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“Why Should Ghe Spirit
@f eMNMortal Be “Proud?”

N his poem on “Mortality” William Knox
asked the very pertinent question, “Oh why
should the spirit of mortal be proud?” This
great poet lived from 1789 to 1825. We are
not so much surprised that a man living a cen-
tury and a half ago could have such thoughts,
Life was lived then very much as it had been

fecl that the poet’s question was very much in
order.

Since the day in which William Knox lived,
the world has made more progress in education,
science, inventive genius and industrial “know-
how” than humanity had made since the dawn
of authentic history up to the time William
Knox lived. ’ .

Despite the amazing, miraculous progress
in material development and intellectual growth,
during the last century and a half, it is quite
probable that the question of the boet, “Why
should the spirit of mortal be proud?” is more
appropriate today than any time in world his-
tory.

If people have responsibilities in proportion
to their knowledge and resources, this should pe
the most shamed-faced generation of history.
Since 1914, people who are middle aged and
bevond have alrecady seen two of the most
dastructive wars earth has known. We have
lwice seen the nations of earth throwing at
cach other - the most destructive forces that
human, inventjve genius could devise in an
efiort to annihilate people considered enemies.

In a search for weapons yef more destruc-
tive, we have developed the possibilities for g
bucterial war, ultra, deadly gases, directed mis-
dles and the atomic bomb. This type of warfare
oromises 1o make the “next war” one that wilj
iextroy nations of people ‘including combatants
nd non-combatants, men, women and helpless
nildren all alike.

What matters all of the attainments and
ccemplishments of man if he must live. in-
elinitely in a world where war is always either

dark threat or a stark reality. Until we aye
etter able to practice international self-control
nd = spirit of world brotherhood, we may well
5k, “Oh why should the spirit of mortal be
roud?” :

ohe Unanswered Question

‘T was the Apostle Paul who gave us, in that
wonderful resurrection chapter in 1st Corin-
thians, the question “How are the dead
raised up? and with what body do they

me?” Paul gave us only an indirect answer

the question and yet his answer is as concrete
any we have. :

Paul is positive in his faith that we are to
ltinue to live somewhere after life’s day is
1e here. As to the form of the body and the
Nner of life, Paul seems to be quite willing
leave that in the hands of the Father of all.

For the Christian, the whole of life after
th is described in the most glowing terms
t the human language makes possible. After
has been said that can be said, we still feel
t human language is altogether inadequate
lescribe the realities of the eternal world and
eternal life. Finite language‘ .:md thought
not fully comprehend the Infinite.

Mionnntn
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HE doctrine of the resurrection

i takes preeminence over all other
pronouncements of the Christian
church. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ, linked with his promise “because
I live ye shall live also,” gives to man his
only authoritative assurance of life after
death—immortality. The doctrine of the
Tesurrection is the basic factor in at-

tempting to evaluate the worth of human
life. If there be no resurrection, man has
a limited value,

If, however, we crown

human e it the crown of immortal-
ity. we thereby multiply the recognized
valie of human life by infinity. ’

This faith in the survival of human
personality after death has brought more
comfort, courage and outlook to earth’s
people than any other truth proclaimed
by the Christian religion.

There is another fact connected with
the resurrection that follows the pattern
of so many other exrperiences of life
that it should give us comfort and
courage in this trying hour of the world’s
history. It is the fact that the light of
the resurrection morning followed the
darkness of the tragedy of Gethsemane.
This human experience of light follow-
ing the darkness is so common that we
have reduced it to the, proverb, “The
darkest hour is just before day.”

At this Eastertime we find the
world’s skies darkened by fear, distrust,
disillusionment and discouragement be-
cause of the tense, erplosive situation
that exists in our international relation-
ships. Despite existing conditions, our
faith in the resurrection, as a climax to
the experiences of the garden, the cross
and the grave, should give us hope that
somehow God will lead our world
through the present
light of such an Easter MOTNINg as will
make possible a¢ wunited family of the
nations of earth and a world brother-
hood of its distrustful, divided people.

darkness into the
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- Shall “Rise cAgain
e .
& rrection Yollowed ‘X J £ commemorate each year at this season
G etn’ Jine the death and resurrection of our Lord

and Saviour. But the bageant of that

tragic death and triumphant resurrec-

almost every culture of the world. .
The church, as God’s agency among men for

times it has been less potent because of weak-
nesses within its own leadership, but always the

church hag risen again with renewed strength
and power.

principle

when he wrote
crushed to earth,

“Truth,
shall rise again.”

“Who Shall Roll Us

cAway Ghe Stone?”

* ERY early in the morning,” on that first
Easter dawn, as the sorrowing women
hurried to the tomb of Jesus to anoint

his body, the thing that seemed to worry
them most, as they went along, was the fact that

“And they said among themselves, Who shall
roll us away the stone?”

Somehow they had faileq to grasp or had
failed to believe the words of Jesus, when he
had said more than once, in prophesying of his

not have been worrying about
us away the stone.”

The whole trouble with these devoted women
was that they did not believe the promises of
Christ, anq they did not include God in their

calculations, ag they tried to solve the problems
of life that confronted them.

“who shall roll

st_ill looking for Some super-planner;who, by -

virtue of his own intellectua] genius, will be able

’ and enable humanity
the world in beace

relationships, we shall lear

i n to our sorrow that
uman wisdom alone wil]

Nno more be able to

solve that problem in the future than it has in

the past.

So t:ar as the human mind, thus far, has been
able. to Imagine, divine Wisdom has gj

All men-

; they would

e )
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A WEEKLY
! MESSAGE
By‘FO}?NEY HUTCHINSON

ARKANSAS IN OKLAHOMA

On Monday afternoon, March 8th, we laid to
rest in beautiful Fairview Cemetery, here in
Shawnee, Mr. J. B. Hammons. He was stricken
Wednesday evening in his home and passed away
early Saturday morning. At the request of the
family, I participated in the funeral services,
but I had been so closely associated with the
family, and for such a long time, that I felt more
like a relative than an officiating clergyman.

When I went to Hendrix College in the fall

. of 1905, I found a room in Tabor Hall & few

doors from the one that was to be occupied by
Revérend J. D. Hammons. His father, who lived
at Hammonsville, drove across the country to
bring him and a neighbor boy to Hendrix. There

and then, I met his father, a fine old gentleman.-

from the town which bore his name. J. D. and
I were classmates, were graduated together June
5th, 1899, and joined the Little Rock Conference
in the fall of that year. There, through the
years until I came to Oklahoma, we were inti-
mately associated. When I went to Vanderbilt
University, he took my place at Hunter Memorial
Church, in Little Rock. At Hunter Memoridli,
his brother, John W. Hamomns, was chairman
of my Board of Stewards. His sister, Mrs. Pen-
nington, and several other relatives, were ‘also
members of my church.

It was during that period that I first met
J. B. Hammons, who came from the original
home of the family to visit his Little Rock rela-
tives. He moved with his family to Oklahoma.
When I came to Oklahoma City in 1918, he and
his family had already located at Konawa, Okla-
homa. On invitation of his daughter, Miss Jewel
Hammons, a teacher in the schools, 1 delivered
the graduating address at the High School Com-
mencement in Konawa, and there met the entire
family.

Later on, they moved to Oklahoma City and
became members of &t. Luke’s Church, where
I was pastor at that time. From there, their
son, Jack, and our youngest brother, Kelsey,
went together to the Kemper Military School.

"After many years, I came te Shawnee, as
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, and there renewed
my very pleasant acquaintance with the Ham-
mons family. Mr. Hammons was one of my
chief stewards. When I was compelled to retire,
we bought a home near the Hammons home, and
from then until his death were good friends and
frequently visited in each other’s homes.

Mr. Hammons was a fine citizen, with the
help of his good wife, reared a splendid family,
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EV. EDWIN KEITH, pastor at Bradley, is
doing the preaching in a series of services at
his church which began on March 22 and will
continue through the evening of Easter Sunday.

EV. R. E. CONNELL, district superinendent

of the Conway District, is doing the preach-

ing in Holy Week services at Washington Avenue

Church, North Little Rock. Service are held
twice daily. Rev. A. N, Storey is pastor.

EV. J. A. GATLIN, district superintendent

of the Jonesboro District, will be one of the

guest preachers at the St. Louis Conference

Evangelistic Retreat which is to be held at Trout
Lodge, Potosi, Mo., April 12-14,

ORRECTION. In our last supplementary re-
port of subscriptions received we reported a
total from Arkadelphia First Church of ninety
seven. We failed to include six other subscrip-
tions from Arkadelphia which would have made
the total one hundred three which exceeded the
quota for that church.

E{EV. JESSE L. JOHNSON, pastor at McCrory,
announces that his revival begins at the
McCrory Church on Sunday, April 4, with Rev.
H. O. Bolin, pastor of Grand Avenue Methodist
Church of Stuttgart doing the preaching. Rev.
W. D. Golden, pastor of the Methodist Church
in Dermott will have charge of the music.
Plans are to run two weeks.

NNOUNCEMENT is made that The Minis-

terial Alliance and the Men of the Churches
of Greater Little Rock, through the courtesy of
Robb and Rowley Theatres, are again this year
presenting Cecil B. DeMille’s “King c¢f Kings”
picture from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. each morn-
ing from March 22 to March 27 at the Capitol
Theatre. ' '

THE Committee on Friendly Relations Among
Foreign Students—a committee organized
largely by American Protestant churches to
serve the needs of foreign youth in American
colleges and universities on scholarships—reports
that there are 19,934 such students in the U. S. A.
this college semester. Of the total, 15,001 are
men and 4,933 are women.

GROUP of church leaders of several denom-

inations are “invading” some twenty-three
college and university campuses across the nation
this academic year conducting the “University
Christian Mission” to students, under the aus-
pices of the Department of Evangelism of the
Federal Council of Church of Christ. Among
the preachers and leaders are Dr. George But-
trick, Dr. Henry Pitt-Van Dusen, Dr. Edwin
McNeill Poteat, and Dr. Paul Hutchinson.

HE Arkansas Society of United States Daugh-
ters of 1812 meeting in their thirty-fourth
state council at the Hctel Pines, Pine Bluff, on
March 19, voted to give their seven hundred

- dollar scholarship fund to Hendrix College. The

scholarship, named in honor of Mrs. Samuel
Preston Davis, Sr., Honorary Past President
National, is known as the “Kate Dowdle Davis
Scholarship Fund”. The scholarship money will
be added to the money being collected by
Hendrix College for a permanent endowment
student aid fund. )

and was an active member and steward in St.
Paul’'s Church at the time of his death. Our
hearts go out in tender sympathy to his wife,
their two daughters and son, all but one of whom
live here in Shawnee.

Knewing they had many friends and loved
ones in Arkansas, I felt -moved to write this
simple story of the Hammons family, whom I
have known and loved in two States, and across
four generations. Arkansas made a great contri-
bution to Oklahoma when she gave her J. B,
Hammons .and his splendid familv. We need
more of his kind.

NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT FACTS AND FOLKS ©

=3
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N event unique in evangelical circles in Brazil
took place recently when Miss Helen Asher

of St. Paul, Minnesota, was commissioned a
missionary of the Board of Missions and Church
Extension of the Methodist Church. In 1946
Miss Asher went to Brazil for three years as a
teacher in Bennett College, Rio de Janeiro, de-
cided to become a “regular” missionary . for
lifetime service. Dr. James Thoburn Legg, pas~
tor of the Union Church in Rio de Janeiro, and

" Bishop Cesar Decarso, commissioned Miss Asher.

in the name of the Board.

EV. OTTO W. TEAGUE, pastor of the Lake-
side Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, writes:
“In observance of Laymen’s Day it was the de-
light of the Lakeside Methodist Church congre-
gation to have as their speaker Alton B. Raney,
from Pulaski Heights Methodist Church in Little
Rock who brought a most helpful and inspira-
tional message. This was in cooperation with a
week of lay activities of the Pine Bluff District
under the leadership of Sidney L. Good, District
Lay Leader, who during the week from the 22nd
to the 29th had lay speakers in practically every
charge of the district. Eight Laymen from Lake-
side Church spoke in the various churches. We
have had a most satisfactory lay activities week.”

HE annual Good Friday service will be held
at the First Methodist Church, Little Rock,
from 12 noon until 3:00 p.m., with the following

speakers speaking on the Seven Last Words of

Jesus from the Cross in the order named: Dr.
E. C. Rule, district superintendent of the Little
Rock District; Rev. A. C. Carraway, pastor of
Capitol View Church; Rev. R. F. Sorrells, pastor
of Scott Street Church; Rev. E. D. Galloway,
pastor of Pulaski Heights Church; Rev. Arthur
Terry, pastor of Asbury Church; Dr. A. G. Wal-
ton, pastor of the First Methodist Church and
Rev. Kenneth L. Spore, pastor of Winfield
Church. The Chancel Choir of First Church,
under the direction of John H. Summers, organ-
ist and choirmaster, will sing DuBois’ “Seven
Last Words”. Soloists will be Mrs. Purifoy Gill,
Miss Betty Jean Thompson, Earle Kitts and
James R. Shelton. »

“WHO SHALL ROLL US AWAY THE
STONE?”

‘ (Continued from ‘Page 1)
humanity can be resolved. That plan is put in
concrete form in the words of Christ when he
said, “All things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them.”

Every thinking man knows that the uni-
versal adoption of this plan by individuals and
nations would make a comparative paradise of
earth almost overnight. While recognizing that

_this plan would work, it has been pushed aside,

in general, as too “idealistic.”” While rejecting
this ideal that could bring the light of an Easter
morning to every nook and corner of the world,
we sink deeper into the darkness while we con-
tinue to look for some way to “roll fhe stone
away.”

