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Methodism e ust Respond
©o ‘Ghe World’s Needs

T is our feeling that no great church con-
I tains, on the whole, a happier, more

active, more benevolent-minded -mem-

bership than does Methodism. We have
a great church program that ministers to
humanity at the points of greatest need
across the world.

It remains, however, that the average
member of The Mecthodist Church makes his
contributions to the church out of his sur-
plus rather than from funds that might go
to meet some of the actual needs of his own
life. The program of Methodism, great as
it may be, is carried on without much real
sacrifice on the part of its membership.

Next Sunday, March 16th, is the closing
day of the Week of Dedication. OQur pecople
are to have opportunity that day to make an
offering, over and above our regular contrij-
butions to the church program. That offer-
ing will be used largely as an emergency
fund to minister to extreme cases of need at
home and abroad. The element of sacrifice
as well as benevolence should be present in
this offering.

Lent Wl “Determine
Your Easter

EDNESDAY, February 27, was Ash

Wednesday, marking the beginning

of the Lenten Season. This is the

period of forty days, not including
Sunday, that immediately precedes Easter
Sunday and should be a time of spiritual
revival for churches and individual Chris-
tians. Indeed, it is quite likely that one’s
Personal pre-Easter spiritual preparation will
determine in a large measure what Easter
itself will mean.

This season is thought to have been
started by early Christians who wanted to
“Ommemorate by prayer and fasting the
orty days of Jesus’ temptation in the wilder-
1ess at the beginning of His earthly ministry.
At first the season was observed for a period
f forty hours, the time that elapsed between
esus’ death and His resurrection. Later
he period of self denial and prayer was ex-
ended to a season of thirty-six days, and
bout the fifth or sixth century the season
I forty days became the practice of the
hurch,

While fasting, as such, does not have a
lace in the Protestant’s practice of his faith,
& Protestant does, or least he should, find
 the Lenten Season a time of needed spirit-
] introspection, prayerful heartsearching,
1d rightly relating himself to God and his

llowman.

Our Catholic friends in nolsense have a
Onopoly on the Lenten Season, although,
" default, many Protestant groups leave to

(Continued on page 9)
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Challenges Ghe NModern
Church eMust Moot

T is our judgement that the Chris-
I tian church has no handicap that
interferes with the progress of its
program so directly and so exten-
sively as the wide-spread existence of
PRACTICAL INFIDELITY as found in
the lives of so many of its members.
By Practical Infidelity, we refer to
the situation, so common, in which an
individual openly professes to believe
in all of the basic truths which under-
gird our Christian religion but lives and,
acts as though he did not belicve in
any of them.

It was Jesus who said, “Not every one
that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shqll
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.” It is our feeling
that Jesus was striking directly at the
lip service and shallow mental gssent
to truth, so prevalent in His day, which
we are now calling Practicql Infidelity.

The facts are that our mental pro-
cesses are such that it would be prac-
tically impossible for us to really,
actually believe in the great truths of
Christianity without that belief being
a major factor in moulding the char-
acter and conduct of our lives. The
test of the reality of our faith in any
truth is the effect that truth has upon
the life we liye,

Practical Infidelity is q two-edged
sword that does g double hurt. It
brings serious and often fatal hurt
spiritually to the individual who be-
comes a member of the Christian
church in fact without being Christian
in actual belief and spirit. The greater
and more extensive hurt, however, is
suffered by the church that must carry
on its work despite the fact that num-
bers of its members live as if faith in
the great Drinciple of Christianity is
practically meaningless in daily life.

s

UEIN In Ollahoma

HE METHODIST CHURCH has from

its beginning felt an urgency to carry

the message of Christ to thce masses.

© It had leadership in the great move-

ment of mass evangelism which has stirred
Christendom for the past two centurics,

Discovering in recent years that mass
evangelism was not as effective as in former
years, Methodism began a search for an
effective way - to reach the masses with a
call to Christian service, The United Evan-
gelistic Mission, as now being promoted by
the General Board of Evangclism, has open-
ed up the most promising field for evangel-
ism we have known in recent years.

In our immediate arca of the church the
United Evangelistic Missions have been ro-
markably successful. Texas, Louisiana and
Arkansas have, in turn, felt the impress of
a great evangelistic awakening. Now our
neighboring state of Oklahoma is to have
such an evangelistic campaign, March 16-921.
The UEM is a church-wide movement from
California to Pennsylvania, from Alaska to
Florida, Cuba and Hawaii. Let us pray that
the UEM may lead to a world-wide revival,

Board of Education
In Annual cMeeting

TTENTION of Methodism was focused
A last week on Nashville, Tennessece
where the general Board of Educa-
tion held its annual meeting, dedicat-
ed a new magnificent office building to he
occupied shortly, and the cornerstone was
laid for a new Board of Evangelism structure
now in the process of construction. This
meeting had other special significance since
it marked the end of the present quadrenni-
um and the Board took g good look at its
pbrogram during the past four years, and
considered legislation to be recommended to
the General Conference next month.
Reports of the quadrennium work show-
ed progress numerically j
and discussicn with the

fully aware of this situation and hopes to
give special attention to the matter.

The Youth population, according to re-
cent census figures, has shown g decline
during the past ten years which might help

dism through its program of Christian Edu-
However, we were distressed to
learn that tiree cut of every four young
people are not being reacheqd by any Churcn
or Synagogue, Protestant, Catholic, or Jew.
Only 25% of American Youth are having
contact with any Church ang Methodism
(Continued on page 9)
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Mrs. Ella Young selling Christmas cards
te Mrs. Louis McCarstle. This was the talent
project of Mrs. Young and her two daughters.
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Mrs. Claude Eubanl:s is shown with her
two sons, Lou and Reavis. They had an ice
cream party as their project.

The Parable Of The Talents
‘ Still Works

25:14-29 was the inspiration for the

plan used by the Methodist Church

of Slaughter to supplement the build-
ing fund which was on hand for the erection
of an educational addition to the church.
The church had only an auditorium for all
the church activities. There was a real need
for separate quarters for Church School
classes and other church activities.

Mrs. J. I. Law, a member of the church
at Slaughter, had read a magazine article
which told how the talent plan had been
worked in another church. She talked over
the plan with Miss Wilda Douglas. Together
they presented it to the pastor. It was then
presented to the Board of Stewards for con-
sideration and it was adopted.

The plan as adopted by the Slaughter
Church, according to the pastor, Rev. Dale
Smith, was as follows: “We gave out $495.00
to our friends and members and a few
months later had $2,503.92 given back to the
church. There were 52 different projects
in order to put their ‘talents’ to work, and
well over 100 people took part in the rais-
ing of the money. We have 124 members in
our church in a small town of about 300
population.”

THE Parable of the Talents in Matthew

The Baton Rouge Morning Advocate, in
an ‘article by Al Allman, carried a full
story of the project. The following informa-
tion on the manner in which some of the
“Talents” were used was taken from his
story: :

A newspaper was published by some of
the young people in the church. It started
with no investment and turned into the
fund $232.00. The revenue was raised from
the sale of advertising, and the sale of the
papers. Advertising was sold mainly to the
merchants in Slaughter, but a few were
placed in the nearby town of Zachary. The
paper was named “The Thing” and as
Slaughter has no newspaper of its own, it
afforded a service to the community. A
board of three served as editors-in-chief.
They are Elizabeth Stott, Betty Kennedy

PAGE TWO

and Jimmy Jones. The paper was mimeo-
graphed and sold for ten cents a copy.

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Bowles of Ethel
invested $20.00 in a calf which they sold to
the Zachary stockyard for $99.00. Others
raising calves were Ar. and Mrs. Bobby
Kennedy, John Peair and Bernard LMaglone,
Sr., and his son, Tommy. '

Mrs. Ella P. Young sold Christmas cards
and other items. She was assisted by her
daughters, Misses Gladys and Ella B. Young.

3

IR RISt

1

§
G e
Ty By .

Eoni jeaitin s

A il

I PR A

lin st s Bt e

Mrs. I. Englebretson is holding one of
her talent cakes. She sold them for her
talent project.

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Bowles are shown with
a calf, the sister of “Talent” who was raised
and sold as their project.

A modern day example of the Parable
of the Talents which helped to finance
a Louisiana Methodist church huilding
program. Compiled from materials fur-
nished by pastor of Slaughter Mcthodist
Church. -

Miss Katie Mae Dunn contributed her
talents as a seamstress and turned in a nice
sum. o]

An acre of cotton was contributed by
the Jonn Peairs, Jr., family. They took
$23.00 as an investment for the family, and
with that fund invested in seed and ferti-
lizer. The project raised $215.00. When the
cotton was brought to production, there was
the problem of getting it picked. General
help was solicited and parties were organiz-
ed to help in the work of gathering the
bolls. Many responded to the call. Baptists
joined with the Methodists in the work.
The church volunteers, consisting of twenty-
five people, worked for more than three
weeks and professional pickers were secur-
ed to finish the job which they did in three
days.

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Eubanks and their
sons, Reavis, 5, and Lou, 3, gave an ice cream
party. Mrs. Eubanks made the custard and
the boys, with help, froze eight gallons of
cream. One hundred people came to the
party and a profit of $52.02 was realized.
The boys then invested their earnings in
another project which was a motion picture
party. This brought in $10.00.

Mrs. 1. Engelbretson made cakes which
she sold and turned in a nice amount.

Mrs. Lerru Fulkerson had a fish fry
and served 100 people. She earned $132.00.

Mrs. Lizzie Moore, who has since pas-
sed away was bedridden when the project
started, but she sold pot plants and her
daughter turned in $26.00.

The oldest participant, despite her 95
vears, picked and sold pecans from her own
trees and turned in $10.00.

] These are only a few of the many pro-
jects that were carried out in the “Talent
Plan.”

The people of Slaughter are happy over
the success of the plan, and they are look-
ing forward to the completion of the build-
ing project which has been made possible
by the use of the talents given them.

ARKANSAS METHODIST

e o

" oR

Bt

o

P . T




March’ Membership Month

North Arkansas Conference Church Schools

Board of Christian I

MARCH MEMBERSHIP MONTH

The month of March has been designated
as a special time for increasing the Church
School membership and attendance. This
blan was presented to the Cabinet of the
North Arkansas Conference and the Confer-
nce Board of Education for their approval
it the Annual Conference Session in June,
951. It was then presented by the Board of
“ducation to the Annual Conference and
vas approved by the Annual Confercnce as
- part of the Conterence progran.

The month of March was selected as a
ime to follow up the U.E.M. program.

The Church School has two primary re-
ponsibilities in the field of evangelism: that
f conditioning persons to malke intelligent
“hristian committments; and that of pro-
iding experiences through which professed
hristians may continue to develop in their
hristian understandings and committments.

The Church School continues to be: a
ery vital factor in the evangelistic program
f the Church, as a large per cent of the
ersons coming into the Church on profes-
on of faith are members of the Church
chool at the time they unite with the
hurch; and most of those joining the
hurch, not members of the Church School
t the time, have been members of the
hurch School.

COMMUNICATION TO LEADERS

A letter has gone out to district superin-
ndents, pastors, and church school superin-
ndents giving guidance in the promotion
' this program.

Church School superintendents have been
ked to report to the Conference Board
fice as to the goals for increase in church
hool membership. These reports are be-
nning to reach our office and indicate
lendid interest.

We will be asking church school super-
tendents to give us report after the last
Inday in March, March 30, as to the results
~ the membership efforts in their local
urches,

There are three groups in our church
hool program to which special considera-
n should be given as we seek to increase
I membership and attendance.

Methodist church schools throughout the
ethodist Church have shown fosses in
& Nursery Home Program. This should
t be true when there are so many homes
th small children where the church school
ould be rendering a service. Should you
t have a copy of Leaflet No. 101-B, The
irsery Home Visitor at Work, please write
I office and we will be glad to send you a
PY. We hope your church school will
Sanize a Nursery Home Program, or
engthen the program, if you already have

ursery Home Program.

There is need for, extending the work of
* Adult Home Department. Many. of our
urches have been strengthening this pro-
im, but we have many-churches which do
t have a program for adult home mem-
’s. We will be glad to furnish you with

ARCH 13, 1952

BISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN SAYS:

The United Evangelistic Mission has pro-
vided one of the finest periods in the life of
our Church. It is very important that we
not be content with the results gained in
that campaign, but that we continue our
work, particularly as it relates to the devel-
opment of our pecople.

I am confident that you will be concerned
with the matter of assimilating the new
members. We have a challenging opportun-
ity now to increase our Church School mem-
bership and attendance: the new members
who have come into the Church will be de-
veloped in their church relationships particu-
larly by attending the Church School.

We are all encouraged by the gains which
have been made in membership and attend-
ance in recent years, but we need to give
special attention to youth membership and
to nursery and adult home rolls. Our lay
men and women have demonstrated their
interest in the Church: let us encourage this
interest by using them to build up the or-
ganization that will perhaps help them most
—the Church School.

a copy of Booklet No. 406-B, Home Members
of the Adult Division. There is an increas-
ing number of elderly people whom the
Church School should serve as Home Mem-
bers.

