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Hlethodism Alust Strength-
en ‘©he, FHome Base

NE of the wonderful things about a
O Pastors’ School is that it offers oppor-
tunity for pastors to relax from the
constant, continuous responsibilities of

the pastorate and strengthen their own spiritual
and intellectual lives.

Just as a pastor needs to give thought and
time to the strengthening of his own spiritual
life in order to be of larger service to his people,
just so our local churches need to have oppor-
tunity, occasionally, to give thought and time to
the strengthening of the local church in order
that it may render larger service in the total
program of the church,

In many instances, at present, our ministry
is a “told” ministry instead of a called ministry.
Often our ministers must spend so much of their
time doing things they are “told” to do that
they do not have much time or latitude in which
to do some of the things they feel called to do.
The basic strength of The Methodist Church lies
in the powers of leadership and personal initia-
tive of the pastor—the “key man” in the pro-
grum of the local church. In a meeting in
Chiczgo last year, the writer heard Lishop J.
- Ralph Magee, while discussing the complexity
of programs coming to the iocal pastor from
various sources, say that ‘“this often results in
the pastor becoming a “bottleneck” instead of
being the “key man.” Methodism will be much
poorer if to any degree the personal initiative
of the local pastor is sacrificed or even weaken-
ed on the altar of too .many planned programs.

If Methodism is to be strong across the
world it MUST be strong at home. We all
realize that it would be suicidal for The Method-
ist Church to decide to “strengthen the home
base” simply that we may be strong at home.
That would be selfish and sinful. Nevertheless,
it would be evidence of Christian statesmanship
just now if our Methodism would plan to give
to its pastors more time, on their pwn initiative,
to strengthen the main body of our church at
home. In this way we will be hetter able to
fuifill our world obligations today and also it
will make it possible for the strong arm of our
church to reach our even further and with
greater strength in the years before us.

(Church %ires

‘WO Methodists Churches in Greater Little
Rock have had disastrous fires within a
J year. Last August Gardner Memoria]
Methodist Church in North Little Rock was
destroyed by tire. Thursday of the past week
Scott Street Methodist Church in Little Rock
burned with heavy loss. :

There are few, if any, fire-proof Methodist
church buildings in Arkansas. It is our judg-
ment that there are fire hazards of larger or
smaller degree in every church of the state,
regardless of denomination. In the face of these
fire hazards, the safest course to persue is to
have some reputable insurance company make
an estimate of the value of the building and in-
sure it for the maximum amount the insurance
company recommends. Even then, with the
building situation as it is, and as it may be for
some time, a serious fire will cause about all
of the trouble one congregation will be able to
carry. Since it is a public building, a church, for
the time it is in use, has an unusual number of
tire hazards which only insurance can meet.
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inisters Of Arkansas
In “Privileged” (Class
OR twenty-five years, at the Pas-
F tors’ School at Conway, the Meth-
odist ministers of Arkansas have
been hearing some of the outstand-
ing church leaders of America.

It is an inspiration to read a book
that is the product of a great mind. It
is a much higher privilege to know and
hear in person the individual who wrote
the book. It_is one thing to hear about
great leaders off yonder who have had
unusual success in their field of service;
it is something else to stand in the pres-
ence of such persons and feel the impress
and imprint of a dynamic personality.

DR. WILLIAM CANNON

It is in this manner that the Pastors’
School has brought to the rank and file
of Methodist ministers in Arkansas a
high privilege that many of them would
not have had otherwise, and most of
them could not have had without it. The
Board of Managers of the Pastors’
School have recognized that no section
of our nation has a corner on either
brains or personality. Hence platform
speakers have been brought to this
school from all sections of the nation,
north, south, east and west,

This year our speaker comes from
the deep south. Dr, William Cannon of
the School of Theology, of Emory
University, Atlanta, Georgia, is the plat-
form speaker for the first week of the
school.  Under his leadership we go
back to basic matters in Methodism as
we study *“The Thg,olo_gy of Waesley.”
It is our feeling that, in his work this
week, he will make a distinctive and
lasting contribution to the Methodist
ministry of Arkansas.

- Our good fortune is to continue into
next week when we are to have the
opportunity to hear Bishop Paul E.
Martin, Dr, W. A, Smart and others.
Our speakers, supplementing the high
character of work being done in the
class rooms by our instructors, will make
this a memorable Pastors’ School,
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- they would like to have answered.

‘Do eMethodist “Preachers
FHave Ghis TFaule?

P 1 OST of us who preach are conscious, at
times, that our sermons are not gripping
the minds of our hearers. We "wonder

if what we are saying is just plain un-
interesting, or inappropriate or lacking in
clarity.

