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. Dorado

.orning worship services last Sun-
artin and to celebrate victory in a

of $600,000. Bishop Martin’s message

.£ht Christ near to cevery life. Mr. John

~u‘d, announced that a total of $603,472 in
ed in the campaign. .

Plans are well under way ror adding to the present facilities a chapel

and an educational building.
program will provide for 1200 in
Sunday School. The entire church
is rejoicing because of the great
Victory Day services and the suc-
cessful  conclusion of  Arkansas
Methodism’s largest Fund Raising
program,

Included in the $600,000 goal is
an item of $65,000 which has been
set aside for expansion of Method-
ism in El Dorado. Fifteen thousand
of this amount will be used to buy
a site for a new Methodist Church
in El Dorado. The location of the
new church has not been determined
as yet. The remaining $50,000 of this
special extension fund will be used
in accord with decisions to.be made.

Sunday School attendance reach-
ed 1,020 last Sunday.—Reporter

The educational facilities of the proposed

December 1st Dead-Line For Helping Churches

Rev. Vernon Chalfant, Chairman
for the Board of Church Extension,
North Arkansas Conference is urg-
ing that all Churches who are to
share in the helping of the new
churches at Lakewood, North Lit-
tle Rock, West Memphis and Scarcy,
get in thcu money to their District
Superintendent not later than De-
cember 1.

Jonesboro District Meeting

The ministers and wives of the
Jonesboro District met at Mt. Car-
mel Methodist Church, Norris Greer,
pastor, on Tuesday morning, No-
vember 1, at 10:00 o’clock. Rev. E.
J. Ilolifield, District Superintendent,
presided. Brother Holificld gave the
devotional message using as his
theme, “The Ministry of Healing.”
The host pastor led the prayer.

Dr. C. M. Reves, Mr. Phil Bump-
ers, and Dr. Ira A. Brumley were
present representing Hendrix Col-
lege. Dr. Reves spoke concerning the
budget neceds of Hendrix, He stressed

Wynne's Men’s Fellowshlp Honors
Rev. and Mrs. Clemons

The Methodist Men's Fellowship
made the Thanksgiving meeting
Tuesday night a special “Ladies
Night” affair with a record number
in attendance. Thec meeting was
presided over by Arthur Weeden,
president of the Men's Fellowship.
The guests of honor were Rev. and
Mrs. James Clemons of Widener.
Jim, who was the speaker for the
occasion, brought a message on the
subject, “The Spirit of the Church.”

The program was planned as a
SUrprise honoring the Clemons since
Jim is the only young person who
has ever gone from the Wynne
Methodist Church into the ministry.

Lejt ta right:

At the conclusion of his address,
David Block, representing a com-
mittee of the Fellowship, presented
Jim a check earmarked for the pur-
chasc of a special gift of his own
choosing. He was given a book in
which to keep a life-time record
of his ministry.

Following the program, the Rev.
Otto Teague, District Superintend-
ent of the Forrest City District con-
ducted Quarterly Conference. W. C.
Daniel Jr.,, John Cook and Ben
Horne were elected delegates to the
District Conference. H. D. Cleaver
was elected to membership on the
Official Board.—Reporter

Arthur Weeden, Rev. and Mrs. Jim Clemons,

David Block.

the November Special and the part
that offering has in the training of
our ministerfal students. Dr. Reves
also read the list of 42 speakers from
Hendrix who will occupy the pul-
pits of the Jonesboro District on
Hendrix College Day, November 13.
Brother Holifield lifted up the im-
portance of the Conference wide
Bu1ld1ng Shares Program. Revw.
James Flemming, pastor of St
Paul’s Mecthodist Church, Jonesboro,
recipient of Building Shares moncey,
told of the growth and work at St.
Pauls. Brother Holifield explained
the Building Shares Program and
set December 1 as the date for all
churches to report their Shares.

Brother Holifield introduced Rev.
A. N. Storey, Exccutive Sccretary
of the Town and Country Commis-
sion, who spoke concerning the
Building Shares and the situations
benefiting from this money. He al-
so spoke of the efforts of the Town
and Country Commission to help
churches over the Conference in
the program of church finance. Rev.
Harold Spence, pastor at Manila,
presented the District Missions em-
phasis. He urged the use of the
Commissions on Missions in the
local churches.

Rev. J. T. Byrd, pastor at Harris-
burg and District Director of Evan-
gelism, spoke of his trip to Still-
water, Okla. and the Jurisdictional
meeting on evangelism.

Rev. Thurston Masters pastor at
Tyronza, reported on his trip to New
York and the Peace Conference
there. He told of visiting the United
Nations while that body was in ses-
sion. Brother Masters urged District
wide use of the new film on Peace.

Rev. H. J. Couchman, pastor at
Marked Tree, told how his church
carried out the September emphasis
on Church School visitation.

Dr. Ira A. Brumley, Executive
Secretary of the Conference Board
of Education, lifted up the budget
needs of Hendrix College. He spoke
of the importance of the money re-
ceived from the November Special.
Dr. Brumley urged the pastors to as-
sist the administration at Hendrix

_ in recruiting young people to attend

our Church College.

The meeting adjourned to the fel-
lowship hall where the ladies of the
Mt. Carmel Methodist Church serv-
ed a delicious meal. At the noon
meal the ministers and wives honor-
ed Mrs. Holifield on her birthday.

If the official boards of the var-
ious churches in the North Arkan-
sas Conference have not taken of-
ficial action for this worthy cause,
the Rev. Mr. Chalfant requests that
they do so immediately.

Each Church has been asked for
a specific amount 1o aid these
churches with their building pro-
grams.

If there is a church in the Con-
ference that has not been contacted,
please get in touch with your Dis-
trict Superintendent or the Rev. Mr.
Chalfant immediately.

Every Church in the North Ar-
kansas Conference should enjoy
having a part in helping these three
new churches get started. -

Methodist Educators
Make Gen. Conference
Recommendations

Cinicinnati (MI)—A request that
the Methodist Church simplify its
national and regional organizational
structure was embodied in a resolu-
tion acdopted by an exccutive group
attending the denomination’s bien-
nial conference on Christian educa-
tion here, Nov. 8-13.

The proposal was drafted by the
conference’s Commission of Execu-
tive Secretaries and Education Board
presidents, and will be presented as
a memorial (petition) to the Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist
Church when its quadrennial ses-
sions open April 25 in Minneapolis.

The resolution called upon the
General Conference to institute a
study of the functions of all the
boards and agencies of the church,
and draft a plan for the simplifica-
tion of the organizational structure
on the local, conference, jurisdic-
tional and national levels.

The group also recommened legis-
lation requiring a joint annual meet-
ing of the Council of Bishops and
the Council of Secretaries to con-
sider the church’s general program.

A third resolution petitioned the
General Conference to “institute a
study of trends in the life of our
nation and world with a view of as-
certaining the needs the church will
have to face in the years ahead.”

The General Conference also was
asked to hold its future quadrennial
sessions in January or February.

Memorials to the 1956 General
Conference prepared by the educa-
tors’ legislative committee included
the following recommendation:

“That a conference council be
established in every Annual (re-
gional) Conference of the church
for the purpose of correlating the
planning and promotion of programs
and projects . . . the council to be
composed of the re51dent bishop and
his cabinet, representatives of the
conference boards and agencies, and
other administrative officers.”




Thanksgiving To Christmas, 1955

Worldwide Bible Reading

TAKE

11 Universal Bible Sunday

READ

NOVEMBER
24 Thanksgiving ... Psalms 23:1.6
DB, PSQIMS 4631111

b TP POTPPN Psalms 100:1.5

......Matthew 6:1.15

20, Matthew G6:16.34
DECEMBER

B PPN PO PRSP Matthew 7:1-29
2o Matthew 18:1.14
3. ...Matthew 18:15.35

4 Sunday.....e Matthew 22:1.22
B e Matthew 25:1-30
..Matthew 25:31.46

. Mark  12:18-44
.......................................... Luke 7:31.50
...Luke 14:1-14

tuke 14:15-35

How You Can

1.
2.
3.
4.

He commands, obey.

Read thoughtfully, prayerfully an

Seck a personal message, ready to respond t
demns, bow penitently. When He offers light, place your hope

Set apart a definite time each day for serious reading of your Bible.
Read in company with someone else whenever you can.
d slowly. “Not snapshots but time exposures” should be the rule.

o it. Your answer to God’

I Corinthians 13:1.13

12 e luke 10:25.42
13 e i e o LuKe 15:1.10
14 . e e Luke 15:11.32
15 it e o John 3:1.17
16 .o e John 14:1.14
17 e ao o Jobn 14:15-31
18 Sunday ... ...... Romans 8:14-39
19 s e ROMAnNs 12:1.21
20 i e o) JohR 4:1.21
20 . .. i ... dsaiah 9:2.7
22 L e e _Isaiah 11:1.8
23 ... .. .. lsaiah 53:1.12
DY e e John 1:1-18

o5 Christmas ... Matthew 2:1.11
¥or those who will continue read-
ing the Bible the last six days of
the year, these passages are rec-
ommended:

Find Help From Bible Readings

s message is vital. When He con-
on it. When He guides, follow. When

5. Reread verses which strike fire. Copy out a key verse which seems to speak directly to you. Carry
it with you and refer to it throughout the day.—American Bible Society.

[

Cities Study Church Contribution To Family Life

Chicago—(NC)—Three U. S. cities
this year are going to take a
thorough look at what their churches
are doing for families. Community
family life clinics—citywide study
projects—are scheduled for Madi-
son, Wis, Evansville, Ind, and
Oklahoma City,Okla,, Dr. Richard
E. Lentz, director of the family life
department of the National Council
of Churches, has announced.

The clinics will be sponsored by
the councils of churches in the three
cities in cooperation with the Na-
tional Council, and scores of local
family welfare and other civic
agencies will participate.

Chief aim in the three cities will

be the creation of a permanent fam-

ily life program for the councils and
individual churches, Dr. Lentz re-
ported. The first step for each clin-
ic is a six-months’ extensive com-
munity self-study. Incorporating
previous local studies and involving
all community agencies, it provides
the facts on which the churches can
work together on a practical pro-
gram. !

Next, delegates from participating
churches will try, in a three-_day
seminar period, to reach conclusions
on what religion can do for family
life, on family education methods,
on reaching families outside tize
church, and on a community fainily
life program for the churches. F"mal—
ly, by putting together the discus-
sions and the preliminary self-

Page Two

study, the churches and the councils
hope to come up with permanent
programs.

Seminar dates are Oct. 23-26 in
Madison, February 5-8 in Evans-
ville, and May 6-10 in Oklahoma
City.

The clinic pattern was developed
last year in “pilot” projects at Grand
Rapids, Ia., Dayton, O., and Grand
Rapids, Mich.

“What we learned from the first
yvear will be beneficial to us this
year in working out a community
strategy for the church,” Dr. Lentz
pointed out. “We've learned how to
tap community resources for church
programs and how churches and
community agencies can be mutual-
1y self-helpful. Furthermore, we are
discovering an unsuspected interest
in religion and in the churches on
the part of many community leaders
and groups.” ;

The self-study has been expanded
this year to include more data about
the average church-going. {amily
and its habits, such as home wor-
ship, use of leisure time, and atti-
tudes toward the church. Dr. Lentz

said that the 1955-56 clinics will put .

more emphasis on helping churches
to use the resources of their own
communities.

Major results of the 1954-55 clin-
ics, he declared, were

(1) Permanent community family
life programs.

(2) New relationships between

churches and family life agencies,
particularly family welfare, child
welfare, and mental health groups.

(3) Enrichment and stimulation
of the local church family life pro-
gram so as to develop both better
denominational and better commun-
ity resources.

Says Protestants Too
Concerned With Middle Class

Cleveland (RNS) — A prominent
sociologist declared here that Amer-
jcan Protestantism is more concern-
ed with the “safe and secure” seg-
ments of humanity than with the
“cuffering and submerged ones.”

Dr. Ira De A. Reid of Haverford
(Pa.) College made this charge in
an address to the National Confer-
ence on Churches and Social Wel-
fare. )

“QOn the whole,” he said, “Protes-
tant churches have followed the
migration of the middle class and
to a large extent the migrations of
the middle-class mind.”

Dr. Reid told the 1,500 delegates
to the conference, first of its kind,
that Protestantism’s biggest prob-
lem is “how to apply the ideals of
Jesus to a competitive economy
where there are vast inequalities
in conditions and states.”

He said that the Church’s social
welfare program should not com-
pete with professional, organized
work in that field.

C'iting the Church’s “trail-blazing
heritage” in improving human re-
lations, the sociologist said its best
contribution is in the field of “so-

26 oo Matthew 2:12:23
7 . .. Matthew 3:1.17
28 ... . . .....Matthew 4:1.25
29, e s Matthew 8:1-3%
30 s e Matthew 98197
B e Matthew 9:18.38

THE
LIVING
WORD

By DR. LUTHER A, WEIGLE

Chairman Standard Bible Committee,
National Council, The Churches of
Christ in the United States of America

WHEN “LET” MEANS
“HINDER”

If you will turn to your Web-
ster's New International Dictionary
vou will discover that there are two
verbs spelled and pronounced ex-
actly alike, let, which come from
two distinct Anglo-Saxon roots. The
one verb “let” means to hinder, im-
pede or prevent; the other means
just the opposite, 1o permit or al-
low. Both were in current use in
1611; both are used in the Bible and
in Shakespeare. But only the sec-
ond remains a part of living Eng-
lish today; the first survives only as
a noun in the legal phrase “without
let or hindrance” and in the game of
tennis, where anything that inter-
rupts or hinders the game and re-
quires a point to be played again
is called a “let.”

In Shakespeare's Henry V, the
Duke of Burgundy, suing for peace
with England, and speaking of the
ruin that continued war entails,
says:

“my speech entreats

That I may know the let, why

gentle Peacer

Should not expel these inconven-

iences

And bless us with her former

qualities.”
When Hamlet’s friends seek to re-
strain him from following the beck-
oning ghost of his father, he cries:
. “Unhand me, gentlemen.

By heaven, T'll make a ghost of

him that lets me.”

This obsolete use of the verb “let"
appears three times in the King
James Version of the Bible. In
Isaiah 43:13 God speaks through the
prophet: “There is none that can
deliver out of my hand: I will work,
and who shall let it?” The revised
versions have “who can hinder it?”
Paul, writing to the Romans (1:13)
tells that he had “oftentimes pur-
posed” to come to them, but that
he “was let hitherto”; the Revised
Standard Version renders this, “I
have often intended to come to you,
but thus far have been prevented.”

The other occurrence is in 2
Thessalonians 2:6-7, where the King
James Version reads: “And now ye
know what withholdeth that he
might be revealed in his time. For
the mystery of iniquity doth already
work: only he who now letteth will
let, until he be taken out of the
way.” The obscurity of these verses
is increased by the use of the word
“letteth” in verse 7 for the Greek
word which was translated “with-
holdeth” in verse 6. The Revised
Standard Version reads: “And you
kpow what is restraining him now
so that he may be revealed in his
time. For the mystery of lawless-
ness is already at work; only . he
who now restrains it will do so un-

til he is out of the way.”

" cial action.”

«Through social action,” he de-
clared, “the church would seek the
basic truths of religious behavior
in the modern community. It would
resist the blandishments of cheap
Messiahs preaching an easy achijeve-
ment of the Kingdom of earth over-
night, and work for bold experi-
ments in social living.
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A Sunday School Class Makes Possible For
One Little Rock Youth

Education By

Inter-Communication

ENTH grade students at Little Rock Central High School have a
new classmate this year—one who would not be enrolled were it not
for the efforts of the Forum Sunday School Class of Liitle Rock’s
First Methodist Church.

And even now most of the members of that Sophomore Class still
haven’t met this new classmate—in person, that is.

For Robert V. (“Bobby”) Shaw is “attending” classes at home, by
means of an inter-communication system between his living room and three
different classrooms at the high school.

Bobby, who was stricken with polio at the age of 15 months, has never
been able to attend schoolroom classes. He advanced through the ninth
grade studying with home tutors provided by the Exceptional Children’s
School program. .

This year Bobby has been living in a completely new world. When
school began September 6, he became a full-fledged high school student,
enrolling in four classes: English, history, algebra and art. A home tutor
still visits him several times each week to teach the art course, but Bobby
“meots” his other classes with the inter-com outfit. Bobby, who is con-
fined to a wheelchair, lives with his grandmother, Mrs. Cora Smith, at 2608
Boulevard Avenue. :

The communication equipment is the property of the_ Southwestern
Bell Telephone Company and is leased on a monthly basis. The Forum
Class pays for the service just as if it were a telephone bill.

The inter-com system consists of a home speaker, a classroom speaker
and a school amplifier. The home and schooel units are connected by_regular
telephone lines. Bobby’s home is about two miles from Central High.

Special “jacks” have been installed in three classrooms, and the school
speaker is transferred {rom room to room for the different recitation periods
each day. The equipment is rigged so that Bobby hears everything spoken
in the classroom. And when he wishes to recite, or ask a question, he simply
pushes a button and talks into the home speaker unit.

