Official Publicati &

VOL. LXXII.

LITTLE ROCK, A

ETHODISTS IN ARKANSAS" ——
-f;_';v Arkansas Methodism

A State Law Would
Settle ‘Ghe Question

HE persistent demands of the promoters of

an Eastern Arkansas race track continue

unabated. Everything done under the Mc-

Math administration to hush these de-
mands were only temporarily effective.

Under the new state administration the leg-
islature has taken a hand in the fight with about
the same results. The fact that the legislature has
passed new legislation which has set up a new
Racing Commission, apparently with the ulti-
mate objective of settling the second race track
question, instecad of settling the question has
but changed the avowed method of attack by the
promoters.

In the face of the new situation created by
the new Racing Commission, the promoters of
the race track idea, according to press reports,
now propose to go into the courts to force the
Commission to take action against its will and
judgment which they hope would ultimately be
favorable to the race track proposal.

It is difficult to be patient with a group
who seem to feel that they can bludgeon our
state government into doing something which in
the best judgment of its officials would be detri-
niental to our state and an open insult to a
neighboring state.

So long as Arkansas has a law which permits
the building of race tracks in Arkansas, it is
quite probable that we will continue to be
plagued with requests which develop into de-
mands that additional tracks be built. The ques-
tion could be settled and, in our judgment, should
be settled by a law which prohibits race tracks
anywhere in Arkansas where pari mutuel betting
is legalized. That would settle the current
question and it is our feeling that it would settle,
properly, the larger question of legalized gam-
bling in Arkansas. If our legislation does not give
us relief on this question it should be carried to
the people. After the experiences of the past
few months it is our judgment that the citizen-
ship of Arkansas would settle this question for
good.

Cirst Fendrix Endowment
(Campaign Report Encouraging

RIENDS of Hendrix are happy over the
F first published report of the Hendrix Col-

lege Endowment Campaign for $300,000 in

cash and pledges to match a similar amount
offered conditionally by the General Education
Board of New York. On page seven of this issue
is the report by districts which shows that as
of January 15 more than $100,000 in cash has al-
ready been raised toward the $300,000 goal.
Pledges push that figure to almost $200,000. The
campaign extends through December, 1954, at
which time the Board’s offer to match each
$50,000 unit of the $300,000 will expire. Pledges
which are being received are expected to be pgaid
by that time. )

When it is remembered that this is a three
year program and that, for many reasons, the
real work of the campaign has been underway
for less than one-half of a year, we suggest that
the progress to date is very encouraging. The
report indicates that more than one-third of the
goal has already been reached in cash and almost
two-thirds in cash and pledges. One district, the
Little Rock, has already exceeded its goal and

(Continued on page 4)
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Lay cActivities cAnd

(onference <Benevolences

HILE the pastor is the recognized
\ N / leader in the local church, most
of what goes on in its program
may be clessified as lay activities
in one form or another,

To help give direction to lay work in
the local church and on a wider area, from
the layman’s viewpoint, we have a Con-
ference and General Board of Lay Activ-
ities, with lay workers in the leadership
of these Boards. Since the Conference
Board of Lay Activities has no paid work-
ers, the appropriation it receives from
Conference Benevolences is small. In Ar-
kansas from .8 to 1% of the Benevolence
dollar goes to the Conference Board of
Lay Activities. This money is used to help
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defray the expenses of promoting activ-
ities among lay workers. This work is
done by voluntary labor,

It is doubtful whether there has ever
been a time in the history of Methodism
when lay workers accepted so large a
part of the responsibilities of church work
as they do today. Lay workers are no
longer content with just being good lis-
teners and good followers. They feel that

they have a message that will help the

church and the unchurched. They have
accepted a place of leadership in the
church today that holds a high promise for_
tomorrow.

Laymen are more active today in lay
preaching than at any time since John
Wesley used so many lay preachers. Their
influence is being felt throughout the
church. In some sections of the church
they are making a remarkable contribu-
tion to the growth of the kingdom. They
fill large numbers of pulpits that other-
wise would be vacant.

Another significant and ever increas-
ing contribution lay workers are making
to the church program is in the field of
personal and visitation evangelism. There
is no question but that The Methodist
Church has more lay workers today who
are willing to do active service in the
work of evangelism than ever before.
The present program of wisitation and
personal evangelism offers to - our lay
workers an almost unlimited opportunity
which they are willingly accepting. It
should be said, also, that their work in
this field is very effective.
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Yirst Circulation Report -
Next “Week

T the time of this writing many Methodist
circulation campai gn reporis from
churches in the Arkansas-Louisiana Area
have been reccived, and the bulk of

reports from churches will have been received
by .the time this issue has been received by sub-
seribers. If reports received to date are indi-
cative of the general run of reports which will
be received, the Arkansas Methodist and The
Louisiana Methodist will have another wonderfuj
list of subscribers.

.We want to call attention to the reports
which will be published beginning next week
of'the brogress to date in the circulation cam-
paign. Next week's report will include by pas-
toral charges all subscriptions réceived through
Satqrday noon, January 24. We are, of course,
anxious that this report be as complete as
possible. Present subscribers who have not re-
newed their subscription should do that as early
as pqssible in order that pastors may complete
t‘he circulation campaign in their churches and
forward their reports. Campaign reports reach-
ing the Methodist office later than Saturday noon
will be published in subsequent reports in later-
1ssues. The usefulness of the publication to any
<local church depends on circulation,

New National Administration
‘Gakes Office

UESDAY of this week General Eisenhower
became President Eisenhower and for the

first time in twenty years the Republican
] party assumes the leadership of our na-
tion life.

_ In the recent national election there were
dlfferer_lces of opinion pointedly and at times al-
most bitterly expressed. It is not the first time
that national elections have been strongly con-
tested. prever, it has been characteristic of
our American people that outspoken differences
expressed in the midst of campaigns lose much
of thgir forpe when the election is over. Our
American citizenship realizes that anyone who
has been elected President is the President of
a.Il of the people of our Nation,
lines may still be drawn on some
general all join forces for the good o
once the issue of leadership has been decided.

Regax_‘dless of how we voted in the recent
Presidential election there should b

days ahead.

VTh_ere have been few -times, if any, when
a vaeslldent.has faced at the beginning of a new

administration such difficult and complex prob-
lems as our new President and his helpers now
face. Those problems are both national and in-
ternatlona}. A failure with either could easily
mean a failure in both, Some of these problems
ha\{e become dangerously urgent and may not
wait too long for a solution.

No one will
with their conflj
united in plang
we are to surviy

cting opinions to suddenly be
and burposes. NevertHeless, if
€ as a nation, it is essential that

problems. They
be found any other way,

expect all the divergent groups .
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A LETTER FROM THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL

To The Christian
People Of Amerim

I This is the Message adopted by the General Assembly of the National Coun-
f cil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America at its biennial
! meeting held in Denver, Colorado, December 9-12, 1952. The National
Council was formed in January, 1950 when the Federal Council. the Inter-
national Council of Religious Education, six other interdenominational
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agencies and twenty-nine denominations joined forces. Since then another
denomination has become a part of this important Protestant movement.

Dear Fellow-Christians:

Met together in Denver, Colorado, as the second General Assembly of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America, we send you greetings in Christ Jesus.

We include in this greeting all in our nation who profess the Christian
faith. May all of us together prove worthy in thought and in life of the
holy name of Christ which we bear in common, and be witnesses to His
love and saving power in our own country and throughout the world.

L

The National Council of Churches, composed of thirty communions
with a membership of 35,000,000 people, is not itself a church, but a council
of churches. Neither is it a super-church, and does not aspire to become
one. It does not legislate for the constituent bodies which compose it, each
of which retains its tull autonomy. Nor does it claim for its member
churches superiority over Christian churches which, for one reason or
another, are not a part of its fellowship. The Council does, however, afford
a unique medium whereby churches which differ in many respects from
one another can meet together, worship together, think, plan, and act
together.

We are, above all, churches of Christ. The constitutional tie which binds
us is our common allegiance to Him as our Divine Lord and Savior. Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, who is for all of us the one and only Head of
the Church, drew us together and holds us together, in unswerving loyalty
to Himself and to one another, and leads us to seek an even greater unity.

Our supreme task as Christians is to be instruments in God’s hands to
carry forward his purpose in Christ for mankind. Our churches, therefore,
cannot be ends in themselves. We dare not, moreover, make them the
servants of any one culture, class, race or nation. It is disloyalty to God
that Christian churches should pursue a policy designed to bring to them-
selves mere power or prestige, imperial grandeur or worldly acclaim. The
Church of Christ exists to serve God and people, and the churches should
be willing, when need be, to suffer the loss of all things in loyalty to
their Christian allegiance. i

Speaking more specifically Christian churches have a mission to
fulfill. They must radiate the light of God upon all things human; that is
their prophetic mission. They must meditate the love of God to all man-
kind; that is their redemptive mission.

II.

Our several churches have as theilr prophetic mission to consider in
the light of God every aspect of the life of man, both individual and
corporate.

The publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible is a
basic contribution of this Council to the prophetic mission of the Church.
The Bible is the record of God’s self-disclosure to mankind, where the
knowledge of His redemptive love is found, and where men are confronted
with Jesus Christ. Through the Bible we have communion with God. The
Bible is in a unique sense the Word of God.

From time to time the Bible needs to be retranslated. Fresh light
thrown by scholarship upon the meaning of the original Hebrew and Greek
texts and the changes which have taken place in the meaning of English
words, make new translations necessary. We rejoice in a translation of
the Bible which combines loyalty to the original languages of Scripture
with a fine sensitivity to English as currently spoken. We note with satis-
faction that, for the same reasons, the Roman Catholic Church has
abandoned its historic policy of limiting official translations of the Bible
to those made from the Latin Vulgate, and is now also bringing out an
English translation made from the original Hebrew and Greek texts.

It is impossible to overemphasize the importance of the Bible in human
history and the decisive influence which the popular knowledge of the
Book has had on the cultural life of mankind. The decisive difference be-
tween religions, as between cultures, is the place which a given religion
or culture has accorded to the Bible. This Book has been the book of
human destiny. We Americarfs owe to it what is best in our national life
and history. It is, moreover, an inspiring fact that the Book from which
we received our reigious faith is also the chief cultural monument in
English letters.

I11.

The American tradition recognizes in a multiplicity of ways that this
nation exists and functions under God. The recognition of God which is
written into the form and spirit of the American Republic constitutes an
affirmation of faith in a Supreme Being who is the Creator and Father, the
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Ruler and the Judge of man. He is the ground and sanction of human
rights. The American state, far from being indifferent or hostile to religion,
has always recognized the indispensable service which it renders to man-
kind. In our country, religion and government have not been like con-
tiguous squares, but rather like circles which intersect at two points. These
points have been the reverent awareness of God, on the one hand and the
recognition of absolute moral values on the other.

Inasmuch, therefore, as this nation was intended to be a religious
nation, we should use all legitimate means to prevent it from becoming a
secular state in the current sense of the term. A typical secular state, by
rejecting the reality and authority of God and the relevance of religion to
life, depreciates religion and exalts irreligion. Furthermore, secularism
can take on the character of a positive religion, as it has done in certain
modern states, whether of the communist or fascist type. When this happens,
a state tends to assume-divine prerogatives and commits satanic crimes.

Although faith in God is the presupposition of our American tradition,
we must never allow our government to be controlled by any particular
religious organization. That any church should be given preferential
status or be granted a unique distinction or receive special privileges in
the national life or in international relations, would be a violation of our
basic principles and contrary to the best interests of religion and govern-
ment, and disturbing to the peace of our society.

All Christian churches, however, have a prophetic role to play within
the national life. It is their duty so to sensitize the conscience of the nation
and of all classes and institutions within it that no group of citizens shall
arrogate to itself rights and privileges which it denies to others. A particular
concern of our churches is the violation of human rights in the United
States. No person should suffer any form of disability or discrimination
because of race or creed, national origin or social status, but all alike
should be free to share to the fullest degree in the common life.

It is equally part of the responsibility of churches, through their public
witness and the legitimate influence of their members, to secure rectitude
in the administration of public affairs. Because enlightened principles and
personal integrity are so important in all servants of government, it is the
role of prophetic religion to inspire men and women of faith to enter the
service of the state. It is imperative that persons of religious faith and of
first-rate capacity should be encouraged and prepared to accept the re-
sponsibilities of public office, even at a sacrifice to themselves. Only so,
through the insights and power of true religion, can the words “politics”
and “politicians” be invested once more with their former noble associ-
ations.

Another area of concern is the relation of religion to education. Our
culture is in danger of becoming pagan. To prevent this, religion must be
placed at the heart of higher education. Our church-related colleges must
be much more than formally Christian. Some of them we must recapture
from an almost complete secularism. Christians should encourage the
movemenf in many American universities toward the return of religion,
especially the study of the Jewish-Christian heritage, to its rightful place
in the curriculum. Moreover, Christian institutions, and Christian teachers
in all institutions, should be challenged to make their contribution toward
the formulation of a Christian philosophy of life.

The crucial problem concerning religion in education emerges in
relation to the public schools. We believe in our public school system. It is
unfair to say that where religion is not taught in a public school, that school
is secular or godless. The moral and cultural atmosphere in a school and
the attitude, the viewpoints, and the character of the teachers, can be
religious, and exert a religious influence, without religion being necessarily
taught as a subject. On the other hand, a way must be found to make the
pupils of American schools aware of the heritage of faith upon which this
nation was established, and which has Been the most transforming in-
fluence in western culture. This we believe can be done in complete loyalty
to the basic principle involved in the separation of church and state. On
no account must an educational system which is permeated by the pXilos-
ophy of secularism, something quite different from religious neutrality, be
allowed to gain control of our public schools. We cannot, moreover, admit
the proposition that in a public system of education the state should have
the unchallenged right to monopolize all the hours during which a boy
or girl receives instruction five days of the week. In some constitutional
way provision should be made for the inculcation of the principles of
religion, whether within or outside the precincts of the school, but always
within the regular schedule of a pupil’s working day.

In the meantime, the state should continue to accord freedom to
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religious bodies to carry on their own schools. But those who promote
parochial schools should accept the responsibility to provide full support
for those schools, and not expect to receive subsidies or special privileges
from public authorities. The subsidization of education carried on under
religious auspices would both violate the principle of the separation be-
tween church and state, and be a devastating blow to the public school
system, which must be maintained. The solution of the problem lies in
loyal support of our public schools and in increasing their awareness of
God, rather than in state support of parochial schools. The reverent read-
ing of sclections from the Bible in public school assemblies or classes would
make an important contribution toward deepening this awareness.

But in all education, and in culture as a whole, the interests of truth
are dependent upon freedom of thought. It is only through the toleration
of ideas that we can look forward to an increased apprehension of truth
and to the preparation of stalwart representatives of truth. It is, in fact,
good for truth to have to struggle with error. Nothing can be more fatal
to truth and to the welfare of society as a whole than to try to suppress by
force so-called ideological errors. The attempt to suppress freedom of
thought would be a sure way to facilitate the establishment of a totalitarian
form of government. Error must be met by truth in free and open encounter.
The conscientious expression of ideas must not be dealt with by a dungeon,
a boycott or an Index, nor by arbitrary governmental action, character
assassination, or the application of unjust economic and social pressures.

In this stern and tragic moment of history, when our nation has been
called out of isolation and thrust into a position of world leadership, it is
particularly important that the churches should fulfill their prophetic mis-
sion in international affairs. As Christians, as citizens, and as Christian
churches, we shall make our best contribution to world peace and justice
only as we match our effort to combat evils outside our own borders with
unwavering commitment to purify our own attitudes and practices. Let us
above all be free from hate and vindictiveness, remembering at all times
that under the rule of God righteousness is more basic than security.

The military strength which we are building in fear -of possible
aggression by the Soviet union must be sincerely devoted to the cause
of peace and we must guard against complacency or recklessness which
might lead to world conflict. In the face of the most exasperating opposition
we must persist in honest negotiation as the method of settling international
disputes; we must reject the theory that a third world war is inevitable.
There is no contradiction in the claim that even at a.time when military
strength is needed, we should look and plan for the day when all men will
be relieved from the crushing burden of armaments, from the disaster
inherent in a mad armaments race, and from the necessity for the heavy
sacrifices such as the youth of the nations and their families are today
making in Korea. In view of the wide-spread agony of the present hour,
we would with deepest sincerity enter into the common fellowship of
suffering.

We are distressed at the persistent violation of human rights in many
countries, our own included. To mention only a few examples, we are
deeply concerned by the restriction of religious liberty in Spain and
Colombia and lands under communist domination, and by racial discrimina-
tion in the United States and South Africa. We are uneasy when freedom
anywhere is restricted by totalitarian practices, be they political, social,
economic or religious. We believe that true freedom is pessible only
through the faith whereby Christ sets men free. This is a freedom not only
from something, but for something. Men must be free not only to worship
but also to speak and act as responsible human beings in accordance with
their conscience.

In some quarters of our country we witness a mounting criticism of
the United Nations and at times an effort to undermine its work. Our
people must learn that the sovereignty of nations as well as the freedom
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of individuals is under God. The United Nations although frustrated at
some points because cooperation was lacking, has a notable record of
achievement in its social, humanitarian and economic activities and in pro-
viding a forum for world public opinion. It has played a vital part in
settling disputes and in containing conflicts. Christians and Christian
churches have a responsibility to support its work as it seeks to accomplish
the purposes for which it was set up. The approaching nation-wide debates
on the Covenant on Human Rights and the revision of the United Nations
Charter, scheduled to take place in 1955, call for our study and deliberation
to the end that there may be a united expression of Christian opinion.”

In penitence and faith we pray that “this nation under God,” cleansed
from national self-righteousness, may become an effective instrument in
promoting peace and justice for the nations and peoples throughout the
world.

Iv.

