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“The World is My Parish”’ r;». < “Go ye into all lhc world—" — Mark 16:15
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Christmas Greetings Grom GhelStaff Of Ghe Arkansas eMethodist .

‘1_‘he staff of The Arkansas Methodist takes this opportunity May the wonderful Chr istmas music and Christmas message the

to wish for all of our readers that thi
s s Christmas ume may be * Christian church has produced fill your soul with a new appreci-
the happiest of holidays and the holiest of happy days. o

R

ation of the imperative need the world has for what the church 4 i

brmgg:g g)OzOJ;gld in this holy season, a deep abiding joy thr ough alone offers. As you hear again the old, old story, may it have a q 3
Chrmd ¥ coulde l?)mfortunate ones a happiness they did not know new, decpcr holier significance than ever before. . |
It is our s h” l It is our prayer that each of our readers may be kept from 3 "

may enic sh, also, that in some way this Christmas season the many possible hurts, spmtually, which a misuse of the ) ;
Y ch and COnftrm your faith in the Christ of Bethlehem. Chnstmas holidays often brings. Co '
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hushed and white.

- in"the churchyard pines.
~ - breathlessly, hands clasped to her breast, her

*,- year.
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Glad Tidings To All People  ©

By RICHARD C. RAINES, Pastor, Hennepin Methodist Church,

“ .. I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.”—Luke 2:10.

HE soft, early dusk of Christmas Eve falls
I “quietly upon a little village street. All is
No sound is heard,
"save a gentle rustling as of angels’ wings,
A little child stands

whole, lovely, little soul transfixed, caught up

with theé wonder and mystery and aching beauty

of Christmas Eve, the Babe of Bethlehem, the

- silver stars looking down. . She closes her eyes
i —opens them again, thinking that perhaps the
- singing angels with shining wings might stream

across the sky.
Christmas, with its magic eve and magic

- morn; childlike hearts tremulous with expect-
- ancy and eager anticipation; adult hearts warm-
© ed and irradiated by a genial and kindly glow.
- Christmas Day, family gatherings, the festive
"board,

the glorious tree and bells, and the
cherished decorations preserved from year to
Christmas with is surprises and secret
consultations, its mysterious packages, its ter-
rible but precious poetry, its holly, its mistletoe,

* its bulging stockings, its over-flowing good will.

Only Tawdry Tinsel

-Is this wondrous and glorious beauty of
Christmas but a bomb shelter into which we go

“.for a day or two of escape, of security, and
-"make-believe, before we enter again the bitter

and block-busting realities of life? As the ter-
rible midnight bell of reality tolls, as Cinderella’s
coach and prancing ponies became pumpkin and
mice again, do the festivities and the brave

. outer show of Christmas disappear and become
- tawdry tinsel and meaningless make-believe?

Is Christmas so flimsy, is it woven of such in-

tangible and fragile dreams and pretending, that
- it cannot stand the harsh light of grim reality?

How was the first Christmas? Was every-
thing auspicious for that occasion? Was every-
one eager, expectant, friendly? Was there no

" discordant note, was all in tune as the heavens

were riven, and spilled angelic music? They
were sinister days. Everywhere the clanking

~armor of the Roman legions was heard.

And Herod was worse. One knew what to
expect from the Romans, but not from Herod.
Prematurely aged by revelries and debauches,
he was filled with fears lest he should lose his
throne, and thus the power to make and break,

which was all that kept obedience and the-

seeming respect and affection of his servants.
Murderer of his wife and his children, he be-
came frantic, hysterical when he heard that a

-Child who was to be a King was born in his ter-

ritory. Unable to lay his hands upon the Child
and doom Him to death, he sent forth and slew
all the little children of that area, thus appeas-
ing his maniacal obsession. There is nothing

- worse today.

Joseph' And Mary’s First Christmas

Do we see that expectant mother and so-

" licitous and tender-hearted Joseph coming on

too long a journey, too many days, delayed

. somewhat by Mary’s inability to travel rapidly?

Arriving late, too late, in Bethlehem, they go
from door to door, receiving the same answer,
“No room, no room. Sorry.” Mary’s face be-
comes drawn and pinched with exhaustion, and
Joseph is aroused and frightened for her. At
last a kindly innkceper, his hotel completely
filled, places at their disposal a stable. But
the day had taken to much from Mary. Her
travail began, and there, as did the other women
of her day, without skilled medical attention
she brought forth her firstborn with no other
help than that of Joseph.

But there is a brighter aspect to this time-
less epic. See yonder a few miles from Bethle-
hem the swaying rhythmic pace of the camels

~ who .smoothly cross over the undulating desert

?arpet, begring upon their backs men of spiritual
m_51ght, kings in mind, wise men, who in the
midst of confusion and turmoil see hope, have

Minneapolis, Minn.

both the vision to see and the courage to follow
a star, and come with gifts fit for the Babe born
a King.

Huddled figures on a hillside outside Beth-
lehem crouched close about a fire, no movement
save the occasional movement of the sheep and
the stirring up of the fire to break the breathless
stillness. B

Then suddenly the sky catches fire and
sheep and shepherds spring upright, transfixed
with fear. Surely this is the end of the world;
for out of the break in the sky there stream
hundreds of angels. One of them hovers near
and speaks reassuringly,

“Fear not, for I bring good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.
is born this day in the City of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find a babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
“Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

DR. RICHARD C. RAINES

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

Good tidings out of the midst of turmoil
and oppression and suffering; good tidings of
peace to all men.

It should strengthen us to remember that
there is no hindering circumstances today, there
is no menace to our joy which was not present

back yonder at the troubled yet glorified birth

of the Babe of Bethlehem.

Let us thank God that the meaning and
spirit of Christmas are not plumbed by tinsel
and trees, evanescent good cheer, and the festive

board. Let us thank God that we can still sing

with utter appropriateness, “O come, all ye
faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye to
Bethlehem.” We can still sing “The First Noel,”
“Silent Night! Holy Night!” and above all,
“Joy to the world! the Lord is come.”

Yea, these are glad tidings that no earthborn
noise can drown—glad tidings of a star that
still shines and guides, glad tidings to all peo-
ple. Glad tidings to mankind imprisoned in his
own self-imposed tomb. Glad tidings to men
upon whose hearts are written the moral law,
the sense of right and wrong, which is not kept.
No one of us, in the yesterdays, in the todays,
or in the tomorrows will live by the best that
we know. Yet every one of us knows that God
is passionately, cagerly, continually, on the
side of right and good will and justice, and
utterly against much of the conduct marking
our lives. Given the precious gift of freedom
of choice, mankind has not used it to sit obedient-
ly at the feet of God to learn to do His will and
live and find peace and Jjoy. He has used it to
set up his own house. Tremendous encergies
h‘av_e. gone into the building of civilization after
civilization—skill and ability and diligence—

For unto you -

great structures have risen, and so each in turn
crumbled and fell with a resounding crash.

Man: A Rebel

Man is no imperfect creature, waiting- to be

improved. He is a rebel. He needs repentance,
and he cannot repent. Only a good man can re-
pent, and only the evil man needs to repent.
Repentance is not just eating humble .pie. Re-
pentance is tearing out from the warp and woof
of us that which has been woven in us of self-
flattery and self-conceit through the years. It
is full speed astern, beginning over again, a
killing of a part of us. And we cannot do it
alone. Any man who has tried it knows he
cannot do it alone.
- Christmas comes with the good news, the
glad tidings that God has made a landing upon
our sin-occupied shores. He offers help, power,
freedom. He brings us strength. We shall cast
off the shagkles of the enemy. Christmas brings
us the glad tidings that the best is true; that this
universe is so made that goodness, kindness,
decence, integrity, moral character will be sus-
tained by it; that God who made it and God
who creates it and keeps it going intended that
there should be peace, that men of integrity
should be in places of leadership, that there
should be good will. We do not work in a uni-
verse that is against us or indifferent to us;
but one made for us, and for our best.

God’'s Gift—A Way Of Life

Christmas brings the glad tidings that
we need not be alone; that the Blessed Com-
panion has been born; yea, has been born and
has grown to manhood. In Christmas is found
all the life of Christ. In Christmas is found,
“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business.” ‘“Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
In Christmas is found the Sermon on the Mount,
and the Parables, and a face steadfastly set to
go to Jerusalem, and a.figure on a cross, and
a “My God, why,” and a “Father, into- thy
hands I commend my spirit,” and a “Lo, I am
with you alway,” “Behold I stand at the door
and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him.” '

No man needs to be alone here on earth.
Other refuge have we none; other refuge thank
God, we do not need! Christmas is the food for
which the heart hungers; without which it
starves. Christmas is the glad tidings of a star
that still shines and still guides, of peace that
can come, of good will that is born among men.
. It is glad tidings to all people, not simply to
the Palestinians of that first great day of Beth-
lehem; but to the Ethiopians, to the Egyptians,
vea, and the Roman legions, and the dwellers in
Gaul, and those upon the islands called Britain;
vea, to the man of the Middle Ages, and he who
lived in the Renaissance, and those who live to-
day in China, in Argentina, in Japan, and in
Russia—TO ALL PEOPLES. - :

"To All Peoples”

We should not have heard these glad tidings
if the first receivers of them had not heard, “to
all peoples,” and said to themselves, “We must
not keep these glad tidings as if they were
meant for us exclusively.” Nay, if Paul and
Peter had not heard the command, “Go ye,
therefore—" if they had not been missionaries,
we would never have received the good tidings.
They came over to Antioch and over the Dar-
danelles and up into Europe, and finally around
to England and then across the sea to us. We
arc debtors to men of missionary spirit.

We must become men of missionary spirit,
to give the glad .tidings to the peoples of the
earth that do not yet know them. A part of
the peoples of the earth that do not yet know
the glad tidings and have not been redeemed by
them are in foreign countries. To them we must
send missionaries, humbly repentant as we re-
alize that long since we should have done so.

A part of all peoples who hunger for and

(Continued on Page 5) '
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" BASIC FREEDOM

A man who is not free to practice
his religion, to propogate it and to
discuss it, cannot be really free at
all. He may be at liberty to wander
about wherever he pleases and to
change his work as often as he likes,
but if he is not free to be religious
in the way that he believes to be
right, he is not a free man in spirit
and mind. The source of all other

freedoms has been dried up. Then -

it is not at all surprising that the
struggle " for political freedom has
been bound up with the struggle
for religious freedom. How often,
for example, we forget that our
liberty in this country was largely
the result of the work of men who
desired above everything else 'to

" worship God in accordance with -

their conscience.—Dr. W. R.- Mat-
thews, Tean of St. Paul’s, in “The
Spiritual Issues of the War.” Num-
ber 227,

In the plans for peace that are
being discussed by statesmen the
world around there is much talk of
guaranteeing freedom from want
and freedom from fear. Unhappily,
we do not hear so much about free-
dom of religion. If leaders in gov-
ernment would review the history
of the world’s wars, they might be
surprised to find how many of them
had some sort of religious basis.
Since religion is of most vital con-
cern, it is perfectly natural for man
to fight the hardest for its preser-
vation. It is not too much to believe
that if the nations of earth agrece
to guarantee to every man complete
religious liberty, one of the most
fruitful causes of war would be re-
moved.—H. H. V. In Liberty.

TREES GROW IN PALESTINE

Recent visitors to the cities and
villages, hills and valleys of Pales-
tine remark about many things seen
and heard —the almost nightly
bombings, the scarcity of food, the
struggle for power, the presence of
the military, the lack of trees.

This rocky little land has long
been famed for its trees. The great
cedars of the L.ebannon slopes, the
gnarled olives, the oaks and others,
lordly and humble, that figure in
the only fable to be found in the
Scriptures, are part of the Palestin-
ian landscape, and their loss in com-
paratively recent years has been
sad and serious.

Thanks to American school chil-
dren, and others, trees are being
planted in Palestine under the spon-
sorship of the American Christian
coramittee. Whole forests of seed-
lings are being set out as memorials
to the Jewish boys and girls who
lost their lives during the war and
before in Europe. The lives of those
young people cannot be brought
back, but new beauty can be brought
to this land that has become en-
shrined in the hearts of God's peo-
ple everywhere. -

As the trees put out their roots
and their branches, the leaders of
Arab and Jewish groups may, it is
to be hoped, remember that the
righteous man is like a tree planted
by the river of waters.—In The
Christian Advocate.

It is a belief in the Bible, the
fruit of deep meditation. which hag
served me as the guide of my moral
and literary life. I have it a capita
safely invested, and richly produc-
tive of interest,—Goethe.