Charles Penney, a high school student living in Bobby’s neighborhood,
has volunteered as a messenger to take Bobby’s homework assignments
to school each day and to return the graded papers to Bobby later. When it
comes to tests, Mrs. Ruth Neal, Bobby’s art teacher and home tutor, is pro-
vided with copies of the examinations which she gives for the other teachers
during her visits to his home. '

And just how is Bobby Shaw doing in school so far?

Miss Laura M. Pedersen, Bobby's history teacher, says he is one of the
top students in her class. Mrs. Elizabeth Huckaby, Bobby’s English teacher,
says the same thing. Mrs. Huckaby said that the English themes Bobby
turns in are unusually interesting “for he has a completely different set of
experiences about which he can write” One of his first themes, she said,
concerned how he felt “attending” real classes for the first time.

Bobby’s biggest problem at the start of the year was algebra for he
had never studied anything like it before, and he couldn’t see the black-
board while his teacher, Mrs. Estelle White, was explaining it to students
in the classroom. This difficulty soon was overcome, however, and Bobby
is now turning in perfect papers in this mathematics course.

In addition to these three classes and the art class taught at home by
Mrs. Neal, Bobby is a member of Mrs. Wlxite’g que room class, which lets
him participate in many extra-curricular activities.

Bobby’s first report card, at the end of six weeks, contained A’s in
each of his four subjects.

Enjoys Classmates

Perhaps the thing Bobby Shaw enjoys most about school this year is
that for the first time in his life he has some classmates. He has made
friends with a number of the students, simply by hearing their voices.
Sometimes the kids at school gather around the speaker before and after
classes to exchange the latest school gossip. It’s a new type of fellowship
for both Bobby and the other youngsters.

During classes students who are reciting have been requested to stand
near the inter-com speaker, sO Bobby can hear them. One day, in history
class, a student arose beside his desk to read a paper. He suddenly realized
his mistake ang proceeded to the front of the room, near the speaker. “I'm
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Article and Photo

By Jim Greene

Robert V. (“Bobby”) Shaw, polio victim who “attends” classes at Little
Rock Central High School by means of an inter-communication system over
telephone lines, is visited by members of the First Methodist Church Forum
Sunday School Class, sponsors of this particular educational program. With
Bobby in the picture (left to right, standing) are his grandmother, Mrs.
Cora Smith, and Jerry and C. L. Jones. Jerry was president of the Forum
Class until succeeded by her husband in October.

SOITY you couldn’t hear me, Bobby,” he apologized, and then began all over
again.

Various students have volunteered to carry the speaker from room to
room between classes. One of these students, while walking down the
corridor one day, was asked what that gadget was he had in his hand.
“IOh, that’s Bobby Shaw,” he remarked. “I'm carrying him to his next
class.”

Tape-Becorded Notes

Bobby happens to own a home tape recorder that was a birthday gift
two years ago. This has proved to be an invaluable accessory to his school
work. He quite often places his recorder microphone near the inter-com
speaker and can record an entire classroom session.

This comes in handy for two reasons: (1) It's an easy way to take
notes when the teacher is lecturing; and (2) If Bobby misses a remark

spoken in the classroom he can play back the tape and quite often learn
what was said.

Long-Range Planning

The plans for sponsoring Bobby's inter-com system were begun by the
Forum Class as early as last January. At that time, the class learned that
the Little Rock Pilot Club was sponsoring such a system for George Poly-
chron of 112 South Pine Street, also physically unablé to attend classes.
George was in the 10th grade at the time. -

One member of the class knew of Bobby Shaw and suggested that he
might qualify for the same educational program, as he was due to be in
the tenth grade come September. A committee was assigned to work on
the project, which became a reality in September. Since George is now in
the 11th grade, some of the 10th grade classrooms wired especially for him
last year were available to Bobby this year. George and Bobby have heard

- a lot about each other, but they have never met.

The Forum Class committee reported that it received splendid cooper-
ation from the school authorities in okaying this unique form of education,
and also from the telephone company which had its equipment installed
and in operation by the opening day of the fall semester.

Members of the Forum Class had been looking for some worthwhile
project to sponsor, and when the Bobby Shaw case was brought to their
attention, it was “made to order.” Present plans call for seeing the project
through until the day of Bobby’s graduation.

Other $unda_y Schpol classes or groups which have been searching for
worthy projects in their respective communities might take a tip from this

young adult class of Little Rock’s First Church. Who knows? Maybe there’s._

some youngster in your town who could “attend” school with an inter-
com, :
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Editorial

Pictures Grom Ghe Upper Room

UR office has just received a copy of a booklet published by

The Upper Room, at Nashville, which contains the rcpro-

duction, in full color, of twenty-cight great masterpicces
of religious paintings.

These pictures, in about the size they appeared in the Upper
Room, are the samc as were used on the cover page of The Up-
per Room. With each picture in the booklet will be-found the in-
terpretation of the picture. These interpretations also ran with
cach picture in the Upper Room.

This booklet may be ordered from The Upper Room, 1908
Grand Avenue, Nashville 5, Tenn. The price of the booklet is 50c
per copy. Users of The Upper Room will likely want, under the
same cover, these beautiful reproductions. The booklet would also
be appreciated by our friends as a gift.

Gime Go Stop Gambling In Arkansas

FORCE of circumstances has combined in Arkansas which

gives the better citizenship of the state a good opportunity

to stop legalized gambling in Arkansas—a thing that should
never had a beginning in our state.

The shameful brazen conduct of the promoters of dog racing in
Eastern Arkansas has created a wave of resentment throughout
the state that is long overdue. The muddle over horse racing at
Hot Springs, which has caused highpowered eastern gamblers
to “throw their hats in the ring” baiting Arkansas with some
casy money promises, is evidence of the fact that somebody carries
out of Arkansas many millions of dollars as a result of horse
racing here else these professional gamblers would not be willing
to invest some millions to get started.

Along with this unfavorable publicity legalized gambling has
brought on itself, we have a movement, led by the Baptist State
Convention, to initiate an act in the next election making pari-
mutuel betting illegal in Arkansas. That is the best hews on the
question we have heard lately. We believe that our Baptist friends
will have the whole-hearted support and cooperation of The Meth-
odist Church and other churches in the state in this worthy cause.

The state of Arkansas, like most of the states of the nation,
recognizes that gambling is morally and economically wrong and,
with one exception, its laws forbid gambling of any kind by any-
body anywhere.

That glaring, shameful, inconsistent exception is found when
Arkansas, by fiat of law, attempts to set aside a recognized moral
law in order to clothe gambling on racing, at special periods,
with a form of legality and respectability. To make the mockery
even more disgraceful, Arkansas shares in the proceeds accruing
from this special dispensation for gamblers.

When a sovereign states uses its laws to create for itself and
its gambling partners a monopoly on gambling profits it has put
its laws to a very disreputable use. The only serious attempt
to justify this shameful, inexcusable, alliance of Arkansas with
the gambling racket rests on the argument that it is a revenue-
producing expedient. We shame ourselves before our children
when we are willing to use the proceeds from gambling to aid
in their education. Such a compromising misuse of law can easily
create a contempt for law. Christian people should use the op-
portunity we now have to rid our state and ourselves ‘of the
curse legalized gambling brings.

World-Wide <Bible Reading-
Now Until Christmas

LSEWHERE in this issue is found materials related to the an-
nual Thanksgiving to Christmas World-wide Bible reading
prégram sponsored by the American Bible Society. The
program provides for the reading by Christians of 40 nations of
identical passages of the Bible each day. ABS leaders point out
that the selections each year are based on a nationwide poll of

ministers with a passage suggested for cach day of the Thanks-
giving to Christmas period. The suggested passages are listed in
this issue. B

There is a new interest in the Scriptures today and those res-
ponsible for this trend are to be commended for their concern
at this point. The Scriptures are indeed the textbook of the Chris-
tian’s faith and a personal acquaintance with the Holy Bible is
nccessary for the fuller realization of the Christian life. We com-
mend to you this annual program. What better preparation could
there be for the observance of the birthday of our Lord?

What Would A Father Say?

" 7 E have been following the course of the fate of a condemned
man in a neighboring state scheduled to die last week after
having been convicted of the slaying of a detective. We

know nothing about the history of the case which resulted in the
death sentence. What provoked our interest was the account of the
proposed visit with the condemned man by his father. It seems that
the father has been in and out of another state’s prison, and is pre-
sently awaiting trial on burglary charges. The condemned man’s
mother is now serving a long term for the murder of her third
husband. Two other close relatives of the condemned man are now
inmates in Texas prisons.

The father had requested and received permission to visit his
son, and made the visit in company with the sheriff and a deputy
sheriff of the county where he is being held for trial.

What does a father say to his son under such circumstances as
have been outlined above? One could imagine that if a father
had done his duty and provided the kind of home life that leads
to a mature, responsible, creative life for his children, the father
even though broken by his son’s fate, would be able to help
him face the stark reality of death.On the other hand, such a visit
could possibly be the means of bringing a father and son together
as they became possessed of a common realization that each had
missed the way. Just what the visit was, is of course, their own
business. Our interest stems from the family background that un-

. doubtedly influenced the son to a crime against society. All parents

bear, in a measure, a degree of responsibility for their children,
even as their parents before them help to determine their lives.
The visit referred to above is most exceptional but it helps to
point up the responsibility that those who make homes must ac-
cept, whether they want to or not.

Incidentally, the condemned man received a reprieve within a
dozen hours of his scheduled execution so that the courts may con-
sider new evidence related to his case. Whatever his ultimate fate
may be, time cannot erase the environmental influence of his home
life as a child, and every child is entitled to care, love, apprecia-
tion, and guidance until the age of maturity.
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A Lift For Living By Ralpi W. Bockman

PRIDE OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY

No doubt all of us are familiar with the expression “the handwriting on

the wall.” It has a sobering sound. When we say a person has scen “the
handwriting on the wall,” we mean he has seen the sign of divine judgment
on what he is doing. It implies the beginning of the end.
T AT T We may not all know the origin of it in the story of
Belshazzar’s feast. Belshazzar was the son of Nebuchad-
nezzar, the powerful Babylonian king who, in the sixth
century before Christ, captured Jerusalem and carried
away many hostages and much treasure. Nebuchad-
nezzar attained such power that the castern world trem-
bled at his step. But his later years were pathetic. His
power slipped; he becane senile, and his end was in-
glorious. .

Belshazzar, his son, learned nothing {rom his fath-
er's fall. His own head was turned with vanity when

; I lie ascended the royal throne. One day he made a great
feast for his courtiers. Drunk with power, he ordered to have brought the
sacred vessels which his father, Nebuchadnezzar, had carried away from
the temple at Jerusalem. From these temple vessels he and his riotous
party drank frecly and further debauched themselves.

Then the record in the Book of Daniel is that there appeared a hand-
writing on the wall. The king became {rightened and summoned his sooth-
sayers lo interpret the writing. When they were unable to translate it,
Danicl was called. Among the words which he saw there was this senternce:
“Thou are weighed in the balance and art found wanting.”

Consider the verdict pronounced on Belshazzar. That verdict was
based on three charges in the indictment which Daniel brought against the

b £ s O

the Lord. He had scen the fate of his father, but he had not learned humil-
ity. He was guilty of the pride of self-sufficiency.

In listing the seven deadly sins the church fathers put pride first. At
first we may be inclined to wonder at this, for pride is not “a monster of
such frightful micen as to be hated needs but to be seen.” Pride is not a
vicious sin like murder, or a shabby sin like lust. It does not look very
deadly, and therein lies part of its deadliness.

It is the poisonous combination of some quite wholesome qualities.
We cncourage pride in one’s work as a spur to achievement. We encourage
belief in oneselfl as a cure for inferiority. We encourage self-reliance as a
reeipe for independence and individual enterprise. Then, alas, these good
traits can so easily be perverted into a self-sufficiency which deadens the
nerve that deteets sin and hardens the arteries that feed virtue. Pride
may begin as a wholesome stimulant and then go on to become a deadly
drug.

The very virtues which make for material progress become the pride
of sclf-sufficieney, until men think they can get along without God. And
when a nation tries to get along without God, it gets a dictator. And this
pride of sclf-sufficiency pervades all modern culture. We count ourselves
so clever, we do not feel the need of God. Dazzled by man's inventions,
riding on man-made trains, driving man-made motors, counting on man’s
political science to solve our social ills and man’s medical science to cure
our bodily pains—we feel no daily dependence on God.

Our forefathers lived closer to the soil. They were directly dependent
on God’s rain, God’s sun, God's good carth. They planted; God gave the
increase. Yes, the machine age with all the blessings it has brought, has
lessened our sense of dependence on God, and thereby has encouraged the
pride of self-sufficiency.

Such pride can be broken by the “shock treatment.” Danger or disaster
can shake us out of our self-sufficiency. In the spring of 1940 when Hitler
was at the gates of France, Parisians flocked to prayer. But why wait
for crashes to bring us to our knees?

- e

king. I shall deal with only onc of them.

The first charge was this: Belshazzar had not humbled himself before

of self-sufficiency.

Daily sclf-examination, love and prayer will keep us from the pride

The

Layman’s Column

By

Charles A. Stuck

Lay Leader

North Arkansas Conference

TO SEEK AND TO SAVE

Zacchaeus was a runt. Physically he was so
short that when Jesus passed by, he had to climb
a tree to sce the Master. Spiritually he was a
runt also. He was a tax collector and he was rich.
That simply meant that he squeczed cvery mite
out of the luckless taxpayer who came to his
office. Money was moncy to Zacchacus. They
paid it to him or clse.

Then it happened. Jesus was walking by
and called the runt down from the trec. “Come
down, Zacchacus, I'm taking dinner with you to-
day.” They walked down the strect together to
the taxpayer’s house, where Jesus went in and
spent several hours visiting and talking. Right
then was when the tongues began to wag. Imag-
ine anybody staying with that grasping little
skinflint! Why doesn’t he spend his time with
the good people instead of hypocrites like that?
Jesus doesn’t have too good a name anyway.
He certainly will not be respected as long as he
hangs around with sinners.

But Jesus was at work in Zacchaeus’ house.
He saw the possibilities of this small man to
grow up spiritually, even though he might re-
main small physically. Jesus must have talked
seriously with the tax collector for several hours.
The results are a matter of record. Read Luke
19:1-10. Zacchaeus dedicated half of his wealth

. not just a “donation”. . . to help the needy.
In addition he pledged to restore four times any
unjust taxes he had charged.

What caused such a change in the life of
this man? Jesus explained it in the 10th verse.
“The Son of man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost,” Jesus said. Jesus sought out
Zacchaeus because the man was not attending
church on his own power. In order to be saved,
he had to be reached first. Christianity is dedi-
cated to the task of saving the world, but too
many of us want to do the saving while sitting
by our television sets, or while sitting comfort-
ably in our church pews. The gospel must be
preached or lived out where the sinners are if
We are to bring sinners into the kingdom. If we
are t0o good to seek them, then the Church will
continue to be cold and unresponsive to the
needs of men.
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TIIE IIOLY EARTH AND
LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY

Dr. Liberty Hyde Bailey, Cornell's great
agricultural leader and philosopher, died re-
cently at the age of 96. From his teaching and
writing stems much of our modern thought on
the sacredness of all of life, and the unity of
man, soil, and universe. As a naturalist-Phi-
losopher he stands with Burroughs and Thoreau;
as a scientist he is the peer of cither. From his
basic writing, “The Iloly Earth,” we quote
some paragraphs that are perhaps even more
pertinent to our day than when they were writ-
ten:

“I had been impressed again on long jour-
neys with the majesty and fertility of the wa-
ters. I was not thinking of land alone. The sea
is the larger part of the earth. I had in mind
the planet on which men live. The planet is
part of a program we do not comprehend but in
which we may partake. We manipulate the sur-
face of the earth for good or for ill. We must
keep and protect the heritage for the millions
who are to come after us. This is a moral ob-
ligation. . .

“So bountiful hath been the earth and so
securely have we drawn from it our substance
that we have taken it all for granted as if it
were only a gift, and with little care or con-
scious thought of the consequences of our use
of it; nor have we very much considered the
essential relation that we bear to it as living
parts in the vast creation. ..

“Science but increases the mystery of the
unknown and enlarges the boundaries of the
spiritual vision. To feel that one is a useful and
co-operating part in nature is to give one kin-
ship, and to open the mind to the great resourc-
es and the high enthusiasm. Here arise the fun-
damental common relations. Here arise also
the great emotions and conceptions of sublimity
and grandeur, of majesty and awe, the uplift
of vast desires — when one contemplates, the
carth and the universe and desires to take
them into the soul and to express oneself in
their terms; and here also the responsible prac-
tices of life take root. ..

