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Selling Organized “Religion
‘Go cAmerica

URING the month of November the na-
D tional organization of the advertisers in

the United States has been using the vari-

ous means of advertising to sell religion
to America. By radio, in newspapers and in
magazines, and on billboards in town and coun-
try religion and the organized church and syna-
gogue have been emphasized. We have been
particularly impressed by the repetition of the
suggestion in many of these advertisements,
“Take your troubles to Church next Sunday,
millions leave them there” During a time-out
period in a football gaine being broadcast over a
national radio network we heard a famous sports
announcer give a ‘commercial” for religion, the
church and synagogue.

As far as we have been able to determine
this is the sccond time that the advertising forces
of America have cmphasized for a month re-
ligion in American life. Last year during the
same menth organized religion came in for a
similar period of emphasis. We were on a trip
east during that time and we saw dozens of bill-
boards along the highways and in cities which
lifted high in a dignified manner the mecssage
of religion.

It is our conviction that this contribution to
the total life of our citizens by the advertising
forces of America is deserving of worthy com-
mendation. We {cel that we speak the sentiments
of the Methodists of Arkansas when we say,
Thank You. The message spoken from the bill-
board and over the radio in many instances is the
only religious message that many souls sce and
hear during the year.

(Campaign “Preparations
Under ‘Way

REPARATIONS are well advanced in the

office of the Arkansas Mcthodist for the
l tenth Annual Arkansas Methodist Circula-
) tion Campaign, January 7-14. This word is
passed on to the local church leaders in event
that there are those who desire to secure promo-
tional materials early. Each year there are sev-
eral pastors who request materials in advanf:e.
Most of these materials are now ready for dis-
tribution. Lists of subscribers in each pastoral
charge have been prepared and will be dis-
tributed to the pastors at an early date. En-
velopes, suggestions, ete, w1!1 also _be placcdl in
the hands of pastors for their use in promoting
the campaign. .

¢ is not too carly for local church leaders
to begin their preparations for a successful cam-
saign in the local church. The success of
the campaign in most charges is dctc»rmm.ed by
the thoroughness of the preparation ri:ade in ad-
vance.

In each vear of the past nin~ circulation

aigns there has been an in'::tase in the
;ir;pnerg of Arkansas Methodz@t suhscribers, In
our opinion one of the substantial rcasons for this
consistent increase in CIFculgtlon is the plan used
of promoting and_ conducting the campaign in
each conference, In every district, and in each
pastoral charge in the state at the same time.
We would like to suggest that local church lead-
crs let nothing get in the way of giving every
vethodist family in Arkansqs an opportunity to
subscribe or renew its subscription to the Arkan-
sas Methodist during the week of January 7-14.
An informed Methodist is an active Methodist.

Ghe Spirit «f eMethodism
And ‘Ghe World (Church

\ X7 JHILE Mcthodism finds great sat-
isfaction in its general church
program and in its basic doc-
trinal beliefs, it has never been

the policy of The Mcthodist Church to in-
sist that cither its program or its doc-
trines constitute the one and only way to
kingdom bLuilding or personal salvation.

The Spirit of Methodism is in evidence
in the Historical Statement regarding The
Mecthodist Church Jound in the 1948 Meth-
odist Discipline. The opening sentence
of that statement reads, “The Methodist
Church is a Church in which the pure
Word of God is preached and the Sacra-
ments duly administered.” Thé Spirit of
Methodism is found in this statement in
that it reads, “The Methodist Church is
‘A’ Church of Christ” and mnot “THE”
Church of Christ.

In the closing sentence of the Historical
Statement we find the same liberal atti-

tude and spirit. That sentence reads, “At
the same time it (The Methodist Church)
rejoices in the fact that it is a part of the
one Church of our Lord and shares in a
common task. Its spirit is still expressed
in Wesley’s words: ‘I desire to have a
league, offensively and defensively, with
cvery soldier of Christ. We have not only
one faith, one hope, one Lord but we are
directly engaged in one warfare’” Meth-
odism declares in that sentence that it is
“a@ PART of the one Church of our Lord”
and not that it is “THE one Church of
our Lord.”

While Methodism, as such, may not be
essential to the development and progress
thg c_hurch of the future should make, the
Spirit of Methodism is essential if the
church of the future is to reach and save
the multitudes of people now outside the
churgh who know little about and care
nothing about the petty differences which
TOW prevent the unity of the church.

_ Before the Christian church can deliver
its full powers as The World Church it
will be necessary for the different
branches of the church to “desire to have
a league, offensively and defensively, with
every soldier of Christ.” The World
Church, }uith the tremendous powers it
coyl'd de}wer for good, must wait until the
Spirit evidenced by these words of Wesley
has found a larger place in the life and

thought of the varioy
Church of our Christ. o Dranches of the

2

cAmerica Needs Statesmen

MERICA has an overproduction of poli-
A ticians and a critical, dangerous shortage

of statesmen. Without question, our na-

tion faces today the most critical period
in its history. There are so many crosscurrents in
the world and so many crosscurrents even in our
own nation that the official who always tries to
discover which way the wind is blowing before
he decides how he is to cast his vote on pending
issucs is about as useless and worthless as any
other “me too” timescrver.

Never before has America needed so badly
capable, conscientious, sincere statesmen. Wheth-
er we like it or not, America is in a position of
world leadership. We cannot possibly meet the
responsibilities such a position carries if our na-
tional and international policies are to be de-
termined by petty politicians who feel that they
must always lie down with their ear to the
ground before they can stand up and vote. We
need statesmen who place the welfare of the
nation and the world above personal, political
ambitions. The destiny of our nation and pos-
sibly the peace of the world, in this critical
period, is in the hands of our national leaders.
Such a responsibility should make statesmen
even out of self-seeking politicians.

What ‘@ar “FHas

“Done ‘Go Korea

E Americans generally are so busy try-

ing to discover what effect the war in

C; Korea will have on the world-wide

struggle between East and West that

we are in danger of overlooking the major dis-

aster that has overtaken Korea, the scene of the
conflict.

Before the first World War Japan had come
into complete control of Korea. For more than
three decades Japan ruled, enslaved and ex-
ploited the millions of this unfortunate country.
At the close of World War II there was hope,
for a while, that Korea might finally be a free
nation.

Agreements gradually came to light which,
in effect, divided Korea at the 38th parallel into
two areas, the northern area under the super-
vision of Russia, the southern area under the
supervision of the United States. Efforts of the
United Nations to set up in Korea again a united
government failed because of the unwillingness
of Russia to cooperate.

The war in Korea is not a result of the
belligerent spirit of the Koreans themselves. Left
alone they would have been happy to live to-
gether in peace. However, the northern area,
dominated, trained and armed by Communism
was used as a cat’s paw in a grandoise scheme of
conquest. As a result of that aggression the en-
tire peninsula of Korea became a battleground
between forces of the United Nations and Com-
munism. In this war between Communism and

frce nations Xorea has become the scene of a .

destruction, carnage and slaughter that has laid
waste the nation from one end to the other.

If we add to this indescribable destruction
of physical properties, economic life and essen-
tial food crops the rigors of a Korean winter, it is
possible for us only faintly to imagine the hunger,
suffering and want now being experienced by
the many millions in Korea who are the victims
of this great East-West struggle.

There is talk of the United Nations rebuild-
ing Korea when the war is over. That is a com-
mendable decision but it is also a long story.

