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n of Arkansas Methodism

State Council
Provisional Convention

Next Week

By Methodist Information

The Provisional Convention o‘f the
proposed Arkansas Qumml of
Churches will meet in Little Rock,
Tuesday, December 20.

Bishop Paul E. Martin, temporary
chairman, will open the convention
at 10:30 a. m., at the First Me.tho-
dist Church. Provisional of.flccrs
will be elected and reports will be
made by the committeces on nom-
inations, program, budget, and con-
stitution. .

The committees were :xppomltcd
a year ago when the group first

met to discuss organization of a’

State Council of Churches, and an-
other meeting was held Oct. 27 at
Little Rock. The date for the pro-
visional convention was set at the
tober meeting.

OCThe Rev. J. Edward Lantz, At-
lanta, Ga. Exccutive Directm'._of
the Southern Officers of the Iva-
tional Concil of Churches, ut'tendcd
the October meeting, and will also
be in Little Rock for the forthcom-
ing convention.

The convention hopes to accepp a
constitution and budget plan which
the various denominations can prc-
sent to their groups for official ac-
ceptance. Then the delegates_ can
mect in the latter part of 1956 to
organize the State Council.

The following nine groups, all re-
presented at the October meceting,
and which are expecled' to send
delegates to the convent.]on, are:
the Christian Church (Disciples), thg
Episcopal Church, the Color;e1
Methodist Episcopal (;hurch: t el
American Methodist Episcopa
Church, the Methodist Church, .the
Natjonal Baptist, the Pre‘sbyternan
US, and the United Church Women,

Methodist Conferences w_111 béz
represented by 48 'm1n1§terlal\jan
by delegates, including Bishop Mar-
tin.

Adlai Stevenson Joins
Presbyterian Church

AMinneapolis, Minn. (RNS)'—Aldal
E. Stevenson, 1952 Democratic Pres-
idential nominee and annpunged
candidate for his party’s nomination
in 1956, has joined a Presbyterian
church, the Minneapolis .Star report-
ed. Mr. Stevenson preymusly listed
his religion as Unitarian.

The Star said he became a meém-
ber of First Presbyterian church o{
Lake Forest, Ill, in October. It
quoted Mrs. Robert C. Andrus, w.lfe
of the church’s pastor, as saying
Mr. Stevenson was received with
a group of other new memberg 0{1’
the basis of “confession of faith.

Mrs. Andrus said Mr. Stgvens_on
has had a long relationshlp with
the Lake Forest church. His chil-
dren went to Sunday school there,
she said, and he has attepded the
church when staying at his nearby
Libertyville farm.
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<+ U. E. M. Held In Camden District
"(..’ ‘ v e vt By Methodist Information
Y R EIREN A -

The Rev. M. E. Scott, standing, who is Secretary of Evangelism.forj the Camden
District, discusses one of the daily progress reports of the Camden District UEM with
some of the other leaders who participated in the evangelistic program.

Scated left to right are:
Hart,

Dr. Aubrey G. Walton, inspirational speaker; Dr. Nqill
Camden District Supcrintendent; and Dr. George Baker, who conducted the in-

struction periods on methods used in evangelism.

Methodist Children’s
Home Observance
Next Sunday

Methodist churches throughout
Arkansas will observe December 18
as Methodist Children’s Home Day,
and a special offering will be taken
in each local church for support of
the institution located at 2002 So.
Filmore, Little Rock.

The Home depends entirely on the
~annual Christmas offering and un-
solicited gifts for its support, ac-
cording to Dr. Connor Morehead,
superintendent. .

There are presently six cottages
on the eighty-acre site of the home,
and each provides living space for
twelve children and a house mother.
The home operates on the cottage-
plan which means the children eat,
sleep, and play in the same build-
ing. Each cottage has its own laun-
dry, deep freeze, and other modern
appliances, and is a complete home
for those who live in it.

“Our goal now is to construct at
least two more cottages,” Dr. More-
head said, “and we will then be able
to care for 100 children instead of
the 71 we now have.” When school
started this year, the home entered
43 children in Ben Franklin Ele-
mentary School, 18 in Junior High,
and 1_0 in Little Rock Central High.

Estimates are that the six brick
cottages at the home constitute an
Investment of some $325,000, all debt
free and all of which has been paid
by Methodists in the state.

Bishop Paul E. Martin, head of
the Arkansas-Louisiana Area of the
Methodist Church and a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Chil-
dre_n’s Home, said the home is now
caring for the largest number of
children it ever has,

“The Methodist Church in Arkan-

Grace Church
Opens First Unit

The formal opening service of the
Grace Methodist Church first build-
ing unit was held on last Sunday
evening, Located in the northeast-
ern part of Searcy in the Sunnyhill
and Randall development areas, the
congregation has been organized
since the 1955 session of the annual
conference when Rev. William
Hightower was appointed as pas-
tor. .

Rev. E. G. Kaetzell, Searcy Dis-
trict Superintendent, delivered the
first sermon in the new $7,500 build-
ing, which has been built for brick
veneer to be added later., Mayor
Frank Headlee, of Searcy, Methodist
layman, and Rev. Alvin Murray,
pastor of the First Methodist
Church, Searcy, together with Rev.
Mr. Kaetzell and Rev. Mr. High-
tower conducted the service.

Since the building was an exten-
sion project of the Searcy First
Methodist Church and the North
Arkansas Conference Church Exten-
sion program the responsibility for
the church construction was handled
by the Searcy District Board of
Building and Church Locations
which served in lieu of a local
church building committee, accord-
ing to Rev. Mr. Kaetzell.

Grace Methodist Church is one of
three North Arkansas Conference
churches which will receive fi-
nancial assistance from the Special

sas has great plans for the future of
the Methodist Children’s Home,” the

Bishop said, “and it is most impor=-

_ tant that we have the largest offer-

ing this year that we have had in
our history.”

Some 274 members were gained
for the Methodist Church during the

Camden District United Evangelistic

Mission held Dec. 4-9,

Dr. W. Neill Hart, Camden Dis-
trict Superintendent, said 13,154 at-
tended the evening preaching serv-
ices, Sunday through Friday nights,
in the 25 churches in the district
which participated in the mission.
The total offering amounted to $2,-
214.49; some 623 persons were vis-
itors; and 964 prospective members
were interviewed.

One hundred twenty-three of the
new members were received by the
church on profession of faith, and
151 by transfer of membership.

Dr. Hart said he considered the
week-long evangelistic program a
very successful one due to the ef-
forts of the visiting ministers, most
of whom were from the Little Rock
District, and also because of the
preparatory work and visitation
programs directed in each church
by the host pastor.

“We have had three similar evan-
gelistic missions in the district in
the past four years,” Dr. Hart ex-
plained, “and very little population
change. This means we were con-
tacting many of the same people
who had been visited before. There-
fore, I think the -total number re-
ceived for the church is a very im-
pressive one, and speaks well for
all who participated in the mission.”

The ministers met each morning
at the First Methodist Church, Cam-
den, where they heard Dr. Aubrey
G. Walton, pastor of the First Meth-
odist Church, Little Rock, deliver
the inspirational messages.

Dr. George Baker, Professor of
Preaching and Evangelism, Perkins
School of Theology, SMU, addressed
the group each day on methods for
conducting evangelistic missions.

Camden District ministers will as-
sist the Little Rock District in a
United Evangelistic Mission Janu-
ary 29-February 4.

Program of Church Extension proj-
ected this conference year by the
Conference Board of Missions in co-
operation with the District Super-
intendents. $10 shares have been
sold throughout the conference to
finance the extension projects. Pay-
ments on the shares are now being
made.

Charter membership of the Grace
Church was closed at the Sunday

evening service, with 50 members
constituting the original list. Roy
Coleman is Superintendent of the
Church School, and Lay Leader, and

Mrs. Jeffery Walker is the president -

of the Woman’s Society of Christian
Service. Mrs. Perry Brooks is the
Church Treasurer. Building Trustees

include Albert Davis, chairman,

Horace Gentry, and Roy Coleman.




EDITORIAL NOTE: Dr. Ralph W. Sockman is Minister of
Christ Church, Methodist, in New York City and well
known throughout the United States for his radio broad-
casting.

LD yet ever fresh, year after year, is the familiar greeting, “Merry

Christmas.” Life needs its times of merriment just as streams of

water need their rapids to keep them pure. “Mirth is from God,”

declared St. Theresa, the mystic, “and dullness is from the devil.”
1t is good at Christmas to let mirth and jollity come bubbling to the surface
of our lives. But the limitations of merriment are seen if we try to inter-
change the traditional words of our holiday greetings and say, “A Happy
Christmas and a Merry New Year.” We can be merry on certain days
but hardly for a year.

Christmas and Joy

The first Christmas greeting was a call to joy not to mere merriment.
“I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people, for unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord.”
Joy is more than mirth. It is a vivid and animating pleasure, inspired by
the perception of something which seems productive of good. It quickens
the spirit, enlivens the countenance, gives radiance to the eve.

As Dean Lynn Harold Hough reminds us, “There is all the difference
ih the world between joy about a Savior and joy without a Savior.” And he
adds that “most of the cynicism of the world is the aftermath of counter-
feit joys.! When gaiety is but the passing stimulating of an artificial mood,
when it is but the lightning flash of an appetite indulged, it leaves an
emptiness like that of a deserted and disarranged night club on the morning
after a New Year's celebration.

But Christmas continues and grows because it reopens the springs
of genuine joy. It clears away the false and formal things which fill and
clog our natures and lets the simple, elemental, natural things come through.
The innocence and purity of childhood, the unfathomable love of mother-
hood, the kindly ministries of shepherds, the humble adoration of the wise
men—in these wa feel again the things by which and for which we are
made. Although the earth may seem old with its burden of care, at Christ-
mas it always is young.

While many will make merry without a Savior, let us try to catch the
Christmas joy about a Savior.

Joy Of A Saving Light

First of all, it is the joy of a saving light. Admiral Peary, after his
long experience in the Arctic, declared that the worst menace which men
had to fight was not the cold but the darkness. The long nights near the
North Pole took a heavy toll of morale and health. Sunlight is essential
to the health of the leaf on the tree, the skin on the body and the spirit in
the man. As a boy I was often afraid in the dark. It is not hard for me to
imagine what terrors the nights must have held for primitive men before
they learned the laws of nature and the explanation of darkness. In their
ignorance they peopled the shadows with frightening possibilities.

Hence it is little wonder that the Old Testament spcke of the coming
Redeemer in terms of light breaking into darkness. Listen to the prophet:
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.” The citizens
of Palestine lived in a dark world. They had been overrun by conquering
nations, They were satellites of the Caesars in Rome. Their sick souls
tossed restlessly like patients in pain waiting for the dawn and a Deliverer,

In this darkness Christ was born at Bethlehem. He was hailed as “the
life which was the light of men.” The birth of Christ brought a saving
light to illumine the life which is in each of us, to show us that we are not
mere morsels of flesh raised from the dust and doomed to rot again into it,
but that we are immortal souls, children of a Heavenly Father who so loves
us “that he gave his Only Begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish but have everlasting life.”

1t is therefore fitting that Christmas should be the festival of lights.

Page Two

A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION By Ralph W. Sockman

More Than A

Merry Christmas

The date we celebrate follows the shortest day of the year, for the coming’
of Christ to our spiritual climate is like the return of the sun to our r_lorthorn
hemisphere. Christ brings the light and warmth and meaning which turn
life’s winter into spring. Our world, so {ilted with tension, at this mom.c‘ﬂ't
may not seem to show it, but cach yecar more of its people fcel Christ's
springtime in their hearts. And that is “good tidings of great joy.”

A Saving Love

A second reason for joy is that Christ comes as saving love.

Cynics have often charged that Christmas is only a perpetuation 01:
pre-Christian pagan festivals. It is true that in the Near East some foul
thousand years ago, there was observed the festival of the New Year. And
the Romans in their Saturnalia bedecked their halls with green trees an
brought out candles. Dr. Earl Count in his delightful boolk, “Four Thgus:mfl
Years of Christmas” traces these pre-Christian counterparts of Christmas.
But in all these there was very little clement of love. So in Christ therc
came One so magnetic that he has drawn many pagan features into. th’f
celebration of his birth, such as the yule log, the Christmas tree, the jolls
figure of Saint Nicholas. Why? Because Christ answers the hunger of the
human heart for love. ' .

The manger at Bethlehem is the beautiful beginning of the world’s
greatest love story. The child cradled there grew up in the love of a
Nazarene home. Out of love for his people he left his carpenter shop for
the career of an unpaid teacher and healer. In love he lifted the prolen
bodies and hearts of the poor, the sick, the sinful. He loved them evell ‘_O
the end, for even on the cross he prayed for his persecutors, “Greater ]O‘ct
hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.” BU
Jesus gave his life not only for his friends, but alzo for his enemies, evED
for all the world. B

Since Christ’s love was revealed, the world has never been as it \‘7"_3:
before. Out of his love have grown a new reverence for womanhood, @ D€
care for childhood, a new concern for the home, a heightened spirit o+
humaneness toward the suffering, a quickened conscience regarding imns
justice. 1 am well aware of the darkness of our war-shadowed world, anp
vet I am confident more people today are praving and working for peac*s
and brotherhood than ever before. 1

Nearly sixty vears ago a New York newspaper printed an editor}®
written to answer a little eight vear old girl who had sent in a letter sa}'”:i
that some of her friends said there was no Santa Claus. Listen to 7
editor's answer: “Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have bcCTZ
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. Ther do not believe exceP”
vhat they see. . . All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children =°
are little . . . . as measured by the intclligence capable of grasping _ﬂ
whole of truth. Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certaln?
as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abO_Ur‘,:
and give to vour life its highest beauty and joy . .. The most real thin&”
in this world are those that neither children nor men can sce. . - nl’_
faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and "{?‘;
and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Al Vir
ginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.” )

That editor’s answer has been called the most famous editorial‘,Jn
newspaper history. In these dark times we talk much about being 1‘ealisuzc:-
We usually mean that we must take the darkest possible view of our dange,f’;
and our surroundings. I, too, want to be realistic. I do ngt want t© “.“1
fooled by wishful thinking. But we can be deceived by foolish fears as wel
as by futile hopes.

So Christmas, with its sequel through the centuries convinces r:i:
that love is more lastingly real than our present hatreds, j,ust as the SUA:e
shine is more lastingly real than the clouds. Therefore, I rejoice with tho= "
who first heard the “gocd tidings of great joy” for the Savier born in the
city of David brought a saving love.

A Saving Power

And the Savior’s light and love have proven also to pe ¢ saving powcr'

The Christmas story contains an interesting stud
(Continuwed on page 3)
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Christmas
In

Nazareth

Isracl Government

Tourist Office

AZARETH — more than any other place in the
world — this ancient town nestling along the
gentle slopes of the Hills of Galilee brings to
mind the story of Jesus and the New Testament.
The synapogue where Jesus preached, the well where

Mary knelt to feteh water for her
family, the shop where Joseph plied
his trade, the very streets of the
villagge and the surrounding hills—
all these offer inspiring testimony
to the great events to which Naz-
areth was witness.

Christmas in Nazarcth is a pro-
found experience for the Christian
pilgrim. Every year thousands of
visitors from almost ecvery land
flock to the churches of Nazareth,
built on sites immortalized in the
New Testament. The hallowed peals
of church bells resound in the nar-
row streets, announcing that Christ-
mas has come once again to the
Hills of Galilee.

The pastoral beauty of Nazareth
and the hills around has been very
little affected by the passage of
time. The modern pilgrim will look
upon much the same scenes that
have served as a well of inspiration
to his co-religionists through the
centuries. Tiny, whitewashed hous-
es cling to the soil, just as they did
in the time of Jesus. The past is
much in evidence in many of the
customs these people obhserve—col-
orfully dressed women still fill their
clay pitchers at the Well of Mary,
gracefully balancing them on their
heads as they proceed home; many
of the Arab farmers still cling to
the ways of their fathers, using a
lone donkey to pull a wooden plow
through the ancient land.

(Thq Government of Israel, in co-
cperation with the Naareth Munici-
pality, recently completed a water
pipe line to Nazareth, the first such
Innovation in the history of the
town.)

Miany houses of worship dot the
landscape  of Nazareth. Solemn
black-frocked priests and nuns,
dressegl in the attire of their order,
walk in the streets of this historic
town, their lives consecrated to
study and meditation.

Unlike his counterpart of yore,
today’s visitor to Nazareth — and
tq all parts of Israel — has at his
disposal the maximum of ultra-
modern travel comfort. Air-condi-
tioned buses (even in the wi
warm) leavin
towards N
hotels abo

und i i ; :
departure n beautiful Haifa, usually the point of
country.

HillSASolfderrqm the extreme religious significance, the
alilee offer scenes of idyllic splendor that
d anywhere in the world. Illuminated by

Israeli sun shining from an azure sky,

for a trip to

are unsurpasse
the brilliant

S i
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The Hope Of

Christmas

O soft and gentle strains,
A cherished Christmas hymn,
Melodious refrains

- Of peace and love that stem

From golden throats adorn
The Child of God, bedim

The world of mortals born.
The starry skies of night,

No longer rent and torn

By shameful pagan fright,
But shiclding hearts from fear.
A shining star so bright

That moves in close and near
To herald Him on carth

And guide the wise men here
Who honor Christ at birth.
All worldly glory blurs

As bound by Heaven’s girth.
The Love of God incurs

The hearts of Christian men,
While angel carolers

Lift their voices in

A reverent proclaim

That stills the earthly din.
They glorify His Name,

As we in strong accord

Reset the dying flame,

That peace shall find reward
In Jesus Christ, our Lord.

By

* Norman F. Simmons

> nter many days are quite
g from Haifa, Israel's main port, move
azareth over modern highways. First-class

the northern part of the

Nazareth.
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the undulating patlern of the Galilee assumes an al-
most unrealistic beauty. On the way to Nazareth from
1aifa the traveler looks out upon sleepy Arab villages,
planted picturesquely into the hills. Contrasting with
these villages are the cooperative and smallholders set-

tlements, many of them established
in recent years, indicating the dy-
namic progress of Israel.

Experienced guides, well versed
in the Bible and history, accompahy
all tours and heighten the apprecia-
tion the visitor gets from his trip.
Excellent guide books and maps,
containing all sort of useful infor-
mation, are published in Israel. The
efficient services of the Israel Gov-
crnment Tourist Office, which also
maintains a branch in New York,
are always at the disposal of the
traveler. However, by far the most
enlightening guide book for the
Christian pilgrim to the northern
part of Israel, particularly Nazareth,
is the New Tostament. Leafing
through his Bible, identifying the
sites he visits, the pilgrim will ex-
perience the sublime thrill of a
lifetime.

In a city so closely associated with
the life of Jesus it is difficult to
single out a particular shrine as the
most inspiring. One of the most im-
portant holy places is the Church
of the Annunciation, built above the
grotto where according to the New
Testament (Luke 1:26-38) the Arch-
angel appeared to Mary to foretell
of the birth of Jesus. In the grotto
are the remains of two columns of
purple Egyptian porphyry — Gab-
riel's Column and Mary’s Column.
They are mentioned in every pil-
grim’s record since the fourth cen-
tury. Touching Gabriel’s column
(of Mary’s pillar all that remains
is a shaft fragment suspended from
the ceiling) has come to be synony-
mous with having been to Nazareth.