“All life contends, sometimes ferociously but

more often bloodlessly and benignly, and the
contention results in momentary cquilibrium,
onc set of contestants balancing another; but
every change in the outward conditions destroys
the equation and a new status results. Of all the
disturbing living factors, man is the greatest. He
sets mighty changes going, destroying forests,
upturning the sleeping prairies, flooding the
deserts, deflecling the courses of the rivers,
building great cities.

“We seem to have overlooked the goodness
of the earth in the establishing of our affairs, and
even in our philosophies. It is reserved as a
theme for preachers and for poets. And yet,
the goodness of the planet is the basic fact in our
existence. I am not speaking of good in an ab-
stract way, in the sense in which some of us
suppose the creator to have expressed himself
as pleased or satisfied with his work. The earth
is good in itself, and its products are good in
themselves. The earth sustains all things. It sat-
isfles. It matters not whether this satisfaction
is the result of adaptation in the process of
evolution; the fact remains that the creation is
good . ..

“The sacredness to us of the earth is in-
trinsic and inherent. It lies in our necessary re-
lationship and in the duty imposed upon us to
have dominion, and to exercise ourselves even
against our own interests. We may not waste
mat which is not ours. To live in sincere rela-
tions with the company of created things and
with conscious regard for the support of all men
now and yet to come, must be of the essence of
righteousness. This is a larger and more original
relation than the modern attitude of appreciation
and admiration of nature.”

HOW TO WORK FOR PEACE

Our tendency is to wish for peace, to hope
for peace, but not necessarily to make peace.
How may we work for peace today? Where four
or five gather together in a little interracial
group in a community to discover plans to bring
about better understanding and cooperation—in-
stead of bitterness, hate and violence—there are
the seeds of peace. In justice there is new hope
for peace. Where letters express to lawmakers
the desire for long-term Christian legislation
rather than acts of political expediency or pres-
sure, the power of a Christian constituency
makes itself felt in the laws of the land. Wher-
ever we find individuals or groups working to
bring about better understanding, they are wit-
nesses of His way. When we use our influence
to support the U.M. as an agency working for
better understanding as an open forum of the
nations, when we work at problems of drink in

- our communities or give of our time and energy

to help our own under-privileged groups, we are
witnesses of the Way.—Mrs. J. F. Tillman
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The Methodist General Conference And

The Central Jurisdiction

HAT to do about the Cen-
tral Jurisdiction will be
the most crucial and the

most troublesome issue
before the next General Conference
of The Methodist Church.

Three Groups of Delegatoes

There will be three groups of
delegates in the General Conference
with respect to it. First, there will
be the extremists on one side who
want to abolish the Central Juris-
diction at once. Seccond, there will
be extremists on the other side who
think the Church can ignore the
movement in history toward deseg-
regation and who will contend that
the Central Jurisdiction should be
retained permanently. Third, there
will be a large body of the dele-
gatds, white and colored, who will
stand on middle ground. The
Church’s hope lies in this group for
a calm and courageous considera-
tion of this problem. -

Central Jurisdiction
Change Constitutional

In the minds of many this prob-
Jem is being over-simplified. Some
seem to think that the General Con-
ference itself can, if it will, abolish
the Central Jurisdiction. Actually
this can only be accomplished by
a change in the constitution of the
Church. The General Conference
can by a two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting begin
the process of change but it can-
not complete it because a constitu-
tional change requires a “two-thirds
vote of all the members of the sev-
eral annual conferences.” It is ob-
vious therefore that such a change
cannot be made in less than two
years even if it should be initiated
by the General Conference of 1956,
which is doubtful.

Central Jurisdiction And

Segregation Not Synomomous

In the second place, there ‘are
those who over-simplify the prob-
lem by assuming that the Central
Jurisdiction and segregation are al-
most synonomous terms: If we can
get the Central Jurisdiction out of
the organizational structure of the
Church, they say, we have gone
a long way toward eliminating seg-
regation. Actually, if+ we do Do
more than eliminate the Central
Jurisdiction we will merely be back
where the Methodist Episcopal
Church was prior to uriification. In
fact, it would be well in my judg-
ment, for delegates to the Generzfll
Conference to study the historic
background of the Negro in tT}e
Methodist churches which united in
1940.

* Dr. Schisler has been Executive Secre-
Eai'y of the General Board of Education’s
Division of The Local Church. He is a
native of Arkansas and a former member
of the North Arkansas Conference.
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By John Q. Schisler ¢

Historical Background

Some Methodists have erronedus
notions about the relations of the
Negro in the uniting churches prior
to union. There are Methodists who
think that segregation came into
The Methodist Church with union
in 1940. They do not know, at least
they do not recognize, that segre-
gation existed both in the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church and in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South
prior to union. The Negro was a
member of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church but he was, for the most
part, segregated, having his own
local church, his own district, and
his own annual conference. For ex-
ample, prior to union, there were
two annual conferences of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in cer-
tain states, one colored, one white.
The same is true in The Methodist
Church today and eliminating the
Central Jurisdiction will not nec-
essarily affect it. So far as the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South was
concerned, the Negro was also seg-
regated but in a different way.
Negroes were members of the local
churches in that church until about
1870 when the Negro members
were, with their consent and co-op-
eration, constituted an autonomous
church, namely the Colored Metho-
dist Episcopal Church (now the
Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church). .

The plan of union under which
The Methodist Church came into
being simply extended by one step
the pattern of segregation wHhich
was in the Methodist Episcopal
Church prior to 1940. The plan ig-
nored the Colored Methodist Epis-~
copal Church entirely. The plan of
union so far as the status of the
Negro in the Church is concerned
was a much more radical departure
for the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South than it was for the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church. This is a fact
which many speakers and writers
on this subject fail to understand, or
at least recognize.

Many Other Questions Involved

In the third place, this issue is
really a bundle of problems in
which the elimination of the Cen-
tral Jurisdiction is only one. Some
of the other problems tied up in
this bundle stated in the form of
questions are these:

If the Central
eliminated

1. Who will elect the Negro bish-
ops, indeed what must be done to
make certain the election of Neg-
roes as bishops?

2. Will the Negro annual con-
ferences be retained or will Negro
church and Negro preachers be
merged into other annual confer-
ences?

Jurisdiction is

3. How will the Negro colleges
be affected?

4. Should assembly grounds,
camps and various summer confer-
ences become inter-racial, and if so,
when?

Possible General Conference
Action

In the light of these considera-
tions, the General Conference
would do well, it seems to me, first,
to reiterate the position on segrega-
tion which was affirmed in the
episcopal address of 1952, and, sec-
ond, set up a strong commission
charged with responsibility for
working on these several problems
and for bringing recommendations
to the General Conference of 1960.
Four years is indeed a brief span
of time for studying these prob-
lems which lie deep in the mores
of the people and in the history of
the Church. Right solutions of these
problems cannot be found in im-
patient enthusiasts. They require
the wisdom and patience of
thoughtful Christian men and wo-
men who will labor long for solu-
tions that will be successful and
permanent.

The great body of Methodists ac-
cepted the plan of union in good
faith, though a small minority has
been unhappy all along. This min-
ority has now been somewhat in-
creased in the South as a result of
the agitation resulting from the
Supreme Court decision in regard
to segregation in the schools. There
are those among the former mem-
bers of the WMethodist Episcopal
Church, including many Negroes,
who have naver been satisfied with
the status of the Negro in The
Methodist Church. Other aspects of
Methodist .union have met with
deep satisfaction and approval by
the vast majority of our people and
there is a wonderful spirit of un-
jty among Methodists in all parts
of the country in the many and var-
jed aspects of our church life. We
need to remember that the whole
Church and not just this or that
segment must take an advanced
position in regard to segregation.
Actually, many youth and young
adults in the church have been go-
ing through a process of soul
searching and mind changing as a
result of the teachings in our
church schools and in the Woman’s
Society of Christian Service. Pro-
gress is being made in many plac-
cs, South as well as North. The
problem of a Central Jurisdiction
is a vexing one, but The Methodist
Church will solve it. The problem
of segregation is even a more vex-
ing one, but in time i, too, will
be solved because tomorrow be-
longs to youth and our youth to-
day are earnestly seeking to know
God’s will and to do it, and they
will find the right way ahead.

THE
BROADCASTER

J. Danlel Barren
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The mark of a “ham” in any
field of human activity, I've been
told, is that he over-does what he
does.

Mind you, now, I do not call the
general boards and agencies “hams,”
but I merely note that some of their
mailings bring up the subject in
my mind.

This very morning, for instance,
I opened a large envelope from one
of them and booklets, leaflets, fly-
ers and the like, fell out for five
minutes (exaggerated like every-
body does who makes a point).

I sympathize with these boards
and agencies, for they have so much
to tell us and it costs so much to do
so—one thing at a time. So the de-
luges.

I've done it — and so have you,
it you have sought to communicate
important matters to masses by
mail.

But it is futile. It is sad but so.
The average mind is sure as shootin’
to stack the volumninous materials
on the desk, with the intention of
looking it over later. But before he
gets around to looking at it, he has
stacked another mailing or two on
top of it.

Then one day, weeks later, when
he has an unusually large number
of things he ought to be doing, he
clears off that desk. It is with a
sigh of relief that he finds, upon
glancing through it, that most of
the materials on all sorts of things
now are out of date!

Watch how skilled advertisers go
about mass communication quite
another way. Here, for example, is
Cadillac’s ad in Time magazine.
One page, costing thousands of dol-
lars, has on it a picture-of the front
half of a Cadallac and a small
trademark and four words. This is
followed with a double-page dis-
play of two cars. On one of these
pages are ten words. On the other
page are seven one-sentence para-
graphs. . .

Skilled advertisers do not “ham.”
Why? Because they want their stuff
read now; not filed.

Listen to Theodore Ferris on the
Episcopal Hour and you will hear
a man doing with Christian worship
what Cadillac is doing with business
advertising.

Sockman Hits "Peace Of
Mind’ Christianity

Evanston, I1l. (RNS) — Dr. Ralph
W. Sockman, in a lecture here, crit-
icized “peace of mind” Christian-
ity. -

“Current preaching,” the New
York Methodist minister said,
“tends to emphasize Christianity as
security rather than Christ as Savy-
iour, but real peace of mind results
from adjustment to God, not an ad-
justment to the passing flux and
change.”

“This is an age of specialists’ Dr.
Sockman said, “and because of our
over-specialization, we need to bring
through the gospel a sense of the
wholeness of life. We must close
the gap between the pronounce-
ments of our church and the practice
of our church members.”

“Know-how is not as important
as know-why,” he added.
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The National
Conference On
Christian Education

Cincinnati—More than 800 Meth-
odist educators attended the de-
nomination’s eleventh national con-
ference on Christian education here
Nov. 8-13, exceeding by nearly 200
the previous largest attendance.

In addition to staff members of
the Methodist Board of Education
headquarters in  Nashville, the
group numbered executive secretar-
ies and presidents of conference
boards »f education; conference and
area directors of adult, youth and
children’s work; local church direc-
tors of Christian education, teach-
ers of religion in colleges and sem-
inaries, and staff representatives of
other general boards and agencies
of the church. :

“Foundations for Christian Liv-
ing in Today’s World” was the con-
ference theme as the delegates ex-
plored educational processes in gen-
eral assembly and group meetings,
marked by panels, individual
speakers and buzz sessions.

The keynote speaker was Bishop
Lloyd C. Wicke of Pittsburgh, who
gave a series of five addresses bas-
ed on the conference theme.

“Your mandate and mine is to
be faithful even unto the utter-
most to the building of the King-
dom,” Bishop Wicke told the group.

Christianity declares, he said,
that “God has a purpose which he
is working out in life, a purpose
which embraces every living soul.
How many of us believe we live in
a kindgom in which our behavior
makes a difference to all eternity,
and how many of our pupils—be-
cause of us—are led to share the
belief?”

Current work and quadrennial
plans of the Board of Education
were reviewed by the divisional ex-
ecutive secretaries — Dr. John O.
Gross, educational institutions; Df.
Henry M. Bullock, church school
publications, and Dr. Leon M. Ad_-
kins, local church, assisted by his
predecessor, Dr. John Q. Schisler.

The Rev. Homer N. Clark of

Pittsburgh, outgoing president of
the conference, presided at general
sessions. His successor for the next
two years is the Rev. Howard A.
Bailey of Yeadon, Pa.

Mrs. Estelle Blanton Barber, Da}
las, Texas, was elected vice presi-
dent and Miss Florence Teague,
Nashville, was re-elected secretary-
treasurer.

Unearth Fifth Century
Church In Bulgaria

Belgrade (RNS)—Scientists of the
Archelological Museum at Plovdiv,
Bulgaria, report the discovery at
the nearby village of Komatevo of
the foundations of a large three-
aisled early Christian church dat-
Ing from the fifth century.

The church lies in the center of
2 forther Thracian settlement.
Archeologists have found stone
pedestals for a row of pillaI‘S n

the nave, and have traced the posi- .

tion of the three aisles, @ baptistry,
and an epse at the east end. )
Excavation work at the site will
be resumed jn the spring. The find-
Ngs may prove of great value In
Studying the culture of the Thrac-
lans who jnhabited the area of
Plovdiv—then called Philipopolis—
before the arrival of the Bulgars
during the geventh century.
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THE RURAL CHURCH SPEAKS TO
GENERAL CONFERENCE

From the leaders of the town and
and country churches of Methodism
across the nation, a score or more
of “memorials” will be presented to
the denomination’s General Confer-
ence in 1956. These “memorials’—
growing out of discussions and de-
cisions at the recent National Mceth-
odist Town and Country Conference
in Bloomington, Ind.—will ask cer-
tain changes in Methodist procedures
and programs to help meet needs
peculiar to the smaller churches.
These proposals, {rom the various
“study groups” of the Confcrence,
have been sumarized by the Rev.
Glenn Sanford, secretary.

One memorial will ask the Gen-
eral Conference to “make available
funds with which rural church work
might be initiated in colleges that
do not now have such programs.”
This program also calls for the
“strengthening” of what both sem-
inaries and some colleges are now
doing to minister in rural commun-
ities—sending out students for the
ministry, under supervision, to
preach and teach in churches that
would otherwise be pastorless.

In the area of local church organ-

ization, certain definite changes will
be urged in the Discipline affecting
the work of the annual conference
Town and Country Commission: to
redefine the duties of the Commis-
sion and of its secretary; to give al-
ternative plans for membership on
the Commission; to outline pro-
cedures for Commission cooperation
with community agencies, and with
other conference agencies.

Another “study group” made sev-
eral recommendations that will be
forwarded to the General Confer-
ence for possible legislation: that
Town and Country Church Depart-
ments be established in every Meth-
odist college and university; that
wherever possible a town or city
church be urged to work with a
rural church in its area; that the
General Boards of Missions and of
Education plan together “to set up
a Youth Missionary Education and
Cultivation Crusade each summer,
using a team composed of college
students and a national or mission-
ary on furlough.”

Define Community Service

Perhaps the General Conference
will want to act upon the suggestion
of a group which found that though
“the church’s main task is religious
and spiritual,” it has, however, “a
responsibility to help build social
and cultural patterns in the com-
munity.” The group said: “We would
like to suggest that the Church,
through study by skilled technicians
and social scientists who are also
trained clergy and devoted laymen,
make a pronouncement which will
clarify and to a measure define the
responsiblity of the local church to
its community at large.”

A group that felt that the pas-
tor's salary is not a proper basis
for determining General and Annual
Conference askings, or the making
of apportionments, is memoralizing
the General Conference “to ask the
Council on World Service and
Finance to make a study of the var-
ious ways that the general, annual
conference, and district asking are
distributed to the local churches,
and to make this study available to
the conferences.”

Another group is asking the Gen-
eral Conference “to call upon the
appropriate boards and agencies to

prepare adequate materials on
“Food, Land, and the World Situa-
tion' for distribution in all the lo-
cal churches of Methodism.” This
group was concerned with the
growth of world population, the de-
crease of acreage under cultivation,
and the increasing demand for more
food and more raw materials.

Would Revise Hymnal

The Methodist Hymnal (issued in
1932) is Yone of the richest re-
sources in the worship of our
Church,” said a group studying this
subject; but it is now about time
for its revision. “The addition of
more and better children’s hymns
would make it more acceptable in
the younger classes of the church
school,” they said. ‘‘More rural
hymns, more hymns of confession,
and more hymns related to the min-
istry of Jesus could well be added.
The best of the gospel songs should
be included.” This group also sug-
gested that only the ritual of the
Lord’s Supper be retained in the
Hymanal, all others parts of the ritual
(scldom used by the congregation)
being placed in Discipline and in
the Boolk of Worship. It also re-
quested the General Conference:

“To recommend to the Comiittee
on the IIymnal that an accurate
poll be taken of a large representa-
tive cross-section of the Methodist
ministry and laity regarding the
hymns and gospel songs most used
and best loved by our people, that
these may be seriously considered
for the new volume; to appoint a
more representative cross-section of
the active ministry and laity on its
Committee on the Hymnal, so that
the Hymnal may be more a volume
by and of the people.”

