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UMCCR aid 1o Pakistan moving
as transportation prohlems solved

NEW YORK (UMI) —— The United
Mcthodist  Committee  for  Overseas
Relief (UMCOR) is helping to fund a
fully equipped 200-bed  hospital for
stricken East Pakistan, air-lifted from
Frankfurt. Germany, by the West Ger-
man church relief organization “*Bread
for the World.” This hospital will be
staffed by a tcam of Scandinavian
doctors and nurses, according to Dr.
J. Harry Haines, the United Methodist
rclief organization’s exccutive sccre-
tary.

The hospital will be established on -

the offshore island of Bhola. where
nearly 100,000 have died since the
arca was hit by cyclones and tidal
waves. The total death toll for East
Pakistan has been put as high as one
million by some obscrvers.

“At last we are moving in a signifi-
cant way after an initial period of
frustration over the internal transpor-
tation situation which has now been
solved,” Dr. Haincs reports.

Following consultation with the
Japan Christian Council, two Japan-
cse relief experts have been sent to

“Then pealed the bells more

and deep: A

‘God is not dead; nor doth he

The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will

l!’!

to men

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

. Reproduction of acrylic
painting of modern Bethlehem

by the editor
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Dacca, East Pakistan, to coordinate
with  the Fast  Pakistan  Christian
Council the massive rehabilitation of-
fort and emergency relief problems.
The East Pakistan  churches  have
ficlded twenty people to assist in sct-
ting up distribution centers.

Ten  thousand  blankets, 50,000
pounds of clothing and water purifi-
cation tablets, adequate for rendering
safc more than 2% million gallons of
contaminated water, were airlifted by
Church World Service to East Pakis-

tan cyclone and tidal wave victims,

Alter the initial relief effort is over.
& massive clean-up and rehabilitation
task faces East Pakistan, Dr. Haincs
says.

United Methodist churches, groups,
and individuals arc urged by UMCOR
to contribute to East Pakistan relief.
Gifts should be sent to: United Meth-
odist Committee for Overseas Relief,
Room 406, 475 Riverside Drive.
New York, New York 10027,
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Helen Wilson honored in Bolivia

NEW YORK (UMI) — Miss Helen
B. Wilson, a United Methodist mis-
sionary-medical technologist in Bolivia
for 17 years, has been honored by a
national  organization of Bolivian
women for service to Bolivia and its
people.

She was one of 24 persons, groups
and institutions to receive a “diploma”
at the 12th anniversary Academic
Ceremony of the National Confedera-

tion of Women’s Organizations, held
in Bolivia’s capital of La Paz, The
Confedcration comprises a wide var-
icty of women’s groups, including
clubs, church groups and community
organizations. In 1969 one of the di-
plomas was awarded to Methodist-re-
lated Pfeiffer Memorial Hospital in
La Paz, and the Confederation’s 1970
“Women of the Year,” Mrs. Delia M.
Trigo. is a graduate of the Evangclical
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NEXT ISSUE
DECEMBER 31, 1970

Following our custom of other
years, we will not publish the
week of Christmas. The next is-
sue you receive will be dated
December 31, 1970, Sunday
School lessons for Dec. 27 and
Jan. 3 appcear on pages 8 and 9
of this issuc. Bible readings for
period from Dec. 20 through
Jan. 3 may be found on page 6.

(ﬁ,

Methodist School in La Paz.

Miss Wilson, whe spent her carly
lifc in Hot Springs, Ark., is 2 caugh-
ter of Mrs. Porter Wilson and 2 sister
of Mrs. Mary Jo McCorkle, both of
Arkadelphia, Ark. While on furlough
i 1970-71, Miss Wilson is working
in the Long-Range Planning Office of
the World Division, United Methodist
Bouard of Missions, in New York.

Since, 1953, Miss Wilson has ser-
ved in various capacitics in the medi-
cal and social life of the peeple of Bo-
livia. She has been a medical technol-
ogist at Pfeiffer Memorial Hospital, a
house-mother and chaplain for the
Evangelical School of Nursing, and
Bolivia field treasurer for the World
Division.

Miss Wilson graduated from the
University of Kentucky, Lexington, in
1943 with a bachelor of science de-
gree in medical technology. She has
also studied at Scarritt College, Nash-
ville, Tenn. Before going to Bolivia,
Miss Wilson worked as a medical
technologist at Hot Springs National
Park in Arkansas; Denver General
Hospital Laboratory, Denver, Colo-

rado; Fairbanks Medical & Surgical

Clinic, Fairbanks, Alaska, and Arkan-
sas Children’s Hospital, Little Rock,
Arkansas,
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New Salem Church in
Arkadelphia District,
completed in 1966, was
dedicated during morn-
ing worship on Sunday,
Dec. 6. The Rev. H. W.
Jinske, retired member
of the Little Rock An-
nual Conference, helped
to lay the groundwork for
the building program be-
gan in 1964. In 1966-67
New Salem was desig-
nated the Open Country

Church of the Year by
the Conference Town and
Country Commission.

. 1 ois
LT I %4

Bishop Paul V. Galloway (center) officiated at New Salem’s
Service of Dedication, assisted by Pastor Claude E. Barron
(1.) and District Superintendent, Dr. George W. Martin (r.). Pas-
tors during the construction period included the Revs. Ken-
neth Goode, Thomas Nation, Wayne Jarvis, James Scudder and
Harold Botteron. Materials and labor for the new building were
volunteered by members and friends of the church. Arman La-
vender, Glenn Smith and Jim Frazier represented the congre-
gation in presenting the building for dedication.

PRATT REMMEL, JR. HONORED
AS CONSERVATIONIST OF YEAR

Pratt Remmel, Jr. of Little Rock
who directs the Arkansas Ecology
Center in that city was recently hon-
ored as “Arkansas Conservationist of
the Year” at the Sixth Annual Gover-
nor's Conservation Achievement Ban-
quet of the Arkansas Wildlife Federa-
tion. -

The citation accompanying the
award said in part: “Mr. Remmel’s in-
itiative in developing and administer-
ing the work of the Ecology Center,
his concern for protection of the en-
vironment, and the dedication of his
full time and talents to -this most im-
portant cause, represent outstanding
and unusual contributions to the con-
scrvation of Arkansas’ resources.”

Mr. Remmel, who is a graduate of
the University of Virginia with a ma-
jor in English in 1968, also serves as
advisor to the Mayor’s Youth Coun-
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Earl Carter leader
in Louisiana
Confirmation Lab

The Rev. Earl Carter, associate di-
rector of the North Arkansas Program
Council, was a leader in a recent
Louisiana Conference-Wide Contfir-
mation Preparation Laboratory School
held at Broadmoor United Methodist
Church in Baton Rouge. Dr. J. Wood-
row Hearn, who directs the Louisiana
Program Council office in Shreveport
and the Rev. Al Mayberry of the Gen-
eral Board of Education of the United
Methodist Church in Nashville, were
among those present to provide lead-
ership for the special school.

The school was held to equip pas-
tors and other leaders in the use of
the new Confirmation Preparation
materials for Junior High young pco-
ple. Those who received the training
will conduct follow-up training scs-
sions within their respective districts.

T

WINFIELD PLAYERS TO
PRESENT DICKENS’
“CHRISTMAS CAROL”

The Winfield Players of Winfield
United Methodist Church in Little
Rock will stage Dickens’ *“Christmas
Carol” in Fellowship Hall Sunday
evening, December 20 at 7:30. The
play will be directed by Flo Albright
.and the admission is free.

and
twice

“Recreation Committee,”
instructor of a

cil’s
serves as an

monthly Ecology Class for the Hall
High School Science Club.
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Bob Edwords.

Arkansans attending White House Conference

Among the delegates attending the
White House Conference on Children
in Washington, Dccember 13-18, arc
the Rev. Bob Edwards, pastor of First
United Methodist Church, Jackson-
ville, and Miss Kathy Adams, daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs, Harold O. Eg-
gensperger of North Little Rock.

Miss Adams, a junior at Northeast
High School, North Little Rock, will
be part of a group studying “Family
Life and Education for Parenthood.”
She participated last summer in the
Arkansas regional Children’s Confer-

ence.
Mr. Edwards was formerly the as-

sociate executive secretary of the
Board of Education of the North Ar-
kansas Conference and is nationally
known as a leader in laboratory enter-
prises and other training opportunitics
for lcaders of children.

ALL LOCAL CHURCH
TREASURERS
AND MINISTERS:

You are reminded that the 1970
fiscal year officially ends as
of Dec. 31, 1970. ALL 1970
FUNDS FROM THE CHURCH-
ESARE DUE BY THAT DATE.

Grafton Thomas,

Area Treasurer
Box 6009
Little Rock, Ark.

Following a tradition dating back
to 1909, the 1970 conference is the
seventh in this series. The national
meetings are held once cach decade to
assess the status of American children
and find ways to increasc their op-
portunitics for better health and cdu-
cation and achievement of their full
potential.

Basic to the Children’s Conference
is a forum structurc which will pro-
vide substantive matter for consider-
ation and discussion by dclegates at
the meeting. The results will serve
as a basis for the report to the Presi-
dent and the nation,

There are 4,000 delegates attend-
ing the Conference selected by na-
tional and voluntary organizations,
state organizations, and state and fed-
cral officials.