The Church has also a redempttve role to fulfill. The lives of men need
light to guide them; but still more, they need love to redeem and to equip
them with spiritual strength for living. The churches must mediate to
people the love of God in Christ and represent to them the spirit of the
Gospel. This very day 80,000,000 refugees need desperately our material,
political and spiritual help. We must so identify ourselves with them and
with all other perplexed and suffering people that we shall think through
from their perspective the problems which concern them. We must in
no case be mere spectators. .

It must be the abiding concern of our churches that the Gospel be
proclaimed to all people. Evangelism, the confrontation of men with Jesus
Christ so that they may accept Him as their Saviour and follow Him as their
Lord in the fellowship of the Church, is the Church’s primary task. It is
not sufficient that the Gospel be preached in established places of worship.
It is necessary that it be taken to the people by every means which human
inventiveness places at the disposal of the Christian church. Let our com-
placency be shaken by the fact that today, even while church membership
stands at an all time peak in the history of our country, there are still
66,000,000 people in the nation who have no religious affiliation.

The Christian churches must thus be witnessing as well as worship-
ping churches. The worship of God must pass into the work of God. The
love of our brethren must pass over into the love of our neighbors who
are outside the Christian fellowship.

When a church is no longer mobile, when the pioneer spirit has left
it, when missionary vision no longer inspires it, when a challenge to high
adventure under God fails to awaken a response in prophetic words and
redemptive deeds, that church is dead. It is dead even should it be ac-
claimed as the most venerable institution of which a nation, a culture, or
an era can boast. For a true church must live a pilgrim life upon the
road of God’s unfolding purpose, keeping close to the rugged boundaries
of His ever-expanding Kingdom.

Because of missions, the Christian community is found today in all the
representative areas of the world. We rejoice that the church of our nation,
together with those of other lands, have over a period of a century and
more contributed decisively to the Christian missionary enterprise which
has been the most important spiritual movement in human history. The
American churches have at the present time an increased responsibility to
carry the knowledge of Christ and the fruits of His spirit beyond our na-
tional boundaries, to keep alive throughout the world the spirit of Christian
fellowship, and to support with prayer and work those members of the
fellowship who are suffering presecution. .

We have now come to a moment in the history of the Church and of
the world when it is not enough that the Church should have missions;
the whole Church must itself become missionary. It might therefore be
said, “Let the Church be the mission.” The Christian Church stands today
in an alien world in a situation which is missionary in the absolute sense.
This situation can be adequately met only if the Church as a whole be-
comes missionary both at home and abroad. The ecumenical movement,
which is largely the fruit of Christian missions, is not merely a movement
of theological discussion and of good ecclesiastical relations confined to
church leaders. The glory of the Christian Church has always been its
missionary fervor. Today church extension with a growing desire for
unity must mark the Church’s life as a whole. The older and the younger
churches must be bound together in a holy partnership to make Jesus Christ
known, loved and obeyed. The whole Church must now advance with
clear vision and sacrificial devotion upon the whole world front.

V.

If this prophetic and redemptive mission of the Church is to be tul-
filled, three conditions must be met:

The spiritual life of our churches must be deepened. We must fathom
depths of spiritual experience which we have not yet fully explored. The
meaning of a “new man in Christ” is something which millions who profess
the name of Christ do not know. Let us betake ourselves to the devotional
study of the Bible individually and in our family circles, and let more
courses for Bible study be provided in our churches. Let prayer become a
deeper reality. Let us not absent ourselves from the corporate worship of
God. Let us take advantage of every help to the understanding of our
faith which our churches make available for us. Let us as good stewards
of our abundance regularly devote to the work of God through His Church
an ample share of that which He has entrusted to us. Above all, let us
commit ourselves to God and to His will with joyous abandon, asking Him
Fo help us to pay the price of being “filled with the Spirit.,” Unexpected
insights and new experiences of release and spiritual power will then
come to us. Everything will become new.

‘ The area of Christian responsibility within our churches must be
widened. The laity must be more fully incorporated into the life and work
of the C;hurc}g. Nothing has been more inspiring in recent years than
th.e way in which lay men and lay women have banded themselves together
within ?he churches, and have established ties across denominational
boundaries.

Only in the measure that Christian lay people take their religion seri-
(Continued on page 8)
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PEV. AND MRS. L. GRAY WILSON of Grady
X announce the birth of a daughter, Lila Jan,
on January 12 at the Lincoln County hospital.

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP was

organized at the new Rose City Methodist
Church in North Little Rock on Sunday, Janu-
ary 18, with fifteen members.

RS. GEORGE KLEEB, wife of our pastor at

Pea Ridge, is scriously ill in the Rogers hos-
pital. Last reports were that she was somewhat
improved.

'(% RS. GEORGE CAGLE, wife of our pastor at
1¥XR Vidalia has suffered a heart attack, and is in
Ferriday Sanitorium. Her condition shows im-
provement, Bro. Cagle reports,

. M. MASON of Terrell, Texas, in renewing

¥ his subscription writes: “Have been reading

the Arkansas Methodist for more than seventy

years. Can’t well do without it. Still love Arkan-
sas, the pecople, the church, the paper.”

PEV. EDWIN B. DODSON, pastor of the Berry-
X ville Methodist Church, gave the invocation
before the House of Representatives in Washing-
ion on Saturday, January 17. Mr. Dodson was
presented to the House by Speaker Joe Martin.

TMHE BRADFORD METHODIST CHURCH

SCHOOL presented a dramatization of the
“Story of Christmas” on Christmas Eve. The
pageant, which was given with beautiful costum-
ing, was under the direction of the Church School
Workers.

EV. ALLEN D. STEWART, pastor, Siloam
1 Springs, has been moved from St. John’s
Hospital, Tulsa, to his home where treatments

will be continued. Brother Stewart will be con- )

fined to his home for several weeks. His family
reports that he is responding well to treatments.

ALVIN ROETZEL, student at Perkins School
of Theology at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity, was the Student Recognition Day speaker at
the Bald Knob Methodist Church on December
28. Calvin graduated from Hendrix College last
June. While at home, he spoke in all the churches
on the Bald Knob Charge.

HARLES A. STUCK of Jonesboro, North Ar-
kansas Conference Lay Leader, spoke on
Tuesday evening, January 13, to members and
guests of The Methodist Fellowship of Wynne
on the opportunities for lay workers in the local
church and community. He was introduced by
the new president of the Wynne Fellowship, Billy
Kernodle.

TUDENT RECOGNITION DAY SERVICE was
held on Sunday morning, December 28, in
the Atkins Methodist Church with Rev. George
Stewart, pastor, introducing the speaker, Jerry
Hughey, student from Hendrix College, who

spoke on “Advantages of a Christian Education.” -

He was assisted in this service by Louis Ralph
Marvel and Charles McCoy, students from Ar-
kansas Tech.

EV. WILLIAM M. WILDER, pastor of Sylvan

Hills Methodist Church, North Little Rock,
will be sent by the Board of Stewards to the
annual Ministers’ Week lectures to be held at
the Perkins School of Theology, Southern Meth-
odist University, Dallas. All expenses will be
paid. These lectures are held for the benefit of
ministers throughout the South Central Juris-
diction and will run from February 2 through 5.

N SUNDAY, February 1, the Sylvan Hills

Methodist Church will be host to a Deputa-
tion Team from Hendrix College, Conway. This
team made up of life service students who are
planning a full-time career in the work of the
church, will be in charge of the services for the
day, and will hold a youth institute in the after-
noon to aid the local organization of the Meth-
odist Youth Fellowship plan for more helpful and
inspirational services and work.
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.TFHE RUSSELL METHODIST CHURCH pre-
sented its annual Christmas program on
Sunday evening, December 21. A large audi-
ence attended the program which was well pre-

sented in spite of the fact that the participants .

and sponsors had not had a place to practice.
The pulpit platform and Choir loft of the new
Church were completed only a few days before
the program. The Church gave a “pounding” to
their pastor on the evening of the program. Rev.
Pharis J. Holifield is the pastor.

TMHE MEN’S CLUB of Winfield Church, Little

Rock, will hold its first meeting of the year
on Monday, January 26, at 6:30 p. m. Speaker
for the evening will be Al Pollard of the Brooks-
Pollard Advertising Agency. His subject will be
“Are You a Free-Wheeling Christian?” Mr. Pol-
lard is a member of the First Presbyterian
Church. He is a feature writer for the Arkansas
Democrat, and is active in civic affairs of the
city. New officers for the club are: James De-
Ment, president; Jimmy Hunt, vice-president; R.
A. Major, secretary and Bill Watkins, treasurer.

ISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN. was ‘lected vice-
chairman of the Curriculum Committee of
The Methodist Church at its quadrennial organ-
ization meeting held January 6-8 in Nashville,
Tennessee. Other officers are Bishop Lloyd C.
Wicke, Pittsburgh, Pa., chairman and Rev. Wal-
ter N, Vernon, Nashville, treasurer. The seven-
teen-member committee is related to the Meth-
odist General Board of Education. Staff mem-
bers and editors of the Board met with the com-
mittee to discuss and plan the church-wide pro-
gram of Christian education in Methodist liter-
ature.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA was presented at
L4 the Bald Knob Methodist Church on Decem-
ber 14. The choir was composed of the regular
members of the Methodist choir with several
members from other choirs and was under the
direction of Mrs. Nina Lou Erminger. Mrs. Curry
Martin was the organist and Miss Marian Swartz
was the pianist. Soloists were Mrs. Jimmy No-
vak, Mrs. Nina Lou Erminger, Roy Abner Huf-
faker, Jr, and Charles Dale Van Patton. The
program was well attended by a audience from
many parts of White County as well as Bald
Knob. The Christmas Cantata is an annual pres-
entation by the Bald Knob Choir.

HE METHODIST MEN of Sylvan Hills Meth-
odist Church received their charter as a
member of the national organization of Meth-
odist Men, sponsored under the General Board of
Lay Activities of The Methodist Church, Wednes-
day evening, January 21 at the Sylvan Hills
Community Building. Roland Shelton, Little
Rock Conference Lay Leader, presented the
charter and gave the principal address. Dr. James
W. Workman, and the pastor, Rev. William M.
Wilder, were in charge of dinner arrangements.
<IN the absence of the president, Tilmon Waters,
the vice-president, Bernard Olds, presided over
the session.

FIRST HENDRIX EDUCATION
CAMPAIGN REPORT ENCOURAGING

(Continued from page 1)
several districts are nearing their goals (40 of
the amount raised in the Hendrix million dollar
campaign of 1946-48). It is quite likely that many
churches have cash and pledges >n hand which
have not been reported and are, of course, not
included in the report of January 15.

The critical days of the campaign are before
us. No leader in Arkansas Methodism doubts for
a moment but that the $300,000 will be raised
by December, 1954, but likewise no leader be-
lieves that this amount will simply make itself
available. There is yet much work to be done.
There is left scarcely two years for those who
will be making pledges to pay these pledges and
these pledges need to be recorded at the earliest
opportunity. Many persons will want to make
their contributions’ in cash and where one can
Go so, and at the same tifie conscientiously do

OGN,

what he or she ought to do financially, this ought
to be done.

Arkansas Methodism is complimented by the
opportunity of this endowment campaign. When
a Rockefeller Foundation sees cnough of an op-
portunity that would persuade its leaders to of-
fer $300,000 to an institution that could produce
a like amount, then the parent of that institu-
tion is to be complimented for having such an
institution. Arkansas Methodism is that parent
and the Foundation will very well know that we
deeply appreciate the help it has proffered.

FOR METHODIST MEN .

A two-color attractively prepared leaflet
telling about a program of leadership by men in
the.local church has been made available for
distribution to members of local churches on the
Fourth Sunday of February. This is a World
Service leaflet which gives information about
some of the work of our General Board of Lay
Activities. It is titled, “For Methodist Men.”
Copies may be had in quantities desired by
writing to the Service Department, 740 Rush
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois.

REPORT ON WORLD SERVICE
FOR DECEMBER

Methodist giving to World Service during
December showed substantial gains over Novem-
ber receipts and brought the seven-month total
of the current fiscal year up to more than 13
per cent above receipts for a similar pericd last
year. :

In a financial report for December issued by
the Rev. Dr. Thomas B. Lugg of Chicago, treas-
urer of the Council on World Service and Fi-

nance, giving to World Service during December .

amounted to $846,027.53. This brought the figure
for the first seven months of this fiscal year up
to $3,909,065.35.

Other December receipts for benevolences
included: World Service specials, $15,334.09;
General Advance Fund, $182,656.17; Week of
Dedication, $7,193.93; and Fellowship of Suifering
and Service, $95,713.22.

BISHOP MARTIN ANNOUNCES

CHANGES IN APPOINTMENTS

The following changes in appointments in
the North Arkansas Conference were announced
this week by Bishop Paul E. Martin:

Dr. James W. Workman, part time chaplain
at Ft. Roots Veterans’ Hospital, will supply the
pulpit of the Plainview Methodist Church for
the remainder of the conference year.

The Rev. Edwin Sooter has been appointed
to the Ola Charge and the Rev. W. V. Walthal
to the new Rose City church. Mr. Walthal, re-
tired minister of the Oklahoma Conference, re-
sides at 111 Pike in North Little Rock. The Rev.
Kenneth Hatfield, formerly at Ola, was assigned
tc the Centerton Charge in the Fayetteville Dis-

(Continued on page 5)
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By Dr. Ralph W. Sockmam

A Lift For Living

THAT GUILTY FEELING

If there is any reader who has no guilty feelings on any score, anyone
who has an absolutely clear conscience he may as well turn the page for
this message is not for him.

Where do these feelings of guilt come from? Are they because we have

done something that our neighbors do not approve of?”
Well, back in the Genesis story of Eden, Adam and
Eve had no neighbors. Yet the record is that after they
had caten of a certain fruit, they heard the voice of the
Lord. And when God called, Adam replied: “I heard
thy voice . . . and I was afraid, because I was naked,
and I hid myself.” And the Lord said, “Who told thee
that thou wast naked?’” ’

Yes, who did tell the first parents to be ashamed
and afraid? In this figurative fashion, the Genesis
writer, with deep psychological insight, asserts that

e sl guilty feelings follow the indulgence of certain desires
even before there is any society to establish moral conventions. In fact,
that is the way moral codes get started.

Embedded in the original texture of human nature is something which
we call conscience. It can make us feel guilty, whether others see us or
not, whether others approve or disapprove what we do. Conscience may
make a man go against the conventional codes of his family, his class or
his nation, even to disgrace and martyrdom. Conscience may make a person
feel in the wrong even when the crowd applauds. Conscience is not merely
the echo of the crowd’s voice. It is the echo of the Creator’s voice. And we
can have no real peace of mind or peace of soul until we achiceve peace
of conscience.

Regarding conscience as merely a social device to make us conform
to its approved deeds, we lose respect for it as having any divine sig-
nificance or conscquence. Like the boy who thinks his father is old-
fashioned and doesn’t understand him, so we may argue that certain things
may be wrong for the general run of people but our situation is peculiar
to ourselves and this is all right for us to do. :

One way of trying to frec ourselves from guilt feelings is to flec from
them. We may rush around in such a stir that we never give the Lord a
chance to lead us beside the “still waters,” wherein we sec¢ the reflection
of our real selves. Sometimes we can take our thoughts off our personal
shortcomings by giving ourselves to good causes, thinking that our social
service cancels out our private guilt.

Or like Francis Thomson, the English medical student, who wrote”

“The Hound of Heaven”, we may seek to elude the troubling voice of
conscience by immersing ourselves in “streams of running laughter” and

in the noise of gay pleasures. And when we are told that there are over

five million alcoholics in this country, we realize how many are trying to
drown their consciences in indulgence. )

In still another way do men seck to got rid of guity feelings. They
may try to kill the conscience. Nietzsche, the philosopher who indoctrinated
the Prussian group around the Kaiser, advocated a “transvaluation of
values,” which would make men regard the good as evil and the evil as
good. He held that to follow Christ’s ethics would make a nation of
slaves. Therefore, just reverse the values and call force and cruelty and
hate virtues. Hitler also shouted that he was doing away with the fearsome
old Ten Commandments and creating a brave new world. But Nietzsche
died in a madhouse, the Kaiser went into Exile, Hitler was buried beneath
Berlin’s debris, and Germany lies in ruins.

The Epistle of John puts it, “When we say that we are not guilty, we
deceive ourselves.” We may try to keep too busy to think about our sins,
but in those interludes of time before we go to’'sleep—or before we can get
to sleep despite all our sleeping tablets—haunting fears harass us. And
because we have not inner peace of mind, we are restless, cantankerous, and
ill-adjusted, not good company for ourselves or others. And very possibly
we get to the point where we avoid those places and persons that remind
us of goodness. Not everybody who stays away from church does so
because the church services are dull. We clergymen know we are not
always interesting. We know we are not so hot. But even when we are
dull, we are too hot for some people’s consciences! They stay away from
church because they feel uncomfortable in the presence of religious re-
minders.

Would we enjoy mental peace and personal power? Maybe what is
preventing this is just an old-fashioned cause—a bad conscience. Instead
of consulting a psychiatrist, maybe the secret we need is that of Sir Galahad
who could say, “My strength is as the strength of ten because my heart
is pure.” ’

COUNCIL REPORTS
INCREASED GIVING

New York, Dec. 23—The cost of
living may seem to have been rising
with dizzy speed—but for the last
five years the average America’s
Annual contributions to his church
have been rismg even faster.

This was one of the trends indi-
cated in the annual report on church
giving issued by the Joint Depart-
nent of Stewardship and Benevol-
ence of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A.

This year’s figures show that 47
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox
communions reported a total of $1,-
286,633, 160, an increase of 10.3 per-
cent over the previous year's total
of $1,166,443,648.

The ' average contribution per
members was '$34.32, a gain of $1.99
or 6.1 percent over the previous
year’s per member contribution of
$32.33. The difference in percentage
gain was accounted for by the rise
In membership reported by the 47
church bodies.

The largest total contributions in
this year’s report were for the large
denominations: The Methodi st
Church, with $268,623,814; the
Southern Baptist Convention, with
$222,838,109; the Presb yterian
Church, U. S. A,, with $112,841,865.