CRUSADE ERECTS TWO CHURCHES
IN BELGIUM

Under the leadership of Bishop Paul N.
Garber and Superintendent William G. Thonger,

two reconstructed Methodist churches in Bel-

gium—Dboth destroyed in the war—were recently
completed. and dedicated. One is the Methodist
Church -at Herstal, where the service was in
French; the other at Ypres where the Flemish
tongue. is used. Large congregations took part
in both dedications.

Both new buildings were made possible by
reconstruction funds of the Crusade for Christ.

Citizenship and the obligations of office-
holding on the part of Christians must once
more be proclaimed as part of the whole counsel
of God, if the Church of Jesus Christ is to

remain true.to her divine mission and calling.

—Dr. C. Cregg Singer.
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HE Board of Missions has ac-
cepted us, and we are going
to Peru.”

Vernon McCombs and his

bride were living in the clouds. He

new field of service at home.

His wife noticed the new light in
his face as they met, and she asked
- what had happened.

“I fell into heaven today,” was
the reply.

Riakp
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DR. VERNON McCOMBS

had dreamed of serving the Lord
as a foreign missionary. Now his
dreams was to be realized,

Four year later he was in Peru,
2 master of the Spanish language,
He approached his work with such
zeal that everyone expected him to
accomplish mighty works for the
Kingdom in his chosen field; but
illness came. After local physicians
had failed to restore his health,
he was ordered to return to New
York City for treament.

“The doctors in the United States
will fix you up in no time, Vernon;
and then you can come -back and
take up your work again.” Such
were the encouraging words of his
fellow workers in Peru. The ship
sailed. The shores of Peru, faded.
The young missionary turned his
thoughts toward New York City,
hoping.

“When can I go back to Peru,
doctor?” came the eager question
to the examining physician at the
mission board.

“You are not going back,
man. You will have all you
to regain your health, You must go
to the Southwest and rest. Be very
careful and conserve every ounce
- of the strength You have left.”

On a train into Southern Califor-
nia went this disappointed young
minister. Life looked, very dark.
There was no light in his soul.

The first Sunday in Los Angeles
he sought the comfort of the sanc-
tuary. Seated in a church-school
class, he observed a woman teaching
a rather listless class of Mexican
children. A Biblical question ‘that
none of the children understood in
English was clarified by the young
missionary in Spanish. The zound of
their own language electrified the
children. So pleased was the woman
in charge of the class that she in-
vited the newcomer to speak to the
children in Spanish,

“Please, miss, can we have him
for a teacher all the time?” was the
verdict of the class,

The passing hours had been like
days to him, but this hour was an
hour of glory. The language he had
learned so well in Peru had found a

young
can do

-others lighted his faco

it il

That undying urge to live for
as he told of
finding the Mexican children, and
i of pushing in, and of being invited
4 to teach in Spanish. A flickering
ray of light and hope came back
into his soul as he told how he had
been invited to take the class as
the regular teacher.,

“How about you health, Vernon?
You know, the doctor said you must
rest.”

“I haven't rested since the doctor
gave me that advice. I fecl better
since teaching that class than I
have since I left Peru.”

His Dream Was Of Service

'By EZRA M. COX

and remained to ask for meetings
among their friends. Signs went up
on buildings in other communities—
new places of worship. Ministers
‘were needed for the fast-growing

"-work.

- Where to get the ministers dis-
turbed the church officials, but Ver-
non McCombs called men from all
walks of life and inspired them to
preach. At first his preachers had
little education. A <chool was need-
ed. At Gardena, California, a dwell-
ing was secured; and there a small
group began to live and to learn.

Many Mexicans came up from old
Mexico. They were friendless and
often unable to find work. For-
tunately some home missiona;y lit-
erature carried the story of what
Edgar J. Helms, of Boston, had ac-
complished through the plan of the

As the weeks went by, the church-
school class grew larger and larger.-
The Mexican children brought their

gation than a class. Since these
Mexicans were interested in relig-
ion, the young missionary went to
one of the church officials and told
what had happened. The church of-
ficial was interested.

“Maybe you are the man I am
looking for,” saig the official. “I
wrote a minister, back east, who
speaks Spanish, tq see if he would
come out and do something for
these Mexicans; but he wrote back
and asked me twenty-five questions.
If I knew the answer to his twenty-
five questions, I shouldn’t be look-
ing for anyone; I could handle the
situation myselt.”

“Perhaps I coulq find the answers
for you.”

“You! Are you in good health,
young man? Several have teied this
Mexican problem and have failed.”

Asking the official to leave the
matter in the hands of the Lord,
the young missionary set forth to
work and once more to dream of
a life of service, ng matter how
short that life was to be,

On the streets he met ‘and made
friends with Mexicans.  With the
help of the church officials he se-
cured an old building ang opened a
church. He preacheq with such zeal
that the Mexicang carried the news
to their friends. i

The church grew. Groups from
other communitjes came to listen

The Plazq Chﬁrch and Community Center, Los Angeles, Cal.,
Founded by Dr. McCombs.

Goodwill Industries. The young mis-
sinoary was_quick to utilize the idea
and started the Goodwill Industries
of Southern California.

Many more problems presented
themselves. A home was needed
for orphan children, and one was
established. A clinic for the sick
was provided. A dental clinic be-
gan. A much-needed legal clinic
was set up. Doctors, lawyers, den-
tists, teachers, and workers were
fired by the zeal of this young
minister and they came to the help
of the Lord. All these enterprises
were started in a small way and
with poor equipment, but Vernon
McCombs dreamed of better days.
He saw the finer things in the souls
of his Mexican people and sought
to help them give expression to
their latent talents,

One day he stood on the Plaza
in Los Angeles. Before him were
some old adobe- buildings. There he
stood and dreamed of a splendid
church and a community center
where he could house his clinies and
establish headquarters for his Mexi-
can work. He felt the surge of a
great religious movement among the
Mexicans and he wanted Methodists
to meet that opportunity.

Church officials in Iog Angeles
frowned upon the idea as too big
an undertaking, but for Vernon Me-
Combs the day of march had come.
He went forth to speak wherever he
could get a hearing. He wrote scores
of letters back to the Board of Mis-
sions. He counseled with everyone
in behalf of his Mexican people. He

®

took photographs showing the pro-
gress in his projects and had the
pictures enlarged. He carried them
wherever he went. He showed them
on trains, in churches, in schools, on
street corners, and in private homes.
He wrote lectures and books on his
work.

He had one desire that consumed
every ounce of his daily strength—
the evangelization of the Mexican
people. For them new churches
must be established, new ministers
must be trained, better opportunities
must be opened. All thege things led
this frail body but stalwart soul
on and on,

Thirty years have gone by since
the doctors sent Vernon McCombs
into the Southwest, Today if a
cold-blooded audit were made of
the work accomplished by this mis-
sionary, it would seem incredible;
the fifty-five churches brought into
being; the forty-six ministers called
and trained; the orphans’ home; the
school, with its ten splendid build-
ings and beautiful chapel; the be-
ginning of the Geodwill Industries;
the money raised to finance all
these projects; the miles traveled;
the speeches made; and the letters
written. .

There is another record that only
the knowledge of the Lord of all
the earth will revecal—a spiritual
movement. The prophet said that the
soul of man was a candle of the
Lord. Surely this candle has burned
brightly.

In a shop of the Goodwill Indus-
tries, Los Angeles, Cal., founded by
Dr. McCombs.

19,934 FOREIGN STUDENTS
IN U. S. COLLEGES

The Committee on Friendly Re-
lations Among Foreign Studentg—
a committee organized largely by
American Protestant churches to
serve the needs of foreign youth in
American colleges and universities
on scholarships—reports that there
are 19,934 such students in the
U. S. A. this college semester. Of

the total, 15,001 are men, and 4,933

are women.

The money that is saved on edu-
cation this year will be spent later
on jails and reformatories.—Path-
finder. ~ '

If the world had to pay cash in
advance for wars and could see
what it was getting, there would
he fewer wars.—Banking,
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EASTER SURPRISE
By Margaret Berry

Mother didn’t have to call, “Hurry,
get up, Elizabeth!” a single time.
For both Elizabeth and her little
cousin, Tommy, were at the kitchen
door before breakfast was ready.

“Happy Easter!” greeted Mother.

“Um-m-m-m, fried ham!” sniffed
Tommy, who loved to come out
from town to visit his aunt and
uncle and cousin on the farm.

“When can we make our Easter
nests?” askedd Elizabeth. .

“As soon as breakfast is over, you
may feed the chickens and make
your nests,” Mother answered. “Then
it will be time to go to Sunday
school.”

“And when we get home from
Sunday school?” wondered Tommy.

“Maybe there will be some Easter
eggs in the nests!” smiled Mother.

After breakfast Elizabeth and
Tommy scattered corn to the chick-
ens. One {fluffy white hen kept
coming very close to them.

“That’s Pecky,” Elizabeth explain-

- ed. “When she was little she broke

her leg and we kept her around
the house and she got to be a pet.
We called her Pecky because she
was alway pecking.”

Daddy brought clean straw from
the barn loft and the two children
made nests in the yard—beneath the
lilac bushes, next to the smoke-
house, against the garden fence.

Then they walked down the road
to the little" white church where
Elizabeth had gone ‘every Sunday
since she was a baby. Today there
were special Easter songs and stories
and Miss Nell, the teacher, gave
each child an Easter picture.

When Elizabeth and Tommy got
home, they changed to play clothes
and ran out to look for Easter eggs.
What fun! In some of the nests they
found chocolate eggs and colored
jelly beans. In some there were real
hard-boiled eggs decorated in bright
colors and with pictures on them.

" Elizabeth stopped to admire the

eggs she picked up, but Tommy
hurried from nest to nest filling
his basket. ’/,

“I'm finding more eggs than you
are!” Tommy boasted.

“There’s just one more nest,” said
Elizabeth, running toward it. She
had made it herself right next to
the garden gate. But when she al-
most reacheed it, she stopped sud-
most reached it, she stopped sud-

Tommy nearly bumped into her.
“What wrong?” he asked.

“Look!” pointed Elizabeth.

Tommy looked. There, sitting on
the Easter nest, was Pecky.

“Don’t scare her,” Elizabeth whis-
pered. “She found our nest and she
crawled on it and she’s going to lay
an egg. We'll go away for a little
while and then come back.”

It wags hard to wait but at la§t
the two children saw Pecky slip
off the nest and go toward the
chicken house singing proudly.

Elizabeth and Tommy rushed out
to the nest. They looked—and there
lay the biggest egg Tommy had
ever seen.

“It's too big for a hen egg!” he
exclaimed.

“Oh, but it is,” answered Eliza-
beth. “It’s a double egg.”

.

a

MESSAGE OF THE CROCUS
By Clarice Foster Booth

Crocus bud, just through the sod,
Did you have some word from God
Saying, “Easter time is near”?

Is that why we find you here?

Did his sunlight pierce the gloom?
Did he break earth, making room
So that you might rise and grow
As Christ did so long ago?

—In The Christian Advocate.

o}
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AT EASTER TIME

The little flowers came through the
ground
At Easter-time, at Easter-time;
They raised their heads, and looked
around, .
At happy Easter-time.
And every pretty bud did say:
“Good people, bless this holy day;
For Christ is risen, the angels say,
At happy Easter-time.”
The pure white lily raised its cup
At Easter-time, at Easter-time;
The crocus to the sky looked up
At happy Easter-time.
“We’ll hear the song of heaven!”
they say,
Its glory shines on us today;
O may it shine on us alway
At holy Easter-time!”
“’Twas long and long and long ago,
That Easter-time, that Easter-
time;
But still the pure white lilies blow
At happy Easter-time.
And still each little flower doth say;
“Good Christians, bless this holy
day;
For Christ is risen, the angels say,
At blessed Easter-time.”

—Laura E. Richards.

“A double egg?”

“Yes, sometimes a hen lays a big
egg like that, with two yolks in it,
and we call it a double egg.” Eliza-
picked it up carefully and started
to put it in Tommy’s basket.

“But it’s yours,” said Tommy.
“That’s your nest.”

“I know what we'll ,do” Elizabeth
told her cousin. “We’ll have Mother
cook it for our dinner. It’s big

enough for both of us.”’

Tommy held Pecky’s egg gently
in his hand. “Pecky,” he said, “gave

us the best Easter egg of all.”—In

the Christian Advocate,

o]

JUST FOR FUN
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The gilt was still on the wedding
ring of the customer who was buy-
ing a cookery book. .

“I thing I'll take this small one at
50 cents,” she said at length.

“We have a large edition of that
at $2,” the assistant said tempting-
ly

BIIIIIIE

“No, thank you,” replied the bride
shyly: “You see, both my husband
and I are small eaters.”

* * L d .

A man was running along the
street, shouting at the top of his
voice, “No!” No! Certainly not!”

A policeman stopped him and
said. “Here, you! What’s the idea?”

“It’s all right, officer,” was the
reply ,“I'm a ‘yes’ man on a holi-
day.” '

* * *

“Son, why don’t you play circus?
It's great fun. First you make a
sawdust ring.”

“But where could I get the saw-
dust, dad?”

“Here's the saw. Just cut some
of the firewood into fireplace
lengths. And you can have all the
sawdust you make.”

x * *

Medico: “Ask the accident victim
what his name is so we can. notify
his family.”

Nurse (a few minutes later): “He
says his family lfnows his pame.”

-

Landlubber: How do they make
these nets you're using? .
Fisherman: Easy enough! They

just get a handful of holes and

then sew them together.
* * *

I've had a ferrible premonition
of approaching death,

No, really?