The Section of Church Extension
(Board of Missions) found favor
with the group wrestling with the
need for new church structures in
villages and rural arcas. The Sec-
tion was commended for what it
has already done, especially in the
raising of funds and in counselling
in church building; and it was
recommended to the General Con-
ference that “the necessary funds
be provided to enable the Section
of Church Extension to expand its
staff and, therefore, its service to
the Church.”

In discussions on the need for
leadership in the work of the rural
church, there was agreement that
more reliance will have to be placed
upon trained laymen and upon cap-
able women. The program of lay
speakers, where lay preachers are
not available, was commended, and
it was suggested that the Church
provide training courses and classes
for such laymen, with credits, di-
plomas, etc. It was also said that
more women are needed as deacon-
essess in the rural and village
churches; and that strong urban or
town churches should take respon-
sibility in helping nearby smaller
and weaker churches, especially in
isolated rural areas — perhaps by
providing laymen to lead services,
etc.

Group Minisiry Favored

A study was made of the various
ways through which the Methodist
Church (and other churches) has at-
tempted to deploy its limited min-
isterial manpower to serve the larg-
est number of people in rural fields:
the Larger Parish, either denomin-
ational or interdenominational; the
Group Ministry; the Yoked Field;

the Federated Church; and District
Zone Organizations. While values
were found in all these plans, in
local situations, the so-called Group
Ministry Plan was found “the most
workable and adaptable plan for
the Methodist Church.,” Said the
study group:

“The definition most satisfying
was that the Group Ministry is a
voluntary plan of cooperation of
pastors and churches in a natural
area to make better use of minister-
ial and lay leadership. It is flex-
ible. . . .

“It was discovered that many
Groups are now working in a fine
way on this plan. Some of them
work on county lines, covering as
much as a whole district. One con-
ference has already redistricted the
entire conference in order that dis-
tricts may fall along county lines,
thereby making it possible to do
the work by counties. Other groups
are working on what Dr. Aaron
Rapking long ago called ‘the nat-
ural arca lines.

“The purpose of the Group Min-
istry is to give better service to an
arca by {furnishing more frequent
and more adequate worship serv-
ices, by extending parish lines and
responsibilities, by carrying forward
the entire program of the church
through evangelism, youth work,
st ¢ w ardship, Christian education,
women’s work, men’s work, missions
and so forth. In such interim periods
as we now face, with a shortage of
pastors and critical situations in
many small churches, the pastors
of strong churches can help these
struggling congregations. The Group
Ministry is not an easy solution. It
means harder work for the pas-
tor; it means heavier burden for
the-larger congregations. But it al-
so means satisfaction because more
work is done.”

JAPAN CHURCH LEADERS
CONFER ON METHODS

The foreign missionary’s role in
evangelism in a highly industrial-
ized and largely non-Christian
country such as Japan was the prin-
cipal topic discussed at a meeting in
Tokyo in October of missionaries
and Japanese church workers.

Of 83 persons attending the con-
ference on evangelistic cooperation,
37 were missionaries and the re-
mainder members of the United
Church of Christ of Japan (the
Kyodan). Specific suggestions re-
garding the missionary and evangel-
ism, according to conference reports,
included:

Missionaries are encouraged to
use their home as a demonstration
ground for Christian home and fam-
ily life. Inviting couples -into the
missionary home is especially help-
ful when one member of a couple is
not a Christian,

A missionary and an experienced
Japanese pastor should be assigned
as advisors to any person doing
“pioneer evangelism” (working in
an entirely new area where there
is no church).

Missionaries are encouraged to
make careful preparation for doing
evangelistic work among industrial
workers, as such workers have
unique problems.

The new  foreign missionary
should take every chance during his
two years of language study to
learn about the customs and socio-
political conditions of Japan and the
polity, life and problems of the
Christian church, Only in that way,
it was said, could the missionary
make a contribution to the evangel-
istic work of the Japanese church.
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EN CHAMBERS, member of the DBenton
I Mecthodist Church, spoke to the Methodist
Men of the Star City Methodist Church on Mon-
day evening, November 14

D»EV. ALLEN E. HILLIARD, pastor ot the
A Almyra Methodist Church, will preach at
the community Thanksgiving service which will
be held at the Baptist Church.

RS. W. F. BATES, Little Rock Conference

Director of Children’s Work, taught a Train-
ing School coursc on “How to Improve the
Church School,” at Almyra last week.

rmHE FILM, “Our Bible, How It Came To Us,”
will be shown at the First Methodist Church,

exarkana, on three successive Sunday cvenings,

November 27, December 4 and December 11

HE NETTLETON METIHODIST CHURCH,
Rev. Earl B. Carter, pastor, will have a
church building fund campaign {from November
25 through December 16 with a goal of $55,000.

EV. W. A. DOWNUM, pastor of the Midland
W Ilcights Methodist Church, Ft. Smith, was
the speaker at the meeting of the Methodist
Men's Club of the Bentonville Methodist Church
on Tuesday evening, November 15.

R. MARX J. PALES, minister- of music at
D Central Methodist Church, Fayetteville, was
presented in a violin recital at the Fine Arts
Building on the University of Arkansas campus
on Sunday afternoon, November 20.

R. W. NEILL HART, district superintendent
D of the Camden District, will be the speaker
at the Methodist Men’s dinner at the Jackson
Street Methodist Church, Magnolia, on Thurs-
day evening, December 15, Dr. Hart will speak
on “Home and Family Life.”

EV. JAMES R. SHELTON, associate pastor of
R the Pulaski Heights Methodist Church, Little
Rock, was the speaker at the Thanksgiving serv-
ice held by the United Christian Youth Council
of Little Rock at the Second Presbyterian Church
on Sunday afternoon, November 20.

RS. H. D. WOMACK, wife of the pastor of
ﬁﬁ the Rogers Methodist Church, taught the
course, ‘‘The Christian Mission in a Revolu-
tionary World” at the Peca Ridge Methodist
Church, closing on November 9. Rev. C. H.
Harvison is pastor at Pca Ridge.

FPEV. CHARLIE V. MASHBURN, who was
i:\ transferred from the Little Rock Conference
and was assigned to the Laton and Riverbend
Charge in the California-Nevada Conference,
writes that his new address is P. O. Box 48,

Laton, California.

HE BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN for the
Hughes Methodist Church showed at the
first check-up meeting on Monday evening,
November 14, that approximately two-thirds of
the cash goal for this year had been reached
with more cards yet to be reported. Rev. Elmus

C. Brown is pastor.

DINNER will be given by the Official Board
and the Commission on Evangelism of the
First Methodist Church, Searcy, on Tuesday
evening, November 29, in honor of the members
who have been received into t}}e church since
June 1. Rev. Alvin C. Murray 1s pastor of the

church.

HE BENTONVILLE METHODIST CHURCH
T will celebrate its 125th anniver;ary bfggin_
ning on Sunday, November 27. Services will pe
held each evening through December 4 with
former pastors and those who have gone into
the ministry from the church le_admg in the
gervices. Rev. Martin Bierbaum 1s pastor.

EV. E. K. SEWELL, retired member‘of the
R North Arkansas Confqrence who Ilyes at
Osceola, was given a surprise paf‘ty on his 86th
birthday by the Methodist Men’s Club of the
Osceola Methodist Church. Pradford Govan was
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moderator for the program which was in the

* form of the TV show, “This is Your Life.”

l R. WILLIAM E. TRICE, pastor of the Uni-

versity Methodist Church, of Baton Rouge,
La., was the speaker at the lovalty dinner which
was held for the workers in the expansion pro-
gram of the First Methodist Church, El Dorado,
on Thursday, November 10. Dr. Cccil R. Culver
is pastor.

P EV. L. L. CLAUD, pastor of the Marion Meth-
l\ odist Church, taught a course in the St.
Louis District Leadership Training School which
was held in St. Louis, Mo., November 13 through
November 17. Brother Claud taught the course
on “The Adult Work in the Church School.”
He also preached at the Arlington Mecthodist
Church in St. Louis on Sunday.

HE ANNUAL THANKSGIVING service
which is held for a group of up-town
churches in Ft. Smith will be held this year at
the First Methodist Church. Rev. Kenneth Tea-
garden, pastor of the First Christian Church, will
preach. Churches included in the group arc the
First Baptist, First Presbyterian, First Christian,
Central Presbyterian, Central Nazarcne, Grand
Avenue Methodist and First Methodist.

HE METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP of
Camden reported a $530.00 total for its
UNICEF Halloween. The teenagers of six
churches combined their efforts and abilities to
provide a strong program of cducation and pub-
licity, according to report. The project was well
received and many new friendships were formed
through the team work. The city police reported
that vandalism was kept at a minimum, and
cited the drive as the contributing factor to their
excellent report. Rev. Robert B. Moore is pastor
of the church.

THE FOUNDATION for a new parsonage for
the Yellville Methodist Church has been
laid, according to a recent announcement, and
the work is progressing in a fine way. The par-
sonage will contain three bedrooms, a living
room, kitchen, dining room, pastor’s study and
a utility room. The exterior of the parsonage
will be grey-lined stone vencer and the interior
will be in sheetrock with hardwood {loors
throughout. Members of the Building Committee
are Russell Evans, chairman, Bob Duren and
Everett Darden. Rev. M. L. Kaylor is the pastor.

PEV. ROBERT M. BROWN, associate pastor
X of the First Methodist Church of Bossier
Ctiy, La., died of a heart attack on Sunday morn-
ing, October 23, in Bossier City. His son, Rev.
Alfred M. Brown, was pastor of the church. Oth-
er survivors are his wife, three daughters, Mrs.
J. W. Matthews, Jr., of New Orleans, Miss Mir-
iam Brown of Augusta, Ga., and Mrs. D. L.
Dykes, Jr., of Shreveport; another son, Robert M.
Brown, Jr., of Shreveport, whose wife was the
former Miss Martha Simpson of Searcy, a broth-
er, Arthur Brown of Baton Rouge; a sister, Mrs.
Cammie Andrus of Rayne and ten grandchildren.

LANS for a new educational building at
Monette were approved at a called session
of the Quarterly Conference on aJonday night,
November 14. Architect E. A. Stuck and Asso-
ciates of Jonesboro have prepared preliminary
sketches of the proposed structure which will
add 3,000 square feet of floor space to the pres-
ent facilities, The plans call for hadite block
construction of brick veneer. Members of the
Building Committee are L. A. Gipson, chairman,
Norman Blankenship, Tucker Blankenship, R. B.
Watkins, Tom Watson, Kip Moore and Clyde
Evans. Rev. Ben Jordan is pastor.

ELEN WILSON DAY was observed at the

First Methodist Church of Hot Springs on
Sunday, November 6. This action was taken by
the Official Board of the church upon recom-
mendation of the Commission on Missions as a
means of recognizing the cervice of Miss Wilzon
as a missionarv to Bolivia. Miss Wilson, a mem-
ber of First Church, has been serving the past
two and a half years as a medical and xX-ray

technologist at the Pfeiffer Memorial Hospital
in La Paz, Bolivia. Her appointment as a three-
vear termn missionary was made by the Board ot
World Missions of the Methodist Church. Miss
Wilson is the daughter of Mrs. Porter Wilson of
Hot Springs. Rev. E. D. Galloway is pastor of
First Church.

R‘, ISS JOSEFINA CABANILLA, a Filipino

nurse, has been appointed the acting director
of a Methodist mobile medical and dental clinic
that travels among the villages in the Cagayan
valley outside of Manila. Miss Cabanilla, whose
home is San Mateo, is the first Filipino woman
to be the director of the clinic. She was appoint-
ed by Bishop Jose L. Valencia of the Methodist
Church in the Philippines and succceded Miss
Fannic Dewar of Everglades, Fla, a missionary
who has returned to the United States on fur-
lough. As the director, Miss Cabanilla will guide
the clinic’s three-fold ministry of healing, teach-
ing and preaching in the churches of the North-
ern Philippines Annual  Conference. She has
served with the clinic since it was organized in
1949 and. spent eight months in the United States
this year, observing Methodist medical work and
studying at Scarritt College at Nashville, Tenn,

RGANISTS and music leaders are  or-

ganizing a socicty to be known as “The
National Fellowship of Methodist Church Mu-
sicians.” Its purpose is to aid the local churches
in their music. The committee set up to organ-
ize the National Fellowship is composed of the
following: Austin Lovelace, First Methodist
Church, Evanston, I1l., chairman; Cecil Lapo,
St. Luke’s Mcthodist Church, Oklahoma City,
vice-chairman; G. Frederick Holler, First Meth-
odist Church, Baton Rouge, La. seccretary-
treasurer; J. Edward Moyer, Westminster Theol-
ogical Seminary, Westminster, Maryland; Walter
Swearingen, Trinity Methodist Church, Youngs=-
town, Ohio; A. L. Jacobs, First Methodist Church,
Santa Barbara, Cal.; Walter Gossette, St. Mark’s
Church, Chicago; H. Caleb Cushing, Centenary
Methodist Church, Iynchburg, Va.; William C.
Rice, Baker University, Baldwin, Kansas.

THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY of the first Prot-
estant worship service in New Orleans and
the Louisiana Purchase Territory was observed
on Wednesday evening, November 16, in the
Municipal Auditorium in New Orleans. It was on
November 17, 1805, that the Rev. Philander
Chase conducted such a service in The Cabildo,
according to records. The congregation that met
with him was composed of Presbyterians, Meth-
odists and Episcopalians. The religious freedom
brought by the American Constitution which be-
came applicable to the Louisiana Purchase Ter-
ritory in 1803 made this worship service possible.
It was this event which was commemorated at
the service on Wednesday evening. The speaker
was Dr. William N. Nes of Evanston, 1L, a
former dean of Christ Church Cathedral, and a
successor of Rev. Philander Chase who officiated
in 1805, A choir of 150 voices from all denomi-
nations and supported by The New Orleans Phil-
harmonic Symphony Orchestra, gave the musical
program.

‘OUR leading religious and social workers and

a MMethodist institutional church have been
honored by the “National Conference on the
Churches and Social Work,” sponsored by the
Wational Council of Churches, for “outstanding

work for the welfare of people.” Citations for
service were made by the Conference: to Dr.
Leonard W. Mayo, New York, director of the
Association for the Aid of Crippled Children,
for contribution .to the social welfare of the
nation; to Dr. Robert F. Thomas, Sevierville,
Tenn., Mlethodist missionary-doctor, who has
been tzermed “The Albert Schweitzer of the
Smckies” for “achievement in church-related
social work”; to Chaplain Russell L. Dicks, of
Duke University, for achievement in church-re-
lated homes and hospitals; and to Professor John
C. Bennett, of Union Theological Seminary, New
York, for contribution to the social action pro-
grams of the churches. The Church of All Na-
tians, Lo§ Angeles, Calif., also cited, has won na-
tional recognition for social welfare in its com-
munity.
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{
being trucked off with other scrap
iron to a munitions factory. A farm
boy stood by and looked on, it seem-
ed with a bit of sadness to see some-
thing that he had used so long and
so fruitfully thus taken out of ac-
tion. Little did he think that some
day he would meet that plowshare
in another form on the field of bat-
tle. And certainly the far-away
dictators had no concern for him.

This illustrates Joel 3:10: *“Beat
your plowshares into swords . . ."”.
That is the spirit in which we live
today, turning the instruments of
pecace into weapons of war. After
Pearl Harbor the Japanese boasted
that they had dropped Ford motors
on our battleships and sunk them.
Meaning of course that their bombs
were made out of the scrap iron
that we had sold them at a good
price we thought. But we have
learned that the supposed profit
turned out to be a deficit.

Isaiah turns the words around in-
to something quite different. He
says “Beat your swords into plow-
shares”. Here is the difference: Joel
was talking to the heathen and tell-
ing them to put their weapons on
display and be judged by God. He
was speaking to an existing situ-
ation. God was about to hold an in-
spection of the nations. Isaiah was
speaking to humanity in general and
to his own people in particualr. He
was setting up an ideal towards
which to move. He was telling of
the coming of a time when men
would see the good sense of turn-
ing the weapons of war into the in-
struments of peace. There would be
a real profit in that.

We are actually living under Joel,
not Isaiah. The inspection — the
judging—is going on today. Not in
the valley ‘of Jehosaphat as Joel
said, but around the world. But the
ideal of Isaiah is catching hold on
humanity. We are beginning to see
the good sense of his proposition.

Plowshare

MOUNTAIN VIEW PASTOR
WRITES OF U. N. SEMINAR

_ The recent United Nations Sem-
Inar which took place in New York
City, October 17 to 20, was spon-
sored jointly by the South Central
Jurisdiction Board of World Peace
and the General Board of World
_Peace‘ The North Arkansas Confer-
ence had four delegates in attend-
ance, Rev. Thurston Masters of Ty-
ronza, Rev. and Mrs. Charles Lew-
Is of Parkin, and Rev. H. W. Jinske
of Mountain View. Some eight or
ten Conferences of the South Cen-
tral Jurisdiction had delegates in
atter}dance. Dr. Charles F. Boss, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the General
Board, Chicago, was in attendance

to speak and to guide us in the
Program. N

W.This article will be concerne}d
Ith a fey general statements as
follOWS:

h(e)n the afternoon of October 17
withsouth Central delegates met
of thDr. Boss for the first meeting

€ Seminar. The meeting took

NOVEMBER 21, 1955

ARKANSAS METIIODIST
STUDENT MOVEMENT
CONFERENCE

The annual Arkansas Methodist
Student Movement Conference will
be in session at Conway, December
2-4, and Methodist students from
some 16 "colleges throughout the
state are expected to attend.

