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Hendrix Nust FHave
Strong Gaculey

NE of the determining factors in Hendrix

College being what it is today is the

strong faculty which it has. Hendrix has

received recognition from near and far
and in most instances the basis for this recogni-
tion can be traced cither directly or indirectly
to those who teach on the staff of Hendrix.
Certainly whatever the individual student re-
ceives during his or her course of training on
the Hendrix Campus is delermined by the quality
of the leadership in the classroom. As a matter
of fact, the success or failure of any school can
be measured in terms of its faculty.

Through the years our school has been
fortunate in having the fine staff that it has had.
Loyal, industrious, creative, and consccrated to
their tasks, there are thousands of students who
readily testify to the fine character of the mem-
bers of the Hendrix faculty. But the time has
come when Mcthodism can no longer expect to
have such a facully at Hendrix unless better pro-
vision is made for its support financially. By
comparison with other schools faculty salaries at
Hendrix are low. Salaries are as high as present
endowment and operational funds will permit.
Thus other funds must be had.

The General Education Board of New York
knows that Hendrix must have a strong faculty.
It has challenged the church to meet it halfway
in providing means for keeping a strong faculf,y
at Hendrix. Your support of the current Hendrix
Endowment Campaign will insure the keeping of
a strong Hendrix faculty and make possible the
continuation of the contribution that the school
is making to Methodism, the Kingdom, and our
land.

Arkansas Already “FHas
One Race ‘Grack ‘Goo eany

ND now comes the proposal to build a
A race track in St. Francis County. St.

Francis County is the first county west

of Crittenden County which voted to
reject the race track proposed for West Mem-
phis.

The St. Francis Valley Turf Association (such
a harmless sounding title) is headed by the same
people who so miserably failed in their efforts
to build a track at West Memphis. They now
move their activities over into St. Francis Coun-
ty as the second-best site for a race track which,
if built, would expect to draw most of its sup-
port from neighboring states which refuse to
allow race tracks within their borders.

We have had quite a furor raised in recent
months in Arkansas about marriage rackets said
to have grown up in border cities of Arkansas
as a result of our lax divorce laws. In this,
Arkansas faces a disgraceful situation which we
believe will be remedied when the next legis-
lature meets.

This semi-border race track proposition,
which also expects its largest support from out-
side the state is of the same nature, anq will
directly reflect on the moral character, the inter-
state honesty and the sense of fairness of our
beloved state. .

Arkansas has one race track and that _is
one too many. Arkansas, for the sake of 1t_s
own good name, should be more concgrned_ about
eliminating that track than the licensing of
another. About the only good thing that can be

(Continued on page 5)
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Give ‘©o World Service
cAnd cAdvance Specials — +

N this column we have published a
I series of articles, running over many

weeks in which we have discussed the

various interests supported by World
Service and the percentage of the World
Dollar each interest receives
through this quadrennium. ’

This was done with the hope that our
readers generally might have a better
understanding of the way in which the
World Service Dollar is spent. We believe
that greater joy and deeper satisfaction
accompanies our gifts for World Service
when we better understand that the term
“World Service” is only a symbol for the

great, service-progrom Methodism sup-
ports in sixteen different areas of benevo-
lent work outside the local church.

There is no better way to have a part
in one of the greatest benevolent pro-
grams being promoted anywhere than to
contribute to the World Service program
of The Methodist Church. Methodism is
literally serving the world through its
World Service Dollar.

Our church has many lay workers to
whom God has given a special talent for
making money. We believe it can truth-
fully be said that those who possess such
talents are “called of God” to accumulate
and properly administer material posses-
sions. The proper use of such a talent is
just as necessary and just as important
and just as religivus as preaching the
gospel. In fact, a man whom God has
called to aid in kingdom building through
his God-given talents for muking money
would be out of line with God’s plan for
himself if he tried to predach.