Yes, 1 bought one of these

L of life-
time perns and its broken. '

IN THE WORLD OF BOYS
AND GIRLS

E“"""“"E
[o T O ]

WHY THE LILY WAS
CHOSEN FOR EASTER

Many, many years ago, so the
story is told, there lived a king
named Religion. Every day he would
walk in his beautiful garden full
of flowers and plants of all kinds,
both small and large. One day the
flowers noticed that the king was
very downcast and sad. He always
came to them when he was troub-
led, for they made him forget his
problems. So they waved and un-
folded and filled the air with per-
fume, but try as they might, they
could not cheer the king. Then one
little flower grew bold and said,
“O Great King! why are you so
sorely troubled? We have all tried
to cheer you, but we have failed”

“it is a long story,” answered the
king. “Some months ago we ob-
served the Easter season. My people
came to me and said, ‘Our King,
we want something to help make
Easter more meaningful to us. At
Christmas time we have holly,
wreaths and Christmas trees to place
in our homes, but at Easter time we
have nothing.’ I have thought and
thought; I have talked with the
trees, the animals, and the clouds,
but I can hear of nothing that
will help bring Easter joy as holly
brings Christmas cheer.”

“Maybe we can help you,” sug-
gested the little flower, “we have
helped you in different ways be-
fore.”

“True,” agreed the king, and soon
the herald was shouting the king’s
command, “Come now before the
king, he will select from out of his
garden a flower or plant to help
bring Easter joy.”

The flowers and -plants all began
to talk at once begging, “Take me,
choose me.” “O,” cried the king,
“one at a time, one at a time, please,”
Then of every flower in turn he
asked one question, “why should I
choose you to become the symbol
of Easter joy?”

One answered, “because I am
beautiful,” another, “I am sweet
smelling,” another, “because I never
die,” and the others gave more
reasons. “You will not do,” said the
king in despair. Just then he heard
a little lily, “O King, I am only a
little lily, but I can tell you some- )
thing that the others here cannot.”

“Speak on,” urged the king, rath-
er impatiently,

“One day,” the little lily spoke
softly, “some years ago, my ances-
tors saw Jesus coming down into
the valley where they lived. He
was trying to comfort His disciples
who seemed to be greatly troubled.
He came and sat upon a great rock
which stood high near the home of
the lilies. The youngest lily of the
family was close to Jesus. Jesus
seeing it, placed His hand on its
head and said, “Look, see this lily!
You should learn a lesson from it.
It doesn’t toil nor spin, yet it is
richer than great Solomon.’ The dis-
ciples were greatly cheered' and
thanked the little lily for the lesson
that the Master taught through it.
So I have a message for Easter.
1t is this, O King, I can testify
that Jesus can make even little
things live with pride in theix
" (Continued on Page 12) -
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- There Is o“ Death

.' L N the doxzling radiance '

) of that first Easter
= o>l Wil Morning, over 1900
&2\ 14 years ago, a mighty
King walked forth
from His grave in a
rock-hewn tomb, and an
angel sat upon the huge
rock with which men had sealed the
sepulchre. He had arisen, as He said| .
" For this King was the King of Life
$n the Universe, in Nature, and in men,
He had triumphed over the world’s

hatred and crueltyl :

Now, in the light of the centuries,
His enemies are long forgotten! He .
lives on forever! >

Yet, each spring Nature remembers o
His triumphant message. She makes the ©
Z //// flowers arise from apparent death to
/ blossom again; the naked trees to burst
into bud and blossoms. The dead felds
become verdant, and young are born to
the beasts of the field.” The bird’s chorus
of joy is carried on sweet, soft spring
breezes, and the grey skies turn to blue
with here and there a floating, fleecy
cloud. The cold, treacherous ice leaves
the great rivers and streams and the
water becomes warm and gentle, The
snow-capped mountains turn to softest

green, while a new moon lies low in a)
star-studded sky.

For, spring with Easter, has ‘come
again. Life is King over death]

And in the hearts of men there is 4
firmer faith, and a deeper lovel .

This was the message of the King.on
that first Easter, when in sorrow those
whom He greatly loved approached His
tomb. They came with heavy hearts;
they left in haste with rejoicing to tell
the glad news that has echoed dowsn the
centuries—“There is no death|” -

- o = ~=Jane Huns Mohs,(
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o Joy Dispels Our Sorrow SN

Morning light was dawning o’er the distant hills,\ Loving ones who sou

ght Him at the break of dg ,  Easter i .

. Banisheq was the midnigh; gloom; Found the angels waiting there; f dey Ha;epli,s ffrgiaf,?:f: ﬁlibtzzeygg;‘naround
Szlently the angels clad in bright array Joy dispel'led their sorrow—fear gave way to  Fragrant flowers blooming after wi%ter days
Solgilme to guard the dear Redeemer’s tomb, Jaith— y o Speak to us the joys of coming Spring.

oldiers yere affrighted and in terror fled, Hope succeeded all their deep despair. Earthly pleasures vanish flowers soon shall fade

hile the angels rolled the stone away, . For the angels told them, “Jesus is not here,” But the joy of Easter shall endure T
Then witp, joy proclaimed, “Christ, the Lord is ™ “But ’?as surely risen as He said,” . Hope of resurrection mever shall grow dim, -
tisen» v ) . en with eager footsteps joyfully they tell il i e, -

/ “See the place where once the Saviour lay. ‘How that Christ had, risen from the degd... .. . W'hl ¢ 'the ‘.lvord.qj qu affggzcsng
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Christian Education and The Joy Of Living

By PROFESSOR HAZEN G. WERNER, Drew University,
Madison, N. J.

HRISTIAN instruction has something _to
offer to unfulfilled individuals who
wonder if there are values, which when
accepted, can make life worthwhile.
Christian education by the spiritual guidance it
grants, the redemption it proclaims and the
spiritual grewth it induces can bring to people a
sufficient answer for the people of today im-
mersed In tragic failures in personal, marital
and family life.
Failures In Living
The failure to live the abundant life must
Tbe seen in terms of emotional as well as spirit-
ual defeat. The Surgeon General’s office in a
‘survey made of the entire war-time population,
‘a few years ago, revealed that about fifty
percent of all the people in the United States
who seek medical help present primarily emo-
tional difficulties. Eric Hutton tells us that
three out ‘of twenty children are affected by
emotional disturbances. People are emotionally
sick. Individuals without joy, unsatisfied and
frustrated wonder if there is any answer to the
enigma of existence. There are persons plagued
with fears and indecision whose insecurity
makes life seem futile. Through Christian Edu-
cation these lives are led to say to the master:
“To whom shall we g0, thou hast the words of
eternal life”. The problem we face generally is
that of a kind of emotional malnutrition that
makes for grave insufficiencies.
The Answer Of Christian Education

In the first place Christian -education is
using the new phychological tools for this im-
portant task, Psychology enables religion to
see down into the very depths of human life,
enables it to function more understandingly ag
@ recreating experience; it aids in spiritual
Rfowing by yielding a basic understanding as
to hew that growth takes place.

Secondly, Christian education is demon-

against the cAhance of a child growing up into
lovely matum?y, into wholesome, normal char-

Qver. against that condition we holg the Chris-
tlan.xdeal of the abuhdant life, Emotiona] cas-
ualties are often the result of parental attitudes
th{at make for the hot-housing of growintT
cl}ﬂgirqn. The emotions remain unexerciseq uni
dlstuplmed and undeveloped. Toq many ,par-
€nts assume that th is . i

ness of the ot e world existg for. the happi-
there were 3 number of chj
bad responsibilities tg meet, a task to perform

As a result, self-reliance was developed anci'
the life Erew emotionally through sharix,lg in

eel. The reward came in the fo
tional security.
Many children have n

: ot learr ifa
Is a give and take m ned that life

atter, have not learned

ccountability, They are
. .'aic;ns and outbreak;

Ct ion i i 1 s
p0551b11ities, and wi v ang A of these

. th n
skill is helping a child bye‘t*;eand consummate

Practices that i
make choices, 14
wn_age level, to {ind
na.tlon of self-worth
life nhormally, a5 it

Supervises; To

There is sti) another way ;

N which the

individuals miss the abundant life. They miss
it because of that strange inferior feeling thgt
settles down upon them in mastery of their
destinies. A child that is net wanted—laughed
at, constantly opposed, i almost certain to
grow up to be a defeated adult. “I have all
my life feared storms, death and fecared most
of all my father,” said one futile person, now
middle aged.

If every parent could see down the years
the consequences of their despotic spirlt in
handling their children, the effect _mlght .be
reforming. In a study of 105 juvenile ‘delm-
‘quents out of 153 cases of delinquency it was
found that these 105 children. felt that the_y
were unwanted by either one or both of their
parents. Peculiarly enough in the instances of
105 of their brothers and sisters who were non-
delinquent, not one reported the fegzlmg of
being unwanted. This study is certainly re-
vealing.

Christian education has set itself to correct
these conditions at their source. Christian edu-
cation is teaching young parents in newly
created homes that children are to be seen and
treated as individuals. Jesus stressed thg f_act
that each person is of sacred worth. Christian
education teaches the necessity of democracy
in home life and family affairs. Severgl th%ngs
must ebtain if fulfilled, happy, satisfying hyes
are to be the products of our homes. A genuine
and mutual affection cn the part of the parents
toward each other—as a basic resource to t.he
feeling of security on the part of each family
member. Secondly, a love of the child for the
child’s sake. The parents must love for her-
self, not because she is a model child, or be-
cause she stirs them with pride, but beqau;e
she is Nancy, their girl, God given, an indi-
vidual who shares in the life of the home, gnd
has her part and place, indispensably making
for a rich experience in that home. Dr. George
Preston in his book “The Substance of ~Ment.al
Health” said, too many parents see their chil-
dren as saxophones upon which to play any
particular tune of which they are fond. '_I‘hlrd-
ly, the child is listened to and taken serlous]y.
What she says is not measured by an adt‘ut
evaluation of its worth but is regardgd on the
basis of what it means to the boy or girl. Tllgsc
are Christian ideals furthered Dby Christian

+ education.

Perhaps the chief source of unhapp:ness
and emotional ill-health is to be found in the
self-centeredness of a life—what may be called
“halo-sickness.” The egocentric person shuts
himself in from the world of needs and 'trou-
bles. When he does, he shrinks his own llfe_ to
a negligible size. He votes aga.inst a _full life.
To this life Christian education Drmgs'the
summons to enlist in the service of the ng-
dom. to lose his life for his Master’s sake in

- order to find it—the larger life.

Finally, some persons are unhappy and
joyless because they have lost a sense of mean-
ing—a reason for living. C. J. Jung, the Euro-
pean Psychotherapist said, “How often have I
heard a patient exclaim, ‘If I only knew that
my life had same meaning and purpo-:e th?E
there would be no silly story about my nerves’.
There was the young woman who said so
dejectedly, “I can’t seem to mak_e any use out
of my life.” Christian education 1nvxtes. the life
to accept a frame of purpose that brings the
life a meaning that is eternal. “But seeli ye
first the Kingdom of God,” said Jesus, am}i’
all of these things shall be ad.ded unto you.
Christian education affords cnhghtenment. a.nr.l
guidance to the end of fulfilied and satisfied
living.

There is perhaps no time at which we are

.disposed to think so highly of a friend, as when

we find him standing higher than we expgcted
in the estimation of others.—IHeart of Midlo-
thian.

Cast all -your-cafe on God; that anchor
holds.——Tennyson.
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T.oday, dear God, 11 need Thy love and grace,

Thy steady hand to guide me as I face

The eager, upturned, questing eyes of youth .

That look to me for knowledge and for trut]

Help me to know that in each untried heart
Abides a spark of Thee from which may ste
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Prayer

lowing flame of zeal, an urge to be
hy hedling servant to humanity.

h me to shape with gentle, loving care
Their plgstic minds, and let me humbly share
task of keeping ever strong and bright

Their faith, and hope, their spirit’s shining light.
ertrude A, Clemops in Christian Herald,

—
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]  Christian Education Gives Prizes T )

By REV, LEON M. ADKINS, Pastor,

First Methodist Church,

... Schenectady, N, Y.

LTHOUGH this miéy he characterized as should come to them. The

the  prize-minded generation, there is

nolhing particularly new about the de-

sire to win prizes. Early tales zhow
Cain and Abel buildiig sltars and bringinig
produce in the attempt to Win God’s favor.
When  Paul challenged the Graédy - Roman
world with the character and ethics of Jesus,
the atmosphere was charged with laurels,
{rophies and wreaths of victory. On many
occasions Paul included the prize-lingo in his
letters to the Churches. Oft-quoted is his
declaration “Thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Speaking of the discipline of competing ath-
Ietes, he says “They do it to receive a perish-
ahle wreath, but We an imperishable,” He
writes with enthusiasm the philosophy and
motivation of his own dynamic life “I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus.”

