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Gry ©Ghe R7US ‘©Ghis Year

T occurs to us that the annual program of

Bible reading sponsored by the American

Bible Society which is scheduled each year

during the period from Thanksgiving to
Christmas should be all the more meaningful
this year since the publication of the Revised
Standard Version. This should be a good time
for many of us who live busy lives to learn
more about the new version. The suggested pas-
sages for this period have been published in an
earlier issue of this publication or they may be
secured from your pastor. This could well be
a period of time when you can introduce your-
self and family to the new Revised Standard
Version of the Scriptures which was released
for distribution only a few weeks ago. The read-
ing of the suggested passage can be made a
family affair with spiritual profit to all con-
cerned. .

The American Bible Society is to be com-
mended for this annual emphasis on the reading
of the Scriptures. There is the usual objection
on the part of some that it is far better to read
the Scriptures every day in the year than simply
during the Thanksgiving-Christmas period. With
this, even the American Bible Society leaders
agree. There is also no better tirpe to begirf a
program of Bible reading than during the period
from Thanksgiving until Christmas.

Ghe Blight Of Religious
‘Bigotry

HERE are many who deplore the fact that
we have so many different denominations
in our church life in America. Most people
who think readily agree that there are
some possibilities for hurt, harm and confusion
in the fact that the Christian church has so
many organized groups with varying shades of
doctrines. )
1t is true, however, that the hurt to Chris-
tianity possible through the division into various
denominations is a minor, secondary matter
when compared to the hurt caused by the blight
of religious bigotry found in numbers of these
denominations.

In our efforts to understand the will of God,
as revealed in the Bible, it is not surprising that
our interpretations of that great Book differ, In
looking about us for a church home, it i_s x_mt
surprising that some people like the di.smplme
and church 'government of one denomination bet-
ter than others. In looking for a place to worship
and serve, it is not surprising that some people
like the forms of worship and the manner of
expressing religion in one church better than
in others.

It is a matter of which the world about us
approves and of which we qurse_lves should be
genuinely happy that in religion, in Amepca, we
have the right to choose our own faith and
worship in whatever way seems best to our-
selves. Nevertheless, the traditional right of
«“freedom of worship” in our American life:v dqes
rot grant to anyone the right'to unchristlgmze
owners who believe and worship gfter a dxif_er-
ent fashion. . Unless along with it one claims

the virtue of infallibility, it is ‘unchristian to .

claim for himself the right to interpret the.Bible
for himself and to worship as he pleases \A{lt_hout
at the same time granting that same privilege
to others.

The world about us readiiy grants to Chris-
tian people the right to think differently about
religion. It readily grants the right to express

? (Continued on page 4)
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(Ponference eMissions cAnd

(Ponference ¢Benevolences

ET us remember that in the Arkan-
L sas Conferences; when we pay to

World Service and Conference Be-

nevolences, 50 per cent of each
dollar paid remains in the Conference to
support the interests promoted by the
various Conference Boards. Of the amount
collected for Conference Benevolences,
29.75 per cent goes to the Little Rock Con-
ference Board of Missions and 21.2 per
cent to the North Arkansas Board of Mis-
sions for the work they do within the
Conferences.

The Annual Conference Board of Mis-
sions promotes two major interests in our
Annual Conference program. In cooper-
ation with the Bishop and District Super-
intendents, it plans for and supports, or
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supplements the support of mission work
done throughout the Annual Conference.
Interests supported may be considered
projects of the Annual Conference, and
may be largely supported by mission
funds.

On the Recommendation of the Dis-
trict Superintendent the Board may sup-
plement the salary of pastors who serve
charges that are unable to pay the full
salary of a pastor. This enables the Dis-
trict Superintendent to provide pastoral
supervision for churches that otherwise
would be without a pastor. It also en-
able; him to organize churches in new
territory and supply them pastoral lead-
ership until they are strong enough to
become self supporting.

The Conference Mission Board also
has the responsibility of administering
funds used to build or help to build
churches and parsonages within the Con-
ference.

On approved applications these funds
may be loaned or donated according to the
ngeds of the situation and in accordance
with the judgement of the Board.

The Board of Missions must submit to

the Annual Conference, for its approval,
its recommendations

the funds it handles.

1SSIONS
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Across the years past, the Conference' .

Board of Missipns and Church Extension
has been a great undergirding force in
our Conference. It has enabled Meth-
odism to serve through a building pro-
gram and trained leadership, vast num-
bers of people who would otherwise have
been unreached by our church.

for distributions of
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Young “People “Protest
St. Grancis Race ‘Grack

LSEWHERE in this issue of the paper will
E be found a resolution, passed at a meeting

of the Methodist Youth Fellowship of the

Forrest City District, condemning the pro-
posed race track in St. Francis County. These
Young People come f[rom the counties .of St.
Francis, Lee, Cross, Monroe, Crittenden, Wood-
ruff and Phillips. They represents a cross section
of the Methodist Young People of these counties
of Eastern Arkansas.

In the resolution is also an appeal to other
citizens of Eastern Arkansas citizens especially
and to citizens of the state generally to register
their protest to the building of a race track in
St. Francis County. .

The better citizenship of Arkansas will highly
appreciate this position taken by our Young
People in Eastern Arkansas and will appreciate
also the high plane, “morally, spiritually and
socially,” on which they base their action. Real-~
izing that they are not voting age, they appeal
to the voting citizenship of the state to support
their opposition to a race track in Eastern Arkan-
sas. :

Religion Gets <A Boost

ACH year for the past several years dur-
E ing the month of November the cause of

Religion and religious organizations is the

point of emphasis in the advertising chan-
nels in American life. In newspapers, magazines,
over the radio, on billboards and through other
advertising media American citizens are remind-
ed of the virtues of attending a church or syna-
gogue and people are encouraged to support or-
ganized religion in a greater way. Those who
have more than the average interest in seeing
the cause of organized religion prosper are in-
debted to the officials of the national advertising
concern, National Advertising, which is instru-
mental in giving Religion this annual boost.

Of course, the growth of the Kingdom is
brought about by more than making Religion an
acceptable part in the society. More than that,
the prosperity of the Kingdom is dependent on
more than a good “selling” job, even by those
who have made a life’'s work of working in and
for the church. But on the other hand every bit
of assistance that will help to create a more
favorable attitude to Religion and the church
or synagogue should be welcomed and appre-
ciated. The “Religion In American Life” series
which is emphasized in advertising during No-
vember helps to do this very thing.

The truth of the matter is that church lead-
ers have been altogether too cautious about
using the various media which influence the
public mind. Most church leaders realize the
value of gétting the story of their work to the
public at large but most of them are content to
let matters take their own course. Rather than
run the risk of being labeled publicity hounds,
these same leaders rarely ever get their story
out to the very people that need it the most.
Itis very much like a preacher who is constantly
urging in his preaching that the membership of
the church ought to attend the services. The
very people that should hear his exhortation are
not there to hear it. The people who attend

do not particularly need a great deal of em-
phasis at this point.

There is even now getting under way in this
Episcopal Area a program of public relations
which will help some at this point of selling Re-

(Continued on page 4)
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EV. H. C. MINNIS, pastor of the Danville
Methodist Church, was elected president of
the Ministerial Alliance at a recent meeting of
the Alliance.

RS. JAMES W. PEAVEY of Pine Bluff,

daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Wm. E. Brown
>f Monticello, who suffered an attack of polio
on October 26 is a patient in Burge Hospital,
3pringfield, Mo.

HE BERRYVILLE MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE
sponsored the union Thanksgiving service
which was held in the Methodist Church. Rev.
A, E. Webb of the Baptist Church, brought the
iermon. :

EV. ROY E. FAWCETT, executive secretary

of the Board of Education of the Little Rock
Conference, was guest preacher at the morning
wvorship service of the First Methodist Church,
Mlalvern, on Sunday, November 16. Rev. Van
W. Harrell is pastor of First Church.

HE SUNDAY SCHOOL at Carlisle has in-
creased 50 per cent since October 1, or an
wverage of over 100 a Sunday over the previous
werage. The previous attendance was about 215
ind since October 1 it has been around 315. Rev.
Curtis Williams is pastor.

ICK ANDERSON of the Southwestern Bell

Telephone Company, spoke to the Methodist
vien of the Sylvan Hills Methodist Church, North
Jittle Rock, on Wednesday, November 19. A
‘harter for the organization has been applied for
rom the Board of Lay Activities in Chicago.

R. W. NEILL HART, pastor of the First

Methodist Church, El Dorado, taught the
ourse, “Home and Church Working Together”,
ast week in four night classes in his church. The
ext book for the course, under the same title,
vas written by Dr. Hart.

ICHARD T. STEEL, of Conway, addressed the

Methodist Men of the First Methodist
thurch, Texarkana, at the regular November
neeting using as his subject, “Counting the
ost.” Harry Robards is president of the organ-
zation.

EV. FRED ARNOLD, pastor of Hunter Memo-
L\ rial Methodist Church, Little Rock, was the
ireacher in evangelistic services at the Hawley
Aemorial Methodist Church of Pine Bluff last
veek. Wright Kelly, of Star City, had charge
if the music. Rev. Clem Baker is pastor of Carr
Aemorial Church.

Y, MILLER WILLIAMS, instructor in the
3 Department of Chemistry at McNeese State
>ollege, Lake Charles, Louisiana, was the speak-
T at the evening service of the First Methodist
“hurch, Lake Charles, on Sunday, November 23.
Ar. Williams is a graduate of Hendrix College,
‘onway.

D). E. COOLEY, North = Arkansas Conference
! Treasurer writes: “Our attention has been
alled to the fact that several churches in the
Jorth Arkansas Conference, including Danville,
nade payments that they expected to be includ-
d in the Treasurer’s published report. We re-
ret that these remittances were received after
lovember 7, therefore, it was impossible to in-
lude them.”

ISHOP AND MRS. PAUL B. KERN, after

spending the fall at their cottage at Lake
‘unaluska, North Carolina, have gone to Nash-
‘ille where they will visit Mrs. Kern’s sister.
\bout December 1st they plan to go to Texas
vhere they will spend the Christmas holidays
vith their son, Dr. J. C. Kern, at Burnet. Bishop
{ern is scheduled to teach in the winter quarter
f the Perkins Schoo! of Theology at Southern
Aethodist University in Dallas.

\ ISS MARJORIE BOWDEN, missionary to In-

dia, was a recent visitor in Fayetteville. She
isited the University of Arkansas under the
uspices of the Student Volunteer Movement and
poke before several student groups while there.
he also spoke before the Weslev Foundation

'age Four
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group on Sunday morning. Miss Bowden, whose
home town is Swifton, will leave for India in
December where she will teach in one of the
Mission Schools. ’

l) EV. L. R. SPARKS, pastor of Carthage, writes:
X “Our Methodist Youth Fellowship rendered
an appropriate program on Sunday, November
16, in honor of our forty-eighth wedding anni-
versary. They presented congratulations and a
valuable gift. Our work is progressing nicely
and our people co-operate splendidly. All finan-
ces are well up. The Hendrix College quota is
overpaid. A few important improvements are
being made on the parsonage and our beautiful
new church.”

R. J. W. WORKMAN, chaplain at Fort Roots,
27 will be guest preacher at Sylvan Hills Meth-
odist Church, on Sunday morning, November
30. Rev. Howard Cox, associate pastor of the
First Methodist Church, North Little Rock, will
preach at the evening service. The pastor, Rev.
William Wilder, as chairman of the Conference
Historical Commission, will be attending the
dedicdation of a historical marker at the site of
the first Methodist church in Arkansas, which
was at Jessup. .

ISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN attended the semi-

annual meeting of the Council of, Bishops
held at Atlantic City, New Jersey, on November
17-21. Plans were made for three churchwide
movements, each of which will rate high in im-
portance in Methodism’s 1952-56 program. They
are World Mission for Evangelism in 1953, a
Crusade for a New World Order and an Em-
phasis on Methodist Youth in 1954-56. Bishop
Martin was named on the general committee
on Youth Emphasis.

HE SANCTUARY of the First Methodist
Church of Gurdon is being redecorated with
the following improvements: The altar, the choir
loft and the main auditorium are being remodel-
ed, new church furniture, carpeting and a stain-
ed glass window are being added. New lighting
has been planned along with a central heating
system and air conditioning. The work is ex-
pected to be completed by mid-December. Horace
Cabe is chairman of the Finance Committee
which estimates that the work will cost about
$10,000. Rev. R. O. Beck is pastor.

TPYHE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH of Mag-

nolia gave its church service on Sunday,
November 16, to the observance of American Ed-
ucation Week. Laymen were in charge of the
service with William Eckert delivering the main
address at the morning hour. The Southern
State College a Cappella Choir, under the di-
rection of Robert Kaebnick, sang special num-
bers. E. M. Anderson presided over the service,
and Dr. John Wilson led the responsive reading.
C. Z. Couch, chairman of the Board of Education,
was in charge of the offertory. Rev. Elmer L.
Thomas is pastor.

SPECIAL SERVICE, for the closing of the

/% charter membership roll of the newly-organ-

ized El Dorado St. Luke Methodist Church, for-
merly known as the Woodlawn Heights Com-
munity Chapel, interdenominational, was held on
Sunday morning, November 16, with the district
superintendent, Dr. Connor Morehead, in charge,
assisted by Dr. Neill Hart, pastor of the First
MetRodist Church of El Dorado, and the pastor
of St. Luke’s Church, Rev. Ralph Mann. Van-
trease Memorial Church presented the com-
munion set and E. R. Vansickle, in behalf of
First Church laymen, presented the baptismal
font and the new pulpit furniture. A number
of charter members was enrolled.

HE second Annual Recreation Workshop,

sponsored by the Board of Education of the
Louisiana Conference, will be held in First
Church, Alexandria, Louisiana, Thursday, Dec-
ember 4, through Saturday afternoon, December
6. according to announcement by the Dean of
the Workshop, Rev. Henry A. Rickey. Rev.

Harold Hipps, associate minister of West Market
Street Methodist Church, Greensboro, N. C., will
lead folk games, party planning, party games,
and program planning. Mr. Hipps was formerly
a clown with Ringling Brothers Circus. A. C,
Voran, of Centenary College, will lead the sing-
ing and conduct classes in song leading. Other
staff members will round out an attractive pro-

. gram, The Dean writes that Arkansas pecople are

invited. Registration is to be made with Rev.
Bentley Sloane, Box 4156, Shreveport, and the
first 100 from outside the Alexandria Area will
be accepted. The registration fee of $2.00 is to
be paid on arrival at the Workshop.

; XECUTIVE SECRETARIES from Arkansas
and Louisiana, Rev. Roy E. Fawcett of the
Little Rock Conference, Dr. Ira A. Brumley of
the North Arkansas Conference and Dr. Bentley
Sloane of the Louisiana Conference, will be
among the 104 Methodist ministers attending the
bi-annual meeting of the executive secretaries
of Regional Boards of Education to be held De-
cember 1-5 in Nashville, Tennessee. Coming from
every state and Cuba, the sccretaries will meet
with staff ,members of the Mecthodist General
Board of Education, which has its national head-
quarters in Nashville. They will discuss a two-
year program of Christian cducation for all age
groups in Methodist churches, and consult with
editors of church school literature and directors
of religious work at Methodist colleges. The 104
secretaries, appointed by their respective annual
conferences, comprise the chief link between the
general education board and 40,000 Methodist
churches across the country.

