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4h] The Real Adwvance B

By DR. E. HAROLD MOHN

Executive Director of Advance for Christ and His Church

ETHODISM has advanced to new posi-
tions. That is a consecrvative statement.

The Advance for Christ and His Church

is so rapid and universal that Methodist
Churches and their leaders who are busy about
many other things while the procession moves
on, will soon find themselves not only out of
step but out of sight. It is demonstrated once
more that when Mecthodism makes up its mind
and mobilizes its forces to move forward, it
moves.

This is exactly our position at the end of the
first nine months of intensive promotion of The
Advance. As a witness of actual progress, dollar
figures are utterly inadequate. We may indicate
universal interest in terms of dollar goals ac-
cepted by conferences and churches, but even
when these askings are exceeded it is only a
partial measure of what .has happened in the
life of our great church.

Spiritual Progress Central

We must repeat again that the Preaching and
Teaching Mission is our Number One objective. .
The endeavor to awaken the spiritual life of
Methodism is first and central. Our far flung
Missionary program that reaches every corner
of the globe as well as the total benevolence
enterprise sponsored by our eleven general
boards and agencies will endure and become in-
creasingly cffective provided only that the warm
heart of our Methodist millions is re-vitalized
spiritually and that increasing knowledge and
faith eventuate in deep conviction that God in
Christ calls us to be His witnesses everywhere
and at all times.

Revival of Faith

Why believe in God? Can Modern civiliza-
tion become Christian? What is the business of
the Church? These are primary questions asked
on every campus in America today. Millions of
young people who are the leaders of tomorrow
request and require sincere and intelligent re-
plies from Christian churches. We have the
answer.

. The Mass Meetings

~The seventy-eight Mass Meetings, now in
progress across America, are an attempt to en-
gage the entire leadership of Methodism in that
enterprise. These meetings will inspire and in-
struct at least 100,000 of our leaders to deepen
their own faith and to help millions of Christ’s
followers to satisfy the hunger of their hearts.

1. The central theme of these Mass Meet-
ings, there will be at least two in each episcopal
area, is “Our Faith.” This may be the first time
we have tried it on a nation-wide scale, but the
working community is to be offered a Com-
munion Service at 6:30 in the morning. This
carly morning Communion Service represents
Methodism’s pristine concern for the common
man.

2. The Christian family is of no less im-
portance. The forenoon session of these Nlass
Meectings considers the question of “Rearing Our
Children in the Christian Faith.” Is there any ’
parent, church school teacher, or public school
servant in our churches who does not need to
face that issue?

3. At noon these Mass Meetings offer an
opportunity, around the luncheon table, to hear
from great Methodist leaders about our duty as
church members to believe in and bring in the
Kingdom of God on earth. Our Faith here needs
to be measured by the Faith of Our Lord in the
coming of The Kingdom of Righteousness.

4, Do you want to know how The Advance
Program operates in the Local Church? Are you
interested in how “Our Faith” booklets can be
used in the home, in the church, its groups and
classes, and in private study? The afternoon
session of these Mass Meetings is an open forum
for this discussion.

5. And for the young people, of high school
and college age, just ready to launch out on
their own, there is a dinner meeting at 6:30
P. M. for them. They will be challenged to make
their lives a witness for Christ and instructed
how to do it. Youth leaders and their counsellors

.

will crowd these tables of Christian Fellowship
and service.

6. Then comes the climax, the night meet-
ing from 8:00 to 9:30 P. M. Two great messages
by chosen messengers, in most cases bishops,' to
lift us to new levels of belief in “The Christian
Conception of The Worth of Man” and “Qur
Faith in Christ.”

Our Faith Booklets

They are here. They may not be here to-
morrow for those who neglect purchasing them
today. Because these sets of eight booklets on
“Our Faith” are being offered and shipped so
rapidly that the supply miay be exhausted be-
for the Mass Mecetings are over, unless we have
a reprint of a second edition.

Within ten days after the Faith booklets
were on the market, nearly 5,000 pastors had
ordered 210,000. Orders range from a few sets
for small churches to 1000 sets for large ones.

DR. E. HAROLD MOHN

For the next eight months millions of Meth~
odists will be studying, meditating about, and
discussing our Faith in God, in Christ, in the
Bible, in Prayer, in Immortality, in the Holy
Spirit, in Love, in The Kingdom of God. Can
that enterprise be taken seriously by the mem-
bership of a great church and nothing happen?
Pastors will be inspired and inspire their people
with a vital message. Leaders will be lifted to
new levels of courage and dedication. Parents
and children will have a new basis of under-
standing and conversation in the home.

What a day for Methodists to learn and live
their Christian Faith before the world!

From Faith To Works

We did it in The Crusade. We are doing it
in The Advance. Because Our Faith is work-
ing and increasing, the Advance is advancing.
Just as coming events cast their shadows before
them, so spiritual expectation across the church

“heralds a new day in Christian service and

benevolence. Already there is a fresh eagerness.
in the response of Conferences and churches to
respond to Christ’s call—“follow me” and “inas-
much as ye have done it to the least of these
ye have done it unto me.”

Financial Phase

_ 'Wor.ld Service increase reached nearly 30%
in its first year. The Week of Dedication, which
is a blend of the spiritual and financial aspects
of The Advance exceeded expectations in its
first observance, last March 13th to 20th. In
60% of our charges many thousands rededicated
themselves at the altars. Hundreds were con-
verted and thousands were received into the
church. At the end of that week, out of their
love for Christ, with no quotas suggested, these
re-consecrated followers of our ILord voluiltarily
gave $92§,OQO in a Dedication Offering for emer-
gency missionary needs around the world. That

observance will be repecated March 5 to 12, 1950
and we hope and pray it will continue annually
into the long future. It must never become a
money collecting event but always a spiritual
experience that eminates in voluntary gifts of
love that flow out of normal religious impulse
and devotion.

‘The third aspect of the Financlal Phase of
the Advance is Missionary Specials. Once more
the signs point toward unexcelled achievement.
The Spirit is moving the whole church to ac-
cept its challenge for enlarged missionary giv-
ing at home and abroad, in addition to basic
World Service needs. The Kingdoms of the
world can become the Kingdom of our Lord in
no other way.

Therefore 106 of our Annual Conferences
have “looked upon the fields” of our World
Parish and accepted responsibility for adding
$20,799,174 in ‘“Missionary Specials,” payable
during this quadrennium. This amount was not
suggested by the General Conference nor by The
Advance Committee. It was assumed out of
love for Christ and Knowledge of World Need
by the ‘Annual Conference of Methodism.

Will our 41,000 local churches accept this re-
sponsibility also, and support a program of over
20 million dollars in Advance Specials? We be-
lieve they will? Already we have heard from
1735 churches in 44 districts of 11 Annual Con-
ferences. These churches have accepted specific
fields and pledged their support in the amount
of $2,105,094. Many other districts and hundreds
of additional churches have accepted the finan-
cial support of “specials” which they have not
yet had opportunity to select. But these figures
mean that less than 5% of our churches and
8% of our districts have already assumed re-
sponsibility for more than 10% of the total goals
set by our Annual Conferences.

The figures themselves are not as significant
as the deeper fact they reveal. What they say to
us is an eloquent testimony of Methodism’s spirit
of faith and love. They say simply this: “In our
local churches we will endeavor to accept and
exceed the goals set for us by our Annual Con-
ferences.” Once more, that is witnessing fpr
Christ, in voluntary response to His call \'vit}"un
our hearts. And as a concluding and convincing
testimony of that spirit look at these figures.
In the {first eight months of The Advance, 52,-
677,893 were received in cash for special mis-
sionary projects, in addition to World Service
giving. And this has been done before ‘the
growing program of The Advance has had time
to reach more than a small percentage of our
churches in terms of cash remittances.

Looked at in another way the figures say
this: World Service reached a new high—$7,-
672,339. The Woman’s Society, with its own Ad-
vance Program reached a new high—$5,580,373.
The Week of Dedication and the Woman’s So-
ciety Week of Prayer received $1,325,000. Add
the specials for missionary enterprises and the
grand total rises to more than 17 million dollars.

This is advancing! In a year when the nation’s
economy was retreating it is a real advance. It
means more than the giving of money by Meth-
odists. It means they are giving themselves.

It is this kind of consecration and steward-
ship that will move forward from Crusade to
a complete conquest of the World for Christ and
His Church. B

A PRAYER

“O Holy Christ! draw us after Thee. We are
weak, and if Thou dost not draw us, we cannot
follow Thee. Give us a strong and willing spirit,
and when the weakness of the flesh appears, let
Thy grace go on before us, accompany and fol-
low us. For without Thee we can do nothing,
least of all, suffer a cruel death for Thy sake.
Grant a willing spirit, a fearless heart, true faith,
steadfast hope, perfect love, that for Thy sake we
may, with patience and joy, surrender our life.
Amen.”—A Prayer of John Hus.
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FROM THE BCOKSHELF

Enough people praying cnough will
release into the human blood stream
the mightiest medicine in the uni-
verse, for we shall be the channels
through whom God can exert His
infinite power . . .

Prayer is powerful, but it is not the
power of a sledge hammer that
crushes with one blow. It is the
power of sun rays and rain drops
which bless, because there are so
many of them . ..

One hundred million prayers falling
upon our world leaders every day
will grip these men with a sense of
sacred responsibility, a divine love
of humanity, and a great hunger
and thirst to look up to God and
receive His plan . ..

Secret prayers for others all during
the day is an acid test of our un-
selfishness . . .

Missionaries are better prepared
than government diplomats to meet
and lift the neediest people . . .

Evangelical Christianity is lost un-
less it discovers that the center and
power of its divine service is prayer,
not sermons; God, not the preach-
er...

People listen to each other a million
times before they listen to God
once . . .

PRAYER—Frank C. Laubach

“SPECTATORITIS”

Read Isaiah 58:3-5.

E. O. Harbin, dean of Christian
recreation leaders, wages a cease-
less battle on the disease he calls
spectatoritis. Its symptoms: a pref-
erence for watching fun rather than
having it, a desire to cheer the team
rather than play the game.

The diseuase is spreading. Church-
manship has become a pleasant spec-
tator sport, too.

If you are reading this you prob-
ably go to church quite regularly.
So what? Has college life put you
into a little niche of fevered activ-
ity, well insulated from that Sun-
day school just off campus that is
so in need of a teacher for a class
of sharp intermediates? Does your
high school chorus claim so much
of your time that you are not will-
ing to share an hour that is left
with your church’s choir? Do you
attend your youth fellowship meet-
ings without ever wondering who
arranged the chairs and hymnals
so nedtly, who planned the pro-
gram? Do you listen to your min-
ister’s sermons without hearing,
thinking or caring? Do you never
read; do you never wonder; do you
never try to understand? Could you
be sick, too?

For your prayer this morning link
your thoughts to God’s . . . Think
about your church . . . its purpose
... its potential . . . its needs, Think
about yourself . .. your abilities . . .
your trained mind . .. your time ...
your money . . . your strength.

Start today to answer your prayer.

Read Isaiah 58:6-8.

—Charles Loney in Power

The most dangerous members of
our society are those grown-ups
whose powers of influence are adult,
but whose motives and responses
are infantile.—H. A. Overstret, Ma-
ture Mind. (Norton)

REV. ROY . BAGLEY, Editor
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TO BE A PILGRIM

He who would valiant be
’Gainst all disaster,

Let him in constancy
Follow the Master.
There’s no discouragement
Shall make him once relent
His {irst avowed intent
To be a pilgrim.

Who so beset him round

With dismal stories,

Do but themselves confound—
His strength the more is.

No foes shall stay his might;
Though he with giants fight,
He will make good his right

To be a pilgrim.

Since, Lord, Thou dost defend
Us with thy Spirit,

We know we at the end
Shall life inherit.

Then, fancies, flee away!
Ill fear not what men say,
I'll labor night and day

To be a pilgrim.

—John Bunyan
No. 265
The Methodist Hymnal
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MARCHING ORDERS FOR A NEW

“Behold I make all things new.”
Rev. 21:5.

How well I remember the day
four years ago when I received that
most important piece of paper, my
orders to return home from serv-
ice in the Southwest Pacific. These
were my orders for a new day; a
document which literally made all
things new . After being a part of
military objectives with a long-
range plan, I prayed that in the
new day of peace there might be
long-range planning to make all
peoples one spiritually and political-
ly. After more than four years we
are not so confident that such plan-
ning existed. f

But thanks be to God, Methodism
in its march from “crusade to con-
quest” does have such planning
which is for all of us marching
orders for a new day. We advance
in every phase of our spiritual life,
or we do not advance at all. There
must be inner convictiqns and re-
ligious foundations for every part
of this program, or it cannot in
reality achieve its ends. Our lead-
ers do not call us to restore old
things that were, but to “make all
things new.” Just as the approach
of D-day for an invasion stepped up
the activity in every department of
the military establishment, so the
approach of each successive phase
of the “Advance” will step up the
activity in every part of our in-
dividual and church lives. This is
certainly true of the preparations
which must be made in our devo-
tional and spiritual life.

There will always be those who
are more concerned with restoring
old things than with building new.
After the American Revolution some
wanted to restore the old colonial
ties with England, but another group
cried, “Let’s not restore anything.
Let’s march forward to something
new.” Today the leaders of our

DAY
Advance are saying, “Let’s make
something new. Let’s make a live-
able world based on the teachings
of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” There are some like the
British cartoon character Colonel
Blimp, to whom the problems of
world reconstruction are nothing
more than the tasks of rearranging
the room precisely as it was before
last night’s wild party. But we

want something new. We want to
say with Omar Khayyam:

“Ah love, could you and I with
him conspire

To grasp this sorry scheme of
things entire.