The past three years have shown a de-
crease in the number of youth enrolled in
Methodist Church Schools throughout The
Methodist Church. Since there are millions
of unreached youth in America, some of
these must be within reach of your church
school. There are 7,290,000 youth enrolled
in programs of religious instruction while
there are 19,328,000 unchurched youth in
The United States. We hope your church
will seek to reach all the unreached youth
within its area.

ducation, North Arkansas Conference, Dr. 1. A, Brumley, Exceutive Sccretary

PLAN FOR MARCIHI MEMBERSHIP

Each Church School of the North Arkan-
sas Conference is being asked to cooperate
in the March Membership Month plans by
doing the following:

1. Have a planning session or sessions
of the workers to plan ways of in-
creasing Church School membership
and attendance.

2. Make .a carefully prepared prospect
list of persons to be brought into the
Church School.

3. Plan a visitation program to reach
these prospects: March 16-22, or
March 23-29. :

4. Begin Nursery Home program; or
strengthen the one you have.

5. Begin Adult Home program; or
strengthen the one you now have,

6. Sct definite goal for Church School
membership increase to be reached
by March 29.

=

Report said goal to Conference Board
of Education, form to be furnished,

8. Plan for follow-up of absentees so as
to improve the average attendance.
The Church Schools of the North
Arkansas Conference have shown a
total gain of almost 1,000 per year, on
an average, for the last eight years.

9. Pastors and Church School superin-
tendents should read Christian Edu-
cation Bulletin and Christian Educa-
tion page of Arkansas Methodist to
keep in touch with Church School
plans.

We believe that with few exceptions the
Church Schools of the North Arkansas Con-
ference can show a larger ' Church School
membership in June, 1952, than in 1951,

THIS WILL REQUIRE WORK: making
of prospect lists including Church members
who are not members of the Church School;
parents of children (such parents as do not
attend, but send their children); and other
non-Sunday School members of families re-
lated to the Church. Then there are a num-
ber of families in most communities not re-
lated to any Church.

DO NOT USE CONTEST. It just takes
good planning and: hard work to increase
Church School membership and attendance.
SOME CHURCHES ARE PLANNING VISI-
TATION PROGRAMS FOR CHURCH
SCHOOL MEMBBERSHIP, just as they did
for Church membership through the U.E.M.

HAVE WORKERS’ MEETINGS, LIST
PROSPECTS, MAKE PLANS FOR SECUR-
ING NEW MEMBERS, SET GOALS FOR
INCREASES IN MEMBERSHIP AND AT-
TENDANCE. REPORT MEMBERSHIP
GOALS TO CONFERENCE OFFICE.

REMEMBER THE CHURCH SCHOOL
HAS AN EVANGELISTIC RESPONSIBILI-
TY AND OPPORTUNITY.

LET US REACH MORE PEOPLE WITH
BETTER PLANS FOR CHRISTIAN TEACH-
ING.

PAGE THREE
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NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT FACTS AND FOLKS
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TPEV. AND MRS. C. H. GIESSEN, of Pine
A Y Bluff, announce the birth of a son, Paul
David, on February 2. Brother Giessen is
pastor of Carr Memorial Church, Pine Bluff.

rVHE women of the First Methodist Church

of Springdale were in charge of the pro-
gram for World Day of Prayer. The meecet-
ing was held at the First Christian Church.

HE METHODIST MEN of Rison held their
monthly meeting on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 27, with forty in attendance. Tom Mull
of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
presented the program.

l‘) EV. J. WILLIAM WATSON, pastor of the
N First Methodist Church, North Little
Rock, was the guest speaker on March 11 at
the mecting of the Pre-Theologs of Hendrix
College.

EV. W. FERRELL PLEDGER, a district

superintendent in Baroda, India, was the
guest preacher at the Sunday evening serv-
ice, March 9, at the First Methodist Church,
Ft. Smith.

EV. ALFRED BROWN, pastor of the First

Methodist Church, Crowley, Louisiana,
is the Methodist representative at Religious
Emphasis Week on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, March 9-14.

EV. AND MRS. R. B. SPARKS, Altus, an-

nounce the birth of a son, Michael Ray,

on February 26, at the Clarksville Municipal

Hospital. Brother Sparks is our pastor at
Altus.

EV. T. T. McNEAL, director of the Meth-

odist Children’s Home, Little Rock, was
the guest preacher at the First Methodist
Church, Little Rock, on Sunday morning,
February 24.

EFF H. WILLIAMS, Oklahoma humorist,
was the speaker at the dinner meefing

of the Methodist Men of the First Methodist
Church, Hot Springs, on Tuesday, February
26. W. R. Terrell, president of the group,

presided.

HE SEVENTH ANNUAL meeting of the

Arkansas Council of Church Women will
be held in the First Methodist Church, Fort
Smith, on March 19 and 20. Mrs. W. W.
Draper of Forrest City, state president, will
preside. Mrs. E. D. Galloway of Hope is
program chairman.

HE SEARCY DISTRICT MINISTERS met
T at the Clinton Methodist Church on
Tuesday, March 4, with Rev. C. E. Whitten,
Searcy District Superintendent, in charge.
The Ministers’ Wives also met in the Clinton
parsonage. Lunch was served to both groups
at noon.

ENATOR MAX HOWELL, a member of
the Central Presbyterian Church, Little
Rock, was the Layman’s Day speaker at the
Douglasville Methodist Church. Senator
Howell spoke on “The Church Meets the
Community Needs.” Rev. J. R. Sewell is
pastor at Douglasville.

CHANCEL CHOIR made up of young
people from the Intermediate and Youth
Departments of the First Methodist Church,
Malvern, has been organized under the lead-
ership of Mrs. C. M. Whitman, Mrs. Don
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Creighton and Mrs. Bernadine Elrod. Mrs.
Elrod will direct the choir.

THE JURISDICTIONAL COUNCIL of the

South Central Jurisdiction met in Okla-

homa City, Oklahoma, on Tuesday, March 11.
Members of the Council attending from the
Arkansas-Louisiana Area were Bishop Paul
E. Martin, Mrs. E. D. Galloway, Hope, Dr.
Matt Ellis, Conway, and Dr. Guy M. Hicks,
Shreveport.

l)EV. PAUL LANIER, pastor of the Big-
A Y gers-Reyno Charge, and son of Mr. and
Mrs. W. A. Lanier, Conway, was married to
Miss Edith Stewart, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Edward Stewart of Summer,
Ga., at their home on Friday, February 15.
The ceremony was performed by Rev. Maur-
ice Lanier, pastor at Salem, and brother of
the bridegroom. )

TTENDING the meeting of the General
Board of Education in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, last week were Bishop Paul E. Mar-
tin, Dr. Ira A. Brumley, executive- secre-
tary of the Board of Education, North
Arkansas Conference, Dr. Joseph J. Mickle,
president of Centenary College, Shreveport,
all members of-the General Board and Rev.

Ewing T. Wayland, Little Rock, who repre-,

sented The Arkansas Methodist.

E. E. ASHBAUGH, Little Rock attorney
and member of the Asbury Methodist
Church, was the Layman’s Day speaker at
the Asbury Methodist Church, Sunday,
March 2. Mr. Ashbaugh was chosen for this
assignment by the Executive Committee of
the Asbury Official Board. He is the Little
Rock District Lay Leader, is Vice-Chairman
of the Asbury Board of Stewards and is a
District Trustee.

OBERT G. MAYFIELD, Chicago, Execu-

tive Secretary of the General Board of
Lay Activities, was the speaker at Layman’s
Day services Sunday, March 9, at the First
Methodist Church, Searcy. Mr. Mayfield was
also the featured speaker at a meeting of
Searcy District laymen Sunday afternoon.
Visitors at the afternoon meeting included
Dr. Matt L. Ellis, North Arkansas Confer-
ence Lay Leader, and Roland Shelton, Little
Rock Conference Lay Leader. Rev. Ralph
Hillis is the Searcy pastor and Joe Pierce is
the Searcy District Lay Leader.

N item in last week’s paper regarding the
program of weekly activities for children
was credited to Hamburg when it should
have read Dumas. These meetings are held
at 3:30 each Monday afternoon and are for
children of Kindergarten, Primary and
Junior age groups. The project is three
weeks old and is being enthusiastically re-
ceived. Fifty three children have been en-
rolled and it is expected that the attendance
will be much larger.
pastor.

R. CONNOR MOREHEAD, Camden Dis--

trict Superintendent, will be among the
18 persons from the United States who will
conduct a visitation evangelism campaign
in Alaska from March 16 to March 23. Nine
laymen and nine clergymen of the Meth-
odist Church have been selected for the
work for their experience in evangelistic
work in the United States. They will fly
from Seattle after two days of briefing with

Rev. R. A. Teeter is.

DEATH OF -

REV. CLARENCE N. WEEMS ‘

Word comes from the Board of Mission:
and Church Extension of the death of Rev
Clarence N. Weems, long-time missionary te
Korea, at his home in Decatur, Georgia. Hi,
served as a missionary in Korea for thirty-{
two years, retiring in 1941.

Mr. Weems was the son of the late Rev.
D.J. Weems, well-known preacher in Arkan-
sas. He was educated at Hendrix College
at the University of Arkansas and at Emory
University where he received an M. A. de
gree. Prior to entering missionary servict
in 1909, he was a department head at Gallo-
way College at Searcy. In his ministry ir
Korea, on the Songdo District he becam:
known as “a builder of men and of church-
es.” More than one hundred buildings ¢
the missions, churches, schools, were erecte:
under his direction.

Surviving are Mrs. Weems and four son:

Bishop Gerald Kenney of Portland, Oregor
one of the organizers of the movement.

ORD comes of the decath of Mrs. J. H
Cummins in a Lake Village hospital o
Sunday, March 9. Mrs. Cummins was th
wife of the late Rev. J. H. Cummins, long-

time member of the Little Rock Conferences

Mrs. Cummins had lived in Lake Village for
the past eight years. She is survived by
three sons, Harold, Houston, Texas, L. H.
Minden, La., and Sloan, Pine Bluff; two
daughters, Mrs. Raymond Coker, Arsenal
and Mrs. Wesley Willoughby, McGehee; two
sisters thirteen grandchildren and eleven
great-grandchildren. |

HE BUILDING COMMITTEE of the Firs!

‘Methodist Church, Marked Tree, hag
completed a contract for the installation o
a new heating and air conditioning system
for the church. The contract not only pro-
vides for the installation of all necessar:
mechanical equipment, but also provides for
the installation of a completely new duc
system. Every room in the building and
new wing will thus be equipped for heating
in winter and refrigerated air conditioning
in summer. The contract price for the work
is $12,000. Work will begin immediately anc
the system will be ready for use by May 1
Rev. Paul M. Bumpers is pastor.
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For Your Week Of Dedication Reading—

The
Christian
Commitment

By AUBREY G. WALTON
Pastor, First Methodist Church, Little Rock

the Methodist Churches of America. In 1948 the General
Conference of the Methodist Church, meeting in B.o..%ton,
set aside the second full week in Lent as a time of SpII‘ltUZ.lI
>xamination and reconsccration. Mcthodists are called upon this
~veek of dedicate themselves anew to Christ and His Church. If
ve take seriously the admonition of our General (_Zonferen(_:e we
vill, this week, very carefully and prayerfully examine our lives—
hat is, our thought life and our conduct—to dlscov?r }f ‘we are
ruly conforming to the ideals and standards of the Christian l}fe.

We have had, in our generation, a great deal of.spccu.latlon
ibout what it means to be a Christian. In the consideration of
his question a variety of opinion has been expressed. But out of
11 the furor and smoke of argument we have gencrally come to
he conclusion that being a Christian means really the tgkmg and
naintaining a certain attitude of mind and heart z_md will toward
esus Christ. So men have said across the centques—that to be-
ome a Christian one must commit himself to Christ. T}.us'espousal
f Christ and His way of life is what we call the Christian com-
nitment. It is about this Christian commitment that I want us ’Eo
hink about here. What do we mean by this term “cglnmltment :
Vhat is it to which we commit ourselves in this Christian espousal?
lave we truly made the Christian commitment? ]

The scholars insist, and rightly so, that in approaching the
iscussion of any problem the best method is to follow the .example
f Socrates and to attempt to define our terms. Dr. Brightman,
f Boston University, has well said, “ . . it often hap?ens that
xplicit definition is the best proof of a truth or refutatl.on.of an
rror. Indeed, some think that the process of truth-finding is
‘holly a matter of defining what you mean.”