Average per member contributions
for these bodies were $46.46 for the
Presbyterian, $31.83 for the Southern
Baptists, and $29.63 for the Meth-
odists.

CHAPLAIN HARRIS PRAYS
TO OPEN 83RD CONGRESS

The Rev. Dr. Frederick ‘Brown

Harris, for nearly thirty years min- -

ister of Foundry Methodist Church,
Washington, D. C., was utranimously
re-elected Chaplain of the United
States Senate at the organization of
the 83rd Congress.

Dr. Harris has held this office
since 1942 with the exception of

‘three years. Several years ago, by

order of the Senate, a bound volume
of his prayers in behalf of that body
was issued as an official Senate
document.

Until recently Dr. Harris was pres-
ident of the Federation of Churches
of Washington. He is known, also,
as the author of several books and
for his syndicated weekly newspaper
editorial, Spires of the Spirit.

LOOKING TO 1956
CONFERENCE

A 12-member committee has been
set up as a clearing house for mat-
ters relating to revisions in legis-
lation on the Methodist ministry, in-
cluding memorials to be presented
to the 1956 General Conference.

Named at the recent conference

LAWYER SEES CHANGE IN SUPREME
COURT PHILOSOPHY

New York — A “definite change” in the phil-
osophy of the U. S. Supreme Court was shown
in its decision last year upholding New York’s
released-time religious education program, a
prominent lawyer said here.

Charles H. Tuttle, head of a group of attor-
neys who successfully defended the New York
program in a series of court battles, said that “the
tide of secularism in this country was sfopped
* when the cold war became hot,” and that this
apparently affected the high court’s view on the
State’s relation to religion.

He told a dinner meeting of the Greater
New York Coordinating Committee on Released
Time of Jews, Protestants and Roman Catholics

a Church-State
decisions had done.

concert or union or
other.”

JANUARY 22, 1953

that the Supreme Court decision no longer in-
terpreted the First Amendment as establishing
separation

The majority opinion in the released-time
case, Mr. Tuttle said, stated that the
Amendment “does not say that in' every and all
respects there shall be a separatlgn of Church
and State. Rather, it studiously defines the man-
ner, the specific ways, in which there shall be no
dependency one on the

The dinner was tendered by the Committee
to honor Mr. Tuttle, a Protestant, and his fellow
attorneys of the defense staff—Porter R. Chand-

“ler, a Roman Catholic, and Louis M. Loeb, a Jew.

“wall” as previous
trict.

First

—_—

until annual conference,

James R. Shelton on Janu
pastor since June, 1951, will
of- Theology,
Dallas, Texas

ONE METHODIST IN
CABINET NINETY-TWO
IN CONGRESS

Methodists scem to be more nu-
merous in the new Congress than
the adherents of any other religious
body.

This is true both in the Senate
where there are 19 who express
Methodist preference and in  the
House where there are at least 72.

There is but one Methodist in the
new Cabinet, Herbert Brownell, Jr,,
the new Attorney General. . Mr.,
Brownell is a former chairman of
the Republican National Committee,
He and Mrs. Brownell met in the
Washington Square Methodist
Church, New York. Their in-town
home is less than two blocks from
the New York Methodist Building.
The Brownells are members of
Christ Church, of which the Rev.
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman is the min-
ister, and their four children are
regular attendants of . the Christ
Church school.

In the tabulation of the religious
affiliation of the new Congress it
will be noted that all but two Sen-
ators are covered. However, in the
House tally the preference of 91 of
the 435 Representatives are not re-
ported.

LEADERS PLAN SE
JURISDICTION MISSION

Mecting January 6-8 in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., 150 Methodist leaders
drafted plans for an intensive cight-
state evangelistic campaign to be
launched in April throughout the
Southeast.

In attendance were the eight bish-
ops and 137 district superintendents
of the church’s Southeastern Juris-
diction, plus representatives of the
General Board of Evangelism and
other Methodist agencies,

“You Need Christ Now!” will be
the slogan of the United Evangelistic
Mission. Leaders hope to enroll
200,000 new church members.

The southeastern campaign is said
to be the Methodist Church’s largest
single evangelistic effort to date.
Approximately 5,218 local churches
will participate in the mission, to
be conducted in two main phases,
April 17-26 and May 1-8, climaxed
by regional “victory mass meetings”
on May 24.

e —

on the ministry held at the National
College for Christian Workers in
Kansas City, the unofficial group is
made up of leaders in the field of
ministerial education — two from
each jurisdiction of the church.

American church membership to-
day stands at a record 88,673,005. The
total represents 58< of the popula-
tion compared with 49% in ’40. —
Lawrence Galton, American Mag.

—_— e

BISHOpP MARTIN ANNOUNCES
CHANGES IN APPOINTMENTS
(Continued from page 4)

Ralph Ruhlen, assistant professor
» will serve the
'ch in Conway
Succeeding the Rev.
ary 25. Mr. “Shelton,
enter Perking School
Southern Methodist University,
» the latter part of this month to do
- He will also be 3 member of {he

staff at Highland Park Methodist Church in

Dallas.
Mr. Ruhlen isg a .member
Conference, ! er of the Ka n;a s
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF

To be sure, many thoughtlessly
shrug off serious consideration of
life’s final significance, and proceed
from day to day on what passing
happiness they find . ..

To find the permanent amid the
impermanent, the durable aimid the
fugitive, is now a matter of life
and death . ..

The highest use of a shaken time.is
to discover the unshakable . . .

Christian faith affirms not only
eternal truth but eternal purpose. ..
Inevitable progress is a flimsy
dream . . .

What a football game would be
without goal posts, life would be
without moral standards . . .

The law-abidingness of this cosmos
does not stop at the frontier of the
physical; it carries over into the
moral world . ..

—From A FAITH FOR TOUGH
TIMES, by Harry Emerson
Fosdick

ALL THINGS ARE OURS

Verse for today: For all things are
yours; . . . the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things
to come; all are yours. I Cor. 3:
21-22.

Scripture: Psalm 104:24-35.

In my student days, one Saturday
morning found me at the beginning
of a twenty-five mile horseback
ride, with only one sermon prepared
for the two services on the mor-
row. It was in the mountains of
southern Oregon, and as I rode up
the valley toward the hills, I was
enthralled by the magnificence of
the rain-washed, fir-clad summits,
and the thought came to me: “All
this is mine! Mine to enjoy, even
though I do not own it.” Paul's
words, “All things are yours,” came
to my mind, and by the end of
the five-hour ride, my sermon was
ready.

Paul’'s words, however, are much
more than a sermon text. In them
is a basic truth for every child of
God. All the glories of God’s world
are ours—the colorful vistas of Ari-
zona, the incomparable panorama
from Oahu’s Nuuanu Pali, the gla-
ciers and fiords of New Zealand,
and the roses in our garden.

Best of all, the glories of God’s
redemption through Jesus Christ are
ours. Life and death also are ours,
for through faith in Christ we have
eternal life. The present is ours,
for we can serve God in the strength
of his Spirit. And things to come
are ours, for the future belongs to
God and to his people.

PRAYER: Our Father, we praise

thee for the rich heritage that is ours

in the beauties of nature; but above
all we thank thee for Jesus Christ
our Savior. Help us that we may
possess the reality of his salvation.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

—Frank L. Purnell, in
The Secret Place

Out of an estimated population in
S Korea of 20 million, approximate-
ly 10.5 million are in need of aid—
Watchman-Examiner s
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Of grief forever.

THE UNSEEN LAND

There is a land no eye hath seen

Beyond the clouds that intervene,
Where cometh never,

The raging storms of doubt and fear,

Where shall be dried the bitter tear

There is a home beyond the sky,
Eternal joys that never die,

And life immortal,
I'm facing toward that heavenly shore,
Where cometh sorrow mnever more,

In that fair portal.

I have a mansion in that land,
A house not made by mortal hand,
Where there’s no sorrow,
I know my name is written there,
I'll read it in that record fair,
Some bright tomorrow.

I'll meet my loved ones in that day,

When all the mists have cleared away,
And sing the story, -

Of love profound that lifted me,

That touched my soul and made it free,
With his own glory.

—@G. N. Cannon, Stephens, Arkansas

“A LIVING AND HOLY SACRIFICE"

“I plead with you therefore, brethren, by the compassion of God, to present
all your faculties to Him as a living and a holy sacrifice acceptable to
Him—a spiritual mode of worship.” (Romans 12:1) (Weymouth)

Religion, Dr. George A. Gordon

gives a parable on stewardship.

Dr. Gordon says that there is in
Franconia Notch a sheet of water
called Echo Lake. If a good singer
goes there about sunset and sings
clearly and slowly the first verse of
“Rock of Ages” and listens the great
‘mountain returns his voice, magni-
fied, and the song glorified. But let
a ribald song be sent across Echo
Lake by a harsh voice torn with
discord that kind of song will come
back across the lake to the singer.
Then Dr. Gordon adds, “This Echo
Lake seems to me to be a symbol of
the moral world and the universe in
which we live.” The kind of life
that we come to put into our world
will be the kind of life that we have
returned. '

Christian Stewardship is the rec-
ognition that our lives are a sacred
trust and all that we have turned to
serving Him. It is simply the dedi-
cation and consecration of our time,
our talents, our all to God. We use
the best that we have in His service
and the best will come back to us

IN his book, My Education and

.magnified and glorified. How im-

potent our efforts would be unless
they are fortified and strengthened
by the power of God! Use the pow-
ers of our life for wrong and life
will echo back the same harshness
and discord that we have put into
it. Stewardship is placing the best
that we have at God’s disposal.
There are those who have the
idea that Christian Stewardship
means only the disposition of their
money—chiefly, giving a tenth to
God. It certainly means that we
have a certain attitude towarq giv=-
ing our money, but it creates deep
seated convictions as to how we
make our money. Furthermore,
stewardship is the proper attitude
toward the whole of life, our rela-

tionship- with God, our fellowman,
and our responsibility to the com-
munity where we live. This is what
Paul is driving at in the scripture
above, “Present all your faculties
to Him as a living and holy sacri-
fice.”

Every man will be held account-
able for what he does with this
sacred trust. There is a deeper ele-
ment than this, however, and that
is the motive that moves us. “Right
motive is the root of and right con-
duct is the fruit of true religion”.
When stewardship means merely ex-
ternal obedicnce to law and rules,
it leaves the more important part
of religious life out. Loyalty to God
becomes loyalty to a system of com-
mandments and regulations that
rules individual judgment out and
reduces conscience to a bare mini-
mum. These little details of conduct
were worked out in such minute
ways that religion was a millstone
about the neck of the average man.
Jesus came liberating .the people
from this bondage and giving them
one great guiding principle, the law
of love. Spirit is beyond ceremony
and persons are of first and fore-
most importance. Dr. Earl Crawford
paraphrased the great command-
ment: “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart (the feel-
ing nature), with all thy mind (the
intellectual nature), with all thy
soul (the volitional nature), and
with all thy strength (the physical
nature).” This leaves no doubt that
when we think of stewardship that
we must think of the entire life.

This brings us to a deeper evalu-
ation of man. No longer is he the
creature of time but of eternity. He
is not a mere pawn of a system of
government, nor of economics, he is
created to live in fellowship with
God. God needs his talents and calls
man into His family to be a son.
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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Almighty God, grant us thy gift
of loyalty. For our homes give us
love and obedience; for our country,
sacrifice and service; for our church,
reverence and devotion; and in
everything make us true to Thee;
through Thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

—From BOOK OF WORSHIP

A PRAYER

Lord, let not my religion be

A thing of selfish ecstasy;

But something warm with tender
care

And fellowship which I can share.

Let me not walle the other side

Of trouble’s highway long and wide;

Make me a Good Samaritan,

And neighbor unto every man.

—Clarence M. Burkholder

—_ —

An authority was lecturing on bugs
before a college class and said, “The
more I see of people the more I
think of bugs.” That might possibly
be all right for a person who never
gets above “the bug level” of life,
but it is far from God’s evaluation.
Touch the New Testament at any
point and doubt vanishes as to God's
chief concern in His universe. Any
man who throws his life away and
dissipates his energy dges so in the
face of a love that wis so intense
that it spared not ITS most Be-
loved to redeem man, “For God so
loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have
eternal life.” Wiih this conviction
there is the binding obligation to
grow to full maturity in mind, soul,
and body.

How empty is the life that de-
velops nothing to consecrate! Think
of the numbers of people who are
using their abilities to desecrate and
destroy life! Think of the people in
the Church who are permitting their
talents to lie dormant! What powers
of righteousness could be brought
against evil if the sleeping giant
would be awakened to love and
service! He who forgets the enrich-
ment of his own soul through pray-
er, worship, and Christian service
is neglecting the priceless possession
that God has given him. Or con-

.sider the way that some people de-

stroy their physical bodies. William
James once said, “One of the strange
spectacles to be seen everywhere
and every day is that of men oper-
ating their bodies at a loss in order
to operate their business at a profit.”
Our guard must be up against any-
thing that will thwart the purpose
of God for each life.

Paul’s question is still pertinent
for any day, “Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?” A deeper con-
ception of Christian Stewardship
is a firm foundation to begin in
settling our basic problems. Chris-
tian Stewardship declares that all
vocations which minister to the
needs of men are sacred. The farm-
er should raise his crops, the teach-
er should teach in the schoolroom,
the lawyer seek justice, the doctor
perform his duties with the same
purpose and fidelity that a minister,
missionary, or any other full-time
Christian worker would. Our vo-
cation is a gift to be dedicated unto
the glory of God.

(Continued on page 15)
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In The First Report of the
Current $600,000 Endowment Campaign

Hendrix College

Nears One-Third -
Mark

By DR. MATT L. ELLIS, President

Hendrix College

R. Joe T. Thompson, Campaign director
M of the Hendrix College $600,000 Cam-

paign, has asked the 14 district superin-

tendents of Arkansas to report the
amount of cash and pledges in hand on January
15. While it is difficult to get complete and ac-
curate reports at this stage of our undertaking,
the district superintendents have been most co-
operative in their efforts to furnish a picture of
the whole state, and the figures which are sub-
mitted herewith, though incomplete, are very
encouraging.

It is gratifying that all districts have by this
time made a creditable beginning in their effort
to reach the goal of 40% of what was done in
the Million Dollar Campaign in 1947. Some have
made substantial progress toward their goals,
others are within a stone’s throw of their ob-
jectives, and one district has actually gone be-
yond 40% of its figures in the Million Dollar
Campaign.

Cash received to date totals $101,785.91. Cash
and pledges have now reached $194,535.04. Here
is the report by districts:

Arkadelphia District .. e 1,519.00
Batesville District .....ccoccooevrvievcirereirienne 3,497.40
Camden District ....... .....20,330.00
Conway DIStrict .....ococoveorevvveereeeeereenenn. 25,180.00
TFayetteville District ......ccoovcvviecerrennes 6,989.20
Forrest City District ...ccoccooevrvcnrnrivrrinrnnnn. 10,844.55

Fort Smith District ..o, 19,859.00
Hope DIStrict ..o 8,175.00
Jonesboro District ........ccccoviveiiiiieiiennn, 25,126.00
Little Rock District ......cooccocoveevveneccieee. 52,913.58
Monticello District
Paragould District
Pine Bluff District
Searcy District

TOTAL $194,535.04

These figures reveal some very interesting
things about the Campaign. For one thing, they
give definite and positive assurance of success
in this undertaking, The task is not yet ac-
complished, there is much more work to do, but
Methodists of Arkansas have begun in a very
fine way and their spirit has demonstrated that
this work for Hendrix College can be completed
ahead of schedule. Long before the deadline,
December 31, 1954, we will have closed the books
on a victorious campaign.

Again, this report reveals the power of the
united forces of our church. We have always
depended upon the bishop, district superintend-
ents and pastors, and this time these loyal and
devoted men have again responded in their usual
fine manner. But the campaign has shown new
interest and loyalty on the part of laymen. A
great layman from the Board of Trustees has
led the cooperative undertaking and it has been
through the enthusiasm and loyalty and gener-
osity of many laymen in many places, responding
to the appeal of ministers, that we are so well
off at this early date, at the end of the first year
of the three-year .campaign period. We have
been delighted to find Methodists of Arkansas
go beautifully and powerfully united.
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Another important thing about this report
i that more than half of the subscriptions are
in cash. $100,000 in hand really means $200,000
to the college; for the General Education Board
is matching cash contributions dollar for dollar,
and the appropriation is in units — five $50,000
units and five $10,000 units; these amounts are
paid as we report that we have raised equal
amounts. Gifts of Hendrix friends thus mean
double benefit to the college in support of faculty
salaries,

At this stage in our undertaking, we express
our sincere gratitude to the irustees of Hendrix,
to Mr. Joe T. Thompson, Campaign chairman,
to a host of fine laymen who have given en-
thusiastically of their time and their means, to
Bishop Paul E. Martin and to all district super-
intendents and pastors who have helped make
this excellent progress report. It is the Campaign
Committee’s purpose to publish other reports
from time to time and keep Methodists in Ark-
ansas posted regarding our work. Soon there
will be a charge-by-charge report and this will
show that several churches have already paid in
full the amount which they assumed and many
others have already reached their goal in pledges
and cash.

We set ourselves to the task of finishing the
work so wonderfully begun.

HOSPITAL AND HOME MEETING SET

More than 500 persons are expected at the
annual convention of the National Association
of Methodist Hospitals and Homes when it meets
in Chicago’s Palmer House February 11 and 12.

Methodist institutional chaplains, directors
of nurses, auxiliary presidents, and chairmen of
conference boards of hospitals and homes are
invited, besides administrators of the 193 Meth-
6dist hospitals and homes in the United States.