’
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THE DEVOTIONAL PAGE

REV. H 0. GOLIN, Editor
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: - PEACE :
By S. W. YOUNG, Ph. D.
§ Yes, universal peace will come, g
: The time by prophets long foretold, H
H The time when nations shall mo more E
E Employ the tactics of cruel war :
E With «all its bitter hates and deaths, E
§ Its desolations and distress; E
z The time when instruments of toil, :
E oL Of husbandry and’ prosperous trade E
H Shall take the place of bombs and tanks, H
: And every craft and agency i
s Of modern man to crush his joe. :
H i : E
E Then men of vision, wise and brave, E
: From every nation, every clime, E
: The claims of brotherhood shall own, E
§ And, gathered in world-councils, plan §
: The welfare of the human race, z
: The honor of the only God, g
: Supreme o’er men and nations all. H
—In The Union Signal
TT‘ mnnun lIIlIIIlIIlIIIIIIIIHIIlIIIlIIlIllllllllllllllIIIIII"llllllllllllllllllllllllIllllllllllll|"|||I||"||||IIIIIIIIII"IIm-
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THE COMING OF THE WISE MEN

(Please read Matt. 2:1-15).

Christmas  turns our minds to
many great events that took place
in the long ago. The coming of
these wise men was a very inter-
esting affair. We {find ourselves
wishing we knew more about them.
Tradition has it that their names
were Casper, Melchoir and Baltha-
sar, but this is not a proven fact.
We are told that they came from

the east, but the particular couniry -

is not named. Some scholars think
they came from Babylonia, if so,
then they came from the land where
the human race is supposed to have
had its origin. This was the original
home of Abraham, the father and
founder of the Hebraic race. This
was the land of Jewish captivity.
No doubt the Jews gave to their
masters their conception of God and
the promise of a coming Messiah
who would rule the world. This
land was also the home of the
Hebrew Daniel who wielded a great
influence in kings' courts and pro-
phesied concerning the setting-up
of an eternal realm. If these men
really came {from Babylonia or any
other country where great numbers
of Jews lived for years, then we
do not wonder that they were famil-
jar with the fact that the Jews

were to give the human race the:

Messiah. There are many lessons
in this event that we might well
ponder.

The first thought is that these
were wise men. Since the coming
of Christ the wisest people of all
generations have followed him. The
writer was once trying to help a
man who called himself an infidel.
He insisted that he could not belicve
that Christ is what the Bible teaches
he is. It was discovered that he had
a great respect for the wise people
of history. His attention was called
to the fact that most of thesc pecople
were Christians. The question was
then raised, “Can it be possible that

" people of this type were mistaken?”

He saw the point and gave his heart
to Christ. The great English states-

. man William E. Gladstone said that

he knew sixty of the master-minded
people of his day. They represented
many occupations. Somc were phi-
losophers, doctors, scientists, cduca-
tors, statesmen, ministers, cte. They
were all noted for their intelligence

and training. Fifty-four of the num-
ber were conscerated Christians,

Yet another lesson is the fact that
in the darkest hour some star of
hope is shining. It was a dark time
when Jesus came. The world was
in a state of political confusien.
Slavery was widely practiced. The
poor carried intolerable burdens.
They could scarcely get enough of
the necessitics of life to keep body
and soul together. Disease was
rampant. Women were degraded.
Religion had deteriorated to the
cextent that Christ called the leaders
hypocrites; generations of vipers;
off-springs of snakes. It was truly
a dark hour, but in the darkness a
star shined forth. It was the Star
of Bethlehem proclaiming the fact
that hope had been born in the
world. We, too, have ¢ome upon a
dark day. We are now at the cross-
roads. Great issues are now before
the world, the settlement of which
is likely to determine all future
history. In a day like this in the
long ago the wise men followed a
star. The light of that star is still
shining. It remains to be seen if the
leaders of our day have wisdom
cnough to follow it.

Another thought is, these men
came to worship. They raised the
qucstion, “Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and arc come
to worship him.” Nothing is more
important that worship. Through it
pcoople come to know Christ and
have fellowship with him. It is
born of trust and adoration. It
brings strength to overcome the
temptations of life and meet the
obligations of service. These men
traveled a leng way to worship that
day. Somc say it was atl least a
thousand miles. With their mode
of travel, it took months to make
the trip. Their deed stands as a
testimeny against at least half of
our modern church members; those
who never darkén the doors of our
houses of worship. We thank God
for our frcedom to worship as we
choose, but if this privilege is not
more widely and f{aithfully used it
will finally he taken away.

‘hese men vecognized the . fact
that sacrifice is a part of worship.
They brought their gifts—gold, and
frankincense, and myrrih. We very

IR AN R

tiiH

f\'

fa i

R,

FREEDOM TRAIN

Not from her mountain height does
freedom speak

But from our crowded streets. Her
words recall

Above the traffic’s din that we must

seek

The sentry’s post with her or we
shall fall

Before the hordes that do not know
her voice—

The flesh-pot keepers, slaves with
cunning eyes,

The promise-makers, shrieking loud
their choice ‘

Of other flags for folly’s paradise.

How many times must blood of ours
be shed

Before this land is safe for liberty?

By homes that we hold dear, by
hallowed dead

Whose graves are eloquent, we will

be free :
To walk erect the path of common
good
And share with all the gift of-
brotherhood.

—ZElias Lieberman
in the New York Times

often hear someone in a public
worship service say, “Let us con-
tinue our worship with the offer-
ing.” That is well-said. The offer-
ing is a part of the worship. Until
a person’s religion has touched his
pocketbook, it has not really touched
his life. To be true worship one’s
offering should represent sacrifice.
Jesus was present at a public of-
fering. He noted that many out of
their abundance cast in large
amounts. But he said the widow
with her two mites gave more thom
all. She gave until it hurt. Hey
cacrifice was true worship. A blind
woman in Paris gave twenty-seven
francs at a missionary meeting. The
minister told her that she could not
afford so much. But she explained
that it cost her fzllow straw workers
‘twenty-seven francs a year for
light, and that &s she saved that
much because ch2 was blind, she
could give it 15 shed light to dark
heathen lands. That was true wor-
ship.

The last thoug” © we wish to note
is, God’s great ovarruling care. He
has given man {ree-moral agency.
He, therefore, cannot directly rule
in the aflfairs of micn. People take
the very strength that God has
given them and use it against him
and his cause. They thus retard
the coming of his Kingdom. God
does, however, overrule. Men do
their worst and he makes their very
wrath praise him. God’s purpose
will finally be {fulfilled. Tennyson
could truthfully say, “Yet I doubt
not through the ages one increasing
puarpose runs.”  Herod sought to
kill the Christ Child but God had
other plans. Jesus was physically
immortal until his work was done.
He was contantly reminding people
that his hour had not yet come.
I'inally il did come and he went out
ty keep his rendezvous with death.

May we during this Christmas
s.ason follow the example of these
wise men of old as we seek a closer
walk with Christ.—H. O. B.

it is good to have money and

the things that money can buy, but
it’s good too, Lo check up once in
a while and make sure you haven’t
lost the things that money can’t
buy.—George Horace Lorimer,
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A WEEKLY
MESSAGE
By FORNEY HUTCHINSON :

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. _

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them; and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.

) For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, ly-

“ing in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to another, Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us.”—Luke 2:6-15.

“Here is One who was born in an, obscure
village. He never wrote a book. He never
went to college. He never traveled two hun-
dred miles from the place where he was born. He
never did one of the things that usually accom-
pany greatness. Nineteen wide centuries have
come and gone. Today he is the centerplece of
the human race and the leader of the column
of progress. All the armies that ever marched,
and all the navies that ever were built, and all
the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings
that ever reigned, put together, have not af-
fected the life of man upon this earth as power-
fully as that one solitary life.”—Phillips Brooks.

“Silent ‘Night, Holy Night!

All is calm, all is bright,

'Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

" Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night, Holy Night!

Acceptance for mailing -
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NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT FACTS AND FOLKS
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HE address of Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Lewis is
now Ozan, Arkansas.

FPEV. J. A. REYNOLDS writes that his ad-
dress is Vilonia, Arkansas.

N Sunday, December 1, the services of First

Church, Hope, were broadcast over station
KXAR, a new station serving the territory in
southwest Arkansas,

¥F3EV. R. E. CONNELL, district superintendent
EE. of the Conway District, was the speaker at
the monthly meeting of the Methodist Men’s Club
of the Methodist Church of Russellville on Wed-
nesday night, December 17. Rev. W. F. Cooley
is pastor.

F RS. W. L. RUSSELL writes: “It may be
¥4 that some of the friends of Rev. W. L. Rus-
sell do not know his address since he retired at
the last Annual Conference. His health is such
that he is confined to his room and to his bed
a part of the time. We have a home in Ola and
would be glad to have friends call on us here.”

E)EV. J. E. COOPER, pastor of First Church,

Hope, has announced several gifts for the
church as follows: New pulpit furniture, con-
sisting of a pulpit, chairs, communion table,
baptismal font, an illuminated cross and two
flags, a Christian flag and our country’s flag.
These gifts were presented by Mrs. R. M.
Briant in honor of her husband. The cross and
the flags are the individual gifts of Mrs. O. A.
Graves.

S a Christmas gift from the people of Ameri-
ca to the people of Russia, the American
Bible Society recently presented to Metropolitan
Gregory, of the Russian Orthodox Church, 10,-
000 Russian Bibles, 5,000 New Testaments and
Psalms, 100,000 Russian gospel portions, and
1,000 Greek New Testaments. These scriptures
are all in the new Russian-orthography, and in
the Holy Synod Version first set up in St. Peters-
burg in 1860. These new books were all pub-
lished from new type in the United States.

EPORTS from Mexico City indicate that more
than one million Mexicans were taught to
read during the past year through the Mexican
National Campaign for Literacy, inspired by the
world-renowned missionary, Dr. Frank Laubach,
and using methods devised by him for teaching
Spanish. Forty thousand teaching centers, most
of the schools and churches, were used in the
campaign; there were thousands of volunteer
teachers, President Miguel Aleman being one
of them. The Committee on Fundamental Edu-
cation, of UNESCO, is now meeting in Mexico
City to plan its world fight against illiteracy.
Dr. Alfred D. Moore, one of Dr. Laubach’s asso-
ciates in the Committee on Literacy of the For-
eign Missions Conference of North Amerieca, has
been named consultant to the UN commitice.

rE‘HREE major groups of people overseas, and
three in the United States will be partakers
of the gifts laid on the altars of churches on
thousands of American communities on the first

Shepherds quake at the sight!

Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia:
Christ, the Saviour is born,

Silent Night, Holy Night!

Son of God, Love’s pure light,

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,

Silent Night, Holy Night! -
Guiding star, lend thy light,
Sec the eastern wise men bring,
Gifts and homage to our King,

Jesus, the Saviour is born.”

—Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber.
With my best wishes for a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year,

EaR ]
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NO PAPER NEXT WEEK

According to our custom there will
be no issue of the paper on Christmas
week. So that our readers will not miss
one of Dr. O. E. Goddard’s Sunday
School lessons, we are running the les-
sons for December 28 and January 4 in
this issue.
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Friday in Lent—February 13, 1948—when Pro-
testant church women from all states and in
many foreign lands observe “World Day of
Prayer.” Home and foreign mission agencies
will use the day’s offerings, under the general
direction and sponsorship of the United Council
of Church Women, an interdenominational
agency. The beneficiaries of the gifts will be:
Christian college students in China, India, and
Japan; the illiterate of the Near East and Afri-
ca; foreign students now in the United States;
schools and hospitals serving the American In-
dians; Negro sharecroppers in southern states;
and migrant agricultural laborers and their
families.

AIMS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
STRESSED

Grand Rapids, Mich, — (RNS) — The kind
of Christian teaching that does not awaken
people to their personal responsibility to others
in this world is “inadequate and practically
worthless,” Dr. Marshall T. Steel of Dallas, Tex-
as, told delegates to the Methodist Conference
on Christian Education here.

Speaking on “Teach Christ or Perish,” theme
of the conference, Dr. Steele asserted “our gene-
ration is left desolate if it ignores Christian
principles.”

“You and I must teach Christ and Him only
as did St. Paul — not to buttress a tottering
Deity because Christ has been crucified before
— but to save this generation,” he said.

“Many people are much concerned about
money, but no amount of money can save the
homes of America. If they are saved, it will °
be because someone taught and preached Christ.”

CHINESE GOV’T HONORS U. S.
METHODIST LEADERS

Foochow, China —(RNS) — Three American
leaders of The Methodist Church will be honor-
ed by the National Government of China, ac-
cording to an announcement at the 100th anni-
versary celebration of The Methodist Church
in China here.