How important it is, then, for us to clearly understand and to
e agreed upon what we mean when we talk of the Ch_rlstlan
ommitment. It is not necessary that you always agree with the
reacher. It is highly essential that vou always understanc} whgt
e is saying. It is the genius of Protestantism that we _beheve in
1e priesthood of all believers, and that gregt liberty is granted
) the individual Christian in the matter of interpretation of the
criptures and in the understanding of Christian doctrine. This
ccounts, no doubt, for the fact that the theology of some Church
lembers is so wonderfully and fearfully constructed. Nevertheless
is a Christian procedure of which we are proud and one that
rotestants are determined to preserve. o

The fact remains that if we are to discuss the Chrls’ua}n corr}’-
lilment, we need to define what we mean by “pommlt{ngnt .
ccording to the new unabridged Webster’s Internatlongl Diction-
'y, the term “commit” means, “to give in trust, to put into char%e
r -keeping”, and further the word “commitment” means, “a
romise or pledge to do something”. It is trul.y in this sense that
e are thinking of the commitment of one’s life to Christ. 'Whe_n
e commit ourselves to Christ, we literally place ourselves in His
ceping, and we pledge to Him our lives—all that we are and all
1at we may become. We accept His Spirit as the guiding fo?ce of
Ir lives. We take His way of life as ours, and we promise_ to
alk with Him in His way which we know as the Chrlstla_m life.
nything less than this would certainly fail to be a commitment,
cording to our understanding of the term. And anything less
lan this kind of wholehearted and unreserved su.rrender of a
an to’ Christ would be entirely out of keeping with what the
Howers of Christ throughout the centuries have understood to
> that which makes a man a Christian. . . ]

So let us begin with the fundamental, basic assump’uo_n that
hen a man commits himself to Christ he is no _longer his own
it he is Christ’s. Indeed it was our Lord who said “No man can
Irve two masters”. And one of the principal reasons for a man’s
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TODAY begins what is known as the Week of Dedication in

commitment of himself to Christ is the realization on his part that
he, himself, is not able, of himself alone, to live his life in keeping
with the will and purpose of Almighty God. In most cases this
realization comes as the result of tragic failure on the part of the
individual to overcome evil and to escape the consequent sense
of guilt and shame. In Christ he sees both the glorious example
of the life that is wholly good, and the one who is able to save
him from sin and death and to enable him to live after the fashion
of the wholly good which he sees in Christ Jesus,

So he commits himself to Christ. He promises to follow Christ
as his Lord and Master and because he thus entrusts himself,
Christ becomes his Lord and Saviour,: I must suppose that we
understand this and that we believe it. This is, then, what we
means by the Christian commitment.

Thus we come by logical sequence to face the second question:
to what do we pledge ourselves when we make the Christian com-
mitment? In as plain and simple language as I know how to
speak this is what I understand to be the answer to this question:
we pledge ourselves to the acceptance of the mind and spirit of
Christ, and we promise to follow Him, setting for our ideal the
example of His life, and making His teachings and standard of
conduct for our lives.

Now 1 understand, as you do, that such a commitment requires
the most careful study of the life and teachings of Jesus. If we
are to be truly Christian and follow the teachings of Christ we
have to possess some knowledge of those teachings. That is why
such a tremendous responsibility rests upon every teacher of
Christian truth, whether he be a minister, a Sunday School teacher,
or a parent in the home. When we attempt to tell people what
Jesus really taught, we should be sure that we have made an

4 honest and earnest effort to understand those teachings ourselves.

The amazing thing is one never gets through with this job.
One can read in the course of a few hours the written record of
the teachings of Jesus as we have it in the pages of the New
Testament. But one can fruitfully spend the rest of his life in
the study, the interpretation, and the application of those teachings.
One day when Jesus was teaching in Jerusalem the chief priests
and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest Him. When they came
back without Him they questioned the officers saying, “Why have
ye not brought him?” The officers answered, “Never man spake
like this man”, They were so right! For over nineteen hundred
years his teachings have been exposed to the wisdom of men and
the ravages of time. Neither has been able to impair them. No
false statements are there. No hasty generalizations based upon
misinformation have been found. No prejudiced or unwise prin-
ciples are among them. The teachings of Jesus are as fresh and
as stimulating today as when he pronounced them on the Galilean
hillsides and on the streets of Jerusalem two thousand years ago.
They were the basis of Christian thinking and the standard of
Christian conduct for Peter and for Paul, for Augustine and for
Francis of Assisi, for Martin Luther and for John Wesley. They

(Continued on page 9)
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Our Heritage

By MRS. R. A. DOWDY, Batesville, Ark.

' Recently the author of the following article handed to me a
lititle book entitled "Fifty Years of Service” which she had writien.

The book described the work don
ary days of our state, As I rea

e by women in the early mission-
d the pages, it séemed as though

the voices of those women of the past urged those of us who are

responsible for the missionary
prayerful, more zealous and

efforts in our church to be more
more faithful in the service. This

condensation, prepared by Mrs. Dowdy, was made at my request
as it seemed that all members of our church might become - filled
with greater enthusiasm and joy of service as we read of those who

led the way. — Wilma Fulbright-

0 again review the history of the Wo-
man’s Missionary Society, is like
mingling with the celestials, so many
are among the innumerable throng

of the blessed. a
History of-the North Arkansas Confer-
ence’s Woman’s Society prior to 1915 is a
eomposite of Foreign and Home Societies of
the Arkansas and White River Conferences.

Arkansas Conference

The oldest socicty of which we have any
record was at Russellville, organized 1878,
before the authorization of Woman’s work
in the General Conference. Mrs. Juh’qna
Hayes, first prezident of Woman's. Forelgn
Board, assisted with this. Other societies
werc formed in Clarksvifie and Ft. Simith

Pirst Annual Meeting

First annual niesting was at Dardanelle,
1881, during Annual Conference. Mrs. Jerone
Haralson was president, Mrs. S. H. Babcoek,
vice-president and Mrs. Frarik Parke, treas-
urer (which position she held for fifteen
years.) Mrs. Juliana Hayes was again pres-
ent, led their devotions, lectured on China,
exhibited some Chinese shoes, explairad
foot binding and read a letter from Miss
Lockie Rankin, first missionmary. Mrs. Je-
rome Haralson elected first delegate to Wo-
man’s Board. ..

In 1883, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Parke bcg;n
the support of first scholarship in Miss
Rankin'’s school. It was continued for twen-
ty-five years.

In 1884, Mrs. O. H. Tucker became the
efficient president and served for seventeen
years. In 1885 Mrs. V. V. Harlan was elected
corresponding secretary and Conference or-
ganizer which position she held for twelve
years. Under their capable leadership there
was steady substantial growth. In 1901 Mrs.
Henry Hanesworth began her long and faith-
ful service as district secretary and later as
recording secretary. Mrs. W. E. Bennett was
then treasurer which position she held for
fifteen years.

Home Missions of Arkansas Conference
In 1901 at the session of Annual Con-
ference at Conway, the Home Mission society
was formed. Mrs. O. E. Jamerson was elect-
ed president and leader and continued for
nine years, followed by Mrs. J. C. Holcombe,
a worthy successor. The society grew rapid-
ly. In 1909 there were 46 adult auxiliaries
with 1,050 members, 283 children and 67 baby

divisions. o
For ten years Home and Foreign societies
worked cultivating the home field and trans-
planting the gospel abroad. Two splendid
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deaconcsses were trained and sent into the
service, Misses Stella Warmack and Frances
Denton.

Missionary Societies of
White River Conference
First record we have for “Womans’ work
for Woman” was at El Paso where Mrs.
Farnie Suddarth organized ten women into
a society 1882,

Conference Organized

At the Annual Conference at Newport:
in 1883 the Conference society was organized
with Mrs. Suddarth president, Mrs. Ada
Remmel, Corresponding Secretary and a vice
president for each presiding elder’s district.
Societies were formed at Searcy, Newport,
Riverside and Batesville. That year they
reported 55 members, offering $77.

At the annual conference in Searcy 1889,

Mrs. Mary N. Neill was elected president.
Later progress was largely due to her.

In_ 1889, Woman’s Board of Foreign Mis-
sions met in Little Rock. Many women at-
tended. It was at this meeting Scarritt Bible
and Training Scheol was founded at Kansas
City. Both the women and preachers became
greatly interested and societies grew rapidly.
There were now 12 auxiliaries with 264
members, 5 juveniles with 187 members and
4 life members, collection $309.50.

First Conference Meeting

First meeting apart from annual confer--

ence was held in Jonesboro with eleven offi-
cers and district Secretaries, ete. Conference
pledged active support of Scarritt and a
donation $334.80 was given, also a scholar-
ship in China was given in memory of a
deceased member, Ella Randel. Mrs. Wright-
man of Woman’'s Board, who was present.
was made 2 life member of Conference and
$100 donated for that.

In 1881 the conference honored a cor-
responding secretary who had died, by furn-
ishing a room in Scarrttt, known as “Florence
Malone Room.”

First Missionary

It has been the prayer of the women that
the Lord would call a missionary from their
midst. In 1894 Miss Esther Case, of Bates-
ville, was accepted by Board.of Atlanta and
appointed to Saltillo, Mexico. She served
in Mexico for twenty years. On her return,
she was appointed Secretary of Latin Ameri-
ca and Africa and later administration Secre-
tary Foreign Department of Board of Mis-
sions, which position she held until she was
called home, 1932, We were greatly honored
by her life and ministry,

Ry

MRS. R. A. DOWDY

Home Mission Conference

Woman’s Board of Home Missions met
in Little Rock, 1896. Mrs. S. H. Babcock |
and Mrs. A. G. Dickson attended from White
River Conference. Miss Belle Bennett asked
the Bishop to appoint Mrs. Dickson presi-
dent and Mrs. Babcock, corresponding secre-
tary, which he did. During that year Searcy,
Paragould and Batesville succeeded in con-
verting Aids to Home Missions.

In 1897 Mrs. Babcock was elected presi- |
dent and Mrs. Neill corresponding secretary. |
During their term district societies grew in
efficiency; visitors from Woman’s Board and
General Board and returned Missionaries
attended annual meetings. In 1907 Silver
Jubilee reported 850 members with offering
$2,600. Mrs, Neill again became president
and Mrs. J. W. Hainley, corresponding secre- ',
tary. Their zeal and unflagging interest in-
spired officers and staff members.

In 1905 Mrs. Leon Roussan was elected
president and Mrs. Babcock continued as
corresponding secretary till she went to
heavenly home in 1908. A modest memorial
“A Reference Library” in Scarritt was es-
tablished by Home and Foreign Societies |
for her at a cost of $300.

Conforming to places of Woman's work
as outlined by General Conference both
societies met in Batesville 1911 and united.
They now reported 1,200 members and offer-
ing $6.000.

North Arkansas Conference

The Arkansas and White River Confer-
ences met in joint session at North Little
Rock in 1915 with full corps of officers and
a large representation. Motto — “Workers
together with Him” a strong tie and willing-
ness to serve was established between these.
Officers were elected from each conference,
Mrs. F. M. Tolleson, president, Mrs. J. M. {
Hawley, Secretarv and Miss Mary Fuller
Treasurer. Careful cultivation was made
throughout conferences with large increase
in organization and finances. In 1920 Mrs.
Preston Hatcher became president and Mrs.
R. A. Dowdy, corresponding secretary and
Mrs. W. A. Steele Treasurer. These were fol-
lowed by Mrs. E. F. Ellis, president and Mrs.
W. A. Oliver corresponding secretary and
later Mrs. B. E. Snetzer. ]

Some outstanding accomplishments of
this period a scholarship in Scarritt College,
known as “Mary A. Neill Scholarship”,

(Continued on page 7)
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EDUCATION AND RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY

From address delivered by Bishop
G. Bromley Oxnam, to the annual
meeting of the Board of Education
of The Methodist Church, Tuesday,
March 4.

A new breed of self-appointed, un-Amer-
ican vigilantes threatens our freedom.

Profaning our American traditions and
desecrating our flag, masquerading as de-
fenders of our country against the infiltra-
tion of communism and the aggression of
Russia, they play the red game of setting
American against American, of creating dis-
trust and division, and of turning us from
the problems that must he solved in order
to become impregnable, )

These vigilantes produce hysteria, pre-
pare sucker lists and live upon the generous
contributions of the fearful. They exploit
the uninformed patriot. They profiteer in
patriotism.

These vigilantes do not carry the noosed
rope, but they lIynch by lubel. They pre-
pare their lying spider-web charts. They
threaten educators and ministers, actors and
broadcasters. Unthinking Loards and com-
missions bow to theijr tyranny, forgetting
that to appease these fore-runners of Hitler,
of Mussolini and of Stalin is to jeopardize
freedom, and to prepare the wrists for the
shackles and the mouth for the gag.

In the name of law, vigilantes break the
law. Freedom-loving Americans must turn
the light on these vicious vigilantes and
their highsounding committees, whosge mem-
bership is seldom made public, and whose
sources of income are never reported.

Who is back of the attack upon the Na-
tional Council of Churches? Who g re-
sponsible for the nation-wide attack upon
our American public schools?

The American press, whose defense of
the freedom of the bress can be counted
upon, ought to turn its hest reporters loose
and give the American people the story of
this menacing movement.