RELIGION GETS A BOOST
.(Continued from page 1)

ligion to the public. But our concern just now
is not with the Conference or Arca level. We
have in mind what local church leaders, pastors
and laymen, can do in their own situations locally
to keep Religion and the Church in the public
mind. The “Religion in American Life” series
which we do appreciate can help us to see the
real value of a continuing prograni of this sort
on a local level.

THE BLIGHT OF RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY
(Continued f?‘oni page 1)

our  religion in different forms of worship in
our different churches. What it cannot and should
not forgive is the egotistical, self-centered, re-
ligious bigotry practiced by members of some
denominations in their attempt to unchristianize
all who do not believe and worship as they do.

If it is not possible, under present conditions,
for the members of the various denominations to
unite in one church, they can at least recognize
each other as Christians; if they cannot unite they
can and should at least coopezrate.
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A Lift For Living By Dr. Ralph W. Sockman

HOLIDAYS AND HIGH MOMENTS

This weck we dedicate a day to Thanksgiving. The words “holiday”
and “holy day” stem from the same root. But in popular usage they have
grown far apart.

Holidays are thought of in terms of what they free us from rather than
e ™ what they link us to. They are days on which we do
not have to work. Washington's Birthday, for instance,
is a national holiday, but' the multitudes do not give
‘ ‘ much thought to Washington. America has also set
AT { aside May 30 as Memorial Day. We close our places of
business but not too many devote their time to honor-
ing the dead. Thanksgiving Day is a peculiarly Amer-
ican holiday, but more attention seems to be paid to
- turkeys than to the Pilgrims and God.

; | Christimas and Easter are the two holy days of the
' Christian year and the Jews celebrate their holy days
with similar devotion. . .

Instcad of dwelling on the misuse of our holidays, let’s think about
how to preserve the value of life’s high moments and red letter days
throughout the year.

What does God do for us in our high hours? For one thing he refreshes
the mind. Some yecars ago a London physician declared that there is a
disease more devastating than tuberculosis or cancer. It is boredom. Qur
first reaction may be that the doctor overstated the case. Boredom is un-
pleasant, but hardly fatal. Well, fatal to what? To be sure not many
deaths scem directly due to boredom. Not many become so tired of living
that they take their own lives. It might, however, be revealing to compute,
if it were possible, the effects of dull spirits and drab living actually lower-
ing bodily health, and consequently shortening life.

Consider how many youth have turned to vice because virtue has
secmed dull, how many marriage bonds have broken because home life
was allowed to become drab. As Dr. Fosdick has reminded us, the feeling

o
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. of commonplacenecss is one of the besetting curses of daily living.

The sense of triviality dims enthusiasm. One American humorist,
after trying to make his diary look important, says that he gave it up and
began writing as his daily entry these words: “Got up, washed and went
to bed.”

Left {o itself, daily living can so easily settle into dull routine. We
need high moments and holidays to break the monotony. But a day off
now and then will not do the trick. A red letter day on our calendars

comes from recreation through touch with the Creator. i o
God helps us to refresh our minds by keeping us interested in in-
dividual persons. During the war between the North and the South, Charles

~ Sumner was a senator fromn Massachusetts. A learned man, he felt him-

sclf a bit above some of his colleagues in Washington. Also he was absorbed
in his great plans for the abolition of slavery. One day he was invited
by Julia Ward Howe (author of that inspired hymn “The Battle Hymn of
the Republic”) to meet some friends.
lofty way: “Really Julia, I have lost all my interest in individuals.”

“Why, Charles,” she replied, “God hasn’t got as far as that yet.”

During the Thanksgiving season we will get together with families
and friends. Let’s not lose that personal touch. Let's give thanks for that
wife who shares our burdens and thanks for our children and our father:
and mothers—yes, even thanks for the turkey. And let us thank God every
day for his abundant love and protection.

Of course, if we are brought to the brink of death, then we give thanks
for life. Capt. Edward Rickenbacker was, as you know, America’s flying
ace in the First World War. During the last war he flew as a passenge:
over the Pacific. The plane suffered engine trouble and the pilot anc
crew found themsclves in life rafts in the surging waves. As the raft:
drifted aimlessly over the water, food became perilously low. Captair
Rickenbacker prayed for help. The pilot of the ill-fated ship, who was ir
the same craft with Captain Eddie, pulled a salvaged Bible from his pocke
and rcad from Saint Matthew 6:25: “Therefore I say unto you, Take n¢
thought' for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor ye
for your body, what ye shall put on.”

The next day a hungry gull zoomed down' and landed on Ricken.
backer’s head. The gull’'s innards were removed for bait and the rest‘o
the bird was apportioned for food.

After an experience like that, it is no wonder that every day in th
quiet of his room, Eddie Rickenbacker offers thanks to God for his amn
his crew’s deliverance.

A newspaper friend tells me of a valiant young flyer in the First Worlc
War. Three brothers were killed and despite family protests he enliste:
for flight instruction. His heroism is a matter of record. He became ai
ace and was retired with numerous decorations. Like many of his com

rades he found himself without a job. After diligent search he located .

situation and hastened to tell my friend about it.

“I've landed a good job,” he exclaimed. “These people are going t
pay me $50 a jump in a parachute. All I have to do is a 2,000-foot exhibitio:

jump six times a week. I start on Thanksgiving Day and that was alway
my lucky day.” . .

He declined, saying in his top-

will not give a lasting glow. We need to have a refreshing mind which

Why not make Thanksgiving Day our lucky day by starting the hab;
of daily giving thanks?

NEW INSIGHTS
FROM THE
REVISED STANDARD
VERSION
By
DR. ROY L. SMITH

SUSPICIOUS OF THE MIRACLES

And when he had come o Jerusalem he atiempt-
ed io join his disciples; and they were all
afraid of him, for they did not believe he was a
disciple—Acts 9.26.

And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he
assayed to join himself to the disciples: but
they were all afraid of him, and believed not
that he was a disciple—King James Version

We will have to he reasonable with those
Jerusalem Christians. They had known Saul as
a fanatical foe, running them down to earth like
a beast of prey. There were probably those
among the membership of the Church who .were
still nursing wounds that might never heal which
had been inflicted upon them as a result of the
young man’s frenzy against the faith.

It is easy to understand how difficult they
would find it to believe that a moral miracle
had actually taken place within him. They had
not been with him on the Damascus way; they
had not witnessed the transformation which had
overtaken him; they had not heard him preach
with the power of the Holy Spirit. And they
were very slow about receiving him into the
Christian fellowship. Who can blame them?

But there is this disposition to doubt the
miracles of grace which are worked inside the
souls of men by the incoming of the Holy Spirit.
Only God knows how many trophies have been
lost- because the Christian Church has been
suspicious of the miracle that has actually at-
tended its own preaching.

“I was never so sure of anything in my
life as that something had happened to me,
making me a new creature,” he said, “but it
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BUILDING PROGRAMS IN THE
FT. SMITH DISTRICT

(Continued from page 3)
sanctuary building. The frame fellowship hall
is actually the former Figure Five Methodist
Church building which had been located several
miles west of the City Heights section and which
was removed to the City Heights location when
its use in the Figure Five community had been
terminated. The church building program was

"completed at a cost.of $8,000. Future expansion

includes an additional educational building which
will be added to the sanctuary building. The City
Heights Building Committee included Ray Pea-
gram, S. S. Wells, G. F. Swearington, and Rev.
Felix Holland, City Heights pastor.

The St. John’s Church, which until the con-
ference year 1951-52 was the head of a cir-
cuit, is presently engaged in adding 3200 square
feet of floor space to its church building at an
approximate cost of $15,000. The educational
building is being erected immediately behind fhe
present church plant, and will be of brick veneer,
concrete and Hedite block construction. Con-
struction of the new unit began shortly after
the last annual conference session in June and
is expected to be completed by early spring.
The building will house most of the educational
and social activities of the church, and with
facilities now available in the present church
plant will amply accommodate the St. John’s
congregation.

Much work has already been done in the
present building. The sanctuary has new pews,
pulpit furniture, new altar and choir arrange-
ment, new doors, new windows, new nursery

was awfully hard to make the Church believe
that I,was a different man. As much as ten
years after my conversion some of them were
still saying, ‘yes, we knew him way back when’

. and that was enough to damn me.”

“I think I could have made good if I had
only had the help—just a little help—from some
of the good women of the Church. God knows
how I longed for encouragement, and he also
knows how ready I was to do my best. But
they - could not believe I was any different,”
And that was why she backslid!
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and a new Hammond organ. Other improvement
include the complete redecoration of the sanctu
ary and the enclosing of the balcony, this spad
being converted to classroom space. The cor
gregation borrowed $10,000 from the Gener:
Board and the Conference Board and by tk
time of the completion of the program wii
have raised $10,000 or more to finance the pro!
ect. The St. John's Building Committee include
S. E. Smith, Leo Bennett, and F. L. Campbe])
The Finance Committee is composed of Grag
Putnam, J. N. Evans, Jr., and Gervas Lee. Re
Robert Sessions is the pastor.

Progress in the physical improvement ¢
the New Hope Church includes the provision
a new personage which was completed in timr
for occupancy at the beginning of this confe’
ence year. A residence recently built at anoth:
location was purchased and removed to the pre
ent site near the New Hope Church, and w.
renovated to meet present needs. The New Hoy
congregation has an investment of $3500 in tf
parsonage, most of which is paid. The N¢
Hope Church building, built during the pastora
of Rev. Floyd G. Villines, Jr., was complete’
freed of debt during the conference year 1950-
during the pastoral administration of Rev. Robe
Sessions when New Hope was on the St. Johr
Circuit. The New Hope parsonage committee i1
cluded Hal Brewer, Aud Daugherty, and D. !
Biggerstaff. Rev. Uriah Smith is the prese’
New Hope pastor.

The Branch Methodist Church has recent'
spent $2,000 modernizing the Branch parsonag
redecorating the interior and painting the e!
terior. The program also included the reparf
tioning of'several of the parsonage rooms. Re
J. E. Thomas is the Branch pastor. .

On the Massard-Barling pastoral charg
Rev. Vann Hooker pastor, the Barling congr
gation has recently spent $1,500 in installing n¢
pews, pulpit furniture and new hardwood flog
In the sanctuary. This serves many of the servi
personnel from nearby Camp Chaffee. At Ma
sard new hardwood floors have been put in t}
charge parsonage, and the house has been cor
pletely refurnished at a cost of '‘approximate
$1,200. . .

At Hartman, each one of the churches on t'
Hartman Charge, Mt. Zion, Spadra, Hays Chay

(Continued on page 7) :
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REALIZATION

Ride any road to ancient Rome
And thence back home again;
There you will find no king so

strong
As God in hearts of men.

Climb all the hills in classic Greece
To name each burning star;

DT T r— e v —  ———

“INo beauty there can bring a peace

Beyond you where-you are.

; Pace miles of Galilean shores,

¢ Touch every tree Christ saw;

; But he will be most dearly yours
In hot-white prayers of awe.

—Mims Thornburgh Workman,
in Church School

'BECAUSE OF YOU AND ME

SCRIPTURE: John 1:35-45
_VERSE FOR TODAY: And he
,brought him to Jesus. John 1:42

| He was in the Kindergarten De-
ipartment of the church school, and
“such a very small lad that one might
suppose his influence to be very
small indeed. His mother and father
were fine Christian folk; God was

L

Mvery real to them, and the church

¢

i varefull;
A

-held an important place in their
“lives. They did not, however, ob-
lserve the custom of saying grace
at mealtime. ’

It happens that each Sunday
.morning the very little people of
cour church school have a bite to
«cat. Before eating, they bow their
,heads to say “Thank you” to -the
Heavenly Father who gives all. One
[Sunday, when Mother and Father
and Tommy sat down to the {family

‘meal, Tommy said, “Can’t we say

¢Thank you’ like we do at Sunday
school?” Mother and Father agreed
#hat it would be nice. They bowed
their heads, and a little child led
them to the feet of God. Grace at
L_meals i now the custom in that
'home, because of the influence of
‘the tiniest member. )

¥ Sometimes we are tempted to say,
] have no influence.” But this is
‘not true. The extent of our influence
4s beyond our knowing. Members
% our family, our friends, even
‘people whose names we may never
‘know, are helped or hindered in
their Christian life, because of you
and me. .
‘PRAYER: Our Father, thou hast
given to us a great responsibility in
life. Strengthen us, that ‘we may live
‘that others may be led to thee. Give
as the spirit of Christ and its win-
Ining power. This we ask in his name.
rAmen. —John F. 'W. Howell

¢

1
1 THE OLD—THE NEW
1 e never outgrow the past; we

<grow out of it. . /

~ In a matter of hours and minutes,
we end a decade and begin a new
year.

One of our greatest needs now i$
#0 know what to keep from the past
and what to throw away. Jesus said
that he had not come to destroy the
teachings of Moses and the prophets
put to fill them full of new meaning.

Matthew 5:17-18)

:é[ted'\tatet fo; a few moments on

: events of your life.

very root of things anfi;ol;gkﬁ:s;

causes. Appraise the events very
Y. Try especially to discover
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Our eyehds closed and shaken of their weeping,
Our bodies waiting rengrh to come again

We say good-night 1o ous beloved, then turming,
Go through the shadowy hall and up the Qtaur,
The lictle lighr goes out that has been burning,
We watch the ftars beyond the window square,
Then, soft as mightfall on the meadow flowers,
Sleep comes and bears us dreamlessly away,

And re&t 13 sweet though long or short the hours,
Unal we waken, and again ‘us day,

With 1ts bright glory, and 1ts sudden splendor,
And, dazzled by the golden Light thar spulls,

We will anse, all ithe and Qtrong and slender,
And young agamn, to chmb the golden hulls

SR VVRaY g

ace Aol Crowell T

WHAT 1s death but a quier might of .
All weariness forgotten, and all pain,

sleeping

FALLEN TOWERS

“Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens,
and let us make a mame for ourselves lest we be scattered abroad upon
the face of the earth.” (Genesis 11:4)

what you believe so long as

you are sincere”, he said to the

two visitors who were encour-
aging him to make a decision for
Christ and His Church. He stuck t
his declaration and did not mak
any move toyvard a commitment.
Consider this position for a moment
and decide whether it is firm enough
to stand on. What if that was the
only test that doctors made? Is that

“IT doesn’t make any difference

their value for tomorrow. -

Read again the concluding portion
of the Sermon on the Mount, espec-
ially the illustration about houses
being built on rock and sand. (Mat-
thew 7:24-29) It takes a new mean-
ing, perhaps, as we appraise the past
and pray for the future.

This is the crisis moment. It is the
end of all that has gone before and
the beginning of all that is to come.

Base this hour on your religious
faith. Found it on Christian princi-
ples. Let your resolutions and deci-
sions be guided by the way of Jesus.