Some one has said that one trouble with
much of today’s preaching is that “Preachers
spend too much time answering questions that
nobody is asking.” That is only another way
of saying that some of our sermons have little
or no relation to the problems of the people to
whom we are preaching; that they are simply
discussions of subjects, interesting enough to
the preacher, but so “out of this world” that
the people in the pews are left wondering what
it is all about,

When the lawyer discusses legal matters
with the average man, he must lay aside many
legalistic terms and usages and talk to his client
in a language that the common man can under-
stand or he had about as well not have talked
at all. When the doctor talks to his patient or
to friends of the patient ho must  drop many
medical terms and talk the language of the lay-
man if his words are to be understood. Either
the doctor or the lawyer could present unrelated,
hypothetical cases until the client or patient
is lost in a haze. Either one could but it would
be a waste of time if either one did. Preachers
must be as practical and sensible as lawyers and
doctors.

Every preacher who knows his people also
knows that they come into his services with their
hearts filled with questions about religion that
. These ques-
tions have to do with life as it is lived today in
the world as it is today. With the atmosphere
about us vibrant wvith the questions in the
hearts of our people regarding the religious
problems of life, it is worse than a waste of
time to spend the hour “answering questions that
nobody is asking.”

Slethodism In Earnest

T is our feeling that the newly organized
IMethodis_t Church in Sylvan .Hills, North
Little Rock, had its “Baptism of fire » :

it water, at the ’
June lst,

Rev. Neil Storey, our pastor at Washington
Avenue, who led in the organization of the
church, had planned a week of special services
for the new congregation, running from Sunday
May 25th through Sunday, June 1st. Rew.
Ewing T. Wayland, Associate Editor, was to
preach at the closing service Sunday evening
June 1st. ' S

Residents of this section wiil remember
that a torrential rain with an electrica] storm
broke early in the evening and carried far be-
yond the preaching hour. The radio was giving
on-the-spot announcements of the terriblz
cyclone that had swept through the Pine Bluff
area with a large number of fatalities and ga
larger number of injured, ’

The Sylvan Hills Methodist Church, just
organized, had only a tent pitched on a sloping
hillside as a place of worship. Arriving at the
editor’s home a short time before the hgur fo
the evening service, in ga blinding; rai
the associate editor made two phone ca
Sylvan Hills community tg inquire a

(Continued on Page 4)
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"The Art Of Living

\

(The following baccalaureate sermon was
delivered to the 1947 graduating class of Hendrix
College, at the First Methodist Church, Conway,
June 1, 1947, by Dr. Aubrey G. Walton, pastor of
First Methodist Church, Little Rock.)

Text: John 10:10. “I am come that they:

might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly.”

OMEONE made the statement a few years
S ago that what life does to you depends

upon what life finds in you. This is cer-

tainly true. Life may present to you a tragic
crisis, or it may open before you a glorious op-
portunity, but how you meet the crisis or what
you do with the opportunity is dependent upon
the elements of character witHin you, and the
manner in which you have learned to use these
personal forces, '

Men often attempt to look at life as a whole,
a complete process. But it cannot be so examin-
ed until a man’s life is finished, and who can
tell when all the influences of that life are
stilled. No, life is not a closed chapter. It
must be considered as a continuous process in
which growth is taking place or disintegration
is at work. Life found you today at this point
right here. Tomorrow it may find you one step
advanced or retreated. What life does to you
tomorrow: depends upon what you are able to
do with the materials which life gives to you
tomorrow. If you can and will use them prop-
erly, life will find you on the next day still
fuythe‘r advanced. Life is a continuous process,
going on day after day, and what it does to you
depends upon what you have learned about the
art of living. .

Our subject, then, is the art of living, and the
very words suggest to our minds three Infinitely
important problems; the art of living with
one’s self; the art of living with other people;
and the art of living with God.

A man’s greatest handicap in life is him-
self. The most difficult person to live with is
yourself. The hardest fought battles in life
are th.ose of a man with himself. The greatest
v1ctorlejS ever won are those which a man gains
over his own self,

We are wonderfully and fearfully made.
No n}achme was ever constructed by the genius
of science so complex and complete as a human
be;mg. You are yourself the most complicated
{J}llece oftcreitlon in all God’s unijverse. You are

e most potentially po izati

placserc;) oo p%,a Ii)e‘:verful organization ever

is self of yours with all it ibiliti
for good or evil is placed here in 2 g?lsii::;;glii
aaw: There are barriers of objective reality
bgamst which you may break yourself to pieces
lut whlch you can never break. There are
ri\:fm 1Sn &h}ﬁcihﬁhcsl,bmeﬁtal, social and spiritual
I : e Kept or, for the b -
:ﬁg of Wh}Ch one must pay the penalty anrcfi]c{)r
e \ﬁolatlon of which society suffers as’a whole
tor low dangerous then for the individual and
turnedclle y if this glorious powerful self be
other h :r?ge hl;l Wa ::grrll(tli va'ithout control. On the
er it i i
self go forward under sl;llell;cdlifl tgorlljter}:)?ld o