Bishop Marshall R. Reed, Detroit, will give

the keynote address Wednesday morning on the
subject, “That God May Live.” Bishops Paul E.
Martin, Little Rock, Charles W. Brashares, Chi-
cago, Lloyd C. Wicke, Pittsburgh, William T.
Watkins, Louisville, and Charles C. Selecman,
Dallas, are also on the program.
_ Bishop Watkins, president of the Board of
Hospitals and Homes, will preside at the recog~
hition banquet and present new memberships in
the Methodist Hall of Fame in Philanthropy.,

4

UN URGED TO CONTINUE
PEACE TALKS

New York, January 7—The United Nations
General Assembly was urged to persevere in
Korean truce efforts “which will safeguard pris-
oners of war against forcible repatriation or
forcible detention”, in a letter from the Bishop
of Chichester, President of the World Council of
Churches’ Central Committee, meeting in Luck-
now, India. The appeal to the United Nations,
addressed to Assembly President Lester B. Pear-
son, was transmitted today through the Commis-~
sion of the Churches on International Affairs,
which represents the World Council at the United
Nations.

The communication stressed the importance
of “negotiated settlements” to solve not only the
Korean but wider problems, and welcomed the
“expressed willingness of the highest authorities
of certain great powers tp hold personal dis-
cussions.” Recognizing the difficulties and the
need to satisfy “the essential preliminary con-
ditions of successful consultation”, the Bishop of
Chichester appealed to the United Nations to
“guard against any extension of the conflict”
and to persist in promoting negotiations “until
success is achieved.” ’

The Bishop of Chichester described breaking
the deadlock in Korea as “the immediate and
essential step” to constructive action on the
serious economic needs, especially in Asia, which
“cry out for attention.”

Copies of the appeal were sent to Secretary-

General Trygve Lie and to the heads of all
U. N. delegations.

President of the National Association, the
Rev. B. W. Selin, superintendent of Bethany
Home and Hospital in Chicago, and the Rev. Dr.
Karl P. Meister, Chicago, executive secretary of
the Boarc_:l of Hospitals and Homes, will address
the opening session. Olin E. Oeschger, Chicago,
administrative assistant and personnel secretary
of the‘ board, will introduce new institutional
administrators. '

Other speakers at general sessions are: Dr.
Dean .W._ Roberts, director of the commission on
chronie illness, Baltimore, Md.; Lester E. Cox,
preglder_xt, board of trustees of Burge Hospital,
Syrmghe}d, Mo.; and Edwin L. Jones, prominent
construction company executive, Charlotte, N. C.
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Christian Educatwon:

™ NORTH ARKANSAS
CONFERENCE NOTES

By Ira A. Brumley
New Certification

Rev. Arvill C. Brannon has been
certified to teach the First Series
Course on Educational Work in the
Small Church. He is planning to of-
fer this course in two of his church-
s, beginning late in January, teach-
ing this course at Tilton and Weiner.

Three additional church school of-
{ferings have reached our office in
the past week: Vanndale $10.00;
Macedonia $10.00; and Augusta
$25.00.

Elm Springs Methodist Church is
organizing a Nursery Home Program
and an Adult Home Program. This is
the way in which many of our
church schools can expand their pro-
grams.

Dr. James W. Workman is plan-
ning for a one-unit training school at
Plainview, to be held January 18-
20, using the First Series Course on
The Local Methodist Church.

New Evangelism Materials

The General Board of Education
has prepared a new series of free
materials to stimulate pre-Easter
evangelism in the church school.
These are scheduled to be ready in
early January. You will order these
from The Service Department, P. O.
Box 871, Nashville 2, Tennecssee.
These leaflets are as follows:

Evangelistic Teaching — Children
(184-B)

Evangelistic
(2367-B)

Win Youth to Christ (2368-B)

Evangelistic Teaching — Adults
(4450-B) ’

Evangelistic Teaching (8287-B)

Teacher’s Responsibility List (881-
B)

Teaching — Youth

Harrison Training School

The Harrison Methodist Church
and the Valley Springs Charge were
represented in a cooperative training
school held at Harrison, January 11-
15. Rev. Robert Bearden of Conway
represented the Methodist Church
on the faculty. Thirty-five Metho-
dists enrolled in the school.

Blytheville Area School

The Blytheville Area Training
school was held at First Church,
Blytheville, January 12-16, with an
enrollment of over 100 even though
the “Flu” cut down the attendance.

Four courses were offered:

Christian Beliefs, Alf A. Eason

Christian Stewardship, John Bay-
liss

Ways of Teaching, Bob McMaster

A Preface to Bible Study, Ira A.
Brumley.

Roy 1. Bagley served as Dean of
the School.

The following charges were repre-
sented: Manila; Blytheville, First
Church; Blytheville, Lake St.; Bly-
theville, Wesley-Half Moon; Yarbro-
Promised Land; and Dell.

China Missionaries Relocating
In ‘Other Far East Countries

* Forty per cent of the 2,108 North
American Protestant missionaries
who were in China in 1950 now are
serving at other overseas posts,

-mainly in the Far East, according to
" a survey by the Missionary Research
‘Library ih New York. Another’ 25
. ‘per ¢ent have been reassigned to the
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LEAFLETS FOR PARENTS
AND TEACHERS

Nashville, Tenn. — The General
Board of Education announces a new
series of eight leaflets for parents
and teachers. They have been pre-
pared by the Department of the
Christian Family in cooperation with

. the Department of the Christian Ed-

ucation of Children, Priced at cost of
printing and distribution (20 cents a
dozen, $1.00 a hundred, cash with
order), these leaflets should meet a
real demand for inexpensive helps
for parents. The titles are:

Parents — Teachers of
(3024-B)

Teaching Children About - God
(3025-B)

Teaching Children About
(3026-B)

Teaching Children to Make Right
Choices (3027-B)

Teaching Children World-Minded-
ness (3028-B)

Religion

Jesus

Teaching Children About Sex
(3029-B)
Teaching Children About the

Bible (3030-B)

Teaching Children About Prayer
(3031-B))

A sample set of the above leaflets
may be secured upon request. Please
enclose 10 cents to cover postage and
packing.

A new leaflet, Mixed Marriages
(3032-B), quotes the Baptist state-
ment on Protestant-Catholic marri-
age and indicates the predominant
Methodist attitude.

Order from the Service Depart-
ment, Board of Education, Box 871,
Nashville, Tennessce.

INSTITUTES IN LITTLE ROCK
CONFERENCE

The Rev. Roy E. Fawecett, execu-
tive secretary of the Methodist Little
Rock Corference Board of Educa-
tion, has announced the schedule
for a series of institutes on church
literature to be held in the confer-
cnee next month.

Dr. Walter Vernon of the Metho-
dist General Board of Education staff
in Nashville, Tenn., will conduct the
institutes at Fordyce Methodist
Church on Feb. 18; Asbury Metho-
dist Church in Little Rock, Feb. 19:
and First Methodist Church in Hot
Springs on Feb. 20, -

‘He is administrative associate of
the editorial division of the General
Board and is editor of The Church
School and Sourcebook, denorhina-
tional publications.

Dr. Vernon will give a general
presentation of materials at each in-
stitute, discussing the way to use
them, how the Bible is used in con-
nection with teaching them, and
similar topics. Those attending will
then divide into groups for discus-
sion of age group materials, adult,
youth or children.

The studies, according to the Rev.

U. S. and its territories and to Can-
ada. The survey showed that 837 of
the Protestant missionaries in China
two years ago are already at new
stations. Of this number, 138 are in
Japan, 129 in the Philippines, 100 in
India and Pakistan, 114 on Formosa
and 78 in Hong Kong and Macao,
with smaller numbers reassigned to
other areas around the world. Sev-
enty-six others are currently await-
ing reassignment. Another 504 have
been transferred to posts in the U. S.
and Canada and 19 to Hawaii and

- Alaska, while 213 have been retired. -

ANNUAL MEETING OF BOARD OF
MINISTERIAL TRAINING

EARLY 200 Methodist preach-
N ers proved recently that they
can withstand temptation.
Overcoming the natural
tendency to stay close to home in the
holiday season, they left their fire~
sides and parishes and travelled a-
cross country to attend a three-day
national conference.

The final day of the meeting ran
competition with the New Year’s
Day bowl games but came out ahead.
With remarkable restraint the
preachers curbed any secret desires
to play hooky from the lectures and
follow the fate of their favorite team
on radio or T-V.

Onc might also say that these
ministers overcame the temptation
to think superficially as they grap-
pled seriously with several giant-~
sized topics clustered around the
general theme of “The Church and
Social Responsibility.” '

It was the 32nd conference on the
ministry, sponsored by the depart-
ment of in-service training of the
Board of Education, which brought
the clergymen together at the Na-
tional College for Christian Workers
in Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 30, 1952,
through Jan. 1, 1953.

Dr. J. Richard Spann of Nashville,

Mr. Fawcett, are designed to pro-
mote better understanding and use
of church school literature. Dr. Ver-
non, who will teach courses on use
of adult materials, will be assisted
by Mrs. W. F. Bates, Little Rock,
Conference Director of Children’s
Work, and Mrs. V. B. Storey, direct-
or of Religious Education at Pulaski
Heights Methodist Church in Little

Rock, who will direct studies of
youth materials.
Church members may attend

whichever institute is most conven-
ient for them in regard to location
and time, Mr. Fawcett said.

Meetings will begin at 10 a. m. and
end at 3:30 p. m. Lunch will be serv-
ed potluck style at noon.

head of the department, was direct-
or of the conference, which had the
dual purpose of bringing together
chairmen and registrars of annual
conference boards of ministerial
training and qualifications for a
training period and serving as a “re-
fresher” course in theological think-
ing.

Traditionally held at Garrett
Biblical Institute in Evanston, III,,
the conference was moved to the
Kansas City school because of larger
dining facilities. Attendance was
nearly twice as large as in former
years because of a new plan of hold-
ing the sessions biennially rather
than annually and inviting two offi-
cials, rather than one, from each an-
nual conference.

Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk of New
York, executive director of the Na-
tional Council of Churches’ depart-
ment of international justice and
goodwill, gave the keynote address.
He called upon the churches to rally
their forces in support of the United
Nations “at a time when the UN
is being kicked around by ill-in-
formed critics and propagandists of
isolationism.”

The nine major addresses deliver-
ed at the conference, together with
papers prepared by six other author-
ities, will be published under the
title of the conference theme in a
book to be edited by Dr. Spann.

Assisting Dr. Spann in the leader-
ship of workshops and panel discus-
sions at Kansas City were: Dean
Merrimon Cuninggim and Dr. Robert
W. Goodloe, both of Perkins School
of Theology at Southern Methodist
University, Dallas; President Lester
A. Welliver of Westminster Theolog-
ical Seminary; Dr. Harvey H. Pott-
hoff of Iliff School of Theology,
Denver; Dr. Henry M. Johnson of
Candler School of Theology at
Emory University, Georgia; Rev.
Cautious A. Choate, Wichita, Kan.;
Rev. E. A. Houldridge, LeRoy, Ill;
and Rev. C. H. Giessen, Little Rock,
Ark.

TO THE CHRISTIAN PEOPLE OF AMERICA

{Continued from page 3)
ously and the churches make provision for their witness can a full Chris-
tian impact be made upon our secularized society. Not only should every
person who belongs to the Church bear personal witness to his Christian
faith, he must also bring to bear the light and inspiration of Christ upon
every sphere in which he moves and in every situation in which he finds
himself. In view of the fact that millions of our fellowship are now in

for Christian work and witness.

- military service, an earnest attempt should be made to mobilize them also

Since Christianity centers in a Person and Christian truth is funda-
mentally personal truth, the Christian religion must ultimately be validated
by the quality of life of those who profess it. The success, moreover, of
the work carried on by any Christian church must be measured by the
extent to which its members become mature Christians and take their

Christian calling seriously.

Our oneness in Christ as Divine Lord and Savior must increasingly be
made manifest. We pray that God will further unite us as we are obedient
to him. Christians should cooperate to the limit of conscience in each
community, in each state of the Union, and at the national and inter-
national levels. Dynamic unity is achieved only when Christians do united-
ly those things which need to be done.

As we have met together in this General Assembly in corporate thought
and worship and fellowship, we have been inspired by the fact that it is
only upon the'road of active commitment to the redemptive will of Christ
that true Christian unity can be achieved. For Christians, even unity can
never be an end in itself. Christian unity is like Christian peace; both are
found and fulfilled only in action upon the road of obedience to Christ.
On that road and in that peace let us walk together, and may the Grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.
Fraternally yours,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES
OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
‘Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, President - - N
Dr. S8amuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary --* -
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Selected Religious News Briefs

METHODISTS MAP BIGGEST EVANGELISM

DRIVE

e

Southeast was mapped at Chattanooga, Tenn., at a meeting of 150

S N intensive evangelistic campaign throughout eight states of the

leaders of The Methodist Church. The campaign, said to be the

Church’s largest single evangelistic effort to date, will be launched
in April. It will have as its slogan “You Need Christ Now!” Leaders hope
to enroll 200,000 new church members. A total of 5,218 local churches will
participate in the drive to be conducted in two main phases, April 17-26
and May 1-8. The campaign, which will tie~-in with Methodism’s 1953 world-
wide program of evangelism, will be climaxed by regional “victory mass

meetings” on May 24.

Present at the meeting here were the bishops of the eight states, 137
district superintendents of the Church’s Southeastern Jurisdiction, and
representatives of the General Board of Evangelism and other Methodist
agencies. Participating states in the campaign are Tennessee, Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Mississippi, and Alabama.
The ninth state in the Southeastern jurisdiction, Kentucky, which covers

the Kentucky and Memphis confer-
ences, will act in a revenue status.
This state, which held its mission
last fall and gained 10,000 church
members, served as the pilot phase
for the coming campaign.

Dr. Harry Denman of Nashville,
executive secretary of the Church’s
General Board of Evangelism, deliv-
ered the closing address to the meet-
ing here.’

Mau Mau Increases Drive Against
Native Churchmen

Mau Mau terrorists in Kenya,
Africa have intensified their cam-
paign of violence against native
church-goers in recent weeks and
are causing Christian leaders much
concern. Attacks on Europeans, who
usually are well-guarded, have
dwindled. But the Mau Mau has
turned its fire on African Christians
and already has claimed a score
of victims. Late in December two
native families, members of Church
of Scotland missions in the Nyeri
district, were slaughtered. Several
individuals were ambushed and a
number of others threatened with
decapitation. The Rev. David Steele,
Moderator of the Church of Scotland
in Kenya, is planning a fact-finding
tour of the Kikuyu Reserve, of which
Nyeri is the main trouble spot. Re-
ports reaching here tell of attacks
on isolated Roman Catholic missions,
including one in the Tuso Forest
area where an Itfalian priest was
seriously wounded. Despite the ter-
ror campaign, attendance at church
services continues to increase in
most Kikuyu areas. In some small
sections, however, the Mau Mau
dominance is almost unchallenged
and congregations are small.

Students Conduct
Basketball Evangelism .
Ten students of Milligan College
near Johnson City, Tenn,, used their
holiday vacation in a program of
basketball evangelism in Indiana.
They gave the program to show how
Christianity can be tied into every-
day life and to promote Christian
sportsmanship. Programs were pre-
sented in the gymnasiums of six

. towns. Each started with prayer, fol-

lowed by a basketball game. The
Milligan boys, playing local teams,
won every game. At half-time of
each game, a Milligan men’s quartet
sang gospel numbers. Then one of
the students gave a talk. After the
game there was a talk on Milligan’s
presentation of “Christian Education
—the Hope of the World.”

.,N. C. Governor Calls Liquor

Moral Issue, Asks Referendum
> A statewide referendum on

-whether the - legal sale of liquor
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should be continued in North Caro-
lina was advocated by Gov. William
B. Umstead in his address to the
state legislature. “Since the act was
first passed legalizing the sale of in-
toxicating liquor in those counties in
North Carolina voting in favor of it,
there has existed a wide difference
of opinion on this question,” the new
governor said. “In the minds of my
people it seems to have come to be
a question of revenue. Even though
the amount of money collected in
taxes from the sale of intoxicating
liquor in North Carolina has come
to constitute an important part of
our revenue, the issue should not be
disposed of on the basis of taxation.
It is a moral question and should be
treated as such. '

Congressmen Hold
Prayer Sessions

A group of Senators and Represen-
tatives of the 83rd Congress attend-
ed a “prayer breakfast” in the Se-
nate dining room, the first of a series
gf such sessions to be held weekly
in the capital throughout the year.
The prayer breakfasts are sponsor-
ed by the National Committee for
Christian Leadership. Breakfast dis-
cussions will stress the application of

religious principles to national pro-
blems. Those in attendunce at the
first breakfast decided that no one
would be permitted to take pictures
of the prayer sessions and that none
of the members who attends is to
release his name to the press. 1t was
explained that those attending the
breakfasts do not want the prayer
meetings to be used for political pur-
poses. “It is conceivable,” a spokes-
man said, “that some member of
Congress might sometime point to
his attendance at the breakfasts dur-
ing a campaign, or at some other
opportune political moment.” This
marks the 12th year that the prayer
sessions have been held.

Egyptian Gov't. To Punish
Attacks on Churches As Treason

A warning that anyone who at-
tempts to attack a church, a syna-
gogue, or a mosque will be tried for
high treason was voiced in Cairo in
an official announcement of Gener-
al Mohammed Naguib’s government.
The penalty for high treason is
hanging. The warning followed
widespread rumors, apparently
started by enemies of the present
government, that some churches had
been burned down and desecrated in
the provinces. The rumors also al-
leged religious dissension among un-
iversity students. Labelling such
rumors “completely unfounded,” an
official government spokesman said
that “any attempt to cause sectarian
dissension will be suppressed with-
out mercy.”

Methodist Lay Preacher Writes
Play on Matt Talbot

Jon Holliday, a 25-year-old Aus-
tralian actor and Methodist lay
preacher, has written a play on the
life of Matt Talbot, saintly Dublin
working man whose cause for beau-
tification is under way in Rome. Mr.
Holliday himself played the part of
Matt Talbot in a recent performance
of the play in a County Cork village.
Of Talbot, he said: “I think he is a
throwback to the early saints of Ire-
land.”

WHERE DOES YOUR INFLUENCE LIE?