If one has the ability to make money

and, in so doing, does not have the time or
opportunity to determine the most effec-
tive ways it may be used to promote the
kingdom, it is our feeling that he can,
with complete confidence, trust Meth-
odism’s program for World Service  and
the Advance Specials as a channel through
which his gifts may serve as effectively
as anywhere,
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“Getting Back ‘Go (Christ”

T is not at all uncommon to hear people who
I are deeply concerned ahout the spiritual life
of the church say, “We must get back to

Christ.”

We must never forget that Christ is far out
iu front of all spiritual progress by His {followers,
We do not go “back” to Christ. If we are not as
well satisfied with our spiritual lives now as
in former years, it is not because we have moved
on before Christ and felt Him behind. It is simply
that we have moved backward in our spiritual
development and must move up again to the
standards we once attained if we are to improve
our way of life..

The fact is that Christ, two thousand years
ago, gave us the world, by His lifc and teachings,
a model of the perfect man and the perfect way
of life. We have been moving forward toward
that ideal for two thousand years and yet are
so far removed from it even today that we cannot
but be ashamed of the small progress we have
made. We cannot find Christ by going backward.
Wo may always become more Christlike by mov-
ing forward toward the goal He set before us.

“Pray And Uote

EXT T'uesday will climax the political
campaigns of 1952. This year has seen a

campaign on a national scale which in

many respects differs from such cam-
paigns of the past and yet it has continued to
mount in interest until the very last. Perhaps as
never before a larger percentage of people have
become intensely interested through the various
media of publicity and propaganda that have
been employed by political parties. Now the day
of decision is at hand and the citizenship of
the land will make its choice for governmental”
leaders. We would like to suggest that every
person qualified to vote seriously consider the
privilege which voting in itself is.

We have been disturbed by published re-

ports of the number of qualified voters who
stqy away from the polls on election day. In
this year when a record interest in national
elections seems to be in evidence, it is pre-
dicted that less than 70% of the qualified voters
will take the trouble to cast their ballot, By com-
parison with other countries this is a com-
par.ably low percentage. The privilege of regis-
tering a personal choice for candidates is a
God-given right which should not be lost by
default,
. We have the feeling that, if voting were
mterpreted in the light of its spiritual signif-
lcance many of us would take voting more
seriously. Christianity teaches the infinite value
of the individual in the scheme of things and that
personality is the crowning jewel in God’s cre-
ation. Society must have order and the direction
of this order must be vested in individuals who
offer their leadership. When citizens become less
and less concerned about their leaders they
forfeit the right to criticize the leadérship which
they did not help to choose.

Christian people believe in prayer and the
power of prayer. When a person takes the mat-
ter of his vote to God in prayer he does at least
two things: a prayerful consideration of a choice
yvill help to clarify in the voter's mind all the
1mp/lications of one’s vote; but equally important
that prayer will strengthen the spiritual stature
of those who have offered themselves for office.
Pray and vote and by following this formula the
essence of Christian democracy will be insured.

This suggestion is by no means implying that

(Continued on page 5)
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- B. CONE, JR., of -Wilmot spoke on Laymen'’s
+% Day at the Scott Memorial Methodist Church
of Eudora on the theme “Rise Up, O Men of
God”.

BEV. HUBERT PEARCE, pastor at Bentonville,

spoke at the vesper sevvice at the Methodist

Church of Berryville on Sunday, October 19, at
6:00 p. m,

YHE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH of Fort
Smith has received gifts of pianos, one from
Mr. and Mrs. E. Hoyt Bruce and the other from
Mrs. Annie Cupp who now lives in California.

"R, MATT L. ELLIS, president of Hendrix Col-
.E} lege, was guest speaker at the meeting of
the Methodist Men’s Club on Friday, October 24,
at the First Methodist Church of Alexandria,
Louisiana.

UNDAY, OCTOBER 26, was dcsignated as
membership Sunday at the First Mecthodist
Church, Russellville, for all Methodist students
at Arkansas Tech. Rev. Harold O. Eggensperger
is pastor.