The three, who will receive govelnment
decorations, are Bishop Herbert Welch, chair-
man of The Methodist Commitiee for Overseas
Relief, New York; Dr. Paul Hutchinson, editor
of The Christian Century, Chicago; and Bishop
Ralph A. Ward, Resident Bishop in Shanghai.
All had given years of service in China.

Highlight of the celebration was the read-
ing of a message of greeting and cxhortation
from Generalissimo and Madame Chiang Kai-
shek both Methodists.

Methodist work in Asia, including Korea
and Japan, had its origin in the arrival during
1847 in the city of Foochow, of Judson Collins
and the Rev. and Mrs. Mosecs White. In the
following 100 years, The Methodist Church has
become an active force in the educational, medi-
cal and moral life of China,

At least 60 per cent of the fatally injured
pedestrians were under the influence of alcohol
in the 51 motor vehicle fatalities investigated
during 1945 by the St. Louis County Medico-
Legal Department, according to a report of thg
department released by its dircetor, Dr. Hube¢:
S. Breyfogle.—St. Louis Globe- Democrat 1- 5—

Though we travel the world over to find
beautiful, we must carry it with us or we f
it not.—Emerson. o
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NEARLY HALF A MILLION
GIVEN TO WORLD SERVICE
IN NOVEMBER

CHICAGO, 111, Dec. 10.—Greater
interest in world-wide missionary
and educational work of The Meth-
odist Church was revealed by Meth-
odists of the nation last mbnth
when contributions to the World
Service fund showed an increase of
$4,791 over the same month of 1946.
Total giving for November amount-
ed to $481,501, it was announced by

- the Rev. Dr. Thomas B. Lugg, treas-

urer of the General Commission
on World Scrvice and Finance.
Receipts for the first five months
of the fiscal year, beginning June 1,
totaled $2,397,147. This is a gain
of $140,379, or 6.2 per cent, over the

. same period of last year.

“Since World Service is the agency
through which cevery local Mcthod-
ist Church renders Christian service
‘beyond its parish boundaries, an-
nual receipts to this fund serve as
a measure of the interest of local
churches in Christian world mis-
sions,” Dr. Lugg said. “In this im-
mediate postwar period, when mil-
lions of people are receptive to the
Christian gospel, it is desperately
important that Methodists respond
to this opportunity through an en-
larged World Service " giving,” he
addced.

In addition {o World Service giv-
ing, Methodism’s more than 8 mil-
lion members contributed $258,804
to the denominatien’s Fellowship of
Suffering and Service fund during
the June-November period. Crusade
for Christ relief and reconstruction
fund receipts totaled $26,986,779
through November 30.

Of the 33 cepiscopal areas in this
country, eight showed increased
World Service giving in all Annual
Conferences; nine reported increas-
ed giving in all but one Annual
Conference. The . greatest Area
gain, $41,224, was reported by the
Philadelphia Area which is admin-
istered by Bishop Fred P. Corson.

1f the power of the Gospel is not
fol{ through the length and breadth
of the land, anarchy and misrule,
degradation and misery, corruption
and darkness will reign with miti-

CLARKSVILLE DELEGATES TO YOUTH CONFERENCE

Below are piclured Clarksville’s
delegates to the Cleveland Youth
Conference which meets in Cleve-
land, Ohio, December 30-January 2.

co-captain of the football team this
year. Mr. Kraus was recently named
as all-conference tackle on the 4 A
district team.

They are Betty Jean Johnson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan
Johnson, junior in Clarksville High
School and member of the 'Beta
Club and Student Council; Jerry
Kraus, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harlow
‘Kraus, senior in high school and

Both Miss Johnson and Mr. Kraus
are very active in young people’s
work in their church.

A large number of delegates from
all over Arkansas will attend the
Conference.

OLD FORT STONE NOW
METHODIST CORNERSTONE

A stone from the ancient ruins of
the old city of Panama, which was
built in 1519 by the Spanish and
destroyed in 1657 by the English
pirate, Henry Morgan, has been used
as the cornerstone of the first unit
of a school plant now nearing com-
pletion in Panama for the Meth-
odist Church. The stone once helped
hold the military might of Spain;
today it is the cornerstone of a
school that will hold more than
1200 students. It is a 26-room build-
ing and will house a secondary
school that has outgrown its 41-
year-old edifice, Dr. Matthew D.
Smith and the Rev. Louis Fiske
are the missionaries in charge. A
Spanish Bible .is among the mem-
entoes in the cornerstone which
was laid by Sr. Max Arosamecna,
Panama’s minister of education.

They are never alone that are at-

THE LIGHT OF BETHLEHUEM

*Tis Christmas night! the snow,
A flock unnumbered lies;

The old Judean stars aglow,
Keep watch within the skies.

An icy stillness holds
The pulses of the night;
A deeper mystery enfolds
The wondering Hosts of Light.

Till, lo, with reverence pale
That dims each diadem,
The lordliest, earthward bending
hail '
The Light of Bethlehem!
—John B. Tabb

According to the Commerce De-
partment, Americans spent a record
$8,700,000,000 on whiskey, beer and
wince in 1946. This constitutes an
average of $89 for cach person over
eighteen years of age, and exceeds
the previous high (set in 1945) by

.and the free churches . .

GERMAN METHODISTS
COOPERATE WITH OTHER
CHURCHES

Bishop J. W. Ernst Sommer, head
of the independent Methodist
Church in Germany, “a daughter”
of American Methodist missions to
that country, is taking a leading
part in the formation of a “Council
of the Evangelical Churches of Ger-
many” for united consideration of
their plans for the betterment of
life in their nation~ Pastor Niemol-
ler of the Evangelical Church, is
also associated in this movement
which includes the Baptists, the
¥ree Congregationalists, the Men-
nonites, the Methodists, the Old
Catholic Church, and the United
Brethren, as well as the Evangelical
Synod of Nassau, Hesse and Frank-
fort. The new organization is de-
scribed as a “cooperative fellow-
ship”.

“We are passing through times
of great distress and anxiety in
Germany,” writes Bishop Sommer
to Dr. Relph E. Diffendorfer of the-
Board of Missions and Church Ex-
tension. “But at the same time
there are very joyful signs of a
growing understanding and friend-
ship between the established church
. Recently
at Frankfort, after frank and bro-
therly conversations with President
Martin Niemoller of the Evangelisal
Church of Germany, unanimous
agreement was recached that it is
impossible to turn a deaf ear .to
God’s challenge calling upon the
cvangelical Christians of Germany
to rcalize their responsibility for
each other and for the service they
must render to each other and the
world. Impelled by this sense of
responsibility, we agreed to recom-
mend to our churches to call into
being an organization for coopera-
tive fellowship, and to prepare rules
for the organization.” This is the
“Council” referred to above.

DAY DAWN OF THE HEART
Tis mot enough that Christ was
born
Beneath the star that shone,
And earth was set that holy morn
Within a golden zone, .
He must be born within the heart
Before he finds a throne, .
And brings the day of love and good,
The reign of Christlike brother-

gation or cnd.—Daniel Webster.

companied with noble thoughts.—Ex.

$920,000,000.

Current History.

hood. —Author Unknown

GLAD TIDINGS TO ALL PEOPLE
(Continued from Page 2)

néed the glad tidings are found here in our own
peloved America. Many are the people of
America who are not celebrating the birth of
Jesus at all—people that jostle us in the street-
car ,people that greet us over the counter, peo-
ple that walk our way here in America that do
not know the glad tidings, do not heed them.
We must give them the glad tidings.

A portion of “all peoples” whose birthright
is is to know the glad tidings may be some un-
rogenerate portion of our own heart, as yet un-
reclaimed by the power and strength of God. To
(hat um‘cgenem.te.rcbel in our breast, we must
spcak the glad tidings, that all pcople, all of this
person, all of America, all the round world, men
of every clime and station and creed shall be
redeemed through, know and live by the glad
tidings meant for all peoples.

Significance of A Chrisimas Carol”

Ah, this Christmas spirit through the cen-
turies has begotten a copious stream of art and
uterature and beauty and joy. One of the most

acious stories, certainly, in the secular realm
-ristmas Carol, ,

What is there about it that has held every

\ation for a hundred years, and holds us?

! s it this whiping, sniveling, this inhos;

"o, this squeezing,  wrenehing, grasping,

scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner, hard and
sharp as flint, from which no steel ever struck
out gencrous fire—why is it Scrooge lays hold
upon us? Perhaps it is because his lusty, in-
hospitable sentiments are seen to be over-laid
with humor and humanity—we feel instinctive-
ly hfe is not so bad, really, down underncath.
He is possible of better things. Perhaps it is
that we see written in large, vivid style that
which is beginning in our own heart, that of
which we, too, might be capable.

We wonder, fascinated, whether Scrooge
can be redeemed, whether the spirit of Christ-
mas can get under his old hardened shell. So
we watch him, and we listen as Marley’s ghost
comes gnd Scrooge secks to placate the ghost
by saying, “Marley, you were always a good
busme.sss man.” Scrooge could be agrecable, at
least in the presence of ghosts. Marley’s ghost
responds, “Business, mankind was my business;
the common welfare was my business; charity,
mercy, ~forcbo’fu'anco, and benevolenee were all
my business; the dealings of my trade were but

a drop pf water in the comprehensive occan of
my business.”

Why Intercst In Scrooge?

Why are we interested in Scrooge? Because
we hope against hope that he may be changed.
We want to believe better things of human
nature than Scrooge has shown us. We want
to sec his heart softened. Tt is almost as if we

were rcdeemed for the hangman’s noose when
we learn that Scrooge has awakened, actually
not too late, that therc is yet something he can

do to redeem his past, perhaps to remake his

present and remold his future.

Our shackled spirits break their clanking

chains as wec experience vicariously the joy of
planning for others’ comfort and welfare. If
Scrooge can sce the light, if this grasping wiz-
cned soul can awaken, if his withered emotions
can flow forth freely; then something deep
down inside us tells us that in any man whose
fountain of good will and unselfishness may
have been scaled can now be released, that there
is no section of life so Sahara-like, so barren,
that it cannot be redeemed and made fruitful
by the irrigating waters of the love of God;
no nation so bitterly hard it cannot be won by
Christ’s spirit.

And that is what we long for and necd most
of #«1l. That is the ultimate glad tidings—the
belicf restored that man is essentially decent,
that he has capacity for hearing, believing, and
being transformed by the Spirit and power of
God. The good tidings leads to the ultimate con-
clusion and possibility that if we all do our
part to own Him as Lord and Master, one day
every knee shall bow and every tongue shall
confess Him Lord.

He is the GLAD TIDINGS TO ALL PEO-
PLE.~Uscd by permission of The Upper Room
Pulpit, -
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ANNIE WINSURNE, Gaiter
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Al Tl Y CANTAL
As T drew i iy head endd
was turning around,
Dewes the chinasigy Stbdicts-
oles casne Wil a bovud,
He was dressed ol in fur from
kis kecd Yo lis fook
Aud kis cloties were afl {gr-
wish'd with astics aud seol;
A busrclie of foys fe ked
~ Plaing” on LS bocks
Aud ke looik'd filie g peddier
just openiug Lis pack.

And rignsng 1 hier kerchief,
and I it iy cap,

Had settled cur braisg for
a long winfer’s nagp,

Witz oud o tlhe lawn there
rose such a ¢claiter,

I spraug” from my bed to
3¢¢ what was the matten

Away o the window I flew
fike a flash,

Tore open the shutters
and fueew up e Sash.

T/
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His eyes how they twinkled
 His dimples how merry!
His clieeks wese lilke roses,
WS nose like a cherry.
His ciroll litle mioutl was
drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on Wis chiu :
was as white as $ie srow.
The stump of kis pipe ke
keld Hght 1 Wis deeth,
And $be swioke, it encireled
his head like o wreath.

m’ B,
The wtoon, on the breast of
fiie new-faliey saow,
Govg G lustire of niid-day
{o objects betow;
When what {o my wonder-
g’ eyes should anpear,
But q sisisature seigh and
eight tiny retndeer,
With a littie old driver so
lively and quiclk,
I knew 1 a swoment it
misst be St fick.