Retracing the footsteps of Jesus
the pilgrim will stop at the tradi-
tional site of the synagogue where
He preached (Luke IV:16-22). Near-
by stands the Church of St. Joseph,
marking the home to which Joseph
brought his family after the return
from Egypt. Just beyond Nazareth
rises the gently-rounded peak of
2,000 ft. high Mount Tabor, the tra-
ditional site of the Transfiguration.
One of the Holy Land’s most beau-
tiful churches now sanctifies the

spot. A new road provides easy access up the mountain.

Only a short distance from Nazareth by bus or
car is the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum and other places
sacred to Christianity that have made the Galilee one
of the most sacred areas in the world.,

During the Christmas season regulations restricting
travel between Israel and Jordan are relaxed and many
Christian residents of Jordan, as well as tourists, join
the multitudes making the Christmas pilgrimage to

Page Three




~y ’

Editorial

Christmas (Commercialized In
Inexcusable Yorm

ACH year much of the meaning and spirit of Christmas have
E been dissipated before the date of Christmas has arrived
through the unbridled commercialization of the scason.

In view of the long-time custom of giving appropriate gifts at
Christmas time, some forms of Christmas advertising by business
firms appear to be proper as an aid to shoppers in selecting suit-
able giits. IHowever, in our thinking, the most vicious, absurd,
inconsistent, unrcasonable form of advertising of which we know
is to sce a Christmas wreath draped about the neck of a whiskey
bottle. The writer can hardly imagine a greater insult to the
Christian church, to the Spirit of Christmas or to the sense of fit-
noss of intelligent people anywhere than to sce the all-out cffort
of liquor forces in attempting to make the use of liquor and the
gifts of liquor appear 1o be a suitable, respectable part of a normal
Christmas obscrvance.

Drunkenness, and the all but inevitable, destructive results
of liquor drinking are so far removed from Christian ideals and
the true spirit of Christ, whose birthday we honor, that it is an
inexcusable breach of decency and propriety for liquor interests
at Christmas time to fill so many of our national magazines with
their most attractive and expensive advertisements of the ycar.
This they do as if liquor appropriately belongs in plans to honor
the birthday of Christ the Son of God.

This growing custom of liquor interests to step up the ad-
vertising of liquor during the Christmas scason is but additional
evidence of the conscienceless, grasping, sacrilegious nature of the
liquor traffic. This business shows absolutely no concern for the
good of humanity or reverence for God in its plans to promote
the sale of its product.

It would be useless to protest to liquor interests this infamous
misuse of the Christmas season. However, if enough church people
would write newspapers and magazines, carrying such ads, pro-
testing this absurb perversion of the Spirit of Christmas, it might
change the situation. It would be worth a try.

Rewards of Ghe Prayer Life I¥lovement

E suggested last week, in connection with the Prayer Life
Movement and the year long prayer vigil to be launched
January 1 in the Arkansas-Louisiana Area, three pitfalls

that should be well guarded: we must not minimize the maximum
rewards of the program, we must not magnify the mechanics of
the program; we must not conclude that the program is a pass-
ing emphasis. Considering the p051t1ve aspects of Fhe year long
prayer vigil we would like to point out sevel_'al benefits that should
come to every individual and church that sincerely and devotedly

enter into the prayer vigil experience.

First and foremost, participation should result in the deepen-
ing of the spiritual life of those individuals, Methodist communi-
ties and churches who share the experience. Prayer in its essence
is communion with God. As between individuals there cannot
be helpful, creative and stimulating fellowship without a rightness
of relationships, neither can such fellowship be continued between
God and man unless there exists a right relationship. Confession
of sin, acceptance of Divine forgiveness and re_commitment of l_ife
are necessary parts of a sincere prayer experience. Thanksgiving
and the placing of one’s self through faith at the disposal of God’s
will naturally comes. It is difficult to conceive this experience
without there following a deepening of the spiritual lives of all
concerned. ' . .

Second, the prayer vigil shoulgl yesult in the rest_oration of this
necessary emphasis in Christian living and church life. Each pass-
ing year finds more and more demands being made on the Chris-
tian’s available time. Often, activ1ty.has been _substltuted for me_d-
itation, work for worship, and committee meetings for counsel with
God. The natural result is less and less time for prayer. Our plea

is not for a slackening of efforts together for Kingdom building.
Nor will a vear long prayer vigil of itself result in an established
practice of prayer. However, the net result of the effort should
be to lift up the whole experience of prayer in such a way that
we shall not soon forget how cssential it is to wholesome, fruitful
Christian living.

Finally, Methodism and Methodists should receive the moral
and spiritual courage that is necessary to meet the issues of life
and be led by the Spirit of God in facing them. The times in which
we live demands the-very best we have to give. These days must
be faced not on the basis of spiritual experiences of another day but
of the present. Today’s living demands open minds, free of pre-
judice, seeking for the truth. There must be forgetting of self and
secking for the realization of God’s will for all His children—not
simply for seclf. This is not casy. All this requires great courage,
the kind of courage that comes from practicing the presence of
God, and knowing that when we are God’s we have the weight of
the eventual triumph of righteousness on our side.

Christmas And Ghe Methodist
(“hildren’s Jtome

ETIIODISTS of Arkansas have an ever increasing interest

in the Methodist Children’s Home in Little Rock. This in-

stitution has grown so rapidly in the last decade in its
physical equipment and in the character and extent of its serv-
icos that it is now a source of great satisfaction and pride to
Arkansas Mecthodism.

Dr. R. Connor Morehead, the new Superintendent of the Home,
is now taking carc of about seventy-five children in a manner
more nearly like a normal home life than we could possibly have
done a few years ago. This Is much the largest number we
have ever had at the home.

This increased number of children means an increased oper-
ational cost in many ways. Clothing, food, house mothers and
many other matters incident to caring for seventy-five growing
children means additional expense which our church will want
to provide in a {ine way.

The annual Christmas offering taken throughout the state in
the Christmas season is the one big opportunity our people have
to furnish the means to carry on the work being done for these
homeless children. Every pastor should urge every Methodist to
make a more liberal offering this year than in former years be-
cause the expense for operation and the services rendered are
both greater than ever before. A ready response in former days
gave us this great institution. A liberal offering now will enable
it to continue its challenging program.

One Way Go “Keep Christ In Christmas”

N recent years there has been quite a campaign each year to
I “Keep Christ in Christmas.” Christian people have felt the urge
to emphasize this campaign because there has seemed to be
a tendency, in some quarters, to convert Christmas into another
holiday instead of a day remembered and honored as the birthday

of Christ.

There are many ways to help promote this campaign. There
is one way in which we may all participate. 1t is to e careful
to send Christmas cards which carry the Christian motif. There
are many beautiful Christmas cards which carry nothing either in
picture or print that relate them to the Christ whose birthday we
honor at Christmas time.

We do two things when we buy Christmas cards which carry
a distinctive Christian message. First, we ourselves are moving in
something of the real spirit of the Christmas season. Second, if we,
by our purchases of Christmas cards with a Christian Message,
help create a demand for such cards, the producers of Christmas
cards will meet that demand, next year, with a larger number of
cards of this character.
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A Lift For Living By Ralph W. Sockman

REAPING WHAT WE SOW’

When I was a boy, the Sunday School lessons always had a Golden Text,
which we were suppored to commit to memory. One of these has remained
with me. Here it is: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked,”—-you know
the rest—*for whatzoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

TR L When you hear these words, does the statement
strike you as a threat or a promise?  Perhaps this
£ question serves as a test of the state of your own con-
science, And mavbe it was evidence of my own guilty
conreience, but 1 have to confess that the words usually
struck me as a warning of judgment, reminding me that
I can't fool God, that if 1 sow in sin I shall reap in
judement,

Well, T eannot escape that aspeet of the text. But
when I look at these words in their Seriptural setting,
they seem to be stressingg the promise more than the
threat. Paul s urging the Galatians not to be *“weary
in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.,” It is a
declaration of the divine dependability and productivity of the universe.

We take this principle of sowing and reaping as an old and aceepted
theme. But do we stop to think what it meant to man when he first dig-
covered it? Try to think back to the time when man first found out that
he could drop a sced into the pround and produce a plant.

A national magazine once pointed out that human history could be
divided into four levels of energy use. Man first gained energry by gather-
ing edible wild plants and by catching edible wild animals. This method,
used until about 5000 B. C, yiclded poor returns. Man never developed a
high culture on what Nature put direetly into his hands.

The first breakthrough came with the domestication of plants and
animals. When man learned to raise crops and breed stock, civilizations
took a great spurt forward.

such as coal and then later oil and natural gas. This led to stcam engines
and a mighty multiplication of power.

And now level four in energy production has been evolved by the
discovery of atomic fission and what it will lead to, God only knows,

Yes, in the material realm when man discovered the principle of sowing
and reaping, it made for a great use of cnergy.

And this principle of sowing and reaping is just as potent in the mind
and spirit of man as in the realms of animals and plants.

Yet granting the gencral principle, we are puzzled by the seeming
exceptions. Across the road is a farmer who works hard and well, but a
premature frost kills his crop. A mother writes that she raised her son in
a godly home until he became a fine promising young man. Then the
war took him and sent back his lifeless body. But her ncighbor, who
neglected her boy for her own good times and let him grow up wild, now
has her son.

Over there is @ person who lives conscientiously and prays faithfully,
yet his business fails. Next to him is another fellow given to shady deals

‘and loose living, yet he seems to prosper. How then can we say, “What-

soever a man soweth that shall he also reap?”

Let us remember that we cannot measure God's dependability by our
bookkeeping. God does not pay cvery Saturday night or even at the next
harvest. The good farmer may not reap a bountiful crop next season. But
the farmer who tills the soil with his best efforts and intelligence becomes
a better and more resourceful farmer.

Remember, too, that we must measure our reaping in the same measure
as our sowing. The artist who puts his painstaking best into a picture may

not sell that canvas for a big sum but he does reap more insight and skill
in painting.

The person who loves another devotedly may not always win the

other’s love, but he does recap more loveableness. The most beautiful words
about love are these: “Love bearcth all things, believeth ail things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things. Love never faileth.,” Who wrote this? Saint
Paul, who was ostracized by his family and stoned by his countrymen.

Then came another breakthrough to a third level of energy use—in
the early 18th century when western Europeans began to use fossil fuels,

Paul kept sowing love and reaped a richer quantity of love.
Yes, in the long run we reap what we sow.

g ™
The i
!
Layman’s Column | .. ..
i
By !
Charles A. Stuck %
Lay Leader g
North Arkansas Conference ¢ ./
Em.,,‘.,,.‘.a‘.’., ;s/':“ AP

“LET'S GO. ..

There was something unusual—uncxplain-
able about that night. The star-dusted sky some-
how looked dificrent. The sheep had acted dif-
ferently, too. Lambs had found their mothers
quickly, and now the large flock was very quict.
This alone was different from the ordinary night
when lambs bleated for hours before finding
rest. The shepherds had been busy all day and
were tired, but thc night was clear and beauti-
ful, so they had kindled a.small firc and were
sitting around it, talking quictly about their fam-
ilies, their hopes, the hopes of all Jews. Tt
seemed that the moon was unusually bright,
but it was always bright that time of year.

More brightness came into the sky. In won-
der they looked up and saw things they dared
not believe. A host of angels, they thought,
were seceming to come toward them. There wag
music—beautiful music ?n the zir. One angel
began to speak. What did he say? A Saviour?
That’s what they had been talking about The
annointed one? The prophets had predicted that
it would be like this. In Bethlehem? Why, they
were only a short walk from there. Why not
go and see what the an;zels were talking about.
One of them said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and
see for ourselves.” (Luke 2:15).

We shall always be grateful to these sim-
ple men because they v:en@ dlr_ect]y. . . did not
stop to debate cach other’s richt to see Him
first. . . or whether this tiny baby could save
anybody from sin. One of th(‘z‘m said in the
simple manner of simple folk, “Let's go. . .and

"
e We have allowed life to become terribly
complex. But after all, when the doctor comes
to my home to cure my 51gk loveq one, he does-
n't begin by making a dissertation on the gj-
sease. He starts curing, or trying to cure. As long
as human beings nced the saving grace of Je.
sus Christ, it will not go any good to beat around
the bush. “Let us go” o the Saviour and seek
His forgiveness. This writer’s Chr}stmas wish
and prayer for every reader of this column is
that, not only on Chrlstn?as’ but every day of
the new year everyone will say what the shep-
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On A Wide
Circuit

W. W. Reld

[a] T Y IV R TR TERS AT T A LI
Cloununsuaiumanmnsanm

R T L T L LG LR L

LONG, LONG AGO HE OUTGREW
TIIE CRADLE!

There are some things we too easily for-
get—or never had in mind—at this scason we
call Christmas, the birth-anniversary of Jesus.

We forget—or have never noted—that the
Babe of Bethlechem grew to manhood, to onc
o'[ the most remarkable and revealing maturi-
ties in all human history. Year after year, we
havc met him in the stable, in the cradle, and
in his mother’s arms: but after that meeting we
have left him in the cradle for another twelve
months. We have not followed him down the
uniriendly road, or around the lake, or into the
Garden of Agony. No, we prefer to keep him
In swaddling clothes.

We forget—or recall it only in the lilt and
nostalgia of a song — that the Babe came to
carth with a Message from God, with a Purpose
designed in heaven, with a Plan of Peace
through Love. Somehow, sometime, we have
been made glad that the shepherds heard the an-
gels tell that this Babe was a Messenger of Great
‘on; and that the wise men showed their wis-
dom by kneeling before him and offering their
best gifts. We like the symbolism of Song, and
the symbolism of Gifts: it makes us warm and
comfortable to give and to receive on this An-
niversary Day. But we don't quite stretch our
minds to the fact that the Babe did grow to
be the Messenger, that he did give his Message
to a group who would listen, and that he did

leave that Message to you and to me to “take
to the uttermost parts.”

Indeed, it is no honor to Jesus—at this
Chrxstmas or at any other time—to think of
him only as the Blessed Babe, and to bypass
the years of his maturity—to bypass his Mes-
sage which was for all people and for all the
ages. Perhaps just looking at the Babe has
made tender the hearts of men to babes and
to mothers. But this Messenger came to call
men to face hard tasks, to battle for a great

herds said, each time the way seems rough or

dim, “Let us g0” to the Master and find new
strength for every need.

God, to build a Kingdom of rightcousness upon
the carth and to establish an cra of Love.

The song of the angels, the adoration of the
wise men, even the sacrifice of Jesus himself
will have been lost if men do not join in the
proclamation and in the living of the Message.
The Anniversary Celebration—even its song and
its laughter and its gifts—is a mockery if it
does not lead us to follow the Mature Man from
God and help share in his ministry. . .

If we were writing the life of one of our
national leaders, we would not dwell at too-
great length on the cold room and the broken
crib in which he was born in a log cabin—and
then suddenly transport him to the captaincy
of a great enterprise or to the White House. Nor
would we leave him forever in that crib. We
would want to know the influences, and train-
ing, and experiences, and singleness of purpose
that shaped his years and brought him to the
goal. We would dwell upon the richness of his
youth and the strengths of his maturity: and
these would give us courage and hope and
strength for our own growing.

Unfortunately we have been told little about
these “hidden years” of Jesus' life. But upon
some things we can be certain. He was schooled
(perhaps at home) in the fear and admonition
and understanding of God and of God’s work-
ing among men. He loved and communicated
with God’s handiwork in nature, and with men
“created in the image of God.” He had a passion
for right and a hatred of pretense that marked
him as a youthful rebel against the day’s in-
grown wrongs and shams. He was a leader
among the youthfuh leaders of his community—
how else could he \mve drawn strong, daring
young fishermen and a wily tax-collector into
his later adventure against the stone walls of
the status quo? This is the Jesus I wish we
could think upon at this Christmas season. . .

I would not deny to anyone the joys that
come with this Anniversary: 1 would that these
might be shared by every man in every land.
But I would burn in upon mind and soul and
will that the recognition of the birth of Jesus
is but the first step. We have to go with him all
through the year and the years. The journey
and the experiences will bring us rebuff, and
hatred, and reviling, and misunderstanding—

and perhaps the cross. But it is only by taking
up the task that was the Master's after the
stall and the cradie were ouigrown and “he had
no place to lay his head,” that the world of our
day can be redeemed. To this ministry—this
never-ending observance of Christ’s Day-—each
of us is called.
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LIVING
WORD

By DR. LUTHER A. WEIGLE

Chairman Standard Bible Committee,
National Council, The Churches of
Christ in the United States of America

NO. 5

“ADMIRE” AND
“ADMIRATION”

The words “admire” and “admira-
tion” were used in the seventeenth-
century simply to denote wonder or
astonishment, without any implica-
tion of praise or approval. Thomas
Tuller, the church historian, writ-
ing in 1639, said of Mohammedanism
that it was “admirable how that
senscless religion should gain  so
much ground on Christianity”—by
which he meant that this fact was
amazing. He clsewhere told of
Cardinal Pole delivering “a dry ser-
mon . . . many much admiring the
jejuncness of his discourse”—that
is, they were astonished at its empti-
ness. In Milton’s Paradise Lost,
Satan was confronted at the gates
of Hell by a monster Shape, and
“the undaunted Fiend what this
might be admired”—that is, Satan
wondered what this might be (Book
II, line 677).

In Shakespearc’s Hamlet (1,2,192)
when Horatio tells Hamlet that he
has seen the ghost of “the king your
father,”. Hamlet responds with a
startled exclamation of surprise, to
which Horatio answers:

“Season your admiration for a-

while

With an attent ear, till I may de-

liver,

Upon the witness of these gentle-

men, -

This marvel to you.”

This evidence is enough to show
that when the writer of Revelation
17.6, as reported in the King James
Version, expressed ‘“great admira-
tion” for the woman arrayed in
scarlet, “drunken with the blood of
the saints and the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus,” he meant simply
to declare his wonder and astonish-
ment at her. The American Stand-
ard Version translates the state-
ment: “when I saw her, I wondered
with a great wonder.” The Revised
Standard Version has: “When I saw
her I marveled greatly.”—Luther A.
Weigle

PACKAGES TO POLAND

The Methodist Committee for Ov-
erseas Relief has established con-
tacts which will allow distribution
of food packages in Poland and
Hungary through Methodist work-
ers in those two countries.

Under the plan, parcels for Po-

e 4. e A dAasvmr

Madonna and Child

By a Chinase Artist

TR I

Stars Of Ice

By T'ien Ching-fo

Translated by Bliss Wiant

stars of ice, wheel of moonlight bright,
Shine on sheep with silv'ry light;

Humble shepherds, chatting circled round,
Sit content on grassy heights;

sudden light! Hark, the angels sing!
shepherds crouch in awe.

Mid the clouds the angels proclaim:

God’s Son is born in Bethlehem.

Dies the song, stars and moon gently fade,
Shepherds leap for very Joy;

Leave their quiet flocks, homeward quickly fly,
Worship then the Holy Boy,

Wondrous news thru the streets resounds,
Glad praises fill ev'ry home.

Poor man’s Savior, peasant’s friend,

Comes today to Bethlehem.

Learned men from far eastern lands
Kneel before the Holy Child,

Bring abundant gifts, rare, luxuriant,
Crowd the age-worn village inn.
Miles on miles had they come to adore;

No distance seemed too far.
Boundless, saving, pecaceful love

Now has come to Bethiehem.

' HOW TO ABUSE THE BIBLE

An article on how -to abuse the
Bible might seem strange. When we
consider some of the dis-service
which we do to God’s word, how-
ever, such advice might be quite
useful to some of us.