IRL SCOUTS, Troop 27, attended the service
G at Central Methodist Church, Fayetteville,
on Sunday morning, October 26. Sunday was
the closing day of Girl Scout Week. The troop
is directed by Mrs. Clyde Shibley.

FMOMMIE COOKSEY of the Huntington Avenue
E Methodist Church, Jonesboro, and a student
in Hendrix College, was granted local preacher’s
license by an ad interim committee in called
session on Saturday evening, October 11.

OHN PARKS ALMAND of Little Rock was
guest speaker on Laymen’s Day at the First
Methodist Church, Winnfield, Louisiana. Mr.
Almand was archicet for the new church which
was recently built by First Church, Winnfield.

3R, R. K. BENT, of the School of Education
D of the University of Arkansas, was the Lay-
men’s Day speaker at the Lincoln Methodist
Church on October 19. Rev. Thomas R. Whiddon
is pastor at Lincoln.

R. A. M. SHAW, JR,, professor of English at
B Centenary College, Shreveport, was the
Laymen’s Day speaker at the First Methodist
Church of Texarkana on:- Sunday, October 19.
Dr. Fred R. Harrison is pastor.

HARLES A. STUCK, chairman of the Board
1 of Stewards of the First Methodist Church,
Jonesboro, spoke at the evening service of First
Church on Sunday, October 26. Rev. John M.

McCormack is pastor.

VANGELISTIC SERVICES are in progress at
Y, Jackson Street Methodist Church, Magnolia,
with Rev. John Shuler doing the preaching. The
pastor, Rev. David M. Hankins, Jr., has charge
of the music. The meeting which began on
October 26 will run through November 2.

{"HAPLAIN JAMES A. BURRIS of the Veter-
4 ans’ Hospital at leycttevi.lle, was guest
preacher at the Central Methodist Church, Fay-
etteville, on Sunday evening, October 19. Chap-
lain Burris was recently elected secretary of the

. Fayetteville Ministerial Alliance.

m\R. W. HENDERSON BARTON, Field Secre-
i tary of the National Temperance.League,
spoke at the morning service of the First Met'ho-
dist Church of Jonesboro on Sunday morning,
October 26. He was introduced by Clyde C.
Coulter, superintendent of the Temperance
League of Arkansas.

EDAY OWENS of the El Dorado (}ideon Carpp
Er spoke in the Vantrease Memorial Methodist
Church, Sunday night, October 26. Mr_. _O\ve_ns
was recently nominated by the mestepal
Alliance to receive a copy of'the Revised
Standard Version of the Holy Bible as repre-

sentative of the great host of Christian business

men of the city.
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CTS AND FOLKS
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NOTICE

The Little Rock Conference World Service
and Finance Commission and the District Super-
intendents of the Conference announced, fol-
lowing a rccent mecting, that all Conference
funds should be directed to Fred Gantt, Con-
ference Treasurer, 916 Hickory St., Texarkana,
Ark. This notice is especially directed to local
church treasurers.

f[WHE MENA METHODIST MEN’S CLUB spon-
L sored a revival meeting at the Cherry Hill
Church the week of October 12. Rev. J. E.
Dunlap, pastor at Mena, did the preaching and
was assisted in the services by the Mena Metho-
dist Men. D. O. Dover is president of the club and
Alec Lindey was chairman of the Arrangements
Committee.

R}/’{EMBERS of the Youth Division of the First
iMcthodist Church of Searcy had charge of
the evening service on Sunday, October 19. As a
continuation of the Laymen’s Day theme, the
program was built around the theme. “We, Too
Would Build.” President Jimmy Chandler pre-
sided over a service which presented the work
of the four commission of the Methodist Youth
fellowship. Rev. Lloyd M. Conyers is pastor of
First Church.

FPELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK was held at

¥ Arkansas Tech at Russellville, ending on
Friday, October 24. Dr. D. L. Dykes, Jr., pastor
of Central Methodist Church, Fayetteville, was
the principal speaker, speaking at 10:00 a. m.
each morning on the theme “In the Beginning
God.” Other speakers included Rev. Harold O.
Eggensperger, pastor of the First Methodist
Church of Russellville,

EGINNING on Sunday morning, November 2,
the Wesley Foundation at Fayetteville will
devote its Sunday morning sessions to a Bible
Study Course, “Getting Acquainted with the New
Testament”. Three speakers will direct the
course, Mrs. A. W. Blake, W. F. co-counselor;
Rev. Jack Winegeart, minister to students and
Mrs. W. F. Cooley, wife of the district super-
intendent of the Fayetteville District. The course
will run for the remainder of the semester, or
about nine Sundays.

R5RS. J. WILSON CRICHLOW, wife of Rev. J.
[¥4 Wilson Crichlow of the Methodist Board of
Pensions, passed away at her home in St. Louis
on Wednesday, October 22. Dr. Crichlow, a
member of the Northeast Arkansas Conference,
served a number of pastorates in Arkansas. Fu-
neral services were held at St. John’s Church
in St. Louis and burial was in Conway on Satur-
day. Mrs. Crichlow is survived by her husband,
a son, William Robert, and a daughter, Miss
Isabelle Crichlow.

SYMPATHY goes out to Rev. Alfred A. Knox,

pastor of Goddard Memorial Methodist
Church, Fort Smith, in the death of his mother,
Mrs. Hattie McCloud Knox, on Monday, October
27, in Fort Smith, Mrs. Knox has lived in Con-
way for the last several years. She is survived
by her son; two daughters, Mrs. T. B. Taylor of
Conviay and Mrs. J. S. Easter of Birmingham,
Alabama; two brothers, J. B. McCloud of Los
Angeles and H. L. McCloud of Van Nuys, Cali-
fornia, and nine grandchildren. Funeral serv-
ices were held at the First Methodist Church,
Paragould, on Tuesday by Rev. S. B. Wilford.

HE regular Quarterly Family Night of the
Vantrease Memorial Methodist Chufch of
El Dorado was held on Thursday night, October
i6. One hundred thirty seven friends attended
this meeting which was sponsored by the Wo-
man’s Society of Christian Service and the
Progressive Men’s Bible Class of the Church, A
delightful chili and hot tamale dinner was serv-
ed, having been made available by the Austex
Chili and Hot Tamale Company of Austin, Texas,
Cartoon comedies were shown for the children,
The evening closed with the singing of several
symns, led by J. E. Reese, class song leader, and
Mrs. A. B. Sellers, pianist.

NOTICE—Regarding Special Session
of Little Rock Conference

It is necessary to call a special session of
the Little Rock Annual Conference for 9:30
a. m,, Thursday, December 11, 1952, at
Lakeside Church, Pine Bluf{, to discuss the
program of our Church during the coming
quadrennium. In keepine with Paragraph
627 of the 1948 Discipline, after consultation
with and on the approval of the District
Superintendents, I am calling this special
session of the Annual Conference at the
time stated above.

The matter mentioned will be before the
Conference, together with anv other mat-
ters that the Conference would care to
consider.

Paragraph 627 says that a special ses-
sion shall be composed ol the ministerial
members of the Annual Conference and of
the lay members elected for the previous
session of the Annual Conlcrence.

PAUL E. MARTIN

Bishop, Arkansas-Louisiana Area
The Methodist Church

Virgil T. Blossom
Laymean Tells Why

HE IS SUPPORTING

THE
Hendrix College
Endowment

Campaign

‘heartily approve of the $600.000 Endowment
for Hendrix College for the {ollowing reason.

I. Hendrix College has a real nced for the
monies involved in this fund raising cam-
paign.

A. Our Methodist Church College in Ark-
ansas must be supported in a comparable
manner to other colleges in our State.
Hendrix has always stretched their dol-
lars beyond what could be expected of
them.

B. The $500,000 for permancnt endowment
is a must for the future of our Arkansas
Methodist College.

C. The $100,000 to be spent for salaries over
the next three years cannot be ignored.
The quality of the instructional program
must be maintained; this is our way to
do it.