Would not we -shatter it to bits—
and then

Remold it closer to the heart’s de-
sire.”

We often find ourselves dream-
ing and saying, “Wouldn't it be
wonderful if there were some sure
cure for all the things which ail
the world? If we could just dis-
cover a serum to purify the blood-
stream of all the world.” Then we
realize that there is and has been
all the time. The central note of
these marching orders for a new
day—this advance on all fronts—
is an old, old story, the story of
Jesus and his love. It is reported
that Clemenceau said to Woodrow
Wilson during the Peace Conference
at Versailles: “Oh, Wilson you talk
like Jesus Christ.”” We must ad-
vance until that day when we can
have men in every important de-
liberative body in the world who
talk like Jesus Christ, .

Our gravest problem is not an
atomic bomb, but it is Adamic men
not the new atom but the Adam.
And the solution is not in the new
physics but in the old Gospel. How
this message needs to regain cen-
trally in our education, but most
of all it needs to be central once
more in our lives. A world which
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PRAYER IFCR THE WEEK

O God, Thou hast led Thy chil-
dren in ages past. Thou hast been
near to them and sustained them.
Thouw art out front leading us to-

“day. Thou hast not been captured

by the past. Give us a vision that
makes us look forward to find Thee
as Thou art leading us on. Give
us grace that we-may have strength
to follow that wvision. Bring to
Thy Church a rencwed sense of the
destiny that is bejore her. Bring to
Thy children a new sense of their
worth and their ability to serve
Thee and each other. Accept our
prayer of gratitude for all Thy bless-
ings to us. OQur deepest gratitude
comes as we think of Thy gift to
us in Jesus Christ Thy Son, Our
Lord. Take away our discourage-
ment and send us forth with the
will to advance for Christ and His
Church. Amen.

REACHING FOR A BETTER
WORLD

A LITANY OF PRAISE AND
PLEDGE

For thy good gift to us of those
who through the ages have dreamed
and labored for a more just and
brotherly world,

We praise thee, O God, and bless
thy name.

For the channels through which
their unfulfilled dream has come
down to us, for its rebuke to our
seli-seeking and its power to lift
our eyes to the wider vista of thy
delayed will,

We praise thee, O God, and bless
thy name.

To the enlarging fulfillment of
thy purpose and theirs who Jhave
gone before us,

We pledge thee, O God, the near-
ly matured lives of some of us and
the maturing lives of others of our
family group.

To a strenuous and intelligent
taking hold of the good things un-
dertaken and only partly carried
through in our neighborhood and
our world,

We pledge thee, O God, all that
we are and hope yet to be. Amen.

~—The Christian Herald

For 1500 years the great wall of
China stood unconquered. One day
by the gate, a guard was drunk,
and a simple, harmless-looking
shepherd came along and engaged
him in conversation, corrupted and
bribed him. The guard left the gate
a moment, it was thrown back and
hordes of barbarians poured in.
They could not overcome China by
bringing force against the wall, but
they gained entrance through one
man who was weak—Dr. Nerman
Vincent Peale, Guideposts, (Pren-
tice-Hall)

It would be a great thing for this
world if truth and honesty were ad-
vertised as much as cigarettes and
cosemtics.—Ray D. Everson, Ind.
Farmers Guide.

is more afraid of atomic energy than
it is of the eternal consequences of
sin  cannot successfully advance
from crusade to conquest. This then
is our marching order for the new
day—move toward this new day
with.the old, old story in our hearts
and lives.—Alfred A. Knox.
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TIE MITCHELL FAMILY
In 1894, at the District Conference held at

Center Point, Arkansas, Charlie Hughes, Arthur

Ilyalt and I were licensed to preach. Dr. Mit-
chell, of Chapel Hill, Arkansas, was a delegate
to that Coniecrence, and after the meeting was
over spoke to us with great enthusiasm about
our future work. His wife was a girthood friend
of my‘mother. She and my mother lie buried
today in the same cemetery in Chapel Hill.
After that T was associated with Dr. Mitchell’s
son, Charles, at Hendrix College, where we
were ‘both ministerial students. A little later
Charlic went to Oklahoma to begin his ministryj
Ther(: I found him when I was appointed to St
{_.uke's Church in Oklahoma City, and for four—.
een years we were associated in the work
West' Oklahoma Conference. The friendshic;))f {)};?
gun in Arkansas grew stronger and stronger in
Qkiahoma as the years went on. I held a meet-
mg_fcr him at Martha and there became ac-
quainted with his family. Two of his boys be-
came pxjeachcrs, the older son, Charles, now
located in Socorro, New Mexico. Anothe,r son
Paul, a_fter an outstanding career at Southerri
%I%thold:st Ur}ﬁiversity, where he received his
.D. degree, turned issi i
fa e, to missionary work as his
About that time I entertained the Fast Okla-
homa Conference at Boston Avenue Church
Tulsa, where I was serving as pastor. At m};
request, Paul and his father were guests in our
-parsonage home. It was a delightful fellowship.
'I)‘hc‘three' of us talked much together about
Paul’s desire to give his life to missionary work
through our church in Cuba. ’
We had been talking for some time at Boston
Avgnue about a missionary representative, and
while Conference was in session I saw to i’g that
many of 'the church leaders, especially those in-
terested in missions, had an opportunitv to meet
Paul and feel his spirit. After he left ftook the
matter up }Vith our Board of Missions through
our logal missionary committec. Very soon plans
were drawn up to appoint him as representative
of Bo;ton Avenue Church in our missionary
work m'Havana, Cuba. There for seven years
he happlly and efficiently served our church
coming each summer, at the request of the pas-’
tor, to report on his work and preach inspiring-
ly r}clj our congregation. *
his  happy relation continued i i
fathgr’s ill health, and that of other ur?grlnble?i
of his family, made it necessary for him to re:
turn to t'he United States. His duty in the matter
was plain and heartily approved by the pastor
and the local missionary committee of Boston
Avenue Church. He made a splendid record as
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NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT FACTS AND FOLKS
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FPLEV. S. R. TWITTY writes {rom Fordyce:
E.\ “Iave been in bed at home in Fordyce for
more than a year. Would appreciate visils and
letters {from friends.”

ITORD comes that Rev. Irl Bridenthal is now

at home at Lepanto and Mrs. Bridenthal is

in the Mecthodist Hospital, Room 229, Memphis,

Tenn. Brother Bridenthal is back in his pulpit
and in charge of his work.

I"{ISS PEARLE McCAIN, president of Bible
Vli. Teachers Training School, Nanking, China,
who is enroute home is on health leave. She
sailed from Shanghai aboard the S. S. General
Gordon on Scptember 25th. The boat is expected
to reach San Francisco on October 12.

HE new organ of the Gardner Memorial

Church, North Little Rock. was dedicated
on Sunday afternoon, Oclober 9, with Dr. C. M.
Reves, distriet superintendent, giving the dedi-
catory address. He was assisted in the dedication
by Rev. Arthur Terry, pastor of Asbury Church,
Little Rock. The orgen was dedicated tc the
memory of George F. James, who was a member
of Gardner Memorial at the time of his death.

YHE BULLETIN of the Men’s Bible Class of
the Fordyce Mecthodist. Church carries the
following item: “The past ycar has scen another
year of high attendance. Five thousand, four
hundred and forty-onc men attended our class
during the year. That is an average of 105 per
Sunday.” J. Willard Clary has scrved as teacher
of this*class for the past seventcen and a half
years.

) ERTIL. ARVIDSON of Stockholm, son of

Bishop and Mrs. Theodor Arvidson, is one
of three secretarics to the Swedish delegation
to the current session of the Assembly of the
United Nations. Mr. Arvidson has been employed
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Stockholm,
while at the same time completing requirements
for his law degrce. With his wife he will be
housed at the Swedish Consulate-General in
New York for the next two months.

3 EV. ALFRED H. FREEMAN, pastor oi the

First Methodist Church, Wichita Falls. Texas,
writes: “Rev. J. M. Hamilten of Hope, Arkansas,
was the guest speaker at the Jcthedist Men’s
Club meeting of the First Methodist Church,
Wichita Falls, Texas, on the evening of October
5. He spoke to more than twoe hundred men and
held them spellbound for the entire meeting.
Truly he is one of the great after dinner speakers
of our church. All of the people here in Wichita
Falls appreciated his humor and his inspiration.”

ZRS. W. L. RUSSELL writes from Glen Rose,
JE Texas: “We have bought a home here and
moved in on October 3. We think we are going
to be very happy here. Glen Rose is {ifty miles

e

an active missionary and our church was proud
of their representative.

Since his return to the States he has served
suburban churches in various capacities. His last
appointment was at Noble, Oklahoma, where he
was much beloved. He came to see me early
last fall about publishing a book of my sermons.
(He had alrecady had published scveral books of
his own in Spanish, as well as the English
language). I told him I would be glad to col-
laborate with him in a piece of work like that,
and after a distinct understanding with each
other, the work was progressing in a very satis-
{actory way.

In the meantime, broken in health, I had
moved to Tulsa to be near our children, and
was awaiting with deep interest the first issue
of the book. Then bad news came. At a Sunday
School picnic, August 12th, held at a lake one
mile from Noble, where he was pastor, a little
girl fell into the lake. In attempting to rescue
her, they were both drowned. All of his friends
were shocked and grieved beyond cxpression.
None felt more deeply his loss than I. He leaves
a mother, two brothers and a sister. Thus, after
this tragedy, I am bereft of three gencrations. I
am proud to have known the Mtichell family,

southwest of Ft. Worth and is a hcalth resort
with artesian water. We have visitors here all
the time to drink the waler and some to take
the baths. Our home is convenient to town and
church. Mr. Russell is much better than he has
been for two years.” Brother Russell is a re-
tired member of the North Arkansas Confer-
ence.

T JIMEOGRAPH ILLUSTRATIONS, {formerly
J.V released from 150 Fifth Avcnue, New York
City, to a list of ministers ordering them at a
service charge of $1.00 per year, arc now being
issued by the World Scrvice Agencies, 740 Rush
Street, Chicago, Illinois. These are line illustra-
tions printed four on one side of an 8% x 11"
sheet, together with suggested captions, so that
the local church may transfer these by mimeo-
graph stylus to usc in the church bulletin, parish
paper, or for church school lesson usc. They
are mailed bi-monthly.

THISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN announced last
b veeck the following changes in appointinents
in the North Arkansas Confcrence, cffective
December 1: Rev. Joel Cooper, Acting Exccutive
Scerctary, North Arkansas Conference Town and
Couniry Commission; Rev. J. Clarcence Wilcox,
pastor Mountain Home Parish; Rev. J. E. Linam,
pastor Swifton-Alicia; and Rev. Vann Hooker,
pastor Massard-Barling, Fort Smith. Brother
Cooper, pastor at Mountain Home Parish since
1945, will succeed Rev. Glenn Sanford who was
recently named to the staff of the Division of
Home Missions and Church Extension, General
Board of Missions, to direct the Town and Coun-
try Scction of that Division. Brother Cooper was
elected by the Town and Country Commission
at a meeting held in North Little Rock, Wednes-
day, October 5. Last summer he was named by
Emory University as one of the South’s out-
standing rural ministers of the vear for his work
in the Mountain Home Perish.

DR. ROWE IN THE LITTLE ROCK
CONIERENCE

Dr. Gilbert T.  Rowe of the Duke University
School of Theology will spend two weeks in the
Little Rock Conference, beginning at Camden,
Sunday, November 13th, and at Hope the Sun-
day following. He will offer the course on “The
Meaning of Methodism” at both places.

SPECIAL SERVICE AT WINFIELD

A special Sunday evening service will be
held at Winfield Church, Little Rock, on the
evening of October 16. Rev. D. L. Dykes, Jr.,
pastor of Central Methodist Church. Fayvetteville.
will preach and Richard Greer will be guest
soloist and song leader. Mr. Greer is known
internationally as Kiwanis song leader and has
a gospel song radio program {ive days a week.

Bishop Paul E. Martin will be present and
will give the dedication prayer for the prayer
chapel.

]
THE METHODIST C}HLDHENiS HOME
CELEBRATES ITS GOLDEN JUBILEE

The Methodist Children’s Home, formsrly
the Arkansas Mecthodist Orphanage, 1s Now fifty
vears old. Organized in 1899, it has passed
through various stages of developm_en‘t and
growth and is now located in new buildings at
2002 South Filmore Street, in Little Rogk.

In commemoration of the fifticth anniversary
of its organization, the Home will have an In-
formal Open House to its {riends over the stathe
from 5:00 p. m. to 6:00 p. m OCt(_)bCI‘ 17.
This will be the date of the state W}do mas§
meeting in the interest of the ADVANCE, calklzc‘
by Bishop Martin and his cabinets. There will
be time for all who will to run out and visit
our mew buildings between the close of the
afternoon meeting and the evening service at
the Auditorium.

All friends of the Home in Little Rock and
over the state are invited to attend and be en-
tertained in our new Home—J. S. M. Cannon.
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BISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN
Little Rock, Ark.
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BISHOP CLARE PURCELL
Birmingham, Ala.

DR. MATT L. ELLIS
Conway, Ark.

Mass Meeting, Little Rock, October 17

Little Rock Monday, October 17, will likely be the most outstanding

L assembly ever held by the Methodists of the two Conferences in

Arkansas. The attendance upon a meoting held Tast January under

terrible weather conditions was a demonstration of the inteiest of our
people in the program of our Church.