The findings of the Conference will .
be published in a report to the Presi-
dent. This report will be studicd and
acted upon at state and local levels
in a serics of regional conferences
next spring.

kil

The Rev. Ernest T. Dixon, assis-
tant general sccretary in the Program
Council’s Division of Coordination,
Rescarch and Planning, left the Unit-
cd States November 27 on a month’s
field visit to United Mecthodist-related
churches in East and Southeast Asia
at the invitation of the Board of Mis-
sions’ World Division.
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Dr. C. Ray Hozendorf, Little Rock District super-

intendent (left), recently presented certificates to
pastors in that district with one or more of their
churches paid out for the year on World Service.
Receiving them were the Rev. H. O. Bolin, the Rev.
Bennie G. Ruth, the Rev. Curtis Monroe, the Rev.
" T. G. Poss, the Rev.. Herston Holland, the Rev.
Carlos Martin, the Rev. Ben G. Hines and the Rev.
Ed Eagle. The Rev. Eugene Efird also received a
certificate but was not present when the picture

was taken.
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ﬁreat throngs of people are
moving into the city of Beth-

& lehem this week as pilgrims seek
to recover the spirit of the first
Christmas in the environment of
the City of David. This would
truly be an exciting time to be
there, but if we arrived without
advance reservations we would
probably receive the same greet-
ing from the innkeepers that
Joseph and Mary did.

However, when we look at the
great paintings of the Nativity
we realize that in many of them
the characters and backgrounds
are not of Bethlehem, but of the
native land of the painter, This
was not manipulation on their
part but an honest effort to pro-
. ject the Christmas reality in a
ﬂ{f more impressive manner than a
¥  photograph of the original scene

% could have done. The total spirit
of Christmas is just this. When
we sing “O Little Town cf Beth-
lehem” we come at last to say
that prayer which says, “O little
child of Bethlehem be born in
us today.”
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The Christmas we know has
developed through the centuries,
sometimes with major emphasis
from within the church, and at
times in spite of active opposi-
tion from Christian leaders, The
opposition usually came from
those who were concerned about
the pagan backgrounds of some
of the practices. Even in our
time there are voices being
raised that suggest that because
of overcommercialization we
should have second thoughts
about the whole observance.
Even though there is much truth
to the charge made by Arthur J.
Moore, Jr. in a recent editorial
in new/World Outlook that
Christmas is “a small island of
true joy and celebration sur-
rounded by a vast sea of com-
mercial exploitation,” we can-
not agree with his affirmation
that “Christmas is a good exam-
ple of the demonic in opera-
tion.”

The great theme of Christmas
is still the Incarnation and we
do not want to agree that this
theme is losing ground, We rem-
ember seeing some years ago a
Christmas card which pictured a
pootly clad but smiling boy with
the legend at the bottom of the
card saying, “Nuthin’ can stop
Christmas.” We believe there is
something inevitable about the
spirit of Christmas because it
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speaks to us of the Christ child
and nothing can come in the way
of what that great gift means to
us and inspires in us.

Early in the history of man-
kind the race developed an un-
usual fear concerning the short-
ening of days as the winter sols-
tice approached. They wondered
if light was going to be totally
destroyed by darkness. There
were a number of magic rites
which were intended to keep
the sun from dying, and when
the days began to lengththen there
was great rejoicing. It was a
recollection of these pagan prac-
tices that conditioned many early
Christians to shy away from the
observance of the birthday of
Christ in mid-December,

During the early centuries of
Christianity there were a num-
ber of different dates on which
the birthday of Jesus was obser-
ved. In 350 A.D. Pope Julius I
proclaimed December 25 as the
date of the nativity. Many early
Christians, in trying to spread
their faith, began absorbing the
customs of these non-Christian
festivals and infusing them with
Christian meaning. Others ob-
jected strongly to keeping Christ-
mas at all. It way Augustine who
said, “We hold this truth holy,
not like the pagans because of
the birth of the sun, but because
of Him who made it.” Truly in
every instance of tension be-
tween the spiritual and the secu-
lar in the observance of Christ-
mas we need to remember those
words.

There is something of truth in
Mr. Moore’s World Outlook edi-
torial, but there is so much more
than that. This writer is optimis-
tic enough to believe that as long
as the church keeps proclaiming
the Advent and the Incarnation
as realities which can occur
again and again in us we will not

O R P R N YN I

CHRISTMAS WHERE WE ARE

sec Christmas taken over com-
pletely by Santa Claus or the
marketplace. However, we neced
to ponder for a long time his
charge that: “In the name of
celebrating man’s liberation and
ability to become human, it (the
American celebration of Christ-
mas) treats people as things (for
consumers arc things) and mani-
pulates their appetites.”

As we seck to give new mean-
ing to the Incarnation we should
recall the words of the prophet
Malachi when he said, “the sun
of righteousness shall risc with
healing in his wings.” Many
churches we know are making a
serious effort to approach the
whole program of Christmas giv-
ing with deeper meaning. As Dr.
Charles M. Laymon affirmed in
a lesson commentary a few years
ago: “Christ has brought healing
to broken hearts that are weight-
ed with grief. He has brought
healing to consciences that arc
sore with guilt. He has brought
healing to society that is torn by
rifts between warring factions.
He has brought healing where
nations that are bleeding with
war have turned to him as the
Prince of Peace.” The fact that
there are still alienations to be
reconciled does not erase the his-
tory of monumental service to
mankind in the name of Christ.

It is really hard for us to be-
lieve that any of the contempor-
ary efforts to serve both inside
and outside the church would
ever have been initiated if that
great event had not taken place
in Bethlehem.

“O little child of Bethlchem
be born in us today.”

rof
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THREE CHRISTMASES
IN THE SERVICE
My military

expericnce  during

# World War 1II included three very dif-
f ferent
g mascs, each of which brought enrich-
. ment to the chaplain and we trust
. help to the men with whom we work-
¢ ed. All are treasured among my recol-

and widely-scattered Christ-

lections of “Christmases past.”
The first was in 1942 at Gulfport

g Ficld, Miss. where my assignment was
P to a

rapidly-developing  aircraft
mechanics school. Men were coming

¢ in for the first classes in the school,
7 and I do not recall congregations any-

where that were more exciting to

¢ serve. There is also the memory of an
% unusually fine concert of Christmas
. music presented by the glee club of
¢ one of the units under the direction of
7 a talented Jewish officer.

The next year at Christmas 1 was
on a little island just off the coast of

. New Guinea with a small unit of Air

Corps service personnel. Five chap-
lains had traveled together on a slow
boat across the Pacific—thirty days
zigging and zagging without a sight of
land—and then we were flown north
from Australia just in time for Christ-
mas. I was the first chaplain assigned
to this unit and we had a rich time to-
gether. The commanding officer was
a_ devoted Methodist layman, and the

# island of Kiriwina had a long tradi-

tion of Methodist missionary work.
We were especially blessed during this
assignment by the fellowship of a na-
tive Methodist lay preacher who ra-