The vermilion—vigilante must go. I say
vermilion both because this vigilante does
the work of the red and because there js
§0 much yellow in his make-up, his colors
mix and become vermilion,

The National Education Association has
becn forced to set up a.defense commission.
It is known as the National Commission for
the Defense of Democracy through Educa-
tion. Its chairman has declared, “It is the
estimate of the Commission that a general
attack on public education in the United
States is now being organized.”

The vigilante would impose his will up-
on American cducation, would determine
what books are to be in our public libraries,
what shall be preached from our pulpits,

Dedication Funds Ty Aid
In Many Places

By BETTY THHOMPSON

butions (March 9 to 16) for 1952 will go
A to ten urgently needed projects of the

Division of Iome Missions and Church
Extension, Sp:mi;:h-spo:!];inn, Indian, Japa-
nese, Chinese, and Nepro congregations in
the United States and Methodists in the ter-
vitorics of Alaska. Hawail, and Puerto Rico
will benefit from the $250,000 or more sought
for the home mission needs. :

PAR" of the Week of Dedication contri-

e
Top priority asking is $50,000 for the
First Methodist Church, Honoluly, organized
more than half-a-century ago, The building,
inadequate and tm'minitc—inFostod, needs 1o
be replaced by a modern structure to take
care of the growing congregation,

In Robstown, Tex, where there are 8,000
or more residents of Mexican descent, a
Spnnish--f:pe:zkin:_: congregation has been
holding services in g three-room parsonage,
Their Eng]ish-spc:lking Methodist neighbors
gave the parsonage and a lot for a new build-
ing. However, help of Methodists every-

‘where is necessary if these Latin Americans

are to have g sanctuary. The $20,000 goal
set for the purpose will provide this minis-
try. .

Fairbanks is one of Alaska’s modern cities

e

This is the destruction of Ircedom. There
can be no free society without the free in-
quiry of the free mind in the free man. Men
who cherish their own freedom must bring
these destroyers of freedom before the people
and reveal them for what they are, namely,
opportunists who capitalize upon fear for
personal gain.

The communist threat to freedom is so
serious that we dare not allow these rack-
cteers to divide us, Let us turn to the
F.B.I for the investigation of subversion, and
Iet us in the light of evidence take those
steps in the American way to punish all who
violate our Jaws or who betray cur nation.

We can trust J. Edgar Hoover and his
carefully traincd meén. We can trust our
courts. We dare not trust these self-appoint-
ed vigilantes who issue their lists of so-called
reds for profit.

Citizens are condemned- without trial,
without so much as hearing, by self-appoint-
ed money-makers who must keep their sub-
scribers in hysteria in order to sell their
wares. Elmer Rice, distinguished playwright
and well-known anti—communist, has recent-
Iy cancelled his contract with certain {ele-

OUR HERITAGE
(Continued from page 6)

reated with an endowment of $5,500 was
aised under direction of Mrs. I. N. Barnett.

A project of “Woman’s Building” at Mt.
equoyah was initiated by this conference
nd $5,500 given toward its erection. For
he Bennett Memorial at Scarritt $8,162.39
‘as lovingly donated toward its crection, a
ermanent investment in religious educa-
on. The first rural work under trained
ouncil Workers in Southern Methodism was
itiated by this conference. Two splendid
orkers were trained and Supported by this
nference, Miss Minnie Lee Eidson and
iss Dora Hoover.
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In 1930 when conference celcbrated jfs
Jubilee, there wwere 166 adult auxiliaries, 27
young people. 71 Juvenile and children mak-
ing 265 socicties with membership of 5,298:
6,606 in Bible and Mission study classes
contributions $21,722.34 sent to council treas-
urer.

Amount sent {o Council during the fifty
vears was $413,933.39. This together with

Neill Acmerizl, Bennelt Memorial, Mt Se-

quoyah, Liural Work, Snocial Service, togeth-
er with unnamed swns in personal memo-
rials constifutes a worthy sum contributed
of the toil and sacrifices of the women laid
upon the altar of Christian service,

Contribution of supreme value are the

with daily anq weekly newspapers, radio
stations, theaters, and the territory’s only
university, It has no Methodist church. A
Methodist congregation was organized three
years ago. For g church in thig center of a
vast mining ang agricultural area, $45,000
15 needed,

Week of Dedication funds have given five
distriet parsonages to the Oklahoma Indian
and Rio Grand Mission Conferences “in .the
southwest where no such homes were owned
by the Church, Purchase of g $10,000 west-
ern district parsonage at E] Paso, Texas,
will complete the work of providing district
homes for these two mission conferences,

The “mobile unit” has proved one of the
mmost effective meth ods for carrying the
church to smaj communities ang isolated
families, Through preaching, visyaj aids,
and pastoral visitation, services have been
tu_ken to out-of-the Wway people who other-

Hawalii, residents of sugar cane villages in
Puerto Rico, homesteaders in Alaska, anq
American Indians scattered on reservationg
are five groups in need of mobijle units,
All of these areas €an be served if the Week
of Dedication provides $25,000.

vision enterprises in order to protest against
a policy of blacklisting, denial of employ-
ment, and condemning without evidence, re-
sulting from ga procedure of “clearing” per-
formers.

“Clearing” is not a matter of the artistic
ability of the artist, but of hig political views,
and these views are not evaluateq by a
court or public body, but by a profit-making
private agency that on its own initiative lists
an actor as subversive,

And now the church is under similar at-
tack. Fortunately the church hag refused to

Is supposed to demand the elimination of
the controversial, But freedom is indivisible,
and the attack upon education and radio is

fine personalities inspired, trained ang sent
Into -life service by this conference:

Foreign Department

Miss Esther Case, Mexico; Miss Cornelia
Crozies, China; Miss Alice Furry, Korea:
Miss Jessie Moore, Brazil; Miss Lillian Wah]:
Manchuria; Miss Lucy Clark, China; Miss
Pearl McCain, China; Misg Edith Martin,
Africa; Miss Nellie Dyer, Korea,

Home Department

Miss Frances Denton, Misg Stella War-
mack, Miss Minnie Webb, Miss Eunice 0-
Bryant, Mrs. A. . Moore, Miss Amo Atch-
ley, Miss Helen Phillips, Miss Minnie ILee
Eidson. -
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Christian Values In Education NORTH ARKANSAS CHURCH MUSIC |
. : : CONFERENCE DEPARTMENT L
Portion of an address delivered in the college business for no NOVEMBER SPECIAL . is
by Rev. Bentley Sloane to the other reason. The Methodist col- ) ) Kansas City, Mo.—Dr. Lewis B \;
faculty of Centenary College in lege is to be first and foremost a N(ﬁ,ﬂr‘giels g list 1°f receipts from 1951 Carpenter, president of National b
connection with Religious Em- Christian influence. When this terial Tr;m,‘,’g“;',,d°‘}§‘ff,,’3§kf°cro,§”§;“;f_' College, has announced that a n
phasis Week, the week of Feb- primary fact is discarded or for- Through February 29, 1952, department of church music }n(s 13
ruary 10. {éotten, w(;: tcan close our college BATESVILLE DISTRICT beO}I: established at the college, ¥
v oors and turn our pupils over with Mr. Henry Ker
N this country we arc con- to the state to educate. B%TE§VILLE ,,,,, Cemrﬂme"ue $ 150 9 head of the dgpﬁitr:e\rzllllcams -
fronied with the problem of * . . . ) Cave City-Sidney ... 6.50 in choral cond ourses s
undergirding democracy with How is this being achieved at Cotter ... 5000 ods b nducting, choir meth- C
religious values and at the Centenary? ‘First, by placing ﬁ%?gég%ngh&dc c }‘11'88 ts ymnology, music appreci- C
same time holding to the basic Christian faith and worship at Mooreficld-Asbury 1100 ation, and sacred music are be- \
‘ the very center of our program. nountain Home Parish s300 ing offered. New facilitics of
principle of frcedom in the sepa- " . Mountain View ... 22.00 teaching studi !
ration of church and state. The Our chapel services dramatize NEWPORT: First 15000 1ot £ udics, sound-proof !
Jeffersonian emphasis in the Dec- this fact in public worship. Our g gpsed oo 5000 practice rooms, and a music class- :
FeL o ebendonce and the music groups lift the message in  Sulghur Roek ™ 522 room as well as the installation \
. p song and music. Our d t Swifton-Alicia o325 of new equipment and furnishi -
Constitution that men are en- g - Our department  myperman 4765 have b d o :
dowed by God with certain in- of B_lblc places it directly in the Weldon-Tupelo . 1008 ment. ecn added to the depart- \
alicnable rights is a Biblical curriculum. Second, Centenary Yellville Parish .. 1625 en
tcaching within the Hebrew- :;ﬁke; a ll'argg plz;lce flor those SI07.73  piiney
Christian teaching. The under- 0 are planning cnurch careers. Clarendon .. j
lying values of our democracy are :Ve offer the challenge to full CAtkins s 3500 Sotton Plant |
H i raw i . '
based on certain absolute values Iiréle Chrlstlanfse:véce and pro- CQEUAY: First R Eatle no 3000 |
that root back into the nature of vide courses Ol study In prepa-  Dardanclle ... ajgp Elaine ?3'30 :
God and the universe. Because ration for this vocation. Our Min- Dardanelle Ct. 1200 Forrest City 1o ,
these velues are spir'itual and isteral Club and Methodist Stu- G"Cg’%rio:rdo»n lg.gg Hel‘er’l’eas-hu” 11.00
moral we blieve the people of dent Movement provide a sus- MgtRmLTo 10000 3oy Grove . 2?2%
a democracy “must have the guid- taining fellowship for those who Na&*lorNgt 2 11.86 pghos ... 50.00
ance of religious faith to nourish follow the gleam in Christian N%QLIIILE ‘ROCK': Gardner ... 125.00 i‘%g:\i)orh . }gggg
a i’ . h ell- ©
and perpetuate them. seruhce.' Third, Centenary gives Svivan Hiiis fggg West Helonn .. s ﬁggo
The public school system recog- emphasis to Christian values o1y 2hington Ave, 3750 (vest Memphis . paae
through its faculty. We believe gpperg” =577 1284 pfhieatley ... 141
nizes this fact and has enunciated 1 . s . Oppelo 10065 Widner-Round 16
it in the recent handbook entitled that this faculty in the lives of Perry-Perryy le 1385 Wynne . 12550
“Moral and Spiritual Values in its individual members represents Pg;?;‘gﬁ‘l}é“e 15.00 DISTRICT TOTAL L 10
thet Public Schools,” published the Christian Church. We do not Russellville zgg gg F OTAL S1921.81
by The Educational Bolivies Com. limit our teaching staff to any Tiem ... 365 anx ct ORT SMITH DISTRICT
mission of the National Education o faith or church, but we do 1000 Alma-t, L300
O o Bat the public insist that a Christian philosophy  PISTRICT TOTAL ... s pooneyile ... 700
schools are in no position to teach of life be uppermost. Methodist FAVETTEVILLE DISTRICT Charleston ... 3.46
the. spiritual values of the He- schools are more liberal in this fvoca ct. : ggﬁkf‘”é]ﬁ' Ty S
brew-Christian tradition in a di- respect than any others, as indeed Berryville o First o 6.50
rect manner. Some experiments the Methodist Church itself is. %mterstg;a : 8,‘3‘325"‘; ggg‘gg
. . in X 4 ve. Rk
are under way whercby the The f.aCUItY_ me_mber .emb(.)dles Eureka Springs .. 30.00 Midland Heights 32
churches and schools of a com- LLese ideals in his relationship to FAYET VI EE: 1000 g Luke'Bonanza 300
munity are doing this. However his pupils. He finds his place in nggjnsEY}_I_jLE Central 4%3.38 TO‘,_.IS’::I S ey
the prevaili ditions indicate 3 local church and ties the Col- Gentry ... 10,00 Greenwood ... 5.00
prevailing conditions indicate d the Ch Goshen . 5,00 Hackett . . 25.00
that our public school system is , o 2n¢ the urch together as Gravette 2000 Hartman Cf. 5.00
still largely secular a unit. ff,fe"l Forest 10.00 gmtmg(x:on 12'?)8 ’
. . coln er Ct. . 3.
The independent church col- And f{inally, Centenary is part ;\%ADISOV COUX %300 Lamar Ct, o
]?ge’ like C'entenary, is in a p(?si- of the Church and is mutually Prch;‘?;‘.ggéi&:v“m 5383 \fa‘;laci'?e]d(:t, 18(‘(0)
tion to bring to the education supported by the Church. IS??GERS Centr 4560 Aulberry 17.50
process the Hebrew-Christian val-  Here at our alma mater an in- c}afﬁ,’;’dj@r“ﬁisg 100.00 P?;Iif‘ié“”\'/j'ék.._géramo 1500
ues that are held to be necessary creasing opportunity is before us ¢ ‘1 ‘;Sle‘ ---------------- 8.50 V’éNt BUREN: First . 53'35)
to democracy. Here we can unite to undergrid democracy with Winslow Springs ’2’88 S;.‘Jgﬁnggtq-Bethel 10.00
freely the Christian faith and Christian faith without which our ———  Waldron Ct. 07T o
thet broad process of education. way of life is but a passing phase DISTRICT TOTAL oo $1053.50 pistaICr s ~ 10,00
In fact, the Methodist college is in human change. FORREST CITY DISTRICT JONES OTAL $139.61
AUBTEY oo $ 28.60 BORO DISTRICT
BLYTHEVILLE: First
. West Parish .
ADULT COUNCIL PLANS local church superintendents. Jr., and Mrs. Claude Cochran, }Cig‘;f.lsgjrg ------
Important plans were outlined 2. Young Adult District Direc- deans. . Joiner .. ... .
for Adult Work i the Louisiana ors {o form district councils and D Alexandria, TLake Charles Joi5erono
Conference when the Adult Coun- Promote sub-district institutes DlS}I‘ICtS—Camp Brewer—June _ Huntington 7
cil met, February 20 and leadership classes. 4, 5, and 6. Rev. A. B. Cava- Lake City-Lake view
’ ) 3. Y Ad naugh the Rev. J. W. Ailor, ~PamoGarden Point:
Rev. Robert Clemmons of the - Young Adult Assembly plan- d ) SARAE ' Lepanto .ol .
General Board staff gave guid- ned for Camp Brewer, August 2 ]eans. Rev. Robert Clemmons, Lunifgﬁé’plfé’a"s’;ni”v """"" 5.
ance to the planning. Miss Eliz- and 3. Mrs. Eva Denham, presi- eader. I{uxora alley . 42;5.50
abeth Thompson, Conference Di- dent of the Conference Council %.Ba.ton Rouge, New Orleans i\%i?f{]ead Tree 3382
rector of Adult Work. the Rey. ©f Young Adult Work, is dean of istricts — Seashore Camp  Nettleton-Bay | .00
; * the As bl ; Grounds—June 4, 5, and 6. Miss Osceola ... 50.00
Bentley Sloane, and Rev. Jolly . ssembly. ~Quotas will be Elizabeth Th M Trumann 10000
Harper helped in the plannin given to each district. 1zabe ompson, DMTS. Tyurrell-Giimore 4000 ¢
All distri g X James J. Kennedy, and Rev. Tyronza ... 15.00
. districts were represented 4, Th]ree Older Adult Camps Merlin Merrill, deans wemer ci g(.;'gg
an . : . il > eo 5.
and entered the planning of the vere planned os folovs A hev Distriet Director of oo Vi
1 Distrigt %)C S't ¢ a..Sh.reveport, Ruston, Monroe Young Adult Work, Horace Al- Yarbro-Promised Land ;ggg
Worp oo Securxrec ors to Adult Districts—Caney Lake—June 4, len of Lake Charles, was present- DISTRICT TOTAL o
e accurate lists of 5, and 6. Rev. A. W. Townsend, ed.to the Adult Council. (Continued nexf”ﬁ}é‘éﬁlszo'za
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THE CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT
(Continued from page 7)