As a Methodist layman I want fo urge your
full support of this campaign. Let's give Hendrix
the support it deserves.
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A Lift For Living

13

By Dr. Ralph W. Sockman

PLAYING IT SAFE

In simple words the phrase “Playing it Safe’” means taking no chances.
Consider a couple of cases. Forty years ago two voung men on Long Island
—neighbors in fact—had contrived to save a few hundred dollars each.
Both of them were married to thrifty girls who perhaps, had never heard
rpev—rs T of sables or mink. Ncither employed a “hired girl”.

‘ L Iach of the men worked in lower New York as
clerks. Commuting in those days meant a long train
ride 1o Long Island City and a ferry trip to Manhattan
1 with an additional journey on the elevated.
B One night when the two young couples were to-
] 1 fether. one of the husbands said, “Tom, I think I can
buy a 20-acre piece of land on Long Island. It's way out
but it might be worth something some day.”

“What with?” his friend asked. “Well,” replied the
i other, “with what cash I have and of course, a mort-
s F gape.”

“Not for me,” said Tom, “I've got a good steady job and if I were you
I wouldn’t risk my savings. Why take such a chance?”

But the young man DID take a chance. He struggled with his pay-
ments and interest and left more than a fortune to his heirs. He also be-
queathed to them a robust spirit of courage. He didn’t play it safe and he

won, His cautious friend remained in his job and was eventually retired on
a small pension. :

.

Two young men were railway postal clerks. They had been in railroad

wrecks together before safety devices were in use. On one occasion while
a Big Four mail train was speeding through the night from Cincinnati to
Chicago, one said to the other, “John, how much money have you?”

John replied, “About $1,200.”

“Good,” said his co-worker, “then we can start a nail factory.”

“A nail factory!” exclaimed the second postal clerk.

“Yes,” said his enthusiastic friend, “I've got $1,500 and together we can
start making nails.”

John said, “Charlie, I'd like to do it but I have two small children and
I can’t afford to take a chance.” -

And then what happened to Charlie could only happen in this great
country of ours. Such things as dreams are made of. He started his nail
factory alone and ultimately became president of a successful stcel company
which was later merged with the United States Steel Corporation.

What are we to conclude about this business of taking chances? Tkere
is a difference between allowing for chance and relying on it. The farmer
takes every preccaution to insure his crop by proper cultivation. And then
he has to take a chance on the weather. On the other hand, the gambler at
the roulette table or race track counts on chance. Even the best driver
runs some chance of being hit on the highway by reckless drivers who are
ever taking chances. But the fellow who is afraid to start out will never
get anywhere. To take necessary chances is the part of wisdom and courage.
To count on chance instcad of prudence and preparation is foolhardy.

There are few more subtly dangerous destroyers of morale today than
the gambling spirit. It invades at times our sports, our business speculations,
even the ranks of thosc commissioned to enforce the law. R

But the risks of courage are necessary for great living. There is a
prudence that is small; there is also a prudence that is large. There is the

- short foresight of the sheep which looks a few feet ahead of its nose as it
nibbles the grass, frightened at the slightest sound and yet frequently
wandering into pitfalls. There is also the long forcsight of the eagle which
sees its food and its danger from the distant crag and wheels its course in
wide circles. The symbol of the United States is the eagle, not the sheep.

For America has been made by eagle-spirited men. Columbus did not

play it safe with petty prudence when he sailed fearlessly into an unknown
sea. The Founding Fathers took the chance of being hung as traitors when
they signed the Declaration of Independence.