# diated his faith in a life-changing way

to all his neighbors and to many
American servicemen who visited
him,

Christmas, 1944 found us on the
island of Leyte in the Philippines just
about two months after the landing
there. The success of the campaign on
that island and the optimism resulting
from it was clouded at Christmas by
the news from Europe where. our
forces were engaged in the Battle of
the Bulge, the outcome of which was
still uncertain. The presentation of
the Christmas message under these
circumstances presented an opportun-
ity for deep response which made it
the most meaningful of the three
Christmases in the service.
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and Evangelist Billy Graham will be the recipient ol the Addressing a thousand journalists during his re-
International Brotherhood Award of the National cent visit to Sydney, Australia, Pope Paul VI
d Conference of Christians and Jews, according to an said “Among the many things said of the press,
VIeWS announcement by Dr. Sterling Brown, national along with all of the communications media,
; NCCJ president. “His moral preachings based on is that it is world power Number One.” *“What
the Judeo-Christian concept of the equality of men a wonderful thing it is for those who place
OF THE WORLD OF RELIGION have been an inspiration z}md source ]ol' cansolation their intelligence L:lt the service of !ruthpnn(l
. o all religiously  motivated people.”™ Dro Brown right,” he said. “What a serious, a truly ser-
n caid. adding that he is being cited “for his increas- ious, responsibility it is for those who abuse
i , ing crusade against the cvils that divide mankind: their power Dy supporting prejudices and di-
S by doris woolard bigotry, prejudice, poverty, racism and hatred.” viding communitics and nations or go as far as
i | to turn this noble invention into an instrument
f}’ ; Releasing a detailed study of 2 cross=section of moral perversion.”
1 anI ’ of institutions of higher learning, Dr. Clark ) ) ) .
‘ ! \ el | Forty-one leaders of the N. American Baptist Il Kerr, head of the Carnegic Commission on Intensificd South Vietnam interest in Christianity
P fu“"i“ “‘ lowship and the Baptist World Alliance met re- Higher Education, said in Berkeley, Calif. that since the war began has been reported by a Viet-
b ~ 13‘ cently with President Nixon at the White House American colleges and universities are facing namese theologian from Suigon on a recent visit
: YN during meetings of committees of the BWA., Ac- the “greatest financial crisis™ in their history. to the British and Forcign Bible Sacicty Head-
i \ 0 cording to Baptist Press, the Chicef Exccutive told Researchers examined 41 institutions, includ- quarters in London. Prof. Tran Thuong Nhon, dean
’ Ll the churchmen that moral and spiritual strength is ing church-related, private and public univer- of the International School of Saigon and a profes-
i \l more important to Amcrica than wealth and mili- sities, senior colleges and junior colleges in 21 sor of philosophy and divinity received a New Test-
[ ( 11“ ‘ tary might, “Great powers have risen and arc now states and the District of Columbia, Dr. Kerr ament published in Vlclnqn]cscwtllc 30-millionth
C )H ,‘ gone,” President Nixon was quoted as saying, “be- «aid that if schools of higher education are to volume of Scripture to be dispatched from the Bible
? ' e {j‘i‘l’ I cause they lost their moral and spiritual strength.” prosper federal and  state governments must Center since it opened in 1964,
* i ““ contribute more funds, college operational oo
| L A National Council of Churches report show- costs must be cut and tuition increased. Two organizations of Arkansas Presbyterians
L ing that giving to Churches held “steady” in having a total membership of 13,000 were
e | 1969 “conceals more than it reveals,” accord- Bishop W. Kenneth Pope of the Dallas Area of Uni- merged at First Preskyterian church, Clarks-
ing to Christian Century magazine. An editor- ted Methodism expressed amazement (according 1o ville. The new Presbytery of the Ozarks will
| ial in the ccumecnical weekly referred to a fi- a Religious News Service release) at the “awarcncss comprise 66 churches in West and South Ark-
| nancial survey prepared by the NCC's steward- and concerns of the people of Boliva” following his  ansas and one church in the southwest corner
| ship and benevolence section and refeased in return from Peru and Bolivia on behalf of the World of Missouri. The merger involves congrega-
| I’ carly November, While not doubting the sta- Methodist Council. The bishop who with four other tions from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.
| (’ 1 fistics, Christian Century contended that “the churchmen took greetings to the newly-autonomous and from the United Presbyterian Church. The
- financial crunch in the denominations is much Methodist Churches of the two South American — Rev. F. Wellford Hobbie, pastor of Second
| more severe than this ostensibly encouraging countries, said that the world ought to recognize the Presbyterian church, Little Rock, was elected
analysis admits, The magazine said the “fi- “significance and demands of hitherto destitute moderator of the new presbytery.
| nancial crunch” would be more tolerable—and people.” »
- even a welcome “trial” — if it were only an Opposition to the Plan of Union for merging nine
| opportuniiy to show the survival of the fittest. Findings of a research firm, which conducted Protestant denominations into one¢ 25-million mem-
I | However, the cditorial concluded, U.S. de- a survey of six United Presbyterian seminaries, ber “Church of Christ Uniting” has been registered
‘ nominations “fend to amputate their most were reported recently to the denomination’s by the Presbyterian Lay Committee, a group of
H creative arms in erder to sustain their most Council on Theological Education during its United Presbyterian laymen. Roger Hull, chairman
Ol conventional bodics” when the financial pinch annual meeting in Louisville. Dr. John W. of the Committee’s Bd. of Directors, asserted that
| P is on. Meister, the Council’s executive secretary, re- the plan “would abolish the UP Church and all of
| (,an‘%: i“(\w‘ 1 . vealed that one finding was that all the sem- its individual member churches as such and as a
| L ( According to a Washington Post Ncws Scrvice re- inaries could no longer try to be all things to result, the local congregation would lose the right
I i (7 lease the nation’s Roman Catholic bishops have im- all students. It is time for seminaries to special- to votc on matters which are traditionally and his-
| ‘ o ! | plemented a sweeping worldwide reform of Roman ize, he said, with one perhaps offering “gradu- torically the _respons_lblhty of the congregation—such
i i Catholic rules on mixed marriages issucd by Pope ate-level academ.lc wprk,” another studies in as the scleqtlon of its minister, its place of meeting,
| : l | I Puaul VI carlier this ycar. _Thc releasc szuld that ccumcni?al l'elall()nsl."ps and so on. The re- its budget, its property, its programs, the election of
] ‘ ‘ o Catholics contemplating a mixed marrtage w1}l now search firm’s su_ggestlons, he added2 are based its cldprs, trustees, and other church officers.” “In
| ‘ | i be asked to make this pledge in these or equivalent on two assumptions that “the organized church opposing this Plan” said Mr. Hull “the Lay Com-
oy L) ‘ words: 1 reaffirm my faith in Jesus Christ and. is here to stay” and “the professional, full- mittec has taken a positive stand in favor of pre-
’ ; Co with God’s help, intend to continuc living that faith time ministry is here to stay.” serving Presbyterians.”
Coin in the Catholic Church. I promise to do all in my ' , N o

power to share the fuith [ have received with our
children by having them baptized and rcared as
Catholics.”™ The key phrase, it was noted was “all
in my power’—a liberalization of the statement
which allows for more consideration of the non-
Catholic marriage partner. o . , o A i

: i

The new Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch
is now conducting the affairs of his Church from
Damascus, His predecessor, Theodosios VI,
had, for political and health reasons, trans-
o S ferred the headquarters to Beruit, Lebanon.
v NN Damascus has for centuries been the site of
| R {he Patriarchate of Antioch, claimed to be the
oldest Orthodox Church in Christendom.

» !E i ? Clergymen in Great Britain_will soon be gc;ting
é 1%‘ salary incrcases from five Br.itxsh denominations.
[ | The Church of England (Anglican), the Church of

b Scotland (Presbyterian), ihe Methodist Church, the

Congregational Church and the Baptist Union of
Great Britain and Ircland have all announced pay
raises for their clergy. Methodist clergymen with
more than 26 years of scrvice will reccive an addi-
tional $120 a year.

The 235 Profestant and Orthodox groups in the
Worid Council of Churches have shown little
responsiveness to an Ecumenical Development

Fund, a WCC official has reported from Gen- . . . )

i S, . Odi:?ctor i th‘:: Commission on While shepherds wstched thzlr flocks by night, Christ the Lord was born in a manger in

the Churches’ Participation in Development, the town of Bethlehem. Herders still tend to their sheep in the sparse vegetation of the
Judean hills above Bethlehem as they did on that first Christmas evening. (RNS Photo

said there is not sufficient support to assure

the program’s operation. by the Rev. Elmo Romagosa)
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The Wesley Foundation at Arkan-
sas. A.&M. Collcge located on the
campus itself has made a serious and
somewhat successful attempt to relate
to the College community of more
than two thousand people in much the
same way that a local church relates
to the community which it serves,

The activities of the center are di-
rected by a Board of Directors, clected
by the Little Rock Conference, by a
Wesley Student Council clected by the
students and the Director, Harould
Scott, scrving his eighth year in this
appointment,

The Student Council is made up of
students from a number of denomina-
tional backgrounds and the only quali-
fication is that the President must be
a member of the United Methodist
Church. This group meets once cach
week to hear reports from the Student
Scnate and to plan activitics of the
center,

The students have felt for a number
of ycars that the program should be
projected in two directions. First of
all there should be an attempt to pro-
vide a program that is centered in the
building itsclf. Toward this goal each
year a series of programs for Wed-
ncsday nights are planned. :

Currently, we are inviting into the
center a member of the faculty or
staff of the college to meet with the
students. This scssion begins at 7:00
p.m. with a bricf statement by the
guest speaker, usually relating to his
field of work. These speakers are en-
couraged to develop any subject they
feel will be of interest to the group.
After an introduction the rest of the
scssion is devoted to questions and
answers both from the guest speaker
and the students. There is no restric-
tion on scrious questions and with a
free exchange of ideas this has proven
to be most popular with the faculty
and the student body.

Formally the program cends after an
hour discussion but rarely does any-
one lcave until after 10:00 p.m. Many
of the speakers have cxpressed sur-
prisc at some of the attitudes of the
students about specific ideas and in
the same manner students leave these
sessions with a better understanding
of the problems faced by the “estab-
lishment.” )

Another side of the center is the
attempt to create a home-like atmos-
phere in which a student can share
with other students. As such there are

Adding finaltouch to Homecoming
float
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Group of students about to enter

Wesley Foundation building

wesley foundations of arkansas

out the state.

The first in a series of articles
which will appear in ARKANSAS
METHODIST relating to the work
of Wesley Foundations through-

— Arkansas A & M —

by Harould Scott,
dircctor

few rules for the building. It is ex-
pected that those who participate will
act in a responsible manner, and with
rarc cxception during the past eight
years there have been no problems in
this area. The title given to the direc-
tor by the students more than any
other is “Papa Scott” which may bc a
reflection of this part of the program.
Like any home there are housckeep-
ing chores which are cared for by the
students  themselves, including the
painting of the building from time to
time, care of the grounds and such
other activities of a similar nature.
The second phase of the overall
program of the Wesley Foundation is
that the director works with the var-
ious groups on the campus and be-

comes a part of as many activitics as
possible which arc not directly related
to the Center. He serves as official
chaplain to several groups including
the college band. In this capacity he
meets with the band for most of their
practice sessions, makes all trips off
campus and serves as official chaper-
one on these trips. He also works
with the agriculture department and
the pre-med student groups.

Wesley  Foundation  has  been
awarded first place in the homecom-
ing parade floats cach year for the
past four years which serves to indi-
catc to both the college and others
our interest in and support of the total
college activities,

[t is not unusual for one of the lo-

““Bleed-In"" for American Red Cross blood drive

cal industries to call sceking students
who need part time work to fill a
need for them. The director fecls that
such relationship with these groups in
the community not only serves the
larger community but it becomes a
source of serving the students who
need financial assistance to remain in
college.

Although not a part of the official
program of the Foundation, the Di-
rector’s Workshop and the Car Club
have been organized by the director.
Through this off-campus group the lo-
cal automotive parts store sells the
students parts it wholesale prices and
it has become an accepted sight to
sce a group of the boys working into
the night making repairs on their cars.

Many of the outside activities while
not important in themselves serve to
open doors to the most important part
of the program of Wesley Foundation
—which is to help guide and counsel
students during this period of time
when they are making the most im-
portant dccisions of their life. While
on the campus they make decisions as
to the direction they will follow the
rest of their lives, often they meet the
person they marry and hopefully de-
termine the standards by which they
will live their lives after leaving col-
leae. .

" If the Church can, through the min-
ister assigned to this task, reach these
pecople to some small degree all the
effort and expense of the program will
be well worth while.

Whatever success we have had in
this program can in no small measure
be credited to the complete and whole-
hcarted support we have received
from the Administration of the college
—from Dr. Babin, the president,
through each department head, to the
security force and even the Depart-
ment of Maintenance,

As the director I feel that we have
cnly scratched the surface of the eof-
fective work that can be done on this
campus. As we look at the total task
of the Church in our world today I
feel that this is not the most impor-
tant phase of the great and varied
program of our church, but surely
this has a place in the consideration of
the leaders of our church—and where
else can the church be heard in ways
that will shape and mold the leader-
ship of tomorrow in a more cffective
. way,

T

Picket-Painting Party
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THE CHANCEL CHOIR of the Ty-
ronza United Methodist Church pre-
sented a Christmas cantata Sunday
cevening, December 6, under the di-
rection of Joe Francis. Solo sclections
were given by Robert Gill, Dec Ann
Tillman, Edna Jean Gunn, Maricdna
Emrich, Thresa Gill and Marion Da-
vidson. Organist was Erncstine Sand-
ers. The Rev. Cleve Yarbrough is pas-
tor. .