Registration will begin  Friday
afternoon at 3 o’clock at the First
Methodist Churceh where Friday’s
sessions will be held. A business
mecting is scheduled for Saturday
morning at Hendrix College, and
Ed Mathews, Universily of Arkansas
student from Calico Rock who is
state MSM president, will preside at
the session. Officers for 1955-56 will
be elected, and MSM work for the
coming year will be planned.

Workshops will be conducted on
the Arkansas State Tcachers College
campus Saturday afternoon, and the
group will return to First Church
for a banquet Saturday night and
the closing worship service Sunday
morning,

Keynote speaker for the confer-
ence will be Dr. Albert Outler, Dal-
las, Texas, who is a professor at
Southern Methodist University. He
will spcak Friday night, Saturday
morning, Saturday night, and will
conduct the Sunday morning wor-
ship service.

Dr. Harvey Brown, representative
of the Division of Educational In-
stitutions of the Methodist Church,
department of college and univer-
sity religious life, will lead the
workshop discussion period Satur-
day.

Dean of the Conference is the
Rev. John Hassler, Magnolia. Miss
Sue Osment is director of the Con-
way MSM; and Dr. James Upton,
Hendrix College, is state MSM di-
rector. '

In addition to Mathews, state of-
ficers of the group elected at Rus-
sellville last year and who will serve
their respective offices during the
1955 meeting are: Paul Lamberth,
Jonesboro, student at Arkansas
State College, vice president; Janice
Miller, Bauxite, Southern State Col-
lege, secretary; Bill Thrasher, Fore-

place in the Carnegie Building just
across the street from the U. N.
Building. Dr. Boss called on the
writer to open the Seminar with
prayer.

At this first meeting Dr. Boss
stated that world tensions have
been eased as a result of peace ef-
forts and the recent Summit Con-
ference held in Geneva. He also
stated that he preached in a num-
ber of churches in Russia this past
summer and discovered that the
people of Russia desired peace just
as much as we do. He said in one
of the churches a number of the
worshippers came to him after the
service and said, “Extend our good
wishes to the American people and
our prayers for peace and gocd
will. We do not want war. We want
to live in peace with all nations.”
My interpretation is that our diffi-
culties are with the Kremlin and
not with the rank and file of the
Russian people.

I am glad that our great Presi-
dent is proceeding with caution and
wisdom. Eventually all peoples will
be informed and when they are the
peace of the world will be more
secure. Dr. Boss said that the Rus-
sian people wanted more Ameri-
cans to visit them and more Rus-
sians to visit us—Henry W. Jinske.

. Southern State,

HAZEN HAS NEW PARSONAGE

The start of the Conference year
found the Iazen Methodist Church
and its pastor, Rev. Doyle Rowe,
confronted with the problem of re-
pairing the old parsonage or build-
ing a new onec.

A committee was appointed to in-
specet the building and to make
recommendations. This commitice
recommended that the old parson-
age be sold and moved from the
site and a new building be erccted
in its place. This met with the ap-
proval of the church Board. The
site was cleared and work started
July 17. On October 9 the building
was completed and open house was
held. Over 150 people were guests,
including many out-of-town fricends.

The building which would have
cost over $20,000 was built for $15,-
000. Lynn Clayton of llazen was
architect and builder. Much of the
material was bought at wholesale
and a great deal of donated labor
was used. The building has sceven
rooms, two tile baths and a carport.
Outside construction is of buff
brick. The house, completelv mod-
ern, has hardwood f{loors through-
out and central heating.

The entire church and communi-
ty had a part of the building. The
largest single contribution was made
by Gaylan Miller, who gave $700.00
cash and also donated labor. The
pastor worked with the crew from

man, Henderson State Teachers Col-
lege, publicity director; and Wil{red
Scals, Lexington, Ky., Philander
Smith College, director of the Meth-
odist Student Fellowship Fund.

“] Fain Would Take My Stand”
is the theme for this year’s session,
and the following Arkansas colleges
are expecting to be represented at
the Conference: John Brown Uni-
versity, College of the Ozarks, Bee-
be Junior College, Little Rock Jun-
jor College, Harding, - Ft. Smith
Junior College, AM & N, Philander
Smith, Hendrix, Arkansas State
Teachers College, Arkansas A & M,
Henderson State,
Arkansas State, Arkansas Tech, and
the University of Arkansas.

PARSONAGE AT
TURRELL COMPLETED

The new parsonage of the First
Methodist Church of Turrell and
Gilmore has been completed and is
now occupied by the pastor, Rev.
Aubra Hays,,and Mrs. Hays.

The house is a two-bedroom
frame structure with asbestos sid-
ing, approximately 50 x 38 feet.

Don Wiener gave a frame build-
ing to the members of the church.
The building was moved and placed
on a lot in Turrell belonging to the
church and remodeled. Through the
co-operation of many people, some
of whom donated money, some la-
bor and materials and items of fur-
nishings for the building the par-
sonage has been completed.

Prior to construction of the par-
sonage, the minister and his family
resided in a small apartment at the
rear of the First Methodist Church.
This space will now be available for
church school classes and social
activities.

Serving on the Building and Fi-
nance Committees were R. D. Rose,
Mrs. L. J. Wampler, Mrs. H. I. Dick-
son, Mrs. T. G. Floyd, E. L. Smith,
Jr., Mrs. Charles Wilkerson, Mrs.
E. R. Upshaw of Turrell, and Thom-
as Williams, Mrs. Benton Moore and
Mrs. Bill Griffin of Gilmore.

the start of work until the finish.
Glen Garlington, chairman of the
Building Committee, also gave his
summer o aid in the construction.

Practically all members of the
church, as well as friends of the
church, had a part in the actual
building and decorating.—Reporter

UNITED NATIONS
SUNDAY AT ALMYRA

Besides the usual sermon on the
United Nations given on United
Nations Sunday, October 23rd, the
Almyra Methodist Church had two
other events to promote the Unit-
ed Nations and to tell about some
of its work.

On Sunday night, October 30th,
at the evening worship service, the
Scnior Methodist Youth Fellowship
members gave the skit “The Tenth
Birthday Party for the United Na-
tions.” This skit, purchased through
the Board of World Peace, is on the
style of the TV program, “This is
Your Life,” with the United Nations
being the special guest. Judy Ben-
nett and Janet Bracewell were the
narrators; Dottie Knoll was the
representative to the UN from Iran;
and Benny Joe Gardner was Sen-
ator Graham., Margie Moss repre-
sented the millions of children
throughout the world who have
been helped through the United Na-
tion’s Children's Fund. Even though
this was a belated birthday party
by some six days, it helped to
launch the second important event
for the United Nations.

Halloween, October 31st, the Al-
myra Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service. under the direction of
Mrs. Sadie Stephens, sponsored a
“Trick or Treat for UNICEF” and
gave a party.for the boys and girls
participating. The boys and girls,
{rom the Kindergarten through the

ntermediates, met at the church
for their territory assignments, then
they went to knock on doors to col-
lect money for the sick and hungry
boys and girls of other lands where
the United Nations’ Children’s
Fund is used. After all the money
was turned in, they learned they
had collected $47.00 for UNICEF.

The party that followed the
“Trick or Treat” outing consisted of
some Halloween games and a con-
test for the best costumes. Jackie
Findley won with the best costume
for the night. Richard Neukam had
the best in the kindergarten-pri-
mary division with M. C. Bennett
taking second place, Tommy Brace-
well, third and Randy Jones, hon-
orable mention.—Reporter.

Dedicated Service For
Heifers Held On Farm

Philadelphia (RNS)—A dedication
service for 22 heifers donated to
resettled refugees in Germany by
Evangelical and Reformed churches
of the Philadelphia Synod was held
at a Bucks County farm.

Conducting the ceremony at the
William Mill Farm, near Plumstead-
ville, were the Rev. F. D. Slifer, of
Topton, Pa., vice-chairman of the
E & R World Service Commission;
the Rev. W. K. Beattie of Souderton;
and the Rev. Frederick Billmyer of
Sellersville.

Farmer Mill will accompany the
heifer shipment from New York to
Breman. He also plans to visit some
of the recipients as well as the Ger-
man farmer to whom he sent a bull

as part of a shipment of 23 cattle
last year.
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THE MARTIN’'S THANKSGIVING

By Lena C. Ahlers

HE six little Martins and their

father and mother planned

and tatked about the wonder-

ful time they were going to
have on Thanksgiving Day. Not one
of the Martin children could remem-
ber ever having a real Thanksgiving
celebration for though Mother Mar-
tin liked to make her children hap-
py, there was never any extra mon-
ey for things they did not absolute-
1y need.

“And we'll all get up way carly
tomorrow morning,” announced
Bennie, the oldest of the little Mar-
tin group, “and Papa, Mamma and
we four bigpest children will walk,
and we'll take turns about pushing
Nonie and Jack in the carriage.”

“Won't we have the most wonder-
ful Thanksgiving in the world!”
cried Pamelia, the next to the oldest
little Martin.

“aAnd we'll stay all day with
Grandpa and Grandma and have
lots of apples and pie and every-
thing. And we'll get to ride on
the street cart” cricd Ethel in glee.

That night Nonie and Jack were
tucked into bed very ecarly, and the
four other little Martins scampered
on to bed long before their usual
bedtime. Mother Martin stayed up
late to press out faded little ging-
ham and old wool dresses and blous-
es and darn badly worn little stock-
ings. But Mother Martin was very,
happy, for she was thinking of the
real Thanksgiving her children were
to have this year.

“Jt's snowing. Oh, just look how
it is snowing!” called Bennie in dis-
may in the gray dawn of the next
morning.

In the adjoining room Pamclia
raised her head and leaned forward
1o look out at a white-fleecy-cover-
ed world. “Now we can’t go,” she
whined, and the other four little
Martins took up the chorus. Then
Pamelia brightened. “Only Bennie
and I can go ’cauze we have over-
shoes and none of the rest have.”

“But Mamma won't let us go
alone,” protested Bennie.

Somehow Mother MMartin succeed-
ed in comforting her little brood
somewhat and in getting them up
earlier than usual. When their
meager breakfast was finished, she
brought out some catalogues with
bright colored pictures and some
bits of crayon she had carefully
saved and gave them to the small-
est children to play with.

“Now, Bennie, you take this loaf
of break to crippled Mrs. Slegh for
Thanksgiving, for she won’t have
much.” ordered Mother Martin.
“And you, Pamelia, take this head
of cabbage to the Edmunds. They
always like it so well, and it will
be tasty with all the rest of their
fine dinner.”

“But I don't want to go,” sulk-
od Pamelia. “I want to stay home
and cut out pictures.”

“Go along, go along,” urged her
mother. “It's all we can give this
year.”

Just as the two older children
stepped inside of the house, half an
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hour Jater, a big automobile stopped
in front of the Martin's pate.

“It's Mr. Ermund,” advised Ben-
nie. “I guess he wants Papa to
help him again.”” And all the others
apreed.

“But I coundn't expect you to do
that,” they heard Father Martin say,
and the next minute he had flung
open the kitchen door and was
shoutingr merrily, “Quick, all of you
get ready; he is going to take us
clear over to Grandpa's and bring
us back again.”

“Oh, Mamma, I'm so glad I took
that cabbage over there,” Pamelia
found time to admit. “Do you think
that made him do this? Isn't it the
nicest Thanksgiving?”

“Yes, yes, yes!” eried all the Mar-
tins as they clambered into the big
automobile.—The Olive Leaf.

Four-year-old Sylvia and her par-
ents were driving home for the Ist
time in their shiny new red auto-
mobile, which had been purchased
on time payments.

Said the father, “Well, I'll have
to cut out some {fishing trips to
pay for this car.”

“I'll have to cut out some things,
too,” added the mother.

Sylvia mulled this over, then sug-
gested helpfully, “I'll cut out some
paper dolls.,” — Christian Science
Monitor.

] - »

A young mother finally tucked
her small son into bed after an
unusually trying day. That’s when
she sighed, “Well, I’ve certainly
worked from son-up to son-down.”
—Capper’s Wkly.

A GAME

LEAVES

1.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, leaves on a tree.
All the little leaves come down
to me.

2. Red, yellow, green, orange and
tan, .
Al float down as fast as they can.

3. 6,7 8,9, 10 lecaves on the ground.
All fell down with a rustly sound.

4. Yellow, green, orange, tan and
red.

5. What a gay quilt for the flower
bed!

Directions

1. Touch cach finger on the hand
as the number is mentioned,

2 Touch cach finger, on the same
hand, as the colors are mentioned.
3. Touch ecach finger, on the other
hand, as the numbers are mentioned
4. Touch cach finger, on this hand,
as the colors are mentioned.

5. Place hands closely together on
the lap and look at them as you
say, “Look at this gay quilt.”—The
United Church Observer.

GOD’S GIFTS

For life and health and strength
I thank the Father kind;

I cannot count His mercies o'er,
So many gifts I find.

The wee bird has its nest,
Safe in the trees so tall,
For birdlings’ nests, for children’s
homes,
I thank the Lord for all!

—Anonymous

“Why did the mouse go past the

medicine chest quietly?”
“Because he did not want to wake
the sleeping pills.”

MY THANKS

I thank Thee, Father, for my home,
And for the clothes I wear,

For food and friends, for Dad and Mom
And for their loving care.

Help me to be a thoughtful boy,
Cheerful, happy and gay,

I thank Thee for Thy many gifts
On this Thanksgiving Dey.—A.EW.

THANKSGIVING
By L. Mitchell Thorton

Richly crowned with gifts of autumn,

Dawns the fair Thanksgiving
morn;
Prairies broad, and plains, have giv-
en
Stores of barley, wheat and corn.
Wealth of gardens, fuit or orchards,
Treasures of the passing days,
And we come, a grateful people,
And we bend to offer praise. N

Spring’s fair promise. summer's
glory,
“And a broad and fertile land;
Rain and sunshine as we needed,
Flocks and herds on every hand;
Friends sincere and kindred loyal,
More of comjort than of care,
And ’tis mete that we should offer
Our Thanksgiving gift of prayer.

—Girls’ Circle

MY CHOICE

The world is such a lovcly place
When I've been good

And done through the livelong day
The things I should.

The sun is bright as bright can be,
The birds sing too,

And I can’t help but just be glad.
Now shouldn't you? ’
And when I go to bed at night,

The- stars above
Seem kindly eyes that shine on me
With smiles of love.

The world is such a dreary place
When I've been bad.
The sun won’t shine! The birds
won’t sing
To make me glad.

My kite just will not fly at all,
My horse won’t go,

My tower of blocks all tumble down.
How do they know?

And when I go to bed at night,
The stars just seem

To be glittering cyes of beasts
That glow and gleam.

I like the sunny days the best
When I've been good

And all through the day I've done
The things I should.

—The Youth’s Companion

JUST FOR FUN

The mother had been in the habit
of talking over the Sunday School
lesson with her small daughter. One
day she came home and reported:
“The teacher told us that before
people are born they are dust and
that they return to dust when they
die. Is that true, Mommy?”

The mother replied that if it was
taught at Sunday School it was
true. “Why do wou ask?” she said.

“Well”, the youngster drawled, I
just looked under my bed and some-
one is either coming or going.”

x % %
“You're sweet enough to eat,”
He said in accents warm and low;
“I do eat” said the sweet young
thing, :
“Where do you want to go?”
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WOMAN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE *

WESLEYAN SERVICE GUILD

NORTH ARKANSAS EXECUTIVE

ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA AREKA

COMMITTEE

IN FALL SESSION

e

By Methodist Information

Program Committee for the Annual Meeting of the North
Arkansas Conference Woman’s Socicty of Christian Service is, left

to right:

Mrs. E. G. Kaetzell, Mrs. Paul Bumpers, Miss Mildred

Osment, Mrs. Jessie Gilstrap, chairman; Mrs. William Hall, Mrs.
Bessie Andrew, Mrs. J. H. Vogel, and Mrs. Elmus Brown.

The Execcutive Committee of the
North Arkansas Conference Wom-
an’s Society of Christian Service
"met Nov. 10 and 11, at the First
Methodist Church, Conway, where
Conference and district officers re-
ported on the organization’s progress
and made plans for the group’s 1956
annual conference.

Mrs. E. G. Kaetzell, president of
the North Arkansas WSCS who pre-
sided at the two-day session, said
next year’s annual meeting is
scheduled for March 20-22, and will
be held at the First Methodist
Church, Paragould.