remain the foundation of Christian thought and the standard of
- Christian conduct for you and for me. .

| Immediately someone cries out that these teachings of Jesus
~are impracticable and unattainable, human nature being what it
“is. It should be very evident that we stand on a flimsy foundation
when we attempt to excuse our failure to live the Christian life
by affirming that the tcachings of Jesus are impracticable. Any
man who looks at Jesus seces the teachings demonstrated in the
life of the teacher. Dr. Robert J. MeCracken, the minister of
Riverside Church in New York City, has written:

“Jesus practiced what He preached. His character is the
source and standard of the Christian ideal. The moral principles
of Christianity are unique in that they have been personally
exemplified. They have been put into operation in the everyday
world. Jesus lived what He taught. The trouble with a lot of
moral theorizing is that it comes from the pens of arm-chair
thinkers. Tt is when his principles arc exemplified in his life that
a man earns the moral right to speak, and when he speaks his
words have weight and influence. That is part of the secret of
Jesus. Back of His teaching is His life—illustrating, enhancing,
validating everything He said. What He was is still the best com-
mentary on what He taught.”

It is, then, the life of Jesus which makes His teachings so
important. These teachings came out of the experiences of a life,
and they were exemplified in that life. It is, then, not to a body of
teachings that we commit ourselves—but it is to a person, who is
the same yesterday, today, and forever, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
The Christian commitment is a personal commitment on our part
to a personal God who is revealed in the person of Jesus the Christ.

It is hardly necessary to remind you that Jesus called his
followers to possess His Spirit and to practice His teachings. We
should remember also that in every generation since Jesus walked
in the flesh some of His followers have dared to believe that His
teachings are practicable and attainable. They have, in their own
lives and in their day and generation, tried to practice them. It
has been upon the feet of these that the Christian faith has
marched forward.

This is not to say that the ideal in its fullness is immediately
attainable. It is really beyond our immediate reach. What could
an ideal within our grasp do for us? We would attain it and we
would be through. Not so with the Christian ideal. Suddenly by
insight, or by long and arduous study, a Christian truth breaks
upon us and we see a goal before our eyes. We struggle toward it,

we reach it, we grasp it—and lo! immediately we see beyond us

another goal, richer and brighter than the one attained! This is
the glory of the Christian faith. This is growth in the grace and
knowledge of God. We should remember with Browning, “A man’s
reach must exceed his grasp, or what’s a heaven for?” We should
say with Paul, “I count not myself to have apprehended, but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before. I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”.
This is the Christian commitment.

One question remains. Have we truly made this commitment?
One by one we must answer this question. Do we know? Have we
made it? If not, will we do so now? This week? This is the pur-
oose of the Week of Dedication. God forgive us, and bless us,
and help us to truly, unreservedly, commit ourselves to Him
hrough Jesus Christ.

FOUR RECEIVE HALL OF FAME
AWARDS AT HOSPITAL-HOME MEETING

1

High point in the annual con-
vention of the National Associa-
tion of Methodist Hospitals and
Homes in Cleveland, Ohio, Feb.
20-21, was the presentation of
four new memberships in the
Methodist Hall of Fame in Phi-
lanthropy. Shown as they re-
ceived the awards from Bishop
William T. Watkins (top, left) of
Louisville, Ky., president of the
Methodist Board of Hospitals and
Homes, are the recipients of the
awards, all of whom were hon-
ored for their significant contri-
butions of time, talent or money
in the field of child welfare, Left
to right, they are: S. B. Lawrence,
Jackson, Miss.; Mrs. Emma Lang,

Cleveland; Miss Katharine F.
Lenroot, Hartsdale, N. Y.; and
Mrs. Mary L. Crossman, Shaker
Heights, Ohio.

Rev. B. W. Selin, (lower left)
superintendent of Bethany Home
and Hospital, Chicago, receives
the gavel upon his election as
president of the association from
the hands of his predecessor,
Neal D. Ireland of Los Angeles.
In the other picture, Dr. Karl P.
Meister (left) of Chicago, execu-
tive secretary of the board, is
shown with the Rev. John W.
Waterhouse of London, England,
principal of the National Chil-
dren’s Home and Orphanage, who
was one of the speakers.

BOARD OF EDUCATION IN
ANNUAL MEETING

(Continued from page 1)

s not reaching its proportionate part of
hese. This is, we feel, a situation which
hould receive the attention of the Church
it large with a special effort of some sort
eing made to strengthen Methodism’s Min-
stry to the Youth of our land. With three
ut of four young people not being reached
)y any organized religious force, it would
eem that we have more than a missionary
esponsibility within our own country. We
ave an obligation, which, if left unattended,
ould spell retreat all along the line, social-
v, spiritually, politically and morally.

We are always impressed with the Board
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of Education’s eagerness to adapt and re-
adjust its program to meet changing condi-
tions; with the high caliber of its staff per-
sonnel; the amount of research work carried
on to determine program effectiveness and
what the needs are; with the unsurpassed
Church School literature, both from the
standpoint of content and appearance; and
the concern with which the Board and staff
members of the Division of Educational In-
stitution view the Church’s relationship to
students, both in church related and state
institutions of higher learning.

The Board took a long look at the General
Conference Survey Commission Report and
ultimately adopted a statement which left
little doubt about what it thought of the

survey commission’s recommendation that
this board be divided three ways. As might
be expected the Board did not like it.

LENT WILL DETERMINE

YOUR EASTER
(Continued from page 1)
the Roman Church the Lenten observance.
As indicated above, the beginning of the
Lenten practice was established before the
Roman Catholic Church, as such, came into
being. Thus, Lent is historically a Christian
observance, having its roots in the earliest
of Christian tradition. It is our feeling that
any observance which can become the means
of strengthening the individual believer’s
Christian experience is worthy of the Chris-
tian’s attention.
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IN STORYLAND

MARCII WINDS

_ March winds and little children
really behave almost alike when
March arrives, cach year.

Somechow children are so hap-
py that frosly days are over and
the snow is gone. They have been
able to leave off heavy overshoes,
extra sweaters, scarfs, and in
some cascs cven bulky, baggy
snow-pants. The weather is not
too cold and it is not too hot for
running, jumping, skipping and
hopping. It is just right for roll-
cr-skates, hoops, wagons, scooters
and tricycles. Children are so
alive they forget streets are dan-
gerous places; they race around
strect corners unheeding the
sound of approaching voices and
footsteps. They don’t sec open
man-holes, telephone poles, and
ladders. They just run until they
stop because something or some-
body has forcibly stopped them,
or they are too tired to run
another step. March makes chil-
dren act that way. Whether it is
because they are children, or
because the wind blows, or the
snow is gone, or because spring
is almost here, nobody scems to
know. I doubt if even the chil-
dren themsclves know. Do you
feel that way?

Well the wind is just the same.
It starts off as such a quiet,
gentle breeze, and then before
you know it, it starts blowing
pcople’s hats off, turning their
umbrellas inside out, and knock-
ing their garbage cans over.

Once it does that it goes on and
on doing more and more things,
faster and faster. Then all at
once you hear on the radio,
“Gmall craft warnings!” It must
be fun to be able to blow the
water in the lakes and oceans
until the waves get bigger and
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OLD TESTAMENT STORIES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

A new book for boys and girls
will be published March 10 by
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. It is
“The Bible Stories for Boys and
Girls—Old Testament” written by
Dr. Walter Russell Bowie. He
tells the Old Testament stories

in language which boys and girls
from 9 to 13 years can understand
and appreciate. The book will
have twenty-three color plates
and black and white illustrations
which help to bring the stories
to life.

bigger and bigger.
fun, too, to be able to blow such
big waves that boatls would toss
and turn, but of course those
boats cost a great deal of money,
and worse than that—people are
on those boats. So we hear, “Gale
warnings” announced on the
radio so the fishermen and men
on small boats can get safely to
shore.

Then when the wind gets tired.
or seems to, it blows softer and
softer and softer until it becomes
a gentle, cooling breeze again.

We need the wind, of course.
It dries up the wet fields and
gardens that have been covered
with ice and snow all winter. The
wind blows .windmills. It scat-
ters secds, pollen and fruits. It
can be a most kindly, helpful
\';!nd, but it can be a very naughty
wind, too, particularly in March:
—Margaret G. Wilson, in The
United Church Observer

HAPPY SPRING DAYS
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It might be ™

JUST FOR FUN

The news that Joe had lost his
job got around quickly, and a
nosy friend asked: “Why did the
foreman fire you?”

“You know what a foreman is”
Joe shrugged, ‘“the one who
stands around and watches the
other men work.”

“What'’s that got to do with it?”
his friend wanted to know.

“Well, he just got jealous of
me,” Joe explained. “People
thought I was the foreman.—
Cambridge (England) Daily News

# = *

A couple of 5-yr-olds sitting on
a doorstep were arguing the mer-

IN THE WORLD OF BOYS
AND GIRLS

SPRINGTIME

Don’t you love the springlime,
Filled with happy hours,

Flowers, birds and sunshine,
Gentle, pleasant, showers?

A world filled with beauty,
Gifts we may enjoy,

Sent by our Heavenly Father
To every girl and boy—AEW.

its of various screen and TV cow-
pokes. Said onec: “You can take
Roy Rogers—Hoppy's the real
king of the cowboys.” Snapped
back the other: “Hopalong Cassi-
dy—that grandfather! I'll bet he's
22 years old!” — Birmingham
News

* L] *

He arrived when there were
other guests, and his hostess had
to arrange for him to sleep on
the couch in the living room, The
next morning at breakfast she
wanted to know if he had had a
good night. “Fairly good,” he told
her. “I got up from time to time
and rested.”—John A. Ferrall,
Volta Review

*® ] *

Feeling discouraged about the
quality of work his new sccretary
was turning out, the boss decided
to put her through a quiz.

“Did you ever hear of Hard-
ing?” he asked.

‘(NO.H

“Ever hear of Hoover?”

“NO." ’

“Lincoln?”

“I,ot me see,” said the steno.
“Was his last name Nebraska?”