.
He had a biroad face anel a
lit¥le round kelly
That shiook when ke louph’d

- . like jeily.
More rapid i*gsagn eagles mis - He wasfcﬁgg&i nzi’lgg / ﬁﬂ}',-
: - coursers ey Cqime, a right doa v old elf —
I He whistied éaseg! stiouted, | | S : Ll i | And I leugh'd when I Saw
i o e e e g it s iephe of el
A sombesteriyesibincerison | Givias the siglsh before Clristmas, | A wink of bis eve an o
‘t : g id! o - A
o Om Comeit omupidh o Don erloon olf fhrough the house Sooh Save.me 19 know 1 had
; To $i12 fop of $he porch,to 1 8 . ¢ He spoke uot a word but
5 o o of Hine wall Mot a creclure was slirring, N Keent Stralgist fo 15 works |lr-
(I ov, dash aay, dash away, ' nd filled ail the stockings: &
: dash awél,’/ Rty ’ sof even ¢ ouses 4heu?u?'ued ws’;m aje%k i
? ‘: TR e L -4 CH T v iy AL 0y ‘

The stockings were hung by
e chimney with cove,

In hopas that StNicholas
soon would be theres

The children were nestled off

. VA
ERA Y.t

: = ¢ ’ S : L 2
AS eliy teaves thiat belore Find ) fhheise E@eds, And layiug kis finger aside
o ﬂ;ciz E{.Eg E“.ro:s,cgﬁs@g £y, %n‘,mﬁ"ﬂ . ? of his nose,
I aw oy wioch with o ggz; vidlig Vigions o Smﬁi‘upmms Ancl %ﬂyme‘ a a!fﬁod,up Hse
! ACICy BEBLLY 3O V52 Sk, chimney ke rose.
| Sowip 1o thes Holge-tap tie danced through Hhelr heads. He sprasg o his stelghsto
il v Fisg sizigh Tull f fovs Asid arn Thoy ail Flew tie
auct Shiiietoles feoo, 9 tetlne
SR Augd teen i @ Sevinkling I : 8 &M ciovm of a thistles
‘ WIS AT g ut I keaidd ling exclai,ere
g , T Loare o2 iy R 2y ke dreve out of gight,
; g s ﬁg‘?ff,, ;g’ggﬁ“g ) Hopry Crristrsgs o all
. o "~ t* g and fo all a good-uight!”
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BISHOPS PLEDGE CO-
OPERATION TO YOUTH
CONFERENCE

" ATLANTIC CITY, N. J—Fullest
cooperation and virtually unanimous
attendance of the denomination’s
bishops at the coming Methodist
Youth Conference in Cleveland,
Ohio, December 30-January 2, was
indicated by Eishop Paul B. Kern
of Nashville, Tenn., following the
semi-annual meeting here of the
Council of Bishops of The Methodist
Church.

Speaking both as president of the )

Council of Bishops and as chairman
of the Division of the Local Church
of The General Board of Educa-
tion, under whose sponsorship this
unprecedented -gathering is to be
held, Bishop Xern described the
plans that will enable the 10,000
young people from all parts of the
nation to come in contact with their
episcopal - leaders.

“The total membership of the
Conference will be divided into four
sections,”"Bishop Kern said, “each
of which; will - spend an hour in a
special session where they will meet
the 33 effective bishops resident in
the TUnited. States and visiting
bishops from. abroad. A program
of seven-minute addresses will then
follow, designed - to - familiarize the
young.-people with'a bishop’s func-
tion and the scope of his work. Also,
each délegate will be presented with
a booklet containing pictures and
brief ° blographlcal sketches of the
bishops.”

Following are the subjects assign-
ed to the bishop-speakers during
the four get-acquainted periods:

“What Does A Bishop Do?"—

GRS D S o |
.
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. I think the gentle ammals that shared the Savior’s bed
Most surely sensed the holy hour and ceased their restless tread.
I like to feel that Mary held the Christ-child to her breast
And let the silence close about her——she whom God had blest.

Oh, silence is a lovely thing with which to fete a birth,
Just silver-frosted stillness and winter-tinseled earth;

The angels brought glad tidings and hozannas filled the sky
But I believe that silence was the Christ’s first lullaby.

—Neva MrMillan Upton, Little Rock,
in The Arkansas Democrat.
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CHRIST'S FIRST LULLABY

I like to share the stillness that is part of Christmas night,
With only God for company and only stars for light;

I like to think the shepherds knew such stillness as they kept
Their lonely quiet vzgzl while the world about them slept.

5]

Bishop William C. Martin, Topeka,
Kan.
“Why I Entered the Christian

- Ministry.”—Bishop James C. Baker,

Los Angeles,. Cal

“Methodism as a World Church.”
—Bishop Arthur J. Moore, Atlanta,
Ga.

“Our Riches In Negro Youth.”—
Bishop Robert N. Brooks, New Or-
leans, La.

“Methodism in the Social Scene,”
—Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, New
York, N. Y.

“What Can I Do for Christ Right
Where I Am?”—Bishop Charles W.
Brashares, Des Moines, Iowa.

You cannot murder truth, though

you silénce the voice that utters -

it—E. H. Harding,

PREDICTS FREEDOM FOR
NON-JEWISH RELIGIONS
IN PALESTINE

Jerusalem — (RNS) — Mrs. Goldie
Myerson, head of the political de-

_partment of the Jewish Agency, said

here that the status of non-Jewish
religions in the praoposed Jewish
state in Palestine “would not differ
essentially from that in other demo-
cratic countries.”

She predicted that conditions in

" the Jewish state would probably

be adapted as far as possible to
Jewish religious law. but stressed
that this would not affect the rights

. of other religions,

“For example,” she asserted, “Sat-
urday would be the day of rest,
but Moslem and Christians could
keep their respective Sabbaths.”

PROTESTANTS INCREASE
CONTRIBUTIONS BY 66
MILLIONS® *

BUCK HILL FALLS, Pa.—(RNS)

—Twenty-six Protestant denomina- -

tions in the TUnited States and
Canada belonging to the United
Stewardship Council contributed
$678, 087 478 to benevolences and
local church expenses during the
past year, according to statistics re-
leased at the Council’s annual meet-
ing here.

The total was larger ‘by about
$66,000,000 than last year, when a

“record sum was reported. The gain -

in total benevolence gifts alone ‘was
put at 17 per cent over last year,
while the membership increase was
placed at 1.1 per cent.

A series of Stewardship Confer-

ences in various cities is planned by
the Council, according -to-an an-
nouncement by President
H. Limouze, New York, who-is di-
rector of promotion for the. Presby;
terian Church in the U: S. A ¥

Dr. Robbins W. Earstow, service

director for Church World Service,
told the Council that “never before

has there been such an 1h51stdnt de~ ..
mand for the full exercise of the

privilege of stewardship not =~ only

for regular and normal causes but.’

"Arthur -

also in hearty support of. the relief |

and reconstruction programs “of the
churches, wheother -

carried on 1nd“pend°nt1y

channeled .
through Church World- Service or

He stressed the Church’s umque R

responsibility in the realm of spirit-
ual recovery and its part in world
relief and reconstruction, .

T ST R I AL RGP o FRAL SN

Let World Service Carry Your Christmas Gift To The World!

‘world!

crises!

. help fulfill the Angels’ song, "Good will to men!"’
. back brave missionaries abroad and across the land!

. put heart and hope into Christian workers around the
. enlarge character building influences as men face

. undergird services of comfort and healing to thou-
sonds who look to us for help!

World needs are critical: Make your gift through

The Wesld Service Agencizs o

‘A Christmas gift through world service will

740 Rush Sﬁ'reei‘

Chucago i1,

tlinois

£ the Methodist Church
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WHILE THE WORLD
HUNGERS

‘By Lucia Mallory

“This has been a happy day,
Doris! I'm sure it’s been the nicest
Christmas ‘I've had since you and
I were children.”

It was evening, and we were sit-
ting in front of the fireplace in my
sister’s basement playrocm, where
her own and some of the neigh-
bors’ children were popping corn
and filling a big pan with the fluify
white kernels.

My sister’s eyes lighted  with
pleasure. “I'm glad to hear you
say that, Lucia,” she replied. “It
proves something I've been won-
dering about. Didn’t you nolice
that our dinner was rather meager
~—that we didn’t have as much to
eat as usual?”

“No, I didn’t,” I answered. “I'm
sure everyone was most generous-
ly served.”

‘;Generously, but not- lavishly,”
Doris continued musingly, “and yet
everybody was content. We shall
have no lavish dinners here, even at
Christmas .time, while the world
hungers, Lucia. Of course, I want
my children to store up as pleas-
ant memories of Christmas as you
and I did in our old heme, but I
do not want any of us te he selfich
—certainly not on Christmas Day.

“I was- being very sclfish this
year,” Doris went on, “until a chance
tonvcrsation I overheard at the bus
station a: couple of weeks ago

brought me to my senses. Two
womsan were sitting  beside me,
waiting for the Ivywild bus. One

of them carried a bulging shopping
bag, and ‘the other had her arms
full of bundles.

“ ‘Have you stocked your larder
for Christmas yet?’ the first woman
asked her friend. ‘I began weeks
ago to gather up all the scarce arti-
cles I could find, so that my chil-
dren wouldn’t have to go without
anything in this year of food short-
ages.

“The other woman winked across
the mound of bundles she carried.
‘Oh, yes, she answered, ‘I, too, am
seeing that my children shall have
plenty of . everything this year.
They’ve had to do without things
long enough!’

“ Do without things’! I almost
gasped. Didn’t those two well-fed
mothers know the reason for our
food shortages? Didn’t they know
we’ve been sending food across the
sea to keep other mothers’ children
from starving? How would they
feel if their children were big-eyed
little skeletons?

“I was about to make somc in-
dignant protest to those complacent

2, @hristmas Prager
This “Day of Joy

C‘/.éiis with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;

As with joy they hailed the light,
Leading onward, -beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee. ¢

Mf s they offered gifis most rare

At that manger rude and bare,

So may we with holy joy,

Pure, and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,

Christ, to Thee, ‘our beavenly King.
: Amen

(ﬁ s with joyous steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed, --
There to bend the knee before

Him whom heaven and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet

Ever seek thy mercy seat.

A
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC LEAGUES
PLANNED IN KENTUCKY

Louisville, Ky., (RNS)—Organiz-
ing of Christian Civic Leagues to
campaign for better local and state
governments has begun over Ken-
tucky. -

The first of a series of 60 meetings
scheduled over the state was held
at a joint session of the Kentucky
Christian Citizenship Council and
the Louisville Christian Civic Lea-
gue,

The leagues will be patterned af-
ter the Louisville Christian Civic
League. Similar leagues have been
organized in several areas just across
the Ohio River from Cincinnati.

Dr. W. Earl Hotalen of the Metho-
dist North Alabama Conference was
principal speaker at the gathering
here. He also will tour the state.

The civic leagues have in a num-
ber of instances prodded local and
state officials into action regarding
law enforcement,

have barely enough food to sustain
life!

“Simplifying my holiday menus,
yet nevertheless providing appetiz-
ing and adequate meals with little
individual surprises, did not prove
too hard to do. It did take a bit
of figuring to let Freda and Joan
cach carry out her wish to cook
something special for Aunt Lucia -
‘and still kecep within the simple
plans I had laid out,” Doris con-
cluded, “but we seem to have man-
aged to do it to everyone’s satisfac-
tion.” .

“Indeed you have,” I  heartily
agreed, “and you've given your chil-
dren the best gift of all—a sense :
of the real meaning of Christmas.
It was the One whose Birthday we
cclebrate who taught us long ago
that it is more blessed to give than
to receive, and His lessons are never
fully understood until they are prac-
ticed.”—Issued by the National Kin-
dergarten Association,

creatures, when I looked down at
the bundles I myself was carrying
and rcalized that I wasn’t doing
much better than they. True, we
had voluntarily limited our use of
foods that could easily be shipped
and, of course, we had given money
for famine relief, but here I was
preparing the most elaborate Christ-
mas celebraticn my family had cver
hod.

“Al at orce I resolved not to en-
courage iy children to overeat just
bceause it was our scason of rejoic-
ing. Queer how we rejoice, isn't it!
And what a dreadful way to do it
when in many parts of the world
chiidren aind grown men and women

Christmas Gifts of .
‘Finest Luggage - - And the
Smartest of Leather

(Goods.
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Extends Christmas Greetings

Gifts For The Family

Shop At Sears
SAVE TIME AND MONEY

To All Customers
of

SEARS
ﬁ ,
Make Our Store
HEADQUARTERS

For All Your
Christmas Shopping.
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CHRISTMAS MEDPITATIONS
E 1TURN “Dies the song, stars and moon
to China gently fade,
at this Shepherds leap for very joy;
Christmas . Leave their quiet flocks, homeward

season for aid in
our devotional
meditations — to
two poems written
under very differ-
circumstances, by
by Christian na-
tionals of that land . . .