(Continued on page 4)
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The erpht page i-ue of the Arkane
Methodst o lli:‘, week has been mode neces-
sary by the extia (firth) Thur:duy  of
November and the lnph costs of pubhicstion,
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Congress, in the council chambers of the United
Nation,
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M THE BOOKSHELF

le is like a mirror. It makes
face himself. — Protestant

use a dull tool; but a keen
1ld do better work.—Origin
!

nt of some people's religion
hey know the name of the
hey stay away from.—Gli-

is the rent one pays for
¢ he occupies in the world.
Shelton

ions are sure to ring your

but it is your fault if you
n to stay for dinner—pnis-
Tidings

cest hour in the history of
17 man is when he sits down
how to get money without
carning it.—IHorace Gree-

15 educated until he has
0 pronounce the word “No”
—Christian Advocate

ery system of economy men
manage men manage men
only manage things.—will

can use more than a certain
of money. The rest is just
1 the game.—Ray W. Sher-

—From Quote

[HE TALISMAN

rd your God is God of gods,
of lords ... He doth cxe-
judgment of the fatherless
w, and loveth the stranger,
7 him food and raiment.
therefore the stranger: for
strangers in the land of

ometimes said that those
* suffered privation or loss
> tender to others. And
opposite will be ohserved,
truly kind person may
ve hed the ills to which
ously ministers. The truth
mpathy, not experience, is
nan that makes us want
And this princely gift of
on is possessed alike by
> have suffered and those
 not.

ve therefore the strang-
v:ere strangers in the land
" was not addressed to
> bad in fact been strang-
selves. It was their re-
>stors who had known the
terness. Hence the appeal
T imagination. Everyone
2 stranger in his heart, and
iffering and loss in  his
d can feel the agony of
or in his own soul, if he
- himself.

ough we cannot do any-
>, to allow one's self to
h another is the great gift.
he grief So the first step
ness is to remember that
‘ere strangers in the land
~Forward.
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time

UT of the noise and clamor of the town
I have come Jown

To this green pafture land where sheep
Guaze in the golden lighe,
Whete shadows creep

And L'am oae with the thythm and the thyme J
Of this sull land, this quiet time;
Even my hunying heart has &t
Within this quiet place.

Timc is nothing here — the sun, the moon,
Come neither late not soon;

There is no change in the ways of sheep
They have kept

Step with the ages, hurtying not at all,

And no relentless call

Bids them keep

Appointment with the hours. If I could Qay
Day after day '/
Here in chis dlean green land, pethaps 1, too, ~
Could be more true

To the movement of the years; could march with

Until the far sublime

Music of the spheres

Would reach my cars,

And [ could keep the tempo my life through
=] That sheep and shepherds do.

As deliberately as they across the gres. -
The slow hours puss,

ayed its pace

L S ooeed Camoar s SE]

: }
PR TDRE) SRS Sutg g ey

Toomos S —

TN TTTOI st 3 . oL

“BUT ONE WAS OUT”

“l am the good shepherd:
sheep.” (Luke 10:11)

Alfred Soord has a painting that
he has entitled “The Lost Sheep”.
If you have not looked at that
picture for a while go back and
find it then turn to John's Gospel,
the tenth chapter, and read again
the words of the Master and catch
the concern that the shepherd has
for the shewp. That is the concern
that we as Christians must have
for those who are lost. The whole
life of Jezus portrays that spirit of
deep concern for those who were

lost.
Then turn to Luke's Gospel, the
{ifteenth chapter, and read {rom

the
and
deep
Chri

ldo.

third verse through the seventh
that concern  will become
»oT whcn we realize that we as

ans cannot rest until the
I\>>t person has been urged
to turn freom his sin and follow
Jesus Christ. We cannot have the
consoling thought that “one was
oul” for we have multitudes that
are cut. When our church member-
ship is but a part of our population
we must press forward with the re-
demptive spirit and message of
Christ. In lecoking at our Church
Scheol enrollment we do not find
consclation for here again we find
cenly a small part of our Church
membership is  enrolled in  our
classes and a smaller part of those
who are of the church ever coma
to Church School. Couple with this

the good shepherd giveth his Lfe for the

the tragic picture of our day and
then that concern will become a
burniny pa:zion in our hearts
The glorious privilege of bring-
ing the lost into the fold of Chrizt
is too great for the ministers to

cnjoy alone. It must be shared by
every fincere layman, by everw
teacher and officer in the Church
Schenl, by cvery woman in the
V.S.C.S., by every }(»u! in the
AL Y. F. This is a privilege that
every poraen can enter intn. Par-

ents have the glorious opp\,.umi:y
of lcading their children into fel-

lowship with the Living Christ.
Entering  this glorious privilege
1s not an eazy matter. It will re-
quire specinl preparation on the
part cach one of us. We will
’ Tonew our fc”o'.r.'ship with
sherd through praver and
rn. We will have to re-
the glo Hiz presence
gloryv o revezled in
e [0 s g the lezt. We
ploce thi ¢ in cur lives

as gincere Chri

piclure an casx ut a ccura-
geous one. Jesus not leave the
impression that seeking the lest
ore is casy. It tock His life but he
was willing to lay down His life
that we might have freedom from
sin.

We love the twenty-third Psalm.

ast - 5 WIAASI ARGy PO P Rk i it ds B ovrsn S ]
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

O Thou Great Shepherd of us all
Tead us to a deeper coneern for those
who ere not i Thy fold. Give to
nantters,  teachers, parents,  and
pyouth ¢ burning passwon for the lost.
Bring the pieture of lost men, women
and chiddren before our eyes until
we shall be driven from our com-
plecency. Bring divine discontent
mto our souls until we shall go out
mlo the byways to find the wander=
g and pomt them nto the Way,
Truth and Life. Aweken in the lives
of the lost a dewire to know Thee
and Thy purdonmg love. Conviet
men of s May Thy followers be
azhamed of complacency, Guee pur-
pose to all our activity, Thy purpaose,
Porg.ee uz, O Lord, of our neglect
of the privilege that 1z ours. Help
us to repent for the nesipent energy
awd rerdalize our s wath Thy
presence that our Lives may glorify
Theeo We pray in the spirtt of Jeous
Christ who gave hes bfe for the lost.
Amen.

MO T T W——— A 7 S 2t T
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Page Four

No. Ark. Town And Country Commission

THE BRANCH CIRCUIT

Rev. and Mrs. Fred Thompson are
serving as pastors of the Branch
Circuit. They have one son, Ben-
ton, who makes a splendid first
assistant. It is a joy to work with
them on the Branch Circuit and
have fellowship with them in their
They are visiting in the
homes of the people and carrying
on a full program of worship in all
churches. The Branch Charge will
make progress in all departments
under their leadership—J. Albert
Gatlin.

HEN we moved to Branch
this past June our first
appointment was at Lowe’s

Creek for a ten o’clock
service, then at Ratcliff for an
eleven o'clock service. We found
about twenty-five or thirty people
at Lowe’s Creek to greet their new
pastor. This is a fine congregation
of people. We left Lowe's Creek
for Ratcliff for the eleven o’clock
service. We were disappointed in
that no one showed up for the ser-
vice. After making a number of
calls in the community we found
that there had been no Sunday
School or worship service in two
or three months. They scemed to
think that they were too few in
number to carry on their church
and Sunday School. Since we spent
the next five weeks at S. M. U. at
the Pastors’ School we did not get
to be back in the community until
our return home. We began our
Sunday School, prayer meeting and
regular worship services again. As
Branch Circuit is one of the charges
in the conference parish we had
the help of Brother Gatlin for a

ning fellowship meeting, regular
worship services and Sunday
School. We have hope for the f_u-
ture. We have organized a mid-
week prayer service at Branch, and
the interest and attendance are
good. We have one of the finest
groups of young people at Branch
we have ever secil. They make up
our choir and arc dependable in
many other ways. Our W. S. C. S. at
Branch is taking great interest in
the church. We have had a fine Te-
vival at Lowe’s Creek. On Sunday,
November 9, Brother Gatlin was
with us in all four churches. The
communion service was held that
night at Branch. Our district super-
intendent, Dr. W. Henry Goodloe,
has already made a number of visits
on the charge and is giving inspiring
leadership. We are enjoying our
work on this charge and look for-
ward to a great year.——The Fred
Thompsons.