The great rally on Monday, October 17, which is one of a series of
similar meetings being conducted across the United States, will help us to
gain complete information regarding one of the most constructive and far-
reaching programs cver planned by a Chureh. Outstanding lcaders and
speakers will inspire and challenge us. Ample time will be given for
questions and discusyion. The morning and afternoon sessions will bo held
mn Iirst Church. At noon there will be a luncheon at the Marion Hotel.
The Young People will have a banquet at 5:39 p. m. in the Lafaycttc Hotel.
The night meeting will be held at Robinson Memorial Auditorium, when
we expeet to have the lwrgest gathering of Methodists ever assembled
in this state for a single sorvice. The day +hould be a never-to-be-forgotten
time for Arkansas.

”TFF“HE Advance for Christ and His Church Mass Meceeling to be held in

—DBI51ICT PAUL E. MARTIN

ADVANCE MASS MEETING PROGRAM
Little Rock, Arkansas
October 17, 1949
Birhop Paul E. Martin, Presiding
Morning Session — Tirst Methodist Church

10:00 a. m.
10:30 a. m.

Worship Service, Bishop Martin

Pancl Discussion, Rev. James S. Upton

“The Study Of Our Faith In The Church School”
“The Women and The Advance,” Mrs. Charles Mead

Lunchcon, Marion Hotel
Address  “India—Mcthodism’s
Dana Dawson

11:15 a. m.

12:20 p. m.

Great Opportunity”, Bishop

Afternoon Session — TFirst Methodist Church

The Laymen’s Part in The Advance, Dr. Matt L. Ellis
(a) Making Missionary Special A Personal Project

(h) We Study Cur Faith

The Pastor and The Advance, Dr. Guy Hicks

(a) Prcaching on Our Faith

(b) Dirceting The Organization in The Local Church
(c¢) Discussion “The Faith” Booklets

Ldjournment

Youth Banouel (Lafayette Hotel)

“The Claims of The Faith on Youth”
Rev. D. L. Dykes, Jr., Speaker

2:30 p. m.

3:15 p. n.

4:30 p. m.
5:30 p. m.

Evening Scssion — Robinson Memorial Auditorium

7:30 p”m. DMass Meeting Assembly

Song Service, led by Mr. Richard Greer ¢
Choir under direction of Mr. John H. Summers
Accompanists, Mrs. Everett Bowman, Mrs. John H. Sum-

mers

Address, “Our Faith in Christ,” Bishop Dana Dawson

Address’ “The Christian Conception of The Worth of Man,”
Bishop Clare Purcell

S i

MRS. CHARLES MEAD
Omaha, Nebraska

0 4
L

REV. D, L. DYKES, JR.
Fayetteville, Ark.

BISHOP DANA DAWSON
Topeka, Kansas

DR. GUY HICKS
Sh(eveport, La.

e s g 2

REV. JAMES S. UPTON
Conway, Ark.
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INDIA — BRIGHTEST SPOT IN ASIA

By E. STANLEY JONES

(There is probably no living
Methodist who knows more about
India than Dr. E. Stanley Jones. A
missionary to India since 1907, Dr.
Jones lknows intimately the prob-
lems, the conditions, and the prob-
able future of the course of Chris-
tian Missions in India. During these
many years of his service to the
Kingdom in India he has contributed
richly of himself and no little of
what Christian Missions has accom=-
plished in India this century can
be traced divectly or indirectly to
his leadership.

Dr. Jones is in great demand as
a preacher and lecturer. His many
books are known to Christians
everywhere. The ARKANSAS
METHODIST is proud to present
this article written by Dr. Jones
especially for this Advance for
Christ Edition.)

IIEN I choose the above
caption many will look
at it in surprise. IHas the

news not been of riots
and mass murders and general up-
set?

True, but thcy belong to just-
around-the-corner. For India has
turned the corner. She has met the
worst and’ is still intact. She has
met zboul six converging catastroph-
es—a revolutionary war, a civil war,
two major operations when a por-
tion of India was taken off in the
northwest and another portion in
the east and made into Pakistan, a
transfer of 10,000,000 population
into murders attending the transfer,
and then the tragic death of the
father of the country, Mahatma
Gandhi. All these converged into a
few months. This convergence would
have broken a weaker nation. The
fact that India was able to stand
shows she can stand anything. The
worst has been met and conquered.

In the midst of this turmoil she
has had time and poise enough to
pass very significant legislation and
accomplish very significant things.
(1) She has amalgamated the 562
Native States into India proper and
has done it almost bloodlessly. To
be able to pension off autocratic
princes and merge their States with
India and to do it bloodlessly and
within eight months of Independ-

ence was a near miracle. No one, not
even the Congress leaders, could
have believed it could be done. (2)
The Constitution of New India for-
bids the discriminations based on
caste and has made them punish-
able by fine and imprisonment.
(3) Monogamy has been made the
law of the land, and polygamy il-
legal. (4) Women now inherit equal-
ly with the men. (5) There is in
process in every Province legislation
which will do away with the land-
lord system and give the land to the
peasants. (6) New public works are
under way which will bring millions
of acres into cultivation through
irrigation and will furnish electri-
city to the villages. This new India
is alive.

In regard to Christian missions
there has been put into the Consti-
tution ‘“the right to profess, prac-
tice and propagate one’s religion.”
We never dreamed this would be
guaranteed by the Constitution.
Two hundrgd amendments were re-
jected by the government—amend-
ments which sought to nullify the
word “propagate.” The word “pro-
pagate” was left in largely because
the Christians wanted it. One non-
Christian member of the Constitu-
tional Assembly said in the debate:

- “The Christians want this because

it is an inherent part of their faith
to share it” .

This opens the way for Christian
missions in a way Wwe have never
had it opened before. And our Chris-
tian faith will be needed now as
never before. One prominent Con-
gressman, not a Christian, said as
chairman of a meeting: “Our
problem is now different. Hitherto
it was to gain independence. Now
it is to retain independence. To re-
tain it we must have character.
There is no doubt that the impact of
Christ upon human nature creates
miracles of changed character. As
such we welcome that impact.”
There is the great future necessity—
character. Christ produces character.

I congratulate your Conferences
that you have as your responsibility
a part of this new India. and especi-
ally because you have Gujarat, for
Gujarat has produced a very fine
type of Christian and is a very
fertile field. Give it your best.

ABOVE:
Learning to read in the W. F. M. S. School in Talcgaon, India.

LOWER LEFT:
Dr. E. Stanley Jones.

LOWER CENTER:

Easter morning, 1949, the pastor of Gujarati Central Church, Rew.
A. G. Bhatt, welcoming the visitor, the wife of the governor of Bombay,
Lady Maharani Singh. Three congregations worship in this the Centenary
Methodist Church in Bombay. The notice board does not all appear in the
picture. The Hindi pastor and his services and another can be seen but
the pastor in the picture his name is first, thus it fuiled to show in the
picture.

LOWER. RIGHT:

Bishop John A. Subhan speaking with two deacons he has just
ordained, Bombay Conference.

—
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Toward A Personal Faith

By BISIIOP W. C. MARTIN, Chairman of The Advance For Christ And Iis Church

E— AITH and works,
SNV belief and  be-

havior, creced
and action—
these clements of the
Christian religion

4 must be kept togethey
"~} in the life of the in-
% dividual Christian and

of the Church. When
they are allowed to become sepa-
rated from each other, they become
bloodless and ineffective. One of the
big problems which a pastor is con-
stantly wrestling with is how to keep
these two basic factors of Christian
living in proper balance. There have
been times in the history of the
Church when so much encrgy was
consumed with controversial specu-
lations about marginal dogmas that
there was little left for doing the
things that rcally mattered. At other
times a spirit of “activism” has been
so much in control that not much at-
tention was given to the {final pro-
duct so long as the wheels were
turning.

The contribution of The Methodist
Church to Christian thought and
action has kteen largely due to the
fact that it has kept those two forces
productively related to cach other.
The Advance for Christ and His
Church is designed upon this pat-
tern and will succeed in proportion
as these two elements of Christian-
ity are kept moving forward to-
gether.

What Do We Expect?

What have we the right to expect
in our churches as a result of the
Teaching and Preaching phase of
the Advance? I am going to deal
with three possible results.

First, there will be a decper
recognition of the fact that what
the individual Christian believgs
really makes a difference. There is
a superficial notion that beliefs,
particularly theological beliefs, are
of no importance; that what a man
does is the thing that really counts.
An editorial in Life magazine some
months ago described The Meth-
odist Church as being “long on good
works but short on theology.” If
this statement was meant to be a
compliment, it missed the mark;
and to whatever extent it may b'e
true, we ought to be ashamed of it
rather than proud of it. Not that
we discount the value of good
works; we need more of them. But
we have insight enough to know
that good works which do not come
as the logical result of sound con-
victions can never be dependable.
In days of fairly easy-going prosper-
ity, they can be relied upon, but

when adverse circumstances close
in, like wet weather springs, they
disappear.

All great living comes out of be-
-lieving. Thomas Carlisle got at the
heart of it when he said, “What a
man really believes, what he does
actually lay to heart concerning this
mysterious universe, his duty and
destiny there, is by all means the
most important thing about him
and, creatively, determines all the
rest.”

It would be a mistake to suppose

November, 1949
December, 1949
January, 1950
February, 1950
March, 1950
April, 1950
May, 1950
June, 1950

5]

that the literature which will be
used in this exposition of Qur Faith
is to be regarded as the test of the
orthodoxy of Methodists. The pre-
face to the eight “Faith” booklets
makes it clear that they are not to
be taken as doctrinal standards.
Theological conformity beyond the
essential features of the Christian
revelation has never been a part of
the Methodist tradition. :

Not long before his death John
Wesley preached to a congregation
in Scotland. In referring to this ser-
mon he wrote, ‘I subjoined a short
account of Methodism, particularly

SCHEDULE OF USE OF BOOKLETS

Our Faith in the Kingdom of God
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insisting on the circumstances.
There is no other religious socicty
under heaven which requires noth-
ing of men, in order to their admis-
sion into it, but a desire to save
their souls. Look all around you.
You cannot be admitted into the
church, or society, of the Presbyteri-
ans, Anabaptists, Quakers, or any
others, unless you hold the same
opinions with them and adhere to
the same mode of worship. The
Methodists alone do not insist on
your holding this or that opinion;
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At the Ieft are pictured the
“Faith Booklets” which are pack-
aged in a single carton for con-
venient  distribution. They are
paper-bound in cight different
colors. One-half million scts have
been published — four million
booklets in all—to help the vast
Mecthodist membership to know
the vital and abiding beliefs of
the Christian {faith.

They will be read and trcasured
long after the “Faith Emphasis”
in The Advance For Christ and
His Church is over. However,
during the Advance a ‘suggested
schedule, below, has been made.

Our Faith in God

Our Faith in Christ

Our Faith in the Bible

Our Faith in Love

Our Faith in Prayer

Our Faith in Immortality
Our Faith in the Holy Spirit
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but they think, and Ilet think!
Neither do they impose any par-
ticular mode of worship on your
former manner, be it what it may.
Now, I do not kpow any other re-
ligious society. either ancient or
modern, wherein such liberty of
conscience is now allowed, or has
been allowed, since the age of the
apostles. Here is our glorying; and
a glorying peculiar to us. What
society shares it with ug?”

Right Beliefs and Right Living

.Second, there will be a fuller
discovery that right beliefs result

THE ADVANCE IN THE
CHURCH SCHOOL OF THE
LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
(Continued from Page 10)
both on the local church and the
district level, who began her work
at the first of the Conference year.
Miss Dunlap has made splendid be-
ginning and we are looking forward
to an advance movement along a}l
lines of youth work. Under her di-
rection, the Conference Council in
its recent meeting set the following
goals for the year 1949-50:
1. Increase youth enrollment by
a minimum of ten per cent. i
2. Regular district council meet-
ings to ke held at least quarterly.
3. Emphasize further the need for

full-time Christian service volun-
teers.

4. More leadership training op-
portunities for both youth and adult
workers.

5. General distribution and wise
use of the printed materials.

6. Publish quarterly &« Conference
youth news sheet. .

7. All possible aid in the camp de-
velopment program,

8. Promotion and collection of the
MYF Fund.

9. Cooperation with  Arkansas
Methodist Student Movement.

Our Conference Director of Adult
Work, Mr. Roland Shelton, has but
to point to what is being done in
his own church where he is the ef-

in right living. If this sounds like
short-sighted pragmatism, it must
be remembered that Jesus said, “By
their fruits ye shall know them.”
Robert Louis Stevenson once re-
marked that, “If your morals make
you  dreary, depend upon it, they
arce wrong.”

It can also be said, if our beliefs
make us narrow, intolerant and pes-
simistic, they had better be re-ex-
amined. They have, by some means,
become detached from the true cur-
rent of the Christian faith. This is
not to say that a Christian will be
so flabbily tolerant that he loses
his powers of discrimination be-
tween the true and the false, nor
that he holds to a superficial op-
timism which insists that everything
will come out all right whether he
does anything about it or not. But
it is to maintain thal the Christian
strives constantly for the breath of
God’s inclusiveness who “sends rain
on the just and the unjust,” and
that however disturbed he may be
concerning the immediate outlook,
he has no doubt in his heart about
the ultimate triumph of rightcous-
ness. :

Third, there will b2 develsped in
the lives of cur members more regu-
lar and dependable  devetional
habits. There is a vast amount of
concern just now, and rishily so,
about the encroachments of secular-
ism—the kind of living that leaves
God entirely out of its conscious-
ness. But how could we expect any
other result from a kind of living
that is increasingly separated from
the elemental forces of nature and
which malkes no provision for the
future and growth of the soul?