Just one hundred years ago, the
first Methodist missionaries to
China were beginning their labors
in Foochow and Shanghai—and how
they labored for one convert, for
one ray of hope that thz Christian
message might be understood, for
one friendly Chinese among the
hundreds that shunned, or reviled,
or persccuted them! How they
would rejoice today in the new un-
derstanding, the new hope; the
new interpretation of Christmas and
of Christianity that comz= to us from
Christian Chinese hearts and pens!

“Stars of Ice” was written as a
Chinese carol by T’ien Ching-tu, a
student at Yenching University,
Peking, China. Professor Bliss
Wiant, who wrote the music; says:
“The author has created new imag-
ery in that he has drawn upon Chi-
nese epithets. The tune is a simu-
lated Chinese folk-melody.” Pro-

fessor Wiant gives the English
translation:

“Stars of ice, wheel of moonlight
bright,

Shine on sheep with silv’ry light;

Humbles shepherds chatting circled
round, '

Sit content on grassy heights.

Sudden light! Hark, the angels
sing!

Shepherds crouch in awe.

Mid the clouds the angels proclazm

God’s Son is born in Bethlehem.

quickly fly,
Worship then the Holy Boy.
Wondrous news thru the streets
resounds,
Glad praises fill every home.
Poor man’s Savior, peasant’s Friend,
Comes today to Bethlehem.

“Learned men from far. eastern
lands

Kneel before the Holy Child,

Bring abundant gifts, rare, luxuri-
ant,

Milcs on miles had they come to
adore;

No distance secmed tco far.

Boundlecs, saying, reaceful love

Now hzs ccme to Bethlehem.”

" The other is a Chrisimas medita-
tion, written from a Japanese prison
cell during World War II by Dr.
T. C. Chao, faculty member of th=2
School of Theology of Yenching Uni-
versity. " It is one of many verses
he wrote from that cell. This medi-
tation was written in Chinese, but
Dr. Chao himself has given us this
free translation:

“Nature is conquered,

While man is not tamed;

Pride and avarice hold sway

To make wars in the world.

While here below man wwsths
evil,

There in heaven He prepares self-
sacrifice

To give life for conquest of sin,

To be the Word Incarnate in order
to die. . . ‘

Lord, have mercy on me, Thy un-
worthy follower,

That imprisoned as I am,

I may imitate Thy way;

In tears falling heavily, not for me

But for all who have need of Thee”

Page Nine
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nothe yoar at Atkins with
spi-it of cooperatiopn. On

W he
u fine

i l\lovemb;r 19 we had a fellowship

supper in the dining room of the
educational building when yenison
and turkey with all the trimmings
were served. Our new district sup-
erintendent, Rev. R. E. Connell, and
Mrs. Connell, were present. Some
say it was the largest attendance
at any supper ever given in the
building. After the delightful meal
Brother Connell held our first Quar-

- terly Conference in such a brotherly

and helpful way that he endeared
himself to all of us.

Under the splendid leadership of
Hays Gibson, our new chairman of
the Official Board, the question of
finances for the year was presented.
An every member canvass was
made and we accepted the budget

. system, using envelopas through the

Sunday Zchocl which eliminates the
offerings et both morning and even-
ing worship.

The church raised the pastor’s
salary to $2450.00 for the coming
year. Our Sunday School shows a
fine increase in attendance. The
W. 3. C/ S, under the leadership of
Mrs. A. B. Bates, carries a full pro-
gram. The Suncay School, under
the leadership of David Griffin, is
growing splendidly.

We are looking forward to a pro-
ductive year 1in the work of the
Moaster.—II, C. Minnis, Pastor.

LARGEST PORTUGESE
CLOCK CHIMES SACRED
TUNES

Lisbon — (RNS) — The largest
clock ever made in Portugal is be-
ing exhibited here before being in-
stalled in a new Roman Catholic
church in OPorto. Weighing three
tons, and measuring over three feet
high and twelve feet deep, the clock
chimes and hours, halves and quar-
ters with sacred tunes.

Make yourself necessary to some-
body. Do not make life hard to
any.—Emerson.

PRESBYTERIAN BIDS
METHODISTS HELP BIND
WORLD TOGETHER

Grand Rapids: Mich. (RNS)
America’s effort to avoid war is

.“like hunting elephants with pop-

guns,” Dr. Paul C. Payne, Presby-
terian church official, told 500
Methodist educators here at closing
sessions of the Methodist Conference
on Christian Education.

Payne, general secretary of the
board of Christian Education of the
Presbyterian Church, USA, blamed
the “shortsightedness that is char-
acteristic of our time” as the cause
of an “incorrect attitude* on atomic
weapons.

“Americans are asking the wrong
question about the future,” he said.
“Instead of ’how can we keep the
dictator from getting the weapon’,
the right question is ‘how can we
keep any future war from arising’ ”

“We moved into the machine age
and chose the machine gun for its
symbkol,” he charged. We piled up
enormous surplus of food and cloth-
ing but the only things we were
able to distribute impartially were
bullets.”

FARRIOR'S
ARMY STORE |

Wishes You |

a v
Very Merry Christmas

and a .

.

‘Happy New Year
*

209 Main
Little Rock, Ark.

Christmas
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New
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o

and

Best Wishes

for the

, to our
Many Friends and Customers.

*
Dependable — Efficient — Friendly

Peoples National Bank
.. OF LITTLE ROCK

124 Main Street @) Member F. D, 1. C,
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Year
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Have A Joyous Christmas At

DUNDEE'S
*
For All The Mén Folks From
Factory To You:
100% ALL WOOL SUITS — TOPCOATS
TUXEDOS — SPORT WEAR — TROUSERS

Complete Line Of

Men's Fine Furnishings

. -

-

306 Main St.

s B

Saturdays 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M,
Weekdays 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.

The Man Who Knows Wears Dundee Clothes

John C. Roberts
Shoes

A~
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CHURCH SCHOOL DAY
PROGRAM

“Search Ye the Scriptures” is the

title of the Church School Day pro-

gram soon to be off the press. It
has been built around actual experi-
ences with the Bible enjoyed by
children and youth making use of
either the Group Graded or the
Closely Graded Courses. A study of
the program will recall meaningful
times of Bible Study for each age
and will be suggestive of helpful
ways for the use of the program.
The stage setting may be made
very simple, so that the service is
within . the possibility of even the
small church, We will mail sample
cop].es of the program to pastors in
the near “future. Additional copies
may “bé had from the Conference
Officé for the observance of the day
set for April 18th in the Little Rock
Conference~~Roy E. Fawecett.

DELEGATES ‘'TO METHODIST
YOUTH CONFERENCE FROM
LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE

Arkadelphia District: Rev. Dan R.
Robinson.. (adult), Miss. Emogene
Dunlap . (adult), Hal Butler, Nancy
E. Hunter, ~Eloise Lewis, Martha
Sue Moore, Loyd P. Riddlehoover,
Robert M. Scoft, Willa Ann Stone,
Ann Wade, Nancy Williams, Billy
Jo Moore, Richard Jan. LeCroy,
Joseph A. Gannaway.

Camden District: Rev. W. R.
Burks and Rev. Fred Harrison,
registrars, Rev. Chas. H. Geissen
(adull), Sara Cannefax, Lillian Ruth
Riechmann, Oliver Bass, Ruby V.
Russell, O. Louise Martel, Ferrest
D. Windham, Glynn Cottrell, Win-
ston E. Nesbit, Maurice McKinnon,
Nat A. Slater, Ann Tennyson, Janice
Rushing, Joan Powledge, Sue A.
Coulter, Amy Harrell, Brooks Rice.

Little Rock District: Rev. Fred
Schwendimann (adult), Mrs. V. B.
Story (adult), Mary Rose Story,
Eleanor Hill, Virginia Westfall, Bar-
bara J. Brothers, Mary Ann Kin-
cannon, Dorothy Alice Mabrey, Jean
W. Dodds, John B. Hays, William
A. Holmes, SuElla Anderson, Hallie
J. Hart, Edith Wheeler, Nancy L.
Sanders, Louise Mulkey, Carolyn R.
Ricketts, George J. Rice, Robert W,
French, Robert P. Smart, Benjamin
F. Mackey, Miss Jo Dorsey, Eileen
G. Dodds, Mrs. J. Gordon Wilson
(adult), Eloise Nelson.

Monticello District: Rev. M. W.
Miller, Registrar, Marion ‘W. Miller
(adult), Marion -M.- Miller, Harvey
W. Thomasson, Jr., Mary Nell Clay-
ton, Mrs. Martha L. Davis (adult),
Rev. Jeff E. Davis (adult), Charles
Morton, James E. Constable, Eddie
E. Pace.

Pine Bluff District: Rev. Bryan
Stephens (adult), Jo C. Knoll, Mar-
garet A. Dial, Bob Meeks, Billy Bob
Arnold, Mary L. Schallhorn, Ovitta
Sue Harris, Jack Hood, Carr D. Ra-
cop, Jr., Bonnie L. Heicn, Austin L.
Grandgorge, Ann L. Evans, Patricia
I. Owen, Richard W. Wllson Mari-
lyn Beverly.

Prescott District: Rev. C. Ray
Hozendorf (adult), Mrs. Clyde H.
Williams (adult), Mclba Jean Brown,
Jimmy W. Buckley, Jamcs M. Cul,
Nona K. ¥agle, Fmily S. Hohbs,
David H. Newbern, Dorothy O’Neal,
Roy Snert, David W. Timberlake,
David Clyde Williams, Mary Caro-
lyn Wilson.

Texarkana District: Rev. Fred L.
Arnold, Registrar, Mrs. Edward W.

Mcthodlst Board of Educatlon

“Wesda %ﬁ"@g: ﬁﬂ g@%@ Vo

G Squises”

HRISTMAS, 1947, bogan in a stall with cattle and wise men

- and shepherds, Maiy and Joseph and Jesus, the Christ. With

an infant born began nev life, new hope, a new world. For as the .
teachings of Jesus hcve been learned of men, a new world has
come, a different werld!, « better world today than on the first Christ- ~has acquired a lot of experience and

mas morn., Schools
homes for the aged: <

an¢d universities, hospitals and orphanages:
=it music, paintings, literature; democracy

at its best; a demard for peace instead of war—these are some of

the results of the fi
many who do not k

x5t Christmas.

Yet Christmas, 1947, finds so

ovw Christ, and so many cf Christ's feachings

not vet learned. s must make Christmas not only « celebration,

but a consecratioan.

Dee. 21

CHRIST-

IN METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLS

QUONSET HUT CHUI
DEDICATED IN TS
Tokyo — (RNS) — Six vt huf
churches doncted by &0 L
Service of New York vioi >y v iatea
1)01'“ F'(-‘q o" the I TH Y

ol

Harris (adult), Helen Parn:i
Pinkerton, Babs Cargill, G .
Beasley, Jr., Elizabeth X itchens,
Fred H. Arnold.

Tohm

cquipped for holding services and
contains a small apartment for use
by the church pastor.

The St sleueture Cmnpi(:fed is
now the Higashi Wakano church,
Luill on the fourdr ion of a former
Universalisi-Congre ~ational ehureh
Its pastor is the Rev. Ko Yuki, au-
thor of hymns, who conducts ser-
vices for congregations averaging
80 persons,

BUFFALO ISLAND M. Y. F.
The Buffalo Island M. Y. F. met

‘at Caraway on Monday night, De-

cember 8. There were 77 members
present representing the following
places: Caraway, St. John, Manila
and Black Oak.

A devotional program was pre-
sented by Caraway -consisting of
songs, special numbers, scripture
and prayer. Following the devo-
tional program a business session
was held. Officers were elected as
follows: President, Walter Price of
St. John; vice-president, Annabeth
Davidson of Manila; Secretary and
Treasurer, Roselee Cunningham of
Black Oak; Reporter, Joey Welch of
Caraway, and Adult Counselor, Rev.
Theron McKisson of Monette.

The meeting night was. changed

'fromithe second to -the third Mon- .
day night-in each month. An offer- .:

ing of $3.67 was received. -

The meeting was adjourned for
.a recreation period during which
games were played and refresh-

-ments of sandwiches, cookies and -
. cold drinks were served.

The next meeling will be at St.
John on Monday night, January 10;

- —Roselee Cunningham, Reposter.

$400 STARTS SOOCHOW
FACULTY COOPERATIVE

To cope with the high cost of
living, inflation, and the black mar-
ket —all of which plague China
today — the faculty of Soochow Uni-
versity, Methodist institution in
South China, has organized a
“Faculty Cooperative” for the pur-
chase of basic living needs! Ac-
cording to Dr. W. B. Nance, mis-
sionary leader at the wuniversity,
this cooperative was organized with
a capital of $400—the gift of an
American friend.