If you would like to abuse the
Bible, the best thing you can do is
to ignore it. Don’t ever read it. Be
careful not to look up Scripture in
the Bible which appears in the
church-school quarterlies and the
Upper Room. Besides, you have a
pretty good idea of what is in the
Bible. Surely you remember a good
deal that your mother told you
about certain passages of Scripture.
More than likely your memory holds
fast the interpretation which your
. childhood pastor placed upon the
Bible. There is no need to ask
whether or not these people were
right or wrong or whether the

e St

Ignore the fact that we are ten
thousand miles and twenty centuries
away from the scene of action. Take
pride in the fact that vour attitude
toward the Bible is essentially the
same as it was years ago. Regard
any ideas about Scripture which are
different to yours as a work of the
devil. Assume that you are abso-
lutely correct in your interpretation
of Scripture and that the Bible needs
no further investigation by you. By
doing this you may rest assured that
vou will never know what the Bible
really has to say.

Another fifth-column activity is
to try to make the Bible into some-
thing which it is not. Assume that

By Rupert D. Coles

it was intended to be a scientific
textbook, an agricultural journal, a
medical treatise, an objective ac-
count of history. The fact that the
Church has never pretended that
this was the case and that the Bible
does not claim such for itself should
have no bearing upon your convic-
tions. In this way you will certainly
abuse the Bible by making it an-
tique to a world which is seeking
God’s work for the twentieth cen-
tury.

One excellent method to cripple
the Bible is to try to remember the
book. In addition, this will cause
your friends to think you are pious;

(Continued on page 15)
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Stop giving “cich or other prop-
certy or things of value” to bithops

and  district cuperinten donts,
Some men aim to ok the pen-
cral conference to pars ol that

will put people in the pen for pav-
ing “cash or property or things of
value” to these officials,

Don’t look ot this ditrict super-

intendent, for the only “cash or
property or things of value” cyer
given to me in this oftice are in

the form of humps on the hend.

Now if the piouws prophets will
put an end to that ot of Jay piv-
ing, I'm for it.

If my. brethren had hoen wie
cenourh to send me 1o the pencral
conference, T'd insict that the new
Iaw by the lavmen abo provide that
they can't give superintendents any-
thing — including fite,

Now for the birhop: T'm all for
them and for them pelting all the
“cash or property or things  of
value” the people want to give
them.

If a bhichop here or there, now and
then, over-does the lovelv thing of
acceptlineg gifts, talie him to  the
woodshed. Don't rule out o prracious
thing.

It would be just
a law forbidding bihops to beat
their wives as to pas: one f{orbid-
dine thaem to reecive pifts,

If T ever hear of a hizhop beating
his wife, T want—1to find out his
sceret.

I was thinking aceepting
the office of a bLizhop, i clectod;
but if there is poing to he a law
against Joving bizhops and acting
accordingly, you'll huve to include
me out.

I'm for giving bi-hopr
more; not lesz aned e
them left pastorates that pav more
than they now recoive. Many, many
pastors get more caiary than do
bishops! It is in a eln-n with paving
the governnrs of the ctates more
than the President.

1t is a plain fact that
dist Church pays its bishopz about
kalf what it should. They are the
heads of the church but we treat
them shabbily.

The bishops are the
ing men among us. T
ful responsibilities,
rificiallv, believe it or

valid {o pass

about

more

The Xfictho-

speaking and inspection
themselves!

Hospital Board To
Hold February Meeting

St. Lowvis. (11D
reprezenting 290 1 3
homes of The Llethodist Church will
convene here in the Jefierson hotel
Feb. 8 and 9.

The annu2! convention of the
~ational Ascociation of AiMethodist
Hospitals and Homes is expected to
atiract more than 300 delegates.
Thev will include administrative
heads of the institutions, board

members, auxiliary prosidents) con-
ference chairmen. chaplaing, and
others.

Awarding of mernberships in g};e
Methodist Hall of Fame In Phi-
lanthropy will be a highlight of the

DECEMBER 15, 1355

Four Methodist Board
And Agency Meetings
Set For January

Noachville, Tenng, (MD —- Four na-
Gonal  aeencies of  the Methodist
Church will hold their annuud meet-
s in Januuany,

The Board  of Bvanpeliom will

meet January T1-13 ot S Soeons
Pland, Ga, ot was announeed by
Dro Ty Denman, executive see-

retury, Brhop W Aneae Smitth of
OLLithomn 0 chairman,

The General Bonrd of M ions
will meet January 1920 0t Buck
Haoll Fall) Pac Brhop Arthan
Moore, Athanta, i3 chatrman, Execu-
tive secretarien of the Board's World

My donn Diveoron sae Del Fupene
Suuth, and Notional Mrecjons Di-
vitton Dreoo Farl R Brown; My

'

Frank G, ent of

the Waoman”

}'xl‘«lu!" ol
Diviaon,
Secont of the Bowrd of Eduen-

tion dwe ceheduled for January 15

o Comonnaty, Olno, Behop Fred

PooCoron, Platactelphia, i ehare

man. Favccutive reeretaries of  the

board™ three divitions are Dr. John

O, Gro.s, educational e titutone:

Dr. Leon M Adlons, local chureh,

.'mrL'J)x'. Henry M Bullock, chureh

cchool publication:,

The Rodio and Filme Conangeeon
will mect in Nachville Jonumy 265-
( Harry C Spencer 0 execu-
cecretary and Bishop Donald
H. Tippett, San Francr co, o ol
man.

An affilinte of  the  education
Leard, the National Avociation of
Niethodit Schools and Colleges, will
meet Janunry 9210 in St Lowe,
Preoident Nelton P Horn of Baker
University, BDaldwin Unaveraty
Jaldwin, Kansas, s pre-ident of the

aoociation  which numbers 123
church-related  inctitution:.
Principal buniness to be transact-

cxpected to
quadren-
the

meetmge is
leg:

ol ut the
coprie
ninl

ation  and

s for propesal at
Sethodint Chureh’s General Con-
ference, which opens April 25 in
NMinncapalic

prage

coveled honor will be giv-
at o banguet Wednen-

Feb. O Thex will be

i rdun. ho huve given out-
ctonding coryvice or contritutinns to
Liethodit horpitals and homes,

cers scheduled o
the convention inciude th

g

AP
niener,

i . and Heward Al
g, D.. az:ociate editor of The
York Times.

Ru
New

Liethod

convenuon,

nps Wil

and four of

Boord of Hns
hop Joihin Wes
enp Llovd C.
ard Bishop Costle
lotie. N. C. Ano
the Rev. Dr.

In addition to . penersal
the convention will provide group

for specialized interests of

PR
o}
o3
[3e]
o

hospi hones for older persons,
homes for children, homes for
vouth, chaplains, auxiliarics and

conference chairmen.

Arkansas-Louisiana Area Reports Highest
Amount Pledged To Date For Alaska College

Clizenro, IV Methodiet ¢dar lies Gitons
plediged £022 549 10 the Proposed Alesha Metls
for the college 1 cash and pledipes on )
Arong the hiphet e
terentative, included
REHINEY tepoatted for e Athaneu
Tooule;
YEVLA0S, reported for e Heohimond aten b In
SEET00, peported for te Che area by D
YILOHL reported far e atea by
the Hevl Daned Tavlor:
20000, reported for the Lo e area b D Walte: Moo hibe:
SETO0, reported for e e urpgh wrea by D LD T ’
Among the hipheat feures <ot o L copoaly were SUT 0 for
the Chircago area, 2200600 for the Huhrnond Grea, 100000 v!!:r".'\:‘r..ax:w

United States have
vt UCollege and the tutal
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yistian Education

NORTII ARKANSAS
CONFERENCE NOTES
By Ira A. Brumley
Methodist Youth Fund

Our conference director of youth
work has made a study of our con-
tributions to the Methodist Youth
Fund, by districts. His report shows
that while the average contribution
per year for youth of the Methodist
Church is 52 cents per person, the
average for the North Arkansas
Conference ds 20 cents per member
for a whole ycar.

The report for the various dis-
tricts per person a year is as follows:

Batesvilte District

Conway District

Fayetteville District ...

Forrest City District

Ft. Smith District ... 21

Jonesboro District ... 31
Paragould District ... 17
SCATCY covvveveermsirecisiiinns .30
Conference average 20

There were only 116 churches in
the conference that made any con-
tribution to this fund last conference
year. The churches that did make
contributions paid more than 20
cents per person.

There were reported last year 12,-
851 young people in the church
schools of the North Arkansas Con-
ference. If each of these would aver-
age one cent per week you see we
would more than double the amount
paid last year.

While the North Arkansas Con-
ference has a good report in most
of its Christian cducation program
we regret to sce our conference so
low in so important a program as
the Mecthodist Youth Fund.

We realize that our young people
did many other fine things when it
comes to raising money for worth-
while programs. They made offer-
ings to missions in many ways.
However we want them to reaiize
that this is their mission special.

The conference youth council has
made plans to make this a better
year for the Methodist Youth Fund.
We hope all the local churches will
cooperate with the youth council
in carrying out these plans.

Student Recognition Day

Student Recognition Day has been
set for Sunday, January I, 1956.
This will be while most of the col-
lege students are still at home for
the Christmas period. We hope that
all of our churches will make plans
to make most of this period for its
youth.

Programs have gone to the pas-
tors. Should additional copies be
needed please write Department of
Higher Institutions, P. O. g71, Nash-
ville 2, Tenn.

Any of these materials may be
duplicated for use in the local
church.

The local church should recognize
its seniors in high school along with
the colleges students.

New Booklet No. 542-B

There has gone to.the pastors and
church school superintendents each
a copy of the booklet No. 542-B,
Leaflets and Bookets on Christian
Education. This booklet has a list-
ing of the free and charge booklets
and leaflets on Christian education
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needed by local churches for.the
promotion of Christian education.

“I Follow”

The folder on the new reading
book, “I Follow”, for our young
people for the spring period this
year is going to pastors and church
school superintendents. This is an
excellent little book that can be
had at 35¢ for a single copy, or at
30c per copy where as many as ten
copies are ordered.

This book will be ready soon after
January 1, 1956.

Church School Evangelism

Fach pastor and cach church
school superintendent has been pro-
vided with a packet of materials in
which were included copies of the
free lcaflets on Church School
Evangelism. Additional copies of the
materials can be secured for the
local church from the Board of Edu-
cation, P. O. Box 871, Nashville 2,
Tenn. Order as many as you need
for your leaders.

ALCOHOL EDUCATION

The Board of Education and the
church schools of the annual con-
ference are responsible for includ-
ing in the program of Christian edu-
cation in the local church strong
emphasis on the evil cffects of
beverage alcohol. To fulfill this re-
sponsibility, the Department of
General Church School Work, Gen-
eral Board of Education, suggests
the following procedure:

1. Choose suitable individuals, and
develop and equip tcams to visit
and ccoperate with local church
schools in conducting meetings and
getting programs under way.

9. Encourage workers’ conferences
in local church schools to include
at least annually an emphasis on
helping teachers handle effectively
the temperance lessons that appear
in the regular curriculum materials.

3. Encourage church school mem-
bers, as Christian citizens, courage-
ously to repel both the sale and use
of beverage alcohol.

APPLICATIONS FOR
DEMPSTER GRADUATE
FELLOWSHIPS IN ORDER

Nashville, Tenn.—Applications for
the Methodist Church’s third annual
Dempster graduate fellowships for
prospective teachers of religion will
be received until March 1.

Five fellowships, each with a
basic stipend of $2.000 for single
persons and $2,400 for married per-
sons, will be available in 1956
through the Methodist Board of
Education here.

Dr. Gerald O. McCulloh, director
of the board’s Department of The-
ological Schools, said the fellow-
ships are open only to men and
women “who are teaching or plan
to teach religion or related subjects
in seminaries, universities or col-
ieges.”

Apvlicants must have received the
divinity degree within the last five
years from one of 10 Methodist sem-
inaries, and completed at least a
year of study toward the Ph. D. de-
gree, Dr. McCulloh added.

NEWS

PROMOTION ¢ * * ¢ °

CULTIVATION

Arkansas-Louisiana Area -

TRAINING CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS
TO VISIT

“Most church school teachers
recognize the value of visiting
the homes of their pupils. More
would do the visiting if they knew
better how to go about it,” says &
leaflet recently released by the De-
partment of Christian Education of
Children, General Board of Educa-
tion. It is entitled Training Church
School Teachers to Visit.

Here are some do’s and don’ts
listed in the leaflet that will be
found useful by church school
tcachers in calling in the homes of
their pupils.

«Remember that a parent cares
more deeply amout what happens
to his child than a teacher does.

“Makes parents feel that you re-
spect and appreciate them and what
they have done for their child—
even though the child may #have
the most exasperating behavior
problems for which you feel parents
must be responsible.

“Be more interested in getting
acquainted with parents and their
children than in changing them.

“Do what you can to help par-
ents have confidence in themselves
and their children.

“Don’t make them feel that they
have done everything wrong in
rearing their children.

“Make friends for the church and

MEN WANTED

Men are needed for the pre-school
departments in the church school.

Men who can find fun and satis-
faction in wrapping and unwrapping
youngsters in winter weather; in
sitting on the floor and building a
chrurch with building blocks; in
passing graham crackers and milk;
in using quiet moments with small
children to thank God for our food
and other blessings—men that can
take part in such activities are
greatly needed.

However, except in a few in-
stances, they themselves don’t know
they are needed, the pastors don’t
know they are needed, and some-
times even the children’s workers
in the church school don't know
they are needed.

Said Dr. Mary Alice Jones, di-
rector of the Department of Chris-
tian Education of Children, General
Board of Education, “Because of the
need in the field of additional lead-
ership and guidance to churches in
their work with pre-school children,
the Department of Christian Edu-
cgtion of Children is prepared to
give priority to helping the confer-
ences strengthen their work in the
local churches in their area.”

) To promote the fine idea of us-
ing men as helpers in the children’s
division of the church school, the
I)epartment of the Christian Edu-
cation of Children has called the at-
tention of children’s workers to a
leaflet, Men Needed for the Pre-
School Departments, published by
the Division of Christian Education
gf the National Council of Churches,
79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3,

Illinois. Price 4 cents each, $3.00
per 100.

its program. Do not argue. Antagon-
ism shuts the door on further
chances to reach a person.

“Keep in mind that when you
show, through calling in a home. a
concern for children and parents,
you express the church’s concern,
actually God’s concern for them.
This is especially important for un-
churched persons.”

This leaflet is free. Order Train-
ing Church School Teachers To
Visit (172-B) from the Sctvice De-
partment, Methodist General Board
of Education, P. O. Box 871, Nash-
ville 2, Tennessce.

HOME STUDY COURSES

Do you want to be a worker in
your church school? Or perhaps you
are already a worker. If the lat-
ter, perhaps you feel that you need
to know more about the education-
al work of the local church. Maybe
you are a new church school super-
intendent and have already been
confronted with some problems of
administration. Or it might be that
you would like to know more about
the Methodist Youth Fellowship.
Perhaps you fcel that your know-
ledge of the Bible is inadequate to
do the work you are now doing in
the church school. And there is the
possibility that you are not exactly
sure what Christians believe.

Answers to all these questions are
found in the Home Study Courses.

Because one of the greatest needs
of our day is for devoted and con-
secrated Christians who are inform-
ed and skilled church workers, the
General Board of Education through
the Department of Leadership Edu-
cation makes available Home Study
Courses to help workers grow and
increase their effectiveness.

The courses are within reach of
every individual who is served by
a post office and may be taken by
any person who is {ifteen years of
age or older.

The Home Study Courses may be
used in many ways. However, they
are used chiefly in individual study
or in group study.

Thirty-five leadership education
courses .are available for individual
study—16 First Series courses and
19 Second Series. The first Series
courses are for those who are tak-
ing first steps for training in Chris-
tain leadership, and for those who
{for one reason or another are able
and willing to give only a limited
amount of time. The Second Serifs
courses are for those who are ready
to take some next steps beyond First
Series work in training for Chris-
tian leadership and are able and
willing to give more time in study
and training.

A leaflet (702-B), Home Study
Courses for 1956, containing a list
of the courses, and application blank
and instructions as to the procedure
to be used in taking one of th
courses is now available. It may b
secured free from your conferénc
executive secretary or the Depart
ment of Leadership Education, T
0. Box 871, Nashville 2, Tennesse
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Jaycees Push Religious
Christmas Observance

Tulsa, Okla. (RNS) — National
headquarters of the U. 8. Junior

Chamber of Commerce here has
urged its affiliated chapters
throughout the 48 states, Hawaii

and Alaska to “de-emphasize the
extreme commercialism which has
crept into the observance of Christ-
mas.”

It called upon local Junior Cham-
bers to “encourage the public to re-
cald the spiritual sipnificance of the
holiday and the real reason for its
existence, the miraculous birth in
Bethlehem 1,955 years apo” by mak-
ing widespread use of the orpanivza-
tion's “Kceep Christ in Christmas”
projects,

In pursuance of this program, the
national hceadquarters said, Nativity
scenes will be erected inmany com-
munitics and merchants encouraged
to devote window displays to bhibli-
cal scenes and to spell out the word
“Christmas” instead of using the
abbreviation “Xmas.” Homeowners
will be invited to use religious
motifs in housc¢ decorations, and
Jaycees will enter floats of religious
si;fnific;mcc in community parades.

Public attention also is being
drawn to a noew Jaycee project,
“Cradle of Our Faith," an iHustrated
book deseribing for Profestants,
Roman Catholics, Jews and Moslems
their common heritage in the Holy
Land.

Adopt Record Budget
For Bible Society

New York—(RNS)—A 19856 bud-
get of £3,858,000 for the Amecrican
Bible Society, largest in its history,
was adopted at the 37th annual
meeting of the Society’s advitory
council here. It 15 $314,000 more
than last vear’s budpet.

The council cited the critical need
for Scriptures in forcign countries
and an expanded general program
as reasons for the increase,

In Japan, it noted, a missipnary
edition of the colloguial Bible is re-
quired for students, farmers and
other low-income groups. Large
numbers of refugees in Hong Kong
have no Bibles, it reported.

In Southeast Asia, the council
said, the Scripture needs of 20 mil-
lion refugees arc largely unmet.
India, where the number‘of new
literates is rapidly increasing. was
said to represent another challenge,
as does the j\iiddlg Ea.st where'.thc
need for the distribution of Bibles
to military forces, prison inmates
and Arab refugees was cited.

AIR FORCE
REPORTS CHAPEL
ATTENDANCE

Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Chapel
attendance by members of the Unit-
ed States Air Force and their fam-
ilies topped the ten-million mark
for the seeond year in a row dur-
ing the 1955 fiscal year.

Chaplain (Maj. Gen) Charles L
Carpenter, Chief of Air IForce Chap-
lains, said the figure was 400,000
or four per cent greater than in
the 1964 fiscal year.

He also reported that Sunday
school attendance at air base chapels
was 2,800,000, compared to 2,260,000
in fiscal 1954,

Air Force chaplain officiated at
7.119 marriages, 15,830 baptisms, and
111 funcerals during the ycar,
Chaplain Carpenter added.

2000 Singers Present

Messiah at 65 Locations

Los Anpeles (RNS) — Iandel's
oratorio, “The Messiah,” was pre-
sented simultancously by some 2,-
000 sinpers at 65 different locations
in southern California and  lower
Nevada to herald the opening of the
Christmas scason.

It was the ninth annual mass
rendition of this traditional Christ-
mas  work sponsorcd by the Los
Angeles Church Federation and the
Southern California Council of
Protestant Churches,

About 500 churches participated
in this year's projeet, believed to
be the most widespread performance
of “The Messiah” since it was writ-
ten in 1741, Federation officials
estimated the audiences totalled
100,000 persons.