-
FIFTH SUNDAY ON THE
WALDRON CIRCUIT

October 29 was a great day at the
Bird's View Church in Scott county.
It was the writer’s high privilege
to preach at the cleven o’clock
hour. This day was given over
to the theme of the «Jarvest Festi-
val” A new altar had just been
placed in the church. The decora-
tion motif was the season’s grain
and fruit. Beautiful and inspiring
indeced was the occasion. A large
gift of fruits and vegetables was
placed at the altar for the Methodist
Children’s Home, Little Rock. J. S.
M. Cannon, Superintendent of the
Home, was present with two of the

youth from the Home. Rev. Felix
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EL DORADO HAS RURAL
STUDY

( Continued from page 6)
Fares The Rural Church In Ameri-
ca.)’ Mrs. Edward W. Harris led
the devotional and Mrs. A H.
Wacker, accompanied by Corliss
Arnold, sang a solo. Mrs. Thompson
commented on the importance of
the circuit rider in the early
churches in rural areas, which was
the theme of the clever setting for
this program. Mrs. Fred Mayfield
gave a book review of “So Sure of
Life,” which, fascinated the group.

Mrs. R. H. Thompson dismissed

the meeting with a prayer.

«“The Church Lends a Hand In
Christianizing Its Community” was
presented Monday, the 30th. Mrs.
Guy Dunn, member of Circle No.
11, served as leader. Mrs. Tignor
Thompson gave the devotional and
Mr. Alva Waddell, accompanied by
Mr. Corliss Arnold, sang “Grateful,
O Lord, Am 1” A constructive talk
on her work with rural families was
given by Miss Maeda Asbell, Union
County Home Demonstration Agent.

%———’T____._.—p

at Waldron. The writer looks for-
ward to further visits to Scott
County.—J. Albert Gatlin.

If you would know a man, first
learn to love him.—In Ex.

e ——
FILIS FOR YOUR |
CHRISTVAS PROGRAI

ake The Christmas Story Live Again Through Visual Aid

A‘ True or False questionnaire was
given by Mrs. Dunn with the group
participating and the discussion was
most interesting. The Rural Creed
was repeated in unison as the pray-
er of dismissal.

The concluding study was given
Tuesday afternoon, under the spon-
sorship of Circle No. 12, with Mrs.
D. S. Collins as leader. Mrs. J.
C. Craighead gave a resume of the
previous studies. A very clever
playlet was presented, depicting the
rural church as a sick patient and
Mr. Corliss Arnold and Mesdames
Lynn Goodwin, J. B. Tims, W. L.
Norwood and H. K. Perrin, dressed
in the professional raiment of sur-
geons, as consulting physicians and
surgeons, called upon to prescribe
for the “patient.” Mrs. Wm. Ap-
pling, accompanied by Mrs. J. B.
McCuistion, sang a solo, and the
devotional was given by Mrs. E. C.
Rauert. Mrs. Edwin Harris intro-
duced the guest speaker, Rev. Robt.
L. Core, pastor of Parker’s Chapel
Methodist Church, and Secretary
of the Town and Country Commis-
sion of the Little Roclk Conference,
who spoke of his work in the rural
areas and in Community Churches,
in Nebraska. Mrs. Frank Russell
gave a prief history of the local
church, from its inception to the
present time. The meeting was dis-
missed by repeating the motto.—
Reporter.

o ,—\,_,——-——/

Child of Bethlehem ...

L. Running Time 22 M.
A dignified and superb presentation of incidents from the

Rental $12.00

(During December,

\|'Z

© T

L e e e s th Y &

Tiolland, the pastor, presided over
the service. He and Rev. Elmo
Thomason, pastor at Waldron, are
carrying on a great co-operative
program in Scott County. & beau-

§tories of the birth of Jesus and his boyhood, as recorded
in the Gospels of St. Luke and St. Matthew. Especially
recommended for children.

The Guiding Star Running Time 30 M- Rental $12.00

The story of Uncle Henry, a militant Christian who 365 days
of the year lived the resolutions that most poeple make
once a year. On Christ’s birthday Uncle Henry by sezing
through Christian eyes and acting with a true heart, cn
lightens an embittered mother and unites a long unhappy and
misguided family group. A truly heart warming human rela-

!; S 1881 : tion story.
i “Since ” , .
The Littlest Ange! Running Time 16 M. Renta! $5.00

| . .
I Dedicated to Rendering A “ greatest Christmas story of 4 times.” now
; . - S modern LI
Sympathetic and Understanding a 16mm sound motion picturg! When Coronet Magazine pre-
We CGI’G‘ sented the color picture story of The Littlest Angel last
. December, millions of readers acclaimed its simple beauty
and inspirational message.

BRI A Christmas Dream ..o Rental $2.50
; We have built our reputation “Since 1881” (No. 81 : Running Tirne 10 M. :

. . < . 815) A little girl i i g Christmas
qn experlence and SF?FVICG. Qur tactfu] hand_ Day discards an Olgul“i;gladcz)ei? bﬁ}cﬂzv}?eexr]slg? iSS %Iéleep?sSanta
ling of funeral services and our siucerity te i

grings the doll to life! Its mischief turns the room into a
. the bereaved assures us of the people’s com- edlam of fun and the child’s awakening is an awaraness
plete faith in our institution. e

that old friends are best!
The Nigh ist el
- Burial Protection For All The Family 3 gnt Befor%ﬁi;g‘-‘é_’f“;ﬁ Mo Renie $2'50
‘ H ime L.
: (No. 807) “’Twas the night Lefore Christmas and all through
the house—,” Who doesn’t know this famous, popular poem!

It comes to life with real actors and marvelous animated
sequences to bring joy to +he children and happy meniories

there were few In attendance in
the beginning the house Wwas filled
| by Thursday night. In spite of rain
and other difficulties we had a prof-
itable week. We now have a mid- tiful spacious and well-designed par-
weck prayer service, a Sunday eve- sonage has recently been completed

e S ———
___.-—-&———’____———T—— :___,__——-—A——-_,___;__/:_—_—___-—:,—_”—J——’_'_—

g

\ week’s revival at Ratcliff. Though
|

|

Service. . .

sy ¥

Call 2-0251 for ihe

5 to adults!
“Blue” Ambulance: :
] Santa Claus — Punch & Judy ... Rental $1.25
PETEL 11 (ARG gﬂ@ § _ Rurning Time 10 M.
DRUNMCITD & GE. / | | Christmos Rha ~—iental 3.00
2 PSOGY ...
: £ i - Story of a Christmas Tree — Running Time 10 M.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS four Christmes Hymns . ...+ nental $3.00
. Robe_rt H .Green, President g o . Running Time 10 M.
1 + Pernie Hoff, Secty.-Mgr. g , Come All Ye Faithful : o, Little Town of Bethlehem
| \ ¢ It Came Upon A Midnight Clear Silent Night
& & % 1014 MAIN STREF1 § To get what you want ORDER E;}RLY!
: ’ : R R 2 A B
R CRIL-WILLIALS £0.
el ARSI R TR e I BT ':s{s;:aum;? -ells '“{-eft 6th . C - Little .ROCk: Arkansas
! .
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NORTH ARKANSAS
CONFERENCE
NOTES

By Ira A. Brumley

The next twelve months will of-
fer to pastors and other church
workers a number of splendid op-
portunities for training and fellow-
ship. There are to be a number of
Area, Jurisdictional, and church-
wide meetings. That you may be-
gin planning your calendar so as
to take advantage of the ones that
will mean most to you, we are sug-
gesting some of these meeting
dates:

There will be a workshop for
Directors of Christian Education
and Educational Assistants, Little
Rock, January 8-11. This will be
open to such workers of Little Rock,
North Arkansas, and Louisiana
Conferences. It is possible that oth-
er conferences will send workers to
this meeting.

A Visual-Aid Workshop will be
held in Little Rock, January 23-24,
for the Little Rock and North Ark-
ansas Conferences. Some 25 or more
persons from each conference may
enroll for this workshop.