What Prizes Meant To Paul

If Christian education is the process by
which we grow in the qualities ¢f Christ,
we have good Biblical precedsni for be-
ieving thai it has prizes to offer. But
ciors we got tpo excited about ¢o lecting a
ot of rowards tg give, we nead fo cvaluate
some of the characteristios of this prize-jidea,
When Paul dealt with it, coniestants were
“Lgkting a fight” and athletes wers “running
a race”. Carrying the thought over into his
religious expetience, he was careful always to
meke it clear that they were seeking a “par-
ishable wreath, but we an impetishable.” There
Was a real contrast in the nature of the prizes.
Secular prizes of Paul's time bore no tesem-
blance to the struggle which won them, and
they were made of different stuff. The laurel
wreath and the viector's crown for example,
nad nothitig in their structure which even
sugZested the physical discipline of muscle and
slill. “The prize of the upward call of God
m Christ Jests” was a fusion of contest and
reward. The process and the prize were in-
separable as he himself testifies, “For me to
live is Christ.” ’ :

2
1Y

o
1

~~  OQOur Prize-Happy Generation

The current contest intoxication finds us
all rather brize-happy and not too critical in
judgment of what’s going on. Homemakers
long for the prize of cleaner clothes for less
50ap and time with the assurance that they
will be lenger lasting. Soap products are so
nearly identical that each “does everything”,
Manufacturers:, therefore, vie for public patron-
age by running contests and giving prizes that
bave no rezemblance to the product they sell.
Movie theatres resort to free dishes and bank-
nights to secure. patrons when the “prize—v
quality” of the show is inadequate to draw
them. 1In the~Crusade emphasis upon the
we should be everlastingly
grateful to the staff of our General Board
of Education. Its consistent warning against
tommonly accepted contests and awards has
chcouraged thoughtful realism in many. a
Church. Suggestions and guidance from the
same source have strengthened the Church in
its School of Christ as it presses “on toward
the upward call of God.” . ‘

The Christian-Prize Ideca

The prize-idea, therefore, is not brought
up for ridicule or condemnation. Its prostitu-
tien is the cause of our concern. Many respond
to the invitation to Church School with the
question “What do I get out of it?” or “Why
should I make the effort to study and attend
a Church School class?” When we are met
with these rebuffs, do we have an answer that
is convincing without being irritating? 1In
Schiencetady a local radio station presents a
program called “Phoning for Dollars”. The
question, having to do with music, sport, his-
tory, biography or what-have-you, is asked in
the midst of a variety of advertising slogans.
Probably thousands of persons rush to ency-
clopedias, dictionaries, history books, etc., to
have the answer ready in case the phone call

prize money in-

creases each day until the question is answered,
Can we extend a friendly invitation to attend
Church School with the assurance that “Chris-
tian education gives prizes too0?” If we think
# can be done easily, we are in for quick
disappointment. These prizes can’t be indicated
by a ribben, a wreath, a dollar or a badge,
Like still waters, the prizes of Christian edy-
cation run deep. '

The prizes of Christian education are found
both in process and in achievement. We court
disaster by doing one kind of activity to
achieve another kind of goal. The achieve-
ment, regardless of our wishes, will be con-
ditioned in itg character by the process which -
attained it, Grapes, said a great teacher, can
never be expected by the thistle process. As
Christians we proceed on the fundamental
assumption that the divine life is active within
us in both the process and achievement of “the
goal of the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus.” '

The prizes of Christian education are varied
and as real as life itself. There is no area of
experience they cannot permeate. They are
redeeming and transforming. Through them
life can be joyous and satisfying. In days of
uncertainty and fear, mistrust and~suspicion,
the human heart longs for no greater prize.

Joyous And Satisfying

Christian education offers the prize of
joyous and satisfying living because it provides
perspective and pattern. It not only deals with
the history of the Christian tradition, but it
brings current personal and social relation-
ships into focus. It helps to fit life’s experi-
ences of success and failure, gladness ang
sorrow, good and evil into a meaningful pat-
tern. The interest of working on-a jig-saw
pyzzle comes not from its ease or difficulty of
solution, but from the fact it has design and
meaning. Joyous living is not a matter of easy
hilarity. It is a feeling of wholeness—that one’s
life makes sense—and that wholeness is the
divine design for society. The big step toward
this prize comes when the whole family parti-
cipates in the Church’s program of Christian
education. No other agency under heaven pro-
vides the “set up” to “turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers” as does the Church.
From nursery child to octogenarian the Church
through Christian education provides a way
of fellowship by which maturity, youth and
childhood gain a common perspective.

"Thus seeing Christ and dedicating them-
selves continuously to him, they have received
the prize of Christian education. It is comrade-
ship with him “who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross,” and of whom it
was written “and He shall see the travail of
His soul and be satisfied.”

THE TEACHER’S SIGNATURE

In comparison with other professions, edu-
cation has a peculiar quality. Compare it with
architecture and building construction. In the
construction of a building it makes some differ-
ence what ‘is done. It makes some difference
how that something is done, but makes rela-
tively little difference who does it, as long as
the plans and specifications are followed.

In teaching, also, it does make some dif-

ference what you do, and it makes sorhe differ-

ence how you do it, but
difference who does it. .

The question of who does the teach}ng is
probably the most important question in the
quality of any individual's education. Th.e
individual teacher places his signature on ‘his
work just as truly as the painter who writes
his in the lowest corner of his painting.—Ernest
O. Belby, Dean, New York University School
of Education.

it makes an enormous

Let your sabbath go, and with it will go
your Bible, and after that your.liberty—Tal~
madge,

{
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g Contributing Editors:

KINDERGARTEN
LABORATORY CLASS

May 3-7 has been selected as the
date for the Kindergarten Labora-
tory Class to be held in Pine Bluff
at First Methodist Church. The class
will be especially for Kindergarten
(Beginner) workers and parents of
Kindergarten children. Mrs. P. E.
Steck will have charge of arrange-
ments for the class, as the class
will have to be limited as to the
number who may attend. All kinder-~
garten workers in the Pine Bluff
and nearby churches are urged to

enroll immediately. The followfng .

is a tentative schedule for the class:
Monday Morning—9:30 to 11:30—
adults only.

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
9:00 to 10:00 a. m.—children in the
laboratory class with adults observ-
ing. 10:00 to 11:30 a. m.—children
leave and adults proceed with eval-
uation and study period.

Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.’ m.—adults
only,

A competent person to care for
those children who will have to
come with their mothers, will be
provided. But it is hoped that wher-
ever possible parents will make ar-
rangements for their children to
leave the church when the chil-
d;en’s class is over. Only four and
five year old children will be ac-
cepted in the laboratory class, with
the exception perhaps of a few
children who have recently become
six and have not yet started to
school. Kindergarten workers from
over the conference will be accepted
until the quota for the class is
filled. All persons desiring to at-
tend will contact Mrs. P. E. Steck,
Box 347, Pine Bluff, Arkansas.—
Mrs. W. F. Bates.

SOUND FILM STRIP

OUR PLANET, OUR PROBLEM.
A_color film strip with 77 frames
with dramatic story on 2 twelye
inch double faced records. This re-
source is prepared for use in Sunday
evening services, fellowship nights
and other géneral meetings when
the entire constituency may be
reached. It will arouse the concern
of the church to the importance of
Christian education and the impor-
tance of the church school in this
day. Rental rate $2.50, purchase
$17.50. Release date March 1. Order
from the Methodist Publishing
House.

Geo. Marshall, Sec’y of State:
“The patient is sinking while the
doqtors deliberate, so I believe that
action -cannot await compromise

DR. MAYNARD TO BE IN
LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE

Dr. D. M. Maynard of Scarritt
College is to be in the Little Rock
Conference for a series of district
meetings on adult work, beginning
Sunday, April 18th. The Conference
is fortunate in securing the services
of Dr. Maynard whose coming at
this time coincides with the Cru-
sade emphasis on adult work dur-
ing the months of April and May.

The purpose of these district meet-
ings is to discuss ways and means
of improving the quality of work
done by the adult groups. Attention
will be directed to source materials,
methods of teaching, and to general
procedures in the development of
an effective adult program.

Those attending should be the
general superintendents, superinten-
dents of the Adult Division, officers
and teachers of the Division, and
all others interested in reaching
more adults with better teaching.

. The schedule is as follows:

Little Rock District,.* at First
First Church, Sunday, April 18th,
2:30 and 7 p. m.

Camden District, First Church, El
Dorado, April 19, 5 p. m.

Texarkana District, April 20 (place

‘and hour to be determined)

Prescott District, at Nashville,
April 21, 10 a. m.

Arkadelphia District, April 22,
Malvern 10 a. b., First Church Hot
Springs, 7 p. m,’

Pine Bluff District, First Church,
Pine Bluff, April 23, 6 p. m.—Roy E.
Fawcett.

ADULT NEWSPAPER
PUBLICITY

In answer to a wide demand, a
second series of publicity helps has
been issued in connection with the
April-May Crusade emphasis, under
the title, “Reach Adults Through
Newspaper Publicity” (8114-B). Six
drawings and six short editorials
are included in the folder, which
has been mailed to all ministers and
adult workers.

Titles for these mats are: Adults
Need Christian Teaching (8107-B),
Face Present-day Problems (8104-B),
Parents Need Church School (8105-
B), You Are Never Too Old (8109-B), ,
Be One of Thousands (8108-B), and
Grow in Christian Faith (8106-B).
This' set may be obtained for one

dollar from the Service Depart-

ment, 810 Boardway, Nashville 2,
Tennessee, cash with order.

through exhaustion. Whatever ac-
tion is possible . . . . must be taken
without delay.” ;
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NORTH ARKANSAS
CONFERENCE NOTES
By Ira A. Brumley
Recreational Conference

The North Arkansas Conference
is entitled to 10 delegates in the
jurisdictional recreational confer-
ence to be held in Oklahoma City,
April 12-16. Persons interested in
attending this conference should
write Board of Education, Hendrix
Station, Conway, Arkansas.

Rev. Paul M. Bumpers has been
certified to teach the First and
Second Series courses on Christian
Beliefs. .

Rev. J. Albert Gatlin has been
certified to teach the First and Sec-
ond Series courses on The Crusade
for Christ in the Church School.

Mt. Sequoyah—Summer 1948

The Mt. Sequoyah program for
this coming summer offers rich op-
portunities for local church, district
and sub-district and Conference
leaders. .

‘The program will open with the
School of Missions, July 6-16. The
missionary conference will be held
the second week of the School of

- Missions.

The Leadership School for lead-
ers in Christian education will be
held July 19-30. A rich program
planned for disi\;rict and Conference
workers and a limited number of
local church leaders has been an-
nounced. There will be Second Se-
ries and Third Series Courses. Spec-
ial opportunities in the field of
children’s work, the Christian home
and visual aids as well as in other
general fields will be offered.

The Leadership School is primar-

ily planned for district, Conference -

and area leaders in Christian edu-
cation. The North Arkansas Con-
ference has been given by far the
largest quota of 50. This will give
us an opportunity to have a few
local church workers in our delega-

tion. Should a local church have a

worker who can become not only a
local church worker but can make
an area contribution, said church
should make application at an early
date for a place for such a person.
No one can enroll in the Leader-
ship School this year except through
special application, blank to be se-
cured from the Executive Secretary.
This is the jurisdictional plan and

Contributing Editors: [
Ira A. Brumley

i

all conferences must follow out the
procedure. Interested persons should
write Board of Education, Hendrix
Station, Conway, Arkansas.

The youth conference at Mt. Se-
quoyah will be held August 3-13.
The North Arkansas Conference
will be limited to about 20 delegates
who are to be district and Con-
ference officers, or sub-district of-
ficers.

A new program begun at Mt
Sequoyah last summer, under the
sponsorship of Mt. Sequoyah and
the North Arkansas Conference
Board of Education is to be con-

tinued this year. It is a five-day-

Bible School. We have secured the
services of Drs. J. H. Hicks and Wes-
ley C. Davis of Perkins School of
Theology, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, Dallas, Texas. Dr. Hicks is
to offer the spiritual implications
in the Book of Genesis. Dr. Davis
is to offer the Book of Revelation.
Many of our people should take ad-
vantage of this splendid opportun-
ity to have a week of real Biblical
instruction.

While only one course can be
taken for credit those attending may
have the opportunity of having both
series of addresses. Dr. Hicks will
have the morning program and Dr.
Davis the evening program, with
the afternoon free for rest, study

and recreation. The date of this‘

conference is August 23-27.

Plan to take advantage of some
of the excellent programs at Mt.
Sequoyah.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CHILDREN’S WORKERS

May 3-7—Kindergarten ILabora-
tory Class—Pine BIluff.

May 25-26—Little Rock District
Children’s Workers Camp at Alders-
gate. Write Miss Fay McRae, 1907
Broadway, Little Rock for further
information.

July 13-15-—State-wide Children’s
Workers Conference to be held at
Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas.

July 19-30—Leadership School at
Mt. Sequyah, Fayetteville.

Plan now to attend one of the
above mentioned training oppor-
tunities. Definite information as to
the leaders and schedules will be
given at an early date—Mrs. W. F.
Bates.

—

CHURCH FURRITURE

PULPITS, CHAIRS, PEWS, COMMUNION ‘
TABLES AND OTHER PIECES FCR &E
ALL DENOMINATIONS

o (L R e e S N T U] Leird’s has designed and manufactured church
D E furniture for churches in Arkani:s, Louis}ié:na,
on’t Tak i New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kan-
¢ Chances With Bonds sas, Colorado, Tennessee and Mississippi. Leird
A 'SAFE DEPOS'T BOX * Lumber Company o%erctesdo nur:berho: plq?ts,
. and the large unit devoted to church furniture
IN OUR VAULT has ready access to the fine,”selﬁd Lvofods that
i iti H distinguish Leird products. All church furniture
?e’;’jfﬁ?e‘f“g’:ng;“eci.wr; at low cost for is cut, shaped, fitted and finished by skilled
and other valuabiesl,mva e papers, wills i craftsmen in the Leird plant. ) -
Leird Quality costs less, for it lasts
Ionger. You deal directly with the plont
e ™ " at a saving, because all in-between
. % % : % expenses are eliminated. T
oA fd QY AN WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG :
" c 2401 Wright Avenve @ LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
i ourth and Louisana S0, Mamber K. D. I, €.
X TP ww -
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LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
YOUTH PROGRAM

Conference Youth Night at the
Annual W. S. C. S. meeting will be
held March 30th at 7:30 at Hope.
District and local Secretaries of
Youth Work, and all young people
are urged to attend. Special recog-
nition will be given to all Life Ser-
vice Volunteers. Make your plans
to attend this important meeting.—
Mrs, Clyde Williams, W. S. C. S.
Conference Secretary.