ANOTHER SIGN OF SPRING
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“ALL ONE FAMILY—
GOD’S PLAN”

The South Central Jurisdiction
Woman’s Society of Christian
Service, meeting in the worship-
ful setting of the First Methodist
Church, Omaha, Nebraska, Fel-
ruary 26-29, presented all phases
of the theme “All One Family—-
God's Plan,” under the excellent
leadership of the President, Mrs.
C. A. Barr. Mrs. Barr told of the
Advance of the Jurisdiction to 18
Jurisdiction officers, 10 Board of
Missions members, 2 Bishops, 6
invited guests, 106 delegates, 16
missionaries, 32 deaconesses, and
751 registered guests, a total of
951 in attendance.

A series of three addresses by
Bishop Newell S. Booth of Afriea,
on the concern, ideals and wor-
ship of the family gave cach lis-
tener a better understanding of
the world family to which we
belong, and certainly, a keen an-
ticipation of the study on Africa
which will be held next year in
every society.

Bishop W. C. Martin in speak-
ing on “Christian Foundations”
challenged each one to strengthen
the Christian church in America,
lest the country fail in its mission
in the world, and God find anoth-
er way to make his message
known.

The program for the new quad-
rennium was presented by Mrs.
Eloise Woolever, New York, as
“A Leap of Faith” in explanation
of the five emphases to be used.

“So Long As There Are Homes”
was the title of the address by
Dr. Carl C. Bracy, Chancellor,
Nebraska Wesleyan University, in
which he reminded the confer-
ence that the Christian Home
must be the recruiting agency for
a Christian democracy, give a
basic sense of security, and pro-
duce Christian character. He
joined Bishop Martin in denounc-
ing UM.T. as educationally un-
sound, politically unwise, finan-
cially disastrous, and contrary to
American principles.

Mrs. C. A. Bender, Official Ob-
server at the United Nations,
spoke of the “United Naiions and
Families”, urging her hearers to
realize the important part the
United States has in continuing
the work of assisting the families
over the world in gaining a well-
rounded life.

Two areas of work under the
Woman’s Division were presented
by their directors: Mother's Jew-
els Home, by J. N. Smith and
National College for Christian
Workers by its president, Dr.
Lewis B. Carpenter. In addition,
a double quintet from National
College sang for the group in a

(Continued on page 15)
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MRS. EWING T. WAYLAND, Editor

TWELFTH ANNUAL GUILD WEEKEND, MAR. 22-23, 1952

Wesleyan Service Guild — North Arkansas Conference

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, 22nd & Poplar Street
North Little Rock, Arkansas

THEME: "CHRIST—TIE ANSWER"

SATURDAY, MARCH 22
100 P, M, —Registration

(S

200 P, M. Quict Hour—D>Miss Thelma Pickens, Leader

50 P M-Convening of the Twelfth Annual Guild Week Iind—Miss Geortie
Stiles, Presiding Officer - .

Greetings, Introductions, and Roll call by Districts

Oreanization Emphasis:

Literature and Publications-—~Mrs, Homer Willinmson
Christian Social Relations—Mrs, Walter Jimerson and Mrs. J. IR,

Henderson

Program Building—Miss Hanna Kelly
Recruitiment—Miss Betty Letzig .
Question and Answer Period—Conducted by Mrs. Johnnie Mec-

Clure
M.--Leisure Time
M.—-Dinner Banquet

5:00 P
7:00 P.

Invocation—Rev, Trl Bridenthal
Trio—Mrs. Bill Waymack, Miss Arlene Avant, and Miss Dorothy

Bridcnthal—Accompanicd by Mrs.
Alma Riley,

Address—Mrs.
Fellowship
SUNDAY, MARCH 23
7:30 A. M.—Brcakfast

Franklin Chalfant

So. Central Jurisdiction Sccretary

Devotional—Miss Mary Chaffin
Business Meeting and Recognitions

Organization Emphasis:

Status of Women—-Mrs, . J. Couchman
Mission Study Courses—Mrs. W. H. Goodloe and Mrs. O.. W.

Rollwage

Promotion—Mrs, H. H. Fulbright

Supplies—Mrs. Mavis Settlemire
Question and Answer Pe

Clure

and Mrs, Ben DeVoll
riod—Conducted by Mrs. Johnnie Me-

10:50 A. M.—Morning Worship—Sancluary,

12:15 P. M.—Lunchcon
Invocation—Rev. Wm,

1:15 P.

*

Watson
M.—Decvotional—Mrs. Alma Riley
Solo—Mrs. Edgar Munns

Address—Mrs, George Dismukes, Vice Chairman Standing Guild

Committce
Pledge and
Johnnie McClure

. M.—Adjournment

Dedication Service—Mrs.

Ben DeVoll and Mrs.

North Arkansas Conference Speakers

MRS. J R. HENDERSON

Mrs. J. R. Henderson, and Mrs.
Neill Hart, Jurisdiction Secre-
taries, will speak at the Annual
Meeting of the North Arkansas
Conference Woman’s Society of
Christian Service, meeting in
North Little Rock, March 25-27,
at the First Methodist Church.
Mrs. Hart will speak on “Witness-

MRS. NEILL HART

es” and Mrs. Henderson on “Spec-
tators or Disciples.”

Delegates to the Annual Meet-
ing are the President or her al-
ternate and one other delegate
from each local society. Regis-
tration fee of $2.00 should be
sent to Mrs. George Corbet, 281
Plainview Circle, Park Hill, North

QT R R A A e .m.;zz‘1.‘;:,.(;.“.4.,ru.m‘x:‘mmmmmE

e~ WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
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LOUISIANA CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS

DR. GEORGE F. IVEY

Dr. George F. Ivey, vice-pres-
ident of Centenary College, will
spcak at the Quict Time during
the Annual Mceting of the Louisi-
ana Confercnce Woman’'s Society
of Christian Service, at the First
Methodist Church, LaFayette,
March 18 and 19. Dr. Ivey is a
graduate of Alabama State
Teachers College and the Uni-
versity of Alabama. In 1950 he
was selected as “Man of the Year”
by the Shreveport Chamber of
Commerce.

Mrs. W. H. Ratliff will speak
at the evening service, March 19.
Mrs. Ratliff lives at Sherard, Mis-
sissippi. At the time of unifica-
tion she was president of the
North Mississippi Conference., She
has served as President of the
South Eastern Jurisdiction, and
has held two offices in the Divi-
sion Vice-President, and Chair-
man of the Department of Chris-
tian Social Relations. She is a
member  of . the Jurisdictional
Council.

Registration will be at 9:00
Tuesday morning, and the Con-
ference will convene at  10:00
o'clock. A  World Federation
Luncheon will be held Tuesday
under the direction of AMrs. S, J.
Fairchild. With the theme, “The
Things That Make For Peace™,
Conference officers will present
their work with the theme in
mind. A Youth-Student Dinner
will be held Tuesday evening wit
Mrs. W. E. Trice and Mrs. C. 1.
Jones in charge. The miceling
will adjourn at noon '\\'ednc-f;da}".

Little Rock, with information of
time and place of arrival, whether
by bus, train or in own car
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DR. HART WRITES BOOK FOR
LEADERSHIP COURSE

Nashville, Tenn. — Increased
emphasis on the home in the
leadership education program

_will be possible through the use

of one of the four new leadership
education textbooks produced last
year by the Curriculum Commit-
tce of the Methodist Church.

The book is “Home and Church
Working Together.” It is written
by Dr. W. Neill Hart, pastor of
First Methodist hurch, El Dorado,
Arkansas. Dr. Hart has taught
this course many times in leader-
ship schools and has tried out in
his own church most of the sug-
gestions in the book.

The text will meet a need that
has been evident throughout the
church for sometime, according
to the Rev. M. Earl Cunningham,
director of the Department of
Leadership Education, General
Board of Education.

Equally important in meeting
specific needs in the field of lead-
ership education are the other

three texts, “Church Use of
Audio-Visuals,” by the Rev. How-
ard E. Tower; “Protestant Back-
grounds in History,” by Dr. J.
Minton Batten; and “Teaching
Adults,” by Dr. Frank A. Lind-
horst.

Each of the above three writers
has had successful experience in
the field of work covered in his
text. Mr. Tower, a member of
the New England Southern Con-
ference, is director of the Audio-
Visual Department, General
Board of Education. Dr. Batten
is professor of Church History,
Vanderbilt School of Religion. He
is a member of the Virginia Con-
ference. Dr. Lindhorst is director
of Christian Community Adminis-
tration, College of the Pacific,
Stockton, California. Now a mem-
ber of the Californa-Nevada Con-
ference, he was for several years
executive secretary of Christian
Education for the Des Moines
area.

ARKANSAS D. S. JOINS
EVANGELISTIC MISSION
: TO ALASKA

Dr. Connor Morehead, Superin-
tendent of the Camden District, is
one of a group of nine ministers
and nine laymen who have been
selected as leaders for a United
Evangelistic Mission in the Alas-
kan Mission Conference March
15-24. Dr. Morehead left by plane,
Monday, March 10, for Seattle,
Washington where he will join
others in a briefing session under
the direction of Bishop Gerald
Kennedy, General Chairman of
the mission.

The program is under the co-

) operative sponsorship of the Gen-

eral Board of Evangelism, Board
of Missions and Church Exten-
sion, and the Advance for Christ.
The Alaskan Mission Conference
is composed of nine pastoral
charges. Dr. Morehead will be

working with the Moose Pass .

charge, which extends along the
Mobile Highway on the Kenai
Peninsula and composed of six
churches. Rev. Eugene Elliott is
the Moose Pass pastor and uses
in his work a station wagon pre-
sented to the work there by Ar-
kansas Methodists during a trip
last year through Arkansas by
Dr. Gordon P. Gould, District
Superintendent of the Alaskan
Mission work.

The evangelistic party will
leave by air from Seattle to the
various assignments March 14. A
mass meeting at Anchorage, Sun-
day, March 24 will conclude the
mission which has as its goal
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doubling the membership of the
conference. )

Dr. Morehead is due to return
to Arkansas Thursday, March 27.

PASTOR’S NIGHT IN
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT

The. Little Rock Sub-District
Youth Fellowship will have its
annual M. Y. F. Sub-district pro-
gram known as Pastor’s Night,
Monday evening, March 17 at
Highland Methodist Church, Lit-
tle Rock at 7:30. The Sub-district
Council has chosen as the sub-
ject for the meeting “What Meth-
odists Believe and Why,” with
the main presentation of the topic
to be handled by a panel com-
posed of Rev. Arthur Terry, Rev.
Jeff Davis and Rev. Charles
Richards. Following the program
a recreation period will be ob-
served.

Bank Holds Daily
Prayer Service

A .prayer service is held each
day by officials and employees
of the Commercial National Bank
doors are opened for business.
The practice began recently after
a director, James P. Roddy, do-
nated an organ—a family heir-
loom—to the bank. The service
begins with a hymn played on the
organ by Miss Lena Pearl Gar-
rison, bookkeeper. Fred, Cagle,
a vice president, reads from the
Bible and Roy C. Brown, cashier,

T
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LOTS ACQUIRED FOR |
NEW CHURCH :

On February 27 cightcen wom-
en of the First Mcthodist Church
of Pine Bluff led by Mrs. A. E.
Adams, president of the Woman'’s
Society of Christian Scrvice of
First Church, with the pastor,
Rev. K. L. Spore, met for cof-
fee at the district parsonage as
guests of Rev. and Mrs. J. L.
Dedman. Immediately following
coffee these women went out to
survey a section of Southwest
Pine Bluff, looking toward the
organizing of a new Methodist
church in the city. The project is
the outgrowth of the mission
study of First Church, led by
Mrs. J. B. Bassett. This has been
a dream of Rev. J. L. Dedman
since he moved to Pine Bluff
four years ago.

A beautiful tract of land, com-
prised of more than two city
blocks, has been acquired within
the city limits. This property will
provide room for a large church,
playground and parking space,
unequaled anywhere in the city.
Room for a parsonage and what-
ever else the preacher will want
is provided for.—Reporter

at Knoxville, Tenn., before the
group repeats the Lord’s Prayer.

Asbury Church First To

HE ASBURY METHODIST
CHURCH, Little Rock, is
the first group or church in
the Little Rock Conference

to complete payment for one of
the eight cabins nearing comple-
tion at Camp Tanako, Little Rock
Conference Camp, according to a
statement by Rev. Roy Fawecett,
Executive Secretary of the Little
Rock Conference Board of Edu-
cation which has supervision of
the Camp. Final payment on the
$2500 was made only recently
and the Asbury Church will be
permitted to select one of the
cabins, name it and have a dedi-
catory service.

According to the Asbury pastor,
Rev. Arthur Terry, the young
people of the Asbury congrega-
tion have led in the program of
raising the $2500. Mr. J. Gordon
Wilson, Asbury member and a
member of the Camp Tanako
Board, has been one of the lead-
ing contributors in the young peo-
ple’s drive for funds. The young
people themselves accounted for
a rather sizable portion of the
total amount given. .