Ministerss Week at Southern
Methodist University, February 5-8,
promises to be an outstanding event.
The speakers for Ministers Week
are Drs. Nels F. S. Ferre, Harold
A. Bosley, and Clarence T. Craig.
The dedication of the Perkins Quar-
rangle will be held on February 7.
The first Homecoming for ex-stu-
dents of Perkins School of Theology
will be held at this time and there
is to be a banquet on the evening
of February 6 with Bishop Paul B.
Kern as speaker,

The Area School of Evangelism
will be held in Shreveport the week
of February 11-16. i )

There is to be a Coaching Con-
ference on the courses on “The
Christian Home,” Conway, Febru-
ary 27-March 1. A group of lead-
ers wiil be invited for each of the
courses to be emphasized in the fall
teaching program. The North Ark-
ansas and Liltle Rock Conferences
are cooperating in this program.

The South Central Jurisdictional
Convocation is to be held in Little
Rock April 3-5. -

The Mt. Sequoyah Leadership
School for the South Central Juris-.
diction is to be held July 16-27. We
are not yet certain about the date
for the School of Missions and the
Micsionary Conference at Mt. Se-
quoyah.

The National Methodist Town and
Country Conference is to be held
at Sioux City, Iowa, July 21-24.
This is to be the Quadrennial Con-
ference on Town and Country Work.

The National Convocation for
Methodist Youth is to be held in
West Lafayette, Indiana, August 27-
31, being held on Purdue Univer-
sity Campus. The North Arkansas
Conference has a quota of 5 adults
and 43 young people.

There is to be a National Con-
ference on “The Christian Family,”
Chicago, October 12-14.

The meeting of the National Con-
ference on Christian Education,
which meets every two years, will
he held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, -
November 7.19.

The Youth Jurisdictional Work-
ghop for Conference, District, and

Sub-district officers is to be held
August 8-18. )

The Jacksonville Church is con-
ducting a First Scries Training
School for the young people of the
church, using the First Series Course
on “Christian Ideal of My Com-
munity,” the course being taught
by the pastor, Rev. Harold Spence.

The Wilson Church is having a
training school this week, using
the First Series Course on “Teach-
ing Children,” the school being
taught by Mrs. Ira A. Brumley.

The Antioch Charge is having a
First Series Training School on
“Thg Church and Its Work.”

The Rector Area is to have a First
Series Training School, December
11-13. This school is for all the
churches within reach of Rector.

The First Series Course on “The
Church and Its Work” is to be
taught in a three-day school at
Osceola, December 12-14.

Church School Statistics

Mimeographed sheets are being
prepared for each district to be used
in the respective District Confer-
ences. These sheets are to show
comparative enrollment at four
points in the North Arkansas Con-
ference local church school reports.

These reports will show the
Nursery enrollment for 1949 and
1950, also the enrollment in the
Adult Home Department, in the
Youth Division, and the total en-
rollment for ’49 and ’50. Our rea-
son for using these figures is to re-
veal the need for local churches
checking up at these points. These
reports will show that a large per
cent of our church schools are
carrying on no program in the field
of Nursery Home Program or the
Adult Home Program. These re-
ports will also show very limited
gains made in the Youth Field.
These reports also show whether or
riot there was a gain or loss in total
church school enrollment last year.
We hope that these sheets will
challenge local church workers to
re-study their own situation and
make plans for expanding the
church school program.

The Church School
and Evangelism

The Church School has a three-
{uld evangelistic task. Its first job
is to make people sensitive to the
Christian  message. Evangelistic
surveys have-indicated that people
must be prepared through the
church, home, or other agencies to
make Christian responses. Some
churches are discovering that they
are running out of prospects for
commitment because they have not
brougiit more people into a pro-
gram which makes persons sensitive
to the Christian message.

The second responsibility of the
church school is to lead individuals
to personal commitment to Christ
and His Church.

The third responsibility .of the
church school is to guide individ-

. uals ‘who have made commitment

to Christ, in order that they may
grow as Christians. This responsi-
bhility calls upon the church school
to provide an on-going program of

activities through whieh the individ-

SOME FINE THINGS GOING
ON IN CHILDREN’S WORK
By Mrs. Ira A. Brumley

Mrs. J. A. Gatlin, District Director
of Conway District, is emphasizing
“Parent-Teacher Nights” at which
times the parents visit their chil-
dren’s Church School rooms and
carry out activities the children
carry out on Sundays. They have
cpportunities to see pictures, books,
teaching units and other materials
the children and teachers use on
Sunday mornings.

Mrs. Gatlin has sent personal let-
ters to all children’s workers of
the district (if she has their names)
and has visited many children’s
departments on Sunday mornings.

Mrs. S. O. Patty, District Director
of Fayetteville District, reports that
twenty-cight children’s workers in
Farmington, Goshen and Prairie
Grove, have signed “Fellowship of
Study” cards, promising to rcad
four books pertaining to children’s
work, this year. Mrs. Patty has
given out the following leaflets in
three group meetings of children’s
workers: “Parents, First Teachers of
Religion”, “What Parents and
Church School Teachers Have a
Right to Expect of Each Other”,
“Children’s Music” and “Teachers
Can Learn to Teach Effectively.”
Prairie Grove children’s workers
have placed “Parents, First Teach-
ers of Religion” in the hands of all
their parents. Mrs. Patty is also
emphasizing using the “Children’s
Division Yearbook” as she visits
churches.

Mrs. A. N. Storey, Director of
Children’s Work in Paragould Dis-
trict, displayed the following ma-
terials at a district meecting of pas-
tors: “The Pastor, a Friend to Chil-
dren”, “Children’s Division Year
Book”, “Plan Your Vacation School
Now” and “Vacation Church School
in the Small Church.” Mrs. Storey
herself, has read the following
books recently: “These are Your
Children”, “Pound of Prevention”.
“Child’s Growth and Development”
and “A Child Needs to Like Him-
self.”

Mrs. Storey has held one Junior
week-end camp with 56 juniors and
14 adults enrolled. Miss Viola Calli-
han gave splendid help in this

ual finds opportunity to make
responses which help him to be-
come more Christlike in the way
he thinks, feels and acts.

Thus it becomes the responsibility
of the church to strengthen its pro-
gram of Christian Education through
the church school and train iis
church school leadership so that
such leadership may be equal to
the responsibility of giving guid-
ance that the church school may
be an effective program in the field
of evangelism.
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venture. The juniors expressed
themselves by saying they enjoyed
the Nature llike and Worship most
in the cap.

Miss Anna Rose Miller and Mrs.
Frances Winter, Co-District Diree-
tors of Children’s Work in I't. Smith
District, are continuing their long
line of distinguished services to the
children and children’s workers of
I't. Smith District. Lucky are the
children’s workers of I't. Smith Dis-
trict who recad “The Spotlight, new
sheet for children’s workers. Not
only does this splendid paper carry
letters from workers in the local
churches telling about interesting
things they have been doing and in-

spiring articles from outstanding
teachers from over the country

(Miss Mary Shipp Sanders, Mrs. W.
A. Wooten, Mrs. W. F. Bales, Miss
Fay McRae and many others) but
it includes recipes for making many
things all the way from clay and
finger paint to diaramas, potato
baskets and a fricze. Best of all,
poems, songs and litanies, written
by the children themseclves (out-
growth of CREATIVE tcaching) are
abundant in this splendid paper.
Mrs. E. O. Newsom of Goddard Me-
morial Church, assizsts Miss Miller
and Mrs. Winter in this project.
These co-dircctors have becen as-
sisting in Vacalion School, and Miss
Miller recently taught a Training
School class, about which she wrote:
“Fathers and mothers as well as
teachers entered into discussions
and all activities such as clay mndel-
ing, song illustrating, making a
Palestine house, spatter printing,
ete. They made definite plans, (1)
io form a class for pre-school-age
children, thus taking them out of
the Primary class, (2)
movable partitions to scparate the
space allotted to each children’s
class, (3) to usec activities in teach-
ing and to CORRELATE THEM
with LESSON MATERIALS. (4) ap-
. (Continued on page 7)

Qhristmas Gifts

for Christians

e TN A POCHET PRAYER BOCK

; By Ralpgh §. Cushmon. Prayers,
Seripture quotations, an

peems Dby Bichop Cushmen.
Plazk lcatherctie binding, 35
cents per ccpy, 3

copics for $1.00, rr=r3
Dejuxe Edition, v Lt
with white bind-|
ing and gold:
edges, 50 contsh

Eo-

peir copy.