Dean Igne said, “When we spend
five minutes a day thinking about
the things of the spirit and all the
rest of our waking hours about the
things that are material, it is not
to be wondered at that material
things are about‘two hundred times
as real to us as the things of the
spirit.”

If nothing comes from these eight
months of special attention to our
faith except -some sermons and
group discussions on Christian
doctrines, the results will not be
very permanent. But if the daily
habits of some people in their think-
ing about God can be changed, it
would be hard to set any limitations
as to what will happen. It will be
abundantly worth all the effort that
is put into this phase of the Advance
if a substantial portion of our mem-
bers can be committed to the secarch
for a more csatisfying faith and
trained in the methods of a sustain-
ing devotional life.

ficient general superintendent to
indicate some of the possibilities in
his area of trork. Many of the
same points of emphasis in the age-
groups just described carry through
the adult program also, particularly
with reference to recaching more
persons and improving and enrich-
ing tke teaching program.

We have been encouraged by the
increased enrollment of adults as
reported at Annual Conference for
the past several years. This we be-
lieve is as it should be, first, be-
cause there are so many unreached
adults, and secondly because we feel
that if we can reach the parents
the children and youth will natur:
ally follow. It is our hope, there-

{ore, that this increase in attendance
will continue to an even greater de-
gree in the year ahead.

We have been secking to im-
prove the quelity of work by the
promotion of the standard training
program, and by the institute and
sub-district  apprcach. We have
scheduled Dr. Robert S. Clemons for
a series of district meetings during
the month of November in which
the emphasis will be the enriching of
the program of the Adult Division.

Encouraged by the rezulis of past
work and hcping for success in the
promotion of plans formed for the
quadrennium ahead, we are rray-
ing and believing that it will be ]
period of advance in reality,
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ten-point program for Methodism’s church

schools. Bishop William. C. Martin, gen-

eral chairman of the Advance for Christ
and His Church, says: “This is the Advance in
the Church School.”

Much work entered into the development of
the program based on these ten points. The
exccutive secretaries of all the Conference
Boards of Education and others contributed to
the development of these plans. They have
been “boiled down” into summary form and
published in a.book of suggestions under the
title: Our Workbook. Certain features of Our
Workbook will be of interest to pastors and
church school workers:

1. It is easy to use in workers’ meetings.

2. It gives the workers choices in selecting
the items to be included in the Advance in their
particular school.

3. It may serve as a means of measuring
progress on the activities which are agreed
upon.

4, It can be used for the remainder of
1949, and throughout 1950 and 1951.

5. The price is reasonable—25c per copy
postpaid from The Methodist Publishing House.

In addition to the ten-point program, Our
Workbook also offers help on such problems as:
keeping a supply of teachers, how to make the
best use of our buildings and equipment, how
to get the most out of the time available, and
suggestions on planning together for best re-
sults.

Any church school which uses Our Workbook
will advance in this quadrennium!

Using The Faith Booklet

THE General Conference inaugurated a great

More pastors have asked a question about
how to make good use of the booklets on Our
Faith than about any church-wide endeavor in
recent years. The Methodist Sunday Evening
Fellowship is an answer to that question. Bishop
William C. Martin, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam,
Chairman of the Committee on the first ob-
jective of the Advance—the teaching and preach-
ing mission—, and Dr. Harold Mohn, the gen-
eral director of the Advance, have said that the
Methodist Sunday Evening Fellowship is the

A TEN POINT PROGRAM OF ADVANCE

By DR. J. Q. SCHISLER, Executive Secretary,
Division of Local Church, Board of Education

DR. J. Q. SCHISLER

best answer to this question.

The Methodist Sunday Evening Fellowship is
an extension of the fellowship idea. We have
the Methodist Youth Fellowship, the Young
Adult Fellowship, extended sessions of the pri-
mary department and of the junior department
of the church school. We have family fellow-
ships at the church. The Methodist Sunday Eve-
ning Fellowship gathers together all the mem-
bers of the church’s families for good times at
the church. It wil linclude worship, study and
enriching activities. Permeating all is the idea
of joyous Christian fellowship.

Children, young people, adults will meet to-
gether for a part of the evening. There will be
separate meetings of children with appropriate
programs and activities, meetings of youth in
the M. Y. F., meetings of adults with discus-
sion of the booklets on Our Faith, and other
studies, forums and discussions. Program sug-
gestions for every phase of the Methodist Sun-
day Evening Fellowship are contained in Source

The Church School In The Advance 4

Book. It may be sccurcd from the Branch of
The Methodist Publishing House which serves
your annual conference. 50c per copy.

Lifting World Service Giving

The first “action” program in the Advance is
“lifting World Service giving to levels com-
mensurate with world nced.” This means in-
creasing World Service giving by thirty-three
and one-third per cent. In this cndeavor, the
church school has a most important part through
its Fourth Sunday offering. Nothing should be
allowed to get in the way of this in cur church
schools. World Service is the main line support
of the Board of Missions and Church Extension
and it constitutes almost the cntire support of
all the other gencral boards and agencies of the
Church. Conference benevolences are the life
blood of the conference boards and their work
in annual conferenccs.

Methodist church schools have made a won-
derful record in their offcring to this cause, in-
creasing from $750,000 in 1941 to $2,558,000 in
1948. This is a truly marvelous record for which
our pastors and church school superintendents
deserve and have the deep appreciation of a
great church.

The Source of Power

Is the Advance another dead weight to be
added to an already heavy load? Another pro-
gram “to be put on”?

If it is, there will be no Advance. And it
may be a load instead of a lift and it will be
unless we discover the secret of power. The
source of that power is not in the General Con-
ference, or the General Advance Committee, or
in any other group in the Church. The power is
in God.

The electric current which serves our town
is continuous and strong. I turned a switch
in my house the other day, but no light came
on. The connection was broken. The power
was there, but I had to repair the connection
before my house could be flooded with light.

Is this a parable? Can we advance? Yes, if
people and leaders are in such relationship with
Almighty God that his power may flow out
through them. The better the connection, the
greater the power and the further the advance.

LAYMEN AND THE
ADVANCE

(Continued from Page 13)
more members, and at least one for
every six churches having less than
300 members. In the North Arkansas
Conference our quota is to increase
the 10 or 12 which we have at pres-
ent to 53 by 1952. We believe that
the achievement of this goal will
greatly strengthen and make more
effective the work of our laymen.

Further increase in the effective-
ness of laymen can, be experienced
through wider circulation and regu-
lar use of our magazine, The Meth-
odist Layman. A few weeks ago it
was reported that only 188 copies
of this monthly publication are re-
ceived in the North Arkansas Con-
ference. The Board has set a goal
for reaching five new subscriptions
for every 1,000 Methodists by 1952.
This will mean 475 additional sub-
scriptions in the North Arkansas
Conference.

This program carried out in all
churches will give The Methodist
Layman the strength and revenue
which it will need for the larger
service the staff desires to render
the church. !

In the end, the work of Christian
Stewardship must be a personal ex-
perience. “For Christian Steward-
ship is Faith in a loving God at

work in our world, a realization that
all that we are and have is a gift
in trust from Him, and the conse-
cration of ourselves and our posses-
sions as co-workers with Him. This
faith, when practiced, becomes the
motivating sense of responsibility
for the Christian well-bcing of our
God-given world.”

Laymen who realize for them-
selves and in themselves the spirit
and meaning of the Advance, will
know this vitalized faith, expressed
through God’s will in their daily
lives and work, through larger and
more sustained support - of their
church and its total program,
through the dedication of all that
they are and have to God and to
the high purposes for which Christ’s
church stands.

LAY PROGRAM IN THE
ADVANCE

(Continued from Page 13)
are giving to this work. All charges
have accepted the one-third increase
and most of them have a mission
special.

In the Little Rock Conference
most all laymen are stressing Church
School enrollment and attendance,
more and better trained teachers,
and more adequate facilities. Six
out of every ten people who join
the Methodist Church on profession
of faith come through the Church

* congregational

ARKANSAS METHODISM
AND HOME MISSIONS

(Continued from Page 12)
special, over and
above other Advance offerings.

Considerable progress has been
made to date in the improvement of
the grounds and in construction
work. The caretaker’s home, a
modern brick-veneer cottage on con-
crete foundation, has hteen com-
pleted, wells drilled and water pro-
vided, the playground cleared and
leveled and other miscellaneous
improvements made. An experienced
and dependable caretaker has been
secured and is now living on the
grounds and looking after our in-
vestments.

The Board of Trustees realizes
that a type of construction could be
followed that would make the camp
available more quickly and at less
cost, but they believe that the ele-

School, therefore, we must not over-
look this important matter always
doing our very best so that we may
help others.

Laymen of the Conference are
aware of their responsibility in the
Advance for Christ and His Church
and will arise to this occasion in
such a manner that their efforts
will be felt throughout the Confer-
ence.

ment ,of permanence, the reduced
maintenance as well as the added
attractiveness and comfort warrant
the additional expense and possible
delay. The Board is looking forward
to the building of an institution that
can be used with pleasure as well
as profit by those whom it is to
serve.

The Methodist Church in Arkan-
sas should be no more interested in
home missions than it is in foreign
mission. However, we should be as
much interested in the points of
need about us as we are in the points
of need across the world. It should
bring a sense of joy and satisfaction
to our people to know that we are,
through our support of the Advance
Specials, going the “second mile” in
our contributions for missions at’
home and abroad.
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LAST EASTER-IN GUJARAT] CENTRAL
CHURCH, GUJARAT! CONFERENCE

ABOVE:
Pastor Shanboz welcoming congregation to the church built of air-
plane boxes.

ABOVE RIGHT:

Easter. service at the Gujarati Central Church, 1949. The woman
speaking is the wife of the Christian governor of Bombay Province. Lady
Maharani Singh is bringing a message to the pecople of Hindi. She is a
most gracious lady of high birth. They are of the ruling house of an

* Indian State in North Indic. The Indian woman in front of the pulpit is
the wife of the former sheriff of Bombay. The American woman is Miss
Blasdell, the missionary of Bombay. Next to her is Rev. J. F. Minnis, dis-
trict superintendent of the Bombay-Poona Disirict. The man with the
pulpit gown is Rev. A. G. Bhatt, the pastor of the church, and the other
Indian men are his officials.

RIGHT:

Easter service in the Gujarati Central Church. The governor and his
wife were asked to attend the morning service, but he was unable to
attend. Lady Maharani Singh came and made an address in her mother
tongue. The lady beside her is the wife of the former sheriff of Bombay.
and there are the pastor with two other Gujarati pastor and ¢ nwnber of
officials in the church.

LOWER RIGHT:

Easter service at Gujarali Central Church in Bombay. The picture
shows most of the congregation with the pastor in pulpit gown, and Lady
Maharani Singh, wife of the governor of Bombay. Sir bMamaraj Singh,
her husband is the first Indian governor of free India in Bombay. They
are Christian converts from a ruling family in north India. In the back
of the church are large boards giving the names of former bishops, district
superintendent, missionaries and pastors.

BELOW: _

After the Easter service in the Gujarati Central Church in Bombay.
The woman standing is the wife of the pastor, Mrs. Bhatt. The Indian
woman next to her is not identified. The American woman is Miss Blasdell,
our missionary in Bombay, the pastor, Rev. A. G. Bhatt, Rev. J. F. Minnis,
district superintendent of the Area and the last woman is Miss Trikamlal,
a full-time worker, now studying at Leonard Theological College.
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From The Conference Boards Of Education

NORTH ARKANSAS CONFERENCE CHURCH
SCHOOLS IN THE ADVANCE

' By IRA A. BRUMLEY, Executive Sccretary

i ONG before the General Con-
ference enacted the legislation
for the “Advance” the North

Arkansas Conference was
making plans for an cmphasis on

Our Faith. A large number of per-

sons were invited to prepare them-

sclves as certified instructors in
the training courses on CHRISTIAN

BELIEFS. A scminar was planned

in which these persons worked to-

gether for ten days during the ses-
sion of the Arkansas Pastors’

School. The following persons have

been certified for the courses on

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS: Robert

Bearden, Jr.; Roy I Bagley; Ira A.

Brumley; Paul M. Bumpers; N. Lce

Cate; W. F. Cooley; Earle Cravens;

Joel Cooper; R. A. Dorman; Alf A.

Fason; George A. Freeman; W.

Henry Goodloe; A. W. Harris; Mrs,

D. G. Hindman; J. H. Hoggard; L.

J. Holifield; Alfred A. Knox; H.

M. Lewis; Thurston Masters; George

L. McGhehey; James S. Uplon; S.

B. Wilford; and E. B. Williams.

Others are working on these courses

and we hope a number of others

will be certified in the near future.

During the past yecar a large
number of churches have uscd the
courses on CHRISTIAN BELIEFS
in their training program. Other
churches are planning to do so at an
early date.

Plans were made at Annual Con-
ference in June to present in Dis-
trict Meetings of pastor and church
school superintendents the” plans
for the Advance in the Church
School. These meeting were held
during the month of September at
the following centers: Leachville;
Batesville, Paragould, Scarcy,
Springdale, Fort Smith, Morrilton,
and Brinkley. The general plan of
the Advance in the Church School
along with materials prepared to
use in the program was presented in
these meetings. Major emphasis was

_given to interpreting purpose and

plan of OUR WORKBOOK. Six
hundred copies of OUR WORK-
BOOK were placed in these meet-
ings. Many other copies have been
secured by local groups. This work-
book is proving very popular with
our workers.