Writing to the donor, Dr. Nance
says:

“Inflation has steadily contmued

“"through the year and prices have

risen. When the $400 arrived .last
month it was exchanged at the rate
of 30,000 Chinese National Currency

.to 1 U. S. currency—yielding CNC

$12,000,000.

“A year ago such a gift would
have been divided up among mem-
bers of the Chinese staff to supple-
ment their salaries. But as a result
of haphazard attempts at coopera-
tive buying of staple necessities,
such as rice and kerosene, our group

this experience has led to a well
worked out plan for the ‘Soochow
Faculty Cooperative’, in which
members will take shares, profit by
lower price@ for commoditics pur-
chased in wholesale lots, and share
in any profits accruing. An initial
capital was nceded to start the
scheme—our faculty members have
very limited resources today—and
your gift mects that nced.

“In the name of my Chinese fel-
low workers in the fundamental

-task of developing Chinese youth of

intelligence and Christian character,
so sorely nceded in this land, I

/express to you our deep apprecia-

tion of your gift and the spirit that
prompted it.”

Cemniitment Doy, February 15,
1648, is of paramount importance.

Only when I know God shall I
know myself. —Author unknown

[
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- CHRISTMAS COMES AGAIN TO THE CHILDREN
AT THE METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME

“OF THINGS TO COME”

OOKING back over the year
that has passed, we feel con-
strained to recount the good
things which have come to us
here in the Home. Of course the

boys and girls to really become a
spiritual “strength” in the life of
our nation. .

With our faces to the future, as-
sured of the .support of our great.
church and the blessings of God
upon our work,

“things prezeni”

days have not all been sunshin-z.
We have faced disappointment,
anxiety and frustration. But all
these are as nothing compared to
the joys that have come to us.

The kindness, good wishes and
liberal support which the churches
and individuals have given us, stir
our hearts. Mere words are inade-
quate to express our gratitude. We
¢an only say, we thank you. Then
too, we are grateful for the large
group of children which have been
ours to work with through the year.
Can there be any greater joy than
watching the unfolding life of a
child as step by step he develops in
body, mind and soul? Surely, God
gives us no greater opportunity for
service than that of training chil-
dren in the ways of truth and
righteousness. It has been said that
“children are the strength of the
nation.” Granting thé truth of the
statement, we must realize that this
“strength of the nation” must be
directed along Christian pdths, else
it will become a menace to the
future welfare of the nation.

This year, as we -approach the
Christmas season, we have another
cause for rejoicing. We are be-
ginning to realize the fulfillment
of our hopes and dreams of the past
four years. In our new location on
the pine clad hill adjacent to Oak
Forest Addition to™ Little Rock,
there is the first of our new build-
ings making its appearance. Day
by day, bricks, tile, mortar and steel
are taking form and developing into
a cottage; a coitage for children.

It is one of the greatest joys of
the year for us and for our children
to go out and watch the workmen
as they build this unit of our future
home. Yes, it may be, that when
Christmas of 1948 approaches, we
will be in our new Home. That
would be a Christmas never to be
fqrgotten. It would mark the be-
ginning of a new era of service and
u_sefulness of the church in this
field. Through the years that lie
ahead, it would mean rencwed hope
and a new chance for countless

will merge into a glorious era of
“things to come”.

A MEMORABLE EVENT

A few days ago, a group of our
children assembled at the new loca-
tion where work is in progress on
our firet building. We had prepared
in advance numerous articles to go
into the corner of the building,
there to await some distant day
when the bhuilding should be torn
down, and the contents made pub-
lic. Sealed in a glass container,
these memecentoes were deposited by
little Jimmy Sullivan, aged f{ive,
while the other children from the
Home looked on. After placing the
container in the corner of the build-
ing where a place had been pre-
pared to receive it, Jimmy lays the

e

brick and tile over it and then the
workmen seal it up.

Rev. Ewing T. Wayland, associate
editor of the Arkansas Methodist,
made the photograph. Dr. E. T.
Wayland, cditor of the Methodist,
was also present,

List of Articles Deposited

A copy of the original constitution
and by-laws of the Arkansas Mctho-
cdist Orphanage.

A copy of the new. constitution

o
¥

and by-laws of the Methodist Chil-
dren’s Home.

A list of the names and addresses
of the present Beard of Trustees of
the Methodist Children’s Home.

Two iscues of the Arkansas Meth-
odict containing the appoiniments
of the North Arkansas and Little
Rock Conferences for the year 1947.

Some kodak pictures of children
now in the Home, with their names
and ages written on them.

Some pieces of recent descriptive
literature about the New Home.

And finally, a letter from all the
children, addrcssed to “THE CHIL-
DREN OF THE FUTURE”. Every
child in the new Home signed this

it

letter. Here is what they said:

To The Children Of The Future

We, the children now living in
the Methodist Home located at 1630
Elm Street, in the city of Little
Rock, extend greeting to generations
cf children of the far distant future.

It may be cne hundred years or
more before this letter which we
now deposit in the corner of this,
the first building of our new home,
will be found and read. Perhaps
some of our children, or grand-
children, or great - grandchildren,
may see and read this letter. If

e

this should be so, we want you to
know it is our hope that we may
so live that the good influence of
our lives shall live on down through
th2 years and brighten your lives
long after we have passed away.
Christmas time is near at hand this
vear of our Lord, 1947, We are
joyous and grateful for the many
things which we expect to receive.
It is our prayer, that a kind and
loving heavenly Father may guide
your lives into paths of peace and
happiness, even as He has guided us.

The grace of our Lord Jesus rest

. upon and abidz with you always.

With lcve and good wishes,
(signed by all the children.)

The building may well stand one
hundred years. Because of the qual-
ity ¢f work and material going into
it, it might concievably stand five
hundred years. When it is torn
down, scme one will find these
mementoes and this letter. What
will their reaction be? Will there

bz an Arkansas Methodist in exist-

ence then? Will they republish the
list of appointments of the two Con-
ferences of 19477

We know that however we may

try to preserve any material things,
time will ultimately overtake our
best laid plans, but we know also,
that some things, like love, truth
and kindly ministries are imper--
ishable.

YES, CHRISTMAS TIME IS
HERE AGAIN

Many parcels and packages have
already been received. How to keep
them from prying eyes is a problem
that keeps us on the alert. The most
popular music now is the Christmas
carol. We are grateful, not only for
all the wusual Christmas toys and
presents, but for the large contri-
butions of the more practical things,
fruit, canned peaches, preserves,
vegetables and many other varieties
of food.

Some Christmas offerings are be-
ginning to reach our office. One of
our churches which sent us $135.00
last year, sent us a check the other
day for $300.00. We are greatly en-

couraged over reports reaching us ..

from over the two Conferences. The
folks called Methodists are showing
a real interest, we may add, a grow-
ing interest in our welfare and in
the progress of our building plans.
May Christmas bring joy and re-
newed hope to pastors and people
throughout the two conferences.—
J. S. M. Cannon, Superintendent.

1340 CHRISTIAN MISSION-
ARIES IN JAPAN

Tokyo — (RNS) — There were

1,340 Protestant and Roman Catholic -
misisonaries in Japan as of Octiber-

30, 1947, it was announced here. Of
this total Catholic missioners num-
bered 1,120,

A total of 365 Catholic and Protest-
ant missionaries have arrived here
since September, 1945. Of the 220
Protestant  workers currently as~
signed, here, 208 have arrived in the
past two ycars. :

v




l;age TweLve

ARKANSAS METHODIST

December 18, 1947

o e

RECEPTION AT FIRST
CHURCH HELENA -

A reception was held in the par-
lors of the Methodist Church at
Helena Tuesday evening, December
2, honoring Dr. and Mrs. Golder
Lawrence. Dr. Lawrence was re-
assigned to the church at the Con-
ference at Forrest City.

Fall flowers were used in the
decorations and a greeting was ex-
tended at the door by H. G. Steph-
ens, Sr. In the receiving line were
Mrs. W. F. Evans, president of the
W. S. C. S, Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence,
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts of California,
parents of Dr. Lawrence, Mr. and
Mrs. Edwin Burks, Rev. Ethan Dod-
gen, district superintendent, and
Mrs. Dodgen, Dr. and Mrs. R. O.
McRae of Elaine and Rev. and Mrs.

. J. W. Watson of West Helena.

Serving at the tea table were Mrs.
H. S. Horner, Mrs. E. S. Ready, Mrs.
Herbert Hill and Mrs. Al Haraway.

The women of the church assisted
in extending hospitality to the sev-
eral hundred guests who called be-
tween the hours of eight and ten.—
Reporter. | ' o

THE NAYLOR CHARGE

We are happy to {ind so many
loyal people on the Naylor Charge.
We have been here only two weeks
and have been busy since the par-
sonage was pretty badly run down
and our new church building is
not finished. We have hopes that
it will be finished in time for a
dedication program this coming
summer.

The Mt. Vernon school entertained
us with a program and a fine
Thanksgiving dinner, and Oakland
centertained us with a nice program
and a declicious Thanksgiving sup-
per at the church. Mt. Vernon gave
us a pounding and Bethlehcem gave
us a love offering last Sunday con-
sisting of $12.00 to buy a rug for
one of our rooms.

OQOur district superintendent, Bro-
ther Connell, and First Church,
Conway, have heard and answered
the Maccedonian call for which we
are- very grateful.

We have started a special Bible
study class on Thursday nights here
in Naylor and we intend to start
a Youth Fellowship the second Sun-
day night of this month. We are
also organizing a Youth Fellowship
at Mt. Vernon in the near future.
There is already a Youth Fellow-
ship at Oakland.

Plans have been made to organ-
ize a Woman’s Society of Christian
Service at three of our points. We
think this will be accomplished
soon. — Rev. and Mrs. Fred M.
Thompson.

THE WORK AT AMITY

Rev. R. C. Walsh has becn assign-
ed to the church at Amity for the
Conference year. Amity was one of
the churches in the Conference left
“to be supplied”. Brother Walsh
preached here Sunday morning, De-
cember 7, and delivered a finc ser-
mon. Other churches of the circuit
will be supplied by the district sup-
e > #endents of the Arkadelphia and
P 1 ott Districts.

¢ ‘ish to thank our fine elder,

BEN FEW SUB-DISTRICT
MEETS

The Ben Few Sub-district of the
Methodist Youth Fellowship met at
the Mount Carmel Church Monday
night, December 1.

The young people from Carthage
had charge of the program. Their
sponsor, Mr. Holiand, talked to the
group on “Working With The Right
Motives”.

A brief business meeting of the
presidents from each church was
held to decide on what basis the
loving cup could be won. It was
decided to have different things
such as stunts, percentage of at-
tendance and the largest number
present. At the end of three years
the charge having received the cup
the greatest number of times will
keep the cup. At the next meeting
the young people from each charge
will give a stunt. The winner will
receive the loving cup to keep until
the next meecting.

Rev. Dan Robinson led the group
in several songs.

Refreshments were served by the
young people from™ Holly Springs.

A total of 132 were present. The
next meeting will be at Carthage
on January 5.—Bobbie Janc Hunter,
Secretary.

FOUNTAIN LAKE CHURCH

Founlain Lake Church is one of
our new churches. It is only three
years old. The church was built
during the pastorate of Rev. S. K.
Burnett. It is a nice little stucco
building with basement, which in-
cludes a kitchen, a class room, and
a social hall. The main floor has
two Sunday School rooms, one on

cach side of the pulpit. It has two -

pianos and very nice and substan-
tial pews. Rev. C. H. Gilliam is
now in his second year as pastor.
It is a full time station, and bids
fair to become a thriving and fast
growing church. It is surrounded by
wcll to do business men and farm-
ers, who constitute the backbone
and hope of its future prosperity.

It was the pleasure of the writer,
together with Dr. Francis A. Buddin
and Rev. J. D~ Baker, to attend a
men’s fellowship supper at Foun-
tain Lake last Thursday evening.
There were some thirty odd men
and boys present. The supper con-
sisted of barbecued kid, pickle,
bread and coffee. It was well pre-
pared and very delicious. And the
way some of the brethren ate it was
a sight!

The program consisted of a num-
ber of impromptu specches which
were made in response to the host
pastor and master of ceremonies,
Rev. C. H. Gilliam, and a prepared
address delivered by Dr. Buddin on
the subject of “The Essential Fea-
tures of a Successful Church”, which
was enjoyed by all.

Brother Gilliam announced that
the men’s organization would {ca-
ture a fellowship supper once each
month, and extended an invitation
to all wvisitors to come back and
fellowship again with the brethren.
He also announced that he had rais-
ed $2,000 sinde conference toward
building a parsonage. We expect to
sec this parsonage up before the
sitting of our next annual confer-
ence.—J. A. Wade.