Miss Emogene Dunlap, Little
Rock Conference Director of
Youth, reported that several dis-
trict Methodist Youth Fellowship
organizations have almost com-
pleted payments for one cabin

Pay For Tanako Cabin

DRAWING OF ONE OF TWENTY-FIVE CABINS TO BE
CONSTRUCTED AT L. R. CONFERENCE CAMP

‘each, and will probably do so

within the next few weeks.
Among these districts are the
Arkadelphia, Camden, and Pine
Bluff Districts. The Little Rock
Conference Board of Lay Activ-
ities is expected to complete pay-
ment for one of the cabins also.
Miss Dunlap stated that tfe eight
cabins now under construction
are the first of twenty-five such

buildings to be erected at the
Camp and that it is hoped that
these additional cabins can be
built before too long. The cabins
are all-weather buildings, per- ¢
mitting year around use by
Church groups using the camp
facilities.

Camp Tanako is located on
Lake Catherine between Malvern -
and Hot Springs. *
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. SENATOR FULBRIGHT ADDRESSES
JOINT MEETING OF MEN'S CLUBS
By TED WILEY

N affirmative foreign poli-

cy which will counter

Russia’s efforts to make

gains throughout the
world without turning to active
war is needed by the United
States, Sen. J. W. Fulbright told
members of the Central Metho-
dist Men’s Club and the Central
Presbyterian Men’s Fellowship of
Fayetteville at a dinner served
in the basement of Wesley Hall
the evening of December 28. The
senator was in Fayetteville visit-
ing his mother, Mrs. Roberta Ful-
bright and other members of his
family. The dinner was served
by members of the two men’s
church groups.

Toastmaster was Virgil Blos-
som, Superintendent of Fayette-
ville schools and a member of
the Methodist group, and Dr.
Henry Kronenberg, dean of the
College of Education at the Uni-
versity, a member of the Presby-
terian group, introduced the
speaker,

Senator Fulbright said that in
his opinion the Kremlin does not
want an all-out war. “They know
full well that the United States
wins wars,” he said, citing the
record. However, he indicated
he feels this nation has not found
a way to cope with gains made
by the Russians in the “cold war”
now under way. He spoke of In-
filtration processes used by the
Communists throughout Europe,
and said a need is evident for
some means to check this kind of
“attack.”

The junior senator from Ar-
kansas said he thinks we “have
no foreign policy at the present
time.” He declared “You can’t

call opportunism a policy,” and
spoke of past evidence that the
“United States has just been
haven’t

writing checks — we
wanted to think about it.”

In the five vital years after
World War II the United States
had {five secretaries of state, Sen-
ator Fulbright recalled. “Three
of these had no previous diplo-
matic training so far as I know,”
he told the 280 churchmen. Not
only the secretaries but their as-
sistants, as well, changed f{re-
questly he remembered.

“We've gone much too far in
substituting money for sense,”
Senator Fulbright declared. “We
would need much less money if
we had a little more wisdom in
planning policy.”

Inflation and a tendency to re-
arm too rapidly hamper United
States efforts to fight the “cold
war,” the senator asserted. He
expressed the opinion civilians
need to take a greater hand in
formulating rearmament policy,
rather than following military
leaders’ recommendations without
question. He spoke of the dangers
of inflation, saying that the gov-
ernment has pursued the opposite
of what he believes would have
been the correct economic course
since World War II ended. He
noted that the government will
have a very large deficit next
year. The excise profits tax was
repealed prematurely, he said.

The exchange student program,
which he has sponsored, has now
spread to industrialists and labor
leaders, and can prove invaluable,
he declared. He spoke highly of
the Point Four program of the
Department of State. He is con-
fident that visits to the United
States will help to correct for-
eigners’ erroneous impressions of
this country, often gained from
movies, and enable them to com-
pare the American and the Com-
munistic systems. The American
system will win.out in this case
every time, he concluded, noting
that the Russians are entirely

MARCH 13, 1952

ARIIITAN S Gma

ni(ﬂl for G""“"Ls""":'b

“Along A Country Road”
The Town and Country

The North Arkansas Conference

o3 Hendrix Station, Conway, Arkansas

palosass-
w & Country Chy, Paul E. Martin, Bishop
- Svch Rev. Floyd G. \'/illlnea,
President

Rev. J. Albert Gatlin, Executive Secretary

Commission
The Methodist Church

Mr. Lester Hutchins,
Vice-President

Rev. N. Lee Cate,
Secretary

TRAINING SCHOOL ON THE GRAVELLY CHARGE

On the nights of Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday, February, 25-27
we were privileged to be in the
Fourche Valley area for a train-
ing school. The attendance was
good and the interest was fine in
the discussion of the needs and
possibilities of the Methodist
Church in this fine valley. It is
hoped that in the months ahead
there may be a greater program
launched by these churches.

Brother Paul Davis, student at
Hendrix, has served these people
in a wonderful way, driving from
Hendrix to his appointments. The
people appreciate him and his

-wife, Charlotte, in a deep and

sincere way.

With the Methodist Laymen
In Conway County

In company with Dr. Reves, Bill
Fleming, and Maurice Webb it
was the writer’s privilege to at-
tend the Conway County Men's
Fellowship supper at Solgohachia
on Friday, February 29. A won-
derful dinner was served by the
women of this church, after
which a splendid address was

unwilling to have inspection of
their system in the Soviet Union.

A long range policy is needed,
he said, pointing out that a pro-
gram for the next 10 to 20 years

should be devised. Isolationism

he termed a form of “escapism,”
which allows its followers to
“avoid thinking” about some of
the nation’s most difficult prob-
lems.

In speaking of corruption in
government, Fulbright cautioned
that pressures which often bring
about corruption originate with
private citizens at the grass roots
level who expect special favors
from government. Laws cannot
eliminate such pressures anymore
than they can eradicate gossip or
gluttony, he suggested. The an-
swer, he told the churchmen, is
a stronger morality in America.
Citizens should take politics seri-
ously, should put into office the
best men available. He urged
that voters elect men or women
who are concerned with the im-
portant issues. “Then let your
senators and representatives
know how you feel on these is-
sues,” he urged.

Following his speech, the sena-
tgr answered a number of ques-
tions from the floor.

given by Rev. E. B. Williams,
Superintendent of the Jonesboro
District. The subject of the ad-
dress was “What Every Layman
Can Do.” In discussing this sub-
ject Brother Williams emphasized
that every layman could pray.
The fact was lifted that too few
of the followers of Christ know
the real meaning of prayer, and
that too few share with others
this great experience. The speak-
er also suggested that every lay-
man could attend the worship
services of his church. There is
nothing that can take its place.
The idea that one might absent
himself from the services of the
church and yet be a fruitful mem"”
ber is an idea that is wrong. All
the Methodists need the experi-
ence of public worship of God.
Brother Williams urged the lay-
men to give support to the finan-
cial program of the church. Me-
thodists, on an average, he
brought out, give less per capita
to the church than many other
congregations. The ability and
the capacity to support the church
far beyond what is being done
was expressed by the speaker.

‘The matter of democracy and
freedom, as taught by the Protes-
tant church, is the great need
of the hour. The church is the
hope of the world, its power to
change and redeem people
through Christ was fittingly ex-
pressed. The speaker also sug-
gested the grave responsibility of
the preacher in ministering to-all
the people. Since there are so
many different ages, different at-
titudes, and needs represented in
an average congregation, it was
suggested that the people should
have consideration, patience and
forbearance with the preacher,
recognizing that though his mes-
sage might not minister to every
person every time, yet through
regular and constant attendance
on the services each one would
receive spiritual blessings.

The evening was one of great
fellowship and glad experience
as men met together as a band
of Christian workers. Rev. H. J.
Couchman, pastor at Morrilton,
read the lay-speaking appoint-
ments for the month of March.
There is a great need for this
type of fellowship and service
throughout our Conference. More
and more laymen are seeing the
need and are responding to the
challenge. — J. Albert Gatlin
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\ India Still Needs Food

HE continued need for food,
especially for the Christian

schools  and  hospitals, in

India, 1s emphasized by
Jishop J. Waskom Pickett, of Del-
hi, in a letter to the Methodist
Committee for Overscas Relief.
He reports that food from MCOR
and the churches will be distri-
buted, with Indian Government
cooperation, through the Nation-

al Christinn Council of India. In

charge of this NCC relief is Dr.
Donald Ebright, Mcthodist mis-
sionary. In the Declhi area, the
principal relief distribution cen-
ters will be Bareilly, Mathura,
Mecerut, and Delhi.

“Multi-Purpose Food” is espe-
cially needed in schools and hos-
pitals, the Bishop says. Of the
general conditions in India, he
says:

“It is strange that at this time
—after all the suffering that India
has experienced from food short-
ages, and when the battle of the
communists to gain the ascend-
ancy in India is on—the rains
should fail on an almost unpre-
cedented scale. Fortunately, what
little rain we have had during
the recent secason has in much of
the Delhi Area been well dis-
tributed, but it has nowhere been
sufficient in volume to make pos~
sible a maximum crop. In Gu-
jarat the failure has been so com-
plete that there is not even
enough grass or fodder to take
care of the cattle for more than
six wecks. The Food Minister
tells me that the situation may
quickly degenerate into acute
famine, menacing the life of
brutes and pcople alike. If the
American Government had not
passed the wheat bill, and if
American wheat were not coming
into India now in very substan-
iial amounts, people would be
starving by the tens of thousands
and communism would be well
on its way toward triumph in this
land. Very rarely has the church
ever expressed itself to better
advantage than when it demand-
ed. that the Scnate and the Con-
gress pass the wheat bill.

“You will be glad to know that

our church in the Delhi Area is
receiving  new  converts  from
among the educated classes prac-
tically every week. I myself have
haptized since last Christmas 68

BISHOP J. WASKOM PICKETT

cducated persons. In some cases
the standard of education of
the new converts is not very high,
but in all cases they belong to
the privileged or the elite by
virtue of their ancestry or of
their educational attainments.
Among those now awaiting bap-
tism or making active inquiries
and taking instruction are three
lawyers, a college professor and
his family, the superintendent of

an important government office,

a considerable number of college
students, several farmers, and the
general secretary of an influential
labor union.

“Another heartening consider-
ation is that collections are con-
stantly mounting. In my first
year here our large Christ Church
adjoining the episcopal residence
raised a total of Rupees 600 for
benevolences. This year benev-
olent collections have exceeded
Rupees 2,700. Ministerial support
has risen, not proportionately but
very substantially. Our church in
the cantonments seven years ago
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We Speciolize In
Fresh Frozen Vegetables And Fruits

From Our Own Deep Freeze Lockers
Owned and Personally Supervised By

Mr. and Mrs. Merlin M. Moore

“In the heart of the shopping district”
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reported total collections of about
Rupees 100 for the year. It is
now paying its pastor Rupees 100
per month and the total of col-
lections approaches the Rupees
2,000 mark.
with a program {for
doubling collections for all pur-
poses. There are indications that
we will achieve complete success
inreaching that goal and even in
passing it.

But I do not know’ what our
position would be if MCOR had
not stepped in when it did to
prevent our preachers from dev-
astating suffering on account of
lack of food and clothing. Prob-
ably no effort that our Methodism
has made in your years of serv-
ice has been more abundantly
worthwhile than the contribution
of MCOR to the workers of the
church in India through ‘dearness
allowance.’

“I want to add also a word re-
garding the amount being spent
for tuberculosis relief. No other
church has attempted anything

"like this but all of them should

have done so, for tuberculosis is
on the rampage. Money spent
now in isolating a sufferer and
in helping him to conquer the
disease saves not that sufferer
alone but in some cases entire
families. There are over 35 pa-
tients in our two sanatoria at
Madar and Almora who are being
supported in their treatment now
—in whole or in part—by MCOR
funds. They represent about
thirty-three families and if we
were not helping meet the month-
ly bills at the sanatoria these
patients would be infecting other
members of their families. It can
therefore be said of a truth that
many, many lives of others than
the present patients are, being
saved and as it happens the rec-
ord of the Madar Sanatorium in
restoring patients to life and a
large degree of health is one of
the best sanatorium records in the
world.”

We began this quad--

HENDRIX COLLEGE NEWS

All-State Band Meets On Campus

One hundred and ten of Arkan-
sas’ best high musicians con-
verged on Conway and Hendrix
last week end for the second an-
nual meeting of the All-State
High School Band.

The students and some 30 di-
rectors put in three days’ con-
centrated work leading to a pub-
lic concert Saturday night.

The mect was jointly sponsored
by Hendrix and Arkansas State
Teachers Colleges, Conway High
School, and the Conway Chamber
of Commerce.

After two days’ rehearsals at
Hendrix, the All-State Band
moved Saturday to the State
Teachers campus for final prac-
tice and the concert.

National Mu Phi President
Visits College

Mrs. Ruth Row Clutcher of
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, na-
tional president of Mu Phi Ep-
silon, national music professional
sorority, was on the campus last
week for the biennial inspection
of the chapter at Hendrix.

She attended the chapter's
spring pledging ceremony. Her
stay on the campus also includ-i
ed an informal coffee, conferences
with faculty members and a ban-
quet in her honor.—Guy Shannon

PS&CHANCEL
FURNITURE

For All Churches, Large or Small

Quick Deliverys

Rensonable
Prices.
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Catalog ...