THE POCKET BOOK CF FAITH
A companion kook to A Pocket
Preyer Ecolk, ccntaining Serip-
fure quotations, prayers, q_r.d
peems, all empiusizing faith.
Blue lecthercite binding, 35
cenrts per copy, 3 for $1.00.

CHILDREN’'S PRAYERS

By Luty Gray Kendall.
Prayers for daily use
and for special occae
sions, beautifu!l( illuse
trated. Bound in blue
cloth stamped with

3 copies for $1.00.
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SAM JONES’ SERMONS

“Best Loved Sermons of Sam
Jones.” Also “SAM JONES”-—Ar
Ambassador of the Almightv—
“Biography’s Best.” Price $2.00
Each. Send Check or Cash. Order
one or both from the Author, Dr.
Walt Holcomb, &0 Park Lane,
N. E. Atlanta. Georgia, and he
will Autograph your copy.

ol

Wit

COVER CASE
for THE UPPIR ROOM

Black precessed leather,
with owner's namo Ine
eeribed in gold, $1.00 each.
Give exact nams to bo ime
scribods

Qrder Tedoy foe Chrlstmet

e i

TIHE UPPER ROOM A,
1903 GRAND AVENUE Lo}

WASHVILLE &, TENNISSER

to secure -

gold, 25 cents per copy,
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EL DORADO HAS RURAL
STUDY

The study of “Rural Prospects,”
one of the most interesting mission
study books ever used by the Wo-
man’s Society of Christian Service,
was begun on Monday, Oct. 23rd.
Members met in TFellowship Hall for
a luncheon at 12:30. The tables
were arranged in banquet forma-
tion and were beautifully decorated
with {fall flowers, by Mrs. Ernest
Powledge. Mrs. Harry Wadsworth,
president, was at the speakers table
with members of the Junction City
WSCS, who were guests of the local
society, and she gave the address of
welcome and thanked the Junction
City organization for the .lovely
birthday cake they brought, com-
memorating the tenth birthday of
the WSCS. As cach candle was
lighted, ten members responded
with a short poem depicting the
work of various committees of the
society and for the eleventh candle,
the “one to grow on.” Mrs. Wads-
worth announced plans for future
expansion.

After the luncheon “Toward A
Christian Community” was portray-
ed with a map of the state of Ar-
kansas, a map of Union County and
a lovely miniature rural commu-
nity, with the little rural church be-
ing shown as the hub of community
activities. Mrs. R. A. Payne was
responsible for this attractive set-
ting. Mrs. J. C. Craighead gave a
brief introductory talk on the study
and said, “This is ‘Operation Unity,’
for all have worked together to
make this study a success.” She
introduced Mrs. Chas. Wright who
was the program leader. The devo-

“‘tional was given by Mrs. W. C.

Farley, Mrs. Howard Elder, and
Mrs. G. E. Coleman gave an inter-
esting playlet, “Catching Up With
Country Life,” after which Mrs.
Rose Couch was presented in a dra-
matic reading, “Travelin’.” The
benediction was given by the con-
gregation repeating the motto of the
organization. These members of the
Junction City WSCS were present:
Mesdames W. L. Harper, W. B.
Savage, Jeff Couch, J. H. Shelton,
W. A. Taylor, James Hale Rey-
nolds and B. N. Powell.

Circle No. 10, with Mrs. J. E.
Thompson as leader, presented the
program Tuesday, entitled “How

(Continued on page 4)

SULPHUR SPRINGS IS HOST
TO GRAVETTE

Sulphur Springs WSCS was hos-
tess to the Gravette society in an
Anniversary meeting. Gravette was
the “Encourager Society.” A very
impressive program was given by
the Sulphur Springs society.

A birthday cake was presented
by the Gravette society, on which
were placed ten candles by the
Sulphur -Springs ladies representing
different phases of the WSCS work.

After the program the ladies went
to the parsonage for a fellowship
hour. The church and the parson-
age were beautiful with fall flow-
ers.

The secretary of Youth Work of
the Sulphur Springs society report-
ed funds sufficient to send a
Chinese pupil one year to college.
—Reporter.
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E’en though there be more
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THANK GOD

Thank God for life! )
Even though it brings much bitterness and strife,
And all our fairest hopes be wrecked and lost,

We cling to life and reckon not the cost.
Thank God for life.

Thank God for love!
E’en though sometimes grief follows in its wake,
Still we forget love’s soTTOW in love’s jov,
And cherish tears with smiles for love’s dear sake;
Only in Heaven is bliss without alloy.
Thank God for love.

Thank God for pain!
- No tear has ever yet been shed in vain,

mmnnn g

ill than good in life,

'

sorrowing heart shall find

And in the end each E
No Curse, but blessings in the hands of pain; ]
Even when he smiteth, then is God most kind. H
Thank God for pain. Z
—Selected z
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LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE, W. S. C. S. FINANCIAL
-
STATEMENT—SECOND QUARTER, 1950-51
BAlance DrOUht LOTWATM st s e $ 2,963.87
RECEIPTS:
S. C. W. S. G. Total
Undirected (Pledge to MISSIONS)  cevvrrmrremersenmsssmssssssees $10,074.13 $1,286.27
Lenten Offering ... 11.0
Projects ... 190.62 232.31
Wanda Stahley .. 50.00
Orlene MCKIMMEY i 416.02
State SantatoOrilmMl .. 172.25
Special Membership
Honorary Baby (11) . 55.00
Adult Life (14) ... 350.00
Adult Lite (1) ... 25.00
Conference Rural Work . 113.50
Little Rock Methodist Council 400.70
in Remembrance Gifts ... . 12.51
Total Credit on Pledge .. 12,645.72 1,538.58
Total Credit on Pledge .. 14,184.30
Youth Fund ... 185.47
Children’s Service Fund 15.46
Total on Appropriations .. 14,385.23
Cash,for Supplies ...... 628.31
Supplementary Gifts_... 23.97
District Cultivations Fund . 327.15
Week of Prayer .. 1,434.08
Student Loan Fund . 64.35
Alcohol Education 257.85
E. T. W. Special ..... 192.40
Other Receipts 10.0
Total Receipts fro 15,776.31 1,971.73
FTQUAL FRCEEIDES  oensrersssossserssessses e s a0 e 00 T 17,748.54
Other Receipts:
From Mrs. Minnic Webb Hook (refund from Car Fund) 301.67
From Miss Virginia Guffey (refund from Car Fund) 13.10
Special Offering taken at Annual Meceting ... 133.69
Refund from Mrs. Shelton .. ...... 6.00
Gift from Miss Ary Shough for car Fund 5.00
Grand total Receipts ... s s 18,213.00
Add Balance—Total cash to $21,176.87
C.S.R. & L.C.A. reported $12,435.04
Disbursements: ~
To Division:
Undirected Pledge to Missions .. $ 8,084.77 $1,196.23
Projects 1,132.07 232.31
Special Memberships ... 965.00 25.00
Conference Work (State 150.00
In Remembrance Gift ... 12.50
gota} gregit on Iileddge 10,344.34 1,453.54
otal Credit on PlEAEE .o st s
Youth Fund ... 185.47 11,797.88
%h'ilciren'sAService Fund . 15.46
'otal on Appropriations .
Week of Prayer 1,533.48 11,008.81
Foreign Supplies 81.86
Home Supplies ... 683.85
Supplementary Gifts . 27.97
Division Cultivation Fund 30.34

Total to DIVISION .o

Other Disbursements:
Administrative EXPENnse ...
Printing and memeographing .
Annual Meeting ..o
Refunds:

281.99

District Cultivation Fund wW.S.C.S 327.15
District Cultivation Fund W.S.G 218.25
Little Rock Methodist Council 131.70
Alcohol Education . 257.85
Student Loan Fund W.S.C. 59.35
Student Loan Fund W.S.G. . 5.00
E. T. W. Special .. o 225.00
Little Rock Methodist Council .