Okla. Drys Successful
In Local Option
Signature Campaign

Oklahoma City — (RNS) — The
Oklahoma United Drys, a Protestant
group, have enough petition signa-
tures to initiate local option eclec-
tions on beer.

Although he would not disclose
the exact number of signers, Dr.
Stanley B. Niles, execcutive secre-
tary, said the 91,000 names necessary
to put the question to a vote have
been obtained. He added that the
a;sociation hopes to collect 200,000
signatures.

The petitions will be filed with
the secretary of state December 18.

If they are approved by him, coun-

tigs could hold elections to deter-
mine whether 3.2 beer should be
outlawed.

The sale of 3.2 be

) er is now legal
in all of Oklahoma. ¢

White House Conference Opposes Public

Funds For Private Schools

Washington, D. S. (RNS) — The White I{ouse Conference on Educa-
tion went on record here as opposing the use of tax funds for the support

of non-public schools.

But it reported that “considerable sentiment” existed among delegates
that health and welfare service should be extended to non-public school

students without diserimination.

The Conference said that private schools are having “financial dif-
ficulties in meceting their need.” It recommended, however, that funds
for such schools be obtained from private sources so far as possible.

More than 2,000 delegates adopted the report on “How Can We
Finance Our Schools, Build and Operate Them?”, the most controversial

Educators Bid Schools
Develop Moral, Spiritual
Values

Washington, D, C. (RNS) — A
major objective of America’s schools
should be to develop “ethical be-
havior based on a sense of moral
and spiritual values,” the White
House Conference on Education de-
clared in a report on educational
objcctives adopted by a plenary
session of more than 2,000 delegates.

“The school must accept respon-
sibility in determining its place in
working in cooperation with appro-
priate community institutions and
agencies toward enriching the lives
of its students,” the report declar-
cd.

“It must help them apply cthical
values which will guide their moral
judgments and their conduct, and
to develop the recognition that these
values stem from, among other
sources, their spiritual and religious
convictions,”

The report declared, however, that
“on this latter point, more time is
necessary for the development of
a common viewpoint.”

In this way the conference side-
stepped possible controversy over
released - time religious instruction
of students and proposals for teach-
ing religion or spiritual values in
the schools.

German Reds
Establishing Atheism
Center

Berlin (RNS)—Plans to set up a
“Museum for the History of Re-
ligion and Atheism” in East Berlin
were announced by the Society for
Spreading Scientific K no w ledge.

- This is the Communist organization

that promotes atheistic propaganda.
The museum reportedly will be-

come a cénter for propagating athe-

ism throughout the Soviet Zone.

Virginia Religious Spokesmen Oppose Private School Plan

Richmond. Va. (RNS) — Spokesmen for religious
groups opposcd a legislative proposal that public grants

“This thing is not right,” he declared.

of the six topics considered during
the meeting.

“The groups that considered the
question whether non-public schools
have sufficient revenue to meet
present and anticipated needs,” it
said, “agreed that the non-public
schools were probably having
financial difficultics meeting their
neceds.

“While the participants recognized
the rights of parents to educate
their children in non-public schools,
in accordance with American tradi-
tion, a large majority of the partic-
ipants did not favor the use of tax
funds for support of non-public
educational institutions.

“A small number of participants
discussed the matter of health and
welfare benefits to pupils of non-
public schools. Among these partic-
ipants there was considerable senti-
ment that such services should not
be denied these pupils.

“As means for increasing support
of non-public schools, private and
corporate gifts and grants and
tuition fees were suggested.”

The Conference noted that “the
costs of education have risen be-
cause of the increased cost for labor
and materials, inflationary pres-
sures, growing population, and the
improvement of school programs.”

The delegates said they thought
the problem of financing education
was not one of “lack of capacity”
on the part of the American econ-
omy, but of “national determination
to apply enough of our resources
to do the job.”

“The destiny of our children and
our free society demands that we
use more of our wealth for educa-
tion,” the reported declared.

Ask Churches Press
Government To Release
Surplus Grains

Omaha, Neb.—(RNS)—The Gen-
eral Board of the National Council
of Churches adopted a resolution
here urging member churches to
press the Department of Agriculture
to release surplus grain for overseas
needy.

The resolution said efforts by
Church World Service, the Coun-
cil’s relief arm, to get surplus wheat
and corn released had been unsuc-

cessful,

Earlier, the Rev. Norris Wilson,
executive director of CWS, told the
board that “there was no substantial
excuse for this situation. We have’
received a long line of excuses but
we think these arguments are
specious.”

“I say,” he continued, “let’s have
a hue and cry at their backs be-
cause they have not released these
surplus commodities.”

The board’s resolution pointed out
that the U. S. Commodity Credit
Corporation holds seven and one-
half billion dollars worth of surplus
commodities on which the storage
charges amount to more than $1,-
000,000 daily.

o . - [ Mrs. A. J. E.
be given to children attending non-sectarian private of United Church

schools as a means of avcrtin.;._r compu]sor_y integration. eng
They testified at a hearing on a blll.calling for of

a statewide referendum on whether thg Virginia con-
stitution should be amended to lggahzg the use of
public funds to educate children in private schools.
A special session of the legislature was called to
vote on the referendum measure recomm.ended by a
commission of which Sen. Garland Gray is chairman,
The Rev. Harvey Jonqson of ‘Pgrtsmouth, repre-
sentative of three mlmster}al associations, charged that
the authors of the cgmm;ssop report .had not sought fere
“the counsel of Ged.” He sald'that circumvention of of al
the Supreme Court doseg'r’egatxon decision could re- all segments of the state’s population. The Rev.
sult in “legal delinguency” and might open the way J. W. Reynolds Jr. said he suspects, on the basis of
> through gran}s to ;.)nvz.ate schools—for sanctions and what he knows about the commissi ’ 1 that privat
restrictions against minority groups other than Negroes. °h pian, that private

school grants might “favor the privileged classes.”

Davis of the Arlington (Va.) Council
Women opposed the proposed refer-
um on the ground that it is “not in the spirit
ot an orderly end to segregation.” She also said it
boses serious threats to the whole fabric of the public
school system.”

,TWO clergymen representing the Roanoke Minis-
ters’ Conference, who reported that group as firmly
opposed to the proposal, questioned the qualifications
of Sen, Gray’s commission to speak for the whole
body of Virginians,

The Rey. Clifton C. McCoy said that Roanoke con-
nce believes the commission is not representative
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A Page For The CHILDREN

ANNIE YWINBURNE, Kditer
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“"BAXA' WAS CHOSEN

By John Cates

NCE upon a time many years
apo they tell us, a smatlh
donkey lived near the vil-

lagre of Nazareth in Pales-
tine, He was sturdy and strong and
patient, but he knew that prople
laurhed at his ong cars, his rough
shagey coat and longs and tufty tail.
He knew he wasn't handsome or
admired, althouph cverybody  was
glad to make use of him, and pile
his pack high with bundles and
bales.

He was called “Baxa,” and on that
first Christmas nipht, nearly two
thousand years ago, he felt there
were strange things happening on
carth and in the sky. Now, even if he
were very humble and modest, he
had a lot of pood scnse inside his
glow dull brain. That night out on
the loncly hillside he heard queer
rustlings and murmurings, and fun-
ny little thrills made his tough hide
cringle and shiver. He pricked up
his cars and pushed on towards the
sounds, curious to lknow why all
the dumb creatures of field and
wilderness were pgathered together
in the dark, and what made the
air feel o strange and  exciting.
Presently he stood on the edge of
the animal crowd. Nobody spoke to
him or heeded his presence. He was
of no account, and yct in spite of
that he felt very cager and happy.

Suddenly, as he waited, he heard
a sweet, clecar voice that scemed to
come from a long way off, and it
charmed him—it was so lovely and
distinct. Then his little heart began
to thump, for it was the Archangel
Michacl telling all the dumb animals
of God about the birth of a divine
Child in Bethlehem, and how they
would all serve this royal King in
the future. When he ceased speak-
ing the dogs and leopards, the oxen
and lions. camels and elephants
stood in silent wonder. Baxa felt so
uplifted and joxful and amazed that
he was almost afraid to breathe. The
old dromedary from Jecrusalem was
so terribly still Baxa felt he cculd
hear him think. The lion didn't
switch his tail a hair’s breadth, and
the elephant kept his trunk as quiet
and still as a post. There was a long
hushed silence before the Angel be-
gan to speak again, and said:

“Now, this Baby from Heaven
born in Bethlehem must very soon

go on the first of three great journ-

cvs, and one of you animals will
have the great glory of carrying
him on His travels.”

Baxa glanced at the kingly lion,
and the swift-footed camel, and the
stately elephant, and the sure-tread-
ing, big-muscled oz, and wished
that he, too—rough little Baxa—
Lad some mighty gift so he could at
least be considered.

“l am the most ,powerful biast
God has made,” said the elephant
with lordly sureness. “I will have
to be the one.”

But the lion tossed his tawny
head, and said: “I'm the king of
all the animals. I am the right one
to choose.”

And the camel said, “But I'm the
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swift ship of the desert. All travelers
depend on me.”

Each in turn told of his greatness,
and made his claim, while little
Baxa stood mecekly aside to sce who
would win. His cars dropped a lit-
tle sadly and his tail hung limp and
sorrowful. “I'm too homely and dull
to be looked at,” he thought gently.

And then, when the cager pushers
finished their pleas, Michacl of
Heaven passed right over the crowd
and came to the shaggy donkey
standing all by himeself.

“Why do you not ask for yourself,
Baxa? What do you have to recom-
mend you?”

“Nothing at all,” said he, “I am
the very least of God's creatures. 1
am not worthy of so glorious a task.”

Then, in a clear thrilling voice
like the sound of a trumpet, the
Archangel spoke to the herd of ani-
mals: “Baxa is chosen. Go, Baxa,
wait by the stable necar the lHoly
Family. You are mceck and gentle
and lowly of heart. It is you who
§}1a1] carry the Holy One on all His
journcys.”

And happy little Baxa with his
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A CHILD'S
CIIRISTMAS HYMN

O'cr the fields of Bethlehem
Wintry stars were shining bright;

Little lambs were fast asleep,
Just as I am, crery night.

Then a great light shone around,
Voices came from heaven, too:

All the lambs were so afraid—
I guess I'd be, wouldn’t you?

But the angels only told

Of a strange and lovely thing:
Of a Babe in Bethlehem—

I wish I could hear them sing!

“Fear not! In a manger lies
Christ, the Lord!” the angels say.

This is what dear Christmas means—
Christ was born on Christmas Day.

—Anonymous.

cars f{lapping, and his heart full of
pcace, clop-clopped away, mutter-
ing funny little laughing brays, as
he prepared to wait nearby until
Mary and Joseph and the Child
Jesus were ready to begin  their
flight into Egypt.—Our Dumb Ani-
mals

A CHRISTMAS LULLABY

By Beatrice Shand

All warmly wrapped from Winter's
chill,
A little Baby slumb’ring lies,
Vhile angels with their songs do fill
With heav'nly glory all the skies.
(Hush-a-by, my dearest one,
Sleep, sleep, my little son.j

And shepherds with their woolly
sheep
Come stealing softly to the door.
They see the Baby fast asleep
And wond'ring, kneel upon the
floor.

(There now, my dearest one,
Lullaby, my little son.)
From lands afar come wise men

three
}’.’fzh gifts of gnld and perfumes
rare.
And, in the stable, bend the knee
Before the Babe a-sleeping there.
(Go to sleep, my dearest one,
Hush-a-by, my little son).

Then with the shepherds and the
kings
Let us in adoration kneel,
While every voice with gladness
sings
The love that every heart doth
feel.

(Sleep, sleep, my dearest one,

e ds
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GOD IN NATURE

Winter is here. Many places in
our great country have the ground
already frozen and then covered
with a sparkling white blanket of
snow,

The flowers have gone to sleep,
The birds from their nests have
flown, and the gay-colored leaves
have blown down f{rom the frees,
leaving them standing tall, dark
and naked against a prey sky.

That is, all except the evergreens.
The evergreen trees with their dark
green necedles stand cheerfully giv-
ing shelter to the few birds that
remain with us throughout the
winter.

How thankful we should be that
God so planned the world that we
have some trees that stay green dur-
ing our cold winter months.—The
United Church Observer

JUST FOR FUN

Johnnie was gazing at his baby
brother, who lay squealing and
wailing in his cot.

“Did he come from hcaven?” in-
quired Johnnie.

“Yes dear.”

“No wonder they put him out.”

LI T

One day when a group of Ist-
graders were taking a reading-
rcadiness test, I directed them to
put a circle around the number
which told how many feet there
were in a yard. One 6-ycar-old ask-
ed, “How can we tell how many
{eet there are when don't know how
many people are in the vard?’'—
Rosemary M. Wilson, Instructor

* * *

The family had planned a picnic
for the next day and Bobby was
asked by his mother to sce what
the paper predicted for the weather.

After searching the paper he
said: “Well, they haven’'t decided
vet. It says here, ‘Weather for Wed-
nesday, Unsettled’.”

* * *

First Little Girl: “Has your sisteT
begun takin' music lessons vet?”

Second Little Girl: “She's takin
somethin’ on th’ piano, but I can’t
tell yvet whether it's music or t¥pe
writin’.”

» * ]

I told the small boy in my office
that I wanted to take an X-ray
picture of his chest. He started to
shrick as 1 led him toward the
machine.

“But it's only a picture,” I re-
assured him.

“Yeah,” he blubbered “But I

want it on a pony.” — Walter S.
Feldman, Medical Economics.
* * *

A Post Office counter clerk was
giving an inquirer detailed instruc-
tions about getting to a certain
street when another member of the
public impatiently butted in. “All
you need do,” said she, “is to get
a number 73 bus outside here. It
will take vou right to that street.”

“Thank you, ma'am,” came the
reply, “but I can’t get my truck on

Lullably, my little son).—In Ex.a number 73 bus.”
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WOMAN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE =

WESLEYAN SERVICE GUILD

CENTRAIL CIIURCH,
FAYETTEVILLE, HOLDS
PROGRAM MEETING

The Woman's Society of Christian
Service, Central Mcethodist Chureh,
Favetteville, held its business and
propram-meeting in Wesley Hall on
December 4, at 10:30 a. m., followed
by a luncheon in charge of
Cireles No. 5 and 6, with Mrs, C. A.
Stump and Mrs. S. E. Trotter, chair-
men.

Mrs. Alfred Hathcock presided
for the meeting which was openced
with the group singing “Come All
Ye Faithful,” led by Mrs. T. C.
Hocring and accompanied by Mrs,
Jerome McRoy at the piano.

Mrs. Hatheock read from Luke I,
stressing the joyousness of Christ-
mas, closing with prayer.

Reports from all officers included
an announcement of the completion
of the fourth studv of the year on
“Indian Americans”, and the new
study on “Christianity In a Revolu-
tionary World,” to be held each
Sunday night during January.

Followings announcement of the
district W.S.C.S. mceting to be held
in Central Church, January 16, cir-
cle chairmen gave reports showing
an increase in membership.

Mrs. W. M. Field, program chair-
man, prepared the worship center,
the Nativity Scene with snow and
lighted candles. Mrs. Mearl McKin-
ney, Mrs. Hoering and Mrs. L. O.
Graham sang two Christmas num-
bers, “Bethlehem” and “Silent
Night”, which were followed by a
story, “Dear Santa”, related by Mrs.
Harold Clinehens. The program was
concluded with prayer by DMrs.
Field.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Opelousas Weslevan Service
Guild sponsored the annual Friend-
ship Night supper on November 18,
at the Masonic Temple, with 100
women from the Baptist, Women'’s
Missionary Union, the Jewish Sis-
terhood, the Episcopal Altar Guild,
the Episcopal Auxiliary, the Chris-
t{an Science, and the Woman’s So-
clety of Christian Service as guests.
.Judge Fannie Burch, of Amite, the
first and only woman district judge,
spoke on “The Church Woman and
Her Political Responsibility,” with
a challenge to all who had God in
lh_eir hearts to overcome corruption
Wwith righteousness, using the vote
f9r people of character and prin-
ciple,

Mrs. Hazel Golson, president, wel-
comed the guests. Mrs. J. W. Low
of the Presbyterian church gave the
Invocation; Mrs. J. R. Brown of the
?aptist church gave the devotional;
Miss Genevieve Gordon of the Epis-
copal Church and Mrs. Herschell
McLeod of the Methodist Church
brovided the music, and Mrs. Julian
Kurtz of the Temple Emanuel pro-
Nounced the benediction.

i Feeling the need for a firmer spir-
itual foundation for their lives, the
Women of St. Bernard Methodist
Church, Chalmette, have begun a
Monthly Prayer Group. The group
Meets the first Friday of each month
at 9:30 a. m. A baby-sitter is pro-
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* Atkins, Mrs. T. M.
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vided and women
churches are invited.

Althouph the period is only one-
half hour long, the service is eare-
fully planned, with a Call to Wor-
ship, Hymn, a few thoughts personal
or otherwise by the leader, individ-
ual prayers, a poem or solo perti-
nent to the theme with praver at the
altar endings the service,

The group so far is small—never
more than 12--bnt the fecling is
that this is filling o need in the
lives of those attending and  that
certainly “more is wrought hy pray-
er than this world dreams of.” The
FeHowship of Intercession has 21
active members and  this too  is
strengthening: those who participate,
Mrs. John Weese, Spiritual - Life
Chairman for the Woman's Socicty
for Christian Service, s in chargpe
of this program.

from other

Members of the Woman's Society
of Christian Service and the Wes-
levan Service Guild held a joint
meeting at Cotton Plant November
10. A potluck supper was served,
with the pastor, Rev. A, W, Harris,
giving the Invocation,

Mrs. C. M. McGowan, study lead-
er, introduced the jpuest speaker,
Miss Sue Anna Yarbroupgh, who re-
viewed the book “Within Two
Worlds.” Music was given by Mrs,
Paul Parnell.

The Woman'’s Society and the
Guild of the Rose City Church,
North Little Rock, has completed its
study on Indian Americans, Novem-
ber 17, which was taught by Mrs.
Robert Simpson. There were cight
members of the class who received
credit.

In observance of the fifteenth
vear of the Woman’s Socicty of
Christian Service of the Rushing
Memorial Methodist Church  of
Chidester, the charter members
were honored at the program meet-
ing held in the home of Mrs. C. J.
Smith on September 12th.

The President, Mrs. Carl Dickin-
son, presided during the business.
Mrs. Edward Atking, the Program
leader welcomed the charter mem-
bers present and read the names of
those who signed fifteen years ago
and read the names of the afficers
elected. Mrs. Atkins gave a talk on
the theme of the new vear for the
Woman’s Society of Christian Serv-
ice. Mrs. Gerald Fincher read the
Scripture and Mrs. Leonard Bus-
sell, a granddaughter and daughter
of Charter members, gave a talk on
“Paying the Price of Christian Dis-
cipleship”.

Mrs. W. E. Rushing of Camden,
first President of the Society, talked
of the earlier years. The other char-
ter members present were AIrs. Rob-
ert Burns of Camden, Mrs. R. B.
Benton, Mrs.
Susie Purifoy, Mrs. W. W, Taylor,
Mrs. W. C. Stinnett, and Mrs. Ross
Nabors.

During the social hour, lovely re-
freshments were served by Mrs.
Smith and co-hostesses, Mrs. Roy
Holleman and Mrs. Connie Sweat-
man to the members and guest, Mrs.
Hugh Anderson,

WITH THE DISTRICTS
Paragould

The Tarvapould  district meeting
for the Woman's Society of Chris-
tian Scrvice was held in First Meth-
odist church, Rector, Tuesday Now,
1H with 88 in attendance represent-
ing twenty societies,

Phillippians 3:13-14
theme for the program,

Mrs. Mabel Pope, distriet presi-
dent, called the meeting to order.