Then resolve: With God’s help, 1
will live the Christian way with all
the power of my master and Lord,
and to act always in his spirit and

in his name. Amen—Jameson Jones
—Power.

all that we want from him who is
going to diagnose our troubles and
prescribe for our physical cure? We
admire the sincerity of a person as
he practices medicine, but we want

to see that sincerity exhibited in try- .

ing to learn more about the human
body. We want him to be informed
on all the recent discoveries. Is sin-
cerity enough in the lives of nation-
al and international leaders? To be
sure we want them to be sincere in
seeking the solution to our problems
but we want the assurance that they
are using all their faculties to offer
the best solution possible, Just to be
sincere is hardly enough in any
other interest in life; then, why take
it as the sole criterion by which we
judge our spiritual life?

We would certainly have no place
for a doctor, teacher, or political
jeader who did not by his very ac-
tions show that he was deeply sin-
cere. But sincerity alone as a test
falls far short. Do we not ask that
those who touth our lives not only
be sincere but to use every means
to be as well informed as possible?
We want to feel that they are per-
sistent in their inquiry; we want
them to feel that there is much yet
that they can learn.

This is the spirit that we find in
the New Testament, Jesus said,
“TLearn of me”. Here is an invitation

i!IfE%{HU!I?]UHHHilﬂlE‘LHHJH".EIHH{ZIEHEIII!EIH'&HIH!N![Iiliml{[iﬂlllllll[Hf![HIH'HHHUHUMHEMHHUIlm‘lHlﬁ’.l[imlﬁlmﬂlﬂmilEHL‘llIiiE’xIl]lll!Zli‘.[HUl

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Our Father, as we look at our-
selves we realize we are not worthy
to come to Thee in prayer; but we
know that Thouw hast revealed Thy
love to us in Christ and only as we
look to Him and belicve in Him can
we call ourselves children of Thine.
We know we have not always been
pleasing to Thee, but we belicve
when we come to Thee in prayer,
we will always find forgiveness,
pardon, love and strength. Thou
knowest that we do not want evil
to rule in our lives, and that some-
times we know not where to go or
what to do and Thou knowest that
we want Thy divine guidance al-
ways. We believe that if we will
always follow Thy guidance and
trust in Thee we will always come
out victoriously. We pray that Thou
will draw us closer together in a
spirit of Christian love and under-
standing toward one another. In
Christ’s name and for His seke we
pray. Amen.

—_Mrs. G. Reynolds, Sheridan, Ark.

to use all the means at our disposal
to become better acquainted with
Jesus. Paul had that same thing in
mind when he declared to Timothy,
“Do your best to present yourself
to God as one approved, a workman
who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.”
(II Timothy 2:15) There is every
encouragement for sincerity but the
proof of our sincerity is our willing-
ness to dig deep to discover the great
truths that are for us.

No one could question the sin-
cerity of the men of Babel in going
to all the trouble to build a tower
to the heavens to make for them-
selves a name. It was hard work
to bring the materials and build
them one upon another. The tower
fell! Something was wrong in the
whole plan and thé motive that set
them upon the toilsome task.

A few questions that might help
to be more intelligent in sincerity
could be asked. For example does
the sincerity that we propose to have
glorify God, or does it lifit the
schemes of men? Is the controlling
motive to build the Kingdom of
God or is it to build a system of
theology and enforce that system
upon others? There are those groups
which insist so much on their way
being the only way that after awhile
one gets the idea that it is mnot
to the glory of God that they are
so zealous as it is the imposition of
their interpretation of the scripture
on another. If the motive is to “make
a name for themselves” their tower
is tottering. On the other hand if
their sincerity is guided by a gen-
uine purpose to glorify God, then
even though there are differences
of opinion there can still be deep
fellowship.

Another question pops up and that
is, does the sincerity of my heart
guide me toward the brotherhood
of man or is my sincerity a divisive
spirit that doctors my religious ego-
tism? The strength of evil in the
world today calls for a welding to-
gether of the forces of Christ. This
may not _be an organization that doeg
away with the several groups in
Christendom, but it will certain]

(Continued on page 15) Y
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, we are aware of the deterioration morally,
spiritually, and socially which inevitably comes to
any section or community where betting is con-
ducted in connection with horse race-tracks, and

WHEREAS, it is our conviction that all the pcople of St.
Francis County, castern Arkansas, the state, and
the adjoining states would be. adversely affected
by the ercction of the proposed race-track in St.
Francis County, and

WI.{AEREAS, we are opposed to the sale of bids and the
letting of a franchise by the racing commission, and

WHEREAS, we as young people do not have the oppor-
tunity in votes but must rely upon the adults, there-
fore

BE IT RESOLVED, by the members of the Methodist
Youth Fellowship of the Forrest City District that
our opposition be registered against the crection of
such a race-track in our state, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the citizens of east-

ern Arkansas and the state register their opposi-

* tion with the proper authorities; and that copies of

this resolution be sent to the Governor of Arkan-

sas, the Governor-elect of Arkansas, and be pub-
lished in the press.

SIGNED BY:

The Methodist Youth Fellowship
with members from St. Franecis,
Lee, Cross, Monroe, Crittenden,
Woodruff, and Phillips Counties,

COMMUNISTS FREE
F. OLIN STOCKWELL

A cablegram {from Bishop Ralph
“A. Ward from Hongkong, China, in-
forms the Board of Missions of the
Methodist Church that the Rev. F.
Olin Stockwell, Methodist mission-
ary who had been a prisoner of the
communists for 23 months had ar-
rived by {rain in Hongkong on Mon-
day (Nov. 17), having been freed by
his captors. Despite the fact that part
of the time Mr. Stockwell had been
in solitary confinement, he appear-
ed in good health, according to Bi-
shop Ward.

Mr. Stockwell was a missionary in
Chengtu, West China, when the com-
munists overran that city. He could

. have gone out before the entering
army, but elected to remain and at-
tempt to carry on his work. Some
months later, however, he was ar-
rested on trumped-up charges and
sentenced to prison. It is expected
that he will return to the United
States as soon as passage can be ar-
ranged.

A native of Perry, Oklahoma, Mr.
Stockwell is a member of a Metho-
dist family that has given mission-
aries to China, India, Burma, and
Argentina, and a number of minis-
ters to the United States. He was
educated at Oklahoma City College,
Ohio Wesleyan University and Gar-
rett Biblical Institute. He was or-
dained to the ministry in Oklahoma,
During his last furlough in the Uni-
ted States (1945-6) he made his home

UPPER ROOM BROADCASTS
SCHEDULED

Nashville, Tenn. — More than 800
radio stations will broadcast a spe-
cial holiday series of eight religious
programs recorded by The Upper
Room, daily devotional guide pub-
lished here.

A 30-minute dramatic program,
“Christmas is a Holy Day,” will cli-
max the series on December 25. The
transcribed episodes are designed to
start on Thanksgiving Day with a
special program, “Let Us Give
Thanks,” followed by six 15-minute
weekly broadcasts to introduce the
Christmas feature.

Response of the more than 800
radio stations — including every
state, Alaska and Hawaii — is the
largest in the history of the Upper
Room radio series, according to the
Rev. J. Manning Potts, editor.

Production of the holiday series
was under the direction of the Rev.
Howard Ellis, staff member of the
Methodist General Board of Evan-
gelism.

Great hearts do not die; they con-
tinue to live in the hearts to which
they have given courage and love
and in other hearts to which these in
turn give the same—Arthur Bryant,
INlustrated London News.

Too much of our recreation might
more accurately be termed “wreck-

in Oberlin, Ohio.

BUILDING PROGRAMS IN THE
FT. SMITH DISTRICT

(Continued from page 5)

and Hartman, took one of the rooms of the_ par-
sonage and redecorated and refurnished i, at
an approximate cost of $1,500. This cos@ did not
include the cost of labor much of which was
contributed by the members of the sevqral
churches. The project included the rearranging
of several of the rooms. A current program is
concerned with the addition of a large room t’o
the parsonage by glassing in one of the house’s
porches. Each of the churches is gssmtmg in this
improvement. Rev. Earl Carter is the Hartman
Ct. pastor.

At Lowe’s Creek Methodist Church on the
Branch Charge, an old church building was Te-
tuilt and rock veneered to provide a beautiful
building in the open couniry. A new entrar}ce
and several Sunday School rooms were also in-
cluded in the program. A most worshipful atmos-
phere in the sanctuary was obtained by a careful
arrangement of the furnishings, the altar, com-
munion rail and a lighted cross $3,000 was spent
by the Lowe's Creek congregation in this pro-
gram. o )

During the pastoral administration of Rev.
O. M. Campbell at Ozark, approximately $4,000
was spent in completely renovating and. redeco-
rating the church plant. Improverpents mpluded
renovation of the kitchen with‘mstallatlon of
new fixtures, new pulpit and choir arrangement,
refinishing of sanctuary floor, f_ull new carpeft-
ing in sanctuary aisles, new light f'lxtu‘res in
canctuary, and a complete redecoration job in
the sanctuary and adjoining prayer chapel. Rev.
Charles McDonald is the present Ozark pasto.r.

What promises to be one of the' most beauti-
ful and complete church buildings is now pngier
construction at Altus to replace .the‘ bulld}ng
which burned there in 1951. This little city,
which was once the site of Hendrix College, has

peen able with some outside as_smtance to get
underway a building program without the lead-
ership of a regularly asmgneq_paston Ip the
summer months the congregatlop was w1thqut
worship services, save as the DlStI:lCt Superin-
tendent was able to arrange appou}tments for
i{ In September with the cooperation of ‘the
Nbrth Arkansas Conference Board of Evapgehsm,
Rev. E. J. Reaves, Conference Evangelist, was

sent to Altus to conduct evangelistic services.

NOVEMBER 27, 1952
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reation.”—Rev. R. W. Michel, Chris-
tian Advocate

Before the series of services was concluded the
congregation had determined that above all
things a new church building must be built, and
$3,500 was raised to begin the construction. The
District Superintendent was able, with the con-
tinued cooperation of the Conference Board of
Evangelism and consent of two other District
Superintendents who had engaged  Brother
Reaves for work in their districts, to continue
Brother Reaves another two months at Altus to
see the building program through. The building
is now in the finishing stages of completion
and is a standing testimony to the determination
of a small group of people to erect a church
building.

The building will have a total of 2500 square
feet, its space being divided among a sanctuary,
four classrooms, a fellowship hall, kitchen and
res.trooms. Of rock veneer construction, the
building features much wood paneling, hardwood
floors, a worshipful altar and pulpit rostrum ar-
vangement and is complete with stained glass
windows. The building is being built for about
$8,000 but this cash outlay hardly covers the
actual cost since much of the labor has been
donated and many of the materials have been
secured at cost and below.  Then too, Brother
Reaves had directed in a large measure the ac-
tual construction work, effecting a further sav-
INg in construction costs. There is a comfortable
five-room parsonage next door, presently unoc-
cupied, but the District Superintendent has little
worry about finding a pastor to move there —
after the new church is completed, which won’t
be long- now, maybe next Sunday.

At. Spadra, on the Hartman Charge, is what
the District Superintendent calls the greatest
demons‘cra}tion of voluntary labor of any building
program in the Fort Smith District. The Spadra
people are rather proud of their accomplishment
In erecting this church and they have every right
to be. An older building at another location
was dlsrr‘{antled with usable lumber used in the
constrgctlon of the new building. The new strue-
ture is of stone-veneer construction, has a
sanctuary seating 150 worshippers, a youth
chapel, fellowship hall, well-equipped  kitchen
énd several classrooms. The sanctuary has oak
furnishings including pews, pulpit furnishings
and floors. It is soon to have oak paneling on the
walls, Several rooms in the structure being fur-
nished in that manner. The cornerstone for the
building was laid on Easter Sunday, 1951, the

building being completed several months later.
More than $12,000 was expended in its construc-
tion, not including much donated labor and
materials. The building has a cooling system and
is heated by a Butane gas system. A rather
larger number of memorials have been placed in
the building by members and interested friends
of the church. The Spadra Building Committee
is composed of Jack Felkins, Sidney King, Chic
Morgan, Harold Bishop, Mrs. Jewel Sharp, and
Mrs. M. C. Walker. Rev. Earl Carter is the pas-
tor.

At Coal Hill some $2,000 has been spent by
that congregation in renovating and redecorat-
ing its sanctuary. The project had included
straightening and lining up of the building, and
the installation of a new floor, new ceiling and
wallboard on the walls. Structural changes dur-
ing the course of many years had necessiated
the lining work. The building has also been
provided with new doors and new entrances.
Frank Frazier has served as chairman of the Coal
Hill Building Committee. A loan which is about
to be secured will make possible new windows,
pews and rock or brick_veneer on the outside

to complete the renovation project.

U. E. M. IN ACTION

Nashville, Tenn.—Michigan Methodists won
16,010 new church members in a two-week cam-~
paign to set a new record in the denomination’s
series of evangelistic missions, it was announced
here at national headquarters of the Methodist
General Board of Evangelism.

With 703 churches participating, the state-
wide campaign netted 10,803 commitments on
“profession of faith” and 5,207 through rein-
statements or transfers, it was reported by the
Rev. Dr. Harry Williams, director of the board’s
Department of United Evangelistic Missions. This
surpassed the previous high of 13,702 commit-
ments recorded in 1950 during a similar mission
in the Syracuse, N. Y., episcopal area.

The Michigan mission ended November 9
with mass meetings throughout the Detroit area.
It was the 49th in a nationwide series of metro-
politan and regional evangelistic campaigns in-
itiated by the Methodist Church three years ago.
Under way now are state-wide missions in Ohio
and Kentucky. The series will be climaxed in
1953 by American Methodism’s participation in
the world-wide simultanecus campaign,
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NORTH ARKANSAS
CONFERENCE NOTES
By Ira A. Brumley

Arkansas Valley Training School

The Arkansas Valley Arca Train-
ing School was held November 17-
19, with three courscs being offered
as follows: :

How to Teach in the Church
School, Robert Paul Sessions.

Christian Beliefs, Paul M. Bump-
ers.

A Preface to the Bible, Ira A.
Brumley.

This was the first time that sugh
a program has been carried out In
the Hartman Church. The school
was for Lamar, Clarksville, Alix,
Hartman, Altus, and Ozark Charges.

Despite the fact that the _school
opened Monday night in the midst of
the hardest rainfall in many months
in that section, 67 people attended
the opening night. The attendance
on Tuesday night was very good and
on Wednesday night there were 83
persons present for the closing ses-
sion,

Much of the success of the school
was due to the leadership given by
the pastors, Charles McDonald, Earl

. Carter, and Paul Bumpers, together

with the Church School Superin-
tendents of those three charges.

The general interest and enthusi-
asm in the school is seldom equaled
by other schools and never surpass-
ed.

Paragould Area School

The Paragould Area School for the
churches of Greene County is to be
held at First Methodist Church, Par-
agould, December 1-3, with Rev. S.

‘B. Wilford serving as Dean of the

School. The following courses are to
be offered:

How to Understand Children, Mrs.
W. A. Wooten.

Teaching Seniors and Older Youth,
Harold Spence.