with one’s self

A
nd who can control this human machine

of yours except
examples, Pl yourself? Parents may set

g. Yours i :
of free will ang frélers Is a God-given possession

with one’s self depen'dsc}‘:r?ice' The art of living

the element of self-controlthe first instance upon

nhative choices, Th
. €
the execution of dec self-control in

isions reached,

By AUBREY G. WALTON

Self-control takes us into the field of the
physical. We must learn how to live with these
physical bodies of ours. There are physical
desires and appetites which, if* properly con-
trolled and directed, become mighty instruments
for good in living a life, but if uncontrolled and

misdirected will destroy our bodies and ruin .

our lives. Self-control of the physical 'is
supremely important.

Self-control takes us into the realm of the
mental. Who will dare to fix limits for K the
mental achievements of these graduates? God
himself has not done that., .These brains are
ours to use and, the more we use fhem . the
greater the possibilities become. If we refuse
to cultivate and to develop our mental capaci-
ties they waste away until we are very inferior
mental beings. But if we discipline and control
our minds they become blessings to us beyond
the powers of expression.

m g g gt A

(Left to right) Dr. Alton B, Raney,Congressman
Wilbur Mills, Dr. Aubrey G. Walton,
Dr. Matt L. Ellis

Self-control of our beings socially de-
termines how we react to the contacts of life.
We either become happy and pleasant in these
associations, or we are of all men most miserable.

In the highest realm of all, the spiritual,
self-control is of vital importance. There are
spiritual laws in the universe just as real as are
the physical, mental and social laws. One must
learn to know them, to-appreciate them, to love
them, and to keep them if he is to live with
himself at his highest and -best. This is ac-
complished only by acts of self-control over
his total being.

Hence, self-control takes on significance as
it becomes a process by which the individual
adjusts his total being in conformity with a
great spiritual ideal or wvision which is capable
of commanding his total being—physically, men-
tally, socially and spiritually—to the end that
the individual may achieve for himself the
highest good possible for him in this world.

Your problem, then, and mine in living a
life, is not a matter of a lack of vision, for
great visions and high ideals come to every
normal being, in some degree, at least.

Our problem is that of properly appreciating
and interpreting the vision and of working it out
in actual life. There are possibilities of great-
ness in every individual and these are set in
motion by the inspiration of idealism, an ideal-
ism which burns up in its white flame all lesser
ambitions and unworthy desires, and which sub-
ordinates all such to the realization of a great
vision. ,
Our difficulty arises when we attempt to
take the vision down from the mountain top
and harness it on the sodden and soiling ma-
chinery of life. To bring it down to earth, and
yet to be true to it; to refuse to compromise it
and yet to adapt it to present situations; to de-
termine the next inching step to take and be
satisfied to take it while we are yet so far from
the realization of the ideal. Ah! there is a price
to pay if we are able to do it—and that is the
price of self-control of all of our being to the
consummation of a great spiritual ideal.

When we have learned to so control and to
direct all of our faculties and energies in this
manner we will have achieved a unified person-

ality and will have learned, in fu
the art of living with one’s self.

But we do not live by ourselve
in a universe with other people and
living includes that privilege and re
of learning to live with other peopl

People are the most important
creations in the universe. Personality
sacred thing in the world. Man
creature with spiritual potentialitic
made in the image of God. He alon
progress through the centuries upwr:
ward toward an appreciation of and
with God. The ox still crunches t
his mouth and looks out upon the
the same dumb expression in his ey
that night in the stable at Bethl
sparrows still flit about and bathe
in the mud-puddles of our streets
in the streets of ancient Greece or I
man reaches up and lays hold of the
bit by bit moulds and shapes himsel
nearer to God’s ideal.

The world of nature is beautiful
the handiwork of God, but only in n
personality of God {ind its fullest ¢
your day and mine. :

All other things derive their -
lation to human pecrsonality. The
plant worlds are valuable only as th
needs of men. The beauties of the n
are without meaning except as pi
able to see and to appreciate. The
enjoy the sunset. The beast of th
not admire the wild flowers. Lit
music have value only as they mi
esthetic natures.of men. Man is
God’s creation and all things else
or useless in proportion to their se;
sonality.

Personality is the element in t
which God is most interested. Hi
of himself have been made to hu
When he wanted to reveal himself
was by no accident that he chose
revelation of himself in the pers
human being, Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus taught us that God is mc
about human personalities. He prc
institutions, traditions, governments
were of value only as they develo
and a nobler type of human persor

He said that when one- persor
from spiritual failure to success a
sang; that it was not the Father’s -
personality, even in a little child, s
that our characters are revealed, ;
the way in which we treat personal
and that it would be unprofitable f
the whole world if we failed in bui
ality within ourselves.

These infinitely worthwhile
which were created by God in hi
have been and are tied up togeth
tricate interdependence by the prc
tory and the development of civili:
so it is that all personalities are ¢
other personalities for their fulles
and most complete self—exgression.

We are dependent upon ot}
food we eat, for the clothes we ;
work we do, for the information «
absorbing. No man liveth to hir
man dieth to himself. We are the
a great heritage from the past;
values in our own age; and we a
upon the personalities of the fut
"complete realization of our dream:
tions.

No man can selfishly withc
from the contacts and responsibili;
regard other peoples.  Despite
nationalism exhibited recently b;
tarian nations of the world, the
that internationally no nation can
from dependence upon the persona
nations.

I find myself not only deg
others for the material products o:
the division of labor, but I find m

(Continued on Page 7
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PRO’l‘ESTANT EVANGELISM E ------ ORI nin i nmuumnnuu|num|mln|nlDE CONVERSATION WITH GOD
E LOVE H George Sant ho taught so
- ‘ze L. Tappan : H corge Santayana, wh g
By the Rev. Geor "iCCl oy By Carl Bader i long and brilliantly at Harvard, was
ROSS. Memorial Church : Loving is sharing, i born in Spain. He became a master
Binghamton, N. Y. : All our life through, : of exquisite English as his books
The task of Protestant evangelism & Al that we have and are, : rCveal But he confesied that tﬁe
lies in three great fields z Purpose and do. i never quite became at ome in the
1es 1In nlLd Lt 1" . h H E Eng}wh tongue. I(—iIe Salfl, The rootﬁ
‘he field of evangelizin ose 2 ; . ) z { language do not quite reac
1n(’-ln1?mdm\vomen whogstand %n posi- £ Loving in_ caring H ?nyt lfen:tlgf Ig never dgmk in in
tions where important national poli- & “World without end,” i childhood the homely cadences and
cies are formed, such as political £ Deeper and deeper, { ditties. which in pure spontaneous
leaders, heads of schools and col- : Whatever life send, : poelry sct the essential key.” We
leges, executives in industry, and : { know that a language never does
all who have to do with the choos- H Loving is daring £ quite reach the center of our beings
ing of life-determining principles. £ Heights to aspire ¢ unless we learn it early and speak
These people must be won to the : h To bring the one beloved £ it in our homes. The principle is
spiritual conception of the world £ Celestial fire, ¢ the same in religion. Religious faith
according to the Protestant inter- : £ does not reach the center of our
pretation and the inexorability of E Loving is bearing ¢ souls when it is superimposed on
God’s‘Law as found in that inter- E Burdens and blame, ¢ us Irom outside our homes. Fox-
pretation. ] Faithful to Love, though all ¢ holes may cause men to pray but
The ficld of education of the great Bigots defame. ¢ prayers born under fire do not have
multitude of the people in the Pro- £ g the naturalness of prayers born
testzmt Chul’ChCS \VhO must bC taught o] moinmnn U YT TS T T 1T LT T I TR T TT R TSI AT RETLITI I

to give the reasons for their faith
In a positive and constructive man-
ner. They must show how life is
shaped and directed by spiritual
forces. They must be shown why
Protestantism affords the best
means yet discovered for giving the
Spirit of God as revealed in Jesus
Chnst the fullest opportunity for
shaping ang directing the lives of
men, because it confronts men with
the ’_\Vord of God directly in the full
confidence that God created the
mind and heart of man to respond
to the Truth revealed in His Word.

The field of reaching the great

multityde consisting of those who

‘MOW nothing of Jesus Christ, who
are indifferent to Him, and who are
¢¥en opposed to Him, All of these
Must be asked to consider His teach-
}ngs according as His teachings af-
tet their liveg in the areas we have
outlineq above,
mll:’rotestant Christianity has tre-
¢ndous resources at its command
got;gmfd men and women, institu-
dom t0 learmng and churches, free-
from 0 preach and to teach people
£ond }%{e cradle to the grave, the
natia will of governments in many
Vide Ns—all of these, :and more, pro-
hs 2 meang of shaping, and/or re-
;r;xpmg the ruling ideas in the
nds of mep.

Protestant
upon {he
of convict
an the forces
£0 furioyg]
The asto

Christians must lay
faith of men with a
ion that is stronger

of destruction now
¥ assailing the world.—In
r'’s Journal,
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THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL
ETS RARE BIBLE

rai‘gAgCHESTER, N. H—(RNS)—A
more thlbhcﬁl collection containing
50. an 530 volumes, among them
igina) Year old Latin Bible, an or-
dateq ‘;(_h‘tlon of the Bishop’s Bible
Publishnