e ey

S v v

-ﬂmu‘fﬂi‘-‘u-?f“4im.i.n‘...’“uuunn AdAatiafdhyivdeasdsin

Both YEAR

The congregation of First United Methodist Church in Mountain

View filled thejr new sanctuary (shown above) for the f

irst time

on Sunday moming, February 7, even though the Rev. E. J. Holi-
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Mrs. Linda Reaves

for the Laubach literacy workshop

held in Asbury United Methodist Church,

and 12 to train tutors for non-readers.

Little Rock, Febry-
Pulaski Coun-

ty is estimated to have 24,000 functional illiterates.

field, Batesville District superintendent could not be present due

fo snow and icy roads. The Rey. Raymond Hawkins, pastor, of- Pulaski County Literacy Council forms (

ficially opened the new church brought the mes.
sage of the morning.

noon. The building,

erected by the R. & W. Construction Com.-

pany of North Little Rock, contains 6000 square

feet.

ublic Relations Workshop

P

at Aldersgate Camp

by Katie Rice

As one delegate expressed it: “Alders-

A Pulaski County Council on Liter-

that of guiding and fi-
nancing a literacy program in
county, of searching out students de-
siring to learn to
each with a volunteer teacher,

simplified method of “each one, teach
one.” Three-hour workshops were held
morning and evening, February 10, 11
Mrs. Lela Tisdale of Fayette-
ville taught the morning sessions and
Linda Reaveg led the night
classes, Approximately 120 persons
from a crosg section of the city at-
tended one or two sessions, and many
of these will be assisting in many

Eighty-five persons attending the phases of the new program other than .
“Aldersgate is . . . action - -+ con-  gate is the Christjan spirit expressed in workshops became accredited ag ty- teaching, ;
cern . . . commitment . . | understand-  its true form.” It is fel there that tors of non-readers, using the Laubach The organization of the counci] and |
ing . .. fellowship . . . ecumenism , . . camping contributes in a unique way - election of officers was scheduled for
service . . . love . . . hope . . . recon- to helping campers grow in their de- Tues_day night, February 16,
ciliation . . . involvement . . - outreach  velopment of 3 Christian sense of

-+ - good will.” This sign on the walls
of the Matkin Building at Aldersgate

amp expressed the theme of the pub-
lic relations workshop which was held
at the Camp February 5 and 6.

The purpose of the workshop was
to provide cducational material and
visual aids to delegates from churches
over the state who seck to better un-
derstand the program of Aldersgate,

A scrics of slides with an accom-
panying script was prepared to pic-
ture and explain in graphic detail the
various activities offered, These slides
will be available to groups on request.
he public relations committec of the
tamp urges all groups to use the slides
with the accompanying brochure of
informative materials as a resource for
programs. ‘

How fortunate we are to have this
unique mission right here in our state!

values  through simple living ‘and the
absence of artificial Standards. Like-
wise the experience leads to self-re-
liance and dependability, and respect
and appreciation for persons across
all religious and racia] lines,

The summer program of Aldersgatc

provides day camp and resident camp .

opportunities to the blind," the deaf,
the mentally retarded, the emotionally
disturbed and the deprived. There jg
a year-round program which includes
conferences, workshops, retreats, camp-
outs, picnics, and banquets.

The resource materials for programs
may be secured by writing: Camp Al-
dersgate, 2000 Aldersgate Road, Little
Rock, Arkansas 72202,

We urge you to use the materials
10 acquaint Arkansas with the precious
gift of sharing which js manifest at
Aldersgate.,
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Internship training
session scheduled
for Saturday

A training session wil] be con-
ducted Saturday, February 20, at
First Church, Little Rock, for min-
isters and laymen from Arkansas
churches that might be involved
in the internship program of Per-
kins School of Theology.

Dr. Claud H. Rohlts, director
of field education at Perkins, wil}
lead the session, presenting de-
tails of the program whichis sched-
uled to get underway next Faj].
Thehope is that some of the church-
S represented will move toward

final plans for participating in the
internship program.

ithout waiting for the new council

SpPot announcements
on radio and television to persuade
non-readers to caj 666-0234 (the
CONTACT phone number) for infor-
mation about the t_ﬂfaining.

BENTON PASTOR RECEIVES

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION
AWARD

Dr. Edward B, Ho]]cnbcck, pastor
of First United Mecthodist Church,
Benton, has been hamed one of the

dation awards at Valley Forge, pa.

. b
Hollenbeck received the awarq for his
sermon,

“Are We Afraid of Frece-
dom?” which Was preached before the

Benton congregation onp July 5 197¢. ‘

|
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Dr. J. Ralph Clayton, Conway District superintendent (l.), pre-
sented a License to Preach to Randy McPherson (center), at the
close of morning worship at Rose City Beacon UM Church in
North Little Rock on Feb. 7. The Rev. Calvin Mitchell, pastor
is shown at right. Randy is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Odel McPher-
son and a sophomore in Hendrix College. All are members of the

Rose City Beacon church.

E. A. Bowen, scoutmaster of Troop
24 which meets at Asbury United
Methodist Church, Little Rock, was
recognized recently by that church as
he entered his 49th year of continuous
service as a scoutmaster. This is a
national record.

On February 7 the church observed
Boy Scout Sunday with the members
of this troop, their parents and mem-
bers of the Troop Committee as spec-
ial guests.

Flowers were presented by Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Nutt honoring Mr. Bowen,
and in loving memory of their son,
Thomas Edward Nutt, assistant scout-
master of Troop 24, and Paul Y. Grif-
fin, Sr. for their devotion, leadership
and contributions to the Boy Scouts
of America and Troop 24. The pastor,
the Rev. Edward W. Harris, preached

" on the topic, “Wanted—a Youth.”

At a recent recognition dinner for
Church School teachers, Mr. Bowen
was recognized for 50 years of teach-
ing at Asbury Church, The citation
given him on that occasion states:
%His leadership of youth has been
measured by more than length of
years. In inspiration and in dedica-
tion to Christian ideals, his labors can
be measured only in terms of thou-
sands of young people whose lives
have been molded in the Christian
pattern by his teachings and his ex-
ample.” .

A recent television program on
Channel 7, Little Rock, presented a
documentary film on the program and
activities of Troop 24 and an inter-
view with Mr. Bowen. This film is to

Scoutmaster honored for long service

be presented to him and to Asbury’s
Troop 24 and will be shown to the
congregation at an early date.

The assistant scoutmaster of Troop
24 is Jerry V. Conatser. Troop Com-
mittee members are: R. W. McGuire,
R. J. Wilson, Walter Douglas, J. W.
Nutt, Don L. Riggin, Frank Smith, J.
G. Wilson, and H.?Dean Yancey.

E. A. Bowen was recently hon-
ored on Boy Scout Sunday at As-
bury Church, Little Rock, as he
entered his 49th year of contin-
uous service as a scoutmaster,
a record for the nation. Mr. Bo-
wen, front row left, and Jerry V.
Conatser, front right, assistant
scoutmaster, are shown with

V.C.S. Coaching
Conference staff
announced

A select group of Laboratory-
Trained leaders will lead in a series
of meetings for District Teams at First
United Methodist Church, Little Rock,
March 2-3, 1971.

Leaders arc: Nursery, Mrs. N. J.
Garrett, Crossett; Kindergarten, Mrs.
Kelley Oliver, Arkadelphia; Elemen-
tary, I-II, Mrs. W. A, Clark, Little
Rock, III-1V, the Rev. Sam Jones,
Star City, V-VI, Mrs. Ferris Norton,
Crossett.

Class for directors of Vacation
Church schools will be taught by Mrs.
V. B. Story, Little Rock. The dinner
meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. in the
dining room at First Church, Partici-
pating in the program are the Rev.
Everett M. Vinson, director of Pro-
gram Council, Little Rock Confer-
ence, Dr. John P, Miles, pastor, Arka-
delphia  First United Methodist
Church, the Rev. Bryan Stephens,
chairman, Little Rock Conference
Board of Education, and the District
Coordinators of Children’s Ministry:
Mrs. Kelley Oliver, Arkadelphia Dis-
trict, Mrs. Roy 1. Bagley, Camden
District. Mrs. Grafton Thomas, Little
Rock District, Mrs. N. J. Garrett,
Monticello District, Mrs. W. N. Har-
grove, Pine Bluff District.

Mr. and Mrs. William O. Elmore
and Luan will provide the music.

Registration time is 1:00 p.m..
March 2, sessions closing at 12:30

5
b
Dr. Walter M. Albritton, director
of the Department of Koinonia
Ministries of the General Board
of Evangelism, will be the speak-
er for the Dutch Treat luncheon
to be held Wednesday, February
24, at 12:00 noon at Gardner Me-
morial United Methodist Church,
North Little Rock. The luncheon,
being held during the period of
the mid-year meetings of the
boards and agencies of the North
Arkansas Annual Conference, is
sponsored by the Board of Evan-
gelism. Those who have not

made reservations are urged to

send them to the Program Coun-
cil, 22nd and Poplar, North Lit-
tle Rock, Ark. 72114.

p.m., March 3.