Chas. A, Wells
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Britons Hear Call
For Religious Revival

A call for a revival of religion in
Great Britain by a prominent Meth-
odist clergyman has received wide
publicity in London. Dr. William E.
Sangster, past  president of The
Methodist Church in Great Britain,
propozed the revival as the answer
to several of England’s social pro-
blems — and to Communism as well.
He spoke at the opening of the
Methodist World Campaign of Ad-
vance for 1953. Dr. Sangster asserted
that a religious revival would: (1)
Induce the people to pay off old
debts and lift the level-of common
morality. (2) Reduce sexual immor-
ality. Dr. Sangster estimated there
were 10,000 prostitutes in London
alone. (3) Clean up the theater. (4)
Cut the divorce rate. (5) Reduce
juvenile erime. (6) Lessen the num-
ber of persons in prison. (7) Improve
both the quality and output of work.
(8) Restore the nation’s sense of
high destiny. (9) Make Britain in-
vincible in the war of ideas with a
religion that would “dam the Red
tide.” (10) Give happiness and peace.

Churchmcn Charge Communists
Exploit Rosenberg Case

A statement charging that the
Rosenberg spy case is  “being ex-
ploited by typical Communist trick-
ery to destroy faith in our American
institutions” was issued in New
York by six prominent members of
the nation’s three major. religious
groups. It was signed by Charles E.
Wilson, president of General Electric
Co. and former Protestant co-chair-
man of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews; Samuel 1. Ros-
enman, former New York State Su-
preme Court Justice and one-time
counsel to Presidents Roosevelt and
Truman; Dr. Clarence E. Manion,
professor of law and former dean of
Notre Dame University’s College of
Law; Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of
The Christian Herald; Father Joseph
N. Moody of Cathedral College, New
York, and Rabbi William F. Rosen-
blum of New York, past president
of the Synagogue Council of Am-
erica. “In addition to those who, for
legitimate reasons, want the death
sentence of the convicted atom spies
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg com-
muted,” the statement said, “there
are others who use the commutation
plea as grist for Communist propa-
ganda mills.

Washington Cathedral Gets $240,000
Gift to Continue Construction

Construction on the Washington
Cathedral (Protestant Episcopal)
will continue throughout 1953 as the
result of a $240,000 gift, Dean Fran-
cis B. Sayre, Jr., announced. Mrs.
Carolyn McKnight Christian of Min-
neapolis, Minn., made the gift in
memory of her husband, George
Chase Christian. It will be used to
carry forward the work of construc-
tion on the half-completed South
Transept of the Cathedral. Included
in the 1953 construction will be two
new pinnacles 48 feet high. Tower-
ing 160 feet above the Cathedral
foundatfon they will be approxi-
mately the same height as the top
of the Washington Monument two
miles away, since the Cathedral is
on a hill 350 feet high. The Cathe-
dral has been under construction for
50 years and is scheduled to he com-
pleted sometime before the year
2000. Current construction has been
continlious since 1946.
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ANNIE WINBURNE, Editor

SNOW STATUES

By MARGARET JORDAN SPRINKLE

IN CAN ALLEY was the ugli-
est strect in town. The houses
nceded paint, the lawns were
unkept, and trash littered the

sidewalks. Then the big snow came,
and dingy houses, muddy lawns and
dirty strcets were transformed as if
by magic.

“How nice,” sighed {frail Mrs.
Sneed, “to live on a clean street
again. I wish I were strong enough
to keep my place clean all the time.”

Just then, Joe Jones called from
his mother’s rented room upstairs.
“Mrs. Snced, may I make a snow
man in your yard?”

“But it’s so pretty,” protested Mrs.
-Sneed. “I'd like to kecep it just as
it is.”

“PIl just make a little man,” beg-
ged Joc.

“All right”" sighed Mrs. Sneed,
{celing sorry for the small boy wl}o
lived with his widowed mother in
her spare bedroom. “If you'll be
careful.”

Joe, snug in his warmest clothqs,
was rolling up a ball to begin. his
snow man when his mother joined
him. “Let’s make twins,” she sug-
gested. “You make a little boy ?n
your side of the front steps and I'll
make a girl.” .

Joe had just slipped the ear muffs
on his snow boy, “to keep his ears
warm,” he laughed. Then he had an
idea. “Let’s have a snow man con-
test,” he cried, “and see who can
make the best snow man on the
street.”

Mrs. Jones’ eyes sparkled. “I'll do
the telephoning,” she said, as she
tucked a kerchief over her snow
girl’s head and tied it under the
chin.

Before long, every house on T.in
Can Alley had a snow statue by its
front door. Down at the far end of
the street, Johnnie Smart had made
a huge Aunt Jemima. With a ban-
dana handkerchief on her head, a
gingham apron tied arounfi her
bulging middle, a broom in one
hand and dust pan in the other, she
looked down the street as if cager to
clean everything in sight. ]

Next door, a hunter wearing a
khaki-jacket, a red cap on his head,
and carrying a gun over his shouldgr,
was surrounded by dogs—playful lit-
tle longtail dogs made of snow.

And away down at the other end
of the street a group of children had
made Snow White and the seven
dwarfs. .

Another yard boasted a farmer
with his straw hat, his hoe, and the
tongue of a little red wagon held
firmly in his icy hand.

A soldier in one yard looked across
the street at a scarecrow, smokmg a
corncob pipe, while an Indian chief
with headdress of turkey feathers
and a plaid blanket draped around

"his tall body, stared with solemn

dignity upon his cowboy neighbor.

The Eskimo with his iglon was
there, and so was the fireman with
his red helmet and garden hose.
Every house had its snow man or
snow woman, its snow boys and
girls and animals. Even the lum-
bering old polar bear was represent-
ed in the parade, with Santa Claus
seated on a sled holding a sack full
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of snow on his shoulder, while the
children of the alley laughed and
worked and slapped their cold hands
when a new figure was finished.

Then the photographer came and
made pictures of the street to put
in the paper. “You have the best
snow statues in town,” he said, “the
best in town.”

“We_ have the best street in town,”
boasted Joe Jones.

“The best I've seen today,” agreed
the photographer.

“But when the snow melts,” sigh-
ed Mrs. Sneed.

Joe sighed, too, and so did all the
people who lived on Tin Can Alley,
“When the snow melts,” they sighed,
“the tin cans and the old papers,
the muddy yards, and the littered
strects will show again.”

“They don’t have to be so ugly,”
Joe stamped his foot. “We could
plant flowers when the snow melts
—and grass, and we could keep the
strect clean. We could—” he fal-
tered.

“Let’s have another contest,” said
Joe’s mother. “Let’s see who can
have the prettiest yard this sum-
mer.”

“And T'll come back with my
camera,” said the photographer.
“The paper will want pictures of
Tin Can Alley again.”

“But it won’t be Tin Can Alley
any more,” cried Joe. “The sign at
the corner says Cedar Lane, and
from now on Cedar Lane it’s going
to be, and the prettiest street in
town.”—North Carolina Christian
Advocate

“Did you ever hear anything so
wonderful?” asked the daughter as
the radio ground out the last notes
of the latest bit of jazz.

“Only once,” replied her father,
“When a truck loaded with empty
tin cans hit a freight car full of live
ducks.”
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GOD IN NATURE

Nature really is wonderful! I
wonder what would have happened
if man had had to do just one little
part of this world making.

Supposing God had created fish,
birds, animals, and man, and then
said to man, “Now you decide upon
what is to cover the bodies of these
creatures.” What would we ever
have done?

We may have put fur on fishes,
scales on animals, feathers on man,
and then nothing on the birds that
fly in the air.

That may sound funny, but it
really isn’t. It would have been
very, very serious.

The poor little fur-covered fish
would certainly have a most terrible
time trying to swim about in the
water. Their fur would soon get
very wet, and think how heavy wet
fur would be on a tiny fish! It
would soon become tired and un-
able to swim and so die, and the
seas would be without fish of any
kind.

And what would happen to our
scale-covered animals? Well the
summer sun would soon dry up
those scales and they would prob-
ably fall right off. Then the sun
would burn their skin and they
would soon be sick and in pain, If
they should keep their scales during
the summer just think what would
happen during the winter. Why the
scales would frecze to them, The
poor things would be covered with
a coating of ice. So if they did live
over the summer they most certainly
could not survive a winter.

Then imagine us with feathers!
Oh, wouldn’t that be dreadful! Just
think what would happen to those
feathers when Daddy painted the
house! What a time we would have
if we dripped egg or tomato juice
down on our feathers! In winter
we would need something besides
feathers. It is hard enough to put
on hats, coats, mittens and leggings
as we are now, but wouldn’t it be
dreadful to try and put them ‘on if

A BIRTHDAY

Eyes of blue and hair of gold,
Today baby is one year old. A

A happy smile on Mothqr’s face,
A cake and candle both in place.

Special day for baby’s friends,
Tired and happy as birthday ends.

—A.EW,
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GROWN-UP LAND

“Good morrow, fair maid, with
lashes brown, .

Can you tell me the way to Woman-
hood Town?

“Oh, this way and that way, never
a stop!

'Tis by picking up stitches grandma
will drop;

"Tis by kissing the baby’s troubles
away; .

'Tis learning that cross words never
will pay;

'Tis helping mother, *tis sewing up
rents;

‘Tis reading and playing, ‘tis sap-

ing the cents;

‘Tis loving and smiling, forgetting
to frown.

On, that is the way to Womanhood
Town!”

“Just wait, my brave lad, one mom-
ent, I pray,

Manhood Town lies whether? Can
you tell me the way?”

“Oh, by toiling and trying we reach
that land,

A bit with the head, a bit with the
hand!

'Tis by climbing the steep hill,
Work,

And keeping out of the wide street,
Shirk;

’Tis by always taking the weak one’s
bart; .

"Tis by giving the mother a happy
heart;

Tis by keeping bad thoughts and
actions down.

Oh, that is the way to Manhood
Town!”

A

And the lad and the maid ran hand
in hand

To their fair estates in Grown-Up
Land.—City and Country

we were covered with feathers!

Why the poor little featherless
birds would soon de. They would
die from the heat in the summer
and the cold in the winter, They
wouldn’t be able to fly with no
feathers on their wings, and it cer-
tainly would hurt dreadfully if they
ever rested on a prickly bush or a
thorny tree.

No, I'm afraid we would have
made havoc in helping with the
making of the world. We just don’t
know or understand about “such
things.

God created this world, It is
wonderful and we must learn to ap-
preciate the marvel of it all—The
United Church Observer ,

JUST FOR FUN

Our kindergarten son attended hig
first days of school obediently but
without enthusiasm. His reply to
the question, “What did you do at
school today?” was invariably “Not
much.” In an attempt to get a more
positive answer, his father put it
this way: “What did you like best
that you did in school today, son?»

.After several seconds of contempla~ "

ton, he replied, “When we lined wp
to come home, Daddy.”—Christign

* Science Monitor
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MRS. DISMUKES HONORED
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MRS. GEORGE DISMUKES

At a meeting of the standing com-
mittee of the Wesleyan Service Guild
of the Woman'’s Division of Christian
Service at Buck Hill Falls, January
10, 1953, Mrs. George Dismulkes,
Westville, Oklahoma, was elected
Chairman for the quadrennium.

Mrs. Dismulkes was the first sec-
retary of the South Central Judisdic-
tion Wesleyan Service Guild, and
since serving in that capacity, she
has been a member of the Woman'’s
Division of the Board of Missions.

Mrs. Dismukes is well known and
loved in this area, having spoken
in 1951 at the Lititle Rock Conference
Guild Week-end at El Dorado, and
in 1952 at the North Arkansas Con-
ference Guild Weck-End at North
Little Rock. For a number of years,
Mr. and Mrs. Dismukes made their
home at Canec Hill, Arkansuas, in the
Fayetteville District.

This opportunity is taken to con-
gratulate Mrs. Dismukes on th;-s
very special honor, and the commit-
tee on having chosen a capable, en-
thusiastic leader.

NEW BUILDING AT HOMER
TOBERMAN SETTLEMENT

Methodist women’s gifts to the
1950 Week of Prayer offering of the
Woman’s Division of Christian Ser-
vice made possible a new building
at Homer Toberman Settlement, Sqn
Pedro, Calif. The building was dedi-
cated September 28 by Mrs. Mabel
Garrett Wagner, executive secretary
of the urban bureau of the Woman’s
Division, and Bishop Gerald H. Ken-
nedy of the Los Angeles area.

Founded by a former mayor of Los
Angeles, J. R. Toberman and his
wife, as a memorial to their son, the
settlement will celebrate its fiftieth
anniversary in 1953. Homer Tober-
man Settlement is now located a few
blocks above the port of Los Angeles.
It serves thirty nationalities who live
in the neighborhood.

Head resident Miss Caroline A.
Porter says the added facilities_ and
staff will afford “an opportunity t'o
prove that the principle of the Uni-
ted Nations is valid in a community
of many different cultures—that we
are all children of one heavenly Fa-
ther and that Peace is possible.”

The staff at Homer Toberman In-
cludes people of Mexican, Japanese,
Swedish, French, and German back-

ground. Deaconesses of the Woman’s’

Division in the project are Miss Port-
er and Miss Betty Ruth Goode. Jack
Hayes is director of boys’ work.
There are nine other staff members.

Longshoremen, shipyard mechan-
ics, painters and scalers, oil plant-
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OUR MASTER

As I sit in deep meditation
I see a garden of prayer

And off in a place secluded
A figure is kneeling there.

As Jhis voice rises toward Heaven
You can tell it’s filled with love
He is talking with His Father
In the sky up there above.

You think a few day’s farther
This figure is trudging along
He knows what he is facing
Must be met with a prayer and a song.

Some time His load is so heavy
He falls upon his knees

But He feels the help from His Father
Like a breath of Heavenly Brecze.

Then way up there on a hill side
A figure hangs on a trce

The blood that drips from his fingers
Is to cleanse both you and me.

Tho His body is there not his spirit
He’s with God and shall ever be

Waiting to answer our earnest prayer
“Lord, help us and let us stay free”.

—Jouree Williams

NEWS IN BRIEF

Slidell Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service received the Life Mem-
bership given by Rev. Virgil Morris,
District Superintendent of the New
Orleans District, for the highest per-
centage in  attendance at the Mis-
sionary Rally in New Orleans Janu-
ary 5, at which time Bishop Dana
Dawson spoke of his trip to Africa.
Thirty-five w om e n, four men and
one boy attended the meeting; an
offering of over one thousand dollars
was given following Bishop’s Daw-
son’s message for the leper colony in
Africa.

Final plans are being made for the
11th annual Camellia Show spon-
sored by the Elizabeth Sullivan
Memorial Church, Bogalusa. This
event has become an outstanding
flower show of Bogulsa, and has
been a source of revenue for Wo-
man’s Society of Christian Service as
well as a project contributing much
pleasure to the community. Begun
in 1942 under the leadership of Mrs.
G. W. Pomeroy, wife of the pastor,
it has grown to such proportions that
it is now held at the Y. W. C. A.

workers, fishermen, and cannery
workers are among the 450 families
living near the settlement. Of the
750 regular attendants of the thirty
clubs and scores of interest groups
at the neighborhood house, more
than half are children.

Homer Toberman Settlement is
supported by the Los Angeles Com-
munity Chest, the Woman’s Division
of Christian Service, settlement
members, and the Woman’s Society
of the Southern-California-Arizona
Conference.

Participating in the dedication

program were representatives of
civil, social,_eglucational, and religi-
ous groups.

Building. Mrs. W. G. Sharpy and
Mrs. W. M. Babington are in charge
of the show this year, and it will
again be held as a silver tea.

Guild No. 1 of the First Methodist
Church, Little Rock, will be hostess
to the quarterly meeting of the Little
Rock District Guild on Friday, Jan-
uary 30, at 6:30 in the Dining Hall
of First Methodist Church. Mrs. E.
W. Masters, District Secretary, will
present Mrs. W. B. Landrum, Field
Worker for the Woman’s Division,
as guest speaker. Mrs. Dena Toland
and Miss Annie Winburne, accom-
panied by Mr. John Summers, will
sing “The King of Love My Shep-
herd Is.”—Miss Grace Thatcher will
give the devotional.

/

The Administrative Committee of
the Little Rock Conference Woman'’s
Society of Christian Service will
meet at the call of the president,
Mrs. T. S. Lovett, at 9:30 a. m. Jan-
uary 29 at the Lakeside Methodist
Church, Pine Bluff. The Finance
Committee Mrs. C. I. Parsons, chair-
man, and the Program Committee
for the Annual Meeting, Mrs. L. B.
Tooley, chairman, will meet the pre-
ceding evening at 7 p. m.

Completing a four-day Study of
the Bible lessons from the book
“Toward Understanding the Bible,”
ladies of the Many society are deep-
ly grateful to Mrs. Robert J. Lucius,
teacher, the beautifully arranged
worship center, presentation of the
book of Amos and the fitting climax
when Mr. Kenneth Williams sang a
lovely Solo as each made a personal
dedication at the altar. Hostesses
serving during the study were: Mes-
dames C. D. Hancock, Paul Porter,
Edwin Fraser, Robert Jackson, Wil-
liam Ponder, E. L. Richardson, Julius

Yeolett, and C: A. Ammons. Mrs:

NORTIH ARKANSAS GUILD
COMMITTEE MEETS

The Wesleyan Service Guild Com-
mittee of the North Arkansas Con-
ference met January 10 in The Meth-
odist Church in Russellville. The
meeting, presided over by Mrs. Vel-
ma B. Oakes, the conference secre-
tary, was opened with prayer. The
morning was spent in transacting
business and was climaxed with a
heartsearching devotional led by
Mrs. James H. Moore. The committee
ate a chicken dinner at The Eurcka
Cafe and enjoyed a period of fel-
lowship, which helped them to be-
come better acquainted. The after-
noon was spent in planning for the
Annual Wesleyan Service Guild
Week End in Blytheville on April 11
and 12.