All Mcthodism will make much
nf the First Sundav in T.ent, 1948.

Bro}f Harrell, for helping us fill
the » of the man who next to
the di ” - and teacher is closest to
the I_lx. f most communities.—
Wallis I~ Aloway, Jr.

“ten members
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ALICIA M. Y. F. NEWS

The Alicia M. Y. F. met Sunday
night, November 30, at the Meth-
odist Church in Alicia. There were
and the counselor
present. Officers were elected for
the. next six months as follows:
President, Delena Smith; Vice-presi-
dent, Frances Sue Rogers; Secre-
tary, Janice Harris; Treasurer, Mon-
roec  Smith; Reporter, Cleveland
Rogers; Worship chairman, Janie
Rogers; Recreation chairman, Bar-
bara Pickett; Community Service
chairman, Lola Rogers;
cheirman, Ben Edwin Owens.

1t was planned that the M. Y. F.
have charge of the community
Christmas tree and program.

On Friday night preceding this
meeting, the M. Y. F. had a weiner
roast for their monthly entertain-

Mission_

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Let Christmas not become a thing
Merely of merchants’ trafficking,
Of tinsel, bell and holly wreath
And surface pleasure, but beneath
The childish glamor let us find

Nourishment for soul and mind.

Let us follow kinder ways
Through our teeming human maze
And help the age of peace to come
From a Dreamer’s martyrdom.

—Madeline Morse:

ment. Cold drinks and marshmal-
lows were also served. Transporta-
tion was furnished for the outing
which was held a few miles from
the church. Twenty members were:
present and all enjoyed it very
much.—Cleveland Rogers, Reporter.
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Wishes You and Yours

A Very Merry
Christmas!...

and a Bright New Year ...

o
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CAVE’S
JEWELERS

619 Main Street — Little Rock
Wi ishes You 7A
Merry Christmas

and
Happy New Year!

*

We've served. many of you during the year now closing,
~and hope to enjoy the same privilege in the years to
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- NEWS ABOUT HENDRIX
' COLLEGE

Varied Christmas Activities

Features of the pre - Christmas
.activities include the annual Christ-
mas candlelight service in chapel
and the annual concert by the
Choristers and the Concert Band.

The candlelight service, present-
ed by the Fine Arts Department,
has been a highlight of the religious
Christmas activities every year since
1932, with the exception of last
year. .

The program opened with the
reading of the Scripture by Rev.

James Upton, professor of religion, -

. and prayer by Rev. Carl Keightley,
associate pastor of the First Meth-
odist Church of Conway.

Special music was furnished by
the Choristers, under the direction
of J. Glenn Metcalf, associate pro-
fessor of music; and the Brass Choir,
under the direction of Ashley R.
Coffman, assistant professor of
music. Soloists with the choristers
were Jean McAnnally, soprano, and
Robert McDaniel, baritone. Carolyn
Moore, pianist, and Doyle Grogan,
organist, accompanied the Choris-
ters.

The gymnasium was decorated as
a chapel with a large stained glass
cathedral window in the back-
ground. As the Choristers sang
“Holy Night” they formed an enor-
mous Cross.

The Concert Band and the Choris-
ters presented their annual pro-
gram of Christmas music in-Axley-
Gymnasium December 17. Mr. Met-

calf and Mr. Coffman were in
charge of the program.
Among the many Christmas

hymns and carols sung and played
were excerpts from Handel’s “The
Messiah”.

Other activities during the Christ-
mas season included the Chrisimas
Frolic December 13, a reception for
Senior students held by the Dames
Club at the home of President Ellis,

-open house at Galloway Hall and
Martin Hall, and a student-faculty
Christmas dinner at Tabor Hall.

Tabor Hall was appropriately
decorated <and. special music was
furnished during the Christmas
meal. Turkey and “all the trim-
mings” were served by Mrs. G. A.
Hulen, dietician.

1948 Warrior Captains Announced

Captains of the 1948 Warrior foot-
ball team are to be Harry Buchanan,
son of Mr ... Mrs. R. C. Buchanan
of Paragould, and John Douthitt of
Batesville.

Lee Yarbrough, son of Mr. H. S.
Yarbrough of Conway, was given
his football jersey by Coach Ivan
H. Grove, athletic director at Hen-
drix. Announcing that Yarbrough’s
nmmper 13 would not be worn at

adrix again, Coach Grove de-
scribed him as “the best defensive
back seen in 24 years of coaching.”

Troubadour Ahead Of Schedule

The Troubadour, student publish-
ed yearbook, is expected to be half
completed by January, Tom Hervey,
son of Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Hervey of
Pine Bluff, editor of the publication,
announced. TFifty percent of the
total pictures have been sent to the
engraver. According to the present
schedule, the 224 page yearbook will
be ready for distribution in May.

Eric Wade, also of Pine Bluff, is
business manager of the publication.
—Harold L. Nance.

The most important thought I
er had was that of my individual
$ponsibility to God.—Daniel Web-

.
iyl

YOUNG PEOPLE’S RALLY

The Young People’s Rally met
November 30, 1947, at the Stanford
Methodist Church. The theme for
the program was “Proof of a Chris-
tian”, There was a large attend-
ance and everyone enjoyed the trip.
It was stated that the Ebenezer
Methodist Church will entertain the
next rally in February, 1948. Every-
one is invited to attend.

The program was as follows: Song
service directed by Jess Gramling
and pianist, Mrs. Earl Gramling;
Prayer by Rev. Alvin Gibbs; Devo-
tion by Mrs. Edna Poppe; Welcome
Address by Rev. J. J. Pollard; Spe-
cial song by Five Oaks Quartet;
Reading by Stanford; Sunday
School Lesson discussed by Brother
B. P. Atkinson; Special song by
Mrs. Christine Braman; Sermon by
Rev. M. J. Pollard; Announcements
by chairman and host pastor; Bene-
diction by Brother Alvis Wright.

After church was dismissed, lunch
was served at the church. Following
lunch the young people met to dis-
cuss ways tc improve the rally.

Quiet music was played by Mrs.
Earl Gramling; Prayer by Mrs. Ger-
ty Simmons; Business by chairman;
Piano solo by Patty Adams; Devo-
tion by Ella Mae Stokes; Choruscs
led by Patty Adams; Special song
by Five Oaks Quartet; Prayer by
Brother John Simmons; Talk by
Curtis Bass; Special song by Dixie
Adams; Benediction by Rev. Albert
Gibbs.

%z The churches represented and the

number attending from each were:
Stanford, 41; Morn’s Chapel, 14;
Cache Lake, 5; Gravel Hill, 5; Lone-
ly Chapel, 1; Simmons Chapel, 1;
Leonard, 2; Union Grove, 16; Hurri-
cane, 9; Five Oaks, 12; Ramer’s
Chapel, 10; Liberty Hill, 4; Ebene-
zer, 7; Pleasant Grove, 3; and Smith-
ville, 5.

Union Grove church received the
banner for having the greatest num-
ber present.—Ella Mae Stokes.

Happiness is a by-product of
preper living.—Ex.

RATORREY

Iz_tsist on the ORIGINAL. Forty-
eight Years’ Supremacy. Never
equalled. Condensed Thought. Di- !
gest and Text of Lesson. Full expo- =
sition. Othér features. It has proved a
most efficient aid to the busy teacher,
pastor or scholar. Flexible Binding, 50c¢
Postpaid.

F. H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave.

New ork 10, N. .

DINNER FOR PASTCRS AND
WIVES OF ARKADELPHIA
DISTRICT

Rev. and Mrs. R. B. Mcore cnter-
tained the ministers and their wives
of the Arkadeclphia District with a
turkey dinner at the First Meth-
odist Church of Arkadelphia, Tues-
day, December 9th. In keeping with
the holiday spirit, red candles, red
berries, and greenery were used to
decorate the tables for this festive
cccasion. 'The delicious moal which
Mrs. Mcore had prepared, and was
served by the women of the First
Methodist Church, was enjoyed and
appreciated by everyone present.

Dr. F. A. Buddin, pastocr of the
First Methodist Church of Hot
Springs, was the spckesman for the

guests. He had to use much of his
fine vocabulary to express to Bro-
ther and Mrs. Moore the apprecia-
tion of those present for the deli-
cious meal, and the lovely fellow-
ship enjoyed around the table.

Preceding the dinner Brother
Moore met with the ministers in a
business session to outline the dis-
trict program for the winter months.
Rev. Roy E. Fawcett of Little Rock
gave the group some helpful sug-
gestions concerning the Church
Schocl campaign in the Crusade for
Christ program.

While the preachers were meeting
with Brother Moore, the women' as-
sembled in another part of the
church. There they had a “get ac-
quainted” and social hour together.
—John B. Hefley, Secretary.
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You've sung that song many times—“God Bless
America” . .. but have you ever realized just how
much this great land of ours HAS been blessed—
with abundance, with liberty, with endless oppor-

tunity?

ith determination, toil and devotion the greatest
democracy in the world has been built. Our sons

and daughters have fought and died to defend it.

In all recorded histry, twenty-tw great civiliza-
tions have arisen but only seven have lived! Will
American democracy survive the destructive

forces which threaten it today?

AREAESAS POWER &
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We believe it depends upon our attitude, as indi-
viduals and a nation, 4o our homes, our churches
and our schools—the basic institutions where the
better way of American living should be taught

by precept and example.

For remember this—the greatest nation ever built
will not survive if the moral and spiritual fiber

of its citizens has been destroyed.

Yes, God HAS blessed our America . . . let us
give thanks by living the right way . .. the better

way. And that means simply living Iis way.

LIGHT COMPANY

HELPING BUILD ARKANSAS
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B e
t The Sunday School Lesson
= By DR. O. E. GODDARD =~
e

Matthew 2.

GOD’S ETERNAL RULE
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28, 1947
SCRIPTURE TEXT:

Jude 24-25;. Revelation 16-22;

GOLDEN TEXT: Thy kingdom is a everlasting king-
dom, and thy dominion endureth throughout ull "genera-

L1 tions.—Psalms 145:13.

Retrospective And Prospective

Today’s lesson is the last lesson of -

the quarter and the last lesson of the
year 1947, :
The gospel of John furnished our
text for the first quarter of the past
year. The sccond quarter we had
the rise and -fall of a nation; for
the third, ancient writings and
modern prcblems; then the fourth,
General Epistles, Hebrews and
Revelation. : :
For the ensuing year, 1948, first
quarter, “Great Christian Teaching”;
second, “Captivity and Return of

~ -the Jews”; third, “Unheralded Bible

" Characters”, and fourth, “Literature
of the Bible”. o

. This appears to be an interesting
.bill of fare for 1948. .Perhaps the
.most” practical lessons of last year
“were those of the third quarter,
“Ancient Writing and Modern
Problems”. It was most profitable

to find how helpful the wisdom -

"bocks are to us today, as touching
-the problems we face. I can not
surmise which quarter’s lessons are
“to be most needed and most desir-
-able to study, but I am sure that
“Unheralded Bible Characters” will
claim a large interest.

A Mysterious Book

I frankly and humbly confess that
there is°much in Revelation that I
~do not understand. I suspect I am
confessing also for the major part
of my readers. I have seen some
"good people who thought they had
the key to its interpretation. Some
have become so confused that they

. were pronounced ‘“cranky’ and “un-

balanced” even to the extent that
they have been placed in an insti-
tution for nervous diseases, in order
to protect their families from vio-
lence of them under their craze.

If I am cranky, myself, it is not
because of excessive reading and
pondering on this book. My advice
to you is to read the book occa-
sionally. Get all the spiritual “help
you can from it. Pass up the-
indigestible and incomprehensive
parts. I am rooted and grounded in
the eternal verities of the gospel.
I got the major part of the funda-

mentals of Christianity from Jesus
and Paul.

Jesus Has Gone To Prepare A Place
Tor Us

He has not only gone to prepare
a place for us, but he has promised
tq come again and receive us unto
himself. “Let not your heart be
troub}ed: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not
s0, I would have told you. I go
‘_co brepare a place for you. And
if T go and prepare a place for you,
I will come azain, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there
Y€ may be also. And whither I go

ye know, znd the way ye know.”
(St. John 14:1-4)

What Bodies Shall We Have In
Ileaven?

But some one will ask, “How are
the dead rzised? With what kind

of body do they eome?” You fool-
ish man! What you sow doés not
come to 'life unléss it dies. * And
what you sow is not the body which

is to be, but a"bare kernel, perhaps '

of wheat or of some other grain.