— Mrs. John L. Tucker
Director Children’s Work
Little Rock Confcrence

T

Ev‘e.ry Method»/stPastor
Every Methodist Lay Person

is invited to attend the

Convocation For Christ

Gardner Memorial U.M. Church
North Little Rock

April 23 and 24, 1971

Inspiring, heart-warming messages
by internationally known speakers

Challenging Workshop Sessions

led b

dedicated, practical, experienced
ministers and lay people

Watch for further announcements!
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Hn these days of space travel we
have  grown accustomed to
thinking in terms of “count.
downs” as the anxiety mounts
concerning the dramatic mo-
ments in these history-making
flights. We are also reminded
that during World War II we
were conditioned to think in
terms of the approaching days of
great decision. We can recall
what “D—minus ten” meant in
relation to a dramatic event like
the invasion of Europe. Ash
Wednesday which comes next
week reminds us of one of the
most  significant “countdowns”
as the Lenten Season begins and
we Jook toward Easter, It will be
“E—minus forty” as we look
ahead to Easter and jts great im-
pact on Christian living,

As we move through Mardi
Gras into Lent we will be de-
ciding what the season of spirit-
ual preparation will mean to us
this year. There are many indi-
cations that an increasing num-
ber of Protestants are noting the
arrival of Lent and making some
serious approach to a deepened
religious life that will prepare
them for a more meaningful ob-
servance of Easter.

There are so many resources
to help us give meaning to Lent
that we should pause now and
consider which of them we will
enlist for our own “countdown
to Easter.” There are continuing
signs from the world around us
—through journalists and play-
wrights and others—of 2 hunger
of a great multitude of people
that we feel can be satisfied by a
challenging observance of Lent.

The word “Lent” comes from
the Anglo-Saxon word “Lenc-
ten,” which meant “Spring.” For
the Christian it came to mean far
more than just the lengthening of
days and the coming of Spring,
We are creatures of an ebb-and-
flow in relation to worship and
spiritual realities, and we seem
to need great emotional moments
to refuel us for other days when
our religious experience levels
off. The center of faith for the
Christian is in the Resurrection
making real the victories which
are possible over sin and death,
When we are properly prepared
for it, we celebrate Easter with
joyful song and praise.

Lent is that season of the year
which has been set apart for the
special  consideration of our
Lord’s own preparation for his
death. It consists of the forty-six
days preceding Easter, and is it-
self introduced by the three Sun-
days before Ash Wednesday. The

LEN T —"E - Minus Forty”

climax of Mardi Gras comes on
Shrove Tuesday, the day before
Ash Wednesday.

Scripture is filled with the ac-
counts of 40-day periods of
dramatic significance. Moses,
Elijah and Jesus fasted for such
a period at crucia] moments in
their lives. The period of the
forty years of wandering of Ts-
rael in the wilderness during the
Exodus likewise gives dramatic
meaning to the same figure.

In the earlier history of the ob-
servance of Lent quite a bit of
flexibility was found in the dura-
tion and mode of observing the
season. A certain uniformity
came first when the church start.
ed observing five days of fasting
a week for eight weeks before
Easter,

Ash Wednesday, which comes
this year on February 24, gets
its name from the custom of
burning the ashes of the palms
used in the services of the pre-
vious Palm Sunday. In many
places these ashes are applied to
the foreheads of worshippers as
a symbol of their penitence, It
Was in connection with such an
act of penance that the idea de-
veloped that Lent would be an
excellent time to plan special
good works and almsgiving. This
is why a number of Protestant
groups have for a number of
years initiated appeals for their
members to become involved in
special efforts to meet human
need.

Pope Gregory wrote of Lent,
“From this day (Ash Wednes.
day) unto the joys of Paschal
solemnity there are six weeks
coming . . . that we, who through
the past year have lived too
much for ourselves, should mor-
tify ourselves to our Creator in
the tenth of the year through
abstinence. Whence, most dear
Brethren, as ye are bid by the
law to offer the tenth of your
substance, so contend to offer to
him also the tenth of your days.”

While the length of the period
is only traditional and the modes

P TP v Fy s | T

of observing it are variable, the
idea which lies at the heart of
Lent is permanent and of bind-
ing authority, The sou] of man
needs seasons of quiet for its
growth in wisdom and stature.
Life demands that there should
be times of special endeavor,

Lent can never be the exclu-
sive property of any religious
group, nor can any of us be free
from the obligation to give some
special consideration to jts chal-
lenges. One group may observe
it in ways which do not commend
themselves to others, but this
does not justify the rejection by
any.

Prompted by the Reformation,
some Protestants reacted dras-
tically against Lent with its legal-
ism and emphasis on good
works. Christ fasted, said Cal-
vin, but not as an example for
his followers. This Reformer felt
that a better stance would be
moderation in ajl things. John
Wesley agreed, saying that fast-
ing during Lent wag “more of a
hindrance than a help.”.

The important question js still,
“What will Lent mean to me?”
At the center of the Protestant
approach is the conviction that
€very man is his own priest. This
means that no religious discipline
will be individually helpful un-
less it speaks to a need that is
felt personally, Thig says that if
you have felt for a long time that
you should do more devotional
reading, Lent is the time for you
to begin. If you feel an honest
hunger  for * more knowledge
about the Bible of Christian
theology - then you should start
ow on that quest, If your at-
tendance at church and church
school have been irregular, do
something about jt during Lent.

/2 d

For more than five years
building in a relatively obscure sec-
tion of Washington, D.C.
“living a double life”
home for a Jewish congregation as
well as for its own
Episcopal Church,

Come Friday night ever since 1966
the Episcopal

ted

Micah, a smal] congregation of Re-
form Jews,

th

of

its

T

¢ mission church of the
Diocese of Washington for five years, ||
primarily to provide a place for its |l
religious schools on Saturdays. Until
recently thiggs were on a rather in- ||
formal basis. i
ment has been entered into by the two ||
groups and if, at the end
things are looking as rosy as they do
now, the Jewish congregation and the
Episcopalians might make their little
arrangement a permanent fixture,

L

Washington, a section that has seen &
massive urban renewal and shifting of |
populations, the arrangement seemed |
to be indicated for both congregations. (|
St. Augustine’s has
members
much larger.
When Temple Micah gets
services on Saturday about all that || .
IS necessary for the transition is to "’

pull

of St. Andrew
Gay banners
and “Live” can stay on the walls so ||
far ag Sidney
Jewish
Inside the church, an office js be. {1
ing prepared for use by the rabbi, ad- !
jacent to the vicar’s office. Both con- !
gregations will use the same office /
for their respective secretaries. Other |
maintenance

pro-rata,
Rabbi Mehlman
attitude which
phere of the arrangement: “I am firm- |' |
ly opposed
dampening his Christian spirit,

EPISCOPAL AND JEWISH

CONGREGATIONS SHARE { I

WASHINGTON BUILDING

a church ’

has been | |
in providing a |

|
|
St. Augustine’s 1“
{

church has been conver-

Into a  synagogue for Temple |;

emple Micah has been a tenant of i
i Episcopal |

Now a three-year agree- |

of that time, |

ocated in the Southwest Quadrant

only about 175 1
and Temple ~Micah isn’t

ready for
a covering down over the cross I

whichis on the altar.
proclaiming “Rejoice”

|
|
Booth, president of the |!'
congregation is concerned. f

expenses will be shared,

has expressed an | -
indicates the atmos- »

to Bill’s (the rector)

I should not become a watered down

Jew.”

just as ’[

t | /
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OF THE WORLD OF RELIGION

by doris woolard

World Council of Churches’ rehabilitation plans for
flood-ravaged East Pakistan include the building
of three new villages housing 1,800 families. The
Rev. Alan Brash, head of the WCC’s Division of
Interchurch-Aid, Refugee and World Service, said
the villages will cost about $750,000. Some 240
Protestant and Orthodox Churches holding Council
membership are asked to provide the funds. Former
bamboo huts will be replaced by simple two-room
concrete houses with reinforced roofs, said Mr.
Brash, and villages will be protected by sea em-
bankments and forest belts, Each village replaced

* will be provided with fishing and agricultural equip-

ment and livestock.

Dr. Robert V. Moss, one of three Protestant
leaders of denominations which accredit chap-
lains, said following the trio’s recent visit in
South Vietnam with 250 of the 390 chaplains
serving the area that chaplains there are doing
an impressive job working with morale prob-
lems, drug addiction and racism among the
U.S. troops. Dr. Moss reported being “much
impressed” by the attitude of villagers in the
MeKong Delta toward the four-man military
assistance teams there. “My impression is that
the Community Defense and Development Pro-
gram is doing more to win Vietcong and other
dissident South Vietnamese over to the present
government . . . than is military superiority.”

Religious News Service reports that “a small, timid
step toward new directions in American ecumenism
was taken by the policy-making General Bd. of the
Nat’l. Council of Churches” meeting in Louisville
recently. Hours of talk involved an “Ecui-Modal”
plan to convert the Council into a less centralized
and more broadly-based organization, The restruc-
tured agency envisions participation by non-NCC
member Protestant bodies—such as the Southern
Baptists—and possibly Roman Catholics. The pro-
posal would “replace the centrally-governed and
tightly-coordinated NCC ' with decentralized, vir-
tually autonomous ecumenical instrumentalities.”

“Pjous” people having devotional orientations
show less prejudice than other members of their
social class, according to a sociological survey
released by Dr. Thomas C. Campbell of the
Chicago. Theological Seminary and Dr. Yoshio
Fukuyama of Penn, State University. The sur-
vey among 8,000 members of the United
Church of Christ revealed that the most involv-
ed laymen in the United Church were found to
Le persons who were former Presbyterians and
Mecthodists. A devotional style of participation
in the church, said the sociologists, “presents
an important prescription for the life of the
churches in our time.”

*“We must turn from a ‘how’ oriented society to a
‘why’ oriented people,” declared Kansas United
Methodist Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe during the
opening session of the annual Bd.of Education meet-
ing in Nashville, The Supday school and the church
related college, two major concerns of the Board,
arc faced with possible death, the bishop said-<‘Un-
til the answer is clear of why I should send my child
to Sunday school or why I should support a church-
telated college we're going to have trouble.” Stowe
said the church must be at the center of socicty
creating a value system which speaks to issues such
as peace, human lifc values, racism, hunger, poverty
and ecology. He urged Christian educators to give
to their day a theology of hope rooted both in the
past and future.
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More and more Episcopal Church clergy may have
to support themselves while serving churches in the
Diocese of Minnesota, Bishop Philip F. McNairy
told delegates in the diocese’s annual convention.
He revealed that the diocese now has nearly 50
clergymen -who make their living in secular fields
or in specialized ministries, The bishop said he
would encourage men in seminary to equip them-
selves with dual skills and for self-support. He urged
that lay people be trained to assume many of the
roles in which clergy function.

The General Bd. of the Church of the Naza-
rene approved a record 1971 budget and ap-
pointed 18 new missionaries at its annual meet-
ing in Kansas City, Mo. It was also announced
that the board will open Nazarene work in
Singapore, Indonesia, Ecuador and the Baha-
mas in *71. Other actions included approval of
10 per cent increases in missionary salaries,
and establishment of a pension plan for pas-
tors. First checks will be issued in April to
about 500 retired clergymen.

The American Broadcasting Co. has produced a
special 10-week series of television programs on

“Religion in America Today.” The half-hour pro-

grams are scheduled for broadcast Feb. 28 through
May 16, except for April 4 and 11 when the series
will be interrupted for special Easter and Passover
programs, “This series is the most ambitious, sus-
tained TV study of the contemporary religious spirit
at the grassroots ever presented,” according to a
spokesman. ABC has produced the special series
for its continuing “Directions” program in coopera-
tion with visual and audio agencies of the Nat'l
Council of Churches, the Catholic Church, the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary of America, and the
Southern Baptist denomination.

Evangelist John Haggai, Southern Baptist
clergyman, will officiate at the opening of his
new international headquarters in Singapore—
a foreign mission base which it is hoped will
generate 487-million “Asian contacts” by 1976.
He explained that “a growing nationalism in
non-Eastern, non-white nations combines with
an increasing resentment against American pa-
ternalism (whether imaginary or real) to close
doors te American ideology.” Haggai said,
“Evangelism International is seeking to deal
with the growing crisis in foreign missions...
the missionary effort is not dying, but it is
changing—radically.” The ministry of EI is
to train national Christians through a series of
lsen‘liinars to become missionaries in their own
ands,
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A set of guidelines for writers of church litera-
ture has been adopted by the Sunday School
Bd. of the Southern Baptist Convention. The
guidelines acknowledge “the possibility of
more than one interpretation of certain Scrip-
ture passages, theological doctrines, and cur-
rent issues.” However, they add, “utmost care
and discretion shall be used by writers and edi-
tors when presenting interpretations and copin-
ions not generally held by Southern Baptists,
whether these Le in the area of the Bible, theo-
logy, ethics, science or current social questions.,”
The 21-page statement was prepared by How-
ard P. Colson, editorial sccretary of the Sun-
day School Bd.

The Rev. Paul E. McCoy, Wilmington, Del., presi-
dent of a recently organized group of 14 inner city
Methodist churches, said most of them *“can’t go it
alone” and need the support and help of fellow
churchmen in the suburbs. He appealed to suburban
churches to establish “yoked” relationships with in-
ner city congregations which urgently need assis-
tance. ‘

People are still starving on the Ganges Delta
of East Pakistan, struck by the Nov. 14 cyclone
and tidal wave, according to a Minncapolis
man who went as a volunteer to investigate the
situation, “It is impossible to give these mil-
lions enough food, shelter, medicine and cloth-
ing,” reported William G. Fisher, consultant
for Lutheran Brotherhood (fraternal insurance
seciety), on his return from an eight-day boat
trip into the disaster area. Mr. Fisher urged
that residents of the Delta be relocated in an
area away from this zone visited by disastrous
cyclones on the average of every five years. The
land is losing its fertility and engineers told
him it would be impossible to build dikes that
could withstand the tidal waves,

Terence Cardinal Cooke’s recent appeal for a “sub-
stantial” state aid program for non-public schools
has been sharply challenged by the Committee for
Public Education and Religious Liberty (PEARL).
PEARL has called on the N.Y. State Legislature to

reject “all bills aimed at giving public funds to non- .

public schools.” William Haddad, co-chairman of
the 29-member organization, said “We see an all-out
campaign to distribute untold millions of dollars of
public funds to parochial schools, as if the strict
prohibition against such aid were not there at all.”
“Private and parochial schools have a place in
American education and in a free society. But they
have no call on the public purse for support,” Had-

dad said.
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WASHINGTON, D.C - Dr. J. A. 0. Preus, president of the Lutheran Church-Mis-

souri Synod, issues an appeal to religious leaders throughout the world to inter-
cede on behalf of American prisoners of war in Southeast Asia. With Dr. Preus
(center), as he issues his call at a Washington, D.C., press conference, are, left
to right; Mrs. Bobby Vinson, whose husband is missing in action; Air Force Col.
Norris M. Overly, one of the first POWs released by North Vietnam; Dr. Preus;
Army Major James N. Rowe, who escaped from the Vietcong after almost six years
of captivity; and Mrs. Kevin J. McManus, whose husband is a prisoner of war in

North Vietnam. (RNS Photo)
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DAILY BIBLE READING

Below is a schedule for the
Daily Bible Reading, which the
Board of Evangelism invites you
to use as a regular guide for
use in your homes.

Feb., 21—Sunday John 11:1-2¢
Feb. 22 Luke 15:1-10
Feb. 23 Luke 19:1-1¢
Feb. 24 John 12:32-3¢
Feb. 25 John 12:46-50
Feb. 26 John 14:1-¢
Feb. 27 John 15:12-17 .

Feb, 28—Sunday = John 20:21-31

CHOIR APPRECIATION DINNER
AT FORREST CITY

A musical decorative theme
was carried out on Wednesday
night, January 27, when members
of the Chancel Choir of First Uni-
ted Methodist Church in Forrest
City were honored at an Apprecia-
tion Dinner. Wesleyan Service
Guild members were hosts to the
event, as they have been for sev-
eral consecutive years.

Seated at the head table were
James E. Justiss, chojr director,
and Mrs. Justiss, Mrs. Herman
Young, church organist, and Mr.
Young, and Mrs. Rodney Wylds,
Guild president.

Fifty-two guilders and choir
members attended the buffet, Af-
ter dinner the weekly choir re-
hearsal and monthly Guild meet-
ing were held in Separate sessions.

WIDOW KNITS FOR
CHILDREN’S HOME

A brighter Christmas for chil-
dren of the Methodist Children’s
Home in Little Rock was made
possible by the efforts of Mrs.
Grace F. Teter of Murray. Mrs.
Teter knit 30 sweaters for the
smaller children in a variety of
styles and colors. Some were
short-sleeved, some pull-overs and
some cardigans. Many were two
and three-toned in stripes and pat-
terns. The Jasper Women’s So-
ciety of Christian Service raised
$2.25 per sweater to pay for the
yarn. Mrs. Teler is a widow who
bccupies many hours knitting for
friends and family.

T

53 OFFICIALS HONORED
AT WESLEY CHURCH, TULSA

Fifty-three officials of Wesley
United Methodist Church, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, were presented certi.
ficates of appreciation at Sunday
services, January 31. The ser-
vice was led by the Rov. C. G.
Tillmon, pastor. The program in-
cluded expressions of thanks from
the Rev. E. L. Stewart, former dis-
trict superintendent, Curley Hig-
gens, representing youth, and Mrs.
Viola Hertt, representing adults.
The Rev. L Pointer, former
pastor, was a guest, with the 75
members, at the meal which fol-
lowed.  Phincas Thompson c¢li-
maxed the evening with ap original
poem ‘‘Give It the Begt You’ve
Got.*’
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THE REV. STEVE AVERITT has
joined the staff of Oak Forest
United Methodist Church, Little
Rock, as youth worker. A student
at UALR, Steve is the son of Mrs.
L. W. Averitt and the late Rev.
L. W. Averitt. He was recently
licensed to preach. The Qak For-
est pastor is the Rev. W. A. Stew-
art, Jr.

THE REV. AND MRS, JAMES G.
SMITH of Route 1, Fort Smith,
Wwere recent patients in the Meth.
odist Hospital in Memphis, where
he had two major operations and
she received treatment.

ONE HUNDRED CATHOLIC and
Methodist Young people from the
Little Rock metropolitan area par-
ticipated in a recent ecumenical
youth service at Fort Roots Vet-
erans  Administration Hospital
chapel. Young people from Mark-
ham Church, Little Rock, joined
the folk group from the Air Base
and Catholic youth organizations
of St. Mary’s and St. Ann’s Catho-
lic churches in singing religious
music in a liturgical setting. The
Rev. John Workman is the Mark-
ham pastor.

FIRST CHURCH, SPRINGDALE,
1S preparing foraLay Witness Mis-
sion on February 26-28. M. and
Mrs. Rex Pettijohn from Stigler,
Okla, will serve as co-ordinators,
and Dr. and Mrs. Oscar Kimbrough
are serving as local chairmen.
The Rev. Clint M. Atchley is the
pastor.

THOMAS A. FOWLER, a business-
man from Dallas, Tex. was the
co-ordinator for the Lay Witness
Mission held gt First Church,
Hamburg, January 29-31. Gordon
Hennington was “the local chair-
man. The Rev, Virgil Bell is the
pastor.

DR. WILLIAM 0. SCROGGIN, di-
rector of public relations for Phil-
ander Smith College, was the guest
preacher at Holiday Hills United
Methodist Church, January 31,
The Rev. Tom J. Cowan 1s the
pastor.

THE SMACKOVER CHURCH sur-
prised the pastor and family, the
Rev. and Mrs. Albert Eldor and
son, Terry, at the recent family
pot-luck supper. Following the
meal, each Elder wag presented
a gift from the church members hip
in appreciation of their service to
the church and community. Benny
Taylor gave the invocation. Upon
returning home, the Eldor family
found an old-fashioned pounding
from the members,

CONGRATULATIONS

We are happy to announce
the birth of a son, Jerrod Ray,
to Mr. and Mrs. George Hozen-
dorf of Memphis, Tenn. on Sun-
day, February 14. Proud grand-
parents are Dr. and Mrs. C.
Ray Hozendorf of Littie Rock
and Mr. and Mrs. Roger Crum

© tor of First U. M. Church

of Stuttgart.

GARDNFR MEMORIAL United
Methodist Church, North Little
Rock, has employed Jay Holsted
as youth director ‘and assistant to
the pastor. Mr. Holsted Is a sen-
lor ministerial student at Hendrix
College and is married to the form-
er Martha Brown. He is the son

of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Holsted of

North Little Rock. Mr. Holsted
will begin at Gardner on March
14, working part-time with the Rev.
Floyd G. Villines, Jr., pastor.
After graduation, he wil] work
full time.

THF REV. WORTH GIBSON, pas-
Jones-
boro, will be the preacher for re-
vival services at First Church,
Jacksonville, the week of Feb-
ruary 21. The Rev. Bob Edwards
is the pastor.

THE HARTFORD, HACKETT and
Midland Youth Fellowships had a
joint meeting on Sunday, January
31, at Hartford to view a film on
‘“The Pros and Cons of Marijuana.’’
A group discussion was held the
following Sunday. The Rev. Roger

E. Glover is pastor of the Hartford
Charge.
DR. WALTER R. HAZZARD,

president of Philander Smith Col-
lege, will be the guest preacher
at First Church, Jonesboro, on
February 21. The choir from the
college will furnish special music
for the second service. The ser-
vice marks the beginning of Broth-
erhood Week. The pastor is the
Rev. Worth Gibson. '

GUESTS WHO COMPOSED the
panel which led the first session
of the study ““How the Word Gets
Around’* at Winfield United Meth-
odist Church, Little Rock, Feb-
ruary 7, were: Bob Hicks, Chan-
nel 11 TV personality; Bob Mec-
Cord, editor of the editorial page
of The Arkansas Democrat; angd
Dr. Alfred A. Knox, editor of the
Arkansas Methodist, The Rev. J.
Edward Dunlap is the pastor.

FOR SALE

16mm Used
Projectors

Bell & Howell
RCA - Graflex
Kodak — Ampro — Victor

$100 and wp —

guaranteed

ALL-STATE SUPPLY,INC.

1212 E. 6th St
Little Rock, Ark.

(Phone 374-]687)
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meeting in First Church,
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Jor your church

- .. when you avail yourself ‘
of Houck'’s complete Chyrch §
Music services. Satisfy your
musical needs in an atmo- |
sphere of friendly know-how \
with complete church-oriented !
facilities. You and your music i
committee have only to call— I
or come by! |

Serving Musie Since 1897
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——
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"News g Brlef" FIRST CHURCH, BENTON, has THE REV. STACY OLLAR, JR., THE FEBRUARY Session of the 3 i
recently heard two outstanding son of Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Ollar, Study_“How the Word Gets Around?’ ' L
THE REV. ED MATTHEWS, For- speaker_s as part of their missiop Sr. of Bryan_t, Ark., and pastor of at [irst Church, Forrest City, ‘ fji
dyce First United Methodist Church  ©mphasis. On Jan. 94 they heard  the First United Method;st Church  was led by Dav_e Cupp who l_ed‘ in ' , |
minister, was guest preacher for Dr. Henry A. Lacy, executive sec-  of Wamggo, Kansas, will accom-  the CopSIeratlon of telqwsu_m ] ’
the Feb. 7-11 “‘Winter Week of retary for Indlg and Nepal of the  pany Bishop and Mrs. McFerrin communication. Billy Cline is
Preaching’® at Scott Memorial ~ United Methodist Board of Mis-  Stowe of the Kansas Area and 28 chairman for the study. The Rev.
Church, Eudora. The Revy. Merle Slons. On Jan. 81 the Speakers  other Kansas ministors on a 10  Byron McSpadden is the pastor. :J ‘
A. Johnson, Jr. is minister at the &eredDr. an((i]_Mrls. James E. M- day tour of the Holy Land ’?}?d |
Eudora’ church. The evening ser- I (;a_n onh, n}lle 1cab missionaries to  Greece from March. 3-12. e GUEST LEADERS for the youth { i
ies was built around broag con- x;éabw (t)h a\ée teennglpp(})lrt?d I church has underwritten h{lll the groups of Ashdown United Mot |
cepts of the Eplphany Season—a Eu:nbex.'y of eearesn OI;)I' I}:l(ch ](;r . expenses for Mr. Ollaron this tour. odist Church on January 31 were
time  for commemorating the re- beck is they astor. olien ‘ the Rev. George Tanner, pastor ‘
vealing of Jesus as the Christ to pastor. ASSOCIATE JUSTICE John A. f Lakeside United Methodist
the Gentiles in the persons of the BILL LEAVITT,advertising agen- Fogleman of the Arkansas State Church,‘ Lake Village, who met
Magi at Bethlehem. Sermons em- Cy executive and former director Supreme Court, was the speaker  with the Junior Highs, and the
phasized the need for individuals of Methodist Information, was the for the February 9 meeting of the Rev. Palmer Gamer, pastor of " ‘
fo sense a fresh awareness of leader for the February 14 ses- Methodist Men of Washington Ave- First Church, McGehee, who met !
God’s continuing mighty acts and  sion of the study of “How the pye United Methodist Church, North  with the Senjpr Highs. The Ash- |
to experience personal growth in  Worg Gets Around”’ at First UM.  Little Rock. The Rev. Roy E. down pastor is the Rev. Carr Dee - ’
this understanding. Church, Fordyce. Poynor is the pastor. Racop, Jr. i
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Forrest Hills:Robison 7 5 12* Lake City-Lake View:Kirkland 15 15 Monticello 131 994 5 1130 1124 101 !
Helena - First:Beal 12 45 67 Leachville:Weatherford 2 17 19 Fort Smith 189 2029 10 2228 2468 90
Holly Grove:Lancaster 21 21 Lepanto-Garden Point-Dyess: Pine Bluff 224 1164 9 1397 1700 82
Hughes:Sanford 1 15 16 Van Cleve 4 25 29 Forrest City 166 1237 6 1409 1775 79 L
Deview iLee Luxora -Keiser:Lawson 7 22 1 30 Hope 184 939 12 1135 1517 75 ' ! !
Marianna -Haynes :Parsons 3 57 60 Manila:Dorman 9 33 42 Camden 263 1320 20 1603 2193 74 P
Marion:Douglas 4 110 INE A Marked Tree:Wilder 16 65 1 82+ Little Rock 370 2208 16 2594 3604 72 i
Marvell:Eaton 2 12 14 Monette -Macy:Pettit 8 17 2 27 Conway 360 1099 33 1492 2296 65
McCrory -Fakes -Patterson:Brewer 5 55 60 Osceola:Sorrells 12 51 1 64 Batesville 258 792 29 1070 1849 58
Parkin:Anderson Trumann: Thompson Paragould 183 629" 13 825 1487 55
Vandale Ct.:Nance 4 37 41+ Tyronza-Centerview:Yarbrough 4 32 36 Arkadelphia 164 569 91 754 1440 52
West Helena:Haltom S 28 1 34 Wilson: Linam 5 17 22 Fayetteville 179 736 29 935 1960 48
West Memphis -First:Burleson 44 120 lo4** Weiner -Fisher:Lee ‘ 1 15 16 . TOTAL 2901 15285 226 18412
Rosewood:Linam ] 1 l** Promised Land:Kirkland 3 6 9
Wheatley -Salem:Nichols 4 36 40
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ke Sunday School Lessss

By: Alfred A. Knox

LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 28: Rich Toward God

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:19-34;
Luke 12:13-21

MEMORY SELECTION: Seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things shall
be yours as well, (Matthew 6:33)

AIM OF THE LESSON: To discover what Jesus
taught akbout material possessions and their re-
lationship to spiritual values; to find somce

guidelines for stewardship in our own lives.
L

On the troop transport on which I traveled to
the South Pacific in 1943 there was an Australian
civilian whom all of us came to know quite well
during the 30-day journey from San Francisco to
Brisbane. In our visits with him it became obvious
that his native land had not made nearly so much
material progress as the United States. However, he
did not seem to be disturbed by that fact. When
some of us would ask if he did not wish that Aus-
tralia had as many symbols of material prosperity
as our country, he answered, “No, you’ve paid too
great a price for your material prosperity.” Then
he would cite the statistics for high blood pressure,
heart failure, and some of the other by-products of
our hectic search for things.

Our land is the wealthiest on earth, and yet we
have discovered many things that our money cannot
buy. We may have more television sets, and bath-
tubs, and automobiles than anybody else in the
world, but we know that this does not keep us from
also having the lead in other statistics which indi-
cate that we have found neither happiness nor abun-
dant living with our money.

In the midst of a situation in which some of his
followers expressed unhappiness because he would
not intervene in a family quarrel about money,
Jesus told a story about a rich farmer who was so
successful that he could think of nothing else but
the construction of more and bigger barns to hold
his accumulated wealth. This story of “the rich fool”
is found in Luke 12: 13-21. As we consider this
parable we will be thinking about the importance
of keeping one’s own ideas concerning things in
proper perspective. Jesus talked a lot about money,
because he knew how central it is in our thinking
and in our way of life. He knew that the struggle
for money and wealth is what consumes the lives of
men and concerns the welfare of nations. He saw
it as a major indicator of where a person’s love and
allegiance really are.

Concerning the story of the *‘rich fool,” Dr. John
Knox says in The Interpreter’s Bible: “No incident
in the Gospels brings into such vivid relief what is
really the most characteristic feature of Jesus’ ethi-
cal teaching—uviz., its intense preoccupation with the
absolute will of God, with an implied indifference
to more immediate questions of casuistry.” This ref-
erence is to Jesus’ answer to the man who wanted
him to intervene in a family dispute concerning an
inheritance. He replied, “Who made me a judge or
divider over you?” (Luke 12:14) The story which
he told immediately thereafter shows that he was
not nearly so indifferent to the question that was
raised.

THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS

The backdrop against which the parable of the
rich farmer was told is painted with the colors of
covetousness, This is the poison which infiltrates so
many men’s thinking about possessions. It affects
the rich and poor alike and destroys the souls of the
“haves” and the “have nots” equally.

Luke tells us that a man stepped out of the

multitude and asked Jesus to settle a family feud
concerning property. In this case, as in many others
in the Gospels, Jesus sought to look beyond - the im-
mediate situation for an underlying cause of the
problem. He knew that he was not a judge and he
did not want to be one. He brushed aside the im-
mediate occasion and looked into the basic back-
ground of covetousness. He saw that the man was
not so concerned about justice as he was about
getting something that he wanted very badly.

Have you ever noticed how ofter Jesus listened -

to a complaint and then turned and addressed his
rebuke or correction to the complainant himself?
Dr. John Knox says: “We may complain about one
another to one another, if we want to, and with
more or less justification; but there is no possibility
of getting through to God with our complaints
against others. Before God we are confessors, not
complainants. Before God we are not judges, we
are being judged.”

As we re-examine what Jesus said about wealth
we come to see that he never said that it was wrong
to want to escape from poverty. He did not say
that the desire for wealth is evil in itself, It is when
we become covetous that trouble begins. Dr. Charles
Laymon has characterized covetousness in these
words: “We want what we want when we want it
regardless of how our wanting affects others. Then
.desire becomes sheer selfishness and negative
egotism.”

% % %

THE WEALTHY MAN AND HIS BARNS

After refusing to intervene in the man’s disputc
with his brother concerning property, Jesus said,
“Take heed, and beware of all covetousness, for a
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.” And then he told them a parable.

He tells of a successful farmer who was de-
stroyed by his success. He appears to have come by
his wealth honestly and by hard work. His fields
simply yielded an increasing abundance. We are
not told that he took land that was not his own or
that he defrauded or cheated any man. Nor are we
told that he was miserly or anti-social. He was just
like many farmers we have known-—everything he
touched seemed to turn to money. He became very
busy in the endless round of building one barn after
another to store his crops. He was absorbed by
what he owned. As Dr. George Buttrick says in
The Parables of Jesus, “The essential ‘within’ of his
nature was swallowed by the world ‘without’.”

It is clear that in this story Jesus is challenging
an accepted standard of values. It is one that he has
challenged in every generation, and he continues to
do so today. He is denying that it is possible to
achicve security by amassing property. As one of the
commentators puts it, furnishing us with our title for
today’s lesson, “One becomes secure only by being
rich toward God.”

At the heart of Jesus challenge concerning
riches is the affirmation that man cannot serve pos-
sessions and God at the same time. “*Man cannot
serve God and mammon.” He saw no possibility for
compromise in this matter, He believed that a man
must keep things at their distance. He must bc in
the material world and make his witness there, but
he must not let it dominate him.

A man is reported to have once said to his
neighbor: *“Neighbor, you are so tightfisted God
himself couldn’t pry your hand open to put a bless-
ing in it.” This was the kind of man Jesus was talk-
ing about,

ok ok

KEEPING THINGS AT A DISTANCE

We are being told repeatedly these days that we
make a mistake when we divide the world into secu-

lar and sacred compartments, What this means is
that we cannot compartmentalize the areas in which
God is at work, because he has made the material
resources just as he has made the surroundings for
worship and spiritual nurture,

However, Jesus was telling his listeners that a
man must keep things at their distance. He must

“say to his possessions: “You are not my life. You

can never be my life. There is a gulf set between
you and me.” The rich man in our story thought so
persistently and with such concentration about his
goods that the line of distinction between him and
his was erased.

Unless we keep things and persons at a distance
we will be destroyed as was the rich farmer, The
kind of world in which we live makes this difficult.
Jesus made God and human personality the su-
preme objects of devotion. His interests were pri-
marily in worth and not in use. If we are dominated
by things we cannot be as appreciative of persons
as we should be. Dr. George Harkness has said,
“The thing-centered nature of our environment
crops out everywhere in the tendency to judge the
desirability of a vocation or position by probable
income, to judge successful living by the acquisition
of material comforts, to judge the attractiveness of
recreation by the things advertised on every bill-
board.”

LI

WHERE YOUR TREASURE 1S?

At the heart of any philosophy of stewardship
is the question of priorities. More important than the
proportion of our means we bring to the support of
God’s kingdom is the concept of ownership which
we have concerning all our possessions. “Where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also,” said
Jesus, recognizing a fundamental trait of human
nature,

John Wesley had a three-fold formula which he
shared with his followers concerning wealth. He
told them to get all they could belicving that each
individual had a responsibility to himself and God
which meant he should use his abilities to their full
capacity. Then he told them to save all they could—
he was a great believer in thrift. Finally he said,
“Now, if, whilst you get all you can and save all
you can, you do not give all you can, then you are
tenfold more the child of hell than you were be-
fore.” The trouble with the rich fool in the parable
was that he could not keep his perspective as he
amassed more wealth.

Materialism will always destroy the finer things
within us. This has become a greater menace as the
years have passed and it has become possible for
us to reach out after more and more things. Dr.
William H. Kilpatrick spoke of a moral and spirit-
ual lag among those who are caught up in the
amassing of treasure on earth. He said, “Increasing
material powers are not safe except with proportion-
ately improving character.”

The choice is simple. Every man must decide
where his treasure will be. On the basis of that de-
cision will depend the outcome of this life and the
next. You cannot say your treasure is in heaven,
and then give your life to the things of earth.

* ko

TESTED BY OUR POSSESSIONS

Are we tested by our possessions as some one
has said? The New Testament tells us in many
places that some Christians are entrusted with much
wealth and revcal their nature in the manner in
which they handle it. Lon A. Speer says in Aduit
Leader: “The Christian trecats his possessions as a
trust from God . . . His conscientious stewardship
involves not only sharing with his fellow man but
preserving his God-given heritage for subsequent
generations. Alert to the necessity of protecting
carth’s riches, he guards against waste, abuse, of
pollution. Whatever he holds or oversees as his own
he uses as an expression of love for God and man
in the fulfiliment of God’s purpose.”

Is the certain “rich man” our acquisitive genera-
tion? Can we hear the gentle Jesus becoming di-
vinely indignant and saying, “Thou fool?”

By clear statement and in story form Jesus has
given us the outline of a proper attitude toward God
and wealth, True wealth consists in the final analy-
sis of a faith in Jesus Christ that will stand through
the tests of this life, and insure eternal life with God.
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Three quadrennial

CHICAGO, 1lI. (UMI) — Three
quadrennial study commissions of the
United Mcthodist Church expect to
have their reports to the 1972 General
Conference ready early that year, the
groups agreed in a joint meeting here
January 27-29,

The bodies reviewing the structure
of the general boards and agencies, the
statement of social principles of the
denomination, and the theology, doc-
trine and doctrinal standards also will
continue to check their progress with
cach other, as well as the church at
large.

Bishop James S. Thomas of Des
Moincs, Towa, chairman of the Social
Principles Commission who presided
at the joint meeting, said that he didn’t
know of a time in the.church’s his-
tory when “so many study groups are
secking the opinion of the people of
the church.”

Progress reports on the work of the
three groups was made in a joint ses-
sion, and in separate work periods.

It was announced that the report of
the Theological Commission in 1972
probably will be in several parts. The
Rev. Albert C. Outler of Southern
Methodist University’s Perkins School
of Theology in Dallas, Texas, is
chairman of the group.

One would be a statement of the
place of doctrinal formulation in the
history of the United Methodist
Church, and another would be a short
statement on the theological norms
and central emphases of United Meth-
odism.,

The commission probably will
recommend also that such a commis-
sion be continued through the 1972-
76 quadrennium and, among other
things, prepare “short, illustrative
statements on . . . the contemporary
situation in the light of United Meth-
odist concern. for faithfulness to Scrip-
ture, tradition, experience and reason.
and of pressing current personal and
social issues.”

Other reports at the joint session
revealed that the Social Principles
Commission has agreed on a drafts-
man for the document they will sub-
mit in 1972, and that the Structurc
Commission is considering grouping
functions of the church performed at
the general level into five clusters with
A number of work units in cach,

The writer, who had his second
eeting with the Social Principles
Commission’s  exccutive committce
here, is the Rev. Alan Geyer, cditor
of The Christian Century and a mem-
ber of the Northern New Jersey An-
nual Conference.

Dr. Geyer is a former professor of
political science and, before joining
the Century in 1968, was dircctor of
international relations for the United
Church of Christ’s Council for Chris-
tian  Social Action. Earlicr in the
qQuadrennium, he served as a consul-
lant to the Structure Study Commis-
ion,

Bishop Thomas emphasized that Dr.
Geyer has been rctglincd only as the
wthor of a first draft. '

“"Whatever document we submit to
he 1972 General Conference will be
‘om this entire commission.™ he said.
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by Robert Lear and John Lovelace

A timetable adopted by the group
here allows for at least two  sessions
by the executive committee, one by the
entire 32-member commission, and
others by additional church leaders to
review drafts prepared by Dr. Geyer.
The first review of a completed first
draft is scheduled for April 21.

The writer presented the first two
sections in a proposed seven-section
statement under the working title *“The
Church for the World.” The first sec-
tion, in prose poem cuplet form, re-
ceived essentially favorable response
from the commissioners and was read
aloud as a benediction to the session.

It also was announced that some
200 responses from individual and lo-
cal churches to study papers and other
published work of the commission to
date had been received. These ranged
from one-paragraph statements to one
seminarian’s term paper, and several
were multi-page documents, including
one unanimously adopted by a local
c¢hurch’s administrative board.

“The more I look uf these reports,”
said Bishop Thomas, the more im-
pressed T am with the process of the
local church.”

“We have kept good faith with the
authors of these reports by carefully
and responsibly reviewing each of the
papers.”

Bishop Thomas said the final docu-
ment will seek to be “the highest cx-
pression of freedom” and that it could
be  supplemented by specific resolu-
tions by the 1972 General Conference
or any subsequent Genera] Confer-
ence.

Most of the work time of the Struc-
ture Study Commission headed by the
Rev. Dow Kirkpatrick of Evanston,
HI., was spent in drafting a tentative
cluster structure for the grouping of

functions performed at the
church level,

As developed here and released to
the church for discussion and reactiorn
during the next two months, the clus-
ters dre in five areas—Disciple Forma-
tion, Outreach, Parish and Conference
Scrvices, Communications, and Sup-
port Services,

Specific functions were not definite-
ly assigned to the clusters, but task
forces will be at work between now
and the commission’s meeting in late
March to define the work to be done
within each cluster and propose work
units required to accomplish the func-
tions.

The task forces will be ‘made up of
study commissioners and staff and
board members of the present general
agencies of the church,

As discussed here, the clusters
would encompass inter-related func-
tions and define fields of program-
matic activity which would be per-
formed at the work unit level,

Each work unit would be directed
by a policy and guidance committee
of nine to 25 members chosen in such
4 way as to provide a balance of view-
point and special skills, Each cluster
would have a commission of 15 to 25
members, including at least one mem-
ber from each work unit policy and
guidance committee,

Work unit staffs would be headed
by a director. Each cluster would have
a president as the chief executive of-
ficer and an administrator, but except
for clerical assistance there would be
no other staff at the cluster level,

After extended discussion,  the
structure commissioners decided to
tentatively rename what they had been
calling the proposed General Council.
The term Council on Ministries and

general

study groups move closer to reports

Administration (CMA) is deemed to
be more descriptive of its functions.

Its responsibilities and membership
were retained much the same as be-
fore, but it was agreed that cluster
administrators would be chosen for
onc-year terms to serve as CMA sec-
retary. : :

Dr. Kirkpatrick stressed that al de-
cisions made here were tentative and
will be subject to review at the group’s
next session March 30-31 in New Or-
leans, La., in light of task force find-
ings and other discussions,

The three study commissions were
cstablished by the 1968 Uniting Con-
ference for ~the United Mecthodist
Church and were asked to report to
the 1972 General Conference jn At-

lanta, Ga,
T

News in Brief

A new directory of United Meth-
odist-related health and weltare agen-
cies has been published by the
church’s Health and Welfare Certifi-
cation Council, It gives detailed infor-
mation on 334 agencies that in 1970
served more than 3,000,000 persons
and gave almost $37,863,663 in free
services.

T

The United Church of Christ in Ja-
pan continues to be the largest Protes-
tant denomination in that country, ac-
cording to 1971 statistics, with 205 .-
051 members. The church represents
a merger of Protestant denominations
and is related to several churches in
North America, including the United
Methodist Church, Total Christian
population in Japan ig put at 1,069,-
576.

T

Announcing...

of the Sputhwest.

uling,

used.

All Saints’ EPISCOPA

ALL SAINTS’ curriculum includes:
advanced placement, honors courses
and independent study projects.
Innovations such as modular sched-
team teaching, programmed
instruction and learning teams are

ADMISSION BY INTERVIEW
AND TESTING

For Further Information Write
The Reverend Alex D. Dickson, Jr.
All Saints’ Episcopal School
Vicksburg, Miss. 39180
Phone 601-636-5266

ESTABLISHED 1908

gifts and

L SCHooOL
GOES COEDUCATIONAL

ALL SAINTS' is 3 four year coedu-
cational boarding high school with a
college Préparatory curriculum. It is
accredited by The Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools and by
The Independent School Association

ALL SAINTS’ accepted boys as day
students in 1970,
applications now for
boarding students for the fall of 1971.

ALL SAINTS’ not only prepares the
student for the college of his or her
choice-but for life. All Saints’ seeks
to develop each student’s unique
abilities within a wholesome

community life through a sound, aca-

Qemic Program and under Christian
influences.

We are accepting
boys and girls as
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12, Organizing for Mission ;
R a. The Parish .
As we take a look at the parish organization proposed in the Plan

made up of “one or more congregations” all through our Methodisi
history, and the district which would have authority to set the boundaries
and composition of the parishes corresponds to our annual conference
which has had a similar function. ' ( :

A unique feature of the Plan is the inclusion of “task forces,” groups

We should emphasize that a parish map consist of a single congre-
gation when the district so determines. However, -it appears from the
Janguage of Chapter VIII of the Plan that the intention is for strong and
weak congregations to be linked together in parishes in order that there
may be a sharing of resources. It also seems that the parishes will not
necessarily be made up of congregations that are contiguous to each
other. :

The business affairs of -the parish shall be conducted by a parish
ccouncil which shall be elected annually at a meeting of the members of
the parish. This does not sound like too great a departure from the
Charge Conference of the United Methodist Church. The Minister of the
Parish shall function as the chief executive officer, but the presiding
officer of the council shall be a moderator elected annually. Employees
of the parish will not be eligible for election as moderator.

All members of the church—Ilay persons, presbyters,

Methodists since our ministers hold membership in the annual conference
rather than the parish, and the bishops hold membership in the Council
of Bishops.) :

The parish council shall consist of the ordained ministers who are
members of the staff of the parish, and not fewer than three other
members elected by the members of the parish. There must be at least
two lay members for each ordained minister, each congregation is to be
represented, and care is to be taken that racial and ethnic minorities,
women, and youth are represented. . .

A three-fold responsibility of the parish shall be to: (a) participate
in the mission effort of the whole church, (b) provide for the nurture of
its members and for their effectiveness in mission through worship, edu-
cation, pastoral care, supporting fellowship, and witness and service in

“the world, and (c) conduct a ministry of loving service and reconciliation
_in the community. : o ‘ : '

well as new elements which may be developed for witness and service.

trustees, However, the property shall be held for the benefit of the whole
church. Should a parish be dissolved, all of its property shall be and be-
come the property of the district. (May we again remind our readers that
“district” in the proposed church corresponds to the present annual con-
- ference.) . ' p o T
‘ A great deal of flexibility would be granted the parish so far as
structures are concerned. The Plan states: “Each parish shall continuously

It shall establish, change, or eliminate structures as needs arise or condi-
~ tions of life require. It shall also make recommendations to the district
regarding similar changes needed in the structures of the church beyond
the parish.” ‘ C : : '
T

‘A PLAN FOR CHURCH UNION
of Union we need to keep two things in mind: we have had parishes.

‘organized for limited times for action on specific ministries and projects.

bishops, and
deacons—shall be members of a parish., (This is a change for United

The program at the local level mi\y be conducted by a single paﬁsh, o
or by two or more parishes jointly, or ecumenically, It shall include such -
~ traditional elements as worship, Christian education, and evangelism, as -

- The parish council shall conduct the business affairs of the parish -
and shall hold the property in the name of the parish corporation or -

review the functional relationship between its structures and its mission.

“CONTACT” BECOMES
PRIVATE CORPORATION

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMI)
, CONTACT, a national, ecumenical
o crisis telephone counseling service re-
N lated administratively to the United
‘ Methodist Board of Evangelism, has

become a private corporation.

According to the Rev. Ross W.

Whetstone, CONTACT executive di-
rector and a Board of Evangelism staff
member, the new foundation to be
known as CONTACT Teleministry
Incorporated will operate partially with
funds provided by the Lilly Founda-

~ tion for the first three years. Other
grants are expected from foundations
and denominational agencies. By 1973
he said the corporation hopes to be
self-sustaining with an office and full-
time director.

The pattern for the telephone coun-
o - scling ministry was established in 1963
K in Sydney, Australia by Methodist min-
| : ister Alan Walker using the namc
‘ “Life Line.”

The first center opened under the
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DR. PIERCE NAMED CHAIRMAN
OF NEW PUBLISHING FIRM

NASHVILLE (RNS) — Dr. Lovick
Pierce, retired head of the Methodist
Publishing House, has been elected
chairman of the board of a new pub-
lishing firm here.

The company is Aurora Publishers,
Inc., formed by a group of local in-
vestors interested in expanding the
citv’s publishing industry.