While the committee was in ses-
sion, a telegram came from Buck
Hill Falls, Pa. announcing the elec-
tion of Mrs. George Dismukes to be
chairman of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Wesleyan Service Guild
of The Woman’s Division of the
Methodist Church. This wonderful
news brought thanksgiving and new
enthusiasm to the group.

Some members of the committee
were absent because of illness. Those
present were: Mrs. Johnnie McClure,
Springdale, Mrs. Velma B. Oakes,
Siloam Springs, Mrs., James H.
Moore, Conway, Miss Helen Step-
hens, Clinton, Miss Mildred Scott,
N. Little Rock, Mrs. Vida Fry, Mor-
rillton, Mrs. Audrey Adams, Fay-
etteville, Mrs. Eva Vogel, West Mem-
phis, Mrs. Lawrence Nance, Fort
Smith, and Mrs. Elmus Brown,
Jonesboro. Guests were Miss Maude
Moore, Russellville and Mrs. W. W.
Peek, Blytheville.—Reporter '

ATTEND MEETING AT
BUCK HILL FALLS

In addition to those announced last
week as attending the meeting of
the Woman’s Division of Christian
Service and the General Board of
Missions this week at Buck Hill
Falls, Pennsylvania, are two of the
Louisiana deaconesses.

Mrs. Nettie Thornton, Superin-
tendent of MacDonell Methodist
Center, Houma, is attending the
Annual Meeting of the Woman’s Di-
vision, representing the Town and
Country work, and will tell of the
work at MacDonell.

Mrs. Faye Davies, head resident
of St. Mark’s Community Center is
attending the meeting as a represen-
tative of Urban Work, and will give
highlights of her work at St. Mark’s.

J. B. Williams served as secretary.

Zone No. 1 of the Alexandria Dis-
trict will meet on Thursday morning,
January 9, at 10:00 a. m. with Natch-
itgches serving as hostess. Mrs. E. L.
Rlch_ardson, Many, Zone Leader, will
preside during the business session
with Mrs. Burton Weaver, Flora, as
secretary. It is urged that all ladies
1ngluded in the zone plan to attend;
this includes: Jena, Trout, Goodpine,
‘Tullos, Winfield, Flora, Natchitoches,
Faith Church, Robeline, Oak Grove
aqd Many. The meeting will close
with luncheon by the hostess So-
ciety.
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UNITED EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN [N

CAMDEN

Participating in a nation-wide Un-
ited Evangelistic Movement outlined
by the General Conference of The
Methodist Church, 30 charges in the
Camden District will conduct evan-
gelistic rallies the week of March
6-15. Announcement of the schedule
for the campaign was made this
week by Dr. Connor Morehead of
Camden, superintendent of the dis-
trict.

The campaign, with a goal of 1,000
members from an estimated 2,000
prospects, will begin with a banquet
at Vantrease Memorial Church in
El Dorado, Friday night, March 6.
It will feature an address by the Rev.
Cecil Culver, pastor .of Winfield
Church, Little Rock.

A Youth Rally will be held Satur-
day night, March 7, at First Metho-
dist Church in Magnolia.

Selected pastors from other
churches of the conference who are
being invited to participate in the
program will speak in Camden dis-
trict churches for the first time at
the morning services Sunday, March
8. They will preach again Sunday
night and will continue with ser-
vices every night during the follow-
ing week. -

All district pastors as well as vis-
iting ministers will attend a district
school of evangelism every morning,
March 9-13, at First Methodist
Church in El Dorado. Sessions on
visitation evangelism will be led by
the Rev. Mr. Culver, conference di-
rector of evangelism, and a study of
pulpit evangelism by Dr. Fred G.
Roebuck, pastor of First Methodist
Church, Ft. Smith.

DISTRICT

A worship service daily at 11 a. m.
will have as inspirational speaker
the Rev. J. Kenneth Shamblin, pas-
tor of Pulaski Heights Church in
Little Rock.

In additicn to the nightly worship
services, the visiting ministers,
working with the local pastors, will
conduct schools of evangelism in the
local churches to train lay members
for visitation and evangelistic work.

Local church pastors will fill
their own pulpits Sunday morning,
March 15.

Climaxing the campaign, Bishop
Paul E. Martin of the Arkansas-
Louisiana episcopal area, will speak
at a mass rally for the whole district
at 3 p. m. Sunday, March 15, at First
Methodist Church in Camden.

The local church action is a direct
result of recommendations made by
Methodism’s General Conference
meeting in San Francisco last year.
The conference at that time ordered
a “Committee of Fifty”, a represen-
tative body to inaugurate, imple-
ment and carry out within American
Methodism its part in the 1953
world-wide evangelistic program
launched in Oxford, England, in
1951 by the church’s ecumenical con-
ference.

The Camden rally will be one of
two to be sponsored by the Little
Rock Conference Board of Evange-
lism. The Little Rock District will
conduct its campaign April 17-26.

The Rev. Fred Schwendiman, pas-
tor of Vantrease Church, is director
of evangelism for the Camden
District.

Sunday, January 11, was a won-
derful day in the First Methodist
Church of Warren. Bishop Paul E.
Martin preached to a great congre-
gation and then led in the service of
dedication for the new sanctuary.
Dr. Wm. E. Brown, district superin-
tendent, and the pastor also parti-
cipated in the service. P. E. Garrison,
Mayor of Warren and chairman of
the Board of Trustees, presented the
church for dedication.

This service of dedication on Sun-
day marked the culmination of a
series of special services honoring
the former pastors who had such a
large part in the planning, financ-
ing, and building of the new sanc-
tuary. On the preceding Wednesday
evening Rev. E. D. Galloway, super-
intendent of the Hope District, was
the guest preacher. Rev. Dan R. Rob-
inson, pastor of the First Methodist
Church, Crossett, was the guest
preacher on Thursday evening. On
Friday evening Rev. J. E. Cooper,
pastor of the Scott Street Methodist
Church in Little Rock, was the
guest preacher. There was a large
congregation present each evening
to hear these former pastors and to
greet them following the services.

On Saturday evening, January 10,
in the fellowship hall of the church
there was an informal reception
honoring Bishop and Mrs. Paul E.
Martin and Dr. and Mrs. Wm. E,

" Brown. A large number of the mem-

bers of the church, former members,
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WARREN DEDICATES NEW SANCTUARY

and f%*iends of the other churches of
the city were present to greet the
honor'ed guests. Those in the receiv-
ing line in addition to the special
guests were: the chairman of the
building committee, Louis Wilson
Ederington and Mys, Ederington;
the chairman of the Board of Stew-
ards, James O. Cuthbertson and Mrs.
Cuthbertson, and the pastor and
wife.

The new sanctuary replaces one
\yhlch was destroyed in a disastrous
fire on November 23,.1942. For sev-
eral years following this unfortunate
loss the congregation worshipped in
the fellowship hall of the educa-
tiona] building. It was in the fall of
1948 that Bishop Martin visited the
churcb to be present for the ground-
breaking ceremony and construction
of the new building got underway
soon after that. The church was com-
pleted in 1950 ang on May 14, of
that year it was officially opened for

worship. In October of 1952 the con--

gregation determined to engage in
a spe.CIal_campaign to retire the re-
maining indebtedness on the church.
The plan was accepted with a unan-
Imous acclaim by the entire congre-
gation and under the leadership of
P. E. Garrison the entire amount
was raised and the remaining obliga-
tion was paid in fy], Steps were
;iléent Immediately to invite the bi-
D 10 come at his first opportunit
to dedicate the church top’?he glorg
{Contmu_ed on page 13)
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NEW EDUCATIONAL BUILDING AT

The First Methodist Church of
Hamburg was organized in 1850. The
Reverend Peter Hasken was the
first pastor. During the past one
hundred two years this church has
played an important role in the
history of Arkansas Methodism.
Some of the leading men of the
Little Rock Conference have served
as pastors. Among them were such
men as W. A. Steel, J. A. Sage, W.
C. Hiiliard, S. C. Dean and others.
The church has produced some out-
standing laymen and laywomen. One
missionary went to China from the
church: Miss Rolfe Whitlow. One of
the leading Church School Classes is
named for her.

The church has had three build-
ings during these many years, all
three having occupied the same lot.
The present building, with the ex-
ception of the new educational build-
ing, was erected in 1910 during the
pastorate of the Reverend Francis N.
Brewer. It was so well constructed
that it stands today as it was built
forty-two years ago. No physical

HAMBURG DEDICATED

* church

o

had been made to the
slant until 1950 when the
educational building wus erected.

The coniract for this buliding was
let in the [ivst week of October 1950
and construction was begun omr the
18 of October, 1950. The building
was opened {or its {irst service on
the 14th of January, 1951, having

addition

been completed in less than three
months. The Miller-Ross-Turner
Construction Company of Little

Rock was the Contractor and Morris

‘Smith of Little Rock was the archi-

tect. The Building Committce was
composed of Whitlow Sawyer,
Chairman, Frank Franklin and W. C.
Campbell.

The building is of brick construc-
tion, matching the old church. The
interior is tinted stippled sheet-rock.
The, building is two-story, 22 feet by
62 feet. It contains a well equipped
kitchen, a fellowship hall, an infant
nursery and two rest rooms on the
first floor. On the second floor there
is an assembly room 18 by 20 feet

(Continued on page 13)

BOARD OF EVANGELISM TO HEAR REPORT
ON EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN

The Rev. Paul Bumpers, pastor of
Clarksville Methodist Church. will
report on The Methodist Church’s
recent evangelistic meeting in Wash-
ington, D. C, at a meeting of the
North Arkansas Conference Board
of Evangelism, Tuesday, January 20.

The meeting will begin at 10 a. m.
at The Methodist Church in Beebe.
The ladies of the church will serve
lunch at noon.

Mr. Bumpers, conference secretary
of evangelism, attended the Spiritual
Life Missions meeting sponsored by
The Methodist Church in December.
The North Arkansas meeting will
develop its plans for carrying out
similar missions in each of the
churches in the conference.

District directors of evangeiism
have been invited to attend the
Tuesday session. The Rev. John Mc-
Cormack of Jonesboro, conference
board chairman, will preside,

Members of the board are the Rev,
Edwin B. Dodson, Berryville, secre-

tary; the Rev. J. C. Wilcox, Brink-
ley; W. D. Murphy, Batesville; the
Rev. Joel Cooper, Conway: Dewey
Maness, Plummerville; Sherman
Crabtree, Bentonville; the Rev. Jesse
Johnson, Piggott; George Metcler;
the Rev. Fred G. Roebuck, Ft. Smith;
C. O. Bell, Greenwood; Harvey Mor-
ris, Blytheville; the Rev. Edward
Coley, Leonard Circuit; Elbert Calla-
han; the Rev. Verlie Harris, Green-
wood; Joe Pierce, Searcy; and Mr.
Bumpers.

District directors of evangelism are
the Rev. Guy C. Ames, Newport,
Batesville District; the Rev. Harold
Eggensperger, Russellville, Conway
District; the Rev. Edwin B. Dodson,
Berryville, Fayetteville District; the
Rev. J. Clarence Wilcox, Brinkley,
Forrest City District; the Rev. J. H.
Hoggard, Van Buren, Ft. Smith Dis-
trict; the Rev. Garland C. Taylor,
Osceola, Jonesboro District; the Rev.
John Bayliss, Pocahontas, Paragould
District; and the Rev. Ray McLester,
Cabot, Searcy District.
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The North Arkansas Conference

The Town and Country

Hendrix Station, Conway, Arkansas

Paul E. Martin, Bishop
Rev, Floyd G. Villines,
President

Rev. J. Albert Gatlin, Executive Secretary

“Along A Country Road”

Commission
The Methodist Church

Mr. Lester Hutchine,
Vice-President

Rev. David P. Conyers,
Secretary

LAY PREACHING IN

THE RURAL CHURCH

BY CHARLES A. STUCK

The booklet just off the press “Lay
Preaching in the Rural Church” by
Charles A. Stuck is indeed a splendid
contribution to the work of our
Church. The booklet, prepared by
the Board of Evangelism is receiving
widespread recognition. The pro-
gram of lay activities as well as the
total program of the church will be
given additional strength because of
this effort on the part of Mr. Stuck.
The lay movement throughout the
Christian world grows steadily. The
testimony and witness by so many of
our fine laymen will add much to
the spread of the gospel. The Pres-
byterian and Episcopal groups are
becoming more and more active in
the field of lay preaching. ’

The Methodists, of course, were
the progenitors of the movement in
the English revival which went back
to New Testament times for its basic
motivation. Through the splendid or-
ganization of the lay activities in
our church this movement will find
more and more a place of real ser-
vice. The District Superintendents
and pastors will find great help in
the total program of the church as
the laymen enter in wiht this added

support. Our Conference has perhaps
a greater number of men serving in
this capacity than any other one in
Methodism. Soon we hope that our
goal, “a worship service every
Sunday in every church,” will be
realized.

Sunday at McCrory and Fakes
Chapel and Naylor

Sunday morning, January 11,
brought the unusual pleasure and
privilege of being with Brother John
Glover and his good pcople at Me-
Crory and Fakes Chapel. The morn-
ing service was a most enjoyable ex-
perience. The {ine people of McCro-
ry were most gracious and hospit-
able. They have just recently rede-
corated their basement which adds
much to the attractiveness of their
plant. The church school program
has been improved by the setting up
of separate worship services before
study classes for youth and adults.
Each division will be responsible for
a brief devotional in its own quart-
ers each Sunday. Added interest for
both groups will no doubt result. In
the afternoon we visited the Fakes
Chapel church where there is each

WESLEY MEMORJIAL

RPN G B s

CHURCH DEDICATED

Bishop Martin dedicated the 'Wesley Memorial Methodist Church
appropriate services, Monday evening, January 12.
dedication is W. M. Hudson, \Wesley Memorial laymen.

[ building during
Shown presenting the building for
With Bishop Martin and sharing

In the Dedication Service are (I) Rev. James Shelton, Wesley Memorial pastor, and Rev..

Robert E. L. Bearden, Conway District Superintendent.
the Building Committee include, | to r, 1st row,

May Goad Jones; 2nd rcw, W. M. Hudson, A.

participating in the service included Rev. A.

struction of church building, Rev. James S.

In lower picture, members of
F. O. Phillips, Mrs. F. D. Rhode, Mrs,
H. Langford and S. S. Dean. Other ministers-
H. Dulaney, former pastor who led in coh-
Upton, Professor of Religion, Hendrix, and

Dr. C. M. Reves, former Conway District Superintendent and now Vice-president Hendrix
College, A large congregation was present for the occasion.

JANUARY 22, 1953

_chairman,

REPORT FOR DECEMBER, 1952

We want to express our sincere thanks
to the groups and participants listed below
who have rendered a service or presented
sifts to the Home during the  month of
December, 1952,

Sears, Rocbuck and Co.—candy; Mcthodist
Men's Club, Mena Methodist Church—can-
ned fruits, vegetables and misecellaneous
gifts;  Stuttgart Grand Avenue Church—
canned fruits and vegetables and assorted
gifts; Asbury Church, Little Rock—green
beans and potatoes; Mulberry Methodist
W. 8. C. S.—linens; Coles Chapel—clothing;
W. S. C. S. Farminglon Methodist Church

—miscellaneous gifts; Mrs. Otho Odom,
Walnut Ridge, Ark.—books; Mrs., E. T.
Davenport—clothing; Eudora  Mecthodist

Church—clothing, canned fruits and vege-
tables: Ward Methodist W. S. C. S.—quilt;
The Samelson Co. of Arkansas—candy;
N. P. O'Neal, Hope—pcecans; W. S. C. S.
of Wheatley Methodist Church—miscellance-
ous gifts; W, S. C. S. of Vanndale Mcth-
odist Church--canned fruit and vegetables
and miscellaneous gifts; Hartman Meth-
odist Church—blanket; Shirley Russell,
Ozark—miscellaneous gifts; Larry Clark,
Ozark, wash cloths; Deming Methodist
Church—towel, cte.; W, S. C, S. of Leola

Sunday a Sunday School service
with two preaching services each
month conducted by the pastor. A-
gain the spirit and fellowship was
fine. A splendid group of loyal peo-
ple assemble each Holy Day at this
beautiful place to honor the name
of the Lord. We enjoyed the service
very much indeed. The day with the
Glovers and these people was a high
spiritual experience.

On Sunday night we were privi-
leged to worship with the fine people
at Naylor. Brother Thomas Nations,
a Hendrix student, is pastor. A fine
group of people were present includ-
ing several members of other
churches on the charge. After a brief
period of singing it was a privilege
to preach before this fine group. The
courteous and cordial welcome from
pastor, and family, and people made
the evening one of delight.—J. Al-
bert Gatlin

NEW EDUCATION BUILDING
AT HAMBURG DEDICATED

(Continued from page 12)
three class rooms, 12 by 18 feet, a
rest room and a four foot hallway
across the length of the building. It
was built at a cost of $20,000.00. It
was paid for within less than two
vears. On Sunday evening, January
11th Bishop Paul E. Martin, assisted
by Dr. William E. Brown, District
Superintendent, and the pastor ded-
icated this new building in the pre-
sence of a crowded house of appre-
ciative listeners. It was indeed a
great day for the Methodists of
Hamburg. Many were the expres-
sions of gratitude for the presence
of Bishop and Mrs. Martin.

WARREN DEDICATES NEW
SANCTUARY

(Continued from page 12)
of God and the service of men, and
this was done on Sunday, January
11.

Members of the building commit-
tee were: Louis Wilson Ederington,
Carl Hollis, James O.
Cuthbertson, Dr. M. T. Crow, Mrs.
Louis Ederington, Mrs. DuVal L.
Purkins, P. E. Garrison, Fred M.
Holt, V. V. Godwin, V. B. Harris,
Hugh Moseley Sr.,, and J. E. Stewart.