The clection of conference officers
will highlight the Conference, Mrs.
Kaetzell said, and 10 of the 18 con-
ference leaders will be named.

Those to be elected, according to
Mrs. E. H. Hook, chairman of the
nominating committee, include the
president and the secretaries of the
following lines of work: promotion,
missionary education and service,
literature and publications, student
work, spiritual life cultivation, sup-
ply work, missionary personnel,
status of women, and historian.

At a business session Friday

morning, the executive committce
named Mrs. Jessie Gilstrap, vice
president, and Mrs. P. G Magness,
secretary of supply, as the North
Arkansas delegates to the jurisdic-
tion meeting on “World Understand-
ing” to be held in Fort Worth, Nov.
30-Dec. 2. Mrs. J. W. Glass, status
of women sccretary, was named al-
ternate.

Various conference committees
met Thursday afternoon at Con-
way, and a devotional was held in
the new chapel of First Church,
Thursday night. Mrs. H. E. Pearce,
secretary of spiritual life cultiva-
tion, directed the program entitled
“A Time Apart”; and a communion
service was conducted by the Rev.
Joel Cooper, pastor of First Meth-
odist Church, Conway, and the Rev.
Henry Rickey, superintendent of the
Conway District.

Mrs. Kaetzell *led the devotional
which opened Friday morning's ses-
sion which was attended by some
30 members of the executive com-
mittee. The mid-year session was
adjourned following a luncheon Fri-
day..

BOOK! BOOK! WHO
HAS THE BOOK?

A beautiful volume has been
misplaced and its recovery is
greatly desired by the North Ar-
kansas Woman's Society of Chris-
tian Service, who recorded in
it their gifts to the Esther Case
Scarritt Scholarship Fund. They
passed it around to district con-
ferences up to about 1950, then
in some way lost sight of it—
a book bound in wine-colored kid
with gold trimming, and usually
kept in a walnut case with a key.

It must be on a shelf some-
where in somebody’s care. Will
the carctaker or finder please
notify Miss Eleanor Neill, 222
Pine, Newport, who will be hap-
py to turn it over the Confer-
ence oificers.

NOVEMBER 24, 1955

AREA DELEGATES
TO WORKSHOP

The three conferences of the area
have selected their delegates to the
Jurisdiction Workship on World Un-
derstanding which will be held at
Fort Worth November 30-December
2

Louisiana Conference will be rep-
represented by: Mrs. C. 1. Jones,
New Orleans; Mrs. Wideman Wat-
son, Homer; Mrs. Robley Davis,
Gilliam; Mrs. W. W. Paxton, Lake
Charles; and Mrs. C. W. Gold-
waite, New Orleans.

North Arkansas Conference will
be represented by: Mrs. Jessie Gil-
strap, Springdale; and Mrs. P. G.
Magness, Batesville.

Little Rock Conference wil] have
as its representatives; Mrs. J. R.
Henderson, Mrs. George Meyer and
Mrs. Earl D. Cotton, of Little Rock;
and Mrs. Curtis Williams, DeWitt.

ZONE II, SHREVEPORT
DISTRICT

The annual fall meeting of Zone
II of the Shreveport Distriet WSCS
was held in the First Methodist
Church, Many, La., on Thursday,

‘November 10, with Mrs. Jacob S.

Segura of Mansficld, Zone Leadler,
presiding, and Mrs. Morris of Zwolle
serving as Secretary.

Following the invocation by the
Rev. John B. Koelemay, pastor of
the Many Church, Mrs. Segura read
one of the Bible Readings for which
she is so well known in Church
circles, “Tlie Giving of the Ten
Commandments.”

Mrs., E. E. Stewart of Shreveport,
Recording Secretary of the Louisi-
ana Conference WSCS, gave
a challenging review of “Our Heri-
tage and a Vision of the Future.”

A delightful feature of the pro-
gram was a skit, “Officers Clinic”
presented by the Mansfield Auxili-
ary under the direction of Mrs.
Segura, who adapted and enlarged
material published in the March
1955 issuec of The Methodist Womann.
This was done by the following cast
of officers from the Mansficld WS-
CS: Doctor Q. I, Mrs. Jack Mec-
Crocklin; Secretary of Spiritual
Life, Mrs. Merlin W. Merrill; Pres-
ident, Mrs. B. W. Goss: Vice Presi-
dent, Mrs. Ben Youngblood; Re-
cording Secretary, Mrs. T. W. Bell;
Treasurer, Mrs. C. J. Hatcher; Scc-
retary of Promotion, Mrs. P. E. Dix-
on; Secretary of Missionary Educa-
tion, Mrs. Ellie Earle Sheppard;
tions, Mrs. Wm. Goss Wemple; cach

Secretary of Christian Social Rela-
tions, each of whom gave a clever
and realistic performance.

A solo, “Come Ye Blessed”, was
offered by Mrs. John B. Koelemay
of the Many Church.

Following a brief business session
a turkey luncheon was served by
the ladies of the Many Auxiliary.

Present were a number of District
and Conference officers and a good
representation from the nineteen
Auxiliaries of the Zone.

JURISDICTION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
AT ALDERSGATE
The Executive Committee of the
South Central Jurisdiction Woman’s
Society of Christian Service met
at Aldersgate Camp, Little Rock,
November 15-17, with Mrs. W. E.
Horton, Jr., Houston, president, pre-

siding.
Jurisdiction officers from the
Arkansas - Louisiana Area who

attended the meeting are: Mrs. Glen
Laskey, Ruston, Louisiana, record-
ing secretary; Mrs. Sam Dunbar,
New Orleans, secretary of supply;
Mrs. W. F. Cooley, Russellville, sec-
retary of Literature and Publica-
tion; Miss Gertie Stiles, Fort Smith,
secretary of Wesleyan Service
Guild; Mrs. W. Neill Hart, Camden,
secretary of children’s work; and
Mrs. Earl D. Cotton, Little Rock,
secretary of Christian sotial rela-
tions and local church activities.

FINANCIAL REPORT—LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
W. S. C. S.—SECOND QUARTER, 1955

Balance, August 15, 1955 ........$ 9,257.98
Received from Districts:
Undirected Pledge to Missions:

W.S.C.S. $13,859.19
W.S.G. 2,440.14
Projects:
W.S.C.S. 540.49
W.S.G. 54.00
McKimmey Fund 656.45
Stahley Fund ... .. 589.00
Conference Rural Work.. 266.00
Special Memberships:
Honorary Baby—
W.S.CS. . 75.00
W.S.G. . 5.00
Adult Life 25.00
Honorary Life . 100.00
In Remembrance
W.S.C.S. 49.50
W.S.G. .. 15.00
Credit cn Pledge:
w.S.CS. .. $16,160.63

W.S.G. oo .. 2,514.14
Total Credit on Pledge . $18,674.77
Youth Fund ... 265.50
Children’s Service Fund 36.48
Total on Appropriations ............. $18,976.75
Cash for Supplies:

Ww.s.CS. . 1,691.84

W.S.G. 313.72
Week of Prayer:

W.S.CS. .. 1,914.04

340.46
.S.CS. .. 346.62

W.S.G. o 73.00
Student Loan Fund 17.90
E.T.W. Fund 336.14
Alcohol Education Fund 134.85
Other Receipts s 8.13

Total Receipts:

. 20,974.65
W.S.G. . 3,228.82
TOTAL RECEI ... $24,203.47

OTHER RECEIPTS:
Ark.-Okla. Rural Work....
Refund (Student
Regional} ............
TOTAL RECEIPTS
Add Balance ($9,257.98) ...
Christian Social Relations and
Local Church Activities
reported—88,641.32
DISBURSEMENTS:
Pledge to Missions:
W.S.C.S.

.... $12,261.39

W.S.G. 2,323.13

Projects:
w.S.C.S 3,130.00
54.00

cr

28 88

W.S.CS.
W.S.G.

e gg

In Remembrance:
W.S.C.S. ..

U

.$15,650.89
2,422.13

WS.G. .. B .
$18,073.02
0

Total Credits on Pl
Youth Funds

Children's Service Fund 36.48
Total on Appropriations ... $18,375.00
Cash on Supplies—

Forecign ... ... 1,755.86

Home i 249.60
Weck of Prayer

WwW.S.CS. . 1,914.04

W.S.G. ... 340.46
Total to Division ... $22,635.06
OTHER DISBURSEMENTS:
Administrative Expenses 405.50
Cultivation Funds ... 413.62
Printing and

Mimeographing ... 796.87
Student Loan Fund . 17.90
Alcohol Education .. 134.85
E.T.W. Fund .. 367.65
Rural Work 1,265.03
Conference School

of Missions ... 535.13
Inter-Board Co-operation~  90.70
Miscellaneous ... 577.36%

S 4,124.61

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS........ 26,759.67

Balance Nov. 15, 1955—§6,894.31
Mrs. J. L. Verhoeff
Conf. Treasurer

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIPS

ARKADELPHIA DISTRICT: Honorary
Baby: Susan A. McCroskey, First Church,
Hot Springs WSG.

CAMDEN DISTRICT: Honorary Baby:
Bertha Anne Wood, Cullendale; Linda Rae
‘Theis, Magnolia; Jane Ann Warren, Van-
trease; Janis Marie Galbraith, Parkers
Chapel: Paula Renee Caldwell, Martha
Susan Harwell, Michael Wallace Harwell,
John Edward Stewart, Jr., Theodore Lewis
Young, Suzanne Whitley, Samuel David
Smith, Jackson Street, Magnolia. Adult
Life: Mrs. M. W. Miller, Fairview; Mrs.
Orval Anderson, Camden WSG. Honorary
Life: Mrs., Erncst Glaze, Magnolia.

HOPE DISTRICT: Honorary Baby:
Donna Lee Smith, Horatio.

MONTICELLO DISTRICT: Honorary
Baby: David Hunter Sewell, John Henry

Cardwell, Parkdale; Teresa Ann Andrews;
Leola,
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vistian Education

CENTENARY
PROFESSOR HONORED

DR. JOHN B. ENTRIKIN

One-time chemistry students of
Dr. John B. Entrikin of Cenienary
College have gone on to reflect
credit to.their alma mater and their
former instructor.

«Baccalaureate Origins of Science
Doctorates Awarded in the United
States”, a book just published by

- the Office of Scientific Personnel of
the National Academy of Sciences
and National Research Council of
Washington, D. C., shows that
Centenary has achieved an enviable
record in the field of science.

A copy of the book was sent to
Dr. Entrikin, head of the department
of chemistry at the Methodist-spon-
sored college. It judges 44 colleges
and universities in Louisiana, Ark-
ansas and Texas on the basis of
their science graduates’ perform-
ances in their chosen field. Nine
Louisiana colleges and universities,
nine in Arkansas and 26 in Texas
were listed as having produced
science graduates who went on to
earn doctor’s degrees in some field
of science.

Among these 44 institutions,
Centenary tied for 14th place for
the period of 1936-1945 and was in
15th place for the period from 1946-
1950. Louisiana State University,
Tulane and Southwest Louisiana In-
stitute were the only schools out-
ranking Centenary in the state of
Louisiana during the first period,
although Louisiana Polytechnic In-
stitute also outclassed Centenary in
this respect during the 1946-1950
pgriod.

Other schools which rated higher
than Centenary included such insti-
tutions as Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, Baylor, the University of
Texas and Texas A. and M., all
considerably larger. All of these in-
stitutions also boast graduate
schools, while Centenary has none.

Centenary, which had ten stu-
dents earning doctorates in chem-
istry and two in other fields of
science for the period 1936-1950,

‘ranked fourth in the state in the
total number of graduates who went
on to earn PhD. degrees. The Cen-
feniary total of 12 was topped only
by that of L&Y with 91, Tulang with

Fago Twolvs

CITATION FROM
GREEK CHURCH

Chicago—The Greck Orthodox
Church recognized the assistance of
the National Council of Churches
in developing a series of conferences
on Christian Education with the
presentation of a gold medal from
Patriarch Alexander III of Antioch
to Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, exccutive
sceretary of the National Council’s
Divisionsof Christian Education.

The presentation to Dr. Inoff was
made Nov. 1, at St. Mary’s Syrian
Orthodox Church in Brooklyn, N.
Y., on behalf of Metropolitan Anth-
ony Bashir, Archdiocese, Syrian
Antioch Orthodox Church.

Dr. Knoff, during the past year,
has been chairman of four confer-
onces which brought together the
Romanian, Syrian, Russian, Greek,
Carpatho-Russian, Ukranian, and
Serbian Orthodox  churches for
mutual discussion of their Christian
education programs and problems,
the first time these Dbodies had
shared their expericnces in this
field.

The church representatives dis-
cussed the planning of more ef-
fective curriculum materials, how
to bring youth more easily into the
life of the church, and how to de-
velop leadership education materi-
als. An outcome was the start made
on a manual on the basic theory and
principles of Orthodox education.
In 1957 an additional manual will
be developed on the principles of
leadership education.

The medal, which commemorated
the 50th anniversary of the Patri-
arch’s consecration as a bishop, was
accompanied by a citation, hand-
written in Arabic, to “the Rev. Dr.
Gerald E. Knoff, as doctor and
teacher on behalf of Orthodox edu-
cation.”

15 and Southwest Louisiana Insti-
tute with 19.

Among the schools which Centen-
ary outclassed in this respect were
Louisiana College, Northwestern
State College, Louisiana Polytechnic
Institute, Lovola and Southeastern,
all in Louisiana.

The publication also notes that
Centenary tied Tulanc for secend
place for the period 1936-1945 in
the number of graduates who went
on to earn doctorates in chemistry.
Only LSU ranked higher. Tor the
period of 1945-1950, Centenary was
second only to Tulane and rated
higher than LSU and all other Lou-
isiana colleges and universities.

From 1936 to 1950, Centenary had

five graduates who earned doctor-.

ates in chemistry, and from 1946 to
1950, it had an additional five. Lou-
isiana State University had 13 dur-
ing the first period, and Tulane
matched Centenary with five. Dur-
ing the second period, Tulane had
14 and Centenary had five. The Uni-
versity of Texas ranked highest in
this classification for both periods
among the 44 collegs and univer-
sities.

Dr. Entrikin says his records also
show that all of these former Cen-
tenary students now hold top-pay-
ing positions in some of the na-
tion’s foremost chemical concerns
and research laborateries.

o o o o

NEWS

PROMOTION * ¢ ¢ * ¢

CULTIVATION

Arkansas-Louisiunu Area

CHILDREN'S GROUPS GIVE $800,000
TO WORK OF CHURCH

ETHODIST children are
siving  nearly $800,000 a
year to the world-wide
work of the church, it is re-

ported by the denomination’s Inter-
board Committee on Missionary Ed-
ucation.

At its annual meeting Oct. 25-26
in Cincinnati, the committce esti-
mated that $660,000 of the $3,300,000
in Fourth Sunday offerings during
1954 was contiributed by children’s
classes. Fourth Sunday offerings
are carmarked for World Service
and conference benevolences.

In addition, children’s groups last
year raised almost $138,000 in spe-
cial gifts aside from regular Sunday
offerings. Through the Children’s
Service Fund, World Service and
the Woman’s Division of Christian
Service received $51,110.70 cach.
Other projects included $10,000 from
vacation schools for the Methodist
Committee on Overscas Relief, and
$7,791.00 for religious literature sent
to children overseas.

«“We have no record of all the
giving of children, but it is highly
significant that their gifts are vol-
untary, and are made because they
know and understand the need of
others,” said the Rev. Horace W.
Williams, Nashville, Tenn., execu-

CHURCH SCHOOLS SHOW
GAIN IN MEMBERS

Cincinnati— Methodist ¢ hurch
schools show a net gain of 214,832
members thus far in 1955, advancing
the national membership to more
than 6,500,000.

This was reported here by the -

Rev. Walter Towner of the Meth-
odist Board of Education headquar-
ters, Nashville, Tenn., at the church’s
biennial conference on Christian ed-
ucation, Nov. 8-13. More than 800
administrators and field workers of
the denomination’s educational pro-
gram attended the meeting.

Average attendance at Sunday
claszes in church schools has in-
creased to 3,500,717, the Rev. Mr.
Towner said. He also reported a
slight gain in the number of church
school pupils joining the church—
204,656 this year to date compared
to 168,278 in 1954.

The number of church schools is
up to 38,000, a gain of 180.

e

YOUNG ADULTS ORGANIZE

The voung adults of the North
Little Rock area organized a Sub-
District on November 4 at Gardner
Memorial Church.

Sixty-three attended the meet-
ing. Leon Holsted of Lakewood was
the leader of the devotional period.
Rev. and Mrs. Henry Rickey of Con-
way led the group in an hour of
folk games..

The following officers were elect-
ed: Lee Lankford, President, Gard-
ner Memorial; Herman Shirley,
vice-president, First Church; Mary
Lou Palmer, secretary.

The next meeting will be held at
the First Methodist Church in Feh-
ruary.—Harold Davidson

tive sccretary of the interboard
committee.
1t is unfortunate, the group

agreed, that the general church does
not realize the extent and worth of
its children’s “loose change” offer-
ings.