Mrao Lalliin Lvneh of  Rector
First church welcomed  the ladies
and Mrso Lee Ward of Paragould
responded,

The worship period was led by
the host pastor the Rev. James
Chandler  who  uied  the  theme
“Great is Thy Faith.”

Mrs. Pope prezided over the bus-
iness session,

Mri. . AL Poe presented the dis-
trict officers who briefly dizcussed
their lines of work,

In response to roll eall each loeal
president gruive a report of the work
of her rociety,

The Rector ladies served a deli-
cious  luncheon  after swhich Mra,
Pope chowed slides of her aummer
in BKurope and the Far Fast,

Openingr the afternoon ceasion in
the sanctuary, Dana MeBride sang
two children's zongs.

A table with fifteen candles illus-
trating growth from 1940-1955 cir-
chingg our trinnyular emblem was
the center for the afternoon zervice.

Mrs. Poc presiding led in a Lit-
any of Thanksgiving, The candles
were lighted by Mrs. Meizer repre-
senting the past, Mrs.o Hutto repre-
senting the present and Mrs, Mentz
representing the future, each giving
an appropriate meditation.

Mrz. S. B. Wilford clozed the pro-
gram for the dav with a talk on
“How old are You?' which was
thought provoking as to what our
spiritual ape really is.—Mrz. John
Bledsne, Recording Secretary.

was the

Little Rock

The Semi-annual Board meeting
of the Little Rock District Society
was held in First Church. Little
Rock. November 11, with Mrs. Joe
L. Simpson, president. presidifig. In
addition to the district officers at-
tending were Mrs. Earl D. Cotton,
Jurisdiction secretary, Christian So-
cial Relations, Mrs. J. R. Henderson,
conference president, and other con-
ference officers; Mesdames W. H.
Brown, George Mever, S. C. Jochn-
=on, and Henry Stevenson.

Reports were given and recom-
mendations suggested by Mezdames
E. C. Farabee, Guyv Cazort, C. X.
Wilkerson, M. O. Bettis, Barton Lee,
E. M. Eiferd, C. C. Arnold, J. Gordon
Wilson, Raymond Pelion, Roland
Shelton, J. L. Hughes, Fred Arnold
and Ashley Ross.

Mesdeames W. L. Shepherd and
James Thomas showed progress in
the Little Rock District in compari-
son to the quadrennium reports.
Emphasis was placed on 1009 or-
ganization as a district. Each society
will be visited by a district officer
before the end of the quadrennium.

Mrs. Wilson gave the devotional
on thoughts from ‘“Declaring the
Glory” and “America’s Spiritual Re-
covery.”

MRS, LANDRUM TO LEAD
GUILD STUDY
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MRS, W, B LANDRUNM

Mrs, W B Landrum, fwld work-
er for the Woman's Divicion of the
Board of Missions of the AMethodint
Church, wall teach the course, “An
Intreduction to Five Spirttual Clas-
sies, at the First Methodist Church,
Iattle Rock, on Thurwday evemnygr,
December  29; Tuerday evening,
January 3; Monday evening, Janu-
ary 23, and Friday evening, January
27.

The courze is sponzored by Wen-
tevan Serviee Guild, No. 1, of the
church and iz under the direction
of Mzt Alice Henderzon, Musionary
Education and Service secretary of
the Guild,

The Woman's Socict+ of Chriz-
tian Service of First Church and
the Guilds of the Lattle Rock Dis-
trict have been mvited to participate
n the course.

All recziens will follove a dmner
meeting at 6:00 o'clock.

MONTICIELLO COMPLETES
STUDY ON INDIAN
AMERICANS

Service of the Firzst NMethodist
Church of Manticello has juszt com-
pieted its course of siudy “Indian
Americans” with great success. The

sessions were arranged o conform
were

with the requirements and
amplified to prcduce the greates
interest and infermation po
There were several dispia:

Indian materials and artifaciz which
adcded to the general interczt and
brought to mind the pri ive na-
ture and cuiture of the Indiznz

and other i
which focused the
sharply cn the
made 1t a live

At the clcse

t
alieniion very

€T
celnn 4 atdine awg
ug;edy malier and

was a potiuck sugpper for the mem-
bership of the WECS an
and a colored movie a
Spirit of the Plains”. The atlend-
ance for ail of the study sessi
and the potluck supper were ex-
cellent and a cumulative total of
more than 500 perzons enjorved this
program of DMissionary endeavor.
Credit for the organization and
presentation of this study is given
to Mrs. J. H. Huichinson and her
assistants.—Reporter

Page Eleven
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IIE MARKED TREE METHODIST CHURCH

has instatled a new Conn organ, sponsored

by the Woman'’s Society of Christian Service and

the Wesleyan Service Guild. Rev. H. J. Couch-
man is pastor.

NIIE FILM, “A Boy and His Bible”, was shown
Vl at the Hupghes Methodist Church on Sunday
evening, December 11, as a part of the ob-
servance of Universal Bible Sunday. Rev. Elmus
Brown is pastor.

EV. IIAROLD EGGENSPERGER, pastor of
N the First Methodist Church of Blytheville,
was elected president of the Ministerial Alli-
ance of Blytheville at the recent meeting of the
Alliance.

EV. AND MRS. CARL WILLIAMSON an-
W nounce the birth of a daughter, Brendp
Athena, on November 19. Mr. Williamson 1s
pastor of the McRae Methodist Church and a
student at Hendrix College.

HAPLAIN LEROY HENRY, stationed at
C Kirkland Air Force Base, New Mexico, has
been promoted to the rank of major in the Air
Force. Chaplain Henry formerly held pastorates
at Jacksonville, Marmaduke, Gainsville and
Winslow.

EV. E. H. HOOK, superintendent of the West-

X ern Methodist Assembly at Fayectteville, was

the guest preacher at the Goddard Memorial

Methodist. Church, Ft. Smith, on Sunday morn-

ing, November 27. Brother Hook is a former
pastor of the church,

R/[R. AND MRS. A. J. THOMPSON, of Conway,

1 celebrated their 71st wedding anniversary-

on Saturday, December 3, with a family dinner
at their home in Conway. Mr. and Mrs, Thomp-
son are members of the First Methodist Church
of Conway.

JEV. J. T. BYRD, pastor at Harrisburg, con-
\ ducted a revival meeting at the Bono Meth-
odist Church, November 20 through November
27, with good attendance, according to report.
Two were received into the church on profession
of faith. Rev. M. J. Pollard is pastor at Bono.

EV. DAVID M. HANKINS, JR., pastor of St.
"\ Luke’s Methodist Church, Little Rock,
preached the sermon at the union Thanksgiving
service of the Methodist Churches of Little Rock
which was held this year at Pulaski Heights
Methodist Church at 10:00 o’clock on Thanks-
giving morning.

LLEN BERRY, member of Winfield Meth-
odist Church, Little Rock, and manager of
the Memorial Stadium in Little Rock, spoke at
the meeting of the Men’s Club of the First Meth-
odist Church of Batesville on Thursday evening,
December 8. Dr. Robert Andrew Craig is pres-
ident of the organization. .

OBERT M. GANNAWAY, general agent for

Provident Life Insurance Co. was the guest
speaker at the meeting of the Methodist Men of
Gardner Memorial Methodist Church, North Lit-
tle Rock, on Tuesday, December 13. Mr. Ganna-
way is a member of the First Methodist Church
of Little Rock.

R. W. NEILL HART, district superintendent

of the Camden District, will be the speaker
at the meeting of the Methodist Men of the
Jackson Street Methodist Church, Magnolia, on
Thursday evening, December 15. Dr. Hart will
speak on “Home and Family Life.” Mrs. Hart
will be a guest of the meeting.

SCAR ESCAMILLA of Sabinas Hidalgo, N. L,
Mexico, who spent a summer at Camp
Aldersgate and is well-known to the young peo-
ple of the Little Rock Conference, is one of eight
students at Jowa Wesleyan College, Mount Pleas-
ant, Iowa, who has been selected to be included
in “Who’s Who in American Colleges and Uni-
versities.” All eight have distinguished scholastic
records. Escamilla will go to seminary in prep-
aration for the Methodist ministry. He is a mem-

Pago Twelve

ber of Lambda Chi Alpha, and has been a popu-
lar speaker throughout the middlewest to church
youth groups.

UNERAL SERVICES for Mrs. C. R. Nance,
f wife of the Kibler-Bethel pastor, were held
on Saturday, December 3, at the Kibler Meth-
odist Church by Dr. W. Henry Goodloe, district
superintendent of the Fort Smith District. Be-
sides her husband, Mrs. Nance is also survived by
two sons, Eugene Nance of Evansville, Ind., and
Harlan Nance of New lberia, La.; two daughters,
Mrs. Audrey Martin of Webb City and Mrs. L.
E. Fowler of New Iberia; two sisters, Mrs. Frank
Schoeppe of Cavanaugh and Mrs. H. H. Tramecll
of Muskogee, Okla., and a half-sister, Mrs. Lur-
etta Boswell of Ninnckah, Okla.

WO YOUTH SERVICES were held on the

Wheatley Charge where Revs. Lee and Ella
Anderson were assisting their son, Rev. Gail
Anderson, pastor of the Moro and Salem Church-
es, in a two-weeks' campaign for the churches.
Rev. Ella Anderson spoke at the Moro service on
November 19, using as her subject “Sleeping
While Christ Suffers.”” Four young people were
received into the church on profession of faith
and baptism. Mrs. Anderson also spoke at Salem,
using the subject, “Reasons for Tollowing
Christ”. Three were converted here and united
with the church. Twenty-three other youths
made re-dedications at the altar.

OLAND M. SHELTON, Little Rock Confer-
X ence lay leader, spoke at the meeting of the
Methodist Men of the Keo Methodist Church on
Monday evening, November 14, when the charter
was presented and installation of officers- was
held. Following are the officers: A. C. Cobb,
president; Morris Flynn, vice-president; L. D.
Morris, secretary-treasurer, and Ralph C. Jack-
son, publicity chairman. Twenty charter mem-
bers, their wives and guests were present. Special
music was presented by the Keo DMethodist
Church choir, under the direction of B. K. Leake.
Miss Nellie Flynn was soloist. Refreshments were
served in the fellowship hall following the serv-
ice.

EV. JOHN L. CANNON, JR,, age 47, pastor of
the Greggton, Texas, Methodist Church, died
Friday, November 11, at Jacksonville, Texas.
Mr. Cannon was the son of the late Dr. John L.
Cannon, long-time member of the Little Rock
Conference. He was born at Benton and was
married to Miss Ora Mae Pearson of Little Rock
who survives him. Other survivors are a son,
John L. Cannon III; a daughter, Margaret Lynn
Cannon; two sisters, Miss Evelyn Cannon of Hot
Springs and Mrs. A. W. Brooks of DeQueen.
Funeral services were held at 3:00 p. m. on Sun-
day at Greggton, and graveside services were
held at 11:00 a. m. on Monday at Oakland Ceme-
tery in Little Rock by Rev. Mouzon Bass, district
superintendent of*the Longview District.

R. THEODORE F. ADAMS of Richmond, Vir-

ginia, president of the Baptist World Alli-
ance, administered communion to Russian wor-
shippers at a \Moscow Baptist church during a
recent visit to Russia. It vas believed to be the
first time that an American Protestant clergy-
man has officiated at a communion service for
Baptist Russians in the Soviet Unicn. Some 2,500
persons packed the church which has a congre-
gation of approximately 5,000 but can accommo-
date only half that number at one time. Dr.
Adams, pastor of the First Baptist Church in
Richmond, arrived in Joscow with Dr. Arnold
T. Ohrn, who is general secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance. The other members of the group
were Dr. C. Varney Hargroves, Philadelphia, and
Dr. J. H. Jackson, Chicago. They visited Kiev,
Odessa, Yalta and the Volga River area, con-
tacting Baptist groups and preaching in some
churches.

HISTORY OF METHODISM WANTED

Rev. Roland E. Darrow, pastor of the First
Methodist Church of Monticello, would like to
secure a copy of “History of dethodism in Ark-
ansas” by Horace Jewell. He may be reached at
Monticello.

WORLD SERVICE SIIOWS GAIN
IN SIX-MONTHS' REPORT

At the half-way point in the fiscal year, re-
ceipts for Methodist World Service were up 5.91
per cent over a similar period last year.

A six-month report issued Dec. 6 by the
Council on World Service and Finance in Chi-
cago showed gains in all funds with the single
exception of the Week of Dedication,

November reccipts for World Service were
$762,709.63. This brought the total giving for
the half-ycar period from June through Novem-
ber up to $3,589,336.52—an incrcase of 5.91 per
cent over the six-month total of $3,389,137.68 in
1954. Apportionment for the year is $9,669,000.

“A self-centered church never has and never
will fulfill the Christian mission,” the Rev. Dr.
Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer of the Council, said
in commenting on the gains.

Other benevolences funds totals for the
June-November period and the comparison with
the same six months a year ago follow:

World Service Specials, $39,672.33—a gain
of 9.8 per cent.

General Advance Specials, $1,681,412.20—a
2.93 per cent gain.

Week of Dedication, $77,652.89—a loss of 8.47
per-cent.

Fellowship of Suffering and Service, $385,
552.55—a 7.19 per cent gain.

Methodist TV Ministry, $65,652.54—a 29.85
per cent gain.

Bishops’ Appeal for Korea, $11,714.22—(no
comparison).

Administrative funds showed six-month
totals as follows:

Episcopal Fund, $499,958.75—a gain of 5.27
per cent.

General Administration, $141,321.05—a gain
of 2.77 per cent. :

Interdenominational Co-operation Fund,
$118,996.73—a 6.32 per cent gain.

BISHOP MARTIN ATTENDS
NATIONAL CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Nashville, Tenn. — Bishop Paul E. Martin,
Little Rock, is vice chairman of the Methodist
Church’s national curriculum committee which is
holding its annual meceting here December 12-
15.

The 116-member committee is planning Bi-
ble lessons and general educational materials
for Sunday classes and weekday meetings of all
age groups in the 6,811,000 membership of 37,-
798 Methodist church schools across the country.

Editors and other staff members of the
Methodist Board of Education, which has its
headquarters here, met with the committee.

Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, Pittsburgh, Pa, is
chairman of the committee and the Rev. Walter
N. Vernon, Jr., Nashville, is secretary.

The Rev. Henry M. Bullock of Nashville,
editor of Methodist church school publications,
reported on the 31 monthly and quarterly peri-
odicals and the 34 undated publications which
comprise study and guidance materials of the
curriculum. The religious literature has a cir-
culation of more than 6,000,000 copies per quar-
ter.

NATIONAL MISSION TOUR,
FEBRUARY

A “Methodist National Mission Tour” to
Puerto Rico, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic
is being planned for February 14 to 24, 1956. The
tour is being sponsored by the Division of Na-
tional Missions and by the Joint Section of Edu-
cation and Cultivation (Board of Missions, Meth-
odist Church). Dr. Walter J. Leppert will lead
the party in the visit to mission stations and

- missionaries. It is expected that the party will

consist of about 30 persons—most of them pas-
tors, pastors’ wives, and leaders in the local
units of the Woman’s Society of Christian Serv-
ice.

Interested pastors and laymen should write
Dr. Leppert, 150 Fifth Ave. New York 11, N. Y,
for reservations and further information. Women
interested in the tour should write Dr. Dorcas
Hall, at the same address.
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Saw

A Fumblo

Recovered )
Rav. R. A. Taster

by the player who muade it. And
then he went on playving the pame
harder than before, He carricd the
ball again and apain, and did eredit
to himself and his team. Althouph
hurt a couple of times he wtaved
the game to the end and bocame the
spearhead of victory.

“Carrying the ball” is our foothall
slang  for bearing  re;ponability,
pushing hard for a caue. O courue
they didn’t have football in the dayvs
of Simon Peter, but he was carry-
ing the ball just the came in that
night game in the courtyvard of the
temple. It was the firdd play i the
game of witnessingg for Christ and
Peter fumbled. A little pirl, one of
the cheer leaders for Annas ond
Caiaphas, causced him to do 1t. But
he recovered. Not right then of
course, for this pame wa:n't plaved
in fiftcen minute quarters, but rath-
er in terms of three score years and
ten for the first halfl and cternnty
for the sccond. So, Pcter recovered
before the game was very lar along
and finished it in a blaze of victory,

Now every one of us has fum-
bled somewhere in the ame of hife,
One of the devil’s cheer leaders
scared us and we dropped the ball
No use denying what 15 £o obviou:ly
true. But what have we done about
recovering the fumble? That is the
vital point. Fumbled did you. drop-
ped the ball? Well, pick it up and
strong,

To Build

At a special Church Conference
held after ‘he cvening service on
Sunday, December 4, unanimous ap-
proval was given by the members
of the Madison Methedist Church on
a resolution calling for the con-
struction of a building “suitable for
Christian worship and instruction.”
Rev. Otto Teague, Supcrintendent
of the Forrest City Distz‘ict.)):‘c::a%d
at the meeting and gave his hearty
endorsement of the propnsed ac-
tion. The resolution stated 1}}“11 ﬂ?g
building should not exceeed ..A\,lQ‘,(suO
in cost, not including furz}:sln‘na;:
and that it meet the nceds or at
least 50 perszons. .

Two committecs \':ereimfuo;lzgd
by the special session to bEgin unc-
tioning immediately. ) "‘.r‘f. »MG. Rf.
Vardaman was named chairman o
a finance committee xj.'l::ch W 1.1~1 be
responsible for securing f"\f}}(l:rx?
cash and pledges.‘Sermng * ith '”,r.f\‘
Vardaman on this comn}:ttee ”¢;Ae
Louis Jones, Grady Coox, ‘Pe;ton
Coats, and Mrs. Opal Tg,\ {or. A
building committee is 1O f:ec'.df.: on
specifications and see thah‘ ';r. or:: 1?
begun as soon as possible. Members
of this committee are J. 1‘3 dQOS}lz,
Vernon Coats, Glenn Shaddock,
Harry Herbert, DMrs. Louu: Jones,
and Mrs. H. L. Coats. Caruth Linn,
Chairman of the Official Board, and
James T. Clemons, minister, are cx-
officio members of bOth.CQmmlttees_
—James T. Clemons, Minister
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Batesville Pistrict Conference Meets

At C

The Batesville Distriet Conference

met at the Methodist  Chureh  in
Cotter, Monday, December 5, 1955,
the Reverend Richard K. Connell,

Distriet Superintendent, presiding.

The =ernion opened at 10:00 a0 m.
with the singime of a hymn, The
prayver wias led by Rev, Neil Storey.
Heve Robert 13 Howerton, pastor of
the hoot chureh, pave the devotional,

Gerald Hammett of Newark was
clected  Sceretary. Mr.  Wright,
Church  School  Superintendent  of
the Cotter Chureh, extended “Words
of Welcome.”

Dr, Ira A, Brumley and the mem-
bers of Tns Distriet Bducational Staft
pave the report on the work of
Christian Fdueation,  Mrs, M. L.
Kavlor of Yellville presented  the
program  of the Children’s work.
Rev. Pryvor R. Cruce reported on
Youth Work., Mr. Charles Mabry
presented the work of adults in the
District,

Hendrix Collepe was represented
by Dr. C. M. Reves,

Br. Connor Morchead reported on
the Mecthodist Children’s Ilome in
Lattle Rock.