Dr. Pierce retired last Fall
serving 12 years as president and pub-
fisher of the Methodist firm,
which he worked a total of 49 years.

guidance of the Council at High Point,
N.C. in early 1969. Others quickly fol-
lowed. In November CONTACT pro-
grams started in Huntington, W.V. and
Harrisburg, Pa. bringing the total ac-
credited centers to 14,

Centers are expected to open in at
least eight other cities during 1971
and a goal of 50 centers has been sct
by January 1, 1973,

NEW WORLD SERVICE
FILM 1S PREMIERED

EVANSTON, 1. (UMI) — *“Do
You Know My Name?,” a color mo-
tion picture dealing with benevolent
activities of the United Methodist
Church, had its premiere February 3
in Grace United Methodist Church in
Hartford City, Ind.

The film was shot on location at the
University of Evansville (Ind.), St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church in
Los Angeles’ Watts District, a drug
education center in Tucson, Ariz., and
in Sarawak among the Iban people.

“We are trying to show some of
the unusual and innovative programs
of the United Methodist agencies sup-
ported by World Service, the church’s
basic benevolence fund, and all of
them being carried out by persons un-
der 30,” said the Rev. Earl Kenneth
Wood, executive producer of the film
for the denomination’s Division of In-
terpretation here.

“In this way we hope we can help
develop a new image of a missionary
and also show that not all young
adults are opposed to activities of an
institutional church,” he added.

Hartford City was chosen for the
premiere because it is the home of
Mrs. Joe Pearsons, who with her hus-
band, is featured in the Sarawak por-
tion of the motion picture, After its
premiere, the film will be available in
both Super-8 and 16mm for use in lo-
cal churches and other groups by
March 1.

T

Health/ Welfare Agency
Trustees Meet

NEW ORLEANS, La (UMI) —
Trustees of church-related health and

welfare agencies must serve in the

name of Christ, be creative, and be
sure their institutions are always in
transition, a United Methodist-spon-
sored workshop was told here this
winter by the dean of Emory Univer-
sity’s Candler School of Theology.

Dr. James T. Laney was one of the
speakers at the session for trustees
sponsored by the denomination’s Gen-
eral Board of Health and Welfarc
Ministries. In another address, Eugene
T. Hackler, an Olathe, Kans., attorney,
reminded the 60 trustees present from
across the nation that willingness to
care for its poor is a hallmark of a
civilized society, but that public wel-
fare has broken down,

~dist educational

Methodist

educator dies

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMI) — Dr.
John O. Gross, 76, a retired Metho-
leader who served
more than 48 years as a minister,
college president and church board
administrator, died here Thursday,
Feb. 4, following a lengthy illness.

Funeral services were held Satur-
day, Feb. 6 at West End Methodist
Church in Nashville. Assisting in the
services were Dr. Roy C. Clark, pas-
tor, West End Church; Bishop Jamcs
W. Henley, Lakeland, Fla., chairman
of the Board of Education’s Division
of Higher Education; Bishop James
S. Thomas, Des Moines, la., former
Division staff member; and Dr. My-
ron F. Wicke, general secretary of
the Division. :

He received his A.B. and D.D. de-
erees from Asbury College and his S.
T.B. degree from Boston University.
He also attended Lane Seminary, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio and did graduate study
at the University of Cincinnati and
the University of Kentucky. He re-
ceived honorary doctorates from 27
colleges and universities. :

Dr. Gross entered the Methodist
ministry in 1916 and served as pastor
and district superintendent in Kentuc-
ky before becoming president of Un-
jon College, Barbourville, Ky., in
1929. In 1938 he became president
of Simpson College, Indianola, Ia.
where he served until 1941 when he
came to Nashville as secretary of the
Methodist Board of Education’s De-
partment of Educational Institutions.
In 1948 he became head of the de-
partment which became known as the
Division of Higher Education in 1960.

Following his retirement in 1965 he
served as acting president of Pfeiffer
College, Misenheimer, N.C. and later
as vice president of Florida Southern
College, Lakeland.

Time magazine in 1961 referred to
Dr. Gross as Methodism’s “Mr. Col-
lege” and credited him with spear-
heading a “renaissance” in Methodist
higher education which, among other
things resulted in $80 million being
raised for Methodist-related colleges
and universities in four years.

Memorial funds for the John O. and
Harriet B. Gross Scholarship Fund are
being received by the United Metho-
dist Board of Education’s Division of
Higher Education.ﬁ_

for 1971
after Sponsored by
Board of Missions and Board of Christian Social Concerns
with | MEDITERRANEAN and NORTH AFRICA----smrasememzramsnnnenes May 10-June 1
N =1 >3 o L May 31-June 29
ENGLAND, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, GERMANY------onooenonmeees May 31-June 21
GERMANY , POLAND, RUSSIAxc-msremroramrmemsamsmnnmsammnaneaneassesass July 8-30
ALASKA aNd HAWA [[--scmemecemememcemeememmemsmemmemmsmneneasans Sept. 23-Oct. 9
RIO GRANDE CONFERENCE --csmsmermeemermmemmemmemsemcmmemmeameaoasss Oct. 5-16
NEW MEXICO and ARIZONA INDIANS------r-zxnranmmenmesnmsamsenzemses Oct. 4-13
MIDDLE EAS Tosmmmmmmmmmcomenm e s e e oo e e 2222220 Autumn
For further information write:
UNITED METHODIST TOURS, Room 1355
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027
I
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Mrs. Gladys Icenhower, second fr

om right,presided when

mittee of the Little Rock Conference Wesleyan Service
year meeting, February 6. Others shown at the Alders

are, from left: Mrs. Hazel Dabney,

Women United; Mrs. Norene Bettis,
Ethel Carroll, conference recording se

former conference chairman; Mrs.
cretary; and, at extreme right, Mrs.

Rubye Lee Jackson, immediate past conference chairman.

Participants attending the Aldersgate

Feb. 5 and 6, are shown on a walking tour of camp facilities.
stop they observe the lake area, the beach, shelter,

ming and diving areas, dressing rooms,
the lake.

ARKANSAS METHODIST

CHILDRENS' HOME

(December list of memorial gifts
continued)

REV. COY E. WHITTEN

by Mrs. Alma E. Whitten
BOB WEDDLE, ]R.

by Irma & Horace Jewell & Family
MRS. G. W, WESTER

by Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Stuck
LAURA ELLEN YOUNG

by Mrs. Henry Young

by Mrs. Betty Redden
CLIFTON YANCEY

by Mr. & Mrs. Dick Stewart
DUKE YOUNG

by Mr. & Mrs. Lewis E. Taylor
MRS. JULIA B. YARBROUGH

by Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Taylor

MISCELLANEOUS

Wright Methodist Church, Piggott

Mrs. C. H. Murphy, Sr. '

Mrs. M. C. Folds

Mrs. Robert Jewell

Mrs. James Hall

Mrs. Louise Francis

Mrs. Bill Anderson

Mike D. Lewis

Gene Dadson

William B. Watkins

Park View U.M.C., Benton

Pulaski County Chapter American
Jr. Red Cross

Magnet Cove Methodist, Malvern

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Halley

Mrs. Charles Fox

W.S. C.S., Weiner
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Camp public relations workshop,

Emmett Darr

Mrs. W. W. Porter

Mrs. Lane

Wesley S. S. Class, Gardner
Memorial Methodist Church,
North Little Rock

J. J. Brown

Stamps Methodist Church

Mrs. G. Ervin

Mrs. Vera Cullum

McClellan High School

Mrs. W. W. Barron

Hawley Methodist, Pine Bluff

Mrs. William N. Jones

Mike Moore

Mr. W. C. Rowan

Don Hunt

L. C. Bullman

Mrs. Thomas F. Shea

St. Paul Methodist

Mrs. John Turba

Sears Inventory Dept. Little
Rock

Harmony Grove U. M. C., Camden

Pulaski County Sheriffs Dept.

Ole South Foods

John Adams

Levy Methodist Church

Mrs. Tom Owen

Mrs. Joe Groseclose

Wesley Methodist Church W.S.C.s.

Mrs. Jomm Bragg

Armstrong Rubber Co.

Asbury Guild Methodist

First Church W.S.C.S., Blytheville

First Methodist W.S .C.S., Carlisle

Mrs. Pat Cook

Mrs. Glen Curtis

Vicki Curtis

Mrs. Charles Fox

Mrs. Harry Garrett

Harry Reimenschneiber, Jr.

At this
boating dock, swim-
and the cross on the other side of

akbilehibeinsn o

ik it K b Bk bt sl

Literacy workshop volunteers practice-teach each other to learn the “each
one, teach one’’ method of teaching illiterates.

Shown are some of the

more than 100 who took the training at Asbury Church, Little Rock, Feb-

ruary 10, 11 and 12.

® Winfield Church to host
state meeting, Feb. 24.

Church Women United
Workshop and Forum

The Spring Workshop and Forum
for officers and denominational presi-
dents and representatives of Church
Women United of Arkansas will be
held in Winfield United Methodist
Church, 16th and Scott Streets, Littlc
Rock, on Wednesday, February 24,
from 9:30 a.m. until” 3:00 p.m.

Mrs, Hazel Dabney, Pine Bluff,
state president, has announced that
the morning will be devoted to work-
shons for presidents, arca chairmen,
chairmen of special celebrations, legis-
lation, WICS, and finance. Mrs. E. T.
Davenport of Little Rock wil] lead the
section for council presidents, Mrs.
Maynard Miller of Hot Springs  will
lead denominational presidents. The
afternoon program will be the Forum

on “Think Through Tomorrow,”
‘theme of the [97] Ecumenical As-

sembly which meets April 22-25 in
Wichita, Kansas.
£

THE REV. DAVID P. CONYERS,
pastor of First Church, Newport,
will be the preacher for the Spring
Revival at First Church, Poca-
hontas, March 28-April 1. The
Rev. James R. Chandler is the
pastor.