- “But God gives it a body as he
has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body. For all flesh is
not alike, but there is one kind for
man, another.for animals, another
for birds, and another for fish.
There are celestial bodies and there
are terrestial bodies; -but thé glory
of the celestial is one and the glory
of the terrestial is another. There
is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and <nother
glory of the stars; for star differs
from star in glory. =~ So it is with
the resurrection of the dead. What
is sown is perishable, what is raised
is imperishable. It is sown in dis-
honor; it is raised in glory. It is
sown in weakness, it is raised in
power.” I Corinthians 15:35-43, Re-
vised Standard Version. '

- 'What Shall Become Of Tha Living

When Jesus Comes?

“Lo! I tell you-a mystery. We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment,. in the
twinkling of an.eye at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we shall be chang-
ed. For the perishable nature must
put on the imwerishable, and this

mortal nature must put on immor- -

tality.” I Corinthians 15:51-53, Re-
vised S. V.

What And Where Is Eeaven’.’:

“And I saw a new hecaven-and a
new earth: For the first heaven and
the first carth werc pussed; and
there was no more sea. And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down fiom God out of hca-
ven, preparcd as a bride adcrned
for her husbcind. And I heard a
great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them,
and be ‘their.God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more

death, neither sorrow, nor erying,

neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are
passed away.” Revelation 21:1-4.

Is this 'a ‘picture of our eternal
heaven or is it a picture of our
world redeemed? There is no state-
ment that we shall ascend to 1his
place, but it says it shall come down
to us. When this book was written,
Jerusalem had fallen and the Jews
were a conquered people. They felt
worsé than we would have-felt had

the . Germans invaded our country,

captured Washington City, and sub-

jugated "us. The tlemple was the -

center of their religious and politi-
cal life, dearcr to them than our
Washinton City.is to.us.
lation ‘and déstruction was unbear-
able to the Jews., We cannot con-

“ceive of their utter despair. The

inspired writer was trying to cheor
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them by giving them a picture of
what the world would be when
fully receemed by Jesus Christ, I
think our eternal heaven beggars
description! Eyes can not see it,
cars cannot hear it, and the brain
of m=n cannot conceive it. We have
no vocabulary with which to de-
seribe it. It is a celestial world.
Ours is a terrestial world. Heaven
i3 tcr ethereal, too divine, to be
materialistic
wordy. The immaterial heaven may
fill ©i1 the immensity of space.

Who Will Be There?

- All who trusted in Jesus Christ,
were loyal to him, and by reason
of their committal to Jesus had a
rightecus life. All will be holy

.there, all will be sanctified. All

will ke Christ-like. No unclean,

 dishonest, self-centered, insubordin-

ate persen will be there. It will be

- God’s one great family, forever and

forev.r.
Hymns Aboui Heaven

“There is a land of pure delight,
where saints immortal reign;
Infinite day excludes the night,
and pleasures vanish pain.
There everlasting spring abides,
and mever-withering flowers;
Deatk, like a narrow sea,
divides this heavenly land from
ours.” '

—Isaac Watts.

“On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,
and cast a wishful eye

To Cancan’s fair and happy land,
whzre my possessions lie.

O the transporting, rapturous scene
tha¢ rises to my sight;

Sweet fields arrayed in living green,
and rivers of delight.”

—Samuel Stennett

“I wiil sing you a song of that
becutiful land, the far away home
cf *ie soul,

2 no storms ever beat on the

ering.- strand, while the years

of eiernity roll.”

—Ellen C. Gates

U

“for millions of years.

“How happy every child of grace,
who knows his sins forgiven!
‘This earth’ he cries, ‘is mot my
place, I seek my pldce in heaven,
A country far from mortal sight,
which by faith I see, .
The land of rest, the saints’ delight,
the heaven prepared for me.”

—Charles. ‘Wesley

“Hark, hark, my soul! angelic -songs
are swelling, - - ) .
O’er earth’s green fields and
Ocean’s wave-beat shore; :
How sweet the truth those blessed
strains are telling -
Of that new life-when sin shall be
' no more! o
Angels of Jesus, angels of light,
Singing to welcome the pilgrims of
the night, ) .
—Frederick’ Faber.

Think More And Talk More Of
Heaven

And the time.I graduated from -

Hendrix College, 1 was notified that
I had been accepted as a foreign
missionary to China but might not
be sent for a few years. I was.eager
to learn all I could about. China.
I searched all the available books
to learn as much as possible. about
my future home. . .
Millions of Christians have the
witness of the Spirit, that is, they
have been informed by the Spirit

that they have a title to a mansion

in the sky which they are to inhabit
Should not
all people be intensely interested in
heaven? Why has the subject of
heaven been tabooed in polite con-
versation, and soft-pedaled in the
pulpit? Lo
Some weeks before he passed 6n,
I called on my very dear friend,
Dr. J. A. Anderson, and found him
in the wheel chair on the porch.

. He said, “Oscar, I have been sitting

here thinking of heaven, wondering
how it looks, and what we shall
do over there.
about heaven?” My reply. was, “It
is difficult for me to visualize hea-

(Continued on Page 16)
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ven and still more difficult for me
to vocalize my conception of heaven.
My vocabulary is so materialistic
that I find it hard to conceive a
purely immaterial realm. I doubt
whether we while in the flesh can
conceive of heaven as it is.” Then
he said, “What kind of bodies will
we have?”’ I said, “My best venture
would be that our risen bodies will
be like the risecn body of Jesus. He
passed through closed doors. He
ascended, from the earth. His body
passed through solid substances and
did not scem to be subject to the
laws of gravitation.”

“Beloved it does not yet appear
what we shall be but we know
that when he shall appear we shall
beé like Him.”

“0O, that will be glory for me,
when I shall see Him face to face,
and tell the story, saved by grace.”

Another question he raised, “What

about locomotion and tranporta-
tion?” I said, “It may be by thought.
Psychologically, we can think our-
selves into London in an instant.
It may be something like that in
heaven. In our immaterial bodies
we may be able to think ourselves
across a distance of a million miles
a second.” “Well,” he said, “We
need not worry about it. All our
thinking is too inchoate. Thank
God you and I shall soon know as
we are known. We shall soon really
know what it is to be there.”
. The thought of such an inherit-
ance, incorruptible and undefiled,
ought to fill us with joys unspeak-
able and full of glory. I believe
without a doubt that Christians have
a right to shout. Hallelujah! Amen,
and amen!

BELIEFS THAT MATTER
LESSON FOR JANUARY 4, 1948

. SCRIPTURE TEXT: John 20:30-
31; Acts 16:11-15; I Timothy 4:16;
I John 5:1-5,

GOLDEN TEXT: Every one who

believes that Jesus is the Christ is.

a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child.—
I John 5:1. R. S. Version.

Our subject for the first quarter
of the year 1948 is, “Great Christian
Teachings”. We shall deal much
with the fundamental doctrines of
Christianity. This should prove in-
teresting and profitable, as we learn
more of the basic doctrines of Chris-
tianity. A doctrinal sermon is not
a sermon on the mode of baptism,
the form of church government, nor
on who was Melchizedek. Basic
teachings do not include any of the
mcoted questions among the church-
es. They go to the roots of the
Christian way of life.

The Most Foolish Sayings

Many foolish and inconsequential
sayings get into circulation. Some
of them may seem wise, to some
people, but many of them seem
foolish. Here are examples: “Bad
boy_s make the best men.” “A good
beginning makes a bad ending.”
“Plant potatoes in the dark of the
moon.” (A better place is in the
ground.) “Friday is an unlucky
day.” “Never begin anything on
the thirteenth.” The most of such
sayings are silly or misleading. Most
all of them are untruthful. But the
silliest and the most untruthful of
all is this: “It matters not what you
believe, just so you live right.”
This is the quintessence of foolish-

ness and inveracity.

Belief The Genasiz Of All Action

A {ree man’s conduct is deter-
mined almost wholly by what he
believes. A man’s belief about Cod
determines his action toward God.
What a man bcliaves about the
church motivates his action toward
the church. What a man believes
about his country determines wheth-
er he is a loyal or di loyal citizen.
What a man believes sbout his fel-
lowman' actuates all his conduct
manward. .What a man believes
about virtue is'indicative of how
he wiil act when action in the mat-
ter is involved. Of all the silly
sayings evolved by shallow brains,
the silliest cf all is, that is dozcs nct
mattar what ycu believe just so
vou act all right. _All right action
stems from right beliefs, and ail
wrong action emerges from wrong
beliefs. A man’s conduct toward
his fellowman, his government, and
his God is determined by what he
believes.

Belief Energizes, Unbelief
Enervates

Belief makes heroes and heroines.
Unbelief ‘makes cowards and weak-
lings. There is no heroism apart
from belief. Unbelief never made a

"martyr or a hero. The Romans

were invincible as long as they

believed in their gods, and felt that.

Mars was leading them on to vic-
tory. Rome was made mistress of
the world by soldiers and statesmen
who had an ideology and were will-
ing to die for that ideology. When
they began to doubt that ideology
they became flabby and the bar-
barians overran them and they went
down in shame. A strong ideology
based on an error is stronger than
an ideology based on truth but only
half believed or doubted.

In World War I, the Russians had
a Christian ideology, vaguely held,
and half believed. Their basic truth
was sound but they were not grip-
ped by it so as to impel them to
desperation. They were weak,
vodka-soaked, worthless soldiers.
Should World War IIT come upon us
(I am writing this lesson October
8§, 1947) they would go into it grip-
ped, possessed, obsessed, by an ide-
ology that would make them des-
perate soldiers. Their ideology is
based on an error but they believe
in it so intensely that it makes them
heroes and heroines. If the demo-
cracies of the world had the sublime
faith in the principles of democracy,
that the Soviets have in Commun-
ism—such an ideology would make
them invincible and dominant in
war or peace all over the world.

God Wants Us To Have An Intelli-
gent Faith In Him

God inspired John to write the
Gospel of John in order that we
might learn more of Him: “But
these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and believing ye

" might.have life through his name.”

St. John 20:31.

God wanted to share his love for
humanity as exhibited by the love
of a new convert under Paul’s min-
istry. “And a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the
city of Thyatira, which worshipped
God, heard us: whose heart the
Lord had opened, that she attended
unto the things which were spoken
of Paul. And when she was bap-
tized, and her household, she be-
sought us, saying, if ye have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house, and abide there.
And she constrained us.” Acts 16:-
14-15.

God further wanted to show how
He is revealed in Christ. “Take

nocd unto thysclf, and unto the
decirin~; continue in the:n: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thy-
s.1f, and thom that hcar thee” I
Timothy 4:16. ) )

Cod wants us to know that He
will overcome the wo:rld by Christ.
“Every one who believes that Jesus
is the Christ is a child of Ged, and
cvery one who loves the parent
loves the child. By this we know
that we are the children of God,
when we love -God and cbezy his

commandments. For this is the love

of God, that we keep his command-
ments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. For whatover is
born of God overcomes the world;
and ihis is the victery that over-
comes the world, our faith. Who is
it that overcomes the world but he

who believes that Jesus is the Son -

of God?’ I John 5:1-5.

The Purpose Of The Four Lessons
In January ' ’

The purpose of today’s lesson and
the three other lessons of January is
to clarify the ideas of adults about
God. If a careful study of these
lessons does give us a clearer and
more .intelligent conception of God,
we shall be amply repaid by such
study.

God Wants Us To Know Him

God has been through all the past
centuries trying to reveal himself to
us. Abraham received a revelation.
“Now the Lord had said to Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I
will shew thee. And I will make
thy name great; and thou shalt be
a blessing: And I will bless them
that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all
the families be blessed.” Genesis
12:1-3. - :

God revealed himself to Moses.
(Please read the entire chapter of
Genesis 3).

Isaiah, Jeremiah, and all the
prophets, great and small, were the
recipients of-revelations from God.
Paul had revelations and visions
galore. Indeed the Bible from Gene-

iz to Rev:lation is a perpetual
revelation of God. God wants us tg
know his goocdness, his omnipotence,
his cronizcience, his omnipresence,
and above all his fatherly love for
us.
If we adore Him, worship Him,
love Him, and obey Him, we shall
bzcome like Him., We assimilate the
chararter of the object which we
worship. “We chall be like Him for
we shall see him as He is.” The
final objective of all revelation from
Ged is that we may know Him in
the fullness of his power, and glory,
and salvation! May his power, his
love, and his spirit, be yours for a
larger and greater service in bring-
ing men and women to know him
“Whom to know aright is life eter-
nal.”

When everything seems to be
going dead wrong, take a good
look and see if you are not headed
in the wrong direction.—Construc-

* tion Digest.
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