As a part of the preparation for
the Advance in the Church School
a series of Bible conferences was
held the latter part of August and
early September. These Bible con-
ferences were centered in an em-
phasis on better teaching through
the discussion plan. They were led
by Dr. Wesley C. Davis of Perkins
School of Theology, Dallas, Tcxas.
These Bible conferences were held,
one in each district, as follows: Ben-
tonville, Fort Smith, Searcy, Bates-
ville, Paragould, Blvtheville, For-
rest City, and Russelville.

A Conference-wide Youth Rally
was held at Searcy, September 8,
for the purpose of presenting the
Youth emphasis in the Advance.
Bishop Paul E. Martin brought the
Inspirational Message emphasizing
the challenge presented to youth.
His message challenged our young
people to make the most of their
jives and make their contribution to
a better social ‘order. A great group
of representative youth participated
in the activities of the rally. This
is to be followed by District Youth
Rallies in many of the districts.
Some of the districts have already

sent dates for their rallies.

An effort has been madle to en-
courage local churches to provide
for the children’s workers the
1949-50 edition of The Children’s Di-
vision Yearbook, which is built

around the idea, “Leading Children

in the Christian Faith.” A large
number of copies have been dis-
tributed throughout the Conference.

A Conference-wide meceting of
District Directors of Adult Work
was held September 5 {for the pur-
pose of planning an advance in the
adult work of the Conference. Care-
ful plans were made for the pro-
molion of adult work in the local
church, Sub-district meetings of
young adults, Sub-district mectings

R T e Tircoh N
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of adult teachers and Sub-district
meetings | of Superintendents of
Adult Divisions. Rev. Alf A. Eason
was elected as chairman of the Con-
ference Council. The Council is to
mect again on Jaunary 16, 1950.

The Conference Board of Educa-
tion has accepted the challenge of
the Jurisdictional Conference to
bring our church school enrollment
to 70,101 by 1952. Our church
schools in June of this year reported
a total of 68,175 members. This
leaves us a little less than two thou-
sand as a necessary increase to
reach our goal. We believe that it
is quite possible that we will reach
our geal by June, 1950.

Plans are under way to encourage
more of our church schools to de-
velop the Nursery Home Program
and the Adult Home Program. We
can expand our program through
these two extension departments of
the church school by numbers far
beyond the necessary number to
rcach our goal for the Advance
period.

Some of our districts have al-
ready hcld and others are planning
to hold at an early date a series of
sub-district institutes for the pur-
pose of treining local church school
workers to do a better job in the
teaching ministry of the church.

The Paragould District is planning
a threc-day camping program for
a number of the pastors, espe-
cially the Supply Ministers, through
which these men are to be given
guidance in working out the pro-
gram of the Advance in their church
schools. This program is to be under
the leadership of A. N. Storey, Dis-

THE ADVANCE IN THE CHURCH SCHOOLS
OF THE LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE

By ROY E. FAWCETT, Executive Secretary

the Advance program, to .

UR first objective is to in-

form our pcople regarding

impress upon them the rea-
sonableness of the task, and to en-
courage them to accept it seriously.
We are laying particular stress upon
increased enrollment and attend-
ance and on a better trained leader-
ship. Otherwise cxpressed, one of
our chief objectives is to reach more
people with better Christian teach-
ing.

To that end we are utilizing the
current {all scason to every good
advantage in the promotion of lead-
ership schools, both in large and
small church centers. In other situ-
ations where formal training is not

Eg.
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practical, we are meeting in insti-
tutes and other informal groups in
order to give workers a better un-
derstanding of their task and how to
do it. .

We are sharing with the Board of
Ministerial Training and the W. S.
C. S. in a program of discovery and
enlistment for vocational Christian
service. The response for full-time
lay work has been encouraging and
we are hopeful of finding an in-
creased number of recruits for the
ministry. A life service retreat was
held "during the past summer, and

a youth ecvangelistic workshop is
being planned in which representa-
tive youth from over the Confer-
ence will be given guidance in a
practical program of cvangelism.

We are also cooperating with
other Conference agencies in giving
direction to the current study of
“Our Faith.” To that end we have
secured a number of accreditations
for the standard course on “Chris-
tian Beliefs” and arc offering it both
to youth and adults as a part of our
leadership training program. We are
making available material on the
Sunday evening Fellowship and are
secking lo help to stimulate an in-
terest in the use of the “Faith” book-
lets made available for winter and
spring use.

Our Conference Director of Chil-
dren’s Work, Mrs. W. F. Bates, is
sceking to encourage the workers
with this age group to rethink and
revitalize their own Christian faith,
and to think through ways and
means of leading their children into
the Christian faith and experience.
Mrs. Bates makes the following sug-
gestions:

1. Work to reach all children in
the community for whom the

-church is responsible.

9. Plan for improved teaching by
a more careful study of both the
pupils’ materials and the teachers’
helps and by systematic visitation
in the home of the pupils in order
that there may be a better under-
standing of their needs.

3. Participate in the Advance for
Christ by encouraging workers to
attend the State-wide Rally, and by
including in the training program
courses which emphasize aspects of
the Christian faith. The course en-
titled “The Child’s Approach to Re-
ligion” will be found helpful to par-
ents and teachers of children.

4. Wise use of the abundance of
helpful printed materials made
available for the information and
guidance of workers with children.

The greatest forward step in the
youth program in recent years has
been the employing of a full time
Conference director. The Board was
fortunatz in being able to secure
Miss Emogene Dunlap, an experienc-
ed worker in the youth program

(Continued on Page 7)

trict Superintendent, and Ira A.
Brumley, Executive Secretary.

Miss Mary Shipp Sanders has been
secured for a period of weeks for
training pregrams for Children’s
Workers. She has already conduc-
ted schools at Heber Springs and
Marianna. She is in the Paragould
District for a two-weeks period.
October 9-21, conducting four three-
day training schools on Teaching
Children. Following these schools
che will be in the Searcy District
for the Searcy Training School and
one three-day school. She will com-
plete her work at Berryville, Octo-
ber 31 to November 2.

A large number of district, sub-
district and area training schools
are being planned for the fall and
winter months. These schools will
be helping lecal church workers
prepare to carry out the emphasis
in the Advance in the Church
School. Many local churches are
planning their own {training pro-
grams. The North Arkansas Confer-
ence is fortunate in having more

than a hundred certified training
school instructors. Many of these
are not only called upon to serve
within the bounds of the Conference
but find their services in demand in
other Conferences. Most of the
churches of the Conference can
make plans for some formal train-
ing program where such is desired.

The Executive Secretary-is get-
ting into ag many local churches as
time will permit. He is contacting
many others through sub-district or
area group meetings.

The Conference Office is seeking
to present suggested materials for
the guidance of pastors and church
school workers in making the ob-
jectives and plans of the Advance
in the Church Scheol as meaningful
as possible.

Our Bishop, our District Superin-
tendents and our laymen have been
most co-operative in helping pro-
mote plans in keeping with the Ad-
vance in the Church School. We
want to express our appreciation for
the co-operation of all
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WOMEN AND THE FAITH ENDEAVOR
By MRS. E. D. GALLOWAY

“~OME one has said, “An awaken-
ing of Faith comes with need.”
If we should proceed as a
church on this premise, we
would have to say that a great Faith
movement is not only timely, but
long overdue.

The Church faces the nced {for
such an emphasis, not only as the
structural undergriding of a great
program such as the Advance, but
to cleanse and give reality to cur-
rent living.

I have been concerned, as all of
us have, with recent trends in the
society of our day to discount and
ignore the Christian Faith as being
vital to personality development and
moral stability. Such an idea was
expressed recently by Dr. Robert
S. Lynd, American Sociologist, who
says, “Religion in its traditional
forms, is a dying reality in current
living. And yet no culture can live
vitally without a central core of
emotionally resonant loyalties, wide-
ly shared by the mass of people....
Needless to say the theology,
eschatology, and other familiar as-
pects of traditional Christianity
need not have any place in such
operating system.” In other words,
he is saying our culture must ha\{e
a loyal emotional center, but it
need not depend upon the Chris-
tian Faith for it.

Dr. Bernard Iddings Bell, in his
book, “The Crisis in Education”,
bemoans the fact that so many of
our college graduates are so many
religious illiterates. He says, “The
American University looks on re-
ligion as a minor amusement. It
has, occasionally, a religious edu-
cation emphasis week in which stu-
dents are urged to talk like babies
in a kindergarten about God and
the good life”.

Whether or not this is an over-
statement, we do not know. B_ut
with education and radio with its
new arm of television disclaiming,
all too generally, interest and re-
sponsibility for religion, we do sense
a trend that smacks of similarity to
a totalitarian state practice of our
day, that says, “we know \,vhat' we
want and need, but we can achieve
them without a God or His help.”
“Science, psychiatry, sociology, and
all the rest can do it for us.” )

Along with these and other fami-
liar trends, is the stifling, smother-
ing, irreligion of secularism—'so
well analyzed in “The Christian
Faith and Secularism,” edited by
Dr. Richard Spann. The home, the
Church, education, the missionary
enterprise, organized labor, industry
suffer the influence of this “prac-
tical atheism,” a subtle nebulous
‘fluid’ sort of thing, ‘about as easy
to describe as air’

How vital is our faith in the Chris-
tian Faith? A faith that “is the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen,” Heb.
11:1—Revised Standard Version.

While Methodist women have a
great Advance program in the
Society, we have a great responsibil-
ity for the Christian Faith in qu,
in Christ, in the Bible, in Love, in
Prayer, in Immortality, and in the
Kingdom of God.

Nowhere can we do more to
establish and re-establish a work-
ing, living faith than in the homes
we keesp. The nenrd here is more
than sufficient for “an awakening.”

The rapid changes in the American
home life pattern, secem to have
taken place, more or less by happen-
so, rather than by planned, intel-
lectual -choice. A brief analysis of
the home-life pattern in Ameriea
will show these changes to have
come about largely at the merey of
chance. The carly family was a
world within itself, an independent
unit of socicty, living its lifc with-
in its circle, and sustaining itself
with ils own cconomic efforts. It
might well be called an institution-
al family patlern. Everything was
done within the group—this was
an ccomonic necessity. It had its
own hcalth  department—babics
were born at home—bark tea, poul-
tices, and castor made up the drug

MRS. E. D. GALLOWAY

department; it had its own police
department, the old shotgun over
the door; it had its own fire de-
partment—the well bucket and wet
blanket; its own recreation—candy
makings, and the Saturday night
square dance; its education depart-
ment, where parents taught not only
lessons from books, but living; and
it had its world of industry, the
soap, the soup, the apple butter, the
jeans cloth, the clothes, the cheese,
the plows, and the wagon tires
were all made by the family for the
family. Economic necessity placed
material things as a “first must”
with the family. But even so, the
doing of these chores together pro-
duced central core of unity, usu-
ally spiritual unity, we do not have
today, in the transfer of these eco-
nomic functions to the community.
In those days the family was large—
the old folks lived in it—the chil-
dren were an economic asset. But
today the family is small, 3 to 6
persons—the old people live in in-
stitutions, the children are eco-
ncmic responsibilities, costing about
eighteen thousand dollars each to
rear and educate. The industry that
provides all its needs takes place
outside the home. Entertainment is
largely commercial, and often ques-
tionable. Today’s pattern s yet
does not have a suitable name. The
old pattern was super-imposed by
necessity, today’s pattern could be
stabilized in the name of the Chris-
tian faith by intellectual choices.
We choose the way we live as fam-
ilies teday, or we exist by whatever
(Continued on Page 15)
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"THE CHURCH WOMAN
By MRS. J. E. CRITZ

€« O be, or not to be—that is the
- question,” mused one of

Shakespeare’s charact-

er’s. Within a very
short time men and women of to-
day must answer that same ques-
tion. The mightest physical force
known gives to the world the power
to commit suicide on the one hand,
or, if conirolled by pcace-loving and
God-fearing wisdom, the means of
making a rich contribution to the

-realms of industry and medicine. It
“was said of the carly Christians,

“They held the world together.” In
these days of stress and strain,
power and conflict, will the faith
of Christians 2,000 ycars after Christ
walked among men again be able

S—.
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to hold the worid together? Crises
on today’s horizon will not be solv-
ed by lackadaisical efforts—the
wholehearted cooperation of large
numbers of Methodism’s 8 and one-
half millions, united with Christians
of every creed and nation, is de-
manded to stem the tide of distrust,
secularism and atheism.

In First Corinthians we read,
“When I was a child, I spake as a
child, but when I became a man I
put away childish things.” In his
book, “The Mature Mind,” H. A.
Overstreet stated, “The maturity
concept is ceniral in our whole en-
terprise of living. This is what we
must now accept if we are to move
forever out of the confusions and
despairs of our day. These arc days
in which childish minds are danger-
ous—particularly when housed in
adult bodies.” We comment upon
the burden of taxes and unsolved
problems which we of this gener-
ation bequeath to the next. Do we
mean thereby that we who are
chronologically adult are going to
fold our hands and with a shawl
draped about our shoulders rock
away our remaining years?