What it Means to be a Christian
(Youth Only), J. J. Byrd.

A Preface to the Bible,
Hillis.

Ralph

Samual P. Auslam of Green For-
est has recently been certified as
Dean for training schools.

Harold Spence of Jacksonville has
recently been certified for the two
courses on Teaching: How to Teach
in the Church School and Ways of
Teaching.

A one-unit training school is being
planned for Mayflower, to be held
December 7-9.

Church ScHools Show Gains

We are reporting additional
church schools showing gains: Mar-
shall, 3; Judsonia, 1; Mt. Pleasant
(Quitman Charge), 7; Bald Knob, 8;
Rose Bud, 14; Macedonia, 3; Walnut
Ridge, 61; Valley View (Harrison
Charge), 3; Kensett, G6; Austin, 4;
Whitehall, 1; Pocahontas, 6; Biggers,
13; Williford, 5; Piggott, 31; Oak
Grove (Maynard Charge), 11; Dyess,
46; Huntington Avenue, 18; Wesley
Memorial, Blytheville, 22; Farm Hill
(Cherry Valley Charge), 43.

Unreached Masses
The report of the General Board
of Education of The Methodist
Church indicates that there are ap-
proximately 34,330,000 children -in
the United States, with 27,464,000 of
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TRAINING SCHOOL AT
PONCHATOULA CHURCH

The Methodist Churches of Ham-
mond and Ponchatoula with the
Wesley Chapel and Springfield
Charges held a Training School for
Church School workers on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, November
17, 18 and 19. '

The following courses were taught:
Adults at Work, taught by Rev.
George Dameron, Pineville; Plan-
ning for Children in the Church,
taught by Miss Elizabeth Workman,
Conway, Arkansas, and The Meth-
odist Youth Fellowship, taught by
Miss Lillian Hay, director of the
Southeastern Louisiana College Wes-
ley Foundation, Hammond.

these children unreached by any
church school program.

It is estimated that there are
26,618,000 youth in The United
States, with 21,294,000 of this num-
ber of youth unreached by any
church school program.

It is estimated that there are
90,290,000 adults in the United
States, with approximately 72,232,-
000 of these adults unreached by any
church school.

Thus it is estimated that there is
a total of 120,990,000 people in The
United States unreached by any
church school program.

We often hear that more than
half of the people in The United
States belong to some church, but
what does a name on a church roll
mean if people are not growing in
their understanding of the Christian
faith and in Christian action?

There are many thousands of peo-
ple within the territory of the North
Arkansas Conference unreached by
any  program of Christian training.
Have you checked up to see how
many of these unreached people are
within reach of your church school?

“THE CHURCH WORKING WITH ADULTS"

Nashville, Tenn.—Because people
are past sixty is no reason why they
shouldn’t have a lot of fun. But for
one cause or another, until the past
few years very little provision had
been made by the churches for the
recreation of older adults.

The Adult Department of the Gen-
eral Board of Education has pionecer-
ed in ths field, and the interest
shown in recreation for this age-
group throughout the Church has

EDUCATOR IN SOUTH
AMERICA

Nashville, Tenn.—Dr. John O.
Gross is spending this month visit-
ing Methodist schools and colleges
in South America. As executive sec-
retary of the Division of Educa-
tional Institutions, Methodist Board
of Education, Dr. Gross is deeply
interested in the status of church-
related schools.

Since November 6, Dr. Gross has
been in Santiago, Chile, as a fra-
ternal delegate to sessions of Meth-
odism’s central conference for Latin
America. While there he will also
attend a meeting of directors of

thirteen Methodist schools in Latin -

America. He will deliver two talks
to the group, “Religion and Educa-
tion” and “Church-Related Schools
in the United States.”

Traveling by plane, Dr. Gross
plans to visit nine other cities to
confer with church leaders and meet
with faculties of Methodist institu-
tions in Panama City, Panama; Lima,
Peru; Cochabamba and La Paz,
Bolivia; Buenos Aires, Argentina;
Montevideo, Uruguay; Porto Alegre,
Sao Paulo and Rio de Janciro, Bra-
zil. Dr. Gross’s trip, which began
October 28, ended on November 25,
when he returned to his office in
Nashville.

GARDNER HAS FINE ATTENDANCE

AT TRAINING SCHOOL

3 o
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The group standing around the
altar represents “a: portion of the
membership of Gardner Memorial
Methodist Church, North Little Rock
who received credits at therecent
Little Rock Training School held at
the First Methodist Church. The pas-
tor, the Rev. Irl Bridenthal, stands
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in the center. The church had 65
enrolled in the school. This was the
third largest group in enrollment at
the school
earned.
Gardner has led the North Arkan-

twq

and second in credits

sas anference for the past
years in training school credits,

been due in large measure to pro-
motion on the part of the depart-
ment.

Last summer there were thirty-
four conference-wide meetings for
older adults, in which a arge block
of time was devoted to recreational
activities. This is a {ine increase
since 1948 when only five conference
wide meetings were heid for this
age-group.

Increasingly, too, local churches
are organizing classes, clubs and
groups in which recreation for older
people play a prominent part, it was
said by Miss Virginia Stafford of the
Adult Department staff, who has
responsibility for work with older
adults. No program of a local church
is complete until the recreation
needs of these older fclk are met,
she stated.

Older adults like to do about the
same things in the way of recreation
as any other group—singing, games,
creative hobbies, and crafts. Special
and birthday parties, story-tellers’
conventions and hymn sings are
good. Many churches are setting a-
side special rooms for such activities
throughout the week, with Woman's
Society of Christian Service and
church school leaders serving on
hostess committees and {furnishing
transportation.

Progress is being made on a col-
lection of materials for older adults’
recreation, and a part of the Lead-
ership Education course, “The
Church Working with Older Adults,”
is devoted to recreation for this
age-group, according to Miss Staf-
ford.

MISSIONARY EDUCATION
FOR CHILDREN

Nashville, Tennessee — Methodist
children will get a strong dose of
missionary education through their
story papers in January, according
to Miss Mary Edna Lloyd, editor of
Children’s Publications. Both the
Primary and Junior story papers
will carry stories, games, and pic-
tures about children in Africa. These
materials will greatly enrich the
missionary units included in the reg-
ular church school lesson materials.

In the Primary story paper, Pic-
tures and Stories, there wiil be a
three-part story about the friend-
ship of a missionary’s son and a boy
in the Congo—“Tonga and Jack” by
Esma Rideout (Mrs. Newell) Booth,
with illustrations by Iris Beatty
Johnson; simple directions for two
games from the Congo with illustra-
tions by Edith Cunnings; and a story
about a boy in Liberia, by Charles
Britt and illustrated by Janet Small-
ey. :

In the Junior story paper, Trails
for Juniors, there will be a three-
part Congo story, “Tembo and
Maruwa” also by Mrs. Booth, with
illustrations by Kurt Wiese as well
as a picture spread on Africa, re-
views of books about Africa, several
African folk tales, games, and two
fun-to-make articles.

These story papers may be order-
ed as a part of church school liter-
ature. - Pictures and Stories costs
only 20c for thirteen issues, and
Trails for Juniors is only 25¢ a quar-
ter, less than two cents per week,
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Selected Religious News Briefs

BISHOP MOORE CALLS CHURCH IN EUROPE
'VALIANT'

C

HRISTIANITY and the Church are “holding their own with re-
markable vitality” even in the Russian zones of Europe, Methodist
Bishop Arthur J, Moore of Atlanta declared. Bishop Moore, re-

turning from his 22nd crossing of the Atlantic Ocean and a mission
which took him to Methodist conferences over central Europe and North
Africa, said: “The church in Europe may not be leading a great victorious

march, but it is fighting valiantly.

Its courage and spirit of sacrifice

often puts our own church to shame.” Even in East Germany. the Meth-
odist leader reported, Christian groups, while constantly watched by the
Communisis, are not under a heavy hand and churches are crowded as a
religious revival is manifested. The bishop, traveling in Switzerland,
Yugoslavia, England, France, Belgium, Austria, and Africa, noted that

“national animositics are lessening,
tensions and bitterness slowly being
dissipated as travel and the ming-
ling together of people from differ-
ent countries shrinks our world.”

Pastor of Litile Brown
Church to Retire

The Rev. Fred L. Hanscom, 82-
year-old pastor of the famous Little
Brown Church in the Vale, will re-
tire from the ministry this month.
In his 2! yecars at the Little Brown
Church, Mr. Hanscom has married
almost 10,000 couples. The brides
and grooms have come from all over
the country. Many have returned to
.have their children baptized by Mr.
Hanscom. In the church hangs a
portrait of Dr. William S. Pitts, a
Fredericksburg physician, who wrote
the hymn when visiting in the vil-
lage of Bradford. Cooperative efforts
of the people of Bradford built the
little church between 1860 and 1864.
Although the village is virtually
non-existent now, the Little Brown
Church has become a mecca for
brides and grooms.

Businessmen Ask Sermons On
Religious Christmas Theme

Ministers of Huntington, W. Vir-
ginia, have been asked by the Junior
Chamber of Commerce to make
“Let's Put Christ Back Into Christ-
mas” the theme of their sermons on
Nov. -30. Letters asking the minis-
ters to cooperate in the project were

mailed by Ed Ward and Frank Bail-
ey, co-chairmen of the Jaycee's
Christmas  activities committee.
Meanwhile, more than 20,000 cards
urging the same theme are being
distributed throughout the city by
the committee. The letter to the min-
isters said that “the real meaning
of Christmas is too often overlook-
ed.”

School Superintendent
Encourages Church Attendance

1f 75 per centof the 1,218 pupils of
Greensburg  High School, Indiana
will attend church for four conse-

_cutive Sundays they may have an

organ at the school. Gerald E. Alex-
ander, city school superintendent,
made the offer. He said the funds
were available from an Iowa farm
which had been bequeathed to
provide improvements for the school.
The pupils had asked for an electric
organ. Mr. Alexander oifered to use
the funds for this purpose if the
youngsters would attend church
regularly.

Clergyman Suspended by Argentine
Gov't. Named Santiago Bishop

A Methodist clergyman who was
suspended two months ago by the
Argentine Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Religious Cults has been
elected bishop of the Church’s San-
tiago area. He is the Rev. Julio

“RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION”

Chas. A, Wells®
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Manuel Sabanes, a Uraguayan and
former pastor of Central Methodist
church in Buenos Aires. He was
elected to a four-year term as bishop
at the Methodist Latin-America
Central Conference meeting in San-
tiago, Chile. In September, Mr. Sab-
anes, who is 55, was barred from
carrying out his ministry in Buenos
Aires on the ground that he had
been critical of the Peron regime in

a sermon last February at Mardel .

Plata, Argentina’s
resort.

popular seaside

Schedules Methodist
Evangelistic Convocation

nounced at Chicago by a special
committee of the Council of Bishops.
The committee, which drew up plans
for the convocation, said the meet-
ing will commemorate the 250th an-
niversary of the birth of John Wes-
ley, founder of Methodism. Bishop
Fred Pierce Corson, of Philadelphia,
president of the Methodist Council
of ‘Bishops, who presided at the
planning committee’s sessions, said
the convocation is part of the world-
wide evengelistic program authoriz-
ed by the denomination’s 1952 Gen-
eral Conference. Bishop Corson said
more than 3,500 delegates from all
parts of the United States and re-

A World Methodist Convocation
on Evangelism will be held June 26-
28, 1953, in Philadelphia, it was an-

presentative leaders from Methodisi
groups overseas, are expected {c
attend the convocation next summer

JURISDICTIONAL COUNCIL ORGANIZES

T

HE REV. DR. MARSHALL T. STEEL, pastor of Highland Park Meth-
odist Church, Dallas, Tex., was elected chairman of the South Central
Jurisdictional Ccuncil of The Methodist Church when the group or-

ganized for the new quadrennium at a meeting in Dallas Nov. 12.

He succeeds Bishop H. Bascom Watts

of Lincoln, Nebr.

oy

Praised highly for his leadership and re-elected for another quad-
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(1 to r) Rev. E. H. Hook, Fayetteville, presents the interests of Western Meth-

AN

odist Assembly to Jurisdictional Council; others include Mrs. E. D. Gallowa
Hope, secretary of Council, Dr. Marshall Steel, Dallas, Chairman of Coum:iy|;
Dr. Paul D. Womeldorf, Oklahoma City, Executive Secretary of Council.

rennium was the Rev. Dr. Paul D. Womeldorf of Oklahoma City, who has
served as executive secretary since 1944. *

Representing the 1,778,347 Methodists in the eight-state jurisdiction,
the council took stock of its activities during the past quadrepnium and
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adopted forward-looking goals for the 1952-’56 period.

i Other officers elected were: Rev. Dr. Frank C. Tucker, St. Louis
vice chairman; and Mrs. E. D. Galloway of Hope, Ark., secretary. T
Bu§sel.1 Reitz, Manhattan, Kans., layman, was re-elected treasurer of the
‘JIurlsdlction when the jurisdictional conference was held in Wichita ir
une. :

Meeting simultaneously during the Dallas session of the Council, the
Commission on Finance for the jurisdiction elected Rev. G. Alfred Browr
of Ft. Worth, Tex., as chairman; Rev. Orbin Turner, El Paso, Tex., vict
chairman; and Rev. Virgil D. Morris of New Orleans, secretary.

The jurisdictional council set a goal of a three per cent net increase eact
year in church membership. If achieved during the quadrennium, thi
would result in 218,264 net gain in membership—almost double the actua
gain of 116,761 during the past quadrennium,

_Special emphasis will be given to stewardship, and Dr. E. Lamon
Ge}ssmger, associate secretary of the General Board of Lay Activities i1
Chicago, was present to outline plans for area-wide programs of steward
ship training.

Training schools for supply pastors and members of the Rio Grand
conference will be continued under the auspices of the council.

Other specific jurisdictional projects include a survey school just helc
at Oklahoma City, a town and country conference slated for next January
a conference for adult class officers and teachers set for Tulsa next Oct. 17
20, and a general convocation of the jurisdiction to be held sometime durin
the third, year of the quadrennium. ‘

The jurisdiction will operate on an annual budget of $85,620, wit
$}0,750 set' aside toward the expenses of holding the quadrennial juris
dlCthl:lal' conference. The annual budget item for the operation of th
council is $27,500, with the balance of the fund earmarked for the wor
of the jurisdictional boards and their projects.

. Bishop Dana Dawson of Topeka, Kans., presided at the opening ses
sion, and Bishop Charles C. Seleecman of Dallas, led the devotions.
Named to the executive committee were the officers and the following
Rev. Dr. Guy M. Hicks, Shreveport, La.; Frank Greathouse, Rogers, N. M
Rev. Dr. E. Wesley Perry, Omaha, Nebr, ; Rev. Dr. D. L. Landrum, Palestin
Tex.; Dr. W. W. Parker, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Rev. Dr. J. Russell Throck
morton, Hutchinson, Kans.; and J. M. Willson, Floydada, Tex.
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Day, and here I haven’t a

“ OMORROW is Thanksgiving
E for!”

thing to be thankful

Irene spoke crossly.
“Tut, tut, my child,” spoke up
Irene’s dear old white-haired grand-

! mother. “And.hasn’t thee a good

+ home and a dear father and
mother?”