(Negro WOrKer) ... ..o 75.00
To apply on car for Camden

Rural Worker 1,350.00
Gift for Wanda Stahley 50.00
School of Missions ........ 69.50
For Auditing of books 50.00
Spiritual Life Workshop ... 14.05
Gift for Margaret Marshall .. . 50.00
Arkansas Legislative League ... 26.00
Repairs of Station Wagon (V.

[el311 5350 N v 40.00
Jurisdiction Cultivation Fund 364.14
Memorial Record Book 8.87
Bank Charge 1.40

...... . $14,406.11
Other Disbursements 20.75

Total Dishursements ... $19,176.03
Bank Balance Nov. 15, 1950 $2,000.84

Mrs. C. I. Parsons,
Conference Treasurer

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIPS

ARKADELPHIA DISTRICT: Mrs. Arch-
er J. Smith, Hot Springs First Chur'ch.rCh
CAMDEN DISTRICT: Mrs. S. H. Turn-
gl,leLe\KEvilleG: l\érs.Fl\iJary Mulkey, Lewis-
v Mrs. rady ncher, H
M. L. Cook, El Dorado. Waldos Mrs.
HOPE DISTRICT: Adult Life: M
Hesterley, Prescott; Mrs. Ira 'P. rlsiogég'
gf‘a%ﬁ“"c’oﬁérgs' I;I{.‘HC. Phillips, Mrs. E, C.
, e ill; Mrs. B ~
send, Mrs. Anna Jones, Mena’.:ulah Town

LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT: H
Baby: Stephens Boyd Huméhrieso,m}g}:r{
Michael Callahan, Davis_Louis Young
}L\}igt?taeé Wxglhzim‘I Dobbs, . Dorothy Louisé

, George L. Jon
e Srraat es, Jr., Tom Joe Floyd,

PINE . BLUFF DISTRICT:

Honorary

JONESBORO DISTRICT HAS
PRAYER RETREAT

A very helpful and inspiring pray-
er retreat was held in the Hunt-
ington Avenue church in Jones-
boro, for the District WSCS, under
the direction of Mrs. B. B. Lipe,
secretary of Spiritual Life Work.

The theme of the mceting was
“Deepening Our Experience With
God.” The meeting opencd with
soft music and quiet meditation led
by Mrs. Schisler.

There was group participation
and discussion led by Mrs. Lester
Weaver.

A school girl lunch was served
at the noon hour. At the opening
of the afternoon session Rev. John
McCormack was the leader and
speaker, and after a solo and special
music he led the group in a conse-
cration service.

There were fifty ladies present
representing thirteen societies. The
church leaders for the day, Mrs.
Lipe and her committee, deserve
much credit for a helpful day apart.
—Reporter.

HARMONY GROVE HAS
WEEK OF PRAYER
PROGRAM
The WSCS of the Harmony Grove
church, of the Hope District, met
for a Week of Prayer Program on

October twenty-seven.

Mrs. Ed Turner was in charge of
the devotional The first part of
the program was given by Mrs.
G. C. Phillips and a poem by Mrs.
Addie Carter, followed .by prayer.

Inspirational talks were given by
Mrs. R. R. Woolard, Mrs. F. W.
Wardlow, Mrs. B. Drumheller, on
the Home Settlement house, Dea-

coness Retirement Fund, North
African projects, and Pakistan Pro-
jects.

The pastor, Rev. Cleve Gilliam,
gave a talk on prayer and what the
WSCS means to the church. The
dedication of gifts was given in
responsive readings. A nice offer-
ing was received. The meeting
closed with singing, “Blest Be The
Tie That Binds.” The meeting was
an inspiration to all who were
privileged to attend. There was a
very good attendance of members
and visitors.—Reporter.

DR. PEARLE McCAIN VISITS
SPRINGDALE

The Woman’s Society of Christian
Service of the Fayetteville District
met at Springdale in October for a
special meeting, at which time Dr.
Pearle McCain was the principal
speaker.

An offering amounting to $75.00
was given to Dr. McCain for her
work in China. A lovely tea was
given by the Springdale ladies of
the WSCS, for all guests and mem-
bers of the church.—Reporter.

Life: Miss Wanda Stahley, Stuttgart Grand
Avenue. Adult Life: Miss Florence Mc-
Gehee, Pine Bluff First, W. S. G.; Mrs.
B. K. Leake, Keo. Honorary Baby: Anne
Johnson, Sheridan, Atk.; Linda Louise
Knoll, Margaret TLouise John, Jenefer Jane
Moll, Stuttgart Grand Ave.
MONTICELLO DISTRICT:
Baby: Sara Jo Lee, Watson.
BY CONFERENCE: Adult Life: Bishop
Paul E. Martin, Mrs. Rufus Sorrels, Mrs.
T. R. McGuire, Mrs. Robert McCammon,
Mrs. W. F. Bates, Mrs. Leland Primm.
Henorary Baby: Mary Susan McCammon.
Honorary Life: Mrs. R. H. Cole, Mrs.
Fred R. Harrison, Mrs. Neill Hart. Hon-
orary Patron: Mrs. J. P. Carpenter.

MEMORIAL: John F. & Lida D. Taylor.

Honorary
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MEETING OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY M. Y. F.

The Mississippi County M. Y. F.
held its monthly meeting Novem-
ber 13th at the Dell Methodist
Church. Churches represented were
Osceola, Luxora, Blytheville and
Dell. Churches visiting from the
Buffalo Island M. Y. F. were Man-
ila and Black Oak. Approximately
one hundred fifty young people at-
tended.

Each church sent representatives
to the four commissions which held
a twenty-minute discussion with
the counselor. An hour of folk
games, musical game contests, and
singing preceded the serving of re-
freshments.

Rev. Eugene Hall introduced us
to the program by telling us some
ways music helps us to worship.
Shirley Peterson, Maurine Dobbs,
and Margaret Whistle gave the his-
tory of three old hymns and then
led the congregation in singing
them assisted by Miss Virena
Moody at the organ. Vailima Shep-
pard sang the “Lord’s Prayer,” ac-
companied by Mrs. Charles P. Ken-
nett.—Reporter.

CARAWAY METHODIST
CHURCH

The pastor and his wife came to
Caraway more than five months
ago, and we are vecry grateful for
the many blessings that God, and
the people of our church have be-
stowed upon us during this period.
We shall endeavor to give our very
best to God, and the people in Cara-
way in order that the Kingdom of
God may continue to go forward.

Several weeks ago, at the close of
our annual revival, the congregation
gave us one of the largest pound-
ings we have ever received, and
they also gave us money enough to
buy a suit of clothes for the pastor,
and a lovely coat for Mrs. Moore.
Anytime they get ready to do this
again, we are ready.

For the first time in the history
of the Caraway Methodist Church
the following claims were paid in
full by the middle of the Conference
Year: District Superintendent’s Sal-
ary, $98; Bishop’s Fund, $31; Retired
Ministers’ Fund, $252; Conference
Benevolences, $100; Sustentation
Fund, $30; General and Jurisdiction
Fund, $8; November Special for
Hendrix College, $10; District Fund,
$36; School and College, $10; Church
School Rally Day, $10, and other
miscellaneous items.—J. W. Moore,
Pastor.

SOME FINE THINGS GOING
ON IN CHILDREN’S WORK

(Continued from page 5)

point a committee of adults and
children to clean the church each
week (they have no caretaker),
(5) to make small-size chairs for the
children.

Hardly had this training class
ended when a father moved a good
picture of “Jesus and the Children”
from a spot high above the piano
in front of the church to a wall
space in the children’s corner and
hung it ON THE EYE LEVEL of
the CHILDREN; one of the mothers
found a broom and started sweep-
ing down the cobwebs; a father
gathered up the trash and hauled
it away, a mother took an apple box

JONESBORO DISTRICT
NEWS

More than thirty ministers of the
Jonesboro District met at the Leach-
ville Methodist Church, Tuesday,
November 14th, for their third fall
breakfast, and interests concerning
the work of the district. Rev. E. B.
Williams, district superintendent,
was in charge, and Rev. C. C. Bur-
ton was pastor host. The Intermed-
iate Class, sponsored by Mrs. Marie
Kennett, and Mary Lee Bearden,
president of the class, served break-
fast to the ministers in the basement
of the church.