The western frontier was opened by pioneers who pushed their way
through shadowed forests and perilous mountain passes. The Master of
Life condemned the timid soul who buried his talent in a napkin and com-
mended the. courageous men who put their talents out and doubled their

investments,

Is life a lottery? No, it is what the late Justice Holmes said: “Life is
a romantic business. It is painting a picture, not doing a sum; but you
have to make the romance. And it will come to the question of how much

fire you have in you.” *

A CHURCIH OUTLIVES
THI BEARS

(Continued from page §)

heard loud knocking. Upon investi-
gation they learned that the faithful
minister had begun to dismantle the
old structure of 1900, asking for no
assistance from anyone. Howcver
good people of the entire community
gave wholehearted assistance. Fam-
ilies who camec to the aid of the
church now—as always—included
the Boddie family, the Leces, the
Whitleys, the Cummings family, the
Suttons, and Baileys, Tilleys and
Sanders, the Bott family, and friends
of Arcadia, Bryceland and Bien-
ville.

After the church was moved, not
enough money had becn raised in
order that the dedication might be
made on the appointed date. The
people gathered but noticed that
Reve Mr. Coon was not present.
Later, it was lecarned that he had
knelt  alone among the trees on a
hill overlooking the new church.
When he came into the church to
try to raise the monecy before the
arrival of the hour for dedication,
old and new members as well as
friends were deeply moved. The
money was raised within thirty
minutes. The church was dedicated.

This building was a great im-
provement over the structure of
1900. It had a sanctuary with a
choir loft and lovely church school
rooms. Electric lights displaced the
old kerosene lamps. Butane Gas was
installed for heating.

With all of the improvements
the new church had no altar. One
who might be pointed out as anoth-
er type of character which is need-
ed in building a church found the
missing altar to be a source of re-
gret to him. This man was Tom

Lee who was the type who would
never surrender or leave a task un-
finished. His son-in-law, Virgil
Greer, had built a pulpit and a
communion table. But Tom did not
consider a Methodist Church com-
plete without an altar. During the
latter days of his life Tom spoke
to another who had never been will-
ing to accept defeat. She was his
sister-in-law, Lela McCurry Tilley.
He begged of her to refuse {o give
up until an altar could be built.

In 1951 Lela conceived the idea of
building a fund with contributions
from the children of grandchildren
of Uncle Ben Tilley with which to
erect the altar. After several months
sufficient money was in hand and
the beloved pastor, Rev. J. L. Beas-
ley began the carpenter work.

On Sunday, March 30, 1952, a
beautiful altar was dedicated to the
glory and service of God in loving

memory of Benjamin Wesley Tilley, -

the baby boy of Hannah Moore Til-
ley, and to Uncle Ben's wife, Betty.

Alter the dedicatory service, pray-
cr was offered by Rev. B. P. Durbin,
after which those children and
grandchildren of Uncle Ben along
with the children and grandchil-
dren of other early leaders and a
host of friends and members of the
church knelt around the altar to
offer thanks to God for the blessings
which have come to them through
this old church.

The angels and arch. angels of
heaven join these good people in re-
joicing for the faithfulness and long-
suffering of the old saints of early
days whose vision and undying, un-
faltering love of God made possible
the Bear Creck Church.

The pastor at the time of dedica-
tion of the altar was Rev. James L.
Beasley. The present pastor is Rev.
L. E. Philbrook.

.

But his unbelief was not providing him with

NEW INSIGHTS
FROM THE
REVISED STANDARD
VERSION

By
DR. ROY L. SMITH

SOME QUESTIONS CANNOT
BE ANSWERED

As you do not Itnow how the spirit comes to the
bones in the womb of a woman with child, so
you do not know the work of God who makes
everything.—Ecclesiastes 11:5

As thou knowest not what is the way of the
spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child; even so thou knowest
not the works of God who maketh all. .
—King James Version

He was a brilliant young college man who
had grown up in a religious .home, but he was
adrift because he could not find the answers to
some unanswerable questions.

“I would like to believe,” he said, “but re-
ligion does not give me scientific answers. Asa
thinking man I insist upon answers; I think I
have a right to them.”

OCTOBER 30, 1952
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answers, for the very good reason that there are
some questions which the finite mind of man
cannot answer, being finite. The answers are
all over on the divine side of the line, beyond
the reach of man’s understanding. Unbelief has
more questions to answer than faith has, and
leaves many more questions unanswered.