; “And,” the old lady went on,

“shouldn’t thee give thanks to God
. for these blessings?”
" Brown-eyed Irenc
shoulders.

“Oh, grandmother,” she said, “you
don’t understand me. Of what good
is a father and a mother when they
are called away from home on
Thanksgiving Day?”

Just then the door opened and a
pretty young lady entered the room.

“Oh, Aunt Ruth!” cried out Irene
joyfully, “is today your day off?”

Aunt Ruth was one of the nurses
in the big hospital in the city, where
Irene lived. Every half-holiday was
"spent at Irene’s home.

Aunt Ruth shook her head.

.. “No, Irene, I must go right back.
I came home for some directions I
. left here.”

‘I Noticing the disappointed look
} which went over Irene’s face at

shrugged her

v
'

these words, Aunt Ruth said: “But,
Irene, I wonder if you would like
! to come over to the hospital for.' a
i while and visit with little Alice
{ Mason.”

' “Alice Mason, who is she?” asked

Irene curiously.

“She is the light of Ward 2, the
| dearest and bravest little girl”, an-
| swered Aunt Ruth.

! Aunt Ruth and Irene were soon at
.| the hospital. Aunt Ruth took Irene
! to Ward 2 immediately.

:‘ Irene gave a quiet little “Ohl!” as
 she entered the room. There, on a
[ little white cot, lay a tiny girl with

! eyes bandaged. The little girl called

|
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ANNIE WINBURNE, Editor

out a greeting as she heard the two
enter the room.

Aunt Ruth left Irene with Alice
while she went to her work. Irene
and Alice were soon busily talking.
Irene learned that Alice’s parents
were dead, having died two years
ago, and that she made her home
with her grandparents. She heard
of the accident that left Alice blind-
ed in both eyes. Alice would never
again be able to open her eyes to
this world’s beauty—never be able
to see the beautiful sunsets, the
beautiful flowers, the rainbow, the
blooming trees in the springtime and
many other gifts of God. Suddenly
Alice surprised Irene by saying, “To-
morrow is Thanksgiving Day. Aren’t
you happy? I am; I have so many
things to be thankful for.”

“You!” exclaimed Irene. “What do
you mean, Alice?”

Irene was very much surprised to
hear that a girl in the condition that
Alice was in, with no hopes of ever
being able to see again, could be
thankful.

Alice smiled happily.

“The terrible pains in my eyes do_

not come so often; people are so
kind to me here; I will be able to
go to grandmother’s soon; and now
I have you to be thankful for.”

Irene looked surprised. To think
that a girl in Alice’s condition could
be thankful for anything.

“Irene, what are you
for?” asked Alice.

Irene hung her head. She was
ashamed of herself in the presence
of this little blind child, who was
so thankful of her conversation with
her grandmother.

“I don't know,” she answered in
a low voice.

“Oh, Irene,” cried Alice, “and you
can see, and have a dear father and
mother—parents who can take you
in their arms and to whom you can

thankful

go when you are in sorrow and
trouble.”

Up came Irenc’s curly head.

“You have shown me the many
things to be thankful for, Alice, and
I thank vou,” she said. .

When Aunt Ruth entered the room
again she found Irene and Alice
laughing and talking together and
having a good time.

“Aunt Ruth,” cried out Irene,
“may I come over tomorrow and
spend Thanksgiving Day with Alice?
I think I can enjoy myself so much
here, and I am sure Alice will, too.”

“Yes, dear,” answered Aunt Ruth.

“And I'll bring my story books
and read to you, Alice,” Irene pro-
mised.

When Irene reached home, she
went at once to her grandmother
and surprised her by saying, “For-
give me, grandmother; I have so
many things to thank God for; and
grandmother, you are one of them.
I wish you would forgive me for
what I said yesterday. Since I went
to the hospital with Aunt Ruth I
feel different.”

Tears {filled grandmother’s eyes
and trickled down her cheeks onto
the blue shawl thrown around her
shoulders. Drawing Irene into her
arms, she whispered softly, “God
bless thee, dear child; and I thank
Thee, heavenly Father, for her.”—
Exchange. .

MY THANKS

I thank Thee, Father, for my home
And for the clothes I wear,
For food and friends, for Dad and
Mom
And for their loving care.

Help me to be a thoughtful child,
Friendly and alicays gay,

I thank Thee for Thy many gifts
On this Thanksgiving Day.

—AEW.
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IRENE'S THANKFULNESS

THANKSGIVING

We thank Thee, God,
eat,

For fruit and bread, for ecggs and
meat;

For milk that fills our shiny mugs,

For bread and tables, chairs and
TUGS. .

We thank Thee, God for pillows
deep,

For blankets under which we sleep;

For windows through which we look,

And for the pictures in our book.

We thank, Thee, God, for a place to
play;

For music that we hear cach day;

For pans and brushes—soapy fogm,

For everything that makes a home.

for things to
1]

—Author Unknown

THE BIBLE

We have a blessed book,

We read from day to day

It teaches us what Jesus said,
And how to live and pray

We learn to be good children,
At church, at school, at play
And follow in His teachings,
As we live from day to day.

—Naomi Wacaster, Ozark

“Did you do all the errands, Dad,
when you were my age?” asked the
lad. “And didn't you ever try to
go off swimming ‘stead of using a
hoe?”

What can an honest parent say—
with grandma sitting three feet a-
way!—The Flame.
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5 “Oh, Grandma!” cried Ann as she
" "entered the little cottage where she
i lived, “I found this poor little puppy.
i almost frozen!” And she showed the
¢ little dog to her grandmother. The
kind old lady quickly warmed a
saucer of milk and put it on the
floor. The puppy sniffed at it and
| began to lick it up, slowly at first,

[

1\ Page Ten
\

Voadaan

i ANN AND THE LITTLE PUPPY
i PART 6 .

“Iet’'s Name Him Bobby!”

then faster and faster, his little tail
wagging. ‘“May we keep him, Grand-
ma? May we . .. please?” The old
lady smiled. “Why not?” she said.
Ann jumped for joy. She had for-
gotten all about' her loss of the
money. “Let’s name him Bobby,” she
said. And Bobby’s tail wagged even
faster.

PART 17

Bobby Learns Fast

Bobby quickly became part of the
little housechold. He would romp and
play with the bright pieces of cloth
left over from making doll clothes.
He learned to sit up, and beg, to roll
over, to jump and bark on com-
mand. He would welcome Ann home

1

each day by barking excitedly. At
night he slept on the foot of Ann’g
bed; he would wake her each morn-
ing by licking her face. Ann made
a little leash for him for walks,
Bobby loved the little girl and her
grandmother. But he loved Ann best,

ARKANSAS METHODIST




1

g?[lmmm’.lmmﬂmiiﬂ[fl[mlH[\‘I[H.’lifllf!|W[f!HI:".IHUTl‘.UHIZHHHHIUNIIIIElIﬂHmIlImIImmllllﬂl"m!HllllllllmﬂlmlﬂﬂlﬂﬂllIHU[HIHIHm]mmlllllllllllllllﬂIH[HIHIIlllll]IIIIImﬂmllmllIHIlllHIml'x]mHlllIIHmlmﬂﬂﬂillllllllllﬂlllﬂlﬂllllIllllllll[ﬁllmlml’aillllllﬂﬂlllllﬂllil|§llllllmllll][ElIHI]H|l]lmHlUl!{I[Illillf!ll]lElII]]ll}[lIIill[lmll[ih’llllllﬂ[llll[Illlllll)llll!IHU',H[Hl]lmﬂml]ﬂ]l:l DRI
k] ) b
| oo WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE eso

5 MRS. EWING T. WAYLAND, Editor
g R A R

LOUISIANA WELCOMES
MISS GERIIART

This week the Louisiana Confer-
ence has welcomed Miss Lydia Gar-
hart, Ficld Worker for the Depart-
ment in I1lome Fields, who will
spend the following ten days visit-
ing each district and speaking, in
addition to meetings of the Woman'’s
Society of Christian Service and the

Wesleyan Service Guild, to two Dis-v

trict Conferences.

Miss Gerhart has been of great
help in her itencration throughout
the South Central Jurisdiction, and
with her vast experience in the work
of her church, she will be one of the
outstanding visitors to Louisiana this

year. R

Nov. 25— Arcadia — Ruston Dis-
trict Woman’s Society
10:00 a. m.

Dec. 2— Blackwater — Annual Dis-
trict Conference, Baton
Rouge, District 10:00 a. m,

Dee. 2— Opelousas —  Alexandria
District Guild 7:30 p. m.

Dec. 3— Bunkie — Annual District
Conference, Alexan-
dria District 10:00 a. m.

. 4— Shreveport — Shreveport
District Guild 7:00 p. m.

. 5— Noel Memorial Methodist
Church, Shreveport —
Shreveport District Society
10:00 a. m.

. 7— Monroc — Monroe District
Guild

. 8— First Methodist Church,
West Monroe, Monroe Dis-
trict Society 9:00 a. m.

. 9— First Methodist Church,
Lake Charles — Sub-Dis-
trict Meeting, Lake Charles

District Society 10:00 a. m.,

Dec. 10— Crowley —  Sub-District

Meeting, Lake Charles

District Society 10:00 a. m.

First Methodist Church,

New Orleans — New Or-

leans District Society

10:30 a. m.

Dec. 11—

Dec. 11— Rayne Memorial, New
Orleans — District Guild
7:00 p. m. -

MONTICELLO DISTRICT
BOARD

Eleven women of the Executive
Board of the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service of the Monticello
District met in the Methodist
Church, Monticello, Thursday, Nov-
ember 6th, for a luncheon meeting
with Mrs. J. R. Echols acting as hos-
tess.

Mrs. T. S. Lovett, Conference Pre-
sident, and Mrs. Louis Wilson Ed-
erington, Conference Secretary of
Missionary Personnel, were guests
for the day.

Mrs. I. A. Jaynes of Wilmot open-
ed the meeting with a very timely
devotional.

The District President, Mrs. Leslie
Jeffress, presided over the business
session.

The following women answered
roll call and gave reports on the

work being done to promote the
work of her office.
Mrs. Leslie Jeffress, President;

Mrs. L. T. Sandborn, Vice-President;
Mrs. J. R. Echols, Promotion Secre-
tary; Mrs. DuVal Purkins, Recording
Secretary; Mrs. A. B. Cone, Treas-
urer; Mrs. Ralph Clayton, Children’s
Work; Mrs. J. H. Everett, Status of
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WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING —
THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS, 1952

Book of books, our people’s strength,
Statesman’s, teacher’s, hero’s treasure,

Bringing freedom, spreading truth,
Shedding light that none can measure;

Wisdom comes to those who know thee,
All the best we have we owe thee.

Thank we those who toiled in thought,

Many diverse scrolls completing:
Poets, prophets, scholars, saints,

Each his word from God repeating;
Till they came, who told the story

Of the Word, and showed His glory.

Praise “we God, who hath inspired
Those whose wisdom still directs wus;

Praise Him for the Word made flesh,
For the Spifit which protects us.

Light of Knowledge, ever burning,
Shed on us Thy deathless learning.

—Percy Dearmer
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FINANCIAL REPORT — LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
SECOND QUARTER—1952-53

Balance brought forward ... 3,058.27 Credit :
Undirected Pledge to y W s e $14,094.70
Missions : W. 8. G. oo 1,830.65
RECEIPTS: Total Credit on Pledge.. 15',925:44
w. S. C. S ....$12,725.74 Youth Fund 25
Py St .G 1,449.38 f Child. Service Fund 37.81
r\%jec s g Total Credit on
. S 411.01 Appropriations .. . $16,507.50
326.27 Week of Prayer .. $ 1,926.17.
602.47 Foreign Supplies .. . 124.95
ggé(l)g IS-Iome Supplies ...... 865.20
Special Memberships: ’ Tgrt)axa)llege%)ti%ﬁé’ion 70'00$19 693.82
Il(woréxr},éBaby—— Other Disbursements: .
v-s & S. (19) .. 95.00 Administrative Expense.. 156.711
2 S. Gl(1) i 5.00 -Printing & Mimeographing 625.10
Adult Life—_ © 125,00 Cultivation Fund: T e O
ws& (2.) ......... 25.00 e s C. S, crrrrrrrinnne 613.15
In Remembrance Gifts.... 49:50 Stud S Coar F 5
Ié;tct]deit%(:]c}% }\é[ézéh. Coun. ... 329.20 Alléolig{ I}f:?urlcaﬁ?;? Fund. %ggig
e: Jurisdicti . . .o
WS CUs $15.207.05  Car for “i{‘ufé'llt'vﬁ?(d R
$otatlh CFx:cdié on Pledge.... 17'127'?‘3 G?érgﬁa)‘ Daily (Camp 42,86
ou und e A i i '
gh%lciren’sA Service Fund 5%%%? Itf;ﬁ?ﬁ?&& of Mrs 52.50
otal on Appropriations drum ... . . .
cotal on SupplIi)esl,Z} ions $17,709.76 gletgir:ée\l;v f{vur 1;1}11ral worke 50.48
w: Ss cc;: S, '{gggg Adminiétratf\lrle Bég?gtmg .50
Cultivation Fund: i i R(?;ll(tzetlng T 32.48
&" SS Gc s, . 613.15 Lont %rilftsz;oeg/ﬁgoxﬁ""m}{ 14.40
WS G 11190 Oftice S s Busc 10.00
s\?k Sof CPrS coloredx%gsl?—
.S. C. er ..
WS G o s 1.83‘;.23 Other expenseslj ...... 2522
Student Toan B . Total Disbursements ... $23,203.92
A]W‘ sS. C s | 133.45 Balance Nov. 15, 1952—$3,088.20 '
A cgll,ho‘lv Frgmd 165.45 SPECIAL
Other_Receipts: 175.28 e eEnsPS
) CA . .
veGs - 24.55 Francylle. lon Honiny Smaciover: SoL
Total Recoipis: . via Beth Hendricks, William David Self,
W. S C. s, William Alfred Gathright, Vantr ; Nan-
w s G $19.622.41  cy Annette Reynolds, Rob vard Cross
Total Hocéip 2,227.85 Deborah Ann Palculict ﬁ?rﬁdﬁﬁﬁgfﬁ’éﬁ'
oDiricls 0 105026 Jowr Shavay i moudias Ward Hampton
: S , Carr
Su‘gﬁly check for galblialth. Parker’s Chapel; l.;‘eohn %33%2
R 1Q\%arter .................. 6.5 JDDIS » Mary Alice White, Linda Lou Cook
Ru;.a 4 ork . 30000 Dac son Street. Adult Life: Mrs, Armelia
TsyL]lchlrs .............................. 36.84 (E(S)' Magnolia First Church.
PE . fae
Endowment Fund....... 270.00 eva Shipglsﬂ}izslgr Ad‘gdlﬁ%{ilﬁlfemxrs'mcep-
! . : » ! , . Marie
Total Receipts ... $23.23305  arkang, > J°an Shipp, College Hill, Tex-

:ﬂdd Balance—Total Cash $26,292.12
C.S.R. & L.C.A. reported $13,269.66 .