SILOAM SPRINGS INSTALLS
OFFICERS

In the sanctuary of the Methodist
Church, the new officers of the
Woman’s Society of Christian Ser-
vice were installed by the Rev.
J. T. Byrd, pastor, in a very beau-
tiful and impressive candlelighting
service.

The officers for 1948 are: Presi-
dent, Miss Floy Dodgen; vice-prgsi-
dent, Mrs. Dick Hodges; recording
secretary, Mrs. Frank McKinney;
promotional secretary, Mrs. M. A.
Holbrook; conference treasurer, Mrs.
C. G. Chandler; local treasurer, Mrs.
Holland King; secretary spiritqal
life, Mrs. J. T. Byrd; secretary mis-
sionary education, Mrs.
Feemster; secretary literature and
publications, Miss Harriet Wat_ers;
secretary Christian social relations
and local church activities, Mrs. J.
R. Xindy; secretary Wesleyan Ser-
vice Guild, Mrs. Henry Goss; secre-
tary status of women, Mrs. A. L.
Cline; secretary student and youth
work, Miss Mary Walker; secretary
children’s work, Mrs. Titus Chinn.

Music for the service was given
by Mrs. Tom Whiteside, pianist.
Meditation and prayer was offered
by Mrs. C. G. Harvey, the theme for
the new year, “That Thy Way May
Be Known Upon the Earth” was
presented by Mrs. J. T. Byrd. Mrs.
C. G. Chandler spoke concerning
the members’ liabilities and assets,
following which pledges were made
while members knelt at the alt.ar.
Miss Dodgen closed the service with
a peem and prayer.

“BENEATH THE CROSS OF
JESUS”

It has been remarked that while
women are prominent in the Gospel
accounts of the crucifixion and the
resurrection of Jesus, and were the
first to tell the “Easter news”, mod-
ern hymn books are almost without
Easter and pre-Easter hymns of
praise and prayer from from the
pens of women poets. One notable
exception is the Lenten hymn, “Be-
neath the cross of Jesus”, written
by Elizabeth C. Clephane (1{330-
1869), which has found its way into
a number of evangelical hymnals,
and is being sung much at this
season of the year. The first stanza
runs:

“Beneath the cross of Jesus

I fain would take my stand,

The shadow of a mighty rock

Within a weary land;

& home within the wilderness,

4 rest upon the way,

From the burning of .the noontide
heat, \

And the burden of the day.”

—W. W. Reid.

-
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That He is risen . . .

Trisomnmnm

“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD”
By Grace Noll Crowell
At that far Easter-time Christ’s grave command
Rang out as silver-clear as some struck bell:
“Go ye into all the world and preach
The gospel—go quickly, go and tell
“and today, O men,
That same command rings clearly out again!

“Go ye into all the world,” He said, .
The troubled world, the world so prone to doubt;
“Go ye quickly—"" while there yet is time,
Say: “The Christ is risen!” Cry it out
Until the crystal meaning of the word
Pierces the darkness, and men have heard.

. Tell tortured mankind there is hope ahead;
Call out: “The Christ is risen as He said!”

L

—Herald of Holiness.

ANNUAL MEETING, WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN
SERVICE, LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE

MRS. E. D. GALLOWAY
Conference President

MRS. R. L. BROACH
Local President

The seventh Annual Conference of the Little Rock Woman’s Society of
Christian Service will be held in Hope March 30-April 1st. The Conference
will convene at 10 am., March 30th. Mrs. E. D..Galloway, Conference
President, will preside over the session of the conference.

Guest speakers will be Mrs. J. E. Critz, Fayetteville, President of the
North Arkansas Conference W. S. C. S.; Rev. Paul Galloway, pastor of
First Church, Fayetteville; Miss Mary McSwain, our Missionary to Brazil.

An interesting feature of this conference will be a Pageant, written
by Mrs. F. M. Williams, “Looking Backward—Thinking Forward”, given
Wednesday evening, celebrating the 75th Anniversary of Woman'’s Work

in the Little Rock Conference,

Rev. E. D. Galloway, Little Rock

, will give the morning devotional.

The contents of the program promises a rare treat to those privileged to

attend this great conference.

CONWAY DISTRICT TO HAVE
MEETING
The Spring meeting of the Con-
way District will meet in Pottsville
April 9th. The meeting will convene
at the Methodist Church at 10:00
a.m. and adjourn at 3:00_p.m.

Miss Edith Martin, missionary to

Africa, and Miss Grace Badgett, -

deaconess in the North Arkansas
Conference, will be the guest speak-
ers for the day.

There will be a period in which
district officers may exchange ideas
about methods with corresponding
local officers. Lunch will be served
at the church by the Pottsville So-
ciety for fifty cents (50c) a plate~
Mrs, Doyle Baker.

DYESS SOCIETY MEETS

Mrs. Earl Wilson, the new presi-
dent of the Dyess W. S. C. S., pre-
sided over the meeting, at which
there were 18 members present.

The devotional was led by Mrs.
Jacobs, after which there was a
short program rendered by Mrs.
W. B. Yount, Vice President of the
society. The society honored Mrs,
George Hughes with a shower.

During the social hour refresh-~
ments were served by the hostesses,
Mrs. Yount and Mrs. P, B. Wood.
This was one of the most helpful
and enjoyable meetings of the soci-
ety and it is hoped it is indicative
of the interest for the new YORAT
Reportes. : .
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~ WOMAN'’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE .

TR T

i

EMERSON W. S. C. S.

Because it is our very own, be-
cause its existence depends on us
aqd our efforts, because of a con-
Sclousness of our own need for it
and its need for us we pay tribute:
Yea, express gratitude for the Wo-
man’s Society of Christian Service.

With an average attendance of
foux_', occasionally five, we have ex-
berienced a calling forth from the
Holy Spl:l'it to carry on. “How can
you do it?” One ask, and we say,

How can we not do it”?

The hymns, sung many timeg in
group or congregational singing take
Oon new meaning when four or five
weak.voices drink deeply of their
meaning. Qur prayers seem knit
together because of their echo in a
large room that makes us conscious
of our need of others.

Then there is our study materials
so 1_nformative, S0 great in its under-
takings we are made to feel a spirit
of pride because we can have had a
small part in helping to speed it
on to others. :

These experiences, coupled with
a'longing to be sustained from on
high, are the reasons we cannot
quit this great work.—Mrs. W. C.
Wingfield.

EASTER DAWN
Frances Ridley Havergal
a‘,gt is too calm to be g dream,
00 gravely sweet, too full of power,

Prayer changed to praise this very
hour!

Yes, heard and answered; though

it seems
Beyong the hope of Yesterday,
Beyond the faith that dared to pray,
And not beyond the love that heard
And not beyond that faithful word
On which each trembling prayer
may rest,
And win the answer best.

Yes, heard and answered! sought
and found!
I breathe a golden atmosphere
Of solemn joy, and seem to hear
Within, above, and qll around,
The chime of deep cathedral bells,
An early herald peal that tells
A glorious Eastertide begun:
While yet are sparkling in the sun
Large raindrops of the night storm
: passed
And days of Lent are gone at last.

(Written in pencil the early dawn
of her last Easter Day, April, 1879).

NEW SOUTH CENTRAL
JURISDICTIONAL OFFICERS

At the recent meeting of the
South Central Jurisdictienal Con-
ference it was necessary to elect
three new officers to fill vacancies
that had occurred because of resig-
nations: Mrs. C. A. Barr, 2502 Aztec
Drive, Austin, Texas, as President

of the South Central Jurisdietion, -

to succeed Mrs. George Sexton, Jr.,
of Shreveport, La.; Mrs. Ralph k.
Dunn, 12 Windermere Place, St.
Louis 12, Mo,, {6 succeed Mrs. Mell
Pallette, Independence, Mo.; Mrs.
Sam Evans, Gallatin, Mo, t6 suc~
ceed Mrs. Jolin W. Ekwall, Omaha,
Nebraska. o

Mrs. E. D. Galloway, 601'N. Palm,
Little Rock, Ark. was elected chair.
man of the Board of Managers of
the Woman’s Building on Mt So-
quoyah to succeed Mrs. €. A. Barr.

i
l
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[ BUTTERFIELD YOUNG
| PEOPLE ORGANIZE
1 JUNIOR M. Y. F,

The members of the Butterfield
Methodist Youth Fellowship decided
to organize a Junior Fellowship.
The members are of the ages from
six to ten years., The older age
group is meeting with them and
leading their activities. They pre-
sented, with the help of the older
group, their first program Sunday
evening, March 14. The subject of
the program was “Christ and the
Children of the World.” Each child
had made a large cut—out of some
child of another country. These
were stood in a semi-cirele on the
table. In front was a cross also
made by a junior member. In front
of the cross were two candles nifk-
ing the shadow of the cross fall
across the children of the world.
The program follows:

Hymn, “This is My Father's
World”; Scripture, Fay Rusher; Re-
sponsive reading, group: Prayer,
Lowell Dale Efrid; “The Boy Who
Loved Music”, Inez Dammon; “The
Child”, Dicky Krutsch, Marlin Lee
Damon, Bobby Witaker, Mary Sue
Dammon and Beverly Wallace; Pi-
ano solo, Beverly Wallace; “O’er
Al the World”, Alta Jean Efrid.

The entire group met at the home
of their sponsor on March 10 and
made St. Patrick’s Day and Easter
tray favors for the hospital, sham-
rocks for St. Patrick’s Day and rgb-
bits for Easter.—Mrs. Frank Spur-
lin, Youth Counselor. .

MEN'S BIBLE CLASS SIGNS
RARE DOCUMENT

The Men’s Bible Class *of the
Burt Pickens, Jr., Memorial Meth-
odist Church of Dumas took advan-
tage of the five Sundays in Feb-
ruary by having the resolution given
below signed by 56 men present on
the day!

“Sunday, February 29, is a date
for rare distinction in that it occurs
only at intervals of twenty-eight
years.

The Methodist Men’s Class, Du-
mas, Arkansas, is taking advantage
of this rare date by having every
member attending Bible Class on -
this day to sign this document. The
document is to be held in safe
}{eeping and on February 29, 1978,
1t is to be exhibited before the
Methodist Men’s Bible Class and the
roll called to see how many at-
tendants on February 29, 1948, will
be present on February 29, 1976.

May our Lord permit many to -
be present on that future day.’—
C. W. Meador.

WHY THE LILY WAS
CHOSEN FOR EASTER

(Continued from Page 6)
h‘earts, because he loves them. I can
silently repeat the saying of Jesus
to His disciples, that all should
know a great life is a life that Jesus
an use to teach a lesson to others.”

The little lily wanted to say more,
but the king interrupted saying,
“vou will be crowned forever the
true messenger of Easter joy.”—

. f&.tL. Murray in Christian Evange-
ist.

John Foster Dulles, U. S. delegatae
to UN: “The men in the Kremlin
are in a deleryma. Unless they can
tonjure up enemies they cannaot
ustify their powers? ° 7

—m -

NEWS ABOUT IHENDRIX
Band Gives Annual Concert
The Hendrix Concert Band ob-
served its 35th Anniversary with
an annual spring concert March 17.
The 65-picce band, under the di-
rection of Ashley R. Coffman, ac-
sistant professor of music, present-
ed a varied program. Among the
numbers were the first movement
from Schubert’s “Unfinished Sym-
phony”, Cole Porter’'s “Begin the
Beguine,” and “The Poet and the
Peasant”, by von Suppe.
Albert Skinner, a sophomore from
Fort Smith, was marimba soloist

for “Flight of the Bumble Bee” by *

Rimsky-Korsakov, which was spee-
ially arranged for miramba and
band by Mr. Coffman, J. T. Luck, a
senior from Hope, directed the band
in one number.

The Hendrix band was organized
in 1913 by Walter H. Hearn, who
was at that time a student at the
college. Other directors include
Harry C. Newman, 1914; Wallace
H. Hannah, 1915-17; Ed Schroll,
1917; H. E. Nutt, 1919-22: R. L.
Campbell, 1922; L. L. Brown, 1924;
V. Y. C." Eady, 1925; William D.
Matthews, 1926; William Shepherd,
1927, Charles E. Stewart, 1931;
James McKinzie, 1932; Don Martin,
1933-35; Randolph Cannon, 1935-37;
J. Bernard Fitzgerald, 1937; Milton
J. Lippman, 1938-42; and W. Glenn
Ruff, 1942, Mr. Coffman has been
head of the group since 1943.

Group Attends Clinic

Six students, accompanied by the
Rev. James S. Upton, professor of
religion, were leaders in a Methodist
vocational clinic in Paris, March
12-13.

The clinic, which was attended by
about 80 high school juniors and
seniors from churches of the Fort
Smith District, presented ways of
expressing the Christian philosophy
in individual vocations.

Rev. John Bayliss, pastor of the
Second Methodist Church in Fort
Smith, is director of vouth work
in the district and Rev. Earle Cra-
vens is pastor of the Paris Meth-
odist Church.

Members of the team were Martha
Love of Jonesboro, Lola Featherston
of Paris, Sue Osment of Jonesboro,
Lois King and William McMahon
of Conway, and Carol Beth Cade
of Pine Bluff.

Three Attend Specch Festival

Three students attended the Ar-
kansas Speech Festival at Little
Rock Junior College last vreek.

Mary Matthews, a senior from
Heber Springs, entered the division
of extemporaneous poetry. Bill Mc-
Mahon, a senior from Conway, en-
tered the divisions of prepared and
extemporaneous poetry.  Wayne
Tate, also of Conway, entered the
divisions of prepared poetry and
prose.

The festival, sponsored each year
by an organization of speech teach-
ers of Arkansas high schools and
college, represents examples of
work done during the year and pre-
sents outstanding students.