The book of Ecclesiastes is, perhaps, the
most cynical writing in all the scriptures, but
occasionally it declares for a great principle of
{aith. This remarkable text is one such declar-
ation. .

How does that strange, indefinable thing,
called personafity, get inside the body of the
unborn? :

How can it be that mashed potatoes, black
bread, and a bit of roasted mutton can be trans-

ferred into a Beethoven symphony or a Bach
Chorale?

Why is it that a man—‘“an animal like all
the other animals”—will die for a cause, will
fight to protect other men’s young, is able to
create that which has never before existed, lives
for ideals, makes moral choices, dreams of a
better world, and shares with His Creator the
powers of creation?

If any man could explain these problems,
or answer these questions, he would be God
himself. These are queries whose solutions are
to be found in the mind of the Infinite. Faith
Is willing to wait.

ARKANSAS ALREADY HAS ONE
RACE TRACK TOO MANY

(Continued from page 1)

said about the Hot Springs track is that it is
located somewhat near the geographic center of

the state, and hurts Arkansas more than it does
neighboring states.

May we also say that, in our judgement,
there is but one redeeming feature about this
persistent effort to build another race track in
Arkansas. It is the hope it generates that the
continued agitation about building another. race
track in Arkansas may arouse the better cit-
izenship of the state to bring about legislation
prohibiting all pari mutuel gambling in the state
which would clear another blot from the fair
name of our state.

PRAY AND VOTE

{Continued from page 1)
through prayerful consideration of how one is
to vote the end result will be everyone voting
the same. There is honest, sincere diffcrence of
judgment as to what is best for everyone. This
is as it should be. The Lord never intended that
cvery man should be cut from the same pattern
and think in the same line. But prayer will
make way for a generous unselfish acceptance
of the verdict of the people when they have

expressed themselves on election day.
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A Church

Outlives The Bears

By GERALDINE MUNDO

HE BEARS had immortalized

their name. For so numerous

were they, that trapping and

hunting greatly enhanced the
value of a section in Louisiana lo-
cated ten miles south of Arcadia
now the Parish seat of Bienville
Parish. Because of the gains made
possible by these animals which
roamed the forest along one of the
large streams, the settlers named
the stream and the surrounding area
Bear Creek.

This was only a few years before
the great struggle which came as
a result of many transactions such
as one which was specifically re-
corded in the Bicenville Parish rec-
ords in 1848. This record was the
sale of a slave who brought the
handsome sum of six hundred forty-
five dollars.

Hannah Moore Tilley was one of
the mothers who was called upon
to pay a terrible price. She saw
seven of her sons go to war. Her
husband, William, was a doctor. To
serve the people required much of
his time, for he was the only physi-
cian in the sparsely settled area.

. Many hours were spent in riding

horseback to and fro. The constant
physical strain soon weakened him
and he was called to his reward be-
fore the return of his sons. Now
Hannah was indeed alone. But she
would not accept defeat. Very few
men remained and the women
sought comfort and help from God.
Food was scarce. Much time had
to be spent in spinning and weaving
to supply clothing. The good women
accepted such responsibilities with
anxiety. But the grief which they
were called upon to endure was
their greatest problem. They had
to find a source of comfort. Their
worn Bibles pointed to a way.

Few churches existed. Holder
Methodist Church was across the
Saline swamp. But the faithful wom-
en of Bear Creek Community felt
the need of joining with others to
find fellowship with . God. They
arose early on Sunday morning and
walked some four or five miles to
worship in the Holder Church. But
many were the weeks when Saline
Creek forbade their crossing. It was
necessary for them to organize th‘elr
own little band into a congregation
for worship.

Hannah Moore Tilley called upon
Betsy Brown of Arcadia to join‘ her
and the two, with Susan Tilley
Gardner, knelt together to ask God
for His guidance.

Before many weeks had passed
these women with the help of the
few men who remained, had organ-
ized a Methodist Church. This was
in the year 1868. The congregation
met in