DISBURSEMENTS:

Bz{BITTL?( ROCK DISTRICT: Honorary
nat yh.t enneth Wayne Kellar, Pulaski
Bhis W. S. G. Adult Life: Mrs., Ella

urman, Mrs. Dj .
Opal. Roberts, Tunah _Shaw, Hunter; Mrs.

’II‘Jo dpivifiodni:l g Hudgins, Des Arzgu\l?v,sstreét; Miss ~ Ruby
ndirecte e C
Mioarecte ge to ‘ B xgyr}gggmo DISTRICT:  Honorary
w: 2 % S $1f1"33§'29 lage, - na Gayle Sheffield, Lake Vii-
Projects—W. 8¢ 7g o 85 PINE BLU
Sp‘%cuél Igemberships: = 2,669.00 Baby: DeboraﬁFAnEI%I;}Z\IJSE: HHonorary;
WS, és_ . 320.00 Iﬁllrt\}?gnlgg N};%G}ltﬁey' Janie Sue I&rgggfrf?;
3o, 55. : ife: .
In Remembra 5.00 White Hall Chl‘l’rchI{’f&rsMiséuCinA. Malone,
Confe?éncc::.eswm" 49.50 Lakeside W. S. G. ’ rine C. Gore,
ork 150.00 - MRS. C. I PARSONS
onference Treasurer
Women; Mrs. Booth

Ho i
ture & Publication; Mrs, ng,' }al;?lr;s-

Student Work; Mrs, T F.

leyan Service Guild: Mﬁeyéweg

(;ade, Chrlst.ian Social Relaiion's .
The meeting closed wi y

by Mrs. Lovett__Repol_te;h prayer

NEWS IN BRIEF

The first annual Shrubb
ery Sale
;30 bt’e held by members of tge St.
aul’s mean’s Society, Monroe,
Wwas acclaimed a great success by

(Continued on page 15)

WEEK OF PRAYER
OBSERVED

Leachville Woman’s Society and
Guild joined together October 28
in an evening meeting to close the
Week of Prayer observance, under
the leadership of Mrs. W. R. Moor-
ing and Mrs. Horace Mooring.

A large candle, representing Jesus,
and smaller candles representing the
training schools particularly remem-
bered at this time, were lighted by
Mrs. R. E. L. Bearden, Mrs. Martin,
Mrs. T. A. Kennett, Mrs. DeFries,
Mrs. Hooker, Mrs. H. Selby and Mrs.
B. Seclby.

Music for the meeting was furn-
ished by Mrs. Norman Kennett, Mrs.
Bill Cruse, and Mrs. Roy E. Dawson.

The meeting was closed with a
prayer by Mrs. Horace Mooring.—
Mrs. T. A. Kennett.

On October 30 the Vivian Wo-
man’s Society met at the church at
10:00 a. m. for their Week of Prayer
program. As Miss Patsy French
played soft music, the Rosa Circle
built the worship center, which was
made of the open Bible with one
candle on the right side encircled
with ivy which represents the One
Christ. On a poster the gold wreath .
meant service of the Woman’s Socie-
ty of Christian Service.

Mrs. Bill Powdrill was assisted in
giving the meditations by: Mrs. Mc-
Eachern, Mrs. K. G. McDowell, Mrs.
Tom Pardue, Mrs. J. H. Griffin, Mrs.
C. H. Pardue, and Mrs. Lawrence.
Special Music was given by Miss
Lynette Oxford and Mrs. L. A. John-
son.

Mrs. C. M. Bertrand told of the
projects to which the money would
be sent. .

Lunch was served at noon and a
large number of members attended.

Mrs. W. E. Lawhorn was in charge
of the observance of Week of Prayer
at the Manila Methodist Church,
November 4, when an all-day meet-
ing was held. Meditations, given by
.Mrs. Claud Lancaster, Mrs. Lee Cate
and Mrs. Bill Brown, were closed
with a special poem “Light”, writ-
ten by Larna Horner, May 1, 1952,
shortly before her accidental death
in June. This poem has become a

light to countless hearts in darkness, -

a power to many, a comfort .to
friends and loved ones and an in-
spiration to the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service.

The music which gave such assis-
tance to this program was given by
Miss Margaret Hart, Mrs. Grover
Snider and Miss Peggy Bacon.

In the afternoon session glimpses
of the projects to be helped were
given by Mrs. Vardiman Osborne
and Mrs. Phil Benson.

A memorial was given for Mrs.
Mamie Hutton by Mrs. C. H. Asha-
branner. Mrs. Mike Thieme read a
letter of thanks to the Society writ-
ten by Mrs. Hutton shortly before
her death, for making her “Woman
of the Month.”

In an impressive dedication at the -

closp of the day, the women placed
thelr. offering on the altar and were
led in a prayer of dismissal by

Mrs. Lawhorn—Mrs. W. E. Law-
horn. '
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GRIFFIN MEMORIAL TO BUILD NEW
SANCTUARY

N

Methodism in Paragould began
with the organization of the First
Methodist Church in 1883. At this
time Paragould was a small town.
rapidly growing into a city. Not
only did it extend westward, but
soon covered a large territory cast
of the two railroads — the Cotton
Belt and the Missouri Pacific. This
community was designated “East-
side.”

It was evident to many, that  if
this section of the city was to be
‘evangelized and saved to Methodism
a new church must be established.

Therefore, in 1903, Rev. A. C.
Griffin, after a series of cottage
prayer meetings, organized “East
Side Methodist Church.” There were
about a dozen charter members.

Richard Jackson gave the church
one acre of land, where the church
now stands on East Court Street,
and the Church was built as soon
as the material could be placed on
the ground, and at later times addi-
tions have been made according to
the need. In 1914 a parsonage was
built and additions and remodeling
have been made on the parsonage.

The following are said to be chart-
er members of Griffin Memorial:

A. P. Mack, R. L. Mitchell, Sr,
Thomas Spillman, A. C. Astrop, Mrs.
J. L. Earl, Mrs. Montieth, Mr. and
Mrs. John Mosley, Allen Smith and
family.

In about the year of 1945, East
-Side Methodist Church changed it’s
name to Griffin Memorial in mem-
ory of Rev. A. G. Griffin, minister
present at the time of the organi-

zation, who was also a great inspir-
ation for many years to the church.

The Quarterly Conference of Grif-
fin Memorial, on the night of Sept-
ember 19, 1952, met and confirmed
the effort and plans for a new
sanctuary and the remodeling of the
present sanctuary for an education-
al building. The building committee
appointed was. Cecil Mitchell, Carl
Hart, Troy Moore, Audie Milner, J.
C. Gramling and James E. Bolin.

The new sanctuary which is our
dream has a possible seating capac-
ity of 300 or more with nice choir
space for 30 people and a large
roomy space around the altar.

In addition to the nice roomy
sanctuary there are four rooms, two
on either end, choir room, pastor’s
study on the rear of the building and
a large vestibule with class rooms
on either side on the front. It will
be a beautiful brick with a tile brick
veneer, with thirteen inch wall. The
concrete floor, with tile top, will be
about two steps up.

Remodeling of the present build-
ing is designed as follows; Begin-
ning at the front entrance, with a
hallway leading all the way across
the building, dividing the west side
into classrooms and the east side in-
to one large fellowship hall. This
fellowship hall will be used by all
the church for suppers, for youth
rallies.and for get-together meetings
of the entire church.

In the south side and east portion
of the building will be a nice kit-
chen, leading out into the fellow-
ship hall, making convenient our
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HELP FIGHT TUBERCULOSIS

The sale of 1952 Christmas TB
Seals will open November 17th and
continue through Christmas Day. In
Greater Little Rock and Pulaski
County the program against TB for
33 years has been carried on by the
Pulaski County Tuberculosis Asso-
ciation. The Budget for this work is
entirely dependent on the sale of
Christmas Scals and Bonds.

Christmas seals are more than col-
orful little stamps; they have become
part of the American family tradi-
tion, along with the tree, the
wreaths, the gifts, carols and deco-
rations.

Unbought* they are only pieces of
paper, a pretty design on the face
and glue on the back. Bought they
are crusaders, armies, missionaries.
They go out and fight for you and
for me and our neighbors. When you
buy seals you support the program
of prevention, information and pro-
tection carried on by your local TB
Association 365 days each year. Each
Seal is a weapon. It cuts two ways.
It fights against unhealthy condi-
tions. It fights for better conditions.
How much the Association will be
able to accomplish will depend en-
tirely upon your generosity in pur-
chasing Christmas Seals and Health

Bonds. :

fellowship suppers. A new éasy-to—
use stairway will lead into the upper
rooms, now used by the Junior De-
partment. A hallway coming in from
the east side of the building and
from the covered passageway that
ties the two buildings together, will
lead into the other hallway and to
the stairway upstairs and to the
basement. Hardwood floors will be
in the upper rooms as well as in
the fellowship hall.

Two years ago Griffin Memorial
was reported to have 300 resident
and non-resident members. The last
annual conference records shows
Griffin Memorial to have 457 resi-
dent and non-resident members.
Thus, in these two years.we have
more than a 50 per cent net in-
crease,

Three vears ago the overage at-
tendance in the Sunday School was
reported at 100, the next year 125,
and a yecr later 142, The average
attendance at the present time, is
running around 153, with. a possibil-
ity of an average attendance of 200
with proper housing,

We feel that every member will
do his full share both in time and
money. I am confident that the job
will be done. The Loyalty Supper
Monday 10th, had over 125 in at.
tendance with fine entertainment
and gospel songs and talks from
members of the congregation along
with remarks from the pastor. Spe-
cial speakers were Rev. S. B. Wili-
ford, pastor of First Church and
Rev. A. N. Storey, district superin-
tendent. The campaign drive is for
$25.000.00 for the new sanctuary and
$5.000.00 for the remodeling of the
present sanctuary into an education-
al building.

Something like 500 have signed
prayer pledges. The supper for the
captains and their workers will be
November twenty-fifth. They will
report back every three or four days
in- group meetings until their work
is complete—J. H. Holt.
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OLDER ADULTS HONORED
IN FORREST CITY

Inspiration for a recent party in
Forrest City was the group of older
adults, whose many years of loyalty
and loving service in the church
have inestimably enriched its heri-
tage.

Guests were Mrs. J. F. McDougal,
Mrs. J. A. Gray, Miss Margie Eld-
ridge, Mrs. Riley Hunt, Mrs. A. D.
McDaniel, Mrs. C. G. Barton, Sr,
Mrs. George Walker, Sr., Mrs. Laura
Mallory, Mrs. C. C. Fogg, Mrs. E. B.
Smith, Mrs. Lela Grady, Mrs. J. F.
Buchanon, Mrs. A. Ward, Mrs. Lloyd
Neill, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tulley, T. W.
Horney, James Alley, and Mrs. J. C:
Fletcher. .

Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Franks
asked the privilege of being hosts to
the party and he was in charge of
the afterncon’s entertainment.

Written invitations had been sent
to the honorees asking them to bring
photographs taken many years ago,
individual, or in groups. These
were enjoyed and when Brother
Franks read a list of names of form-
er pastors, the guests related occa-
sions of two weddings, many infant
baptisms, and other personal exper-
iences had during their ministry.

An art painting done by a member
Mr. W. A. Delano, dececased recent-
ly, and a newspaper souvenir—edi-
tion were displayed with interesting
comments; the organist of 50 years
ago played a piano solo, the church
clerk who served 30 years related
some historical highlights, the group
sang “Silver Threads Among the
Gold,” and reminiscing filled the re-
mainder of a delightful afternoon’s
entertainment.

Refreshments of ice cream and
old-fashioned pound cake were

~ served.

Coming out of suggestions made
at the Assembly for Older Adults
held in Conway, in July 1951—which
Mrs. George Walker attended, the
party and transportation were ar-
ranged by the Philathea Women’s
Class, of which Mrs. George Walker,
Sr. is teacher. Class members assist-
ing were Mrs. Ethan Dodgen, Mrs.
Louis Cox, Mrs. Albert Laser, Mrs.
J. R. Chappell, Miss Mildred Willi-
ams, Mrs. George Walker Jr.,, and
Mrs. T. Stout. )

A Christmas party will be given
for this group in December at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Chappell, and
visits, small gifts and other special
attentions are being shown the be-
loved elderly folk of the church.—
Virginia Hine.

CARD OF THANKS

May our heavenly Father, the
Giver of all good things, hear my
prayer and bestow a special blessing
on the kind folks who have made it
possible for one who has been an
invalid for many years to attend
the fellowship of worship and
church school services in the
church; especially did I appreciate
the recent spirit-filled revival.

Only those who have had similar
experiences can appreciate my sin-
cere gratitude. I humbly thank each
one who helped in any way to make
this great experience possible for
me. I covet the prayers of all of
the children of God.—Buel McGehee,
Green Forest,

ARKANSAS METHODIST
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“Along A Country Road”
The North Arkansas Conference

The Town and Country

Commission
The Methodist Church

Hendrix Station, Conway, Arkansas
Paul E. Martin, Bishop Mr, Lester Hutchine,
Rev. Floyd G. Villines, Vice-President

President Rev. David P, Conyers,

Secretary
Rev, J. Albert Gatlin, Executive Secretary

OPENING NIGHT AT OAKLAND

Friday night, November 14, was a The program was also made pos-

great occasion for the people of the
Oakland Methodist Church. A great
‘" zathering of members of the church
along with many friends gathered

sible, through the guidance of Rev. .

R. E. L. Bearden, District Superin-
tendent, who gave administrative
dircction, securing a small loan from

‘or a fellowship dinner and the of-
ficial opening of their beautiful, na-
tive stone building. This was the
culmination of a dream of long
standing. It was the answer of a
loval congregation to the challenge
of a new day of opportunity. The
schievement was made possible by v
the co-operation of a large number i
of people in the local community

the Board of Missions and Church
Extension. Bro. Bearden presided at
the official opening of the church.
Though the community was hard hit
by the drought, the loyal sacrificial
service on the part of the pcople
undergirded by great courage made

e N - ]
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and beyond. The Oakland church is 7
on the Naylor Charge and is being &
cerved by Thomas Nation, a Hendrix %i. "
* Studént who is in his third year on i j
this charge. It is also the pilot 5 {

charge in the Conway District for
this year, the assignment having
been made by Dr. C. M. Reves, who
was on the District when plans were
first made for the beginning of the
building. An outstanding feature in
this program is the fact that the
Oakland church is also included in
the lay-speaking program from First
Church, Conway. Mr. Ken Estes, the i
regular assigned lay-speaker for o
Oakland, has given enthusiastic and ;o
generous support to the program.
Mr. W. H. Flemming, a native son
of the Oakland community, now liv-
ing in Conway, is chairman of the
Faulkner County lay-speaking group.
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REV. THOMAS NATION

it possible for the building to be
erccted. The fine people of the Oak-
land, led by the following building
committee: R 1. Clements,  Mrs.
Veda Jackson, Farnest Lackey,
Charlie Loveless, A, E. Clements,
Vervian Parsons, O. G. Goode, T. I.
Clements, W, K. Parsons, Nolten
Goode, Eldon King, F. . Stevenson,
W. W. Newberry, Mrs. Ruby Butler
is to be congratulated along with
the pastor for this  great achieve-
ment, All of us as Methodists  can
rejoice together that another rural
church has come into its own.—J.
Albert Gatlin,

DR. STEEL HEADS SOUTI
CENTRAL JURISDICTIONAL
COUNCIL

Dr. Marshall Steel, pastor of the
Highland Park Mecthodist Church,
Dallas, was elected chairman of the
South Central Jurisdictional Coun-
cil, succeeding  Bishop H. Bascom
Watts at the meeting of the Council
on Wednesday, November 12, in
Dallas.