YOUNG ADULTS PLAN
SUMMER CONFERENCES

The young adults of the Louisiana
Conference plan to have two sum-
mer conferences this next summer.
One conference is to be for single
young adults, and the other is to be
for married couples.

Plans are under way to sccure the
services of Larry Eiscnberg as re-
source leader for both of these con-
ferences. For the first time, the
young adults of both groups sclected
as study topics, “Planning Recre-
ation for Young Adult Groups.”

The Confcrence Young Adult
Council discussed plans for organ-
izing one sub-district fellowship in
cach of the eight districts in the
Louisiana Conference.

Any leaders of young adult work
in the Conference who need help,
in carrying out these plans may
contact Miss Elizabeth Thompson,
Conference Director of Adult Work,
Centenary College, or Mrs, James
J. Kennedy, Associate at 4103 Reily
Lane in Shreveport.

DISTRICT MISSIONARY
INSTITUTE

On November 4 at Arkadelphia,
the Children’s Workers of the Dis-
trict met in a Missionary Institute
to learn, plan and prepare to teach
the missionary materials for the
coming months. The meeting was
planned by Mrs. Eugene Fohrell and
Mrs. W. L. Gephart and was an in-
spiration to all who attended.

The meeting opened with hymn,
prayer, devotional message and dis-
cussion of worship settings, led by
Mrs. Gephart. Mrs. Fohrell was
greatly missed and sympathy was
expressed by all for her in the loss
of her niece from polio.

Primary and Junior workers di-
vided into classes for the study of
Indian Americans. Miss Donna
Kenefick led the Primary group and
did an outstanding piece of work
as she presented a group of small
boys and girls in a laboratory class,
showing how it could be done. Some
observers said this was the best
mission study class they had attend-
ed. Mrs. R. E. Harris led the Junior
study and time was too short for
the enthusiasm shown.

After lunch, Miss Polly Lassiter
showed the filmstrip, “Peter Fly-
ing Eagle,” and Mrs. Harold Clem
presented the study, “Spreading the
Gospel Today.” She included a short
book review of “Bright Pathways.”

The session closed with games and
songs, taught by Miss Polly Lassiter.
All took part in playing and sing-
ing these and some contributed
some they had learned.

If the work of those who take
part is an indication, the outlook is
bright for the children this winter
season.—Reporter
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SCHOLARS PLAN SYMPOSIUM ON
DEAD SEA SCROLLS

New York (RNS) — Scholars from various countries will partici-
pate in a symposium here in September, 1957, to asses the famous Decad
Sca Scrolls, Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of Hebrew Union College-Jew-

ish Institute of Religion, announced.

The discussion will be sponsored by the school, a Reform Jewish

seminary.

The scrolls, now in Isracl, were found during 1947 in a cave ncar
Jericho by wandering Bedouin shepherds. They include the oldest-known
.manuscript of the Book of Isaiah, a commentary on the Old Testament
Book of Habbakuk, and a collection of doctrines and practices of the
Essenes, an ascetic sect who lived about the time of Christ.

“The ancient scrolls have been
the topic of scholarly and lay dis-
cussion the world over,” Dr. Glueck
said. “No other archacological or
inscriptional find in the past century
has cvoked wider interest in the
Hebrew Bible and in carly Chris-
tianity.”

“The year 1957,” he said, “which
will mark a decade since the dis-
covery of the scrolls, will provide
an opportune time to reach some-
thing of a concensus on the signific-
ance of these documents.”

Panel discussions of the manu-
scripts will deal with archacology,
linguistics, Biblical textual critic-
ism, rabbinic analysis, paleography,
phylacteries and the “Tecacher of
Rightcousness.”

Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky, professor
of Bible at the New York School
of the College-Institute, is chair-
man of the commitiee in charge of
the symposium.

Japan Has 512,450 Christians

"Tokyo (RNS)—Japan had 512,450
Christians as of last March 30, ac-
cording to a survey conducted by
Christian News, a weckly sponsored
here by Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, noted
Protestant evangelist.

Of this total, the paper said, 285,~
022 are Protestants, 193,724 Roman
Catholics, and 33,704 Orthodox.

Membership in some of the larger
Protestant bodies was rcported as:
United Church of Christ in Japan
162,397; Episcopal Church (Japan
Holy Catholic Church) 37,290; Sal-
vation Army 9,863; Japan Christ
Church 8,194 ; Baptists (affiliated
with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion) 8,014; Evangelical Lutheran
Church 7,641; Spirit of Jesus Christ
Church 6,849 =nd Christian Brother-
hood Church 4,768.

There are 3,747 Christian churches
in Japan, the paper said. Of these
3,072 are Protestant, 575 Catholic,
and 100 Orthodox.
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Navy Sponsors Posters
On Biblical Themes

Washington, D. C. (RNS) — A
series of 12 four-color posters illus-
trating Biblical themes have been
prepared by the Navy chaplains di-
vision for distribution to every ship
or shore station to which a chaplain
is assigned.

The posters, 14 by 19 inches, are
similar in their trcatment to stain-
ed glass windows. One will be is-
sued cach month for the next year.
The first, for use this month, de-
picts Christ blessing food .

The message of the November
poster is: “Man prepares the soil
and sows the sced. God makes the
harvest possible. Time out to give
thanks to God for daily food and all
His benefits is time spent in build-
ing a life with God.”

Subsequent posters in the scries
are titled “Unto You,” “New
Beginnings,” “Foundation,” ‘“Help-
fulness,” “Temptation,” “Life Eter-
nal,” “Deccision,” “Faith,” and “For-
giveness.”

Officials of the Chaplain Corps
said the posters will make it poss-
ible for “a Navy man or woman to
sce the same reminder about reli-
gion wherever he or she goes.”

Mexico’s Minister of Education
Issues Pro-Religion Ruling

Mexico City (RNS)—Minister of
Education Jose Angel Ceniceros
ruled here that Article Three of

_the Mexican Constitution is not di-

rected against religion.

The article, adopted during the
anti-clerical period of the late 1920’s
proclaims that state education “must
combat prejudice and superstition.”
Mr. Ceniceros said the words “pre-
judice and superstition” must never
be interpreted to mean “religion”.

DEDICATE MOBILE UNIT FOR MINISTRY
TO MAU MAU VICTIMS

Cleveland, Ohio (RNS)—A mobile
unit donated by United Church
Women for use in providing Chris-
tion ministry in Africa to Kikuyu
tribesmen victimized by Mau Mau
terrorists was dedicated in a cere-
mony here. )

The unit is a station wagon eqiup-
ped with worship with worship ma-
terials, books. projector and slides,
and extensive medical supplies.

The dedication ceremony was held
during the seventh national assem-
bly of the UCW, a general depart-
ment of the National Council of
Churches,

Mrs. James D. Wyker of Mt.
Vernon, Ohio, UCW president and
an ordained Disciples of Christ
cleryman, gave the dedicatory pray-
er. Mrs. Stuart Sinclair of Boston,
UCW nationa] chairman for World
Prayer Day, handed over the keys
of the unit to Hazel E. Anderson of
New York associate executlve seC-
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retary of the National Council’s Di-
vision of Foreign Missions.

The station wagon was purchased
from funds collected during the an-
nual observance of World Prayer
Day.

Dr. George D. Carpenter of New
York, executive secretary of the
Naticnal Council division’s Africa
committee, told delegates to the as-
sembly that 60,000 Africans impli-
cated in the Mau Mau movement
are now behind bared wire and
some 2,000 of them are being re-
leased each month. He said it is
Imperative that dedicated Christian
workers .give medical and spiritual
help to them and their' fellow
Kikuyus.

In handing over the keys, Mrs.
Sinclair said it “goes with the pray-
ers of the American people for an
end to the slayings in Africa and

for an equitable solution of Africa’s
problems.”

Roman Catholics, as well as other
believers in Mexico, have long
agitated against Article Three and
sought its repcal.

Some Ministers of Education made
it the basis for closing all private
schools that taught religion as part
of the curriculum.

A permanent commission to work
for the repeal of Mexico’'s anti-
clerical laws, which include a con-
stitutional band on religlous educa-
tion in state schools, was cstablish-
ed two years ago by the First Na-
tional Congress of Catholic Culture,
meeting in Guadalajara.

National Council Names Town
And Country Church Director

New York (RNS)—Dr. Richard
O. Comfort of Jefferson City, Mo.,
was named exccutive director of
the Department of Town and Coun-
try Church, National Council of
Churches. He succceds the Rev. Don
. Piclstick who died last July.

Since 1953, Dr. Comfort has been
director of town and country church
work the Missouri Synod of the
Presbyterian (U. S. A.) Board of
National Missions.

Previously, he was for two years
dean of religious life and professor
of sociology at Park College, Park-
ville, Mo. At the same t{ime he di-
rected the cextension program at
the Thceological Seminary of the
University of Dubuque, Ia. For four
years (1949-51) Dr. Comfort was a
full-time faculty member of the uni-
versity as associate direclor of field
work and later as professor of
Christian ecducation.

From 1946 to 1948 he was dean
of the Warren H. Wilson Institute
of Rural Church Work, Swannanoa,
N. C.

Predict Church Construction
To Reach 850 Millions Next Year

Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Church
construction in 1956 will reach an

Bishop Oxnam
Dedicates Methodist
Museum

* Baltimore,, Md. (RNS)—Meth-
odist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam
of Washington, D. C., presided at
the dedication of the museum of
Lovely Lovely Lane chruch here.
The church, organized in 1784,
is known as “the mother church
of American Mcthodism.”

Among the historic items on
display at the muscum are John
Wesley’s copy of “The Limitation
of Christ;” and oak pulpit built
and usecd by Robert Strawbridge
in 1760; a prayer book used by
Wesley’s wife; a collection of
Mcthodist Disciplines containing
the only known copy of the 1788
cdition and regarded as onc of
the most complete in the world;
and a number of items connected
with Francis Asbury, the (first
Methodist bishop consecrated in
the United States.

The latter include Bishop As-
bury’s desk, letters exchanged by
him and John Wesley, selections
signed by Dr. Thomas Coke, and
the celebrated “lost” portrait
painted in Baltimore in 1795 by
an artist named Polk.

“Tt is fitting that these things
depicting our priceless spiritual
heritage should be so well pre-
served here,” Bishop Oxnam said
in dedicating the museum.

all-time high of $850,000,000, the De-
partments of Commerce and Labor
predicted hcre.

At the same time, the depart-
ments revised their estimate for
church building during 1955. They
said it will amount to about $740,
000,000. This is a new record, ex-
ceeding the 1954 figure of $593,000,-
000 by almost 25 percent.
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METHODIST YOUTH

DENHAM SPRINGS TRICK OR TREAT
FOR UNICEF

Above, LEFT: UNICEF bands are placed on milk cartong previous
to Trick or Treat of the world’s children on Halloween.

RIGHT: Young people count the money received during Trick or
Treat for UNICEF on Halloween. Total was $156.69.

Seventy young pcople and ten

adults gathered at the First Meth-

odist Church of Denham Springs on
Halloween to Trick or Treat for
UNICEF. In preparation for the oc-
casion, a United Nations filmstrip
had been shown, .publicity had
been given on TV, radio and in the
newspapers, and display posters had
been placed in the church, school
and business section. Mrs. Norman
Patterson, Youth Secretary of the
Woman’s Society of Christian Serv-
ice, directed the activity which was
gponsored by the MYF under the

. leadership of the counsellors, Miss
Barbara Wilkinson, Bobby Hill and
Mr. and Mrs. James Justice. The
three age groups of the MYF par-
ticipated.

Meeting at the church at 7:00
p.m., the young people placed UN-
ICEF bands on milk cartons, having
been provided by Louisiana Cream-
ery, Inc, of Baton Rouge. The dia-
gram of the town was shown, and

—

JUNIOR EVENING
GROUP AT LAKESIDE

At Lakeside Methodist Church,
Pine Bluff, in February 1954, four
Juniors met to organize an evening
group for Junior boys and girls.
The group, known as the Pathfind-
ers, has increased in attendance un-
til now the average attendance is
13. A different member of the Path-
finders presents the program on
Sunday night, with group partici-
pation in various ways.

On October 20th a Halloween par-
ty was held, with the following com-
mittee: Glenda Hamilton, Douglas
HMamilton, Jeanne Gist, Lynda Kaye
Cottrell and Connie Pennington.
Mrs. Lloyd Cottrell, Mrs. B. B. Gist,
Mrs. W. F. Foster and Mrs. Marshall
Pennington also assisted.

November 6th, the group present-
ted a program at the Convalescent
Home. Those taking part were:
Connie Pennington, Judy Smith,
Dean McCormack, Kay McClana-
han and Kathy McClanahan, with
Mrs. Lucille Belanger as the mu-
sician, Following the program fruit
was passed among the patients.—
Reporter.
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assignments made to different
groups. For over an hour the.com-
munity was conscious of a Hallo-
ween observance with a heart —
trick or treat for others. Returning
to the church, the money was
counted which amounted to $156.69.
Recognition for the most attractive
UNICEF poster was given Connie
Wilkinson. The most original cos-
tume of the evening was awarded
Tommy Thomas. After counting the
money, all went to the old parson-
age for Halloween festivities and
refreshments.

The evening closed with a wor-
ship service led by Rev. Fred
Schwendimann, pastor, in the sanc-
tuary of the church during which
the offering was dedicated at the
altar. The presidents of the MYF

age groups presented the offering:
Junior, Bobby Schwendimann; In-
termediate,Joe Parker; Youth, Miss
Mary Lyn Hall—Reporter

OFFICERS’ TRAINING
DAY AT ARKADELPHIA

Some 50 officers from local, sub-
district and district groups in the
Arkadelphia District met in Ark-
adelphia on October 30 with their
adult workers for a day of officers
training. Presidents, treasurers and
the five program area chairmen
met from 9:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
with Katherine Hays, district pres-
ident, heading up the program with
the help of her fellow district of-
ficers and the District Director .of
Youth, Rev. Howard Cox.

Adults who assisted in making
the meeting a success and a help
for those attending were: Mrs.
Frank Shanks, Mrs. Milton Teague,
Alvin Stone, Mrs. James Shilts,
Miss Emogene Dunlap, Mrs. Ed
McLean and Miss Polly Lassiter.

The group began the day with
worship with Katherine Hays lead-
ing, then formed groups for an
hour’s discussion on their specific
responsibility as an officer in the
MYF. The group was given-an over-
all look at the Methodist Youth
Fellowship and its significance in
the work of the church.

The afternoon was spent in dis-

It |s Thanksgiving Day

(A Prayer of Youth)

Lord, it is Thanksgiving Duy.

For the jathers and founders of my country who laid its foundutions

well;

For the pioneers who jelled its forests, tamed its rivers, tunneled its
mountains, tapped the riches of its prairies;
- For the hardy adventurers twho sought out its mines, planned and

dreamed its cities;

For the saints and prophets who made its laws, set up its system of
government, gave their lives for its liberty, set up its schools and churches

and homes;

For these, O God, I give thee my thanks.

And jor all that it is now, I praise thee on this Thanksgiving Day.
Save me from petty and sclfish pride.

Grant that I may be willing to pass on from my own life something to

enrich the spirit of my country.

Spare me from the willingness to receive much from the past and to

contribute nothing to the future.

May my purposes and those of other young people be such that, if the
nation knew them, it would count them to be its chief reason for gratitude

on this Thanksgiving Day. Amen.,
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WITH THE SUB-DISTRICTS

Conway-Perry County

The regular meeting of the Con-
way-Perry County Sub-District was
held the first Sunday night in No-
vember at the Oppelo Church.

The worship program was a can-
dlelight service with the Thanks-
giving theme.

The next meeting will be held
the second Monday night in Decem-
ber at the First Mecthodist Church
in Morrilton.—Louise Maxwell

Mansficld

The Mansfield Sub-District held
its meecting on November 7 at the
Coushatta Methodist Church. Fol-
lowing a program pesented by
Bethel which was centered around
Thanksgiving, a business meeting
was held. A council meeting was
set for the follcwing Sunday at
Mansfield. Logansport will be host
for the next meeting.

The next meeting will be center-
ed around the Christmas theme.—
Doris L. Cobb.

Nellie Dyer i

The First Methodist Church of
‘Walnut Ridge was the host for a
weekend of Youth activities for the
Nellie Dyer Sub-District, with Hox-
je Methodist Church as co-host. The
entire week-end of activities was
under the direction of a Wesley

cussing the Youth Emphasis for
this fall, led by Mrs. Frank Shanks,
Conference Secretary of " Youth
Work for the Woman’'s Society of
Christian Service.

Food, f{fellowship and fun were
had by all to make up a typical
Methodist youth meeting, but more
than that, many grasped the oppor-
tunity of learning more concern-
ing their office in the Methodist
Youth Fellowship. — Reporter.

