
energy in the alleviation of suffering
and illness in her community.,

The ground on which the first
Mecthodist Church at Cherry Valley
was built was donated by her grand-
fater.
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News in Brief

Several Methodists were among a
group of 13 churchmen from Latin
America, Asia and Africa touring the
United States recently in an attempt
to share their thoughts with concerned
people here. The tour was sponsored
by the World and National Councils
of Churches. ¢

Seven  United Methodist-related
schools have been granted funds by the
National Science Foundation for re-
search projects, Included are Boston
University, University of Denver, Ad-
rian (Mich.) College, Nebraska Wes-
leyan  University, Duke University,
Durham, N, C, Allcgheny College,
Meadville, Pa., and MacMurray Col-
lege, Jacksonville, 111,
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Retiring WSCS officers of the Pine Bluff District are shown above.
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They are, from left: Mrs. Albert Shepherd, Mrs. W. C. Patton, Mrs.
C. A. Chalfant, Mrs. Ed Matthews, Mrs. Guy Kirkley, Mrs. Henry
Dietrich, Mrs. Herman Little and Mrs. H. L. Kennedy, president.

FINAL DISTRICT MEETING
AT PINE BLUFF

The Pine Bluff District Women’s
Society of Christian Service held its
final meeting, March 31, at Carr Me-
morial Church, Pine Bluff,

The theme “Move Together” in-
cluded a worship service litany based
on the Social Principles adopted at
General Conference, Litany leader was
Mrs. Virgil Keeley, The poem “Hands”
was read by Mrs, Ed Matthews, fol-
lowed by the theme song “One Wom-
an’s Hands” sung by Miss Nell Bly.

Mrs. H. L, Kennedy, district presi-
dent, presided during the business ses-
sion. Mrs, Guy Kirkley presented the
“Memory Moments” and lighted the
candle honoring deceased members,

Each local society president was
presented a copy of the By-Laws and
Handbook of the new organization for

Arkeology
by Gene Herrington

4

Typical committee meet-
ing: chairman and three
“working’’ members.

United Methodist Women, and the
handbook “Enthusiasm” by Norman
Vincent Peale as they were challenged
to make the new organization a vital
force for God.

In a symbolic gesture of tying a blue
ribbon around the WSCS "Handbook
and the Wesleyan Service Guild Hand-
book and placing them among her
souvenirs, Mrs, Kennedy dissolved the
district organizations of Women’s So-
ciety and Guild.

The sacrament of Holy Communion
was administered by District Superin-
tendent, Dr. Virgil Keeley, and Host
Pastor, the Rev. Carl Matthew.

Special Membership pins were pre-
sented to retiring officers who had
served four years; a gift to missions
was made in honor of officers who had
served two years; and a Campership
to Aldersgate Camp was presented in
honor of Mrs, Hazel Dabney,

Hendrix News

Three juniors to
study at Columbia

Three Hendrix College juniors have
been selected as recipients of scholar-
ships to Columbia University in New
York City.

Don Cottey of Stuttgart, and Ron-
nic Pricc and Ed Zakrzewski Jr. of
North Little Rock will enroll at Col-
umbia in Scptember.

All three students will be participat-
ing in the 3-2 combined plan which
Hendrix has with Columbia. In this
program a student matriculates two
years at Columbia after three years of
study at Hendrix. When the “student
completes the five years of schooling,
he will receive a bachelor of arts de.
gree from Hendrix and a bachelor of
scicnce from Columbia.

Cottey will receive an $1800 scho-
larship to study chemical metallurgy.

Price, a member of the Hendrix
basketball tcam, will receive a $2,000
scholarship to study industrial engin-
neering.

Zakrzewski, a member of the Hen-
drix track team, will receive a $3,800
scholarship to study clectrical engi-
neering,

T

DR. BOB MERIWETHER of Hendrix
College was the speaker for the
Senior Dinner, honoring graduates,
held in First Church, Benton, May
9. Dr. Ed Hollenbeck is their
pastor.

JOHN COPHER, religious educa-
tion director at First Church,
Searcy, was the leader for Youth
Week held at Bryant United Meth-
odist Church, April 29 through May
2. The Rev. Albert M. Elder is the
Bryant pastor.

$15,000-$30,000 YEAR PROFIT POTEN-
TIAL ~ Send $2.00 for book, “Raising
Rabbits for Us." Satisfaction guaranteed {
or money back,

RABBIT RANCHERS OF AMERICA

Box 118-AM  Braman, Oklahoma 74632

FIBERGLASS
® STEEPLES

® STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS
o CROSSES
® LIGHTED SIGNS

Write for free
color brochure.

UNITED STATES
POSTAGE STANMP
MIACHINE

If you qualify as our local distributor, we will
do everything necessary to put you in busi-
ess.,
n Men or Women
Age No Barrier

Profits Will Amaze You
For Modest Investment

POSTAGE STAMPS, INC.
300 interstate Narth'N. W.
Atlanta, Ga. 30339
Phone: 432-443g
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Over 50 students from Wesley Foundations at Henderson State Teacher’s
College, Arkadelphia; Southern State College, Magnolia; University of
Arkansas at Monticello, and University of Arkansas at Little Rock at-
tended a recent Little Rock Conference weekend retreat at Petit Jean
State Park, accompanied by Foundation directors and their wives. Di-
rectors are, the Rev. Robert W. Trieschmann, Henderson; the Rev. Allen
B. Bonsall, Southern State; the Rev. Sam Jones, UALR; and the Rev.
Thomas A. Abney, UAM,

¥

The Youth Choir of De-
A AL YN . Valls Bluff First Church

7 presented an Easter
Cantata  Paim  Sunday.
The choir wore new
robes, a gift from Mr.
and Mrs. Conway George.
Mrs. Caroline Gershner
| . . - is director and Mrs.
v 3y June Whiteside is organ-
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Wesley Foundation members from the University of Arkansas at Monticello
were among those attending the recent retreat at Petit Jean State Park.
The weekend activities included sunset services and ‘‘bonfire experi-
ences.”” A communion service concluded the retreat.

T ¢

Poetny Panorama

by barbara mulkey

“The soul deep in prayer as a hyacinth,

stretches forth its pillar of bloom; Feclers

- _o£ fragrance unseen to the edge of the room.”
(Evelyn Underhill)

A Prayer For Those Who Mourn

God, grant that those in this fair land
Whose lives are filled with sadness,

May know the touch of Christ’s warm hand
Which fills the heart with gladness.

-by Herman Glenn Bonds

* ¥ %

A Prayer

Lord, help me to bear my pain
With patience, without fear;
Help me to feel Your strength,
To me, be very near.

i , } need You every hour,

Oh, Gracious Lord, | pray

To take away my unworthiness
And give me a brighter day!

Remold me, Lord, renew me,
My heart again | give.

Grant me Your compassion,
For others let me live. i

Let me feel another’s pain,

To sympathize and care,

To-do some kindly deed for Thee,
Their burdens help to bear!

And | will ever be grateful

For strength beyond my need.

And | will ever say, “‘Thank You, Lord!
You have been gracious, indeed.”

-by Nina Byram Gilbert
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