The Council, attended by most of
the bishops of the Jurisdiction and
representatives of some two million
Methodists in the Jurisdiction, con-
cluded its one-day mecting at the
Highland Park Church, Dallas, with
election of new officers for four-year
terms as follows: Dr. Frank C. Tuck-
er, pastor of Centenary Methodist
Church, St. Louis, was clected vice-
chairman; Mrs. E. D. Galloway of
Hope was re-clected secretary; T.

. Russell Reitz, of Manhattan, Kansas,

was re-clected treasurer and Dr.
Paul D. Womeldorf, of Oklahoma
City, was re-clected executive sec-
retary.

The Jurisdiction’s Commission
on Finance, which met simultan-
eously at Dallas on Wednesday,
elected Rev. G. Alfred Brown of Fort
Worth, Texas, its chairman; Rev.
Orbin Turner of El Paso, Texas, vice-
chairman, and Rev. Virgil D. Morris
of New Orleans, sccretary.

IMPROVEMENTS AT FISHER
STREET CHURCH

Since conference we have redeco-
rated the sanctuary. The floors have
been refinished and carpeted by the
WSCS. There has also been placed in
the sanctuary a large picture, Sall-
man's Head of Christ, to add to our
wership experience. The larze room
in the cld annex has been complete-
ly refinished, and Mrs. Clvde John-
ston gave us a good piano for the
senjor department. The kindergarten
class room is now being plastered.
The Woman's society also has a pro-
ject on to get new stain glass win-
dows in the sanctuary. We hope to
have this accomplished by the com-
ing conference in June.

We also have had better attend-
ance than last vear in spite of the
uncomfortably hot weather we had
this past summer. The average at-
tendance at Sunday School will run.
well ahead of what it did this time
last year. ,

We also raised our budget several
hundred dollars for this year, and
decided to pay all our connectionals
every quarter. This we did the first
quarter.—Clyde Johnston.

TIMOTHY CHURCH NEWS

Although Timothy church was
founded in February 1947, less than
five years ago, we now have our
seventh pastor, the Rev. Russ Shasf-
fer.

Brother Sheaffer has unusual abil-

BATESVILLE DISTRICT
HENDRIX COLLEGE
BANQUET

The drive for the Batesville Dis-
trict’s share of the Hendrix Cam-
paign Fund was launched Thursday
November 13th, in Fellowship Hall
of First Church, Batesville. Rev. R.
Ii. Connell, District Supcerintendent,
stated that the occasion was to give
Methodist ministers and laymen a
better understanding and apprecia-
tion of Illendrix College and its fine
work. Brother Connell said that
there are some “Musts” in the pro-
gram of Arkansas Methodist and
Hendrix was one of them. He refer-
red to the fine Christian atmosphere
on the Hendrix camipus and the great
number, business and professional
leaders, that the institution educates.

Rev. E. G. Kaetzell, pastor of First
Church Batesville, showed a film de-
picting a cross section of “Life on
the Hendrix Campus.” The picture
was very interesting especially since
it showed many of the boys and girls
of the Batesville District.

At the conclusion of the film
Charles Barnett, a member of the
Board of Trustces of Hendrix and a
leading Iayman and business man in-
troduced Joe Thompson, business
man of Little Rock, and director of
the campaign. Mr. Thompson said
that Hendrix has beautiful and well
constructed buildings and a high
academic rating, but that this was
not enough. It was necessary to keep
the superior faculty there if the col-
lege is to continue to have this rat-
ing. It is also nccessary, he said, to
keep a great faculty there if Arkan-
sas Methodism is to continue to have
the fine quality of service and the
great leaders that characterize our
college.

The film and the turkey dinner
were the personal gift of Charles
Barnett.

Mrs. Nels Barnett, Mrs. Stokes,
and Mrs. R. E. Connell with other
ladies of the church prepared and

served this delicious dinner.—H. W.
Jinske.

ity as a leader. After one month of
his pastorate, here are some of our
accomplishments:

.First, The beautiful ‘new educa-
tional building is nearing completion.
'Ithis structure will nearly double the
fize of our church plant.

Secend, Beautiful and comfortable
new pews have been ordered to re-
place our cld benches and will be in
place by the middle of December.

'Ihird, Beautiful and convenient,
printed programs are now issued for
our morning worship services.

Fourth, Attendance at our Sun-
giay School and preaching services
1s steadily increasing.

Fifth, More is being paid to bene-
volent causes,

_Skixt;l, A new flower fund for the
sick of cur communit -
tablicen y had been es

Seventh, Prayer meeting attend-
ance has been tripled.

Eight, In addition to serving t
c‘hgrch‘es, Brother Sheaffergvis‘nz
oally' In the homes and serves as
unpaid chaplain at the County
Hospital.—Ross Patterson.
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CAMDEN DISTRICT YOUTH
MEET

More than 250 Methodist youth
of the Camden District gathered at
Vantrease Methodist Church, El Do-
rado, Monday night, November 10,
for their second district rally of the
current year.

Charles Cook, president, presided
over the business mecting. Current
business included the consideration
of a central time for all Sub-District
meetings and the omission of a Sub-
District meceting the month of a
district rally. Both suggestions are
to be carried back to the Sub-Dis-
tricts and considered at the next
rally.

Recreation which consisted mostly
of singing folk songs was directed
by Ann Geddie. Refreshments were
served in the educational building.

_ “Reaching Youth for Christ”, a
skit of youth evangelism, was pre-
sented by the Wesley Foundation of
Southern State College. Those tqk-
ing part in the worship program 1in-
cluded Eugene Rushing, El Dorado;
Mary Frances O’Dell, Camden; Mary
Jo Stemple, Wickes; Lenora Sue An-
derson, Camden; Wanda Benson,
Chidester; Davis Billberry, Stephens;
Winnie Lee Anderson, Camden;
Doyne Graham, Stamps; Arleta

ARKANSAS—-LOUISIANA
ATethodist
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Youth
Fellowship

NEWS

M. Y. F. TO RAISE MONEY
FOR IHNUNGRY CHILDREN

In cooperation with a district
youth project the Amite Methodist
Youth Fellowship has taken as a
project the raising of money to feed
hungry children. The money will be
sent through the “Meals For Mil-
lions” Foundation.

This foundation is distributing the
specially prepared soy bean product
called “Multi-purpose Food” to all
parts of the world. This food con-
tains nutrients in recommended a-
mounts of protein, minerals, vitamins
(except C) comparable to those
found in a meal of Y lb. of beef, a
baked potato, a side dish of peas, and
a glass of milk; a meal that’s truly
a life-saver to a starving person.

These young people planned
a ‘“sacrificial meal” in the church

annex on Sunday, Nov. 23 at 6:00 -

p. m., to which the congregation was
invited to attend and to bring an of-
fering. For every dollar brought
thirty-three starving persons will be
fed.

Cook, Magnolia.

The next district rally will be at
First Methodist Church in Camden
with Quachita Sub-District as host.
The date will be announced later.—

'CHRISTIAN YOUTH SERVE MALAYA
DP’s i
By J. HARRY HAINES, Wesley Methodist Church
g Ipoh, Malaya

' HEN a new Methodist
church is built it is news.
But when 42 young people

in three and one half
weeks build one, that’s “extra” news.
We are deeply concerned with the
new squatter resettlement villages,
where the government has relocat-
ed some 500,000 Chinese.

Our conference now has work in
45 villages and in one of them, Pen-
damaram (the village of the great
tree) where there are 9,000 people,
we built this church seating 300
people. It was the first work camp
to be held in Malaya and my first
experience directing such an ambi-
tious project but we rejoice in being
able to complete the building in time
except for the painting and a few
final touches. It was a great exper-
ience for our MYF’ers and it certain-
ly amazed the villagers to see Chin-
ese, Indians, Eurasians, Siamese and
Americans working in the blazing
sun from early morning until late
afternoon. One villager said, as he

watched, “nobody works that hard-

even when they are paid for it.”
We had three skilled carpenters
to help us with the construction

ings.

The Huttig group had charge of
the devotional meditation, entitled,
“Our Heritage”, after which a short
period of recreation was enjoyed.
The Woman’s Society of Christian

work, and Paul Wiant, our archi-
tect, stayed with us for four days
to make sure the foundations were
level. The young pcople are {from
every part of Malaya together with
five Siamese university students
who flew from Bangkok, with the
aid of a grant from the World Coun-
cil of Churches. None of them had
done much in the way of manual
work so it was hard work at the
beginning, particularly as we had to
dig some thirty tons of clay from a
«quarry for the {Joor and mix ten
tons of cement. The church has
plank walls and a corrugated iron
roof. Towering over other buildings
in the village its aluminum cross
can be seen for miles around.
Incidentally the church is built on
part of the runway of a former
bomber airfield built by the Japan-
ese during their occupation of Mal-

(Continued on page 15)
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The Crossett-Hamburg .Sub-Dis-

Adams, E! Dorado; and Charles Charles Cook. Service served refreshments. .
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WITH THE SUB-DISTRICTS g F MOORE" CAFETERIA
The Lake Charles Sub-District Earle. TH S

group met with the Welsh young
people on Sunday afternoon, Nov-
ember 9. The program featured “Re-
creation.” The main speaker was
Lamar Robertson of the First Meth-
odist Church, Lake Charles, who
spoke on “The Game of Life.”” Lynn
Jordan, chairman of Recreation for
the Sub-District, had charge of the
social hour. He presented a group
of boys from Lake Charles in a very
clever skit entitled “How Not to
Plan Recreation.” Refreshments
were served to about 125 young
people. Miss Peggy Donaldson gf
University Church, Lake Charles, 1s
president of the Sub-District and Joe
Fenten is president of th.e
Methodist Youth Fellowship.

The Arkansas Valley Sub-District
met at Hartman with the Hartman
Methodist Youth Fellowship as ho_st
on November 10. Hartman was in
charge of the devotional service,
based on the Armistice Day theme.
Plans were made for each churcél
to give its pledge to the M. Y. Fund.
Plans were also made to give 'Chr1s§-
mas gifts to the Methodist Children’s
Home at the December meeting.
Ninety-two were present. The next
meeting will be at Ozark on Decem-
ber 8.

The Northern Sub-District of the
Forrest City District met in Wynne
on Monday, October 27 with Earle
in charge of the worship. Rev. G.
A. McKelvey, pastur at Earle, was
the inspirational speaker. Wynne
supplied the recreation and refresh-
ments. A total of sixty-eight was

present, representing Wynne, Earle,
Marion and® West Memphis. The
November meeting will be. held at

Welsh -

trict met November 17, at the Jack
Mayfield Memorial Church, Hutflg

~with 54 members present, represent-

ing churches from Crossett, Ham-
burg, Huttig and Strong. In the ab-
sence of the president and vice-pres-
ident the secretary presided over the
business meeting. It was decided
that the December meeting at Cros-
sett be postponed until January at
Hamburg, because of a Sub-District
watch night service which is to be
held at Crossett. Plans were also
discussed in creating more interest
and better attendance at the meet-
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Fresh Frozen Vegetables And Fruits

From Our Own Deep Freeze Lockers
Owned and Personally Supervised By

Mr. and Mrs. Merlin M. Moore

“In the heart of the shopping district”

415 MAIN STREET

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
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CIHRISTIAN YOUTH SERVE
MALAYA D.P’s

(Continued from page 14)
aya. There are about 50 Christians
in the village. Previously they lived
30 miles to the north but as they
and others were constantly oppress-
ed by communist terrorists they
were moved to a safer area. In the
execitement of the move their little
Methodist Church was burned to
the ground. At our All-Malaya In-
stitute of the MYTF last April, I told
them about this and other chal-
lenges in the New Villages. Fiftcen
offered themselves for two years
full-time service, 125 volunteered
regular week-end service and .t}.ley
agreed to raise $4,000 for building
materials for a new church and 42
of them would build it.

In addition to building the church,
we went out two by two to visit
1,000 homes in the village to tell
them why we had come and leave
with them a copy of the gospel of
Mark.

Recently there arrived in Malaya
800 soldicrs from the far-off Fiji
Islands. In a visit to Fiji in 1938 1
discovered that there were more
Christians in the islands per capita
than anywhere else in the world
that 905 of the people are Metho-
dists in fcllowship with our Austra-
lian Methodists. Seven hundred and
twenty-five of the battalion are
Methodists and they have with them
an outstanding chaplain. On a re-

~cent visit to their camp in Negri
Sembilan, I was amazed to hear
soldiers singing a hymn as they
worked together. In the sick-bay a
soldier was oftly playing to the other
soldier was softly playing to the oth-
er soldiers “Silent Night” on his gui-
tar. I found as I talked with the men,
were concerned that in their fight
against the terrorists that the pow-
ers of evil and hatred should not filll
their own hearts for as one said
“this would be worse than any phys-
ical death.” When one of their men
killed the first terrorist soon after
their arrival, he wept for hours af-
ter, for he as a young man had been
brought up in a small village where
they loved God and he could not
reconcile the teachings he had heard
all his life in that Methodist com-
munity with the grim realities of
modern jungle warfare. We are go-
ing to arrange for some of the men
to visit our churches and later at-
tend some of our youth institutes.

The work in Ipoh continues to
challenge us with never ending op-
portunities. Church attendance at
Wesley has increased to the point
that we have outgrown our present
building, Last week our official
board decided to immediately build
an extension seating another 80 peo-
ple and next year to build a new
church. The present one was built in
1836 and is one of the oldest church-
es in Malaya. It is a wonderful and
humbling experience to preach
every Sunday to a crowded church
where the average age of the wor-
shipers is 23 years. This Christmas
we will again sing the Messiah and
Loma is busy getting together a
choir of 70 to start practices. The
orchestra of the 12th Royal Lancers’
Regiment will play with the choir.

There is not much to report on
the political front. The new High
Commissioner Sir Gerald Templer,
is considered by all national groups
to be the most enlightened and fair-
minded leader Malaya has had and
he is genuinely concerned with the
task of preparing Malaya for self-
government, There are still the daily

FALLEN TOWERS

(Continued from page 6)
point to a unity of purpose and a
common loyalty and love. The tower
totters when the narrow robe of
sectarianism is exclusive of others.