We appreciate the fine work of
leaders who prepare materials and
plans to guide us in teaching, pro-
gram building, study, community
projects, interracial underdtanding
and numerous other areas, and the
minds that embrace and guide the
church in the Advance For Christ.
These persons have been tried and
proven. However, if Methodism is
strong only at the top it will teopple.
It must be strong through the rank

and file of its membership. We comn-
mon people are the salt of the carth.
Upon our consecration, fidelity and
labor will the Kingdom rise, or fall.

The church woman realizes that
more than anyone clse, she is in-
debted to the Christian religion for
her present status. She has been
lifted {rom the degradation of
slave or chattel, to a place of re-
sponsibility socially, politically and
religiously cqual to that of men.
In the Advance For Christ even a
new day of opportunity is breaking
before Methodist women. The first
step toward preparation for this new
day is that of personal commit-
ment. “Be still and know that I am
God.” Let’s scarch our hearts sin-
cerely and intensely, put from us
the hindrances found there, and set
hearts. minds and motions in God-
directed avenucs.

The church woman is first a
homemaker. The old adage, “The
hand that rocks' the ecradle rules
the world,” cannot be considered
lightly. When the glow on the faces
of children and parents gathered
around the table rivals the light of
the candles, more has been dreamed
and done than waxing floors, wash-
ing windows, marketing and roast-

“ing. The close-knit ties of love

abide, each fecls needed and im-
portant, there is respect for per-
sonalities and possessions, and God
is praised for His generousity and
care. The Christian home is the
hope of the world. It must be a bul-
wark of strength to lift the com-
munity above those that are little
more than an address for delivery
of mail, shelter when there is no
place else to go, where children are
left to their own disposition of
Christ without parental responsibil-
ity, and too often the frowned upon
corner saloon of my youth has been
brought within its walls.

What can one church woman do
alone? Some really gifted and high-
ly creative persons can do much
alone, but why alone? The Church
School and the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service offer wide op-
portunities for service. Talents and
efforts are multiplied many times
as we fuse the individual’'s power
with that of other Christians.,

Church Schools are rising rapidly
from the slump of a decade past and
present a crying need for the host
of Methodists unemployed at any
church task to volunteer as teach-
ers. The church woman will recog-
nize this as a call of extreme ur-
geney. If teaching is not her skill
there are many other tasks in the
church’s education pfogram where
she can serve.

The Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service offers numerous chan-
nels for her talents in this, the larg-
est " woman’s organization in the
world. The inspiration of the Sun-
day worship services can find here
the vehicle for her effective expres-
sion for universal good. She will
enroll as an active member, take
leadership in its wide projects and
accept direction of a group formed
for special service, becoming a part
of the great army of women whose
interest in in the total program of
the church—World Service and Be-
nevolences, Hospitals and Homes,
Colleges and Universities, ITome and
Foreign Missions and a host of other

(Continued on Page 15)
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When we think of the missionary
phase of the Advance for Christ and
His Church it is not uncommon for
our minds to turn to the program
in foreign fields without due recog-
nition of the important program this
movement has made possible in the
home {field.

We would all fcel that it is quite
proper that our missionary program
in foreign ficlds has reccived large
emphasis in the Advance program.
Under present plans the TForeign
Division of the Board of Missions
and Church Extension receives six-
ty per cent of the sum raised through
the Advance Specials. This income,
added to the increased amounts be-
ing received through World Service,
is making it possible to give our mis-
sionary program in foreign {iclds the
largest financial backing it has cver
received without a special financial
campaign of some character.

Our people will heartily approve

of the fact that ten per cent of the

amount raised for specials goes to
Overseas Relief and thus makes it
possible for Methodism to have a
larger part in this Christian work
of rehabilitating the war-torn coun-
tries of the old world.

The thing we would like to em-
phasize in this article, however, is
the fact that thirty per cent of the
total amount raised through Advance
Specials goes to the division of
Home Missions and Church Extcen-
sion of the General Board. This in-
come from Specials, added to the
regular income through World Serv-
ice is making possible a progressive,
cxpanding home mission program
which holds large promise for build-
ing the kingdom in needy fields at
home. The Methodist Church must
continue to strengthen the home
base if it is to continue to meet
its responsibilities for world evan-
gelism.

While there have been no quotas
assigned for Advance Specials, there
is an over-all general financial goal
for the church for this quadrennium.
Advance Specials are part of that
general financial program. Our last
General Conference set up a f{i-
nancial program for the quadren-
nium which our leaders hope will
result in benevolent giving through
World Service and Advance Specials
of an amount at least as large as
the total asked of the church
through World Scrvice and the
Crusade for Christ in the past quad-
rennium. That goal is certainly not
impossible since we have already
reached it once with a substantial
surplus.

In order that each area may have
a standard by which it can measure
its responsibility in such a program,
each Annual Cohference in Arkan-
sas, as all Annual Conferences, has
received a suggested amount to raise
in Advance Specials. In our two
conferences these suggested amounts
have been divided among the dis-
tricts of the state. Each District
Superintendent, by this method,
knows the total minimum respon-
sibility for his district if it is to
carry its proportionate part of a
church-wide program.

Of the total amount suggested for
Advance Specials for each district,
it is the responsibility of the Dis-
trict Superintendent to so direct the
acceptance of Advance Specials that
sixty per cent of the specials are
for the foreign fields, thirty per cent
for home f{fields and ten per cent
for overseas relief.

By ROY E. FAWCETT and E. T. WAYLAND

In Arkansas, by joint action of
the leaders of the two conferences,
the thirty per cent we are to raise
for home missions was further di-
vided as [ollows: Sixty-six and two-
thirds per cent of the home mission
funds will he used for local projects
within the conference where it is
raised. Thirty-three and a third per
cent will be used for special work
in Alaska.

Just as our two Annual Confer-
ences have joined forces in the sup-
port of the Gujarat Conference in

been fixed as the {inancial goal for
the Alaskan Mission by the North
Arkansas Conference. It is quite
possible that there are few other
arcas, if any, on the North American
Continent where an investment in
religious work will pay a -larger
dividend in the physical, social and
spiritual development of people than
in Alaska. Arkansas Methodism has
a challenge in this Home Mission
Special that should inspire us to
deeds of sacrificial service. Alaska
rust look to the United States for
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mittee for Overseas Relief.
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India, as a foreign Mission Special,
so our two Arkansas Conferences
have united in chosing Alaska as
one of their home mission projects
to which one-third of the home mis-
sion special in each conference wiil
Le devoted.

The Little Rock Conierence has
chosen Seldovia, on the Kenai Pen-
insula, in Alaska, as its Methodist
Llission Center. The Little Rock
Conference plans to raise $4,050 each
vear for the next four years, or a
total of $16,200 for mission work in
Scldovia.

The Methodist Church in Sel-
dovia ‘'now has a pastor, the Rev.
Oscar Olson. The building in which
the membership now worships is a
remodeled residence which now
serves both as a residence for the
pastor and family and a church
building for the congregation. A
new church building is an imper-
ative need in Seldovia if our mis-
sion there renders the service it
should in this land of opportunity.

Sand Point, in the Shernagin

Islands of Alaska, is the Methodist
Mission Center which the North Ar-
kansas Conference will support. A
goal of $4,800 a year for the next
four years, a total of $9,600, has

OVERSEAS RELIEF

In cach of the fourteen districts of Arkansas Methodism, ten
per ‘cent of the “Advance Specials” being accepted hy the local
churches are “specials” for Overscas Relief. This channeling of
Advance funds into the area of relief where great need exists will
make possible the continuation of the great work which Methodism
has been doing in this ficld for a number of years through its Com-

These Advance Overscas Relief Specials are so organized that
they may be assumed by individuals, small groups of individuals,
familics, Sunday School classes, church organizations, etc. These
specials include emergency aid for Christian workers, food for the
hungry, clothing for the naked, medical attention for the sick, and
assistance in resettling the unnumbered homeless and displaced per-
sons of the world. Consult your pastor for details as to how you or
your group can have a part in this ministry of love and service.
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practically all of the help it needs
from the outside world. This is
eminently true in its spiritual de-
velopment. There is no other coun-
try on earth that even considers
Alaska as a mission responsibility
except the United States. Unless we
furnish it religious leadership until
the church is established there, no
one will.

The North Arkansas Conference
has elected to support a large num-
ber of smaller projects within the
conference with the money raised
for the home mission special which
is to be expended within the con-
ference. There will be a number of
new church buildings which will
receive aid from the Advance Spe-
cial in sums ranging from $500.00
to $4,800.00. There are also some
newly organized churches that will
receive some aid from this fund.
Other projects that will receive sup-
port from this program will be some
parsonages; a district camp; a rural
extension program and a County
Clinic.

The Little Rock Conference Camp
has met with almost unanimous ap-
prqval as a local Advance Special.
This camp had its beginning official-
ly when the 1945 session of the An-

5 MET HODESM AND HOME MISSIONS

nual Conference authorized the ap-
pointment of a commission to select
and purchase a suitable site. Two
yvears were spent in scarch of a
location that would combine the cs-
sentials of such an institution.

According to the survey, the tract
purchased contains 315 acres located
on Lake Catherine approximately
mid-way between Malvern and Hot
Springs. It is also located on State
Highway 171 and is accessible at all
scasons of the year. It is as centrally
located as any site could be that
would be both desirable and avail-
able.

The building of the Camp is a
cooperative enterprise shared by all
the major Boards of the Conference
and the W.S.C.S.—all of which, have
contributed f{inancially to the de-
velopment program. It is, therefore,
an enterprise open to all Conference
agencies and to local church groups
who may wish to hold institutes and
retreats on its grounds. It is in the
plan to winterize enough of the ac-
commodations to provide for small
groups at any season of the year.

The building program is under the
careful supervision of a competent
architect, himself a leading layman
of one of our Little Rock churches.
An over-all plan is being worked
out with a long-range development
program in view. Construction is to
be largely of fire-proof material,
concrete, tile and brick so that
maintenance and fire hazards will
be reduced to a minimum. Construc-
tion will be in units so that they may
be added to as needs arise and funds
permit.

We have secured skilled guidance
in the planning of the kitchen for
the most practical and convenient
service possible. When both units
are completed the dining room will
have a seating capacity of 250.

At an attractive location overlcok-
ing the lake, a chapel, or assembly
hall, will be an important feature of
the development program.

The present goal is twenty-five
cottages with a maximum capacity
of ten campers each. As they are
constructed, these cottages will be
roughed in for water connections
so that when funds are available,
they may be equipped with running
water and modern conveniences.
These cottages will be constructed
after a uniform pattern, and will
be alike in design and plan. Accord-
ing to a builders estimate, they will
cost approximately $2250.00 each.
The young people of the Conference
are taking these cottages as one qf
thejr financial objectives, and it is
hoped that there will be a number
of local churches taking one as a

(Continued on Page 8)
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Pews
Opera Chairs
Chancel Furniture
Folding Chairs
Sunday School Furniture

GR
o
]

LI LB LTIR U LU L T |

Quotations Without Obligation

L. L. SAMS & SONS

WACO, TEXAS
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For Arkansas Methodist Laymen

LAYMEN AND THE ADVANCE
By DR. MATT L. ELLIS, Lay Leader, North Arkansas Conference

IE Advance for Christ and His
Church assigns no new duty
thodist laymen; it simply chal-

s men, all of us, to do more
cffectively that which has always

been our Christian privilege and

duty. We have no change of job
in the work of the church; we are
only called upon to do our old job
in a much better way, in a way
that will reveal to every observer
that we arce advancing from the
place where we now find ourselves
to a higher position in Faith and
Good Works, a position nearer the
standard of life which we believe
Jesus desires of his followers. In-
dividuals and institutions are called
to a renewed and strengthehed faith
in God, expressed in practical help-
fulness to people in nced, at home
and abroad.

In recent years Methodisis have
observed encouraging growth in the
activities and services of lay work-
ers in the church. The Crusade for
Christ last quadrennium wos a
great boost to many forms of lay
activity. With the program fo.r men
receiving particular emphasis in one
of the four years, The General Board
of Lay Activities led the entire
church in rewarding effort and en-
riching service. It was a great
Stewardship Year. Laymen were
also effectively active in all other
phases of the Crusade. In The Ad-
vance we begin at the top of Fhese
achievements and move on to higher
ground.

In the Discipline we read that
“The General Board of Lay Activ-
ities is charged with the cultivation
and promotion of Christian Stew-
ardship in The Methodist Church.
It shall initiate plans, develop lit-
erature, and perfect organization to
utilize effectively in the work of
the church and in the development
of Christian character this vital
doctrine of Christian faith and
practice.”

The General Conference of 1948
at Boston urged “the continuance
during the quadrennium of 1949-52
of a church-wide emphasis on Chris-
tian Stewardship.” This is the job
for laymen, our old job and our
new job; it will be our job tomorrow
and through all of the days of our
years.

We believe this vital promotional
work on Stewardship can be done in
two Ways—through groups meeting
for fellowship and cooperative plan-
n}'n‘g, and through persons in in-
dividual work and worship. .