DR. FRED R. HARRISON, retired
member of the Little Rock Con-
ference making his home in Mal-
vern, is the leader for the church-
wide study of Psalms which be-
gan at First Church, Malvern,
February 14. The Rev. Charles
G. Ashcraft is the pastor.

T
MRS. GRACE SNEED FAULKNER

Mrs.  Grace Sneed Faulkner of
Berryville, Ark., descendant of a pion-
cer family, died January 6 at Ozark
Manor in Harrison, Ark. at age 84,
She was a lifclong resident of Carroll
County and was a retired school teach-
er and former county official,

Mrs. Faulkner wag a member of the
Berryville Unitcd-Methodist Church,
a charter member of the Women’s So-
ciety of Christian Service, Twenticth
Century Club and of the Berryville
Chapter of P.E.O.

After the death of her former hus-
band, W, L, Sneed, she was united in
marriage to the Rey, Everett W,
Faulkner, who served for 40 years ag
a4 minister in Arkansas, and who also
preceded her in death.

Survivors include one daughter,

Wﬂ%% -

Mrs. Tabbie Mae Moore, left, and Mrs.
E. L. Fireoved were presented Spe-
cial Membership pins by the Wesley-
an Service Guild of First Church,
Magnolia.

MAGNOLIA SOCIETY AND GUILD
HAVE JOINT MEETING

The Women’s ‘Society of Chris-
tian Service and the Wesleyan
Service Guild of the First United
Methodist Church of Magnolia ob-
served Guild Month with a joint
meeting January 25. The women
of the Society prepared and served
a potluck dinner. The Guilg pre-
sented the program.

Mrs. Fred Harter, president of
the Women’s Society, presided and
introduced Mrs. Bobbye Ruth Webb,
president of the Guild. Mrs, Webb
presented special membership pins
to Mrs. E. L. Fireoved, coordina-
tor of the Society/Guild, and to
Mrs. Tabbie Mae Moore, a guild
member who is District, Chairman
of the Camden District Guild. Mrs.
Fireoved is a former district WSCS
treasurer and secretary.

The program used the topic
“How Can We Change by Christ-
mas 1971? Risk and Reality.»
Members of the panel put forth
ideas for the individual, the Guild/.
Society, the Church, and the Cop-
munity. . The risks involved in im-
plementing these ideas were sum-
marized in the closing talk. The
Spiritual Growth Chairman inter-
spersed the talks with appropriate
scripture, songs and meditations,

2

.
Mrs. Bill Shaw of Marked Tree, Ark.;

onc son, Hubert G. Snced of Houma,
La.; four grandchildren, Barbara and
Donald Sneed of Houma, Mrs. How-
ard McCann of Austin, Tex., Dr.
Sneed Shaw of Wynne, Ark., and one
great grandchild,

Funeral services were held at Nesom
Chapel in Berryville with the Rev.
Denzel  Stokes officiating, Interment
was in the Berryville Memoria] Park.
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Mission Hospital
dedicated in

New Mexico

NEW YORK (UMD—A $2.2 mil-
lion addition to Espanola Hospital in
northern New Mexico was dedicated
Jan. 31. The hospital is a major proj-
ect of the National Division, United
Methodist Board of Missions,

The addition enlarges the hospital’s
capacity to 100 beds, allowing it to
provide better services to its plura-
listic community of Hispanic-Ameri-
cans, Indians and whites in a large
geographic area.

The hospital now includes a new
two-story wing, a new mechanical
plant and renovation of much of the
old structure. Financing for the proj-
ect was obtained from a local fund
drive and gifts from foundations and
friends resulting in $320,000 in cash
and pledges, and a $1,633,600 grant
from the Economic Development Ad-
ministration, The balance of the $2.2
million was borrowed and will be paid
off from operating income and gifts.

Espanola Hospital provides compre-
hensive modermn services such as diag-
nostic laboratories, a radio-isotope,
laboratory, physical therapy depart-
ment, inhalation therapy, coronary care
unit, maternity and pediatric services
and an emergency unit, :

The hospital is affiliated with the
University of New Mexico medical
school for intern training and also-pro-
vides clinical experience for the School

of Practical Nursing of McCurdy
Schools, a National Division educa-
tional facility. It was founded in 1948
by the former Evangelical United
Brethren Church. Dr, Samuel Ziegler,

first physician to work there, is-still

on the staff,
T

CHURCH TO PROVIDE
NEW SERVICES

NEW YORK (UMI) — Major re-
novations will soon be underway at
the First Spanish United Methodist
Church here, scene of two occupations
in the past year by the Young Lords,
to provide a day care center, space
for tutoring neighborhood children
and quarters for drug addiction treat-
ment—demands made by the militant
group of Puerto Ricans.

The move, according to New York
Annual Conference officials, marks the
culmination of many months of nego-
tiations with the day care division of
the Social Services Department of the
City of New York, and consulting
architects and a construction firm.
The negotiations were concurrent with
efforts to rccover the property from
the Young Lords who, for two periods
of several weeks, locked the congrega-
tion out and used the building for their
own purposes before vacating Decem-
ber 9 after a court injunction.

T

A revised, updated MINISTER’S IN-
COME TAX GUIDE is available
from the Program Council, 920 Rec-
tor Building, Little Rock 72201. This
guide includes revised forms (with
filled-in examples) and information
on all tax law changes needed to
complete the 1970 return. Send in
your request and FIFTY CENTS
early. Supply limited.

PAGE TWELVE

Autributed to Epicharmus is this word to the wise . .
must be wise before, not after, the cvent.”’
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Mark Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. R. “‘Bing’’ Miller
of Augusta, was the first recruit to sign with the
Arkansas Razorbacks in 1971. Mark, who has been
an outstanding quarterback for the Augusta team for
the past three years, is also a dedicated member of
the First UM Church_in Augusta, and an active mem-
ber of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, accord-
ing to his pastor, the Rev. Harold Wilson, pictured
with him. Present for the ‘‘signing’’ at a breakfast
meeting in the Miller home on Feb. 9 were: Razor-
back Coach, Frank Broyles; Harold Horton; Augusta
Coach, Curtis King; R. E. Dickson, editor of the
Augusta Advocate, and Pastor Wilson.

Poetry Panorama
by Barbara Mulkey -

SOME WORDS TO THE WISE

Hold back the bitter, hurtful words, my friend,
That often bribe the tongue for vile release,

Or you will suffer heartaches without end

And seldom know the joy of Eden's peace.

Each spiteful word that carries on a breeze
Befouls the very air and dims the sun,

They often bring remorseful memories

Or scar too soon a life that's just begun.

Speak gently, then to all who come along

Though there be those who try your patience sore;
Give each a reason to renew his song,

And know the joy of friendship evermore.

Those cutting words that make the teardrops start
Cut deeper still into the speaker’s heart.

— by Deener W. Wardlow

NATURAL IMPULSE

The natural impulse is to answer
When cruel words have been hurled,
But the person worth while

Is the one who can smile

In spite of the wound.

The natural impulse is to strike back
When someone strikes first,

But the person who wins

Is the person who grins

And takes it.

The natural impulse is to give up
When the road gets rocky and steep,
But the person with grit

Who never says quit

Is the one who reaches the goal.

- by Etta Caldwell Harris

. ““The wise man

Key Roles Played in WCC

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (UMI)
—Methodist members of the Central
Committee of the World Council of
Churches played major roles in the
deliberations of the policy-making
session here January 10-21, N

An Argentinian Methodist, the Rev.
Jose Miguez-Bonino, president of Un-
ion Theological Seminary in Buenos
Aires, was named chairman of the
committee to seek a successor to WCC
general secretary, the Rev. Eugene
Carson Blake. Dr. Blake has indicated
his wish to retire as soon after his
65th birthday (in November of this
year) as a successor can be found.

One of the key decisions taken by
the Central Committee was the adopt-
ion of a restructuring plan for the
Geneva secretariat of the WCC. The
plan, a 60-page document, was pre-
pared by a 16-member committce
under the chairmanship of Bishop
James K. Mathews of the Boston
(Mass.) Area.

T

Reconciliation Fund Project
To Be Featured on TV

NEW YORK (UMI) — A United
Methodist Fund Reconciliation project
outside San Antonio, Texas, will bc
among activities featured on an NBC
television news special from 4 to 5
p.m. (EST) February 28,

Entitled “Horizons of Hope,” the
program presents action projects un-
<dertaken by the church to resolve hu-
man needs and problems. The United
Methodist “Villa Coronado” work in-
volves correcting what was in effect
an open sewer running through the
community, It is one of some 38 na-
tional and 800 annual conference pro-
jects funded by the quadrennial Fund
for Reconciliation.

The February 28 special is one of
several such programs being produced
by NBC in cooveration with the
Broadcasting and Film Commission of
the National Council of Churches.

NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR
CHURCH IN CHILE SEEN

NEW YORK (UMI)—The leader
of the autonomous Methodist Church
of Chile says the election of President
Salvador Allende and the changed situ-
ation it has brought to Chile “is open-
ing a new opportunity for the social
witness of the church.”

Asserting Chile had “an absolutely
free and honest election,” Bishop Rai-
mundo A. Valenzuela dcclared that
“if the U.S. is for freedom anywhere
then it must respect the Chilean demo-
cratic process. Hostility on the part of
the U.S. toward what has taken place
in Chile would be the greatest dis-
service to democracy and freedom.”
The bishop said he wanted to “make
it very clear that I'm not an apologist
or an agent of the government,” and
even though Marxist principles “are
very strong in its social and economic
program,” President Allende  has
stressed that the government “has ga
very deep respect for Chile’s tradition
of freedom, including religious free-
dom.”

T

Whenever God gives us 2 Cross to
bear, it is a prophecy that He will also
give us strength.—Anonymous
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