Miss Neighbors To Give
Texas Concert

Miss Peggy C. Neighbors, assistant
professor of music, will be annual
guest artist at East Texas Baptist
College on April 1.

Her piano recital will be spon-

sored by Accolade; 3 musical society

SUB-DISTRICT M. Y. F. HELD
AT BRADLEY

Approximately sixty young peqple
with their pastors from Lewisville,
Stamps, Garland City, and Bradlgy
attended the sub-district held in
the Methodist Church at Bradley
on Wednesday evening, March 10.

The meeting was opened with the
hymn, “Give of Your Best to t.he
Master” by the congregation with
Mrs. J. M. Allen at the piano. Rev.
J. W. Mann of Stamps led in prayer.
Billie McCalman, vice president of
Bradley Mecthodist Youth Felloyv-
ship, welcomed the guest_s. Miss
Kathleen Wells of Lewisville, sec-

retary of the Sub-district Youth .

Fellowship, read the minutes of last
meeting. Miss Jeanet Aline Temple-
ton, president, presided. .
Following the business session the
group adjourned for recreation and
refreshments. Mrs. Jack Meek and
Mrs. Buck Camp had charge of
recreation. Mrs. C. 1. Day, 1\_’[rs.
George Davis, Mrs. J. H. starllpg,
Mrs. F. P. Adams, Mrs. Edwin Keith
and Mrs. J. M. Allen presided over
the refreshments which were fur-
nished by the women of the Meth-

-odist Church.

A candlelight service was then
held while Mrs. Allen played “On-
ward Christian Soldiers.” The; group
reassembled in the auditorium
which was lighted only by'candles.
The theme of the service was
“What’s in My Way?” It was carried
out with Jeanetaline Templeton as
leader. Others taking part were
Caroline Meek, Doris Jean Allen,
Mary Elen Stewart, Carl Adarqs,
Jr., Bill Cheatam, and Austin
Templeton. The assen}bly” sang
‘“Blest Be the Tie that Blpds s Rey.
J. A. Simpson of Lewisv1.lle led in
prayer and the Methodist Youth
Fellowship benediction .closec'l the
meeting. The next meeting will be
held in Lewisville, May 7. Rev. Ed-
win Keith, pastor at Bradley, was of
great assistance in making the mget-
ing a success.—Mrs. A. A. Hamiter.

ALICIA M. Y. F.

The Alicia M. Y. F. members aqd
leaders met at the home of their
pastor, Rev. J. C. Wilcox, and Mrs.
Wilcox at Swifton. Supper was en-
joyed with the Swifton members
after which the Alicia group rend-
ered a very interesting program en-
titled “Strength, Friendship and
Humility.”

There were twenty-eight mem-
bers present from both groups.—
Cleveland Rogers, Reporter.

Times of general calamity and
confusion have ever been produc-
tive of the great minds. The purest
ore 'is produced from the hottest
furnace, and the brightest thunder-
bolt is elicited from the darkest
storms.—Colton.

“Sometimes it is practical to go
into training for Christian living.”

of the college.

Miss Neighbors received both her
bachelor and master .of music de-
grees from the Cincinnati Conser-
vatory of Music. She has done fur-
ther work in Juilliard School of
Music and in the Philadelphia Con-
servatory of Music. She joined' the
Hendrix staff at the beginning of
the present semester.—Margaret
Pullig, )

B S

FIRST CHURCH STUTTGART
ENTERTAINS PINE BLUFF
MINISTERS AND WIVES

When the preachers of the Pine
Bluff District met in Stuttgart on
March 8 for their regular monthly
meeting their wives came also. They
began the activities of this very
profitable day with a real banquet
served by the capable ladies of the
Frist Methodist Church. The guests
found themselves served with-- a
very appetizing and unforgettable
chicken pie with all the “trimmins”,
lovely salads, and several kinds of
fruit pies from which to chooese. The
group was in good trim for such a
delightful dinner, having driven
some distance over rough-surfaced
roads. The dinner was thoroughly
enjoyed along with pleasant and
informal conversation. about. the
tables. Preachers’ families really en-

.oy having such an opportunity for

fellowship.

After dinner the ministers’ wives
left for the home of Mrs. H. O.
Bolin in the Grand Ave. parsonage
where they were to hold their club
meeting, while the ministers began
their brotherhood meeting in the

.parlors of First Church.

A heavy schedule of business was
cared for in the hour and a half
session of the preachers, in spite of
time out now and then for a merry
exchange of banter and wit. Minis-
ters seem to take quite literally the
scripture that reads, “A merry heart
doeth good like medicine.”

Rev. J. L. Dedman, the district
superintendent, has the happy fac-
ulty of holding the group to the
business at hand, while at the same
time enjoying a bit of repartee be-
tween fun-loving parsons.

Among the most vital matters
discussed at this session was the
proposed evangelistic effort slated
to begin April 19 at Pine Bluff.
The plan calls for a visitation
evangelistic program, using both
ministers and laymen. The preach-
ers of the north end of the district
will cooperate with the preachers
and laymen of the Pine Bluff area
beginning April 19. Then beginning
May 3 the ministers of the .south
end will work with the ministers
and laymen of the Stuttgart area of
the district.

Dr. Wm. E. Brown was chosen to
lead the evangelistic program for
the district. In outlining his pro-
gram briefly, Dr. Brown emphasized
the importance of securing in ad-
vance a large prospect list.

A lively discussion was aroused

when it was announced that the
next Annual Conference would con-
vene Oct. 20. Spirited arguments
were heard pro and: con, but the
burden of opinion seemed to be
that the date of the annual confer-
ence should not be shifted too of-
en.
i At 3:00 p. m. the ministers ad-
journed to join their wives at the
Grahd Ave. parsonage where Rev.
and Mrs. H. O. Bolin entertaineqd
the group with coffee and cakes,
while the guests relaxed and en-
joyed the refrgshments .and the
lively conversation. All in all it
was a refreshing and profitable day
for the preachers and.their wiyes,
We cannot soon forget. the grand
reception we had at Stuttgart.—Re.-
porter. »

Purpose is what gives life a mean-
ing—C. H. Parkhurst, Forbes,

it
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CHILDREN’S WORK
REGIONAL CONFERENCE

The Children’s Work Regional
Conference will begin at 9:00 a. m.
at Idlewild Presbyterian Church,
1750 Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn.
on Monday April 12th and will
close at 5:30 p. m. on Tuesday,
April 13th. This conference is being
sponsored by the Committee on Re-
ligious Education of Children of the
International Council of Religious
Education, and is especially designed
for those persons having some key
position in children’s work. Those
persons in the Methodist Church
who should attend are, Conference,
District and Sub-district directors of
children’s work; executive secretar-
ies; directors of religious education;
teachers of children’s courses. in
leadership training schools; selected
parents, pastors, a few outstanding
children’s workers in local churches,
and children’s workers in welfare
and other agencies.

The purposes for the meeting are
as follows:

1. To focus attention upon the
need of children for religious train-
ng and to quicken our concern for
eaching and teaching children.

2. To develop a sense of Christian
ellowship and common purpose
mong those who work for children
1 an area. )

3. To provide practical he.lp.m
arious leadership responsibilities.
4. To interpret timely source ma-
rials (religious and secular, visual
aterials, books ete.) including that
hich emerged from the Interna-
onal Children’s Work Conference -
. Des Moines in 1947. .
5. To increase our awareness Of
itional and international move-
ents concerned with the welfare

children, such as missionary out-
aches, World Church Councils,

NESCO and others.”

(The above purposes were taken
m . the. leaflet sent out from fche
ternational Council, describing
> conference.) .

Vliss Mary Skinner will give the
ening talk on Monday. The Meth-
st Children’s Workers, of. course,
1 be especially interested in hear-

' her. Dr. Gerald Knoff will give

' address on Monday night, the

me being, The Teacher’s Spirit-

Growth. .
elegates will make their own
el reservations. The following
els have been sugges?e(.i: Hotel
body, King Cotton, Wllhgm Len

el, Claridge, and the Chisca.

he registration fee of $2.00

1d be sent to: Mrs. J. W. Neu-

zer, 1650 Linden Ave,, Memphl’S,

n., together with the delegate’s

e and address. For further in-

THE FAMOUS

WORLD BOOK -
ENCYCLOPEDIA

is an Excellent tool
fgr Preachers

OTTO MATHIS
El Dorado, Ark.

—

BOOKBINDING

Old Bibles, Books
Rebound Like New
lazine, Edition, Library and
Special Binding.
Fine workmanship
At Reasonable Prices

lorris Bookbinding
Company

iner Bldg. 102 Nichols Ave.
GREENWOOD, MISS.
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EASTER MORN
By Thos. P. Potter

The third day dawns—the faithful women friends,
Come early to the tomb to sce their dead;

The stone is GONE—the Angel guardian speaks,
“He is not here, He is risen, as he said.”
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He lives again—0O glorious Easter morn,
He burst the bonds of death and rose again;
He lives again—for from His throne above
He lives forever in the hearts of men.

He. lives again—and so we too shall live
Triumphant over sin and* death and hell;
He lives in us, as here below we walle,

In Heaven we shqll with Him forever dwell.
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formation contact your executive
secretary or Mrs. Neudecker.—Mrs,
W. F. Bates.
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In a democracy there is much
complaint and little suffering, In a
despotism, there is much suffering
“and little cornplaint.—Working War-
rior.

= cp——
“He is risen as he said.”

METHODISM SHARES IN
WORLD MISSION
PROGRAM

Chicago, March 15 — Methodism
shares in the world mission program
through World Service, receipts for
which totaled $3,999,162 for the first
nine months of the fiscal year,
which began June 1, 1947, Dr.
Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer of the
General Commission on World Ser-
vice and Finance, announced.

“For the third month in the cur-
rent fiscal year, World Service in-
come has been less than the amount
received for the same month of the
previous year,” Dr. Lugg stated. Re-
ceipts for February amounted to
$416,726, which is a decrease of
$35,991.

“At a time when a cold war
threatens to engulf the world in a
third world war, one of the hopes
for a better world is the extension
of Christian missions to all peoples
and nations,” Dr. Lugg said.

The Fellowship of Suffering and
Service fund reached a total of $376,
828 at the close of the nine-month
period. The Crusade for Christ fund
amounted to $27,003,232 through
February.

As an aid to pastors, Sunday
school superintendents and mission-
ary leaders, a new leaflet entitled
“Suggestions for the Promotion of
Methodist World Service” can be
secured by writing to the Service
Department, 740, Rush Street, Chi-
cago 11, 111,

VESTMENTS 5
STOLES + EMBROIDERIES [

\, Communlon Sers-Altar Ap- [
holn!monh « Altar Brass Goods P

P

AN EASTER GIFT R0
WORLD SERVICE
Your Easter goft b Wonrld

Service will c;deaﬂy -
create the worlk of

Christian Missionsg
Education
Evangelism—Lay Activitieg
Temperance
Hospitals and Homes
Pensions

Peace Commission
Bible Society ’
Theological Schools
Ministerial Training

i T
vt TR S o

Help World Service this
Easter. Hand your gift to
Yyour pastor or mail it to:

This Is Your
Opportunity
to Meet an
Urgent Need
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| ON A WIDE CIRCUIT The Prince Of Peace

! » By W. W. REID
_The Path of Sacrifice
NE ,of the tions, she should have remained with
briefest them—with “her cross” if you want
hymns that to so define her problem; that fac-
has been ing it with living through it, her
idded to many character and spirit would be puri-
hymn books of this
century is from the

o a

Toward a warless world we see the way
In Christ our Redeemer and our King,
From heaven’s throne to earth he came
God’s love and peace to bring.
He is the truth, the light, the way
The Prince of Peace to all mankind,
He is the power to still the fray
When nations seek His will to find.

fied and ennobled; and that this
purification of spirit is one of the:
highest purposes of human life. Per-

H pen of the late . vps ; .
Harry Webb Far- fection, the critic thought, is gained In fellowship with men of earth
rington, Methodist by facing and mastering a problem He met their every need,

or situation, not by running away
from it . . . Strange as it may seem
—much as we might wish it other-

Cries of sin-crushed souls he heard
And to their prayers gave heed, -
His touch divine healed sick and lame

pastor and poet. It
sings of the triumph

of Christian experience over doubt
and lack of knowledge. Into four
lines the poet gathers the Good Fri-
day and Easter Wonderment of each
one of us:

“I know not how that Calvary’s cross
A world from sin could free;

I only know its matchless love
Has brought God’s love to me.”

We do not know why it should be
—in fact, we might pray that the
cup be taken away from us—but
our experiences tells us that out of
suffering comes ennoblement and
refinement, out of pain comes joy,
out of trial and tribulation come the
highest achievements of the race,
out of sacrifice comes strength, out
of loss comes gain. Yes, out of death
comes life. The anomaly, the seem-
ing contradiction, is builded into
the very foundation of human life,
into the base of the universe itself.

I heard an interesting debate the
other day between an author and
his critic. The author has written
a best-selling novel in which the
principal character was twice di-
vorced and remarried. The author

 insisted his heroine was “in search

wise—the great Christian virtues
and the great Christian lives are
largely the fruits of suffering.

Right at this point, we are.touch-
ing one of the weaknesses of con-
temporary civilization—or shculd I
say of American civilization. We are
not willing to pay the price of do-
mestic understanding and tranquil-
lity—as we run to the divorce
courts, We are not willing to make
the sacrifice that bringing up chil-
dren in the home entails—so the
juvenile courts are crowded. We are
not willing to make the economic
and industrial adjustments, perhaps
sacrifices, so that all men and all
nations may share in God’s boun-
ties—so we arm to maintain the
status quo, and reap the results of
armament. We are not willing to
sacrifice ourselves and our sins to
promote economic and social justice
—so we garner instead the wrath
and justice of God.