At the close of the breakfast,
Brother Williams called the meet-
ing to order in the beautiful church
auditorium. Rev. Irl Bridenthal, of
Lepanto, led in singing, “O For
A Thousand Tongues to Sing My
Great Redeemer’s Praise,” and the
district superintendent led in the
reading, “Light and Truth,” which
is the forty-fourth Sunday’s lesson.
Rov. H. L. Robinson, of Luxora, led
the prayer.

Rev. Byron MLSpadden, who has
recently becen appointed pastor of
the Trumann Methodist Church, was
introduced to the group. Brother
McSpadden {followed Rev. LeRoy
Henry who is now serving as chap-
lain in the Air Corps.

The leader emphasized the No-
vember  Special for Ministerial
Training and Hendrix College,
which carries financial support for
Hendnrix College and certain young
ministerial students in the several
colleges. Rev. J. W. Moore, of Cara-
way, reported that he had already
sent his special to E. W. Martin,
treasurer.

Onc novel feature which was giv-
en by Brother Williams is that all
pastors were given a list of the
several committees of the District
Conference, and were asked to name
members of their respective dele-
gates to the several committees ac-
cording to their fitness. Two meet-
ings of those several committees
will be held so that all members
may have opportunity for full par-
ticipation in the work of the con-
ference.

All the ministers of the district
were urged to get their reports
ready for District Conference, and
mail them in to Rev. Lyman Barger,
907 Huntington Avenue, Jonesboro,
not later than Tuesday, December
4th, in order that these reports can
be compiled, printed and ready for
the District Conference, which will
meet in Lake Street Church, Blythe-
ville, Wednesday, December 13th.

Rev. Ray McLester, of Joiner, who
is serving his third year as pastor,
invited the ministers of the district
to have breakfast with him and his
church, Tuesday, January 9th, at 8
o'clock. The meeting closed by
singing, “Jesus Lover of My Soul,”
and the benediction was given by
Rev. J. O. Davis of Gosnell.—J. W.
Moore, of Caraway, and Ray Mec-

Lester, of Joiner, Press Representa-
tives.

Peter and the apostles answered,

“We must obey God rather than
men.”—Acts 5:20.

home with her to begin carrying out

the plan of making small chairs
for the children.

NEWS FROM JONESBORO
FIRST CHURCH

A lot 100x150 fecet has been pur-
chased by First Methodist Church,
Jonesboro, for the erection of a new
Methodist church to be called St.
Paul’s Methodist Church. The prop-
erty is located south of Jonesboro in
Wood Brothers Addition. The fol-
lowing were elected as trustees at
the First Quarterly Conference held
Wednesday cvening, November 15:
Roy Sigler, Oscar Melton and
Charles A. Stuck. Homes are now
being secured in south Jonesboro
and workers are being prepared to
start a Sunday School. It is plan-
ned to begin sessions the first week
in January, meeting in the homes.
Many of the older youth have vol-
untcered to work in this mission
church. Next spring a revival
meeting will be held and it is hop-
ed that a building will be erected
on the lot. Other Methodist churches
of Joncsboro have been invited to
help in this project, as a coopera-
tive adventure.

First Church now has tive young
men preparing for the ministry and
two young women preparing for full
time Christian service.

An Adult Fellowship of Study has
been organized in the church, meet-
ing cach Sunday evening at 6:30.
During the past quarter, the Chil-
dren’s Division has also organized
a Sunday evening session which
meets at 6:30. With the Methodist
Youth Fellowship, we are now hold-
ing Sunday evening meetings for
all three divisions of the Church
School. .

The cvening worship service is
well atlended. The altar service
cach Sunday evening has drawn
dozens of people to kneel in prayer.
The main sanctuary of the church
is now f{filled on Sunday morning,
with some people going to the bal-
cony for seats.

A full and active youth program
is carried on. Miss Alice Boone
is the new Youth Director of the
church.

As an outgrowth of the recent
study by the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service and Wesleyan Ser-
vice Guild on “The Rural Pros-
pect,” the Guild has purchased a
Communion Service to be present-
ed to the churches of the Jonesboro
Circuit. They have also offered
the services of a team of women to
be added to the approximately
twelve lay speakers who are now
going out from First Church to
serve on this circuit.

In response to an appeal from
Chaplain Ray D. Seals printed in
the Arkansas Methodist, a large box
of powdered milk, cocoa, hard
candies, etc., is being sent to him
for the Central Orphanage in Kae-
song, Korea, by the Jonesboro First
Church Wesleyan Service Guild.

Rev. John M. McCormack and
Mrs. McCormack, accompanied by
Mr. Marvin Melton as pilot of the
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plane, flew to Anna, Texas, Sunday,
November 26, for a homecoming
service of the church there. Brother
McCormack served the church as
pastor during his seminary days at
Southern Methodist University.

He will be the speaker at the
union Thanksgiving service in Jones-
boro, to be held at the Church of
the Nazarene on November 30 at
10:00 a. m.

Brother McCormack spoke at
Harrison, Ark. on November 22 to
a city-wide meetmg on the subject
of” “The Cross Faces the Sickle—
Shall It Be Praying Hands or
Clenched Fists?”—Reporter.

IMPROVEMENTS MADE AT
TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET
CHURCH

The Twenty-Eighth Street Meth-
odist Church in Little Rock will un-
dergo a “face-lifting” operation next
spring when the entire exterior of
the building will be covered with
permastone.

The membership will engage in a
fund-raising campaign throughout
the winter months and begin the
work with the coming of warm
weather next year. The improve-
ment project is expected to cost ap-
proximately $5,000.

For the raising of the amount

_ needed, scparate drawings of each
‘ outer wall of the church have been

prepared and drawn into squares
representing square feet. These
squares will be “sold” at 85 cents
each, singly or in blocks of any
number. As ‘“sales” are made the
squares will be cancelled until all
have been sold.

The men of the church have been
busily engaged during the summer
months in painting the Sunday
School classrooms. A new sign has
been erected outside and more work
is planned to beautify the interior
of the building. A flagstone walk
has been built connecting the west
door of the annex with the street
sidewalk.

Rev. Clyde T. Parsons is pastor
of the church and James Nolting is
chairman of the Board, of Stewards.
—E. S. Burt.
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GULDuN TEXT:
us, as scroants of Christ and stewards of tie Mmysicrics of
God,s Morcober it 18 requircd of stewards tiat they be

TWIIAT SILALL 1 DO WITH THE GOSPEL?
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 10, 1950

RIAD THE ENTIRE LESSON FROM YOUR BIBLE:
Acts 8:+-8, Acts 18:1-7; 1 Corintitians 9:16-17; Philippiuns

“This is how one should regard

forid trustworthy.” (1 Corinthians 4:1-2)

During our recent sludies we have
been unnhing about the subject of
stewardstup. A couple of sundays
ago we Lhought together about the
stewardship of moncey. Last Sun-
day the subject was the steward-
ship of lile. ‘Today we have for
our consideration the stewardship
of the gospel.

VWhat Is The Gospel?

Our theme today is in the form
of a question—"What Shall I Do
With the Gospel?” Belore trying to
answer this question it might be well
to consider ancther—What is the
gospel anyway? The Bible answers
this questicn for us. In 1 Corin-
thians 15:3-4 Paul, in specaking of
the gospel said, “For I delivered
unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the scrip-
tures; And that he was buried, and
thai he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures.”

The gospcl has been called good
news. It certainly lives up to this
name. There can be no greater
nows than the fact that Christ died
jor our ¢ins. Sin is the world’s
number one problem. It has caused
more trouble in ihe world than all
other forces combined. As far back
as the history of the human family
gocs uwien have been trying to deal
with sin. They ncver succeeded in
solvine the problem. All of their
¢iiorts ruiled even including that
Judiasm. I the cichth chapter of
Tiomans Paul goes on to say, “What
iz law could not do, in that it was
Tosh. God sendine his own Son in
i of sinful fiesh, and for
«n, condemned sin in the flesh:
“hat the richtcousness of God might
H~ {uliilled in us, who walk not
aiier ‘he ilesh but after the Spirit.”