A YOUTH GROUP from St. Paul
United Methodist Church in Malvern
presented a program of drama and
music at Gardner United Methodist
Church, Hot Springs, on Sunday, Dec-
cember 6 at 6:30 p.m, Bill Orr is the
counselor of the St. Paul youth. In-
cluded in the music were the lyrics of
a song by the Rev. Thomas J. Nation,
St. Paul” minister. Gardner members
presented pocket crosses to the visit-
ing singers.

MRS. KATHRYN CHINN is dircct-
ing two plays to be presented i
Grand Avenue United Mcthodist
Church of Stuttgart. Members of the
cast for “Why the Chimes Rang” arc:
Jimmy Don Gingerich, Kenny Cox.
Lee Earhart, Candy Oliphant, Dennis
Chambers, Donald McCauley, Ronnic
Hoskyn, Danny Baldridge, John Ed
Graddy, Kim Oliphant, Rebeccah Beck
and Rita Hargrove. Dorothy Clark
Wilson’s “The Gift” will have Eddic
Mulkey, Dcbbie Hoskyn, Dennis
Chambers, Amy Horst, Lee Earhart,
Jerry Burkett, Ronnic Hoskyn and
Dana Baldridge. The Rev. Louis
Mulkey is pastor.

; 17
:

Sixteen years of perfect attendance
at Sunday school by 17-year old Bob-
by Hollingsworth was noted at Van-
trease United Methodist Church in El
Dorado. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Hollingsworth and the

o grandson of the late Rev. and Mrs.
Pl T. 0. Spruce. The Rev. Kervin Hale
is presenting the award to Bobby.
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THE REV. C. M. REVLES, rctired
Arkansas minister, formerly  vice-
president of Hendrix  Collcge, has
been a patient in St. John's Hospital,
Tulsa, since mid-November. His heart
condition is somewhat improved but
complications make the doctor’s re-
port not yet grave, but serious. Dr.
Reves sends warmest Advent  grect-
ings to his friecnds through this media,
with best wishes for a Happy and
Christian Christmas. His home mail-
ing address is: 4134 E. 31st. St., Tul-
sa, Oklahoma, 74135.

WHEN ST. PAUL United Methodist
Chancel Choir presented Saint-Saens’
“Christmas Oratorio” in Little Rock,
December 6, soloists  included  Ed
Barry, Mrs. Ann Rice, Mrs. Frank
Dean, Bill Webster and Mrs. Betty
Cole Drake. Margaret and Donald L.
Warmack were organist and director,
respectively. A presentation by the
Wesley Choir was directed by Mrs.
Dean. Carol and Youth Choirs were
directed by Mrs. Hess Hall. The Rev.
J. Robert Scott in pastor.

THE COMBINED CHOIRS of First
Baptist and First United Mecthodist
Churches of Malvern presented spec-
ial Christmas music in the Methodist
Church Deccember 6. Mr. Sharon
Faulkner conducted and Mr. Arthur
Honcychurch was organist. At the
churchwide family night Christmas
supper, December 10, entertainment
was furnished by the Hand Bell Choir
from the Methodist Children’s Home
of Little Rock. The Malvern minister
is the Rev. Charles G. Ashcraft.

P. K. KORNER

KIMBERLY DEE CONNALLY was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Connally
of Dallas, Texas, on October 10. Ma-
ternal grandparents are the Rev. and
Mrs. Robert E. L. Bearden of First
United Methodist Church, Little Rock.
Paternal grandparents arc Mr. and
Mrs. A. E. Hosch of Cleburne, Texas.
formerly of Little Rock.

DEBORAH CHRISTINE GENTRY
was born November 20 at Fort Ben-
jamin Harrison, Indianapolis. Indiana,
to Lt. and Mrs. Tom Gentry. Mater-
nal grandparents are the Rev. and
Mrs. Charles Richards of Goddard
Memorial Church, Fort Smith. Pater-
nal grandparents arc Mr. and Nrs.
Marvin Gentry of Searcy.

A SUMMER IN CARACAS, Vene-
zuela, was shared with the congrega-
tion of First Church, Conway, by
Kathy Smith, a scnior at Conway
High School. Kathy was sclected by
the Lion's Club of Conway to repre-
sent them as a guest of a Venczuelan
family in a goodwill gesture. She pre-
sented her slides on Sunday cvening,
December 6. The Rev. Ben Jordan 1s
her pastor.

MR. AND MRS. ROY ADAMS of
the Manchester Community, Route 2,
Arkadelphia, have deeded to the Man-
chester United Methodist Church the
acrcage adjoining the church property,
now being used for parking. The Man-

chester minister is the Rev. Harold
Rogers. :
THE 35-VOICE PHILANDER

Smith Choir presented special music
at the Sunday morning service in the
Morrilton United Methodist Church,
December 13. Dr. Walter Hazzard,
president of the college, brought the
message. The Rev. Harold H. sSpencc
is pastor.

THANKSGIVING  was  celebrated
with a supper on the Mount lda-Oden
Charge. Members of both churches
participated and others came on In-
vitation. Afterward, the Rev. George

Wayne Martin, dstrict  superinten-
dent, presided at a Charge Confer-
ence. Rcports indicated that onc

church had paid all conference claims
and benevolences three months carly
with the other church expecting to pay
out in December. The Rev. Harold S.
Bailey, pastor, reports acceptance of
the new challenge for ministerial sup-
port and for Philander-Smith College,
and anticipates “a great ycar for the
Lord as wc move forward into the
New Ycar.”

DAILY BIBLE READING

Below is a schedule for the
Daily Bible Reading, which the
Board of Evangelism invites you
to use as a regular guide for
use in your homes,

Dee. 20—Sunday John 1:1-11

Dee. 21 Luke 1:26-38
Dee. 22 Luke 1:16-55
Dee. 23 Luke 1:67-79
Dee. 21 Luke 2:1-2%
Dece. 25 Matt. 1:18-25
Dec. 206 Madtt. 2:1-12
Dee, 27—Sunday Psalm 71:16-21
Dee. 28 Psalm 13:1-5
Dee. 29 Rom. 12:9-21
Dee. 30 Rom., 15:1-13
Dee. 31 Rev, 22:6-13
Jan. 1 Luke 6:12-27
Jan, 2 Luke 6:32-15

Jan., 3—Sunday Luke 8:1-15

RELIGIOUS BOOK REVIEWS
AT EUREKA SPRINGS

With the encouragement of the Rev.
Maux Whitlield of the First United
Methodist Church of Eurcka Springs,
a town-wide book review group,
known as the Monday Morning Book
Reviewers, has been formed.

Reviews are in the arca of religion
and are given by volunteers. There
arc no dues, and women of all ages
are welcome. Meetings begin promptly
at 9:45 with 10 minutes for coffce
and cookies—five minutes for an-
nouncements—45 minutes  for the
book review—15 minutes for ques-
tions and discussion, closing promptly
at 11:00 am.

The group reports a rewarding re-
sponse and believes that any com-
munity would profit by starting such
a one.

T

LONOKE UNITED METHODIST
MEN elected the following officers to
serve in 1971: president, Marvin
Smith; vice-president, Allen Brum-
mett; sccretary, Jim Miller; treasurer,
Louis Halford; program chairman,
Bert Steely; arrangements committee,
Louis Haiford and Wayne Elmore.
The Rev. Michael Clayton is their
pastor,

“THE LORD'S THING”, a Christ-
‘mas folk musical, was presented by
Rod Hocott and his Rejoice Singers
tfrom First United Mcthodist Church,
in the St. Paul United Mecthodist
Church, both in Fort Smith, on De-
cember 13. The St. Paul Choir, di-
rected by Ronny Garner, will present
a Christmas cantata on Dccember 20,
following a family supper. The Rcv.
Gaither A. McKeivey 1s the pastor.

Col. Claude E. Haswell,
coordinator of adult min-
istries for the Little Rock
Conference is shown on.
the right as he outlined
plans at a recent meeting
of the L. R. Conference
Board of Education. Oth-
ers shown are, from right:
the Rev. Bryan Stephens,
chairman of the board,
the Rev. Bill Elliott,
secretary, and with back
to camera, the Rev. Ever-
ett Vinson, conference
program director.
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WARREN WESLEYAN
SERVICE GUILD JOINS
OTHER BUSINESS CIRCLES

The business circle of Immanuel
Baptist Church, hosted the joint din-
ner meeting of the business women of
First Baptist Church, First Presbyter-
ian Church, Immanuel Baptist Church
and the Wesleyan Service Guild of
First United Methodist Church, all of
Warren, on November 10, with 95 in
attendance.
lu'Crhc tables were beautiful with fall
flower arrangements, programs and
dccorations, and a delicious dmn.er
was served by the Immanuel Baptist
ladies. Mrs. Carric Tate presided. The
invocation was by the Rev. Davx_d
Crouch, host pastor. Mrs, Ollic

Grubbs welcomed the guests and Mrs.

Mrs. Lester Cruce (left),
president of the Warren
Wesleyan Service Guild,
and Mrs. Carrie Tate
(right), president of the
business circle of Imman-

vel Baptist Church at
Warren, are with Mrs.
Maurice  J. Anderson,

Hong Kong missionary,
home on leave.

Louise Councille of Wesleyan Service
Guild responded, Special ‘music was
by Bob Haygood.