Foundation tecam of Arkansas State
College, Jonesboro. Members of the
team were: Miss Reginia Watson;
Youth Director, First Methodist
Church, Jonesboro, director of the
group; Jim Keith, Hot Springs; Wil-
lard Womack, McCrory; Carol Kay
Williams, Marked Tree; Laura Beth
Plunket, Jonesboro; Diana Cate,
Walnut Ridge; and Boyce Bowden,
Jonesboro.

The program Friday evening con-
sisted of dinner at six o'clock, after
which get-acquainted games were
played. Then imterest groups were
selected with members choosing the
group in which they were the most
interested. The following arcas were
selected: worship, recreation, pro-
gram planning, and the work of the
youth council.

Saturday the activities began at
10:00 o’clock with a full day of ac-
tivities and continued until 9:30
Saturday evening, closing with a
Communion Service with Rev. J.
Albert Gatlin, District Superintend-
ent, and Rev. Elmo Thomason, pas-
tor, in charge.

The team of workers along with
cooperation of the visiting youths,
furnished the program for Sunday
Morning Worship Service. Mr. Boyce
brought the message.—Reporter

WIDENER-ROUND POND

COLLECTS FOR UNICEF

The Methodist Youth Fellowship
of the Widener-Round Pond Charge
assisted the United Nations’ Chil-
dren’s Fund “Trick or Treat” Offer-
ing by collecting $36.00 Halloween
night. The young people worked in
two groups, one group attending a
Halloween carnival in Round Pond
and making their solicitations there,
and the other group going from
house to house in Widener. )

The latter group ended the night’s
activities by meeting in the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Norsworthy
for refreshments. — Teddye Shaw-
ver, Secretary

You’ll Enjoy Your

Stay at the . ..
Every Modern
Service and
Convenience

@ Elevator!

@ TV in Lobby!
@ Air Condition-
ed and Air

Cooled Rooms
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Foods!

Hotel BACHELOR in Conway!
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In Conway, Ark.

Hotel BACHELOR
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Southern Hospitalityl
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The Youthful Accent
By Hoover Rupert

“BEATITUDES OF A
LEADER”

A while ago the National Educa-

tion Association published a manual
which contained ten beatitudes of a
leader. Because every youth is
faced with challenges to leadership,
because leadership is important to
the success of any organization and
particularly a church youth group,
the list scems especially appropriate
with a little special added com-
mentary here and there (in paren-
thesis).

1, Blessed is the leader who has
not sought the high places, but who
has been drafted into the service be-
cause of his ability and willingness
1o serve.
least for the first experiences of
leadership to which we arc called.)

2. Blessed is the leader who knows
where he is going, why he is going,
and how to get there. (INot many of
us who are followers care about
joining up with a leader or a cause
which is without direction and wor-
thy purpose.)

3, Blessed is the leader who
knows no discouragement, who pre-
sents no alibi. (Every Jleader faces
discouragement and {failures, 1 be-
lieve they mean here the person
who doesn’t let it get him down.)

4. Blessed is the leader who
knows how to lead without being
dictatorial; true leaders are humble.
(How far does the “little Hitler” get
in your MYE?)

5. Blessed is the leader who seeks
for the best for those he secrves.
(How quickly a leader gets a fol-
lowing when he fulfills this qual-
ification!)

6. Blessed is the leader who leads
for the good of the most concerned,
and not for personal gratification
of his own ideas. (Did you ever
have a clique in your group? How
well did its leaders meet this be-
atitude? Not too well if they were
really a part of that clique. You
cannot give your loyalty there and
to the whole group too!)

7. Blessed is the leader who de-
velops leaders while he is leading.
. (No group can long endure a “one-
man-leadership.” The dominant
qualities and strong abilities may
carry the group for awhile, but once
the leader is gone, what happens
then?)

8. Blessed is the leader who
marches with the group; who inter-
prets correctly the signs on the

pathway that leads, to success. (A’

leader can get so far out in front of
his group that he is no longer their

{That hits most of us, at '

OBITUARIES

GOLD — Rev. J. Oscar Gold was
born on July 24, 1883, the son of
Rev. and Mrs. J. O. Gold. He was
married to Miss Eunice Thompson
on June 18, 1912, and to them were
born a son and daughter.

Brother Gold was admitted into
full connection in the Little Rock
Conference in 1926 and served the
following charges: Prescott Circuit,
Winthrop, Paraloma, Center Point,
Leola, Traskwood and Sheridan
Circuit. Due to bad health he lo-
cated but was readmitted in 1949
and was also retired that year. He
passed away on Sunday, October 2,
at his daughter’s home in Hope af-
ter being confined to his bed for
one year and ten days and after
much suffering.

He was a great soul, great in
goodness and in his love and com-
passion for others. He loved people
and was loved by all with whom he
came in contact. He loved his Lord
supremely and his one desire was
to give his life in fullest consecra-
tion to His service. He lived nobly,
served faithfully, suffered patient-
ly and died triumphantly.

He is survived by his wife and his
son and daughter.

It was the writer’s privilege to
live next door to Brother Gold for
three years, and he learned to love
him for what he really was, a broth-
er and friend.

Funeral services werec held in
the Methodist Church in Washing-
ton by the writer, assisted by Rev.
S. A. Whitlow and Rev. L. T. Law-
rence. — W. C, Lewis.

leader. You are only its leader
when you are a vital and active
part of the group itself.)

9. Blessed is the leader who has
his head in the clouds but his feet
on the ground. ('Nuf said. We need
tall-thinking and tall-living lead-
ers.)

10. Blessed is the leader who con-
siders leadership an opportunity for
service. (The true leader must have
the service motive as a dominating
attitude, or soon he loses interest
and his leadership lacks luster).

May I add one more to the list?
Blessed is the leader whose God is
the Lord revealed by Jesus Christ,
for then his leadership will be
Christian leadership and his Chris-
tian service will impart spiritual dy-
namic to the group he leads.

Religion is not just a product of
preaching, or a burden upon man,
but a natural instinct of awe and
faith.—Rev. Albert Q. Perry, Think.

——

Stop in and enjoy our ex-
cellent variety of delicious
foods—at reasonable prices.
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THINGS YOU CAN DO

1. You can live up to your profes-
sion as a Christian scven days a
wecek.

2. You can pray for those who do
not
know the Saviour.

3. You can visit the indifferent and
invite them to church.

4. You can support the church with

your presence.

. You can pay the tithe as your

share toward the work of the

(1]
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Kingdom.—Selected.

The case of

the méggéaﬁg

housewiie

There’s a roast cooking to perfection in the
electric range. Ice cream is being made—in the

refrigerator. Coffee is pe
dren’s play clothes are be

rcolating. The chil-
ing washed clean as

new. But there’s no one in the kitchen!

One clue solves the
works automatically — mo
stay in her kitchen. Right

case — electricity. 1t
ther doesn’t have to
now, she’s attending

a P.T.A. meeting. And when she gets home,

the dinner will be ready,

the laundry done!

Another clue—electricity works at low
wages —costs less than 20 cents a day for the
average family. Isn’t it by far the biggest bar-
gain in your family budget? The men and
women in your electric company are constantly
working to keep it that way.

o 'YOU ARE THERE”~CBS television—witness history’s great events

shitansas
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Luke 9: 23-36
Memory Scelection:

9:23

We are beginning a new unit of
study today—UNIT 1V: “DEMANDS
OF DISCIPLESIIP”. We have al-
ready completed three units of study
containing nine lessons, all of which
were taken from the Gospel as re-
corded by Luke. The first Unit (one
lesson) dealt with the significance of
Jesus' birth for all mankind. The
sccond (three lessons) had to do
with “Opportunities for Christians”.
All Christians have wonderful op-
portunitics for service. In scrving
others they serve Christ. They also
h ave opportunitics for developing
Christian character both in them-
selves and in others. Much was said
about the development of Christ in
every phase of life. In Unit three
(five lessons) was looked into the
matter of “Bringing New Life to
Men"”, The chief object of the com-
ing of Christ into the world was
to bring new life to men. The les-
sons also sought to inspire others
to assist the Lord in this all-im-
portant task and to instruct them
as to how this work might best be
done.

This brings us to our lesson for
today, the theme of which is “The
Meaning of Discipleship”. If we are
to be good disciples of the Lord we
must learn what the texm means.
The primary meaning of the word
“disciple” is learner. While the Lord
was here in the flesh his disciples
were those who followed him
around and heard and learned his
teachings. They also learned much
by following him as an example.

A Look At The Scriptures

The printed text for this lesson
is brief but very dynamic. We have
here one of the most important de-
mands that Christ ever made of his
disciplés. In the first verse of the
lesson (Luke 9:23) which is also
used as our Memory Sclection, the
Lord says,™If any man would come
after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow
mc.”

The matter of self-denial is one
of the hardest things for any person
}o do. We are living in a world that
is filled with selfishness; self-seck-
ing. There are many who say that
one cannot live a wholly unselfish
life in our present world. They feel
that if one should attempt to do so,
selfish people would take advantage
of him and he would not be able to
ge@ along. From the material stand-
point that is true. But the question
is what will a person put first in
life? Shall it be the material things
of life or the spiritual values? It
is trpe that so long as we live in
physical bodies we will have mater-
ial needs that must be met. But our
trouble is we get so busy meeting
these needs that we forget all the
other needs of life. Christ said that
man cannot live by bread alone; the
material things of life alone—fcod,
clothing, shelter, medical care, so-
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 4, 1955
THE MEANING OF DISCIPLESHIP

Read the lesson from your Bible:

“If any man would come after me, let him deny him-
self and take up his cross daily and follow me."--Luke

cial functions, political activities,
recreation, and pleasure. But mind
you, he did not say that man should
try to live without bread. e only
asked that the spiritual vaiues
should be put first. He insisted that
man cannot be truly man; an indi-
vidual made in the image of God un-
less he puts first things first in
life. The lower animals can live by
bread alone but they arce not made
in the image of God. When man
tries to live by bread alone he puts
himsel in the class with them.

This matter of always putting the
spiritual values {irst is costly in our
selfish world. It cost many pcople
their lives. Literally thousand of
people died as martyrs for this very
cause.

The denying of onc’s self does
not mean the fighting against self.
That would only tend to magnify
and keep alive the spirit of selfish-
ness. It rather means the surrender
of self. A lot of people get the idea
that the sacrifice that Christianity
requires is the giving up things that
are wrong that the self desires, but
that is not true. The sacrifice re-
quired is the surrender of self. Every
person is either self-centered or
Christ-centered. To become a Chris-
tian simply means that on changes
the center of his life from self to
Christ. That is exactly what Paul
meant when in Gal. 2: 20 he said,
“I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me.”

The denying of self simply means
the crucifixion of self-interest and
sclf-will and the putting of the in-
terest and the will of Christ first
in life. This makes one Christ-cen-
tered which means to be others-
centered. It will be noted that all
that Christ was and did and said
was for others. There is not even
the slightest hint of selfishness in
his life.

This leads us to say that the denial
of self means the becoming so in-
terested in others that self is for-
gotten. The world is full of people
\':'ho are running down the road of
life crying out “What am I going
to get out of it?” when they should
be raising the question “What can
I put into life?” Some years ago a
self-centered woman went to a wise
doctor. She imagined she had sev-
eral physical ailments. She went
around, so to speak, with her hand
on her pulse all the time. He care-
fully examined her and found that
she had no real organic trouble. He
then made his prescription. He ad-
vised her to completely forget her-
self, become deeply interested in
others and do all she could to help
them. This made her very angry.
But she went away to think about
1t, and decided that after all he
was a very good doctor and at least
?he prescription would be worth try-
Ing. She tried it, and soon was in
robust health,

The above prescription will not
cure all physical ailments, but it
will all spiritual ailments. When one
denies himself thus putting the In-
terest and welfare of others ahead
of his own, or at least on a level
with his own, he becomes conscious
of the Spirit of Christ in his .ife
and finds himself in robust spiritual
health.

Another important matter here is
the taking up of the cross, and do-
ing it daily. Every worthwhile life
must needs go by the way of the
cross. The fact that Christ traveled
that road did not make that true.
He went that way because it was
already true and he was living the
most worthwhile life that was ever
witnessed on this carth,

NMany people get the wrong idea
about the cross that Jesus is speak-
ing of here. For example, a person
loses his health and he looks upon
his disease as his cross. The same
is true if he loses his loved ones,
or his fortune, or what have you?
lle looks upon his losses as a cross
that he must bear. None of these
things can be what Christ is talking
about, for the simple rcason that
they are not things that the indi-
vidual voluntarily takes up; they
are thrust upon him. Christ is talk-
ing about the cross that Christians
are to bear, and the above mentioned
troubles come to sinners as well as
saints. These things belong in the
same category as Paul’s thorn in the
flesh, and he never spoke of his ail-
ment as a cross.

It will be noted that Christ vol-
untarily took up the cross upon
which he gave his life. He had a
rendezvous with death and when
the hour struck he set his face like
flint to go to Jerusalem. He in-
formed his enemies that they were
not taking his life but that rather
he was laying it down. He insisted
that were it for the good of all con-
cerned twelve legions of angels
would be furnished him to rescue
him from his plight. He took up his
cross. It was not thrust upon him.
He did not die the death of a martyr,
but rather of a Redeemer. Accord-
ing to tradition, later on, Peter was
also crucified but he died the death
of a martyr; his cross was thrust
upon him. He did not wvoluntarily
take it.

Many people have taken up their
crosses in the sense in which we are
thinking today. Father Damien took
up his cross when he went to the
Island of Molokia to serve the lep-
ers, where he later contracted the
disease himself and died with it.
David Livingstone denied himself,
took up his cross and followed
Christ when he forsook the comforts

.of civilization and buried himself in

the dark continent of Africa. He de-
clared that if he had a thousand
lives to give he would give them all
for Africa. In our generation, Al-
bert Schweitzer is doing the very
same thing. He is a genius in at
least three fields of endeavor, but
he turned his back upon all of them
and went to use his great talents to
help the most needy people that he
could find in the world, It will be
remembered that he is a great medi-
cal missionary, teacher, and preach-
er in Africa.

Scores of individuals of this type,
both in our generation and in oth-
ers, could be mentioned, but space
will not permit us to go further
along this line. The big questions
that the writer should raise with
himself, and that you should also
raise with yourselves are, Have we
taken un onr ecrosses? Are we deny-
ing ourselves? Are we trying, as
best we can, 10 1oUow In tne 100t-

e

steps of our Master? Are we doing
anything that will stand the strain
of time and the wear of ages and
that will finally commend us as
good and faithful servants when we
stand before the judgment secat of
Christ? These are questions that we
might well ponder while we have
the time and opportunity to mend
our ways.

This brings us directly to our next
verse, which contains the greatest
paradox in any language: “For who-
ever would save his life will lose
it; and whoever loses his life for
my sake, he will save it.” That
sounds like a perfect contradiction
of terms. But when we get the key
the passage is not so hard to under-
stand. However, it is hard to do.
The Lord is talking about the sclf-
centered life as - compared to the
self-giving life. If one lives for
himself he {inally loses his life,
while if he lives for others he saves
it to a never-ending fellowship with
Christ and the unselfish of all ages
of the world. A glance at two Bible
characters will help us see just what
Christ is talking about. Take for
example the Apostle Paul and com-
pare his life to that of the rich
young ruler.

Paul gave his life in strenuous
service for others and finally in a
violent death while the young ruler
saved his. But who of the two men
is really alive today? Take for ex-
ample the matter of influence; as
long as the human race is on this
earth Paul will continue to do good.
The influence of his mighty life will
continue with us. The influence of
the young ruler is nil. We do not
know his name. We would not even
know that he ever lived had it not
been for the fact that on one oc-
casion he came in contact with
Christ.

Then, take their continued exist-
ence. These men are still alive, just
as all people live somewhere for-
ever. Paul is in a state and under
a condition of ever-increasing joy
and satisfaction. The young ruler
(unless he repented later in life, a
thing of which we have no record)
is in that state that Christ himself
described as a place of outer dark-
ness where there is weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Paul gave his
life and saved it, both for time and
for eternity. The rich young ruler
saved his life and lost, and according
to no less authority than Christ, the
loss is irreparable.

What things were gained in a
material way to Paul he counted
lost for Christ and for others. He
made a terrific sacrifice, and he did
it voluntarily; he took up his cross.
Some tell us that when Paul be-
came a Christian his Jewish family
turned their backs upon him, and
so far as the family was concerned
counted him as dead. He was dis-
inherited by a well-to-do father.
He had studied to become a Jewish
rabbi and he could have easily gone
to the top in this profession. But he
turned it all down. He denied him-
self and took up his cross and fol-
lowed Christ.

We next have the idea in our
printed text of being ashamed of
Christ. Paul was once tempted to
be ashamed and with much feeling
he declared “I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ for it is the
power of God unto salvation.” All
of us need to watch ourselves at
this point. Some times our hearts
deceive us and they have a bit of
shame within them of which we are
hardly conscious. Let all of us at all
times and under all circumstances
stand up and he counted for Christ
and the things for which he stood.
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