"OUp activity planned for this
Quadrennium includes area meet-
Ings in which leaders may develop
effective programs of work, district
meetings in whijch promotional em-
phasis may be carried directly to the
leadership of Mothodist Men, char-
tered by The General Board, and
Cartying on g program in local
churches which will mobilize lay-
men for regylay and permanent sup-

POt of the onegin rogram of
Methodism, going P

It is Proposed that a Two-Day
Regiona] Stewardship Promotional
Conference be held in our area in
the spring of 1950. Similar meet-
mgs will pea held in other areas.
These Conferences will be attended

by the bishop, the district superin-
tendents, the Conference lay lead-
cers, other leading laymen, and rep-
resentatives  of  various church
boards and agencies in the annual
Conferences — Exceutive sceretaries
ol Boards of Education, Conference
Missionary sceretaries, Conference
seceretaries of Evangelism, chairmen
of World Service and Finance Com-
missions, Conference presidents of
Woman's  Socictiecs of  Christian
Scrvice, direclors of Town and

I gt T e, g

Country Commissions, conference
presidents of Methodist Youth Fel-
lowships, chairmen of Committces
on Christian Vocations. The big
purpose of the Conference will con-
centrate on the training of district
lay leaders, associate district lay
leaders, and selected pastors, that
they may be equipped to lead in dis-
trict Conferences in a unified and
permanent program of Stewardship
Cultivation and Education.

In the district conferences we
shall want to concentrate on selected
leaders in the local church—pastors,
chairmen of boards of stewardg,
Church  School superintendents,
presidents of Methodist Men, presi-
dents of Woman’s Societies of Chris-
tian Service, chairmen of finance
committees, church treasurers,
chairmen of committees on Evan-
gelism, presidents of Methodist
Youth Fellowship, and other care-
fully selected leaders. In these meet-
ings we shall hope to elevate the
Stewardship ideal to the end that
laymen in increasing numbers will
practice Christian stewardship of
self and of property by all available
methods and means.

It is desireable that we have in
every local church an enthusiastic
and active organization of laymen,
chartered by the General Board of
Lay Activities as Methodist Men.
Last spring it was reported that in
the South Central Jurisdiction there
were only 187 chartered units of
Methodist Men. The General Board
has launched a program to increase
this number by 1952 to 955. This
calls for at least one chartered
Methodist Men organization for
every three churches with 300 or

(Continued on Page 8)
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LAY PROGRAM IN THE ADVANCE

3y ROLAND DL SHELTON, Lay

freat progress in recent years.

LEvery phase of The Crusade

for Christ was a remarkable
success. For this quadrennium we
have The Advance for Christ and
His Church Movement which gives
to all Jaymen a great challenge—-
a challenge that has been widely
accepted. In this important Move-
ment the main endeavor is to ad-
vance in the total program of the
Church. In carrying on this en-

"“E“HE Methodist Church has made

&
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ROLAND M. SHELTON

deavor it will not be nccessary to
add new organizations or new pro-
grams but take what we have and
do a better job than we have been
doing.

The Conterence Board of Lay Ac-
tivities has in connection with the
Advance a most comprehensive pro-
gram—a program {hat embraces
almost every phasc of the general
Church program including Christian
Stewardship, Christian Followship,
Personal Evangelism, Lay Speaking
and  Preaching, Circulation  of
Church papers and other Christian
Literature, World Service and Con-
ference Benevolences and Mission
Specials, Adequate Support of the
Ministry, Sound Finance in the Local
Church, Attendance upon Worship
Services, Men’s Work, Training Of-
ficial Boards and Boards of Stew-
ards, Christianizing Personal and
Community Life, and Cooperation

Leader, Little Bock Conference

with other Boards and Agencies.

During the period of the Crusade,
one ol the major emphasis was on
Stewardship. So cffective was our
ctforts in this respeet that the re-
sults have continued and wo will
continue to emphasize it throughout
the period of the Advance. Chrig~
tian Stewardship accepted in a true
sense involves a great responsibil-
ity and causes one to give gener-
ously of his time and abilitics as
well as his material possessions. The
need for this is well known to all
of us and il applied as it should be
would result into a mighty force
for the Church and its program.

Another phase of our Conference
prograwmn is Christian Fellowship. 1t
binds together a spiritual force that
becomes a powerful influence in the
community in which the members
are located and our goal for the
reriod of the Advance is a unit of
“hMethodist Men” in cevery Church if
possible.

Lvangelism  will be  stressed
throughout the Advance as well as
Lay speaking and preaching. It is
planned that on Laymen’s Day or
as near therveto as possible that a
Lay Speaker will be in every church
in the Conference. John Wesley dis-
covered a “mine of ability in his
Lay Preachers.”

Laymen of the Conference are ag-
sisting in every way possible in the
distribution of our Church papers
and other Christian literature and
its influence in forming high ideals
and molding Christian character
cannot be overestimated.

Adeguate support of the Minis-
lry is an objective that will be given
attention particularly in our en-
dowment program.

Methodism has made progress in
sound Church {inance but most of
us agree that further progress can
be made in this part of our Church
program. Our per capita giving is
still a little low and many laymen
are making every effort possible
especially during  the Advance to
cerrect this situation. '

One of the most gratifying accom-
plishments of this Conference Year
has been in our World Service and
Benevolence program. Pastors, Dis-
trict Superintendents and Laymen
alike are doing a fine job in this
respect and churches are to be con-
gratulated for the fine response they

(Continued on Pege 8)
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LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
MYF IN THE ADVANCE
MOVEMENT

By Emogene Dunlap,
Conference Director
Of Young Pcople

When Simon Peter asked Jesus
what was his plan by which the
world could be brought into the
Kingdom of God, His reply was that
he was training his twelve apostles
in order that they might “go into all
the world and preach the gospel.”
and that as the gospel was spread,
all men would love cach other as
brothers. In reply to Simon’s next
question:  “Then, Master, what is
your plan if we should {ail?”, Jesus
replied, “Simon, I have no other
plan.”

Just as Jesus had no allernate
plan for the world if man should
{ail Him, so is there no alternative
in the program of the Advance for
Christ if the Methodist Youth
should fail to assume their share of
this great movement,

(1) As their first and foremost
goal in this ycar’s youth program,
the Litile Rock Conference MYF is
seeking to increase the enrollment
in the youth division of each local
church at lecast ten per cent. Regu-
lar reports will be made each
quarter by ecach local youth group
to the district directors of youth
work who in turn will file their
reports with the conference direc-
tor. Some groups plan to use ex-
tensively the services of local visita-
tion teams; all groups are stressing
the need for better programs and

better trained youth adult leader- -

ship, and many groups are planning
to begin their own particular drives
by taking a religious census in the

. public schocls.

(2) Also in keeping with the goals
of the Advance, concerted effort is
being made by the youth organiza-
tions to prcsent the ever-increasing
need for full-time Christian Life-
Service volunteers. A series of dis-
trict vocational © clinics is
planned for the conference through
the help of Fellowship and Voca-
tional Teams which are being train-
ed on the campus of Hendrix Col-
lege. These district vocational clinics
are to be the bases on which a con-
ference-wide vocational clinic will
be planned. All this of course will
bhe done in cooperation with the con-
ference coinmittees on Christian Vo-
cations and Ministerial Training
and the Woman’s Society of Chris-
iian Service.

(3) In an attempt to reach and to
help strengthen the rural churches,
the Youth Council is wholehearted-
ly endorsing the proposed plan of
ilie Town and Country Commission
to have a laboratory training camp
for Rural Fellowship Teams to be
held in this conference July 106-15.
Plens for this new endeavor are
still tentative pending definite ac-
ticn on the part of the Town and
Country Commission.

Bricily the plan is this: seven
voung ncople and two adult workers
vrith youth {rom each of the dis-
tricts in the conference will be given
the opportunity to attend, it being
understoed in the beginning that
they will be willing to spend at
least four or six weckends of the
summcr working as members of a
fellowshin team in a rural church
within their own particular districts.
At the {raining camp, plans are to
spend the morning sessions in pre-
puration and discussion for the work
in the rural churches, and the after-

being -
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NEWS ABOUT HENDRIX COLLEGE

Religion And Life Week Planned

Rev. J. Kenneth Shamblin, pastor
of Pulaski Heights Methodist Church
in Little Rock, will be leader of
Hendrix’s annual Religion and Life
Week., it has been announced by
Dr. Matt L. Ellis, president.

Mr. Shamblin will open the week
by speaking at the First Methodist
Church in Conway on Sunday night,
October 16. He will speak agaln on
the following Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings and on the nights of
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday.

Mr. Shamblin, native of Fayette-
ville, received the bachelor of arts
degree at the University of Arkan-

sas and the bachelor of divinity de- '

gree at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity.

12 Denominations Represented

Twelve religious denominations
are represented among this yezilr’s
student body at Hendrix, according
to Victor Hill, registrar.

Methodists lead with a total of
374 students, or approximately 75

per cent of the student body. Bap-
tists are second with 52 or 10 per
cent and Presbyterians run a close
third with 39 representatives.

Other denominations represented
are the Christian and Episcopal
churches with 13 students each;
Church of Christ, {five; Catholic,
four; Christian Science, three;
Lutheran, two; and Quaker, Greek
Orthodox and Nazarene, one stu-
dent each.

Siaff Enrolls In Hospiial Plan

Surgical and hospital service
under the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield plan is now available to
Hendrix College Staff members, of-
ficials at the college have said,
which goes into effect October 1, it

was said.
Service in Arkansas 1s given
under the Arkansas Medical and

Hospital Service, Inc.,, a non-profit
organization, and it is understood
that services will be available
through any accredited hospital
when final details are determined.
Arkansas, last of 48 states to ac-
cept the plan, adopted it last
January.

3

noons and evenings will be spent
working as members of a Fellow-
ship Team in one of the rural
churches in the Little Rock District.
In this manner, each person will re-
ceive first-hand instruction and ex-
perience in the -work and will be
better prepared to do the job back
within his own district. This plan
will enable the rural churches to
have the experience of a Youth
Caravan (on a smaller scale) which,
as the conference program is set up
now, only the larger churches can
afford.

(1) Youth’s share in the financial
goals of the Advance is to promote
further the pledges and collections
of the Methodist Youth Fund. Little
Rock Conference Youth have pledg-
ed to the MYF this year a total of
$3173 which is an increase of $600
over last year’s collections. More
and more local youth groups are
following the plan of personal
pledges and are thus steadily in-
creasing their local pledges and
payments. The film strip recently
released on the Methodist Youth
Fund, “Your Nickels—Your World”
has been shown throughout the
conference at various youth meet-

ings with encouraging results.

(5) In an extensive program of
leadership training both for youth
leaders and adult workers with
youth, the force and power of IMeth-
odist Youth in the Little Rock Con-
ference will steadily be felt. Includ-
ed on this program are mid-year
institutes to be held on the sub-dis~
trict levels, Christian Adventure and
Youth Activities Weeks within the
local churches, Christian Adventure
Camps for intermediates on a dis-
trict level, Senior and Older Youth
Camps to be held on the conference
level. In addition to these youth
programs, there will be training
schools for adult workers with
vouth, a conference recreaticn work-
shop for both youth and adult lead-
ers of recreation, and adult workers’
institutes throughout the confer-
ence.

"The ten thousand young people
of the Little Rock Conference have
pledged their wholehearted support
to the Advance for Christ and His
Church.

A college freshman said of his
history professor: “That guy is good;

METHODIST YOUTH AND THE ADVANCE

NORTH ARKANSAS CON-
FERENCE MYF IN THE
ADVANCE MOVEMENT

By Lola Featherston,
Conference President

As youth members of the Method-
ist Church, we will cooperate with
our local church in its special pro-
ject. Just as our parents will sacri-
fice to pay for our Gujarat Confer-
ence in India so we also will give
give up a few luxuries.

We, as a youth organization, will
not undertake to raise a large fund
for the project because we will be
emphasizing “Our Special,” the
Methodist Youth Fund. We have
pledged ourselves to support it so
that it can continue the helpful
things it is now doing. It ministers
not only to the spiritual neceds of
pcople at home and abroad but also
to the physical and educational de-
ficiencies. You sce if we fail to sup-
port it this year, many people will
die, remain illiterate, or live with-
out the news of Christianity. It de-
pends upon us to increase our Meth-
odist Youth Fund giving at the
same time that we give to our
church to support our “Special” in
our church.

Bringing new members into the
Methodist Youth Fellowship, bring-
ing them into the church,, and help-
ing them to learn the meaning of
Christian living, or in one word,
‘evangelism’, is a specific emphasis
for this year. Each of us as local
youth will do evangelistic work by
bringing unreached youth to our
services. Each of us will feel a
sense of responsibility in trying to
reach them. By our daily living we
will show others how to live as a
Christian.

Our literature, our conference as-
sembly, our camps, our sub-district
meetings, and our institutes will be
planned around the theme “Jesus’
Way—Our Way”. This theme will
influence us by giving us more in-
sight into the Christian faith and
especially as it relates to service for
Christ. .

YWe have been having several
meetings recently to aid the Ad-
vance. The idea of “Youth’s Place
in the Aavance” was stressed at
our Conference Rally at the Searcy
Methodist Church. Several districts
have had rallies similar to this {ol-
lowing the conference rally. A
training conference was held for
the presidents of district and sub-
district MYF’s and the District Di-
rectors of Youth Work., We will
participate in all mass meetings
such as the state meeting to be
held October 17.

Already we have done much to
interest youth in entering full time
church-related vocations. But . this
year we hope to increase the num-
ber through district vocational in-
stitutes. Any district desiring a fel-
lowship team from Hendrix to con-
duct a weekend district vocational
institute should contact Rev. James
S. Upton soon.