Without Good Friday there could
have been no Easter . . . Without
personal and national suffering and
sacrifice there can be no day or era
of peace and goodwill for us or for

R S O T T L L T T T
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Made blinded eyes to see,
The dead He raised to life again
2 Made lcpers spots to flee.

When on earth His work was done,
For all mankind He gave

Iis life upon the rugged cross,
Their souls jrom sin to save.

His blood was shed their hearts to cleanse
Trom selfish greed and gain,

That wars might cease ancG brotherly love
Within their hearts would reign.

Then coidiers of the living Christ
I.ct not His purpose fail,

New corrage teke and forward march
Flis frotnr'nts mark the trail.

Lift up the cross, the Prince of Peace
In Him alone there’ll be

A warless werld, a lasting peace
A rightcous victory.

—By Eva J. Averitt.

C
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That country is richest which

noble and happy human beings.—

of perfection”, and that we are all our children. It is not an easy path  nourishes the greatest number of Ruskin.
entitled to move toward perfection —but as Bishop G. Ashton Oldham
i I —not being bound down by con- wrote years ago: “Some day some == e - — ~
% [ : ventionalities’ pUblic oDinion,etc. nation mUSt take that path unless BURREILELER LR AR NARERERNRE LY 1 {H UNIAITIIT S 1 LTI NRTRINRNNNSD
[ i The critic maintained that the hEI‘O- we are to lapse again into utter Eg ---m,-mumnn|muluuumuumuu BIEETIEEIRenNERNY YL I LTI T v g
ine was not praiseworthy, that in- barbarism; and that honor we covet —
T stead of fleeing unpleasant condi- for our beloved America.” g
g ¢
| Rural Life Conference Requests Changes :
. : hymns suitable for town and coun- §
l N accordance with action of the try worship, and to provide a sup- i
National Methodist Rural Life ’ . E
: . plement of hymns for children. H
‘ Conference twenty-one memor- 4 5 :
ials to General Conference have Commendation for the literature :
been prepared by the Legislative prepared for use in small chcu}fche}i :
i Committee of the Rural Life Con- Yo sent the Editor of .
: ference. The Committee also has School Publications. The fo]{;)wu}l]g
L sent a number of recommendations ?::gsl fpogrié’;iﬁ’;tﬁlé’r’; ;I:)tecd'ure(;n-
| i 2 f - . : N
| | :zeb%a}:‘l?:éhag%l:le;az;gg iroﬁtgn phasis on the music needs of small
| . : A o churches, vacation school texts “de-
| chared ihe Lesblative Conmitiee: Snid "l 5 i sl o
| : e churches,” and additional materials
son, secretary, John ITawes, David  gealing with rural family problems.
! Lindstrom, Ray F. MagnusongMar-  mhe policy of the church school
' Jé)lrlg _l\;\IImkII{er, Ale}xiansert é‘hftltn publications in presenting the
yde N. Rogers, Herber totts, schievements of all ethnic, cultural
James Zellner. and economic classes received com-
1 Three recommendations were re- mendation in demonstrating that
: : ferred to the Department of: T gwr; Christian virtues are “the possession ,
’ 'i and Country Work of the Board of of all who follow Christ and not
% i . Missions and Church Extension: (1) limited to certain classes or groups.” .
; that the last Sunday in April be The Methodist Federation for So- Yes these are the famous WING shirts that were talked about
i ' t}fleRflxeidL%atg foc{' ;ht(:) f:);falc‘;a?lcig ctiald Athion t}\‘vast isll{ec; to m;ike a . ...on the air. And they're as colorful a group of striped
; of Rural Life wunda _study of “the total financial re- . . . e e
i present variable date; (2) tl}at da sources and expenditures of the shirts as ever featured WINGS expert failoring. Distinctively
: policy in use of missionary funds  pethodist Church in America with styled and Sanforized to keep their roomy fit for keeps.
1 be established that will help achieve 5 yiew to a more equitable support Y . . N ° P :
f; .self—supll)or’c1 “dependent gnf'ir;nl?:l-l of its employed personnel.” Maximum shrinkage 1%.
proved local program and linanc Deploring the “attitude of laymen l
planning”; (3) that tll_‘e c}‘f”;fsheai%" and ministers which places a higher )
velop and adopt a po. 1cy.;>l aL\Jnifiecl' value and prestige on the larger ‘
teaching and extensu;}rll 1 rog-am of station charge than on a circuit of ¢ ]
strategy to Hé’provet ecgurZ“eS » small country churches,” the Com- ! aJ EBEE 5 QEQD% £
thfn:‘owg A otor B equested Mittee recommended that the Meth- & b ll ﬂ pit
to ptexbliscilo o el Zermons by““ural odist Rural Fellowship make use of
ministers, to include the ritual of (;Zse{léeg;aéls ggi,ségle ftoth(zxiguf*}clﬁ The Store That Makes You Feel At Home
the church in the Cokesbury Hym- p : posttion o ;
nal, to encourage the wrltlng of (Contlnued on Page 15) DllILUIINIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII"IIIIIII"IIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII""""l -------
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“WE HAVE A MESSAGE FOR
INDIA’S PILGRIMS”

“It Is not uncommon in India for
a person to become a pilgrim—to
give up home, business, friends,
ease, and in poverty, walk from one
holy place to another in quest of
God,” says the Rev. James L. Mec-
Eldowney, Methodist missionary at
Jubbulpore, Central Provinces.

“Badrinath is possibly the most
sacred of all temples and located
far up behind the snows in the
Himalayas. Recently for two weeks
I followed that pilgrim trail, rubbed
shoulders with thousands of pil-
grims, slept in their crowded dwell-
ings, drank steaming tea at their
way-side stoves, and wearily climb-
ed with them along the sacred
Ganges to its head-waters above
the snow line. Some of the wealthy
were carried in dandies—a chair
suspended on the shoulders of four
to eight men; others rode mules or
horses and some were carried in
baskets on the back of stalwart
mountaineers; but most of them
toiled upward on foot, ascending
into the holy hills,

“Of all the pilgrims, none touched
my heart more than the widows.
Widowhood ig considered a curse
among Hindus for it is thought that
the wife must have done some great
wrong to cause her husband’s death.
As a result she will be punished by
being reborn 4 woman. One escape
offered is that of death while on a
pilgrimage. If she dies, her soul will
no longer know rebirths but will
become one with God. So, after a
bgautiful ceremony of dismissal,
with shaved head, the widow begins
her pilgrimage,

“While we were still in Badrinath
we learned that in the three weeks
t}}g trail had been open, 26,000 had
visited the temple and registered in
the town. Blind, lame, feeble, sick
—WE€ saw them all along the way.

“Tradition has it that the gods
dwelt in thoge Himalayan peaks.
Four of India’s sacred temples are
shut apart only by giant mountains,
From high above Badrinath temple
I looked around the circle of snowy
peaks rising oyer twenty-five thou-
sand feet intg the heavens. Tt was
most natural to think with the
. Psalmist, ‘T will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills from whence cometh
my help’ If only we might reveal
to those who seek comfort that God
Is 2 loving Father, concerned with
their welfare as well as mine! Yes,
we have 3 message! God grant that
¥€ may make it known in redeem-
Ing power!”

o —
RURAL LIFg CONFERENCE
REQUESTS CHANGES

(Continued from Page 14)

to the country people.”

ddressed to ‘the Commission for
the Study of the Local Church was
a recommendation that the organi-
2ational pattern of the church be
simplified. The Council of Secre-
taries was asked to reduce the num-
ber of publications circulated
through the genomination. Atten-
tion of the Council of Bishops was
called to needs for improved super-
YISOty practices in rural church
work.and to the need for training
Superintendents in rural work. Re-
commended to the Commission on
World Seryice and Finance was a
request “that no major crusade for
SPeclal funds bhe made during the
nem.q‘dadrennium but that World

Service Elving be increased three
or four-fold.” :

—_—
Under Burmese law, it is said that
8 wife may pecome head of the
househg)q if the husband drinks too
,freeIY-~Richmond Times Dispatch.

I
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= We, as a business-managed, tax-paying electric

\};: r i
i
b
]

company, face a problem which, in a less
pressing way, confronts all privately-owned
businesses: the threat’ of ever-expanding gov-
ernment competition.

We have worked hard to keep electric rates
low, we have paid heavy taxes cheerfully and

= we have been in the forefront of community

development. We think this adds up to estab-
lishing our company as a éood citizen and a

= good neighbor.

Our disturbing problem simply stated is that
there are people in government, and out, who
are fostering the philosophy of putting the
government further into the power business,

= directly or indirectly. Today in Tennessee and
. Nebraska there are practically no privately

owned electric companies because they were
forced out of business by government agencies.

= Well, that’s just two instances. Another one
 that could affect millions of persons in our

section is the proposed Southwestern Power

BUSINESS.-MANAGED, TAX'PAYING

ju}

Administration, created to ad;m'nister the sale
of electric power from government dams in
the Southwest. The S. P. A. secks to spend
MILLIONS of dollars on a public powet system
which would DUPLICATE power lines of exist-
ing companies, yet which 'would not provide
a single kilowatt of additional power that
present power companies cannot provide!
Privately-owned companies just cannot com-
pete with plants built or bought by the gov-
ernment with the people’s tax money and which
then operate practically tax-free and interest-
free. When industry like ours is removed from
the tax rolls, somebody else must pay more
taxes—and in the end that somebody can be
only you.

Have you thought about government owner-
ship in that way?

L I T TR T LRI ]
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ON A WIDE CIRCUIT

By W. W. REID
_The Path of Sacrifice

NE ,0f the
briefest
hymns that

/ has been

ddded to many
¢ hymn books of this
century is from the
pen of the late
Harry Webb Far-
rington, Methodist
pastor and poet. It
sings of the triumph
of Christian experience over doubt
and lack of knowledge. Into four
lines the poet gathers the Good Fri-
day and Easter Wonderment of each
one of us:

“I know not how that Calvary’s cross
A world from sin could free;

I only know its matchless love
Has brought God’s love fo me.”

We do not know why it should be
—in fact, we might pray that the
cup be taken away from us—but
our experiences tells us that out of
suffering comes ennoblement and
refinement, out of pain comes joy,
out of trial and tribulation come the
highest achievements of the race,
out of sacrifice comes strength, out
of loss comes gain. Yes, out of death
comes life, The anomaly, the seem-
ing contradiction, is builded into
the very foundation of human life,
into the base of the universe itself.

I heard an interesting debate the
other day between an author and
his critic. The author has written
a best-selling novel in which the
principal character was twice di-
vorced and remarried. The author
insisted his heroine was “in search
of perfection”, and that we are all
entitled to move toward perfection
—not being bound down by con-
ventionalities, public opinion,etc.
The critic maintained that the hero-
ine was not praiseworthy, that in-
stead of fleeing unpleasant condi-

tions, she should have remained with
them—with “her cross” if you want
to so define her problem; that fac-
ing it with living through it, her
character and spirit would be puri-
fied and ennobled; and that this

purification of spirit is one of the-

highest purposes of human life. Per-
fection, the critic thought, is gained
by facing and mastering a problem
or situation, not by running away
from it . . . Strange as it may seem
—much as we might wish it other-
wise—the great Christian virtues
and the great Christian lives are
largely the fruits of suffering.

Right at this point, we are.touch-
ing one of the weaknesses of con-
temporary civilization—or shculd I
say of American civilization. We are
not willing to pay the price of do-
mestic understanding and tranquil-
lity—as we run to the divorce
courts, We are not willing to make
the sacrifice that bringingup chil-
dren in the home entails—so the
juvenile courts are crowded. We are
not willing to make the economic
and industrial adjustments, perhaps
sacrifices, so that all men and all
nations may share in God’s boun-
ties—so we arm to maintain the
status quo, and reap the results of
armament. We are not willing to
sacrifice ourselves and our sins to
promote economic and social justice
—so we garner instead the wrath
and justice of God.

Without Good Friday there could
have been no Easter . . . Without
personal and national suffering and
sacrifice there can be no day or era
of peace and goodwill for us or for
our children. It is not an easy path
—but as Bishop G. Ashton Oldham
wrote years ago: ‘“Some day some
nation must take that path unless
we are to lapse again into utter
barbarism; and that honor we covet
for our beloved America.”

Rural Life Conference Requests Changg;

National Methodist Rural Life

Conference twenty-one memor-

ials to General Conference have
been prepared by the Legislative
Committee of the Rural Life Con-
ference. The Committee also has
sent a number of recommendations
to boards, agencies and groups of
the Church. Dr. Ralph A. Felton
chaired the Legislative Committee.
Other members were Dutton Peter-
son, secretary, John Ilawes, David
Lindstrom, Ray F. MagnusonsMar-
jorie Minkler, Alexander Nunn,
Clyde N. Rogers, Herbert Stotts,
James Zellner.

Three recommendations were re-
ferred to the Department of. Town
and Country Work of the Board of
Missions and Church Extension: (1)
that the last Sunday in April be
the fixed date for the observance
of Rural Life Sunday to replace the
present variable date; (2) that a
policy in use of missionary funds
be established that will help achieve
self-support “dependent cn an im-
proved local program and financial
planning”; (3) that the church “de-
velop and adopt a policy of research,
teaching and extension in a unified
strategy to improve the prog-am of
the town and country churches.”