Basically the question comes to a
focal point in our lives as we ques-
tion the motives that propel us to-

“ward the objective. Francis Asbury
asked himself some straight forward
questions as his ship made its way
to Amecrica. He finally answered
that question with the declaration
that he was coming to America to
serve God and to try to get others
to do so too. How ncar that purpose
controlled his life is a matter of
record. There are countless others
who out of the sincerity of their
hearts have traveled farther along
the King’s Highway and have led us
onward.

Men still try to build their own
towers into the heavens and still
there is failure. They build for them-
selves towers and try to sit upon
the pinnacle of their own self-im-
portance. Such building is risky
business for there is. not the cternal
foundation that will uphold it.

To be sure sincerity is an essen-
tial quality of the Christian life.
Men who are sincere will mine deep
into the hecart of God’s love and
follow Him along the holy way.
They will discover the eternal truths
that will bring the deepest satisfac-
tion to their lives. The energies of
their lives will be intelligently di-
rected to build His kingdom in the
heart of men and in the society in
which he lives. This road is open
for the humblest and most unlearn-
ed Christian. All can know the
truth that frees them from the bond-
age of bigotry, selfishness, and lit-
‘tleness. The truth that makes us free
is the same truth that will lead us
into “full-grown men and women in

Christ Jesus”. Sincere? Yes, a sin-
quota of terrorist incidents of am-
bushes, arson and surprise attacks
bvut the situation is greatl&r proved
since a year ago. .

EVANGELISTS

st o e e

Brady Cook

Evangelist
Youth Worker

Turpin, Oklahoma
Nov. 20-Nov. 30
Rev. Marion McGuire

Lamar, Arkansas
Dec. 1-Dec. 10
Rev. Carl Adams

Irene Cook

Singer
Children’s
Worker

Address, P. O. Box 2763
Little Rock, Arkansas

ON BEING TIIANKFUL

“Let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually, that is, the fruit

of our lips giving thanks to His
name.” llebrews 13:15.
As we have grown older and

have become more independent  of
our parents, perhaps our grateful-
ness lo them is somewhat dimimed
by this sense of being able to do
for ourseclves. Similarly, we may be-
come so busy, and perhaps, so effi-
cient, that our scnse of dependence
upon God is lessened. For it is pro-
bable thal more gratefulness is of-
fered to Him by the needy and
lowly, than is offcered by those who
have every need gratified. Even in
the time of Christ, after healing of
the ten lepers, the proportion of
those offering thanks was only one
in ten.

If “His praisc shall continually be
in my mouth”, it will not leave time
or room for negative criticism of
other people. Fortunately, we are
not called upon to decide how other
folks should live. There is a Judge
for that. How much time that saves
us—Time that may be well spent in
thankfulness to Him, and in good
deeds that prove our thank{ulness.

THOUGHT FOR EVERY DAY —

cerity that will constrain us to know
more about Jesus and His love
for us.—RB

NEWS IN BRIEF

(Continued from page 11)

Mrs. John Brown, chairman of the
project.

Highlighting the
Christmas Corner, which {featured
model Christmas packages repre-
sentling the wrapping service to be
conducted by the society from De-
cember 1st to 21st at the Shopping
Center, under the direction of Mrs.
Charles Garretson.

sale was the

The Lula McSwain Society of Em-
met met in the home of Mrs. Ramey
Garland, with Mrs. T. L. Garland as
co-hostess. Mrs. J. M. Johnson lead
the program “Interpreted by Love,”
with discussion by Mrs. Scott Ross
and Mrs. Bob Magness.

The “Horn of Plenty” was {fea-
tured on the tea table and refresh-
ments, served to the 22 members,
one new member, and one guest.

“Giving thanks ALWAYS for ALL
THINGS unto God”. Ephesians 5:20.
—Mrs. Ben~Doulton.

RYCIOIRIDNICINGS
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES

Available to Students, Teachers, Christian
Workers and Missionaries at

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
Write Today for FREE Literature

Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet
Dep!. LA, 2003 W. Chicago Avop,, Chicago 22, III.

- This year, use

The Upper Room

for your

Christmas £
- Remembrances ™™
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What more appropriate gift at Christmas than a subscription to The Upper Room!
Your thoughtfulness will be felt and appreciated every day for the ensuing year.
Christmas Gift Cards, announcing your gift, wiil be mailed direct from The Upper

Room to your gift list.

Make o list NOW of the names and addresses to whom you would like to send a
subscription to The Upper Room, mail us the list with 50 cents for each name, and
we will send the gift card in your name and

The Upper Room (six bi-monthly issues) for one
year,
service,

But be sure to order NOW for prompt

Use The Upper Room also as your Christmas
Greeting Card, and to enclose with other gifts,
17 copies cf the January-February, 1953, issue,
together
$1.00, postpaid.

with special Christmas envelopes,

Another gift suggestion is this handsome proc-
essed-leather cover case, to hold The Upper
Room. Name inscribed in gold. S1.00 each,
postpaid. (Please print carefully the name you
want inscribed ‘on cover).

Or you can give a durable binder to hold
six issues of The Upper Room. Name
inscribed in gold. S1.60 each, postpaid.
With year's subscription and gift card
(first issue and card sent with binder)
$2.00, postpaid, (Print name 1o be in-
scribed.)

Send your order for any of the above

" The
Upper Noom

1808 Grand Ave
NASHVILLE, TENN,
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HOW DOES

GOLDEN TEXT

meal s till it was all

This is the second lesson of Unit
[II. The entire unit has to do with
the fact that Christianity is for th.e
good of men. All lessons of the UI:llt
will deal with the benefits of Chris-
tianity for mankind and how these
benefits may be extended to an
aver-increasing number of people.
The theme of our last lesson was
“Men Or Profits for the Liquor Traf-
tic?” Today we are thinking in terms
»f how the Kingdom of God grows.

A Look at the Scriptures

We are studying primarily only
‘he printed text of the Jesson, l?ut
we note in passing that the entire
13th chapter of Matthew is made up
of parables. There are seven para-
sles in this chapter, all of which
have to do with teachings concern-
ng the Kingdom of God, or of
aeaven, as Matthew puts it.

We are told in this chapter that
‘he Lord did most of his teaching
n parables. We might well raise t}'xe
juestion as to what a parable 1is.
This figure of speech has been de-
scribed as an earthly story with a
i1eavenly meaning. There is a lot of
ruth in that particular definition.
The word “parable” comes from the
jreek word ‘“paraballo” which
neans “to throw alongside”, or as
t is sometimes expressed “to place
ilongside.” We get our word “pa1:-
(lel” from it. A parable then 1s
imply a story taken {rom the
naterial side of life and laid along
yy the side of a spiritual truth to
llustrate it. More than any other
eacher or philosopher of the human
ace Christ delved into the spiritual
ide of life. He made his teaching
imple and understandable by the
ise of parables.

Thé Wheat and the ‘Tares

The first parable of the printed
ext has to do with the wheat and
he tares. A man sowed good seed
1 his field but while he slept an
nemy came and sowed tares. Both
ame up together. The servants
oted the tares among the wheat and
21t that the owner should have
1em pulled out. He instructed them,
owever, to let them grow together
ntil the time of harvest, at which
me they would be separated from
1e wheat.- The tares mentioned in
1e parable was darnal which in the
arly stages of growth resembled
‘heat.

In verses 37 through 43 of the
1apter the Lord carefully explain-
i the meaning of this parable. The
wer is the Son of Man (that is
hrist himself); the good seed are
1e sons of the kingdom; the evil
sed are the children of Satan; the
eld is the world; the harvest is
e end of the age or world; the
iapers are the angels who will sep-.
Eate the gopd from the bad; the
|paration will be eternal; the good
L] go into a state of cverlasting
'y and peace while the wicked will
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THE KINGDOM GROW?

READ THE ENTIRE LESSON FROM YOUR BIBLE:
Matthew 13. Printed Text: Matthew 13:24-33, 53-54.

: “The kingdom of heaven is like

leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of

leavened.” (Mat. 13:33)

enter a condition of suffering.

From this parable we note the fact
that Christ realized that both good
"and evil would continue in the world
throughout this present age. Down
to the very end there will always be
some who reject the Gospel of Christ,
and unredeemed human nature will
continue to be filled with fear, pre-
judice, selfishness, greed, and ha-
tred. The fact that Christ, from the
first, realized this truth should be
of great ericouragement to us. In
spite of the evil that he knew would
continue in the world he felt that it
was eminently worth while to con-
tinue to sow the good seed.

The Mustard Seed

Next we have the parable of the
mustard seed. Like the one above
this parable was also given to bring
encouragement to the disciples. The
early disciples were like us today,
they wanted the Kingdom of God to
sweep the world immediately. In
this parable the Lord taught them
that though the Kingdom was small
in its beginning, it would grow
large. The mustard seed is not the
smallest of all seeds, but it is very
small. But small as it is, from it a
large plant grows. It is said that in
the East the mustard plant grows in-
to a small tree, and the birds of
the air come, lodge in the branches
of it, and build their nests in it.

Each parable teaches one central
truth. The truth that this parable
illustrates and emphasizes is that of
growth; something of great propor-
tion coming from that which is small.
“Large oaks from little acorns
grow.” One thought we must keep
in mind is that growth is gradual.

The Leaven

The parable of the leaven, or
yeast, is a twin to that of the mus-
tard seed. Both of them have to do
with the advancement of the King-
dom. The mustard seed parable illu-
strates this advancement by out-
ward growth, while that of the leav-
en illustrates advancement by in-
ward permeation. These parables are
alike in that both of them illustrate
the advancement of the Kingdom
and both of them teach the fact
that the advancement is gradual.
These facts are true with the King-
dom of God both in the heart of
the individual or in the world. The
advancement is gradual. There is no
sudden way of transforming a com-
munity into the Kingdom of God,
neither is there any way of making
an individual Christlike in character
by any number of sudden experien-
ces. These things are accomplished
by gradual growth or permeation.

This parable of the yeast, or leav-
en, as much as any doctrine ih the
Bible teaches the fact that Christian
influence spreads. These “three mea-
sures of meal” were almost a bushel,
but the yeast did not stop until all

was permeated. It did its work gra-

dually and silently. Some of the
very best Christian work is done in
this way. The writer has no quarrel
with old-fashioned testimonies. He
feels that Methodism lost something
of value when they were laid aside,
but after all is said and done a per-
son's greatest and most effective
testimony is not that which he says
with his lips but rather that which
he lives daily through his deeds
and attitudes. After all, every Chris-
tian is a preacher whether he wants
to be or not, and his sermon is his
life. We are living epistles (letters)
known and read of all men. No per-
son, who ever comes in contact with
others, can avoid radiating influence,
and most of it is done like the work-
ing of yeast; gradually quietly, and
imperceptibly.

Christ at Nazareth

All of the above parables were
given by the Lord in the autumn of
A, D. 28 near Capernaum on the
shore of the sea of Galilee. After
finishing his teaching on this occa-
sion at Capernaum the Lord headed
for Nazareth some 25 miles away.
It will be remembered that this was
the place where Christ grew up. It
was not a large community. No
doubt the Lord knew all who lived
there. He had only been away from
Nazareth a few months. During that
time, however, he had made quite
a record. He had become a noted
healer and teacher.

At first the people of Nazareth re-
ceived Christ with great enthusiasm.
He was a home-town boy who had
gone away and was now returning
after making considerable success.
He.must have arrived on the sab-
bath, for we are told that he went
to the synagogue. He brought the
message on that occasion. At the be-
ginning of the service his old-time
friends heard him with astonish-
ment. They raised the question,
“Where did this man get this wisdom
and these mighty works?”’ As the
service progressed, however, they
became very angry with the Lord
and according to Luke, who records
the same event, they carried him
to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built with the pur-
pose of throwing him overboard and
thus destroying him. He escaped out
of their hands and so far as the re-
cord reveals never again returned to
his home town.

The Lesson Applied

Let us bear in mind the theme of
our lesson: “HOW DOES THE
KINGDOM GROW?” This question
has been partly answered by the
above parables. They teach that the
Kingdom does grow; that it had a
small beginning but that it would
continue to advance until it covered
the earth. They teach that the ad-
vancement of the Kingdom would be
by outward growth and inward per-
meation. They teach that this ad-
vancement of the Kingdom will be
gradual and sometimes impercepti-
ble. They teach that the advance-
ment of the Kingdom will meet with
opposition. The evil and the good
will both exist side by side in the
world until the end of this present
age.

In applying the lesson to our mo-
dern life we might well raise the
question as to just what the King-
dom of God is. It is a social order in
which God is recognized as Father
of all (at least potentially) and be-
cause all have a common Father in
him, then all people are brothers,
and this regardless of race, nation-
ality, or color. It is the Fatherhood
of God and fhe brotherhood of men.

.many backsets. There are

This Kingdom has but one law and
it is the law of love. The individual
member of the Kingdom of God is
to love the Father with all of his
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
his fellowmen as he does himsclf. All
who meet these requirements and
assume these responsibilities are
members of the Kingdom. If the
numbers who meet these conditions
are growing then the Kingdom is
growing outwardly. On the other
hand if those who are alrcecdy mem-
bers of the Kingdom are constantly
becoming more Christlike in charac-
ter then the Kingdom is growing in-
wardly. It is not a matter of how
rapidly this growth is going on.
Christ himself said it would be
gradual.

It is the writer’s conviciton that
the Kingdom is growing both in-
wardly and outwardly. This growth,
however, is very slow. There is a
great deal in the world today which
is in direct opposition to the King-
dom of God. Think of the corrup-
tion, the prejudice, the fear, the
confusion, the jealousy, the selfish-
ness, the greed, and the hatred in
our modern world. But for a couple
of facts the writer would be a con-
firmed pessimist: First, he believes
in Christ and simply cannot imagine
that the Lord ultimately will fail;
Second, though the world is filled
with all these evils there is a greater
feeling against them today than
ever before. As this tide of feeling
against these evils rises more and
more will be done to eliminate
them.

The Kingdom is coming, slowly
but surely. It is coming by gradual
growth; a growth that registers it-
self both inwardly and outwardly.
This advancement, however, is not
regular and constant. It meets with
moral
slumps that sometimes take us back
further than the gains made just
prior to those slumps. We are in the
midst of such a slump just now. But
by the grace and help of God we will
come out of it. One thing is certain,
if the history of the world is taken
over long enough periods of time,
the trend is always forward. The
world is better today than it was a
thousand years ago, or five hundred
years ago, or even one hundred years
ago. Those who contend that the
world is growing worse reach their
conclusion by noting only the com-
paratively brief moral slumps that
occur from time to time. They need
to get a longer view-point. This
would convince them that the gen-
eral trend is upward and forward
toward a better day. The mustard
seed is still growing and the leaven
is still carrying on its work of
permeation. This advancement can
be greatly enhanced if all who wear
the name of Christ will work more
diligently at the task of building the
Kingdom among men.

OPS Lifts Controls
On Church Robes

Removal of price ceilings on choir
robes, pulpit gowns, and other
special garments worn in connection
with religious services or college
commencements was announced in
Washington by the Office of Price
Stabilization. The government agen-
cy said controls were being lifted
because the prices of these garments
do not significantly affect the cost
of living, since the annual sales
volume is small. Rentals of robes,
vestments, and academic gowns
however, will remain subject to
price controls.
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