Methodist Church, quilt; McGehee Sub-
District—miscellancous gifts; C. B. Burns,
Rt, No. 1, Lake Village—dcer; First Meth-
odist Church of Stuttgart, miscellaneous
kifts;  Primary Dept. First Methodist
Church, El Dorado—miscellancous gifts;

Methodist Church of Sfloam Springs —
canned fruits and vegetables; Second Mile
Class of First Mecthodist Church, Jones-
boro—miscellaneous . gifts; Mrs. E. Black-
burn, Secarcy—quilt; Progressive Sunday
School Class, First Methodist Church, El
Dorado—miscellancous  gifts: Mecthodist
Church of Charleston—miscellancous gifts;
Mecthodist Church of Dover—miscellancous
gifts; Mrs. G, G. Dorris, Wynne—clothing;
Mrs. E. D. Thigpen, Springdale—miscel-
lancous  gifts; Dyecss Sunday School of
Methodist Church — miscellaneous gifts;
Circle No. 2, Rogers Methodist Church—
Miscellancous  gifts; The Sunshine Class,
Glenwood Methodist Church—assorted gifts;
Coal Hill Mcthodist Church—quilt; M. Y. F.
of Dumas Methodist Church—uassorted gifts:
Cabot Mecthodist W. S. C. S.—assorted gifts:
Mrs. Hazel Byrd—cookies; The Frost Bible
Class, Texarkana—assorted gifts; J. .
Dulaney, Columbus, Ark.—clothing and
quilt; Luxora Methodist Church—assorted
gifts; Mrs, Floy Cope, Union Church, Rye,
Ark.—quilt and assorted gifts; Mrs. War-
ren Riley, El Dorado—assorted gifts; Har-
risburg Methodist W. S, C. S.—assorted
gifts; Mrs. H. E. Terry, Jamestown, Ark.
—quilt; Children’s Dept, Norphlett Meth-
odist Church—assorted gifts; Gentry Meth-
odist Church—scrap books; Ora Couch,
Fayectteville—Lingerie; W. S. C. S. of
Methodist Nashville Church—assorted gifts;
Wesleyan Service Guild, Pear] McCain Unit,
Central Methodist Church, Fayctteville, as-
sorted gifts; Mrs. E. O, White, Little Rock—
glasses; Susanna Wesley Circle, First Meth-
odist Church, Hot Springs, assorted gifts;
Morrilton Circuit No. 2—food, canned goods
and clothing;

Mt. Pleasant Methodist Church—canned
food and cakes; Warren Sunday School,
Junior Department, assorted gifts; Chas, R.
Baber, gum; Fordyce Baking Co.—bakery
products; Elaine Methodist Church—linens;
Young Adult Class, First Methodist Church,
El Dorado—assorted gifts; Holly Grove
Junior M. Y. F.—assorted gifts; Crawfords-
ville Methodist Wesleyan Service Guild—
assorted gifts; Floyd Villines, Sr., -Ft.
Smith—canned foods and books; Sunshine
Scatterers First Methodist Church, El Dor-
ado—assorted gifts; The Mt. Ida Methodist
W. 8. C. S.—linens and assorted gifts; First
Methodist Church W. S, C. S. of Earle—
assorted  gifts;  Primary Department,
Clarksville Methodist Church—mittens and
miscellaneous gifts; Junior Class, Rector
Methodist Church—assorted gifts; M. J.
Pruniski, United theatres, N. Little Rock,
fruit, candy and cut outs; Mr. and Mrs.
Chester E. Hutchinson — assorted gifts;
Kindergarten of England Methodist Church
-—assorted gifts; Delight Methodist Church-

—canned foods, note books, pencils, etc.;
Wesleyan Service Guild, Lincoln Methodist
Church—linens; Bensky  Furrier, Little
Rock-—neck picecs for little giris; Lamar
Mcthodist Sunacy  £enooi— s.... cod gifts;
Linoie Wom.ns B.ble C.ass — assorted
gif.s;  Chitddien  Deparctment  of Lonoke
aslcthodist  Church—iadio; H. D. Davis,
Vades Chapel—towels and food; Oakes

Chapeal Church, Rt. No. 2, Rogers—asscrted
Sifis: lhe Methodist Chureh,  Siloam
Sypr.ngs—as.orted gifts; Junior Dept. Grand
Avenue Methedist Church, Hot Springs—
tcoth pasie, linens etc.; Omaha Junior
Sunday School Class—assorled gifts;
Women’s Church School Class, Moorefield
Methodist Church—towels; M. Y. F. Bruce
Memorial Chuich, Bievin —assorted gifts;
Lcola Methodist Courch—assorted gifts;
Junior and Intermediate Department, Levy
Mcthodis; Church, N. Little Rock—assorted
gifts, fruit; M. Y. F. Beech Grove Meth-
odist Church—canned food; Louise Bozerce,
Ju_nctum City—assorted gifts; Joiner Meth-
cdist Church W, s, C. S.—assorted gifts;
Chidester Methodist W. S. C. S.—wash
cloths; Watson Methodist Church—fruit,
nuts, candy, pop corn; A, J. Wilson—
¢anned food; Wesley Methodist Church,
Pine Bluff—canned food and assorted gifts;
Maynard Methodist Church—canned fruit:;
Lepanto  Methodist Church—canned food
and assorted gifts; W. S, C. §. of Jackson
St. Methodist Church, Magnolia, tooth
b;'ushes,‘tooth paste, soap, etc.; Bobby
Reese, First Methodist Church, Little Rock
-b‘ooks.: W. 8. C. S. of Pleasant Plains
Mekhod‘lst Church—quilt;
Perryville Methodist Church—candy; Green
Forest Methodist Church School—canned
food and candy; Wesley Memorial Church,
Conway, Juriors—food, canned goods and
assorted gifts; Geyer Springs Methodist
Church, youth division—canned food and

xcv?rnsdy; Sedgwick Methodist Church—candy;

Primary Class,

Nelson  Thornton— iifts;  Parker's
Chapel Mgthodist Churchiassorted gifts
and clothmg: Magnet Cove Methodist
Church—qux]t, clothing and assorted gifts;
The OQakland Methodist Church—towels,
ggﬁ% canned food etc.; Newport YBMA—

y.
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ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA
SCethodist

Youth
Fellowship

NEWS

YOUTHI MONTII IN THE
LOUISIANA CONFERENCE

April will be Youth Month in the
Louisiana Confercence, according to
an announcement by Miss Bettie Rea
Fox, Conference Director of Youth
Work.

The Conference officers are:

President, Kennon Moody, Shreve-
port

Vice-president, Lamar Robertson,
Lake Charles

Secretary, Betty Willis, Shreveport

Treasurer, Jim Donaldson, Shreve-
port

Publicity Chairman, Peggy Don-
aldson, Lake Charles Commission
Chairmen are:

Missions, Ed Lucas, Shreveport

Community Service, Mary Law,
New Orleans 8

Recreation, Lynn Jordan, Lake
Charles

WITH TIIE SUB-DISTRICTS

The Twin Cities Sub-District, in-
cluding the ten churches of Monroe
and West Monroe and Sterlington
and Fairbanks, met at Memorial
Church, Monroe, Sunday afternoon,
January 11. Tom Naff, president be-
ing ill, Rev. D. M. Felder, counselor,
presided., Three musical numbers
were given by the Nelson family of
Memorial Church. Dr. Mark Lower,
assistant director of Louisiana Moral
and Civic, addressed the youth, urg-
ing them to accept responsibility to
blot out “The Fourth Great Killer—
Ethyl Alcohol.” The young people
and pastors adopted a plan to hold a
Sub-District youth revival in April.
Committees were elected to promote

plans for the revival. Dates were set
for the M. Y. F. essay, “What Bever-
age Alcohol and Other Narcotics
Would Do to Me if I Induldged in
Them.” The local church contest will
be held on March 1; the district
contest March 14, and the state-wide
contest at Alexandria, First Metho-
dist Church on March 28, at 10:00
a. m.

The Grace Curtis Sub-District held
its regular meeting at Piggott First
Church on January 12 at 7:30 p. m.
The theme for the program was
“Old Things Are Passed Away”
which was presented by the young
people of Piggott. A solo was sung
by Marilyn Stallings. Beverly Un-
derwood, president, presided. Fifty-
eight were present. Rev. Ed Coley
announced the, training school for
counselors and M. Y. F. leaders.
which will be held at Rector First
Church, January 29. A meeting of
the counselor, presidents and pastors
was held after the husiness meeting.
Games were directed by Miss Hettie
Lou Wilson of Paragould. Refresh-
ments were served by some of the
women of the Piggott Church.

A Sub-District meeting of the
churches of Clinton, Damascus and
Leslie met at the Leslie Methodist
Church, January 11, at 2:30 p. m. for
another Sub-District meeting. There
were 36 in attendance with Clinton
8, Damascus 9 and Leslie 19. The
meetings are held regularly once a
month. The Clinton Church will
have Mrs. Coliman with them on
January 22, 23 and 24 to hold a
meeting. Damascus and Leslie "will
also attend. The next meeting will
be on February 8 at 2:30 p. m. at the
Clinton Methodist Church.

METHODISTS WILL TAKE LARGE PLACE
IN NAT'L COUNCIL PROGRAM

By Ralph Stoody

S it has about once in a de-

A cade, Methodism can again

take pride in the honor of

providing the leader of the
Nation’s top inter-church organiza-
tion. v

But this time there is a difference.
When Bishop William C. Martin of
Dallas, Texas was installed as presi-
dent of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A.
in Denver, December 12, it was to
preside over a vastly more inclusive
body than his Methodist predeces-
sors had headed.

The National Council of Churches,
formed by the merger in 1950 of
twelve varied interdenominational
bodies, brought into existence Am-
erica’s largest religious organization.

While involving more U. S. church
members (34,081,000) than the Ro-
man Catholic Church (28.700.000),
they are not quite comparable. since
the National Council is what its
name implies.—a “council of church-
es” and in no sense a super-church.

The denominations composing the
Council do not insist on doctrinal
uniformity but work together in the
areas they hold in common. Member
churches include practically all of
the major Protestant and Eastern

Page Fourteen

Orthodox bodies except Southern
Baptist and some Lutheran groups.
The total numbers in the National
Council are so great and the variety
of religious activities so widely re-
presentative that few would question
that whoever is its president holds
America’s top religious office.
Methodists Strong for Cooperation
When Bishop Martin took the
gavel from his predecessor, the Right
Reverend Henry Knox Sherrill, pre-
siding bishop of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church, he was the sixth
Methodist to hold a similar position.
The former Federal Council of
Churches, one of the central uniting
bodies, had as its founding president,
Bishop Eugene R. Hendrix of the
former Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. Other Methodist bishops to
hold its highest office have been
Francis J. McConnell. Ivan Lee Holt
and G. Bromley Oxnam. Another
president was Dr. Frank Mason
North, long Methodist foreign mis-
sions secretary and best-remembered
as the author of “Where Cross the
Crowded Ways of Life.”
New President Well Qualified
Bishop Martin, the new president,
dates the birth of his ecumenical in-
(Continued on page 15)

LATIN AMERICAN YOUTH HEAR THE
GOSPEL GLADLY

By GEORGE

o EMEMBER that in my coun-
R try we still have humble
priests like myself,” said a
Colombian Roman Catholic
priest to me as we separated at the
airport in Santiago, Chile. We had
travelled together from Buenos
Aires and we gradually got into
conversation. He was returning to
his country after a vacation and
study trip through several of these
southern countries.

“What do you think of Argen-
tina?” I had asked him. “And what
impression did your Church make
on you?”

“Well,” he answered, “I am still
puzzled. I had hoped to meet some
of the bishops or other members of
the hierarchy. I tried to arrange
some interviews, but it was impossi-
ble. The hierarchy in Argentina is
a class apart and evidently inaccessi-
ble to humble parish priests like my-
self. I have come away from Argen-
tina greatly worried over the situa-
tion of my Church.” -

A Chilean who stood near spoke.
“Here in Chile we rub shoulders
with bishops and archbishops,” he
said. “But on the Argentine side of
the Andes the hierarchy plays the
part of a proud aristocracy, support-
ed and financed by Peron’s military
dictatorship. Here in Chile we have
separation of church and state and
consequently the church isa little
more democratic and a little closer
to the people.” Then it was that my
Colombian friend reminded us that
there were still humble parish
priests in Latin America.

The army in Argentina also forms
a separate caste. You will never see
an officer, at least in uniform, in a
coffee shop or in any of the popular
gathering places. In stride and bear-
ing they incarnate the hauteur of
Prussia. Rarely is a military uniform
seen on the boulevards or in plazas
where the crowd takes its evening
stroll. It:is very different in Chile.
Army and navy officers are close to
the people. They are approachable,
friendly and human.

I recently spent two months in
meetings in Chile. From Santiago I
went south first, to Concepcion,
stopping off at five or six towns on
the way. One of them was Chillan,
almost completely destroyed fifteen
years ago-when 20,000 people were
killed by an earthquake. It is being
rebuilt as a model city — wide
streets and fine modern, earth-quake
resisting . buildings — an effective
testimony to the energy and plan-
ning ability of the Chileans. An out-
standing experience here was my
address to over 300 young men in
the Normal School, all of them
preparing to teach. “Youth Facing a
World in Revolution” was my topic.
(What is happening, what caused it

. and what can we do about it, were
‘my three points). The principal had
said to me as we waited in his office
for the assembly hour, that he sym-
pathized with us evangelicals; said
he thought we were doing a great
work. He had been present the
evening before at our meeting in the
local Presbyterian Church. “I'm with

you folks,” he said. Then we went,

to tHe hall where his students were
gathered. I wish you could have seen
the intense attention with which
they listened. Not a movement or a
sign of restlessness. What a privi-
lege to be able to point to the Chris-
tian way of life before such an eager

P. HOWARD

GEORGE P. IOWARD

group of young men. God grant that
the sced sown in those young minds
and hearts may bear rich {fruitage.

In Concepcion, an important city
and university center, poor publicity
and the silence of the press secemed
to presage a poor week. I suppose
discouragement and a feeling of
helplessness lead us to lean more
heavily on divine resources of
strength. The very first church
meeting was the best we had had in
several weeks of meetings in  other
towns. Something or “somecone” was
there supplementing our weak ef-
forts. I have seldom felt more power-
fully the lift and inspiration of a
directing Presence that took control
and turned defeat into victory. It
was our first meeting, and we

thought that it would take several .

meetings to warm things up, but
that very night we got results: eight
new people took the decision for
Christ and later came up and signed
the consecration cards, and I am
sure that a number of the church
members also were warmed up.

Two evenings later I gave an ad-
dress at the University. The presi-
dent had urged the students to at-
tend and he himself was there on a
front seat. We had a splendid group
of students — someone counted over
350 of them. “Come again soon,”
said the president. A few days ear-
lier, so I was told, in a student coun-
cil meeting, some students had com-
plained that the TUniversity was
simply a machine for turning out
professionals and engincers. The
president defended his institution;
but it is evident that there is a grow-
ing feeling that the university ought
to be emphasizing spiritual values
more than it does and so prepare
students for living a life as well as
follewing a career. Our message
came in very well after this student
complaint.

Two great experiences among oth-
ers stand out in the Santiago cam-
paign. A prominent Chilean judge
came in to one of our meetings. The
singing, a deeply felt and beautifully
expressed prayer by the pastor, the
reading of the Scriptures and then
the message. “This is what I have
been seeking for years,” he said later
to the pastor. There was a different
lock on his face. He had discovered
Someone. The other experience was
that of an address to the students of
the engineering and manual arts de-
partment of the University. Seven

(Continued on page 15)
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BANKS DOYLE AND HIS DOYLINE FRIENDS

A TRIBUTE

UST before 10:00 o’clock February

23, 1947, 1 walked up the steps

of the little white church at Doy-

line, Lotisiana, to meet for the
first time, my newly assigned con-
gregation. At the door a stout, neatly
dressed man was extending a warm
greeting to every arrival. He was
Banks Doyle, from whose family
Doyline derived its name. I was es-
pecially impressed by the sincere
quality of his hand clasp, his pleas-
ing personality and his deep gentle
chuckle as he introduced me to my
new parishoners.

“Brother Law, Mrs. Stillmon Wil-
lis, Virgie we call her; teacher in
both the public and Church School;
lover of children, and beloved by
them.” I learned later on that it was
this love for children that caused her
to dedicate the full power of her
quiet, glowing personality to the
children of the community. Her own
lovely family is evidence of the sin-
cerity of her Christian character. To
know her was to know what Christ
was like; you could feel Him in her
presence. This same presence was at
her side when she suffered and wait-
ed so patiently for Him to lead her
through the shadows to the life
transcendent.

“This Mrs. Willis has a mother~in-
law, Mrs. Gladden Willis, who is
confined to her bed. She has suffered
for years. See her as soon as you
can; it will make you a better man.”
‘When later I met her, her room was
radiant with cheer and hope. Thank-
ful that God had given her such a
faithful husband and such loving
children who ever surrounded her
with devotion and tenderness. Her
home was full of love and her room
was full of God.

“This is Mrs. Emma Watson, an-
other pioneer mother whose family
has been a blessing to the commu-
nity. She loves folks and flowers.
The floral piece on the altar table
proves her taste and skill.”” T found
her a lonely person'whose husband
had "long ago passed on, and the
children had fledged and fled. I
would find her screened with dahlias
or roses, smiling her pleasure in their
luxuriant response to her care. Then
in the little garden, conquering lone-
liness with a trowel she, her garden
and God! I think of her up there
looking though the Gardens of God,
thinking how the children will enjoy
it when they get home—they love
flowers too!

“This is Jo Ann Wilson, a young
queen; there are no better ... the
longer you know her the more you'll
understand.” She soon became Mrs.
John Stillmon Willis Jr. Her happi-
ness was of short duration, but in-

-tense. The last suffering da¥s of her

young life were brightened by an
unfeigned faith, When her feet
touched the chilly waters, she clasp-
ed more firmly the hand of her
Guide and triumphantly emerged in-
to the Life Transcendent.

“This is Brother Gray Perritt, a
faithful attendant over many years.
He is always present at meeting of
our official board.” And Brother
Gray was soon to become a linger-
ing sufferer. But the pastor found
him trusting in God for the strength
to endure unto the end. It came with
rest and peace.