No Obligatlon.

MANUFACTURING COMPANY
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DEATII OF
REV. G. J. L. BROWN
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Rev. G. J. L. Brown of Ball,
Louisiana, passed away on IFeb-
ruary 13 at the home of his
daughter, Mrs. W. E. Shelton at
Ball. Brother Brown was 91 years
of age. He was born in Winn
Parish and spent his entire life
in Louisiana. He is survived by
three sons, C. W., Paul and.Elmer
Brown of Ball; four daughters,
Mrs. W, E., Shelton, Ball; Mrs.
Loyd Sherk, Washington, D. C.;
Mrs. R. W. Graves, Monroe, Lou-
isiana, and Mrs. E. L. Perry of
New Orleans; three brothers,
Albert, Ira and Hayne Brown of
Dry Prong, Louisiana; one sister,
Mrs. Amanda Hodnett, Colfax,
Louisiana; twenty grandchildren
and ten great-grandchildren.

Brother Brown began preach-
ing at the Spring Hill Methodist
Church in 1896 and was ordained
elder in 1904. He was laid to rest
at the same church fifty-six years
later. A work well done. The
writer, pastor of the Palestine
Methodist Church, and Rev. Den-
ton DeShazor had charge of the
funeral service.

A mighty man has fallen. He
shall forever be called blessed
by those who knew and loved
him. He was always found to be
on the right side of the problems
that arise in the church, and his
presence and counsel were inval-
uable.

His memory will live long in
our hearts.—J. B. McCann

OBITUARIES

MecDONALD—A. C. IcDonald
vassed away on February 7. He
~as a Christian man who stood
or the right, was true to God,
Tue to his convictions, loyal to
Us home and friends. He loved
s neighbors and often expressed
13 love for them by word and
leed.

Brother McDonald will be miss-
d by the church and his friends
ut we have assurance in our
earts that he has gone home
nd that we shall meet him again.
le was a member of the Meth-
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odist Church for many years, was
Sunday  School  superintendent
und was a member of the Board
of Stewards at the time of his
death,

lle is suvvived by one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Ralph  MceDavett of
Friendship; four sons, Homer and
Doyne of Friendship, Arvin of

Hazen and E. C. McDonald of.

Sccial Hill and a brother, F. A.
MceDonald of Friendship.

He died as he lived, a Christian.
—C. V. Holiman, his pastor

HOUSER — Mrs. Emma Clara
Houser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Conard Wintrow, was born near
Yorkshire, Ohio, on January 17,
1379. She was united in marriage
to E. O. Houser on September 4,
1900. In 1906 she accepted Christ
and united with the former Meth-
odist Protestant Church. For a
number of years she was the
superintendent of the Beginner
Department of the Church School
in Elgin, Kansas, where her hus-
band was general superintendent.

She came to Arkansas with her
husband in 1931 and for the past
fourteen years has lived in or
ncar Fayetteville where her hus-
band has served a number of
rural churches as pastor. Al-
though in ill health, she never
lost interest in the work of the
Kingdom. At the time of her
death she was a member of the
Wiggins Memorial Methodist
Church in Fayetteville.

She passed away at her home
on Mt. Sequoyah on January 19
at the age of 73. She is survived
by her husband, Rev. E. O. Hous-
er; three sisters, Mrs. Nettie
Haley of Long Beach, California,
Mrs. Maud Houser of Elk City,
Kansas and Mrs. Ida Hida of
Piqua, Ohio; one brother, Tom
Wintrow of Dayton, Ohio, and
a number of nieces, nephews and
other relatives.

“ALL ONE FAMILY—
GOD’S PLAN”
(Continued from page 11)

varied cappella
music.

On Wednesday evening, at the
Banquet at the Fontenclle Hotel,
Dorothy McConnell, cditor of
“World Outlook” suggested what
the Methodist Woman could do as
i part of the World Family; Con-
cern for other peoples, letting
other people show concern for
themselves, and the working to-
gether as equal members of this
family. At this time, it was re-
ported that the South Central
Jurisdiction has 123 Foreign Mis-
sionaries; and 14 of these were
presented, representing a total of
332 years of scrvice. 37 Home
Workers were presented, and Miss
Ella Hooper, retiring Deaconess,
was given a momento by the Jur-
isdiction.

The Conference closed Thurs-
day ecvening with the address
“Christian Women and the Pres-
ent World Crisis” by the Rev. E.
Pearce Hayes, as he told with a
startling frankncss, that Amer-
ica, through its women, must de-
cide whether or not it will stand
by God, and whether or not it will
give_leadership to the world; the
growth of materialism must stop,
if America is to survive. Speak-
ing out of his long experience
in China, and having been only

program of a

recently returned to America, Dr.

Hayes spoke eloquently and
forcefully of the Communists’
drive for world-conquest.

The Jurisdiction officers pre-
sented their reports as one of
progress followed by the call of
the president for each member to
continue the Advance.

At the pledge service, conduct-
ed by Mrs. H. E. Werner, each
Conference treasurer made her
pledge for the 1952-53 year, and
the total for the Jurisdiction was

$1,412,535.00, an increase of $58,-
813.

The hospitality extended by the
people of Omaha was most warmn;
luncheons were  given by the
IFirst Church, the Omaha District
and Nebraska Conference Socle-
ties. Special music was given by
choirs of the host church, Nurses
of Nebraska Methodist Hospital,
Children of the City Mission, and
by Miss Marjorie Sittler, Miss
Jackic Harrison, and Mrs. Wes-
ley Perry. Al of this was woven
into the theme of the conference
by the skilled artistry of the or-
ganist, Mrs. HMoward Rushton,
who closed cach session with the
ringing of chimes, and most -ap-
propriately followed the adjourn-
ment of this inspiring and chal-
lenging meeting with “God Be
With You 'Til We Mceet Again.”

A man is as rich as his appreci-
ation. He is as poor as his lack
of it.—Oliver Emmerich, McComb
(Miss.) Enterprise-~Jnl.
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Lesson based on ‘International Sunday Scho
Christian Teaching,” copyrighted 1951 by the
of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A,

The Sunday School Lesson

By REV. H. O. BOLIN

ol Lessons; ! . X
Division of Christian Education, National Council

the International Bible Lessons for

TN I T T T

Acts 16:6-40.

LESSON FOR MARCH 23, 1952
WHAT IS CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY?
READ THE ENTIRE LESSON FROM YOUR BIBLE:

GOLDEN TEXT: If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
to my house and stay. (Acts 16:15) .

AIM OF UNIT: “To lead men and women to be better churchmen through

the inspiration of early New Testament churchmen.”

A Look At The Scriptures

All the events of this lesson took place
on Paul’s second missionary journey in the
year A.D. 51. It will be remembered that
Paul and Barnabas went together on the
first journey, but through a misunderstand-
ing over John Mark they parted company
at the beginning of the second. Barnabas
took Mark and headed for the Island of Cy-
prus, while Paul took a young man by the
name of Silas and started out to revisit the
churches that he and Barnabas had estab-
lished on their first journey. He and Silas
revisted all of these churces except the ones
established at Perga, Ephesus, and those on
the Island” of Cyprus. When they reached
Antioch of Pisidia (it will be remembered
that there were two Antiochs) they turned
north and headed for the Province of Bi-
thynia. On reaching the northern boundary
of this province they were warned of the
Holy Spirit not to continue in that direction.
They then turned west and came to the
seaport town of Troas.

It was here that Paul had a vision in the
night. He saw a man standing by his bed-
side with this plea upon his lips, “Come over
into Macedonia and help us.” Macedonia is
now modern Greece. It was then a Roman
province and was then as now a part of
Europe. Some scholars say that the man in
the vision was Dr. Luke. They have good
evidence for this claim; for beginning with
this vision we have the first instance of the
first pronoun “we” being used in Acts. Luke
is the author of Acts. Up to the time of the
vision he wrote the book from the third per-
son standpoint but beginning with it he
started writing in the first person. He surely
joined the party at that time. The party
then consisted of four — Paul, Silas, Timo-
thy, and Luke. Paul had picked Timothy
up on this second missionary journey at Ly-
stra.

They Sail For Europe

Just across the Agean Sea, northwest
from Troas, lay the Province of Macedonia.
The missionary party set sail for this place.
Some two days later they landed at the city
of Philippi which was one of the larger
cities of Macedonia. This was a voyage of
some 125 miles. :

There were but few Jews in Philippi.
We know this from the fact that they did
not have a regularly established synagogue.
According to Jewish law and custom wher-
ever there were ten substantial men of this
race, to act as officers of the organization, a
synagogue was always established. They
had no synagogue at Philippi, but there was
a place where they habitually met for prayer
on the Sabbath (Saturday) a mile west of
the town on the Gangites River. In cases
where they had no synagogue, the Jews were
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in the habit of meeting for worship in such
places, as water was needed for ceremonial
cleansing.

Paul and his companions made their way
out to this meeting place. We are told that
a number of women were present. These
missionaries spoke to them about the Chris-
tian religion and made a great impression
on them. Among these women was a Gen-
tile by the name of Lydia. She was a well-
to-do business woman — a seller of purple;
that is cloth and dye which was used only

by the rich. She had formerly lived in the

Asian city of Thyatira where she had ac-
cepted the Jewish religion.
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When Lydia heard the Gospel, as
preached by Paul and his companions, she
accepted Christ as her Saviour. She thus
became the first person to accept Christ in
Europe. Christianity, as well as Judaism,
had its birth on the continent of Asia (it
will be noted that Palestine was on that
continent) but in spite of that fact it lost
its hold there. Both of these religions were
pretty largely stamped out when the con-
tinent was overrun by Mohammedanism.
Had it not been for the fact that Christiani-
ty had been planted in Europe by mission-
aries, it might have been blotted off the
earth. That is what the work of missionaries
has meant to our great religion. Lydia has
it to her credit that she was the first Euro-
pean to accept Christianity. This wonderful
religion has made Europe and the nations
settled by the Europeans the leaders of
world civilization.

We are told that Lydia and her household
were baptized. This means Lydia and her
immediate family. The term which is here
translated “household” could not apply to
servants who might have been working for
her. We are not told the ages of other mem-
bers of this family, but we are told that
whole_families were being baptized. The
same is also true in the cases of Cornelius
and the Philippian jailer. It would be a

strange thing indeed if there were net in
some of these families some little children
who received baptism and yet were not old
enough to believe for themselves. The
churches, therefore, which practice the bap-
tism of whole families —— the young as well

5
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as the old — seem to be on pretty safe
ground. All parents should dedicate their |

infants and little children to God and there
is no more beautiful or impressive way of
doing it than to have them baptized in a
public service before the church. It is
wholly beside the point to contend that these
little ones do not need such ceremonies since
they are already saved. To be sure they
are already saved, but we baptize neither
children nor adults to save them.
cannot wash away sins. It is a seal and
symbol of salvation and since little children
are already saved they are fit subjects of
it.
Kindness and Generosity of Lydia

Lydia proved to be a great hostess. Not
only did she open her heart to Christ but
she opened her home to these missionaries.
The writer was once present at a funeral
The officiating minister, in paying respect
to the deceased, went on to say, “His home
was the preacher’s home.” In other words,
the preacher was saying, “Here was a man
who was so much in love with Christ and
the Church that he held the special servants
of the Lord in highest esteem.” So it was
with Lydia. Even before the time of Chris-
tianity, this was true with the Shunamite.
Elisha learned to his great pleasure that her
home was the prophet’s home., Christ also
learned that the home of Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus was his home.

Lydia not only invited these men to make
her home their own, but she put the matter
in such a way that it was almost impossible
to refuse. She said to them, “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
to my house and stay.” To have refused
under those circumstances would have been
very embarrassing. It would have implied

that these men judged this good woman to 7’

be insincere in her profession.
Hospitality in The Church

The church is our spiritual home. Many
individuals have raised the following ques-

tion with the writer: “What church ought I ‘

to join?” He usually replies in about the

following manner: “It is as near to heaven ° 4

out of one church as another. A person can
serve God and humanity in one about as weld

.as in another. This is especially true with

all those churches which have great pro-
grams. The thing, therefore, to do is to join
that church in which you feel most at home.”

One great need of the modern church is
that it possess the home spirit of hospitality.
The members should feel like one big fami-
ly. All members of a given church should
feel the responsibility of hosts and hostesses.
They should outdo themselves in making
visitors feel at home. Many churches now
have welcoming committees. This is well
and good provided that all others who are
not on these committees do not wash their
hands of the whole responsibility. This is
a job that all faithful members should work
at. As loyal members welcome others to the
church they will themselves come to have
a greater appreciation of it. The great Scotch
Poet, Bobby Burns, once dropped into a
church. The people were everything else

but friendly. He wrote these words on the -

fly-leaf of a hymnal:
“As cold a wind as euer blew;
As cold a church and in but few;
As cold a preacher as ever spake;
You'll all be hot ’ere I come hack.”
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