Rev. Neil Storey grave his report
on the worlk of the Town and Coun-
try Commizsion.

Reve Theron MeKisceon, pastor at
Swifton-Alieia, lifted up the work
of the Methodist Hospital. Chaplain
O'Donnell of Mcethodist Hospital told
the conference that the actual con-
struction of the new buildings would
bepsin scon.,

The morning message was given
h.j; Rev, Van w, Harrell, pastor of
Iirst Methodist Church, Newport.

Lunch was scerved in the basement
of the church by the members of
the: Woman's Socicty of Christian
Service,

Malvern First Church
Host To Children’s
Home

The membership  of  the First
Meothodist Church, Malvern, was
hoszt to the Methodist  Children’s

Home community on Sunday, De-
cember 11, according to Rev. Rufus
Sorrells, pastor, Dr. and Mrs. Con-
nor Alorchead, the housemothers
and 2all the children of the home but
two made the trip in 12 Malvern

automobiles arriving in Malvern in
H £
time for the Sunday  School

fime : and
«s0rning Worship Service
At the conclus

: ion of the morning
service the child

¢ ren were invited in
Eroups of from one to 4 to the vari-
ous hom

h N
SIID

e of the church member-
for the noon meal.
reazsembled
church
by the

The group
at 3:00 p. m. at the
and returneq to Little Rock
automobile caravan.

several vears the
Methodist Church
more than $1,000
;\Iethodist Children’
Ing to Rev. My, So
Vern church hag f
E]orr:ngf Inviting the Methodist Chijl-
v;jrn S Home Community to Mal-
n, continued My, Sorrells, “And
our pegple thoroughly enjoy ilavin
the children in their homes. Ou%

members look £
- orward
this eXperience.s each year to

ror Malvern

has  averaged
in gifts to the
s Home, accord-
rrells. “The Mal-
ollowed this cyus-

oiter

port of the work of Lay Activities
was given by Jared Trevathan of
Batesville,

Dr. Paul Bumpers of Clarksville
presented the cause of Evangelism
in the North Arkansas Conference.

The Arkansas Mcthodist was rep-
resented by Dr. E. T. Wayland, one
of the editors.

A report on the work of Missions
was given by Dr. Charles Casteel of
Calico Rock. Rev. Lloyd Conyers,
pastor  PFirst  Church  Batesville,
spoke to the report on missions.

Mrs. Nels Barnett, District Pres-
ident of the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service, gave a very in-
formative and inspiring report on
the work of this group in the dis-
trict,

Rev. Robert Howerton and Dr.
Charles  Casteel  presented  Mrs.
Richard E. Connell, wife of the Dis-
trict Superintendent to the confer-
ence.

Dr. Golder Lawrence, pastor of
the Methodist Church in Tuckerman
invited the District Conference to
his church next year.,

Rev. J. M. Barnett, pastor of the
Central Avenue Methodist Church
in Batesville, preached an inspiring
sermon at the close of the Confer-
ence.—Gerald D. Hammett, Secre-
tary

Revival Meeting At
Bethel

Rev. Brady Cook and Miss Irene
Cook closed a revival meeting at
Bethel Methodist Church, Conway

Cabot Methodists To
Have New Sanctuary

The members of the Cabot Meth-
odist Church are enjoying an op-
portunity and a privilege during
these days. The church, with 108
families, is engaged in a Building
Fund Campaign to finance the
building of a new House of Worship.
The initial organizational meetings
and the first few pledges of the
campaign indicate that the challenge
goal of $40,000.00 will be attained.

Rev. John Workman, pastor of the
church, announced that Mr. J. D.
Wood has been named General
Chairman with other campaign
leadership to be announced within
the next few days.

The campaign is under the direc-
tion of Campaign Associates, Inc.,
of Kansas City, Mo. Thd active cam-
paign will close December 16th.

District, Sunday night, December

4th.

They brought the consciousness of
the Lord to us in a wonderful way.
No one need hesitate about having
them in church or community where
a spiritual revival is needed. We
have had a wonderful week at
Bethel.

The Bethel church is having a
Bible Study group led by Orvill
Hutchens, Superintendent of Sun-
day School. The group met in the
home of Mrs. Joe Hogan. There
through prayer, fellowship and
study the group was prepared for
larger service.—Mrs. O. R. Blucker,
Reporter

Keith Memorial Entertains Arkadelphia
District Conference '

The Arkadelphia District Confer-
ence met Thursday, December 1, at
Keith Memorial Church in Malvern,
with Rev. T. T, McNeal, presiding.
Rev. Irl Lancaster was host pastor.

The composite report for the Dis-
trict showed more than 300 received
into the church at mid-year, with
nearly every charge paid up for
one-half year on all items,

During the conference, four men
were licensed to preach. They were:
Bobby Dale Orr, Coleman AKin,
George Leslie, and Darrell Van
Smith,

The following persons spoke on
behalf of Conference causes and in-
terests: Rev. Ewing Wayland, The
Arkansas Methoedist: Dr. Roy Faw-
cett, Board of Christian Education;
Dr. Connor Morehead, The Meth-

cdist Children’s Home; and E.
W. Martin, Hendrix College.

Miss Polly Lassiter reported on
Rural Work in the District. The
anference expressed its appreci-
atlor} to Miss Lassiter for the work
she is doing in bresenting the pro-
gram of the church in all areas of
the District,

.The eleven o’clock hour was spent
with emphasis on the Alaska Col-
lege. Rev. E. D, Galloway brought

' the message. We believe that every

church in the District will partici-

pate in the Advance Speci 1
Alaska College. pecial for the

The next District Conference will
be hgld in Shorewood Hills Church.
—Clint Burleson, Secretary

Request Bishop Martin
Be Reassigned To Area

Whereas, Bishop Paul E. Martin
has given to the Arkansas-Louisi-
ana Area of the Methodist Church
such valuable supervision and able
leadership, making for the phenom-
enal growth and progress of the
Church in this area during the last
three quadrenniums, and

Whereas, Bishop and Mrs. Martin,
by their gracious consideration of
every person and problem, and by
their Christian friendliness have
greatly endeared themselves, not
only to the Pastors but to the Laity
of this Area, and

Whereas, it is the sincere convic-
tion of the members of the Arka-
delphia District Conference that the
greatest effectiveness and largest
success of the Methodist Church in
the Arkansas-Louisiana Area can be
achieved by the continued supervi-
sion and leadership of Bishop Mar-
tin, therefore

Be it resolved, first; that we, the
members of the Arkadelphia Dis-
trict Conference assembled in its
regular Annual Session, this the
first day of December, 1955, attest
our respect, esteem and affection for
both Bishop and Mrs. Martin, and

Be it resolved; second, that we
earnestly request, and prayerfully
petition the Committee on Episcopal
Assignments of the South-Central
Jurisdictional Conference to reas-
sign Bishop Martin to the Arkansas-
Louisiana Area for another quad-
rennium.

Members of the Arkadelphia
District Conference
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METHODIST YOUTH

RECEIVES AWARD
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE

FRED FALKENHEIMER, JR.

Fred Falkenheimer, Jr., son of Mr,
and Mrs. Falkenheimer, of Vidalia,
has been presented a bar by the
Vidalia Methodist Church  School
for 14 years of attendance at Sun-
day School without missing a Sun-
day.

OFFICERS INSTALLED
AT WALLER'S CHAPEL

The new officers of the Wallers’
Chapel Mecthodist Youth Fellowship
were installed on October 23 in an
impressive cand]le-lighting cere-
mony. A Bible, with a candle on
cither side, was placed on the al-
tar. The table was decorated with
a blue cloth with gold fringe and
gold letters, “M.Y.F.”, and a bouquet
of yellow chrysanthemums with five
candles, one for each officer. Each
officer lichted a candle as he was
installed.

The new officers are: President,
Jerry Swan; vice-president, Erma
Maxvwrell; secretary, Dorothy White;
treasurer, Attidence Jenkins; song
leader, Majorie Clark.

Rev. Arthur White, pastor of the
c}?urch, which is on the Crossett
Circuit, took part in the installation.
—Dorothy White, Secretary

WITH THE SUB-DISTRICTS
Tangi-Helena

The Tangi-Helena Sub-District
met recently at the Kentwood Meth-
E)dxst thrch with the Kentwood
.@Y}-‘ giving a program on Thanks-
giving. Seventy-three attended.

The president gave a report on
the Fall Action Project held at Bluff
Creek. It was reported as successful.
To open the day the Tangipahoa
MY_F presented a worship program
entitled “God’s World.” Recreation
was held and lunch was spread to-
gether. Two fine speakers from
L. §. U)s Wesley Foundation
brought messages.

The Kentwood Church provided
reirc§hments for the Sub-District
szeetmg and recreation was enjoy-

The next meeting will be held at
G.rce'nsburg Methodist Church. A
district rally will be held on Jan-
vary 9.—Georgia Garner, Reporter
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LENTEN READING PROJECT
FFOR METHODIST YOUTI

“[ Follow—Christ Above All” s
the title of a new pocket-size book,
designed as a special Lenten read-
ing project of Methodist youth.

Produced by the Youth Depart-
ment of the Methodist Board of
Fducation, Nashville, Tenn,, the 200-
page book was w ritten by Dr.
Charles M. Laymon, editor of church
school publications for adults in
the board’s Editorial Division.

The first printing of 100,000 copies
will go on sale in January at Cokes-
bury book stores and regional
houses of the Methodist Publishing
IHousc.

The book discusses Jesus' carly
tife and home, his ministry and
teachings, and the opposition he
met. As Lenten reading, it is linked
to the theme of the Methodist
churchwide youth emphasis: ‘‘To
help all youth discover the will of
God and live by it

Two_previous books in the Lenten
series were “I Believe,” by the late
Nevin Harner, and “I Belong,” by
the Rev. Hoover Rupert, Jackson,
Mich. Both sold more than 130,-
000 copies.

Bishop John Wesley Lord of Bos-
ton, youth emphasis chairman, wrote
the forewood of “I Follow.” The
book is dedicated to Dr. John Q.
Schisler, who retired recently as
executive secretary of the education
board’s Division of the Local
Church. :

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
WEEK AND CHRISTIAN
ADVENTURE WEEK

From year to year an increasing
number of churches have observed
Youth Activities Week for seniors
and older youth and Christian Ad-
venture Week for intermediates.

The two special occasions are ob-
served for the purpose of offering
opportunities to youth and youth
workers to rally their forces and
enthusiasm.

“We believe these two weeks have

tremendous value and we hope you
will help us to spread the idea,”
says a joint letter from the Rev.
Joseph W. Bell and Mr. Rene F.
Pino to conference directors of
youth work and to directors of in-
termediate work. Mr. Bell is re-
sponsible for the senior program
and MMr. Pino has responsibility for
intermediate work for the Gencral
Board of Education.
_ Plans for promoting these weeks
include a special iszsue (May 1956)
of Roundtable, the magazine for
vouth leaders, to help local groups
plap Youth Activities Week, and a
revised packet for Christian Ad-
venture Week. The packet will in-
troduce the themes for 1956 and will
be available January 1, :

) Many annual conferences are tak-
ing ac}vantage of their conference
gnd.dlstrict vacation church school
mstxt'utes to introduce and interpret
th.e 1@ea of Christian Adventure
Week in addition to (or in the place
pf) a cla_ss for intermediates dur-
Ing vacation church school. The
Youth Department will be glad to

provide sample copies of the packet

for these institutes.

Churches that have not already
done so, are urged to send to the
Youth Department, Methodist Board

Home Missions Seeks 50 Young People

Dictitians, teachers and social
workers are among the personnel
needed for special-term service of
two years in home missions pro-
jects of the Methodist Church in
1956, the Office of Missionary Per-
sonnel of the Board of Missions has
announced.

The missionary personnel office,
which is at 15 Fifth Avenue, New
York 11, N. Y, says 50 special
termers will be needed next year in
schools, hospitals, children’s homes
and social centers. Men and women
who are accepted for special-term
service will work two years in the
United States or three years in its
territories, Alaska, Hawaii and
Puerto Rico.

The openings include jobs as
teachers (from kindergarten through
college), social workers (case and
group), nurses, dietitians, technic-
ians, rural workers and children’s
workers.

The qualifications, as listed by
the missionary personel office, in-
clude a college degree with a good
scholastic record, age between 21
and 28, sound physical and mental
health, “a Christian experience and
a sensitivity to human nced.” Ap-
plicants must be single, the office
adds.

Before beginning their work, the
special-t erm workers receive six
weeks training in the fundamentals
of Christianity, arts and crafts, and

reereation. While in mission service,
they will reccive salary, housing,
medical care and travel expenses.

Persons interested in special-term
home mission service may write to
Miss Alpharetta Leeper at the Of-
fice of Missionary Personnel.

The personnel office has released
this list of openings:

Teaching— Boylan - Haven School
at Jasksonville, Fla.; Navajo Mecth-
odist Mission at Farmington, N. M.;
Holding Institute at Laredo, Tex.;
Robinson School in Puerto Rico.

Social workers—Marcy Center at
Chicago; Neighborhood Center at
Utica, N. Y.; St. Mark’s Community
Center at New Orleans, La.; Rosa
Valdez Settlement at Tampa, Fla.

Medical workers—Seward Gener-
al Hospital at Seward, Alaska,
Bataan Memorial Hospital, Albu-
querque, N. M.; Brewster Hospital
at Jacksonville, Fla.; Freeman Clin-
ic at El Paso, Texas.

Rural workers — Valley Institute
at Pharr, Tex.; The Parish of the
Headwaters in New Hampshire;
Yuma Methodist Mission at Yuma,
Ariz.; Arkansas-Oklahoma Cooper-

‘ative Rural Work.

Children’s workers — Jesse Lee
Home at Seward, Alaska; Frances
DePauw Home at Hollywood, Cal;
The Ethel Harpst Home at Cedar-
town,Ga.; The Peck Home at Polo,
11,

The Youthful Accent

By Hoover Rupert

SIGNALS BY TELEPHONE
AND BINOCULARS

Recently "I watched a football
game from the vantage of the Press
Box. Nearly one hundred thousand
persons had gathered to watch the
fray, and it was about as much fun
watching them as the two gladitori-

al-combat-units on the playing field.
Near me sat a fellow with field
glasses who charted every play of
one of the teams. Between halves of
the game he left, and I was inform-
ed he was taking his charts to the
locker room for the coach’s use in
his between halves’ talks with the
team. My companion and I went up
on the television and photographer’s
deck above the press box to get a
better look and listen for the band
performance between halves. Up
there was a fellow with a telephone.
I learned he was a member of the
coaching staff who spent each game
up there where he could see every-
thing clearly and in perspective. The
telephone served to link him with
the coachs’ bench down below on
the sidelines. Here was a fellow
who had only one purpose, to tell
the coach down below what he could
see from above. At first glance you
would figure the guy on the side-
lines would have the best view. He
is right down there close to where
things are happening. But he needs
the advice of the guy above who
can see the formations, the plays as
they unfold, the strong and weak
spots in defense—and so on. He tells
the man on the sidelines who sends
word to the signal caller on the
field. So, that team was getting

of Education, P. O. Box 871, Nash-
ville 2, Tennessee, their reports on
Youth Activities Week and Chris-
tian Adventure Week for 1955.

many of its signals from a guy who
was a hundred yards away from the
action!

Well, that’s probably no news at
all to a follower of the game in
which two teams “pursue,” as Wal-
ly Weber says, “the spheroid swine-
skin.” And one doesn’t have to ex-
plain much to help you see the
value of the perspective of the
pigeon roost where the whole pic-
ture is seen in its proper propor-
tions. But, it figures that what’s

“good in football at this point, is

probably good in your life and
mine.

Haven’t you found it pretty easy
to live so close to yourself that you
can't see yourself as you really are?
Matter of fact, if some of us could
see ourselves as others see us,
chances are we would be pretty
disillusioned. Or haven’t you taken
a gander at your mirror lately? It
might help to step back a ways and
make use of the fieldglasses and
call yourself on the inter-com to
give yourself the benefit of per-
spective.

Literally, I have found a few who
can do that kind of a Houdini act.
But all of us can gain by slowing
down every now and then to take a
long look at what we are or what

we have become. We need to be ~

absolutely honest in our evaluation,
or it won’t mean much. And if we
are Christian youth seeking to live
effectively in the Christ-pattern,
then we do more than merely take
a look at self. We examine our lives
in the light of the pattern of the
life of Jesus. We learn how he lived,
what he said, what were the govern-
ing attitudes of his life as a young
man. Then we apply the pattern to
our lives and in the Christian per-
spective see how far short we are
in so many ways.

The young Christian finds he is
never alone in the effort to build in-
to his character what he learns from
the Christian perspective. God
works with him. :
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HOME MISSIONS GROUP
TO CONSIDER POPULATION
PROBLEMS

New  York—-N(HY  The
one urgencey  faced by Amceriean
churches today is that of providing
a ministry to the rapidly shifting
and new population:, both in the
city and the country,

number

Church leaders, includings pastors,
lay officers  und  home  missions
workers  throughout  the  country
agree that the churely's first task is
to match the swift and tradition-
shattering changes i Ameriean life
by an adequate response to spirtual
needs. Home missions workers par-
ticularly, are fuced by many prob-
lems stemming from this basic pres-
sure.

As they plan for the
Council of Churches” Division  of
Home Missions’ Generad Assembly
in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., December
11-14, they list amony the major
groups with special needs which the
Protestant churches serve: Indian
Americans, pouring from the reser-
vations into city life; two million
crop-picking miprgnts; Pucerto Ric-
ans and other Spanish-speaking per-
sons; industrial  workers;  low-in-
come families, both on the farnt and
in the city; communitics born over-
night; Alaskans; and Chinese-Amer-
icans.

Out in the field, on-the-spot de-
nominational groups prapple with
the day to day difficulties. The dis-
tincitve contribution of the national
mission groups under the leader-
ship of the Division of Home Mis-
sions, in the view of its chairman,
the Rev. Purd E. Deitz, is to pioncer
in developing neve opportunities and
new ways of doing thing:s.

With that as its focus, the Division
of Home Missions highlights some
of its major 1956 program cmphases
to be presented at the General As-
sembly mecting.

National

A TRIBUTE

Inasmuch as our Heavenly Father
in His wisdom and love, has called
unto Himself our friends and be-
loved co-workers, Lirs. daxwell A.
Welty, Miss Blanche Jackson, Mrs,
Mildred Jackson Tavlor, and Mrs.
W. S. Davis, it is the desire of the
members of the Woman's Society of
Christian Service of First Methodist
Church, Camden, Arkansas, to offer

a tribute of love and esteem to their
memory,

M Mlaxwell AL Welty served her
roctety for years in different offices.
She Joved the pood and beautiful,
and dedicated hev life to loving and
helpmyg people, Her greatest joy was
i her home in living a Christian
hife for her friends and neighbors.
It has been said of her, “The lamp
you light through your contact with
people, burns long after you are
cone.”  Her serenity of spirit and
peace of mind were cever evident in
her smile,

NMiss Blanche Jackson served this
Church twenty-five years as Church
Sceretary, “IPaithful  unto death,”
expresses inoa few words the char-
acter and Life of Miss Blanche., Her
compassion  and  understanding of
people were unique, Her patience
wis beyond human imagination as
she went about her work, never too
busy and the days never too long
to lend a helping hand. Her whole
life was a consistent expression of
Christian Scervice, “To know her was
to love her.” The memory of her
faithfulness  will live long in our
hearts and will be a source of bless-
ing for she was a servant of the
Church.