~ Guest speaker was Mrs, Maurice J.
Anderson, professor and director of
Health Scrvices at Hong Kong Baptist
College, Hong Kong, China, having
been appointed to the Mission Field
by Southern Baptist Board in 1942,
and presently on leave and residing in
Monroe, Louisiana. Mrs. Andersor},
dressed as a native of Hong Kong, vi-
vacjously presented an interesting and
informative resume of her work in the
mission field. Assisted by her hus-
band, Dr. Maurice J. Anderson, she
showed slides depicting scenery, con-
ditions and situations in that area.

This joint meeting is an annual af-
fair and the Wesleyan Scrvice Guild
was hostess in 1969.

More than 100 ministers, wives and widows were guests of Little Rock
District Superintendent Ray Hozendorf and his wife at a dinner held in

Asbury Church, Little Rock, Dec. 10.

. head table were, from left: Dr. Alfred Knox, editor of the
/?‘Fklagx.s h/A\;thodis'r who gave a slide lecture concerning BethleherEné- Mrs.
Ed Dunlap, vice-president of Ministers’ Wives; Dr. Dunlap, Mrs. = Har-
ris, wife of Asbury’s pastor; Dr. and Mrs; Ho.zendorf; the Rev.I : Har-
ris. Mrs. Don Nolley, president of Minister’s Wives; the Rev. Nolley; Mrs.
Jim Sewell, treasurer; and the Rev. Sewell.

DECEMBER 17. 1970

P
JSLI; ddemniall]

¥

; ¥
o Nz

-

Aldersgate Methodist Camp at Little Rock is the recipient of a check from

the North Arkansas Wesleyan Service Guild to
of Ava Ruth Finch. Miss Mildred Scott, at ri

purchase a piano in memory
ght, is making the presenta-

tion to the Rev. J. Robert Scott, president of the Aldersgate Board, as
Mrs. Howard Johnson, North Arkansas WSCS president, and Ray Tribble.

camp director, observe.

“Call to Prayer and Self Denial’"
observance has new schedule

NEW YORK (UMI)—Preparations
are under way by United Methodist
women, through their two organiza-
tions, for what they consider one of
their most important annual obser-
vances, the “Call to Prayer and Seli-
Denial.”

The organizations, the Women's So-
ciety of Christian Service and Wese-
yan Service Guild, have designated
January 1-15 as the suggested time
within which to observe the “Call to
Prayer and Self-Denial.” Expected to
join in the observance are more than
1,500,000 women in 38,000 Iocal
units of the Society and Guild through-
out the country. Each local unit is
asked to set aside one or more days
for the observance.

The January 1-15 suggested period
is new in 1971, Suggested date for the
observance in 1970 was April 2; in
past years, it has been in October, The
January dates are expected to continue
to be the time suggested for the ob-
servance,

The Call to Prayer and Self-Denial
focuses on prayer, a deepened spiritual
life, guided mission study and a spec-
ial offering for world and national pro-
jects. The major events suggested for
the observance are a “Quiet Day”
program, prayer, meditation, a silent

HOPE SOCIETY HEARS
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

Mrs. E, T. Davenport of Little
Rock, conference president of the
Women'’s Society of Christian Service,
and Mrs. W. D. Cohea of Blevins,
Hope District WSCS president, were
special guests at the Hope Wscs
Christmas  luncheon held at  Firgt
Church on Monday, December 7.
Other guests included Mr

. Davenport,
the Rev. and Mrs, W. R. Burks and
the Rev. and Mrs, Norris Steele, host

pastor and wife,
of the Oak Gro
ties.

The meal wag served buff
SQ persons in a room
gmnning to look a lot |j

and severa] members
ve and Blevins socie-

et style to
that was “pe-
ke Christmas.

mcal and an interpretation of the mis-
sion projects to which the offering will
go. Theme for the 1971 program is
“Yes, Lord? Yes, Lord!”
Women’s Division leaders emphasi-
zed both the “prayer” and “self-denial”
aspects  of the observance, saying:
“Prayer drives us to obedience in ac-
tive service, and serious active service
drives us to prayer. Attention is called
to the meaning of self-denial. Does
our knowledge of the needs of human
beings make any difference in our
spending? Is our giving a ‘token,” a
‘tip,” what is left over, or is it the fruit
of intentionally giving up some things.
This observance is not only for inter-
cession on behalf of the persons and
work for which offerings from Call to
Prayer and Self-Denial are given, but
for examining one’s self before God.”
Selected by the Women’s Division to
receive the 1971 Call to Prayer and
Sclf-Denial offering are: 1) Training
Laity for Ministries jn Social Change
Ovcrsca}s: 2) Deaconess Pensions in
the United States.” [n 1969 the offer-
Ing totaled more than $700,000. Each
Woman who takes part ig asked to save

over a length of time and present her
offering for the j

also asked to p

ray for the workers
and those served

by the projects.

) and, instead, proclaj
things we do th proclaim the

at are right.” She chal-
lenged the mem .
that have take €rs with the changes

N place in the pew WS-
concept. According to

make the members
aware of the missio
s lOIOk at conditio
sides. 1In conclusion she su

ested
th.z:a an  attempt bc’made togg“pray
with eyes achicve g closer
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BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Philippians 3:1-21

MEMORY SELECTION: God did not give us a
spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love
and self control. (2 Timothy 1:7)

AIM OF THE LESSON: To evaluate our personal
growth in scveral areas of the Christian life;
to determine means by which we may more
completely commit all that we are and have
to Christ and His Church,

For the past twelve weeks we have been talking
about how we may grow as Christians, These les-
sons have tried to involve the members not only in
arcas of their lives that call for growth but also
have issued some challenges to get involved in the
arcas of lifc which nced improvement.

At the heart of this series has been the discus-
sion of those things to which we give priority. Dr.
Charles M. Laymon (Intenational Lesson Annual)
has underscored the central theme of this series as
he says: “The greatest responsibility we have is to
get our value judgements in order. Deciding among
the treasures of earth just where the real wealth

lies is difficult. Times change; people change;
values scem also to change. What are the true
values?”

In this series of lessons, the first unit dealt with
the nature of the Christian faith. The second set
forth a number of resources which are availablc

we have considered the importance of living one’s
faith responsibly in every human relationship.
Today’s lesson forms an appropriate conclusion to
this three-month study.

The lesson is based on the third chapter of
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians in which he draws
“a sharp contrast between: his way of life as a Jew
and his way of life as a Christian. In this letter,
which dealt with an intcrnal problem in the church
calling for a solution, the apostle laid bare his very
soul. Dr. Howard P. Colson (Broadman Comments)
observes: “In no other writing did he reveal quite
so intimately as here the inmost feelings of his heart.
He seemed to have loved the Philippian Christians
as he loved no other group of his converts, and so
he disclosed more of himself to them.”

The emphasis of the lesson should be on the
integration of all of life in Christ. The acceptance
of this fact should represent the basic approach to
Christian living. Too many people dedicate only
a portion of their lives to Christ when they become
Christian. This places us at a great disadvantagc
when we come up against total commitment on the
part of those who oppose us. The lesson challenges
every believer to go on living his faith, not as some-
thing static but as something intensely dynamic.

THE LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS

In chapter 3 of Philippians which we are study-
ing today Paul related and intcrpreted his own
Christian” experiences as an cxample of what life
should be like to his readers. The chapter is an
expansion of the idea he had expressed in the first
chapter when he said: “For me to live is Christ.”
(1:2hH)

In this section of the letter Paul warns against
formalism in religion and says that what is needed
for salvation and true Christian living is not relig-
ious rites and ceremonies but genuine devotion to
Christ alone. Using his own personal experiences
he testifies that religious ceremony is valueless in
producing a vital relationship with God. However,
he does give credit to his early religious life for
bringing him to the point where he was ready to
find Christ.

ke Sunday Schsol Lesson

By: Alfred A. Knox

for maturing in the faith. Now for several Sundays -

-
/

Dr. Ernest F. Scott makes this interesting state-
ment concerning Philippians in the Interpreter’s
Bible: “Here is an intenscly human and personal
document which was never intended to be the ma-
terial for cither a theological system or an ecclesi-
astical theory; and certainly was not designed for a
neatly ordered scries of expository sermons . . . It
is rather the utterance, written not long before his
death, of the supremely great Christian who had
suffered the loss of all things at the hands of his
fellow men and had come through unembittered
to face his final martyrdom with serene confidence
and with ‘the peace of God that passcth all under-
standing’ still stcadying his mind and heart.”

Dr. Harry B. Adams summarizes what Paul
does in our lesson today, as he says in International
Lesson Annual: “Paul was a good Jew. His heri-
tage was impeccable. His training as a Pharisec
was rigorous. His cffort to fulfill the law was de-
voted. But through his encounter with Jesus Christ,
Paul’s whole life was radically transformed. The
Scripture passage for today picks up at the point
where Paul declares his rejection of all he has
cherished as a Jew. He goes on to define the total
involvement of his life in the quest to ‘gain
Christ.” ”

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27: All of Life for Christ

* % *
THE DETERMINATION OF A VALUE
SYSTEM

Paul has a great deal to say in this lesson about
gains and losses. He says: “But whatever gain I
had, 1 counted as'loss for the sake of Christ. In-
deed I count everything™as loss because of the sur-
passing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”
(3:7-8) Dr. Laymon tells a*story, of a,woman on the
Titanic who rushed to her staterom when she
realized the ship was’sinking to get her -valuables.
She started to pick up her fjewels but seeing . threc.

oranges on the table she/fook .them’ instead.  She-
knew that if she was to/be ddrift -in the Atlantic -
Ocean in a lifeboat the granges would be far morc

¢

valuable than diamondsf} An hour 'before a whole
crate of oranges would-have 'meant nothing to her—
now they seemed to be everything, What a change!

The reason behind the woman’s” decision was a/

o

life-or-death matter. Paul“also made such a decision ™

when he turned from his former position to belief
in Christ. He had possessed/spiritual riches in the
tradition in which he had’ been itrained—back-
ground, achievements, position, reputation and ‘in-
tegrity. But he threw them all away’ for Christ.
“Whatever gain I had, I.counted as loss for the sake
of Christ.” He went ori‘to: say that ‘as he compared
all those former things’ with: “the ‘surpassing’ worth
of knowing Christ Jesus” the had:to count those
other things as “refuse.” i3

Once he had his spiritual riches all bound up
in the neat little package that was' Judaism. How-
ever, when he met the glorified: Christ on the
Damascus Road, all these fell'in ruins about him.
He abandoned them once and for all.- Now he had
a new concept of life, a changed set of values, a
new idea of what success and welfare mean. Life
was new and different because Christ had come
into life. What was once precious had becomc
dross. for Christ had come to live in him. That
always changes one’s sense of values,

[

JESUS CHRIST IS EVERYTHING

It we were to condense this chapter and it's
message into four words they would be “Jesus
Christ is cverything.” As we have indicated, there
was a dramatic shift in Paul’s value systems after
the Damascus Road experience. After catching a
glimpse of the glory of Christ everything had to be
judged by different standards. He put Christ on
one side of the scales and everything else that had
seemed important to him on the other side and

Christ outweighed them all.

First, Christ was scen as greater than his pride
in ricial ancestry. Paul's position as "a Hebrew of
the Hebrews™ was something in which he took great
pride. Now he had come to understand in Christ
thar one’s racial heritage makes no ditference. So,
in Galatians, he enunciated the great principle:
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is ncither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for
vou are all onc in Christ Jesus™ (Galatians 3:28)

Then, he declared that Christ is greater than
sterile orthodoxy in religion. Note that Paul uscs
the expression “as to the law a Pharisee.” You
could not be any more orthodox in religious prac-
tice than Saul when he was hunting down Christians
to destroy them.

He said that Christ was greater than personal
achicvement. Once the plaudits of the crowd had
meant much to Paul, but now he recognized that
Christ made all of this insignificant and worthless.
And, finally, he declared that Christ is greater than
man’s superficial rightecousness, He says of his own
status ‘“‘as to righteousness under the law blameless™
Not many men could make such a boast, and prior
to his conversion this had meant much to him. Now,
it faded away in the white light of the righteousness
of Jesus.

* * k .
“NOT THAT 1 HAVE OBTAINED . . BUT I
PRESS ON”

Here Paiil speaks of the rcality of the fact that
the Christian never “arrives,” for he is always press-
ing on toward a goal that will never be gained in
this life. This is one of the great truths of Christian
commitment. In one sense salvation is a completed
experience, Christ died once and for all He docs
not have to walk the Via Dolorosa again. In a
like sense a person accepts Jesus Christ and finds
redemption for life. As the old hymn put it: “ ‘Tis
done: the great transaction’s done! I am my Lord's
and he is mine.”

And yet there is more beyond. There is a con-
tinuing maturation of which the apostle speaks here.
No Christian had more reason than Paul to rest on
his past record. He was now in prison with a tre-
mendous record of achievement. Still he says, “But
I press on.” He must have been the type that asked
each night, “But what did I do for Christ today?”

Dr. Robert- R.“Wicks says in Interpreter’s Bible:

“This continuous conviction of more life to be ere-

"ﬁ'atgzd, was to Paul the abiding secret of becoming

more and more alive, down to the very end.”
/7 In many spheres of life this humble conviction

of falling short is the indispensible condition of
“endless ambition to pursue the truth,
“sense that Christian commitment is never static, but

It is in this
is a moving, growing condition.
E R IS

THE NEED FOR TOTAL COMMITMENT
IN OUR TIME

In the whole complicated business of living we
have all noticed a rather vague line between the
limitations of mere existence and the boundiessness
cf real living. Dr. Wicks states, “A modern profes-
sional man skilled in engincering says we can make
a chart of our life to show the distinction between
the things we do to keep going or to hold our place,
and the things which yield all degrees of meaning
as we become more and more alive to their im-
mcasurable worth. Mere existence deals with every-
thing that comes to an end, but real living revels
in the glory of an cndless life.” ®

Religion is coming under such close scrutiny
in our time because it is superficial and self-
sufficient at many points. It is possible for people
who call themselves Christians to take no pride at
all in Christ, but rather in themselves, in their
sceial status, and in their church membership. How
is it with us? Arc we willing with Paul to count all
things loss for Christ?

Half-hearted Christianity will never win the
world for Christ, nor will it bring the fulness of life
to the Christian that total commitment brines. The
need of the church and of Christians in tﬁi§ hour
is total commitment. Let us with Paul make room
for honest differences of opinion with our brethren
and, with a firm faith in God’s power to redeem
through the death and resurrection of Christ press
on toward the mark of perfcction in him,
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BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 6:9.10;
Matthew 13:1-30, 34-43

MEMORY SELECTION: Nothing is hid that shall
not be made manifest, nor anything secret that
shall not be known and come to light. Take
heed then how you hear. (Luke 8:17-18)

AIM OF THE LESSON: To gain a better under-
standing of why Jesus used parables so often
during his carthly ministry; to develop insights
into the way in which we can interpret the
parables of Jesus and make them live in our
own time,

For the first fiftcen Sundays of the new year we
will be studying the parables of Jesus. Perhaps there
! is no part of his ministry in which Jesus scems so
strikingly contemporary as in this ability to visualize
great truths. Ours is an age which has learned to

use pictures in communicating truth with great. ef-

fectiveness. We are giving new mcaning to the
ancient truth that “a picture is worth a thousand
words.” Marshall McLuhan has become one of the
prophets of our century with his philosophy that

“the medium is the message.” Television commer-

cials have been called the most refined sixty-second

art form of the century, More often than not the
commercial uses the form of a parable.

Dr. Paul M. Pettit says in Adult Bible Studies:
“Jesus used parables in many ways, but always he
involved his listeners in answering their own ques-
tions. Parables could lead them beyond where they
were to a fuller vision of what might be.”

As we shall see later, parables were used fre-
quently in the OId Testament. However, Jesus
brought a new dimension to their use and left im-
printed on the minds of all those who have had
cven superficial contact with the Gospels a recol-
lection of the great truths at the heart of the storics
about the good Samaritan, and the lost sheep, and
the sower and the soils, Dr. Walter Russell Bowic
says in a fine article on the parables in The Inter-
preter’s Bible: “The parables have an arresting
quality which has etched them decp in memory.
They are based on things seen, and they awaken
| immediate and vivid images which are scen again in
the mind. As John Bunyan knew, the citadel of
Man-Soul is stormed more easily through the cye-
gate than through the ecar-gate; and it is because
they enter through the visual imagination that the
parables have penetrated so surely into the thought
and conscience of innumerable folk.”

When we study about the parables we are study-
ing about the mind of Christ and about the cvery-
day events and people in the world in which he
lived and taught, As we recall Paul’s admonition
to “Let this mind be in you which is also in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5) we can conclude that the surest
way to follow this advice is to become very familiar
with the parables. This we will try to do together in

the next fifteen wecks. .
E4 Ed

THE WORD “PARABLE” DEFINED

At the outset we should determine the meaning
of the word “parable,” because we can be easily led
afield if we confuse it with some of the other figures
of speech used in literature. One of the earliest
definitions we remember affirms that jt is “an
carthly story with a heavenly meaning.” The word
means literally “a throwing alongsid_c.” However,
it is quite important that we differentiate between a
“parable,” a “fable,” an “allegory,” and a “myth.

A “fable” has been described as a story which
breaks the bounds of the natural, endowing trees
and animals with human powers. Dr. George A.
Buttrick says in his book The Parables of Jesus:
“The mind of Jesus was too divinely natural, too
responsive to the world of human joys and tears to
be fond of the fabulous.” A “myth” .ha.s'bee_n de-
fined as *‘the natural product of a primitive imag-
ination, inevitably mixing tru_th‘ and error, fact anq
fiction.” Parablés employ fxctlon, but they do 11
knowingly, holding it apart, in order to teach"fact.

The main difference between an “allegory™ and
a “parable™ is that in the former ea?h part and_dc-
tail of the story has a cogntcrpart in the meampg;
whereas a parable usually just has one central point.
We can become very confused and stray a long way

7he Sunday School Lesson

By: Alfred A. Knox

LESSON FOR JANUARY 3: Jesus’ Use of Parables

from Jesus’ purpose if we try with cach paruble tp
apply a specific meaning to cach character or cach
situation,  Dr, Buttrick says, “An allegory is con-
structed like a house; but a parable lives, like a
night-blooming cercus. An allegory is constrained;
a parable is spontancous, An allegory tends to de-
teriorate into a pattern; a parable is a flash of light.
Need we ask why Jesus chose parable rather than
allcgory? His mind was not mechanical; it was as
fluid, as colorful,.as spontancous and real as life
itself.”
Kk ok

PARABLES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

‘Jesus was a master at the use of parables, but
he was not the first to use this teaching device.
When the prophet Nathan determined to confront
David with a message of God’s judgment for his
murder of Uriah and his theft of Uriah’s wife, he
did so by the use of a parable, (IT Sam. 12:1-14)
He told of a rich man with abundant flocks who
stole from a poor man his one beloved lamb. Caught
up in the emotion of the story, David denounced
the act with full royal indignation, Then the prophet
pointed an accusing finger at him and said, “Thou
art the man!”

In the fifth chapter of Isaiah we find a story in
which Israel is compared with a vineyard planted
by the hand of God and tended with such paticnce
and devotion that it should bring forth grapes but it
brought forth nothing at last but wild grapes, This
sounds very much like some of the stories Jesus
told about the vineyard. In the ninth chapter of
Judges there is a story told by Jotham to the men of
Shechem as he secks to show them that their choice
of Abimilech as king is a contemptible one. It tells
the story of the trees that wanted a king, and when
they were rebuffed by the olive tree. the fig trec,
and the vine, could get no one finally to serve
except a bramble,

Down through the centuries Jewish rabbis have
told many stories to illustrate their teachings. Dr.
Pettit speaks of Rabbi Simcon ben Yohai who told
of a man in a boat who took a drill and began dril-
ling a hole under his seat. When his fellow travelers
protested. he replicd, “What does this matter to
you? Am 1 not boring under my own place?” The
rabbi was saying that such is a man who refuses to
accept responsibility for his brother’s welfare.

* * *

JESUS’ TECHNIQUE OF STORY TELLING

In his book Exploring the Parables Dr. Eugene
S. Wehrli points out that over the centuries story-
tellers have found that there are special tricks of
the trade that impart heightened effectiveness to
their stories. Jesus used some of these techniques of
oral communication and it will be helpful to our
understanding if we look for them.

Parabies use repetition. This hielps the story
to be remembered. Examples are the parables of
the talents and the parable of the foundations.
Then, contrast is used to make vivid the decisive
point. The good Samaritan is contrasted with the
priestand the Levite, the Pharisee with the publican,
and Lazarus with the rich man. His stories were
often cast in threefold form. This helps the memory
and makes the teaching more dramatic. The seed
falls on three kinds of soil, and produces in three
amounts in the parable of the sower. There are
three travelers on the road to Jericho in the story
of the good Samaritan. Finally, cmphasis usually
falls on the final act of the story. Preliminary re-
marks only set the stage for concluding ones.” We
might also add that the oral stories were usually
brief. The parables vary in length, but no matter
what their length, they do not stretch out the story
for its own sake.”

% * *
THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLES
There is no denying the cffectiveness of Jesus
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as a teacher who frequently used parables. As we
look for his purpose we might keep in mind thesc
words of Dr. Bowie: “The parables throw light on
many subjects but the first subject on which they
throw their light is the teller of the parables them-
selves.™ The parables give us clues about some of
the things in which Jesus was interested, and the
arca in which his mind was moving,

In the 13th chapter of Matthew, Jesus’ disciples
asked him, “Why do you speak to them in par-
ables?” His answer is given in our scripture lesson
for today, and it is not casy to understand what he
was trying to say. He tells the disciples that they
can understand the sccrets of the Kingdom of
Heaven, but says of others, “This is why I speak to
them in parables, because secing they do not see,
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they under-
stand.” In this passage Jesus quotes from Isaiah
who tricd to account for the stubbornness of people
in his own time and their insensitivity to what he
was declaring to them:. '

Dr. Buttrick says: “He came to illumine lives
and not to darken them; and because lives were
sclf-darkened, he spoke in parables, well knowing
that the rays of a parable will penctrate ‘where truth
in closest words shall fail.”” '

* * *
PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION

One thing we should establish at the beginning
of this scries of lessons are some principles to follow
In our interpretation. Dr. Buttrick and Dr. Bowje
Scem to agree on such principles,

First and most important is the understanding
that most of the parables have one main point and
only one. The whole comparison rests on that point,
and everything clse in the story is secondary to it.
Dr. Buttrick puts it this way: “A parable is an
allegory. It is a flash of light, not an ingeniously
devised mosaic.” Dr. Bowie says: “Always there
has been _the.tempta.tlon to treat the parables with
an eqthusna§t1c.fanmfulncss SO unrestrained ‘that it
cnds in an intricate unreality.” :

. The second principle they ask us to
mind is that the p
simple people. They were devi
think but not to bewilder th

have constrained them into t

theological predilection is
_ past credence, and be
moderation of language to describe.” yond

MAKING THE PARABLES ALIVE IN
TIME OUR

The most important thing
parables is the application of
the day in which we live. Sin
tions in which they were
monplace scenes of th
understand them
ings?

Dr. Pettit m
. First, he says
in wh_lch Jesus told each story,

abopt a study of the
their basic fruthg to
ce the real life sjtua-
set differ from the com-
€ present, how are we to
and avoid distorting thejr mean-

permeates al] his
anl(_i his parables.
a living parable, showj

men.” owing the ¢

Finally, we neeq
' , to see th
parable for our own lives,

parables bring yg face to face with God now H
. He

can break throysh ou )
today if we wil] Jet hirrn(.leafness and blindness even

¢ implicationg of each
C need to see how the
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Significant Methodist
commemorations
proposed

The United Methodist Commission
on Archives and History, meeting De-
cember 2-3, in historic John Strect
Church, New York, made plans for
the commemoration of two historic
anniversaries. In 1971 the bicenten-
nial of the arrival of Francis Asbury
will bec marked by rcgional obser-
vances, and in 1973 appropriate ac-
tivities will be planned to mark the
200th anniversary of the first annual
conference session in American Meth-
odism, held in Philadelphia.

The 30-member Commission, whose
president is Bishop Roy H. Short of
Louisville, Ky. and whose cxecutive
secretary is Dr. John H. Ness, Jr. of
Dayton, O., also issued a call for a
consultation on American Methodist
history to *“look at the historical prob-
lems confronting Methodists from our
varicd backgrounds, and to proposc
action for the future.”

On motion by Dr. Leland D. Casc,
retired editorial” director of Together/
Christian Advocate, the Commission
voted to investigate what it could do
to help continue the oldest English-
language magazinc in continuous pub-
lication — The Methodist Magazine,
founded by John Wesley in 1778, The
British Methodist Conference official-
ly dropped that publication some time
ago and it was bricfly continucd by a
group of interested volunteers.

The Commission heard that an an-
ticipated collection of the writings of
John Wesley may be ready for the
press in 1972, and that another long-
term project, the Encyclopedia of
World Methodism, is in the final
stages of being readied for the printer.

Responding, as have other church
agencies, to the call for youth partici-
pation, the Commission voted to in-
vite three United Methodist seminar-
jans majoring in church history to
participate in futuri: mectings.

i

God has a way of staying in power
regardless of election outcomes.

¥

A PLAN FOR CHURCH UNION

4. What It Means to Be God's People

Chapter TH of the Plan seeks to answer the question “What does it
mean to be God's people?” Here we find the church defined in human,
biblical and theological perspectives.

The church is described as a continuation of the apostolic church
and a contemporary body of believers open to the future. We are told
that the human and theological approaches to the church must be held
in constant tension,

I. The Church in Human Perspective: The one-sentence definition
of the church given in this chapter is: *“The church is a community of
all those men and women of all ages and all places, of all races and
tribes, who have been reconciled to God in Jesus Christ, who have been
scaled and cnabled by the Holy Spirit and who respond in faith, celebra-
tion and obedient witness.”

The church's life is jeopardized when men possess the Bible, con-
fcssions, and ministry, and yet are silent with regard to the deepest needs
of people. Because the church lives in the midst of history it finds itself
continually in a new context and with a new agenda. Because it is a ser-
vant community it may find it nccessary to lcave behind old and familiar
ways of scrving—this may require a surrender of traditional institutional
forms.

2. The Church in Biblical Perspective: It takes the biblical images
of the church to help the church go beyond sccing itself just in human
perspective. There are four biblical images which arc considered: the
church as the new creation. the church as the people of God, the church
as the body of Christ, and the church as the community of the Holy
Spirit.

The “new creation” image focuses on the idea of death and resur-
rection and tells us that with the risen Christ we can have a new unity—
a forctaste of the unity of all mankind. The “pcople of God” image
emphasizes the family relation of all who share a common origin from
the same father. The picture of “the body of Christ” accents the incarna-
tion and emphasizes Christ’s unity and identity with his people. As “the
community of the Holy Spirit” we sec the accent on this power making
the church ready to accept ncw developments and to welcome new ex-
pressions.

3. The Church in Theological Perspective: The words describing the
theological dimension of the church are “truly catholic” (emphasizing thc
unity of the church on earth with the cloud of witnesses that have gonc
ahead, and also the church witnessing to man in his totality): “truly evan-
aclical” (with a passion for all the world to hear and respond to the
“good news” of the Gospel); and “truly reformed” (constantly under the
judgment and correction of the Holy Spirit. “The reforming Spirit calls
the church to sclf-examination without self-justification). AAK

UM General Council proposed

DENVER, Colo. (UMI) — Young
persons in the United Methodist
Church apparently believe that the de-
nomination should be heavily oriented
toward secular and ecumenical con-
cerns, as well as toward the local

church,

Preliminary results of a survey of
1,000 youth and young adults show
this group stressing the secular and
ecumenical issues far more than dele-
gates to the 1970 General Conference

polled carlier, the commission exam-
ining the church’s  national board
structure was told here November 30.

Service to the local church was the
overwhelmingly-major criteria sugges-
ted by the General Conference dele-
gates, and ccumenical action came in
a poor last. The youth responses put
sccular orientation as the major cri-
teria in any restructure, local church
service second, and ccumenical action
third.

Results from the poll of youth and
young adults will be added to the mass
of material alrcady being considered
by the commission, according to the
Rev. Dow Kirkpatrick, Evanston, 111,
chairman of the study group sct up by
the 1968 Uniting Conference for the
United Mcthodist Church.

In other actions during a two-day
session, the commission discussed re-
fincments of some of its preliminary
concepts concerning a proposced Gen-
cral Council for the denomination.

As discussed here, such a council
would function between sessions of
the General Conference, with powers
and dutics assigned by that body.

When finally proposed, the chair-
man said, the General Council’s pur-
pose will be to provide the denomina-
tion with a mcans for flexible action
in a changing world, and free the lo-
cal church for ministry by clearly de-
fining and making visable the power
that is inherent in any large organiza-
tion.

The study commission reaffirmed
an earlier conclusion that all active
bishops of the church in the United
States, plus Central Conference repre-
scntatives, should be members of a
General Council, as well as ministers
and laymen from each annual confer-
cnce in the ULS.

Membership of the council, which
would total about 170, would be
drawn in such a way as to provide
equality between laity and clergy, as
well as making certain that minority
groups were represented.,

The commissioners agreed that ad-
ministration of a Gencral Council
should be designed so that its opera-
tion is not dependent upon permanent
staff. They also said that no member
of the study commission will be cligi-
ble for a paid staff position for at

least two years after its formation.

Earlicr, the study group said that
any proposed new structure should
align agencies according to functions
-and suggested at least five basic arcas.
Details of possible alignments were
discussed here, but any final decisions
were carried over to the group’s next
;x;]cctmg Janvary 27-29 in Chicago,

The Structure Study Commission
expects to have preliminary details of
its report to the 1972 General Confer-
ence, including possible models, rcady
by next spring.

Poctry Panorama

CHRISTMAS TIME,
AND ALL IS WELL

Christmas time inspires the

by Barbara L. Mulkey

doveliest verse, because, in what-
cver circumstances it is celebrated,
there is something intrinsically love-
ly about Christmas. Edgar A. Guest

put it . .. ““Oh, I don’t know how to
say it, but, somehow, it seems to
me, That at Christmas man is almost
what God sent him here to be.”’ How cold and dark, how fong and lonely
The winter months woulq be,

If there could be no Christmas cheer

No gifts, no Christmas tree.

ONE MAJESTIC STEP

Starry vision, glorious evening

In Bethlehem of long ago.

Myriad lights, with angels singing
0Of a babe asleep in @ manger low.

How sad and cruel our lives would be
Without a touch of love;

How meaningless our time on earth
Without guidance from above.

CHRISTMAS TIME News In Brief

Sacred scenes of Bethlehem
Unfolding upon the earth —
As we attempt to celebrate
Our Precious Saviour's birth.

The birth of a King, glad news to tell.

No wonder the stars with such beauty shone!
Heaven's music blends into one vibrant swell,
Of peace on Earth, good-will to men!

But all is well, for a star appeared

And angels sang of Christ’s birth,

And joy burst forth as news of His coming
Was told throughout the earth.

A 47-member committee has voted
to write a new plan intended to merge
black and white annual conferences
in Georgia. Only the white North
Georgia Conference and the black
Georgia Conference will be affected
in the new plan, since the white South
Georgia Conference has voted twice
not to merge with the black body. Paul
Webb, Jr., an Atlanta attorney, is
chairman of the group.

For Christ was born to set men free

In that time so far away,

And He brought His love to a weary world,
And He gave us Christmas Day.

God grant us grace and wisdom

As we grope to find the Peace
Bound in Thy gift of Jesus Christ -
Our refuge; our release!

His step to us from heaven above

Will remain our hope in this age of space.
It points us to our Father's love -

It is the Salvation of the human race!
~by Deener W. Wardlow

-by Margie King -by Etheree Armstrong
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Little Rock Conference

UMY Tour

as reported by henry rowla

(Senior at Parkview High School, Litle Rock,
and active member of Geyer Springs UMYF)

Early Saturday morning, November
21st, the members of the Little Rock
Conference UMY Tour met Brother
Hankins of Arkadclphia, the tour lead-
er, and Julia Taylor, Joyce Wrinkle,
and Mack and “Tommic McCauley,
chapcrones. All of the first day was
spent on the road, which provided am-
ple time for everyone to get to know
cach other. That night was spent at
Knoxville -and the next morning saw
us leaving very early for Washington,
D.C. A short devotional on the bus
provided a new expcrience for many.

We arrived at Washington that
night, and took a walk around the im-
mediate arca of our hotel, The next
day, Monday, we, all in the company
of many new friends, toured the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing, many
government buildings, the Lincoln Me-
morial, the Washington Monument, the
Jefferson Memorial, Washington Ca-
thedral, the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, John F. Kennedy’s grave, the
Iwo Jima Mecmorial, Mt. Vernon, and
(phew!) that night visited the wax mu-
seum, )

Tuesday we toured the United States
Capitol, (including viewing a session of
Senate where Ted Kennedy was pres-
ent) the White House, (strange, all of
the guards seemed to be Tpxans) qnd
finally the Smithsonian Institute, which
for me was the highlight of our stay in
Washington, D.C. It was no wonder
that by the time we were through tour-
ing the Smithsonian, our last event in
Washington, that everyone was com-
plaining of sore legs and tired fect.
We ate a quick dinner at the hotel and
then left for New York City.

Arriving about 11 p.m., we all took
a quick walk around Times Square.
On our walk, where we viewed all the
gigantic electric advertising signs [
overheard one remark which toned
down the dazzle of the flashing signs—

n

PN
¥
#

The 1970 UMY Tour group whose Nov. 21-29 iti

< w2 ail .

nerary included points of interest from

Little Rock to Washington and New York, was comprised of 15 young men and 25 young

women along with six odults from over the Little

Rock Conference. Miss Jan Roseber-

ry, president of the Conference Youth Council and three other council members were

among the tourists.
""Cannonball”’

“I'd hate to pay the elcctric bill for
those things!”

Early Wednesday we sct off on a
sightseeing tour of Manhattan, We
drove by lots of famous storcs,
churches, buildings and scctions of
Manhattan, including stops at the Em-
pire State Building, St. John’s cathc-
dral, Chinatown, and had an all-Amer-
ican lunch of hamburgers and french
fries on the island of the Statue of
Liberty. Part of the afternoon was
spent at the United Nations, where we
were shown about by very courtcous
and knowledgeable guides. We werc
fortunate enough to be able to drop
in on a meeting of the General As-
sembly—a very impressive organiza-
tion. Everyone scemed to go wild in
the United Nations Gift Shop. Books,
medals, records, and gifts from forcign
lands charmed the money out of our
pockets. Many good souvenirs were
found there. That night we dined at
the famous Mamma Leone’s Italian res-

taurant, Course after course of strange
and spicy but delicious food was con-
sumed.

The next day was Thanksgiving, and
as our hotel was only half a block from
Broadway, we were able to sce Macy's
famous parade live! That afternoon we
went to Radio City Music Hall, There
we viewed a film version of Dickens'
“A Christmas Carol,” scveral immense
nativity scenes, and a Christmas-theme
dance revue. This was gencrally con-
sidered by the members of the tour to
be the highlight of our trip to Ncw
York. Thanksgiving night we attended
the Broadway play “Purlic’—another
highlight.

Friday morning we sadly left New
York, although it proved to be a good
day for conversation. For instance, a
walk from the back of the bus to the
front revealed several conversations in-
cluding one about the merits and at-
tributes of armadillos and a serious dis-
cussion of classical music. Typical, yet

The Rev. David Hankins, Arkadelphia, director of the tour, and
, driver of the bus—were among the adults in the tour party.

diversified, as you can tell! We spent
Friday night in Roanoke, Virginia, and
left carly the next day for Nashville,
our next stop before returning home to
Arkansas. ,

Saturday evening, in Nashville, we
were all lucky(?) enough to attend a
session of the Grand Ole Opry. Sunday
morning we attended services at Nash-
ville's McKendree United Methodist
Church and visited the Upper Room
with its beautiful wood carving inspircd
by da Vinci's “Last Supper.”

Late Sunday afternoon saw us roll
into Little Rock. All were cager to
get_home, yet very reluctant to leave
their new friends.” At the bus station
lingering, tearful goodbyes were said
as some planned for future reunjons at
the Mid-Winter Institute at Magnolia,
I'am sure T speak for all of us when
I say that T had one of the most fan-
tastic times of my life on the trip. How
about that?

T

Jacob Tracer, president of the Monette-Macey United Methodist
Youth Fellowship, presents a plaque of recognition to Mr. Joe

Dowless for 66years of loyal and

devoted service to his church,

and to his community. The presentation followed a recent Sun-

The Rev.

day evening service.
Monette-Macey Church.
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Dubois Petit is pastor at the

FRED STEWART

Fred Stewart, aged 63, of New
York, an actor and onc of the foun-
ders of the Actors Studio in that city,
died on December 5 while attending
a film program at the Studio. He was
the brothcr of Mrs. Ewing T. Way-
land of Mount Prospect, lil., wife of
the cditorial director of TOGETH-
ER/Christian  Advocate and former
editor of the Arkansas Methodist and
The Louisiana Mcthodist,

He was born in Atlanta, son of the
late Fred Sims Stewart and Sarah
Pinkird Dugger Stewart, and attended
Oglethorpe University in Atlanta,

Recent motion pictures in which he
appeared included “Splendor in the
Grass,” and “In the Heat of the
Night,” “Romulus,” and “The Dep-
uty.” At the time of his death he was
playing the continuing role of Alexan-
der Caldwell in the television serics
“Love of Life.” He had appeared in
many television commercials,

Other survivors are a brother, Jef-
ferson Stewart of Little Rock, and a
sister, Mrs. Mary Gray of Corpus
Christi, Tex.

A memorial service was held Dec.

T,
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MRS, OLLIE BERNARD

Mrs. Ollic Bernard of Fort Smith,
motacr of Mrs. Cecil Culver of Little
Eock, died December 8 at the age of
83. The funeral service was held in
Russellville on Thursday, Dec. 10.

Si¢ was a member of Pulaski
Heights  United Methodist  Church,
Litie Rock, and g former resident of
Russellville.

Other  survivors  include a son,
Harry Bernard, Jr. of West Pakistan;
a daughtgr, Mrs. Lawrence Denton of
Fort Smith; a brother, Dr. Selwyn
Drummond. of linois; a sister, Mrs.
J. Ed Joiner of Little Rock, eight
grandchildren and ejght great-grand-
children. % T -

8 at the Actors Studio. In licu of
flowers, memorials may be made to
the Actors Studio
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those many centuries ago might shine
with new brilliance during this season

—that the light which penetrated the darkness
and on through 1971!
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