The Book Editor was requested
to publish more sermons by rural
ministers, to include the ritual of
the church in the Cokesbury Hym-
nal, to encourage the writing of

IN accordance with action of the

_study of

hymns suitable for town and coun-
try worship, and to provide a sup-
plement of hymns for children.
Commendation for the literature
prepared for use in small churches
was sent the Editor of Church
School Publications. The following
needs for presentation in church-
school periodicals were noted: em-
phasis on the music needs of small
churches, vacation school texts “de-
signed to be used in small rural
churches,” and additional materials
dealing with rural family problems.
The policy of the church school
publications in presenting the
achievements of all ethnic, cultural
and economic classes received com-
mendation in demonstrating that
Christian virtues are “the possession
of all who follow Christ and not
limited to certain classes or groups.”
The Methodist Federation for So-
cial Action was asked to make a
“the total financial re-
sources and expenditures of the
Methodist Church in America with
a view to a more equitable support
of its employed personnel.”
Deploring the “attitude of laymen
and ministers which places a higher
value and prestige on the larger
station charge than on a circuit of
small country churches,” the Com-
mittee recommended that the Meth-
odist Rural Fellowship make use of
“every means possible to exalt the
prestige and position of the church

(Continued on Page 15)
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nourishes the greatest number of

The Prince Of Peace

Toward a warless world we see the way
In Christ our Redeemer and our King,
From heaven’s throne to earth he came
God’s love and peace to bring.
He is the truth, the light, the way
The Prince of Peace to all mankind,
He is the power to still the fray
When nations seek His will to find.

In fellowship with men of earth
He met their every mneed,

Cries of sin-crushed souls he heard
And to their prayers gave heed, -

His touch divine healed sick and lame
Made blinded eyes to see,

The dead He raised to life again

Made lchers spots to flee.

When on earth His work was done,
For all mankind He gave

His life upon the rugged cross,

- Their souls jrom sin to save.

His blood was shed their hearts to cleanse
From celfish greed and gain,

That wars might cease ané brotherly love
Within their hearts would reign.

hen soidi~rs of the living Christ

[.ct wot His purpose fail,

New corrage teke and forward march
iz frotnr'nts mark the trail.

Lift up the cross, the Prince of Peace
In Him alone there’ll be '

A warleas werld, a lasting peace
A rightzous victory.

—By Eva J. Averitt.
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Ruskin.

noble and happy human beings.—
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Yes these are the famous WING shirts that were talked about

. . on the air. And theyre as colorful a group of striped

. o

- o a® .
shirts as ever featured WINGS expert tailoring. Distinctively

styled and Sanforized to keep their roomy fit for keeps.

Maximum shrinkage 1%.

RUBE & SCOTT imc

The Store That Makes You Feel At Home
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“WE HAVE A MESSAGE FOR
INDIA’S PILGRIMS”

“It Is not uncommon in India for
a person to become a pilgrim—to
give up home, business, friends,
ease, and in poverty, walk from one
holy place to another in quest of
God,” says the Rev. James L. Me-
Eldowney, Methodist missionary at
Jubbulpore, Central Provinces,

‘“Badrinath is possibly the most
sacred of all temples and located
far up behind the snows in the
Himalayas. Recently for two weeks
I followed that pilgrim trail, rubbed
shoulders with thousands of pil-
grims, slept in their crowded dwell-
ings, drank steaming tea at their
way-side stoves, and wearily climb-
ed with them along the sacred
Ganges to its head-waters above
the snow line. Some of the wealthy
were carried in dandies—a chair
suspended on the shoulders of four
to eight men; others rode mules or
horses and some were carried in
baskets on the back of stalwart
mountaineers; but most of them
toiled upward on foot, ascending
into the ‘holy hills,

“Of all the pilgrims, none touched
my heart more than the widows.
Widowhood is considered a curse
among Hindus for it ig thought that
the wife must have done some great
wrong to cause her husband’s death.
As a result she will be bunished by
being reborn a woman. One escape
offered is that of death while on a
pilgrimage. If she dies, her soul will
no longer know rebirths but will
become one with God. So, after a
beautiful ceremony of dismissal,
with shaved head, the widow begins
her pilgrimage.

“While we were still in Badrinath
we learned that in the three weeks
the trail had been open, 26,000 had
visited the temple and registered in
the town. Blind, lame, feeble, sick
—We saw them all along the way.

“Tradition has it that the gods
dwelt in those Himalayan peaks.
Four of India’s sacred temples are
shut apart only by giant mountains.
From high above Badrinath temple
I looked around the circle of snowy
peaks rising over twenty-five thou-
sand feet into the heavens. It was
most natural to think with the
. Psalmist, ‘T will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills from whence cometh
my help.’ If only we might reveal
to those who seek comfort that God
is a loving Father, concerned with
their welfare as well as mine! Yes,
we have a message! God grant that
Wwe may make it known in redeem-
ing power!”

RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE
REQUESTS CHANGES
(Continued from Page 14)

to the country people.”

Addressed to the Commission for
the Study of the I.ocal Church was
a recommendation that the organi-
zational pattern of the church be
simplified. The Council of Secre-
taries was asked to reduce the num-
ber of publications circulated
through the denomination. Atten-
tion of the Council of Bishops was
called to needs for improved super-
visory practices in rural church
work and to the need for training
superintendents in rural work. Re-
commended to the Commission on
World Service and Finance was a
request “that no major crusade for
special funds be made during the
next quadrennium but that World
Service giving be increased three
or four-fold.” .

-_—
Under Burmese law, it is said that
a wife may become head of the
household if the husband drinks too
freely—Richmond Times Dispatch.
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We, as a business-managed, tax-paying electric
company, face a problem which, in a less
pressing way, confronts all privately-owned
businesses: the threat’ of ever-expanding gov- . .
ernment competition. Administration, created to administer the sale
We have worked hard 'to keep electric rates of electric power from government dams in
low, we have paid heavy taxes cheerfully and the Southwest. The S. P. A. seeks to spend
we have been in the forefront of community  MILLIONS of dollars on a public powet system
development. We think this adds up to estab-  which would DUPLICATE power lines of exist-
lishing our company as a g'ood citizen and a ing companies, yet which 'would not provide
good neighbor, a single kilowatt of additional power that
Our disturbing problem simply stated is that present bower companies cannot provide!
there are people in government, and out, who  Privately-owned companies just cannot com-
are fostering the philosophy of putting the pete with plants built or bought by the gov-
government further into the power business, ernment with the people’s tax money and which
directly or indirectly, Today in Tennessee and then operate practically tax-free and interest-
Nebraska there are practically no privately free. When industry like ours is removed from
owned electric companies because they were the tax rolls, somebody else must pay more
forced out of business by government agencies. taxes—and in the end that somebody can be
Well, that’s just two instances. Another one only you.

that could affect millions of persons in our Have you thought about government owner-
section is the proposed Southwestern Power  ship in that way?

BUSINESS.MANAGED, TAXPAYING

HELPING BUILD ARKANS&S-
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We are now in Babylon. Jere-
n}lah and other prophets in Pales-
tine had warned the Jews that if
they continued to sin against God,
he would allow them to be punish-
ed. Some of them probably said,
“'_I‘hat cranky old preacher is a joy
killer. Our God will not allow our
enemines to triumph over us, his
chosen people.”

But the disaster did come. The
chosen people were captured and
carried into Babylon. Here they
saw wealth, splendor, idolatry, and
high living at their zenith. There
was no Sabbath, no synagogue, no
moral restraint, no value on human
life. Their misery and longing for
Zion is suggested in Psalms 137:1-6.
“By the rivers of Babylon, there we
sat down, yea, we wept, when we
remembered Zion. We hanged our
harps upon the willows in the midst
thereof. For they that carried us
away captive required of us a song;
and they that wasted us required

_ of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of

the songs of Zion. How can we sing
the Lord’s song in a strange land?
If T forget thee, O Jerusalem, let
my right hand forget her cunning.
If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth; If T prefer not Jerusalem
above my chief joy.”
God Called A Watchman, A Seer,
: A Prophet

God called Ezekiel as his mouth-
piece, God calls’ men to do his
work. He calls preachers and lead-
ers for his helpers to lead in carry-
ing out his work. He called Abra-
ham, Moses, Datid, Isaiah, Jere-
miah, and all the prophets, major
and minor. He calls men and women
today. The Methodist Church al-
ways has taught that God calls men
into the ministry. Self-called, par-
ent-called preachers are not wanted
in the Methodist Church. Any man
has a right to say that God called

him into the ministry. But he has.

not the right to say that God has
never called any other man into
the ministry. To say that God has
never called a man to the ministry
is to display unpardonable ignor-
ance and unmitigated arrogance!

Dangerous To Decline A Call

Now it came to pass in the thir-
tieth year, in the fourth month, as
I was among the captives by the
river Chebar, that the heavens were
opened, and I saw visions of God.
In the fifth day of the month, which
was the fifth year of King Jehoi-
achin’s captivity, The word of the
Lord came expressly unto Ezekiet
the priest, the son of Buzi, in the
land of the Chaldeans by the river
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord
gvas there upon him.” (Ezekiel 1:1-

“And go, get thee to them of the
captivity, unto the children of thy
people, and speak unto them, and
tell them, Thus saith the Lord God;
Whether they will hear, or whether
they will forebear,” (Ezekiel 3:11).

“Son of man, I have made thee a .

watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my
mouth, and give them warning from

T A e

The Sunday School Lesson

By DR. O. E. GODDARD

A PROPHET AMONG THE EXILES
LESSON FOR APRIL 4, 1948
SCRIPTURE TEXT: Ezekiel 1:4; 33:1-9.

GOLDEN TEXT: Son of man I have made thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel. Ezekiel 3:17.

me. When I say unto the wicked,
Thou shalt surely die; and thou
giveth him not warning, nor speak-
est to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the
same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity: but his blood will I require
at thine hand.” (Ezekiel 3:17-18)

God Calls The Men Most Needed

When God called Paul to be the
missionary to the Gentiles, he call-
ed the very best man available.
Neither Peter, nor John, nor any
one  of the original twelve could
have become the missionary that
Paul became. Paul was not dis-
obedient to the heavenly vision.
Ezekiel was the best prophet among
the captives. He came from a good
home. For his day, he was well-
educated. He had a refined sensitive
soul. He had high ideals. His stand-
ards of moral was called the “holy
code.” He had faith in God. He was
obedient, responsive, and reveren-
tial to God. He was brave and cour-
ageous. He never hesitated to tell
the people what God told him to
tell them. He was not a weather
vane. He was truly God’s messenger.

When word came that Jerusalem
had fallen, some of the thousands
of Jews in Babylon wanted to build
some synagogues, probably a temple.
Ezekiel found that God was not
leading in that' direction. So he
opposed an attempt to erect these
structures. God knew that these
people would not remain perma-
nently in Babylon (They were there

seventy years. Building houses of
worship is a commendable thing
to do. Every congregation needs a
leader so sencitive to the leading of
God that he can tell which way
God is moving.

Individual Versus Cemmuniiy

Respoensibility

Ezekiel has been rightly called
the prophet of individualism. He
taught them that their fathers’ right-
eousness would not save them. no:r
their fathers’ sins condemn thom.
Each person is responsible to God
for his personal conduct. The He-

" brews depended too much on com-

munity righteousness. If all the fasis
and feasts were kept; if all the
rituals were observed; if all the
celebrations were duly commemor-
ated, then they considered them-
selves religious. Ezekiel gave un-
usual emphasis to personal morality.
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”
He shall not die for the sins of his
ancestors. Nor shall he be regard-
ed as righteous becauge his com-
munity or forefathers were right-
ecous. Every man must stand on his
own record.

The Book Of Ezckiel Analyzed

This book mnaturally {falls into
three divisions. The {irst is a record
of his sermons preached to the exiles
trying to lead them to repentance.
They lived in captivity, but Jeru-
salem and the Temple were still
intact. Ezekiel pleads with them to
repent and thereby prevent the de-
struction of Jerusalem and the
Temple. They did not repent, and
Jerusalem fell and the Temple was
destroyed. The second division is
full of deductions of destruction
hat should come upon the con-
iigious nations for their sins.

Ezekiel preached that God’s wrath
was provoked by the sins of these
nations and they too would sutfer.
That also came to pass. The third
division is a message of hope in the
midst of their despair. Their holy
city was destroyed, the Temple lay
in ruins and they were exiles in a
foreign country. They had reached
the#®nadir of desolation. They were

told that they would be returned
to their country and would be cured
of their idolatry. All this came truc,

In the providence of Ged these
people did rcturn and that part of
the Hebrews never again  lapsed
into idclatry. After they had scen
and felt the horrors of idolatry in
the raw they never again went back
to their icdols. They fell into other
sing, but idolatry, never again.

Ezekiel A Counsellor

Since the development of psy-
chiatry, it secems that every preach-
er needs to leain something of the
principles of this science, in order to
deal with the fraustrated porsons
so numerous today. Ezekicl was an
ancient psychiairist. He had no
church or chapel, no office in which
to help people iron out their diffi-
culties. But they came to his house.’
He had a home and a wife. So the
people came to him in their dis-
tresses. . .

Ezekiel In Sorrew

“Son of man, behold, I take away
from thee the desire of thine eyces
with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou .
mourn nor weep, neither shalt thy
tears run down. For bear to cry,
make no mourning for the dead,
bind the tire of thine hcad upon
thee, and put on thy shocs upon
thy feet, and cover not thy 1l ps, and
eat not the bread of men. So I
speak unto the people in the morn-
ing: and at even my wile died;
and I did in the morning as 1 was
commanded. And the people caid
unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what
theze things are to us, that thou
doest so? (Izekiel 24:1G-19)

This mighty man of God con-
tinued his ministry to suffering hu-
manity when he was suffering the
most poignant sorrow mortal man
can suffer—the loss of his wi',
and the mother of his children. I
did not shut himself in to nuwse
his grief. He continued Lis work in
the micdst of his hareavemeat.
my experience that intensive
for Gecd and humanity will do
to assuage scirow than reu at
to solitary brooding.
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