Mrs. Mildred Jackson Taylor will
always be remembered as loving
the simple quiet things of life. Her
interest was in her home, and here
she served God through her in-
fluence and attitude, never com-
plaining and always happy. This
proved that she loved her sweet
Christian way of life and believed
“His servants shall serve Him and
they shall see His face,

We remember Mrs, W, S, Davis,
not in her failing strength, but for
her buoyant and enthusiastic spirit.
Her one great love was people. She
never thought of herself, but was
always ready to comfort and cheer
everyone that she knew. She never
told her troubles but always tried
to lift the load of some friend. Mrs.
Davis was faithful in her attend-
??CC to her Church throughout her
ife.

So each one served God in her
chosen way, yet we shall miss their
cheerful smiles and wise counsel,
but vwe rejoice that death cannot put
an cnd to the influence of these four

lives. — Mrs. Ernest Glaze, Mrs.
Frank Long, Mrs. J. D. Reynolds,
Mrs. B. A. Nipper.

Story Of The Blue Madonna
By Alfred D. Moore

When the story of Jesus beco;nes
at home in another land all kinds
of things begin to happen.

A few years ago a third genera-
tion Indian Christian was a strug-
gling art student in Lucknow. ‘A
friendly woman from a nearby mis-
eion discovered his talent and in-
troduced him to the ecditor of _In-
dia’s Christian Home Magazine,
who had at her disposal.some }Vorld
Day of Prayer funds with w}'lm}} to
buy materials for her periodical.
Editor Bryce found that a scholar-
ship would release artist Frank
Wesley from seli-help work anfi en-
able him to paint for Christian

ome,

HWesley was devoted to the Jesus
of the Gospels personally and as an
artist he had a genigs for putting
the spirit and attractiveness of Je-
sus into his pictures. Ihey were an
immediate success 1n Christian
Home and other periodxgals of the
Christian Council in India.
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When Frank Wesley’s missionary
friend was returning to America on
furlough, he painted and presented
to her a beautiful Madonna. It is
one of the few originals that Wes-
ley has allowed cut of his own pos-
fession. He is assembling a series of
paintings portraying the life and
teac})mgs of Jesus of his own peo-
ple in India. The attractiveness of
the “Blue Madonna” original when
it turned up thig year in the office
of the Committee on World Liter-
acy and Christian Literature of the
I\'at.xonal Council of Churches led
to its release in the United States

as a Christmag card. Friends of In-

dia and the Christian literacy move-

er them from Room
Avenue, New York
10, N. Y. Boxes of 100 cards with

. envelopes cost $10.00. All the pro-

ceeds above gzc
work of the C
Literacy and

tual cost go to the
ommittee on World
Christian Literature.

MOST AUSTRALIANS
PROFESS THEMSELVES
CIIRISTIAN

Canberra, Australia (RNS)—Some
8,033,754 of the 8,986,530 persons
tabulated in the official 1954 Aus-
tralian census professed themselves
as Christian, Another 855,819 did
not answer the question as to re-
lipion, which is optional under Aus-
tralian law.

A total of 54,817 registered them-
selves as non-Christians. Largest
roup in the latter category were
Jews who increased by more than
51 per cent since the last census in
1947 to a total of 48,439,

Only 23,684 said they had no re-
ligion.

Largest percentage increases
among the Christian groups were
registered by the Greek Orthodox
and the Lutherans, both of which
rose by 73.68 per cent to totals of
74,760 and 116,178 respectively.

Among non-Roman bodies the
largest  numerical inerease was
shown by the Anglicans (Church of
England) with a gain of 304,718 to
a total of 3,408,850,

In reply to census takers’ ques-
tions, 1,299,884 persons called them-
selves Catholics as against 956,540
in 1947, an increase of 35.89 per cent.
And 762,102 listed themselves as
Roman Catholics compared to 630,-
198 in 1947, a gain of 20.93 per cent.

Methodists remained the second
largest Protestant denomination
with 977,033 (778,873 in 1947) and
Presbyterians the third largest with
869,242 (743,540).

LAYMEN URGED GIVE
MORE SUPPORT TO
COLLEGES AND PUBLIC
RELATIONS
(Continued from page 7)
of concerns dealt with by action or
report as the fifth annual meeting
of the board of managers of United

Church Men ended.

United Church Men supervises
the men’s work of the National
Council of Churches.

In an address at a dinner meet-
ing, held jointly with the Church-
men of Twin Cities and represen-
tatives of the United Church Men
of Minnesota, Dr. Erwin L. Shaver,
head of the National Council of
Churches’ weekly religious educa- -
tion program, urged establishment
of a “supplementary school system.”

Dr. Shaver declared that in con-
nection with every public school
there needed to be an adjoining re-
iigious  education building “To
teach that phase of the American
heritage which the public school
cannot teach by virtue of the sep-
aration of curch and state. “For ‘the
second half-century’ of weekday
religious education,” he said, “we
need buildings for an expanded pro-
gram and laymen to perform the
functions that Christian responsibil-
ity indicates.”

He commented on the 500 com-
munities in Minnesota alone which
have such a program and the two
and three-quarter million pupils en-
rolled in the nation — one and
three-quarter million of which are
Protestant.

Laymen are needed in this field,
he said, “to insure the proper per-
manency of program, to comman-
deer the many talents and skills
needed to start and maintain such
a program, and to give laymen an
oppprtgnity for a challenging avo-
cation in which to find satisfaction.”
For ways in which to help, Dr.
Shaver suggested serving on policy
and program boards and commit-
t.e_es, promotion through civic activ-
1ties, and use of special talents.

HOW TO ABUSE THE BIBLE
(Continued from page 6)
this is a special bonus in itself. The
chicf value of such use of Seripture
is that it causes one to repard the
Bible as one might the seript of a
play . .. simply something to com-
mit to memory, rather than a record
of God's redemptive aclivity in the
scene of man. With the time re-
quired to commit the important
Scriptures to memory, particularly
those which justify your own de-
nominational position, there is little
opportunity to read the Bible as
God’s judgment on your life. This
is a real abuse of God’s word.
Lastly, be absolutely certain that
your children have no cause to feel
that the Bible is important, Of
course, as long as you never read
it with them, they likely will grow
up in abysmal ignorance of it. But
occasionally it will be well to com-
ment before them concerning the
difficulty understanding the Bible
and its general impracticability.
Lead them to believe that it 'is no
longer applicable to today’s prob-
lems. If you do read it before them,
stumble over the more unfamiliar
words. Make no effort to picture the
context for your children. Heave a
sigh of relief when the whole chore
is completed. By doing this you may
rest assured that the abuse which
you have shown to the Bible will
be perpetuated through your chil-
dren and your children’s children.

ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA -
AREA REPORTS PLEDGES
FOR ALASKA COLLEGE

(Continued from page 7)
were based on recommendations
from a 6-member academic advisory
committee, that includes college
presidents, deans and business man-
agers. The academic committee at
an October mecting also recom-
mended that an Anchorage college
committee ask the city of Anchor-
age to set aside at least 1,000 acres
adjacent to the 242-acre campus for
a joint city-college cultural center.

>Hangings « Communion ‘m;

Altar Bress Goods ' f: }'
nqz:l?’:!!"*isj

FORR O

ATLAS METAL
FOLDING CHAIRS

ETTTT

WHOLESALE PRICES

ALL-STATE SUPPLY, INC.
1401 W, Capitol Little Rock, Ark.
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pleased!

We are at the mid-point in our
study of the life of Christ as re-
corded in the Gospel of Luke. This
is the 13th lesson of the series and
we have 13 more to go. Luke is one
of the greatest of the Bible writers.
He is the only Gentile who took
part in this great undertaking. His
Gospel has an international outlook.
He wrote not for one particular race
of people but for the entire world.

This study of the life of Christ as
recorded in the Gospel of ‘Luke be-
gan, as it should, with «The World
Into Which Jesus Came”. We then
made a study of the “Boyhood of
Jesus”; his baptism by John thc
Baptist; his temptations in the wil-
derness; his . mission to the world;
his friendship for all men, both the
good and the bad; the principles set
forth by him for the highest type of

" living; the evidence of his power,

both over nature and the person-
alities of people; the spreading of
the good news of a coming King-
dom; what it means to be an out
and out follower of Christ; we are
neighbors to all who have peeds
that we can meet; the prayer-hfe of
the Master; and today, ‘‘Songs of
the Savior’s Birth”. .

There have been more songs writ-
ten about Christ than any other
person who ever lived on this earth.
The gospel can be sung as }vell as
preached, and one of the r_nqst
beautiful ways to proclaim it is 1n
this manner. Some contend that
Charles Wesley did more in spread-
ing Methodism than did his broth-
er John. He set to music much of
John's theology, and as people sung
these great hymns the message of
them gripped their hearts and
changed their lives.

No religion can succeed to thp
fullest extent without songs. This
has always been true. Judaism 1Is
one of the older religions,’ and the
Jews have always been gr.eat on
singing. The Psalms- is their song
book and in them Wwe€ find some of
the greatest hymns of praise and
thanksgiving that have ever been
written. The New Testament even
tells us of Christ singing on one
occasion. It is said that at the close
of the establishment of the Com-
munion of the Lord’s Supper he and
his disciples sung & song.

A Look at The Scriptures

We do not wonder that the birth
of Christ was the occasion of songs.

Maybe we haven’t been looking up-

ages as songs, but they
on these passag e

are such none the less.
song in our lesson took place befqre
Christ was born. The Angel Gaprlgl
came to announce to the wvirgn
Mary that she would have 2 Son,
and he did so in- beautiful wogds
that have come to be set to music:
“He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and the
Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he
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SONGS OF THE SAVIOR’S BIRTH
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25, 1955

" READ THE LESSON FROM YOUR BIBLE: Luke I:
32-33, 46-55, 2:29-32.

MEMORY SELECTION: Glory t

(Luke 2:14)

will reign over the house of Jacob
{orever; and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”

This great cvent has never been
expressed in a more beautiful man-
ner than the way we have it here.
So much of our modern poetry is
written in rhyme that we are in-
clined to feel that all poetry must
rhyme, but such is not the case.
Some of the most beautiful poems
ever written do not rhyme at all.
So this is a great poem—great in
its thought; great in its expression;
and great in its choice of words.

Note the theology expressed here.
This coming One will be “great”.
How fully Christ lived up to this
prophecy! He stands out as the
greatest of all the sons of men. Even
those who deny his Divinity admit
that he is the greatest person ever
to live on this earth.

. Next we have the statement that
he is to be the “Son of the Most
High”. This could be none other
than God himself. The Most High
in this universe is God alone. Ac-
cording to the Angel, then, this com-
ing One was to be the Son of God.
John 3:16 declares the same great
fact. God loved the world and gave
his only begotten Son.

Again we learn from this poem
that according to the flesh Christ
is to be an offspring of David, and
that God will give to him the throne
of David. For long years the Jews
had been expecting a Messiah who
would be an offspring of David. He
would sit on David's throne and rule
the people.

There are two other matters that
we learn about this reign of the
Messiah from this poem—one is that
it will last forever, and the other
that the reign is to be over the
house of Jacob. For many years
prior to this time the house of Jacob
which refers to all the Jews had
been divided. The reign of the Mes-
siah will bring these divergent ele-
ments together. This prophecy has
not yet been fulfilled but we have
the faith to believe that it will.

Next we have the song of Mary
(Luke 1:45-55). This has been call-
ed the Magnificat. This means that
this hymn magnifies God and sets
forth the meaning of his glory. This
is one of the most joyous hymns
ever written. One can feel the throb
of joy in Mary’s heart as he medi-
tates upon her words. From the
depth of her soul she magnifies God;
she lauds him to the skies. Her spir-
it bubbles over with joy at the
thought of what God is doing
through her. In it all she is very
humble. She says nothing about
what she is going to do. She wishes
to give God the credit for whatever
is accomplished. She thinks of her
low estate and looks upon herself
merely as the handmaiden of the
Lord. She realizes that future gen-
erations will look upon her as the

o God in the highest,
and on carth peace among men with whom he i well

greatest of all mothers, but again
she pives God the credit. “He has
shown strength with his arm, he has
scattered the proud in the imagina-
tion of their hearts, he has put down
the mighty from their thrones, and
exalted those of low degree.”

Mary knew that God was work-
ing through the humble and the
poor for she felt that she belonged
to that group and she realized that
God was working through her. God
has always worked through this
type of people. Later on when
Mary's Son came to be a Man, He
Himself was humble. He invited all
who labored under any kind of
burdens to come to him declaring
that He was meek and lowly. He
insisted that they who humble
themselves would be exalted by the
Lord and they who exalted them-
selves would be brought low. He
declared that the meek would in-
herit the ecarth and thus it has al-
ways been. In our generation there
have been men who were high and
mighty in their own eyes, like Hit-
ler, Mussolini, Stalin, and their kind
who thought they would inherit the
carth. They tried to take it by force,
but they couldn’t keep it. Only the
meek who humbly look to God for
spiritual power are strong enough
in character to inherit the earth.

The last song of our lesson was
that of Simecon. He was a rabbi and
spent most of his time in and around
the Temple. He had a great ambi-
tion for his people. He knew that
they were falling short of the place
that God had set apart for them in
the history of the world. He longed
and even prayed for the coming of
the Messiah. When the Baby Jesus
was forty days old Mary and Joseph
took Him to the temple to dedicate
Him to the Lord. Simeon saw Him
and felt immediately that He was
the One for whom the Jews had
waited so long. Prior to this time
Simeon had had a premonition that
he would not die until he had seen
the Messiah. When he looked upon
Jesus he was ready to depart in
peace. The dream of his life had
come true. He had witnessed the
salvation from God himself which
should be not merely to the Jews
but to all people. He declared that
Christ would be “A light for revela-
tion to the Gentiles, and for the
glory of his people Israel.”

This brings us to our memory se-
lection and one of the greatest of
the songs we have in connection
with the Savior’s birth. It was the
song of the angels. We are told that
a multitude of: them came to take
part in this great hallelujah chorus.
The beautiful words of this song
rang across the ages to us: “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom he is
pleased.”

The birth of Jesus must have been
a great event indeed! It was at this
juncture in the history of the human
race that heaven and earth were
joined together. Years before this
time Jacob had seen a ladder let
from heaven to earth over which the
angels of God ascended and de-
scended. Jesus came as that ladder.
He is the One who has forever join-
ed heaven and earth, and that which
God has joined together, let not man
put asunder.

These angels came and sung a
song and the music of that song is
reverberating around the world.
They hung out a star and the light
of that star is shining forth into the
dark places of this earth. The must-
ard plant is growing and its
branches will finally reach out to
the ends of the earth. The leaven
is in the lump and the whole mass

is being slowly but surely permeat-
ed. Christ and his influence are on
the march. He is bidding for this
world, and as E. Stantey Jones says,
“There is no one who is seriously
bidding for the heart of the world
except Jesus Christ. There is no one
clse in the field!” Tt is true that we
have Communism but it has reached
the hey day of its power and is on
the way out. People who have once
had a taste of the freedoms of Chris-
tian Democracy will never submit to
slavery. Even the Russians and the
Chinese will finally get {fed up with
this “ism”. The time will come
when Christianity will  overrun
these nations.

Many of the predictions made in
these great songs have not yet come
to pass. For example the first of
these songs declares that Jesus will
sit on David’s throne and rule over
the house of Jacob forever. The
Jews have not yet accepted him as
their Messiah, but many of them
are heading in this direction. Some
of them arc admitting {reely that
Jesus was one of their great proph-
ets if not the greatest of their race.
Some of them are admitting that
he is the world's greatest teacher.
They do not accept him as Divine,
but neither do the Unitarians who
are classed as a Christian group.
The time will come when the Jews
as a people will accept Christ as
their promised Messiah. Much of
the Angel Gabriel's song has al-
ready come to pass. Jesus is ac-
knowleged to be great. Millions of
people accept him as the Son of
the Highest, and they also feel
that there will be no end to his
reign among men.

A careful study of Mary’s song
will show that much of it has al-
ready come to pass. God is mag-
nified by the revelation made of him
in his Son. Jesus is the Savior of
the world. Mary is called blessed
by millions of people. The high and
mightly have been brought low, and
people of low degree exalted. The
poor and the needly have been fed
with the good things of God while
the rich have been sent away hun-
gry; their stomaches might have
been filled but their hearts were
empty and their minds dissatisfied.

The song of Simeon has also at-
tained a great degree of fulfillment.
He did depart in peace feeling that
great good would come through
Jesus to the world. He declared that
he had witnessed the salvation that
had been prepared for all people,
and we see millions of people ac-
cepting it. He declared that Jesus
was “A light for revelation to the
Gentiles” and that has literally hap-
pened. He also said that Jesus would
be glory to his people. That also has
been true, though thus far all of
his people have not been able to
see it. The Jewish people have done
a lot for the world. For many years
they kept true religion alive, but
their greatest glory is now and al-
ways will be the fact that: Christ
was born a Jew.

Our memory selection (Luke 2:14)
is also a wonderful passage. It was
first sung by the angel choir. It de-
clares that Christ came to glorify
God and to bring peace to men. In
his wonderful prayer in the 17th
chapter of John we find him saying
to the Father, “I have glorified thee
on the earth; I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do.”
The first part of the song has been
fulfilled, and the second part is in
the process of becoming so. Christ
has already brought internal peace
to all who have accepted him, and
he will yet bring external peace to
the world.
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THE "ZTHODIST CHILDREN'S HOME OF ARKANSAS

““What Ev.ry (Child Needs”

“What every orphan needs is a Christian home with a mother
who counts it i1 highest pleasure to tenderly and lovingly deve-
lop it into the ~ory best manhood or womanhood; to teach it to
pray at her Lo 2 o tuck the cover under its chin at night, and to
softly sing it 1+ -:cep, leaving the sweet face of mother ever pre-
sent in its dve: " These words written {ifty years ago are the
words of Cocic v George Thornburgh as quoted by Dr. Philip
Cone Fleteher “An Ilustrated History of the Methodist Or-
phanage” pubi - during Dr. Fletcher’s distinguished ministry in
Little Rock.

Colonel (- e Thornburgh is regarded as the founder of
the Methodit - phanage and he gave many vears of his life to
its work.

It was ti: mvietion—what every child is rightfully entitled

to—that imps .
the name of i
this century

broken homu:
There are mea: .
the meaning
child first lei
Church mini. "
ideals and tcoe
have been ..
Church’s res;

Fow It

“At the I
November 1.~
appointed a *
an Orphan’s }: -

In 1898 i .
made the foli
to the heart o

our forefathers to establish an Orphanage in
Viethodists of Arkansas before the beginning of
.y changes have taken place. There are more

our land today than there have ever been.
omeless children—children who will never know
~o love of God as our Father, which concept the
‘rom its earthly parents, we are told, unless the
to them and unless the Church provides the
s and environment of a Christian home. There
changes but the need is the same and the
‘bility has been greatly multiplied.

“rted

» Rock Annual Conference held at Pine Bluff in
J. R. Cason, T. H. Ware and J. R. Moore were
nittee to inquire into the advisability of erecting
ae,” thus reads one of the earliest records.

. Conference meeting at Winiield, the Committce
ng report: “The needs of orphans appeal strongly
very true man and woman. And the Committee

recommended e appointment of a like Committee from the

White River ... Arkansas Conferences to create a Board of Trus-

tees for the i irpose of “inviting and receiving gifts, bequests et

cetera for the  pport of orphans.”

On May .. 1899, George Thornburgh, W. B. Ricks and E. A.
Tabor reporte: ‘hat they had caused the Orphanage to be incorpor-
ated and this  ¢port was approved by cach of the three Anntal
Conferences.