"If we really do a good job of
working for Christ and His Church
through the Advance, we will have
to spend an hour every day in Bible
reading, prayer, meditation, and

service. Young people, Christian
living demands that we give this.
Let’s not let Christ down.

when I look out of the window and
think of something else, he draws
my mind back to him!”"—Dagmar
Renshaw Lebreton, “Sermons That
Sticlk,, Homiletic — Pastoral Re-

view, 7-'49.
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THE ADVANCE AS CON-
FERENCE W. S. C. S.
*  PRESIDENTS SEE IT

(Continued from Page 11)

projects contributing to civic better-
the day brings. Women, could we
not use the next ten years to make
the American family a family of
faith? Consistent, conscious, intel-
ligent choice, is necessary to such
an ideal. But how rewarding it
would be! Here are some sugges-
tions:

1. Find a new definition for the
home, its sphere being all that
shapes its life, the community, the
school, and the Church.

2. Unify our activities to include
only such things as build the better
home life.

3. Purify the family conversation
to talk about good things, good
people, good living, and goodness.

4. Family worshlp every day. De-
clare our faith in some way to-
gether each day. Study the faith
booklets together—find time—talk
of immortality, of prayer, of Chris-
tian marriage, and love.

5. Place the Church right at the
head of all we do. Go to the classes
on faith. Teach a class. Join the Wo-
man’s Society. Help where ever you
can, Attend Church with the fam-
ily every Sunday.

Every Methodist woman has stood
before the altar of her church at
some time in her life and heard the
minister ask, “Will you put away
thought, word, or deed and accept
and confess Jesus Christ as your
Saviour and Lord? Will you dili-
gently study the Bible as God’s
Holy word, and in all things strive
to make it the rule of your life?
Having been taught how the spirit
of our Lord separates right from
wrong, will you faithfully endeavor
to live so as to be pleasing unto
Him?” And we have answered,
“God helping me, I will.”

Women, if we have not done this,
for the sake of the faith, our homes,
our generation, our God, let us be-
gin the Faith endcavor of the Ad-
vance.

THE CHURCH WOMAN
(Continued from Page 11)

ment. Her interest is a new World
Order, World Relief, Displaced Per-
sons and Evangelism will broaden by
participation in study groups.

The privilege of working shoul-
der to shoulder with women of other
denominations through the Council
of Church Women leads to global-
mindedness as expressed by “Pieces
For Peace” and other means, and
beyond that, to that highest privil-
ege, prayer. The outreach of our
prayers is limited only by the
boundaries of our hearts and minds.

The church woman bestirs herself
with the problems of government,
civic justice, prohibition, equality
for all citizens and the public school
system. How many of Arkansas’
23,375 Woman’s Society and Wes-
leyan Service Guild members voted
Tuesday? Does the assessed valua-
tion of our personal property need
to be increased six times? Are we
willing to do as- did the Baptist
minister who when he investigated
conditions in a certain school and
saw that more money was the
remedy for the situation?

One church woman’s faithful
stewardship of time, talent and
prayer in the place she now is, can
count mightily in the total effort
being made to swing the world
from suicide to salvation. Let’s AD-
VANCE TOGETHER.

e Hald?

Nothing particularly »ew about these hats, but
they’re plenty interesting. .. for they represent a
cross section of America — housewives, doctors,
teachers, mechanics, farmers.'And that means they

represent the people who own Arkansas Power &

Light Company.

Yes, people from all walks of life put some of
their savings into companies like ours, and so
become direct owners. But there are countless
indirect owners, and you're probably one of them,
for when banks and insurance companies accept
your money they must invest it wisely, and
because business-managed electric companies have
a long record of efficient service, much of that

money is invested in these companies.

So you can see how the electric industry IS owned
by the people it serves...and anything that is
designed to hurt this industry will surely hurt

you and your neighbors.

HELPING BuUiLp ARKANSAS
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This is a timely lesson indced.
Many of the conditions that Isaiah
{faced are similar to those of our
day. His message to the nation of
Judah might well be heeded by the
various nations of our time.

At the time Isaiah spoke these
words there were two great nations
—Assyria and Egypt—which were
vying with each other for world
domination. Many smaller nations
were lying Dbetween these two
great countries. These nations were
buffer states. The larger rivals
could not reach each other without
passing through their territory.
This made life very perilous for
these smaller nations. The tempta-
tion on the part of these smaller
countries was always to ally them-
selves with first ,one and then the
other of these larger powers.

Isaiah was bitterly opposed to
such alliances. He felt that they
showed a lack of faith in God,
since God was being left entirely
out of the picture, and then, too, it
was placing Judah in the fold of
the pagan nations. At the time the
words of our lesson were spoken
Judah was about to form an al-
liance with Egypt. Isaiah knew that
such procedure would prove the
downfall of Judah.

1. World-Wide Need of Security

During Isaiah’s time Judah was
seeking security. Above all things
else she needed security. That is
also the greatest need of our time.
During one gencration, the world
has passed through two devastating
wars. The second of these wars was
much greater than the first. Made
so, largely, by the improved imple-
ments of destruction. We have
come upon a time of total war; a
condition where one nation goes out
to totally destroy another. This
means that civilians are in about as
much danger as are the soldiers.
This improvement of the tools of
destruction goes on. One might well
pause to wonder just what would
be the consequence if another
world war were to come. We can
rest assured of one thing, it would
not be at all like the past two. They
would look tame indeed compared
to the destruction that would now
come upon the world. Some one
has called attention to the fact that
man is getting the power of God
without the character of God. This
brings about a dangerous situation.
It is well enough for man through
his creations, discoveries and in-
ventions, to get power provided he
has character enough to use it for
the good of all rather than the de-
struction of all.

II. False Hopes of Security

The great nced for security has
brought a lot of day dreaming and
wishful thinking on the part of
many. Great numbers of people are
willing and anxious to turn to any
source whatever that has promise
of help. Under the circumstances we
will have to exercise care to pre-
vent the turning to some desert

i

A NATION'S PRIMARY SECURITY
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 23, 1949
SCRIPTURE TEXT: Isaiah 12:2; 26:1-7; 30:1-17.

!
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T , GOLDEN TEXT: “Thou wilt keep him in perfect
‘ 1 peace, whose mind is staid on thee; because he trusteth
in thee.” Isaiah 26:3.

mirage or broken reed for help.
That was the thing that Judah did,
and the mistake might be repcated
in our day.

Judah turned to Egypt in the time
of her danger and this proved to
be a broken rced. We, too are think-
ing a lot in terms of alliances. We
icel if we can get enough of the na-
tions of the world on our side, we

.will be secure. We are thinking in

terms of Canada, South America
and many of the nations of Europe.
It may be well that we do this for
we are dealing with an enemy that
understands no language but that of
force. We may have to form these
alliances until something better is
found that will prevent war. There
is one thing, however, we must
never forget end that is alliances
alone have never permanently pre-
vented war. This is the old balance
of power idea. It will work for a
while. It may enable us to hold
to the fort until something beiter
can be found. The trouble with the
plan is the other side in the con-
flict is also getting more power all
the while. The time will finally come
when the aggressors feel that they
arce sufficiently strong 1o cope -with
the situation and then the trouble
will begin.

Isaiah was not against alliances
per se. The lesson of last” Sunday
quoted what he had to say about
the matter in chapter 19, verses 23
through 25. There we find him pre-
dicting an alliance between Assyria,
Egypt and Israel. This alliance, how-
ever, was not for the purpose of
war. It was for the purpose of
worship of God and service to hu-
manity: “In that day shall Israel
be the third with Egypt and with
Assyria, even a blessing in the
midst of the Iand.” The thing that
Isaiah objected to was an alliance
for the purpose of war, and especi-
olly the fact that God was left en-
tirely out of the matter. He com-
mended alliances where they were
made to do good rather than harm.
If the alliances we are making to-
day have only good as their chief
motive, then gocd may ultimately
come of them. On the other hand, if
they are wholly for frightening the
enemy and defeating him if war
comes, then war will more than like-
ly come. .

It is rather strange that in the
forming of alliances we usually
work on the negative side of the
questicn. Nations will get together
to prevent war or to win it if it
does come, but they will not get
together for the purpose of render-
ing world-wide sewrvice. There are
many world problems that need to
be settled and it will take the co-
operation of all to get the job
done. For example, there is the race
problem, the problem of capital and
labor, the problem of world trade,
and the lifting the standard of liv-
ing throughout the earth. The so-
lution of these problems will make
for pecace and not merely for the
prevention of war. Permanent pecace

will never come to this world until
nations are just as positive and
saerificial in their efforts to win it
as they are to win a war. Nations
with vastly different indeologies can
zet together to win the war, but
they are miles apart when it comes
to winning the peace. Yet it takes
the same degree of co-operation to
win the one as it does the other.

Another false hope of sccurity is
that of improved weapons. For
many months we had a monoply
on the atomic bomb, but all think-
ing people knew that that could not
go on forever. It was estimated that
the Russians would create the bomb
in anywhere from f{five to eight
years. They came through on the les-
ser time estimate. Now the world
is in 1the midst of an armament race
which is the surest way to lead
finally to war.

Some feel that the way to prevent
war is to make our would-be ene-
mics fear us. That is about the most
foolish hope of all. The best way
to get a man to kill you is to make
him thoroughly afraid of you. When
he ots the drop on you he will use
it. The same is true with a nation.

Yet another false hope is that of
diplomacy and the “cold war”.
Some feel that if we can out-smart
those who oppose us we will win

- out. The trouble with this is no

one knows at what moment a cold
war might develop into a hot onec.
1f the two sides in the cold war
world struggle keep jockeying for
the advantage some one is more
than likely to stagger into a situa-
tion that will start a shooting war.
Surely, the hope of sccurity does
not lie herc.

Politics is also a {false hope.
There are many who fecel that the
politicians will get the problems
worked out. Isaich began his career
with that feeling. He placed his
hope in Uzziah. In fact he trusted
so fully in Uzziah that he could not
see anything clse until the king
was removed: “In the year that
King Uzziah died I saw the Lord.”
Not many years ago hundreds of
thousands were placing their hope
in our late President. There is no
doubt that FDR was a great man.
but no man can solve the probleras
of this world.

III. Dangerous Trends

There are certain trends in our
nation today that are not so whole-
some. There is the trend, for ex-
ample, toward inflation. If this
should get out of hand. it could
cause plenty of trouble. It has cer-
tainly done so in other nations.

Another evil is that of pressure
groups. These are selfish people
who want more than their just
share of the good things of life.
Some of them stand high in govern-
ment circles. They barter their in-
fluence for a mess of pottage. They
cell their good name for gold and
their character for cash.

One of the most dangerous trends
in our nation today is the ever in-
creasing amount of government ex-
penditure. One wonders when in-
dividuals in high places will cease
adding unneeded personnel to the
payroll of the government, and that
at a time when taxes are already
high and the budget is in the red.

There is also a dangerous in-
crease in the consumption of liquor
on the part of both men and women.
The death toll on the highways of
this nation is appalling. More people
die annually on our higchways than
the number of our soldiers who
were killed during any one year of
the recent war. It is estimated that
three-fourths of these accidents can
be charged up to people driving or

walking the streets and highways
while under the influence of liquor.

IV. Real Security

Isaiah believed that real security
is to be found in God alone; “Be-
hold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and will not be afraid: for
the Lord, cven the Lord, is my
strength and song; and he is be-
come my salvation.”

The Prophet felt certain that there
is a personal, holy God who deals in
the affairs of nations. Good will
finally be rewarded and cvil punish-
ed. He was certain that “There is
a power not ourselves that makes
for righteousness.” Iie had unbound-
ed confidence in the {fact that
“Righteousncss exalts a nation, but
sin is a curse to any pcople.” He
was sure that God had a final goal
{for the world toward which he was
moving. Recbellious individuals and
nations could slow the Lord’s pro-
gress, but they could not finally de-
feat his purpose. Peace that passeth
understanding and a fceling of se-
curily that words cannot describe
will come to the individual or the
nation that frusts in God: “Thou
wilt kecep him in perfect peace.
whose mind is staid in thee; be-
cause he trusteth in thee”

Isaiah’s idea of trusting in God
was not a do-nothing policy. “Faith
without works is dead.” One must
beth “trust and obey” if he is to be
the happy rccipient of God’s bless-
ings. Jesus said, “Not every one
who saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven,
but he who docth the will of my
Father who is in heaven.” The Pro-
phet accused the nation of turning
from God to seek help in false se-
curity. He warned that national sal-
vation would come only in return-
ing to the Lord: “For thus saith the
Lord God, the Holy One of Israel;
in returning and rest shall ye be
saved; in quietness and in confi-
dence shall be your strength.”

Isaiah was not only a prophet to
Judah and during his particular age
of the world. He is a prophet fo all
nations and during all ages. He
stands out as a great statesman in
history who interpreted internation-
al affairs in terms of God’s law and
moral purpose. He spoke a truth
that will stand as long as time shall
last. Over and over again he em-
phasized the {act that only in God
can an individual or a nation find
security. The world necds that se-
curity today. It is an inward mat-
ter rather than outward. The burn-
ing need of our time is a renewing
of and a decpening of interest in
the spiritual facts of life. This and
this alone will stop the sweep of
paganistic materialism.

5,000 ¥t WANTED

to sell Bibles, Testaments, gocd books,
handsome Scripture mottocs, Scripture cal-
cndars, greeting cards. Good commission.
Send for free catalog and priee-list.
George VY. HWoble, The Christian Co.
pept. D, Pontiac Bldg., Chieago, 5, ML
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PIPE ORGANS
NEW 4 USED
Frompt service on tuning, re-
building, modernizirs, chimes
additions.
The South’s Largest Organ
Company ’

ARKANSAS ORGAN CO.

P, O. Box 491 Phones 3-0415-—8-0748

No. Littla Rock, Ark.
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