“This is Sister Lollie Fisher—God
doesn’t make more devoted mothers
or more consecrated Christians; al-
ways busy to make others happy;
you can depend on her.” This state-
ment did not contain all the good
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things that inhered in this Godly
mother and friend. She emptied her
life into service, and the happiness
of others, as evidenced by her faith-
ful son and loving daughter.

“This is Brother Clyde Thompson,
member of the legislature and also
of Official Board; We all revere his
judgment and advice”. Little did we
dream that his associations with the
church were so near their termina-
tion! When the call came, how firm-
ly and submissively he faced the
verdict of his physicians! “Only a
short time to go.” When the end
neared he showed a faith that only
belongs to a Christian; ever trying
to lesson the worries on the minds
of his loved ones who stood by;
greeling his friends with a smile and
the little characteristic wave of the
hand. What a vacancy he left.

“There is another young man,” he
said when there was a pause, “who
is now in the hospital, a war casual-
ty, who will be glad to see you. He
is John MecIntyre. He married one
of our sweetest Doyline girls-Maggie
Lee Cawthon.” I met them only to
learn he was not to be with us very
long. The devotion of his little wife
and the presence of God helped him
make the crossing; while the loved
ones left behind, are on their way
to the gate where he waits; wife
and baby girl.

“This is Brother Joe Wood. Punc-
tual and reliable as time clock; never
fails to come early to see if the rooms
are warm for the children; he never
fails duty, church or friend.” It was
just like him. After his stroke he
suffered for five long months with-
out being able to express his
thoughts either by voice or gesture,
to his loved ones. But they gave him
constant evidence in tender care, and
his smile was the recognition. Long
and patiently did he wait before rest
and peace in the arms of his Savi-
our. Dear Joe!

What a thinning of the ranks in
one pastorate! In less than five years
they have all been called for coro-
nation, leaving behind them a
legacy of love, a happier and lovelier
world for us, because they touched
it! Each has ceased to meet for
worship in our little sanctuary, only
to enter the portals of pearl and
meet face to face, Him whom they

worshipped in the little Doyline
church!

Now Banks has gone to join them;
who for many years, he had welcom-
ed to our house of worship: now they
have welcomed him into the Temple
not made with hands. It must have
been like a home-coming to be met
by such a group of life-long friends.

Banks grew up in Doyline, foster-
ing every move that would make it
a better town in which to live and
grow families of Christian citizens.
He considered the church the best
means to that end and here he gave
his best efforts, He married Miss
Annie Kate Nelson of Houghton. The
family has one daughter, Mrs. Dor-
othy Vernon, and Dorothy has one
little son. Frederick. He and Grand-
father were constant companions,
exhibiting an attachment patheti-
cally tender. Usually we allow - the
adults to absorb most of our sym-
pathies, but when that bewildered
little face began to register its fears
and feelings, and looked from the
quiet face of his life-time pal to
mother and grandmother for ex-
planation; trying so hard to under-
stand what had happened; we won-
dered what sounding line could mea-

sure the depth of suffering in that
baby heart! They will tell him where
Grandfather has gone and he will be
ready to start on the road that will
lead him there. And now, Annie
Kate, Dorothy Geste, Little Fred-
erick, and Bascom, his only brother,
may the heart strings that bound
you here, draw you there!

In closing we cannot forget the
sorrowing loved ones of these listed
above. Brother Gladden Willis, al-
though surrounded by most of his
family, is lonely without his Anna,
To him, his four sons, Stillmon, Hen-
ry, Shirley, Tump and Loye and the
two daughter, Mrs. Trammel, and
Gussie: and the grandchildren.

To Stillmon, John Stillmon, Betty,
Martha, Gladden and Sallic;

To Neecie, Sybil, Loy, Dan
Carol Ann;

To Ina and Nettie: To Earnest Per-
ritt; To Ella Francis and her brother;

To Lizzie, Dorothy and Gordon:
and to Maggic Lee and littlel Meri-
lyn, we pledge our perennial sym-
pathy, love and prayers till we
meet again—IH. M. Law, former
pastor

and

METIIODISTS WILL TAKE
LARGE PLACE IN NATIONAL
COUNCIL PROGRAM

(Continued from page 14)

terests to his studies in the Univer-
sity of Aberdeen, Scotland. More re-
cent expressions of his concern for
an interchurch program were his at-
tendance of the initial Assembly of
the World Council of Churches in
Amsterdam, Holland in 1948 and in
the leading part he played some
months ago in the Southwestern
Convocation of the National Council
in San Antonio.
- The new president had come to
the attention of the General Confer
ence 1938, which made him a
bishop, by reason of the successful
administration and powerful pulpit
he had given the 4,000-member First
Church, Dallas. In spite of pastorates
almost entirely urban, the Associated
Press heralded the election of a one-
time country preacher to this lofty
seat in the religious world.

Brown Heads Home Missions

Dr. Earl R. Brown, New York,
general executive secretary of the
Division of National Missions of The
Methodist, was made the chairman
of the Division of Home Missions of
the National Council. This position
makes him a vice president of the
entire organization.

A widely-known Methodist  lay-
man, Dr. Arthur W. Flemming, pres-
ident of Ohio Wesleyan University,
former U. S. Civil Service Commis-
sioner and recent appointee of Pres-
ident-elect Eisenhower, was con-
spicuous at Denver. Chairman of the
Division of Christian Life and Work,
an office to which he was reelected,
he presided at the opening dinner
meeting of the Assembly.

Dr. John O. Gross of Nashville,
who heads Methodism’s Division of
Educational Institutions, is chairman
of the National Council’s Commis-
sion on Christian Higher Education.
This embraces an Interseminary
Commission and a Section on the
Ministry.

Methodisis in Staff Positions

While the members of the Assem-
bly, its Generab Board, Divisions,
Central Departments and Commis-
sions, add up to more than 4,000
persons and provide a representative
cross section of the member-church-
es, it is the employed staff who
are, for the most part, the working
force and who carry out the direc-

compassion!

“ALIVING AND HOLY
SACRIFICE”

(Continued from page 6)

God does have a definite plan for
cvery person’s life and that plan
can be discovered. It is not hidden
but in devotion it becomes increas-
ingly clear to that person. The
Psalmist speaks a word in secason
when he says, “In all thy ways
acknowledge hiin and he will direct
thy paths.” The recognition of our
sovereign Lord is the key to the-
deepest devotion of our lives and
highest joy. -

What then is the basis for this
stewardship of life? What motive
will immpel us to fully dedicate our
lives to Him? Will fear be the basis
of this consccration? If fear is the
basic drive then dread instead of
joy will inhabit our souls. Will we
make this dedication on the basis
that if I do this God is bound to do
what I want? Is not the true founda-
tion on which to build the dedication
of our lives found in God’s love?
Paul gives the basis, “I plecad with
you by the compassion of God” to
present all of life to Him. God’s
His active and ever-
present love is the solid and eternal
foundation upon which to build our
lives in devotion to Him. A God of
infinite love is seeking the redemp-
tion of the ecach person and our
world through a voluntary response
to that love. We are at work with
Him in making His will known
among men. Can there be any high-
er hope for human hearts than to
be found in His family, at work on

tives ‘'of the Council.

Selected on the basis wf training
and ability for the job rather than
according to any pattern of denomi-
national quotas, this method results
in the requisition of top talent from
practically all the communions with
Methodism having its share of lead-
ers in these key positions.

Eighteen Methodists on General
Board

Following are the names of those
elected by The Methodist Church to
represent it on the top governing
board of the National Council: Dr.
C. A. Bowen, Mrs. Frank G. Brooks,
Dr. Earl R. Brown, Bishop Fred P.
Corson, Dr. Harry Denman, Dr. J. A.
Engle, Bishop, Arthur J. Moore, Dr.
J. Earl Moreland, Mr. Ray H. Nich-
ols, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Dr.
Theodore H. Palmquist, Mr. Charles
C. Parlin, Dr. J. Manning Potts, Bi-
shop Marshall R. Reed, Dr. John Q.
Schisler, Dr. Eugene L. Smith, Bi-
shop W. Angie Smtih, Dr. Paul D.
Womeldorf,

LATIN AMERICA YOUTH
HEAR THE GOSPEL
- GLADLY

(Continued from page 14)
hundred young men are enrolled and
they have their own assembly hall.
The address was announced for 4
o’clock when classes are over for the
day. The attendance was voluntary.
‘What was our surprise to have near-
ly 500 students crowded into the lec-
ture hall. They gave us perfect at-
tention and warm applause at the
end. Not a student left until we left.
As we walked down the aisle they

.rose in a body and stood as we walk-

ed out. “I have never seen them do
that before,” one of the professors
said to me. “Usually they rush out
to get home as soon as the ‘address
is over.”

The story of what Christ can really
do for us in this world ecrisis grips
the attention of Latin American
youth.
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The Sunday School Lesson
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LESSON

S

g
.awhbl‘«#w-'} of his possessions.”

We are beginning Unit V to day:
“SOME PRINCIPLES OF CHRIS-
TIAN LIVING”. The aim of this four
session unit is “to help students dis-
cover some of the basic principles of
Christian living.”

A Look at the Scripture

We have two paragraphs of Scrip-
ture in the printed text of our les-
son. The {irst tells of a rich but dis-
satisfied man who came to Jesus
secking help. This maf was secking
cternal life. He is to be commended
for this. There is no greater good
that man can seck. e felt this life
would come to one as merit for some
good deed done. He, therefore, raised
the question, “What good deed must
I do, to have eternal life? “The Lord
reminded him that God is the source
of all goodness, and then mentioned
the commandments to him. The man
{urther questioned him as to which
of the commandments he referred
to and Jesus went on to mention a
half dozen of them, all of which had
to do with morality. The man insist-
ed that he had kept all of them from
his youth. The chances are he had
kept all that Christ mentioned ex-
cept the last. The last was “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself”. The
rich man was not keeping this parti-
cular commandment for no one can
love his ncighbor as himself and be
selfish with his material possessions.

The Lord sensed what the maq’s
lrouble was. He was so much in
love with his possessions that so long
as he had them he would never be
able to reach the goal he had set for
himself. To be an out and out Chris-
tian, with the assurance of eternal
life, one must put God first. Jesus
realized that this man would never
be able to do this so long as he had
these possessions. He, therefore, told
him “Go, sell what you possess and
give to the poor, and you shall have
treasure in heaven; and ccme, follow
me.” This was quite a big order. We
are told that when the man heard
this “He went away sorfowful; for
he had great possessions.”

The second paragraph of the
printed text tells how the Lord used
the activity of this man to get across
a great truth to his disciples. “Truly,
I say unto you, it will be hard for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of
heaven.” Then he proceeded to use a
figure of speech to emphasize this
idea: “It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for
a rich man to enter the kingdom gf
heaven.” We are told that the disci-
bles were greatly astonished at this
idea and raised the question, “Who
then can be saved?” This astonish-
ment came abeut through the fact
that for years the Jews had tagght
that for the most part possessions
were a sign of the righteousness of
the one who held them; they provpd
that the possessor was in favor with
God. They also taught that salvation

Page Sixteen

FOR FEBRUARY 1, 1953

DOES DOING GOOD DEEDS MAKE ONE
A CIIRISTIAN?
READ THE ENTIRE LESSON FROM YOUR BIBLE:
Matthew 19. Printed text: Matthew 19:16-26.
GOLDEN TEXT: Take heed, and beware of all covet-
ousness; for a man’s life does not consist in the abundance
(Luke 12:15)

came through the keeping of the
commandments. Here was a man
who had, for the most part, kept the
commandments all his life, He was
wealthy which proved to their
minds that he was in favor with
God. According to their way of
thinking, as based on their previous
training, if a person like this could
not be saved, then no one else could.

Some have tried to tone down and
cxplain away the statement the Iord
made about the camel going through
a needle’s eye but all to no avail. His
very next statement shows that he
Wwas speaking about a thing that was
humanly impossible. He went on to
say, “With men this ig impossible,
but with God all things are possible.”
It is possible for God to save any
rich man who will meet the plan of
salvation. In fact some of the great-
est Bible worthies have been very
wealthy men. This s the only rich
man spoken of in the Bible who was
commanded to give away all he had.
There were very obvious reasons for
this. One was, he was so much in
love with his Dbossessions that he
could not keep any of them and at
the same time give Gog the first
place in his heart. No person can be
a child of God without putting him
first. Another reason was the fact
that the Lord was calling this man
not only to accept him and his way
of life but to 80 with him in hijs
travels as was the case with the
Twelve. Had he gone along he might
have taken the place of Judas in that
group, and today we might be read-
Ing a Gospel written by him.

With regards to wealth, there are
a few things we need to keep in
mind. One is the fact that money is
not harmful in ang of itself. It may
Prove either a curse or a blessing to
the person‘who has it. It all depends

selfishly, as g steward of the Lord, it
will prove g blessing. No person
real}y Owns what he has in his pos-
session; he merely holds it for a
time as a steward. He holds il to be
administered, in the name of the
Lord, for the
Christian mugt live a life of sharing,
When one thus uses what he has in
his bossession he ig laying up treas-
ures in heaven, I Timothy 6:10 is
‘usually misquoted, We often hear
peoplq say, “Money is the root - of
all evil.” That g not the true ren-
dering, ‘it is rather “The love of
money is the root of all evjl.” There

in the two
Statements. Qpe mjght have a mil-

_Christ Never taught that it is a
sin to be wealthy, byt he did teach

that it is dangerous to be wealthy,
The Bible tells us that “Where much
is given, much will. be required.”
Wealth brings its advantages but it
also brings responsibilities, We are
in a world today that is filled with
suffering and privation. There are
millions of underprivileged people
who go to bed hungry with suffering
and privation. There are millions of
underprivileged people who go to
bed hungry every night. God wants
his more fortunate children to share
with them. The more wealth one has
in his possession the greater are his
responsibilities for sharing.

What This Man Had in His Favor

This man was rich, and as stated
above, money well used can prove a
great blessing. Think of the good
that many rich people have done
with their money.

This man was a ruler, This means
that he was either g member of the
Sanhedrin or a ruler of one of the
local snyagogues.” He had influence
otherwis_e\ he would not have had a
responsible position. Think what he
might have done had he become a
consecrated follower of Christ,.

This man was a clean moral per-
son. He had kept all the command-
ments which dealt with morality. He
failed, however, at the highest point
of all. He did not love God with all
of his heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and his neighbor as himself.

Another virtue was his dissatis-
faction. In spite of all his wealth and
his gocd clean life, he was not sat-
isfied. He felt that something was
lacking in his life. He was wise
enough to come to right One to seek
help.

Things Against This Man

He was selfish. He loved his pos-
sessions more than he loved God and
the poor.

He thought that eternal life came
through merit rather than faith. He
felt that he could earn it by doing
Some good deed. He was thinking
in terms of legal righteousness rath-
er than that whijch comes by grace
through faith. .

This young man was a bit shallow.
He lacked the strength of character
to continue on his quest for eternal
life when he learned what it would
cost him. It is trye that- he went
away sorrowful but he wasn’t sorry
enough to/make the sacrifice, -

We do not know this young man’s
name, but he wil] always be remem-
bered as the man who made the

great refusal. He was not satisfied -

with his money before he came {o
the Lord. His dissatisfaction was the
cause of his coming. We can rest
assured that he was less satisfied
with it when he went away than he
was when he came, He sold his soul
for that which does not satisfy. He
thought he kept his money but in
the er}d he lost both soul and money.
In spite of his intelligence along

other lines he was dull in his esti-
mate of valyes,

The Lesson Applied

In making thijg application let us
note our theme again: “DOES DO-

ING GOOD DEEDS 14
CHRISTIAN?" Af joger oo, ONE A

4 .olame him too much
for having this attitude. All of his

life he hag been taught that salya-
tion was by WOrks. The race to
which he _belonged still feels that
way abou_t it. The great Apostle Paul
spent a lifetime trying to convince

the people that salvation is
through faith ang not by we
grace means the unmerited
~God. It is something that G
gives not because man has
by works but it is given
God loves man, This salvatij
to man through Christ, G
the world and gave his So
loved the world and gave
Man did not ang could not e
gifts. They were given to
cause of love. Man’s salvatic
up in these gifts, The only
can have it is to accept it
as a gift from God. Man ]
trust, not in what he has ¢
save himself, but what anof
done for him.

+ This salvation brings one
family of God. One gets into
ily as a blood-relative by bir
is the way people get into the
of God. That is what Christ
when he told Nicodemus “Y
be born agdin.” As g matter
Nicodemus was already a goc
He was a member of the J¢
Church and not only so he
member of the Sanhedrin. He
student of the Bible and a
In Israel. Yet Christ told him
must be born again.” The -
with Nicodemus was, like t}
young ruler, he had been t}
that salvation comes by work
being born again need not be .
tacular experience, and will
if it takes place when it r.
should. Children, for example
grow up in Christian homes
the church and church school
reach this goal so gradually
process of teaching that the
never an upheaval in their
They do, however, make their
sion for Christ and his way ¢

In the light of the above tho
we are ready vo say that the
of good deeds does not make
Christian. This does not mean,
ever, that good works are no
portant. If the rich young rple‘
sold all of his goods and give
proceeds to the poor and had
ped at that point he would. not
become a Christian. Qhrlst C
stop by merely telling him to d
good deed. He went on to tell
that after he had done that he
to come and follow him. It w
have been the following‘of Ch:
rather than giving all his wealf
the poor that would have made
a Christian. We work, therefore,
to make ourselves childrgn of
but because we are his ch.lldrex},
God has work for all his chil
to do. Work will not make us Cl
tians but failure to work might c:
us to cease to be Christians. Chri
the Vine and as Christians we ar
him, but if we do not bear fruit
will be cut off and will die anc
cast into the fire. The initial stat
our salvation depends upon the g1
of God, but our continugd harm
ous relationship with him depe
upon fellowship with him in pra
and work.
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