The Womai:'s Industrial Home located at 14th and Commerce,
through Mrs. I.. W. Coy offered in fee simple their property to the
incorporators of the Methodist Orphanage. The lot is described as
“150 x 160 fect with a good frame building.” “Mrs. Tabor, presi-
dent of the Wnoman’s Industrial Home was its largest stockholder
and next to her was Mrs. Logan H. Roots,” quoting further from
the earliest cources of information.

The first records showing the names of the Trustees of the
Methodist Orphanage include the following: from the Arkansas
Conference, Rev. Stonewall Anderson, Rev. J. B. Stevenson and
G. H. Kimball; from the Little Rock Conference, Rev. J. E. Godbey,
Rev. James Thomas and George Thornburgh; and from the White
River Conference, Rev. M. M. Smith, Rev. Fred Little and George
W. Culberhouse. All of these have entered “the Eternal Sanc-
tuaries” but their “works do follow them.”

Reading from the report of Mrs. Charles Wightman, one of the
first matrons of the Orphanage, we find these words written in
1904: “We are trying to make the institution truly a Christian home
for the children and worthy of the confidence and patronage of
the church.” In an interview with the Editors of the Arkansas
Methodist, Rev. Connor Morehead, recently appointed Superinten-
dent of the Methodist Children’s Home, said: “We cannot improve
on either Colonel Thornburgh’s original statement about what ev-
ery child needs nor can we do better than strive earnestly today
to make Mrs. Wightman’s statement become a vital and living re-
ality on the campus and in the personal lives of all our Staff and
for every child under our care.”

Early Growth “And Expansion

In December 1908, Colonel Thornburgh was urgently re-
quested to raise $25,000 with which to purchase a new location and
erect a new building. The Board proposed to pay him liberally for
his services but he accepted the place with the distinet under-
standing that he would not receive any pay whatever. He addressed

DECEMBER 15, 1955

himself to the “holy task” and by July 1910, the children were
moved from the old location to the beautiful building erected at
Sixteenth and Elm Streets.

When Colonel Thornburgh retired after years of noble service,
Dr. James Thomas was clected Superintendent of the Orphanage.
Dr. Thomas gave himself devotedly to the cause. It was the con-
suming passion of his life and through his outstanding leader-
ship many of Arkansas’ most substantial families became bene-
factors of the Orphanage. The writer of this article visited Dr.
Thomas only a few days before his death and even then, the Home
and its future were the principal topics of conversation.

At the time of Dr. Thomas’ death in 1943, the Trustees of the
Orphanage were at a loss to find somecone to take Dr. Thomas’
place. Dr. E, T. Wayland, one of the Editors of the Arkansas Meth-
odist, consented to assume the responsibility temporarily and
served well for a few months and until the place could be f{ill-
ed permanently.

Nr. 1. S. &M Cannon (Phosen

In October 1943, Mr. J. S. M. Cannon, an outstanding Metho-
dist layman and longtime member of Winfield Church was clect-
ed Superintendent. Mr. Cannon entered upon his new duties with
¢great enthusiasm and literally gave himself without reservation
to the discharge of the responsiilities of his office.

In September 1944, Bishop and Mrs. Paul E. Martin came to
Little Rock to assume leadership of this Episcopal Area. Through
the great First Mcthodist Church of Wichita Falls, Texas, they
had been in close touch with the Methodist Children’s Home at
Waco. Members of their church had given entire buildings to the
Institution and had been through the years, generous supporters.
Bishop Martin graciously consented to become a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Home in Little Rock. His interest in the
work, from the very beginning, was the source of constant inspir-
ation and great challenge to the entire Board. It was at Bishop
Martin’s suggestion that Mr. Cannon and two ministers who were
members of the Board visited the Methodist Home in Waco.

“He Whom A “Dream “FHath “Possessed”

The three men who visited the Home at Waco were never
the same thereafter. Our Home in Little Rock consisted of one
building. At first it was adequate and beautiful but the wear and
tear of the years had taken its toll and population trends had rend-
ered the location less desirable. At Waco there was a tremendous
campus of some forty acres and with probably two dozen build-
ings already in operation in 1945. The enrollment was 375 chil-
dren and the Methodists of Texas were contributing a half mil-
lion dollars annually to the support of their Home. The Methodist
Home in Waco was operated on the Cottage plan with twenty
children housed in a single cottage and two Housemothers for
cach Cottage. A master plan for the ultimate development and
growth of the Institution had been drawn by Hare and Hare,
Landscape Architects of Kansas City.

The inspiration received by the three men who visited the
Texas Home at Waco was passed on to the Board and in general,
to the Methodists of Arkansas.

It was not long until Mr. J. S. M. Cannon reported to the
Board that he had located eighty acres of land on the edge of
Little Rock that could be purchased for $10.000 and which would
provide a beautiful location for the Methodist Children’s Home.
Mr. Cannon was the one person to whom all the credit is due for
the purchase of this highly valuable building site. It has been
referred to as one of the best business deals ever consummated
by the Methodist Church in Arkansas.

In 1947, through funds secured by personal solicitation and
through the annual Christmas offerings of the Methodists of
Arkansas which reached a total of more than $50,000 during Mr.
Cannon'’s lifetime, the children of the Orphanage were moved in-
to the new building just completed at the new location of The
Methodist Children’s Home of Arkansas. By official action the
new articles of Incorporation had given the Orphanage a new
name.

The Landscape Architects, Hare and Hare, had drawn the plan
for future expansion. During Mr. Cannon’s lifetime, he succeeded
in erecting four cottages for the children. In the nine years that
he served the Home, Mr. Cannon’s absolute devotion to the work
was the source of great inspiration. He created confidence in and
a love for the work wherever he went. He laid the burden down
on January 5th, 1952. The eighty scenic acres of land and the par-

(Continued on Page 20)

Page Seventeen




N..\/, ) c TNONMNV 2
% /// = - s taonivarsariiveay ke ERY T

. Y TR |

o %~
Sy, .

s

il

‘ oo e Fv
. i
; i

il

g T Tiate T
CISIE FOTTIE FFIALLIIT [N m Ittt
{

¥0{ BNIIV] INIWISIAN| 000'SZEs$
VvV --- S39v1ii0o] NJ340N g

.zn_wZG.n_XmmDn_EDom Dm
J1dNVY HLIM S3¥AIV JIN3AS

¢
-

N
8!

+

—
1
1
A Yad
.
~n
)
-
a

.
-
4

-

boCe 7 A SRR B A Oy T ﬁ :
N RSN I R R B N |
SR G TR A0 G L S N VO P O] G B o
UNOA Y 3/qissod SIYL JJY PRI 2ADH

4 -

LT AERIRE

Mvz g ; \. —,L/\_,, »/h

2681 40 ONILIIW AIAI4SN! IHL
4O 1INS3Y¥ 3IHL "TO6L — SVSNVIYV NI
JWOH S,NJJQ1HD LSIAOHIIW 1S¥Id 3HL

"aNVdX3 Ol wOoOd -
IWOH S.NI¥AUHD ISIGOHIIW SVYSNVXN
v 3HL A9 AIZ¥IINT Q3NMO TLDVAL
330708 318¥NIYA IHL — M3IA TVIEEY

e
N

T,

T
s

T e
7

‘yBiy Jouag ul g puo yBiy Jownf ul g| ‘Aipjuawala uipjupsy uag ut
£F © ° ° S|OOYds 3d0y 1] Pidjud BWOH Y wosy udalpiiyd 1L r1aquiaydag ug
‘ualp|ly> QgL 40 apiaoid of sn 3|gpUd p|NOM ‘MOu pappo sBuip|Ing om]  “faIm

SO £ 3
g

AN L rie

£1ara awod suoypdddo pup ‘mou ysij Buylom o dADy am * °” saiyjooy papuod

MEADLL L aes

-xa 10j §pasB 51 pasau Jno ‘yng | jO fudwjjoiud up o} fuasiad aal-Ajuami i...f.i.ttf?s. ~
Aq Ayoodod 1no Buispanu) * * c 0QQ’SZLS §O 1507 D B ‘syjuow udaily 3P| A

UIYIM ‘UCHIAIIP 5,|DAN3W JaYioig Japun pajdala aidm sBulp|ing [DUOHIPPR oML

D Qe
el
5

P oA ,sJ... ot ‘uouUUD) ‘W 'S °f ‘iw o diysiapoaj 3y} JApun Lyl Ul paidald diam sBuipjinq

e P | : : o .

oda o 2d4;-06p3305 ‘usapow Jnoy s11y 3y Yorym Uuo ‘43348 sakby jo so3 ‘spunciB -
FREssr e 36|05 101unf ays 40 YuON 4snl 20y BjiI] Ul Auis 190-0g [njunaq o saidnddo o S s LT e o

W. . . pub sUMO ‘AWOH S,UdIP|IYD ISIPOYIdW SDSUDYJY BY| ‘spudly jo suounquiuod L
1 Aipjunjoa Aq pajuawajddns ‘sipak ysod jo sBuuayo souisuyd of UYL ” . - g

R e R i B

AVAOL ipnoid aq |jam Apw sistpoyidyy sDsUDYIY Ydlym jo piodal o 3y CYETY i ) o ’ ..

P : .o . . 5

"SYIHLO ANV ‘JHOOW ¥ 'f ‘JYVM "H "L ‘NOSYD ¥ T "£68L "¥IGWIAON ‘44N19 INId 1V d13H ‘JONITYIINOD TYNNNY HDO0Y J11LIT FHL LV«

:.mmc_::_mmm [DI21}L1I3DG PUD P3jnadasuo;) 13) ‘3|quin} wouj ... |

c O .
i R




T. \ \.\\3 \ \\N HJNW\M\. / ﬂ ‘\
‘G661 NI TVINIW

¥43HL1O¥E8 A9 Q3L1I1dWOD S3IOVILOD
AD1¥E N¥IQOW 3NO 40 LN3IDIY 1SOW

;

- - al..du,k.ﬂriﬁ,v
el

s i,

P

[

’{3.;{ 5

.\WW
gl N AT

o

"ONISSVd SIH 3¥0438
A113OHS NONNVDO "W 'S [ A8 (d3l3ld
‘WOD 39DV110D 1VYNI4 ANV H1dNO4 3HL

- .- v
.
- nm = JNCN.
. — \ / . *
ATl A B
- Pegty A X
S AR e &
E ¥t R
: R ) +
. N A]
T T quit'%xs - Ny X h <
ST ST 1!(
U
BRI K R
.

s e

. &-ﬂz Mu;

ﬁ'_\w..»‘u...x

TNONNVD

BANWIENINT 8hd1 e absa

Ve e B PdUINLINS o

J Hered)

; \;Jhl.\)th \.\u

(K12 19443)
,Hed siy ayoy | AlyHom|pys puy
‘djay Aw spasu oym pjiyd> awos puy |
‘upay sJ9Yip4 3yy o} Aljims Jsow

AJ} o} syubyy Aw jupm | uaym ng

‘ar0| jo b poob s,d09A ayi [P puy
uns pup uDJ 10} ‘JiN1} PUD SIaMO[} JOd
‘aroqo epnypib 1no Bum of
auo pup sADM pupsnoyy D 3iD 313yj,,

; R IR I
=l dAal

ey e

=

EAS

’s1n0A Aja1adulg

,, AI0§S1Y IO Ul pDY 8ADY am

BuliayyO isebip| ayy ioak siyy aApy am jpy; jupjprodwy
jsow st §I pup ° * * aininy 8y} Joj supojd ipasb IADY AN
** " QWOH 3Y} D 10} PIAIDD IBAD

9ADU am UBIP[IYd jo Jsaquinu }sabip} ayj 9ADY mou am

3D PESETIIUL NG 10 2LnDDAq ‘mouy nok so o,

“IVINOW 'L 'L "A3d 40 NOIL
-VYISINIWAY JH1 ¥3ANN 11ng ‘S3OVL
-10D IN3D3d ISOW OML 3FHL 40 3NO

g.\i:uﬁ!f .

i

g 3 ”,
i i w
; . e d

'NONNVYD "W 'S 'f 31Vl JHL A9 11ING
‘S3IOVIIOD NIYIAOW 3IHL O ¥IHIONV

LT X e H\

et
)

Al NI NONNV DY wo

S i

i ok i e

ol e

B AT D SRR

|




tially realized dream of a great Institution dedicated to the care
of homeless children shall forever stand as a monument to his
memory and hife.

When Mr. Cannon’s health failed, the Board of Trustees was
deeply concerned to find someone who could carry on the work
so well bepun.

Rev. T. I MeNeal was elected Superintendent and was appoint-
ed by Bishop Maryin. Brother McNeal faced the task of caring
for a preatly enlarged physical plant and the attendant increase
in enrollment. He not only handled these responsibilitites well
but he was ever alert to the need for new buildings. During the
four years of his administration, Brother McNeal erected two
new buildings at a cost of more than $125.000.

The Children’s Home has always operated on a cash basis
and it is needless to say that it has never had any indebtedness.
The freewill offerings of the Methodists of Arkansas and friends
have made this almost unbelievable story of growth, possible.

Your (Children’s TFfome ‘Goday

As has been indicated previously, the Home is located on
cighty scenice acres of land at 2002 South Fillmore, bounded on
the West by Hayvs Boulevard, on the North by 20th Street, on the
South by 26th Street and on the Fast by South Fillmore. There
are six Cottages where the children are cared for. Generally
speaking, a Cottage was designed for twelve children and the
Housemother, They cat, sleep and actually live in the Cottage.
Fach Cottage is equipped with deep freeze, washing machine and
such appliances. The buildings are called Cottages but this is
really a misnomer. They are actually Jovely homes of brick con-
struction and beautifully and appropriately furnished throughout.
In fact, it has been conservatively estimated that the six Cottages
actually cost $325,000—all paid for by the Methodists of Ark-
ansas and friends of the Home.

Our Enrollment

With the two new buildings erected under Brother McNeal's
leadership within the last fifteen months, there has been an op-
portunity to increase the enrollment. On September 6, 1955, the
Home ontered seventy-one children in the Little Rock Public
Schools: 43 in the Elementary Schools, 18 in Junior High. and 10
in Scnior High. This is capacity cnrollment.

The Home depends upon the Methodist pastors of Arkansas to
recommend homeless children who need its care. In addition, we
have a trained Social Worker who investigates thoroughly every
application. Not only so, but the Office at the Home keeps in con-
stant touch with the current situation regarding all the children
who are alreadv admitted. For instance, on April 1, 1955, three
children were admitted to the Home. It was a case of great need
and some provision had to be made for these little children. At
that time there was no one to care for them and they were quite
small and helpless. '

Early in October, it was discovered that their father had
found himself a job, had remarried. and had a home where he
could look after the children. They were promptly placed in his
care. Thus. the enrollment varies from time to time. At the pre-
sent. there is quite a list of those secking admission to the Home.

There are hundreds of Homes for Children located through-
out the United States. The Homes are maintained by the differ-
ent churches and by benevolent organizations. According to the
latest figures for the entire nation, only 3 per cent of these chil-
dren are actually orphans. When one really considers the matter
seriously and prayerfully, the important thing is not whether or
not the child has a living parent. The one thing that appeals to
Christians is the actual need of the child and to know that a
child is homeless is all that is necessary.

Ghe Staff

The Children’s Home employs six Housemothers and a re-
lief Housemother. The Housemother has one day of twenty four
hours off each week and the relief Housemother goes from cottage
to cottage. There is a Bookkeeper-Secretary, Mrs. Edythe Seegers
who has served the Home faithfully and well for four vears. Re-
cently, Mrs. Alma Hall has joined the Staff and is acting as Gen-
eral Supervisor and as Coordinator between the Home and the
Church, the Schools, and the Community. Mrs. Hall is the daugh-
ter of a Methodist preacher and has had twenty one years ex-
perience in Social work. Mrs. Vell Kanakis is the clothing buyer
and supervises a storeroom where the clothing is kept. She like-
wise has an exact inventory of the clothing issued to each child.
It is the aim of the Home to keep all of the children well and
comfortably clothed. Mrs. Lennie Cavener, a fine Christian woman
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whose chief desire is to serve Christ is a member i the staff of
the Home and renders invaluable assistance sewing lor the chil-
dren. She is an unusually skilled seamstress.

At the present, the following are serving as itouscparents:
Mrs. Ethel Jerrell, Mrs. Minnie Fulton, Mrs. Mattic - . nsing, Mrs,
Lucy Williford, Mrs. Geneva Long, Mr. and Mrs. .© ' Cowling
and Mrs. Stella Poteet.

Ghe Spiritual And “Physical
Welfare Of ©Ghe (Children

T

All of the children from the Home attend :  School,
Church services, and MYF at the Qak Forest Mot t Church
where Rev. and Mrs. George G. Meyer and their ste conseerat- ‘
ed workers minister untiringly. i
Two Little Rock Physicians attend the child most con- Z |
stantlv and one of our Methodist laymen, a Deiv o looked i VOL.
after our children for many years. In addition u - services ] R
rendered regularly and unselfishly, an Ear, Nose @ ~at Spee- !
inlist who is a Methodist gives of his time and tales e needs ! SChe
of the children. At the present time, several of th. von from | Ch
. ; ul
the Home are under the care of an Orthodontist. p
Friends provide the money that takes care i -~ lessons ray
for those of the children who desire to study musi- Optimist Littl
Club calls for the children whenever there is a f- came in Evangs
Little Rock. furnishes them with tickets for the g rovides the 86
twenty five cents each for spending money. One airls s C_On[‘i‘,%
taken cach week to the Speech Correction Schor ored by :ﬁgnpﬂ
the Junior League. On Saturday afternoons chil ~om  the Janua:
Home are transported to the Little Rock Boys Ch actically : July
100 per cent of the enrollment at the Home enjox: sing ex- “ vigil
periences during the vacation period. ! Arkan
Du
. , | churcl
Ghe Home Needs ‘Gwo Building: | il
The Methodist Children’s Home of Arkansas : be car- | Mic
ing for a minimum of 100 homeless children. Call: - - almost ~ meYUﬁ
daily seeking admission of some needy child. The 1% . operat- s I‘hol‘
ing at capacity and in order to care for 100 chilir 1o New ’ No
buildings should be erected. 4 O
No
—_ . 5, St
e7¥lemorials L N
C s 6. St.
During Mr. Cannon’s lifetime, a plan for Memor -5 insti- No
tuted. Through the years it has been carried on but i a3 inten- 7, 28
sively as it might have been. Below is reproduced the ' pe Mem- No
orial Card used by the Home. 8, A
When one wishes to give a Living Memorial for « ™ iend who 9 I‘II;
has died, instead of sending flowers, a check is sent to tne Metho- ’Nc'
dist Children’s Home at 2002 South Fillmore, Little v Ark., 10, T
giving the name of the person in whose memory the gift is made. ; N
Also include the name of the person or persons to whom the AMem- Bau:
orial Card is to be sent. The Home will forward the lid;ﬂ;fraphed N
Memorial Card reproduced below to the relatives named. Certain- 10, ]
ly, the Home is not advocating flowerless funerals. The Home does N
feel that this is a living memorial way of showing respect and the H'N]
family of the deceased receives a dignified and personal noticc 19 |
of what has been done. The list of Memorials is also published each N
month in the Arkansas Methodist. 13,
; N
14,
| N
% uar
h | uar,
. : 1 ! N
Alemorial Card | | =
..% // /%(Y/af %ﬁf{nf; %‘ml/,ﬂr/;wu 4’1{;7&1//7«0/'11‘///@2/ ; 1 7%
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- 2
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