The injunction of the law was, “Do
i3 and Jive,” but man uniided
could nel kcep the law. He was
teo weak in the {lcsh., The injunc-
tion of the gosgel is “Believe this
cnéd live)  The law sought salva-
tign bv works while the gapel
cs that it is by grace. The law
would have man merit salvation.

1 realizes that man can
nover merit selvation and thercfore
sives it to himn freely. Itisnot what
the sinner himself does that brings
roli=f bui hi ceptation throuch
2;ith of that which hes been done
for him by Chrisi. Litile wonder
that the gospel thus understoed
would he called geod news. It is
saivation by grace throuzh faith
ond not o. works. In Romans 5-1
the great Apostle says, “Therefore
wing justified by faith, we have
poace with God through our Lord
Jerus Chrigt”

- %

The gosp

Tha Imporianes of tho Gespel

Tho imnortance cof the gospel is
seen in the fact that it is the hope
of the worid. As stated zbove. sin

is the number onc problem of the
woild. The gospel is the only {ovce
cver discovered by man that could
adequaiely deal with sin.

i Romans 1:16 Paul tells of the
power of the gospcl to deal with
sin. He wrote this letter at a time
when the gospel seemed weak and
insignificant. Not many years be-
fore this time the Founder of the
Christian religion had becn rcjected
by his own pecople; condemned by
the religious leaders of his day; and
nailed to the cross by the Roman
Government. At first the Christian
movement was very small. It was
like a mustard seed. People who
accepted it were ridiculed, but in
spite of all this Paul went on to
say, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ; for it is the power
of God unto salvation to everyone
{hat believeth; to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.”

The gospel has power to trans-
form human lives. It so changes
those who accept it that they come
to hate the things they once loved
and love the things they once hat-
cd: :

“It breaks the power of canceled sin

And sets the captive free;

His blood can make the foulest
clean;

His blood avails for me.”

We are told that human nature
has rernained the same down
through the years. Outside of
Christianity, this is certainly true.
Pcople may be more cultured and
refined now than they once were,
but in the raw they are just as self-
ish as evar, and selfishness is at the
root of most of our trouble. It is
a well-known fact that people
everywhere are either Christ-cen-
tered or self-centered. But when
a person has really and truly ac-
cepted Christ as his Saviour he has
the experience that Paul spoke of
in Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if
any man is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has passed away.
behold, the new has come.”

Paul Emphasized the Gospel

To the mind of Paul the gospel
was the most important thing in all
the world. He was willing to suffer
znd even sacrifice life itself if in
so doing the cause of Christ could
be advanced. He even rejoiced in
his afflictions when he felt that
thoy contributed to making known
the gospel. In Philippians 1:12-18,
“I want vou to know. brethren, that
vhat has happened to me has rea'ly
cerved to advance the gospel.” What
had happened to Pauvl? He was a
prisoner in Rome. He wrote this
letter from the prison. He insisted

that at least three h»'pful thinge had
come from his imprisonment: First,
this gave him a chance to preach

the gospel to the Praetorian guard;
second, other Christians who had
been rather timid and fearful had
been led by his example to preach
the gospel boldly; and third, even
his encmies, thinking to add afflie-~
tion to his bonds, had also preached
the gospel. This latter group had
done it from envy and jealousy but
nonetheless he was rejoicing that
the gospel had been preached.

While in prison Paul was constant-
ly chained to a soldier of the Prae-
torian guard. The soldiers of this
guard ‘took turns in watching Paul.
They changed ploces every six
hours. This gave Paul a chance to
talk to a large number of them
as time went on. He won many
of them to Christ and they in turn
went out to win others. This made
Paul very happy. He thus was
planting the gospel, as he said, in
Caesar’'s household, for these were
the Emperor's special guard.

Example of the Early Christians

In the seventh chapter of Acts
we have the account of the murder
of Stephen who was the first Chris-
tian martyr. The disciples were
being greatly persecuted in Jeru-
salem and the persecution finally
culminated in Stephen's death. This
did not end the persecution but it
became 21l the more intense led by
Saul of Tarsus. He drove the Chris-
tians either underground or out of
Jerusalem. It will be remembered
that he was on his way to Damascus
to carry on his persecution when he
was converted.

In Acts 8:4-8 we have the result
of this scattering of the disciples:
“Now those who were scattered
went about preaching the word.
Philip went down to a city of Sa-
maria, and proclaimed to them the
peopje rcceived Philip’s message
gladly. This was especially true
since his message was accompanied
with many miracles.

It has been truly said that “The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of
the church.,” It certainly proved so
on this occasion. In the place of
the persecution that arose over the
death of Stephen slamping Chris-
tianity out it cause it to spread and
grow. The disciples went every-
where preaching the gospel.

In those days all were preachers.
There was not such a distinction be-
tweened the ordained and the un-
ordained as we have now. This
condition led to a rapid growth in
the movement. All Christians felt
the responsibility of making the
gospel known to otkers. It is true
that most of their preaching was
in the form of testimony. People
simply went abcut telling what
Christ had done for them. A state-
ment concerning this period was
made in Revelations: “They won
cut by the blood of the Lamb and
the word of their testimony.” They
all felt that they were stewards of
a great truth. The world was rot-
ting in sin and they had found a
remedy for sin. This made them
debtors to all who had not heard
the good news. ’

Our Rerpansibility For
Preaching the Gospel
) We *0o are responsible for preach-
ing the gospel in our day. The
world is still in great need ot an
a_dequate remedy for sin. We are
debtnars to all who have not acceo*:
ed Christ as Saviour and Lord. We
have the remedv that will cure the
ills of thic world, To withho'd it
at a ‘ime like this not only becomes
un-Thristian but inhuman.
Al are opreachers whether they
want to admit it or not. We preach

!

by deed as well as word. In fact
the preaching by word, regardless
of how eloquent it may be, does but
little good unless it is backed up
by a consecrated life. Our sermons
are our lives. Edgar Guest was
right when he said:

“I'd rather see a4 sermon

Than to hear one anyday;

r'd rather you would walk with ne
Than merely point the way.”

We must never forget that the
Christian’s life is the sinner's
Bible. The sinner will not take
time to read the Bible. He is too
busy with the things of this world.
But as he passes along the way he
will read the Christian’s life. In
his own heart he has certain ideals
which he has never put into prac-
tice but which are there nonethe-
less. He measures the Christian's
life by those ideals. If the profess-
ed follower of Christ falls too far
short, then the sinner is hurt. If, on
the other hand, the Christian lives
up to his profession, the sinner is
helped. Such example may finally
lead him to accept Christ. It was
said of the carly disciples, “They
took knowledge of them that they
had been with Jesus.” There was
something about these people that
reminded sinners of the Lord. So
it must be with us if our lives are
to count for much in building the
Kingdom of God.

The Lord is depending upon us
to make known the way of salva-
tion to others. Not only are we to
live congecrated lives before thein,
but we must never fail to lift our
voices for his cause. Many seem
to be ashamed to speak up fur the
i.ord. Let them remember tha!
Christ himself has said that if they
are ashamed of Him before this
wicked and. adulterous generation

Ie will be ashamed of themn before
the Father and the angels. Somg
are like the man who was going
away to visit a certain community
where the people were noted for
their worldliness. His friends told
him that these people would make
it hard on him as a Christian. When
iie returnad they asked him how he
riode out. He replied, “Fine, they
did not find out I was a Christian.”
The world is drifting in the wrong
direction now because too many pro-
tessed Christians are so weak in
their lives and so timid in their
testimony for Christ that others do
not even find out that thcy profess
to be Christians at all.

May God help all of us to realize
that we are stewards of the gospel.
We have this great blessing to share
with others. We only fully keep
it for ourselves as we give it to oth-
ers.
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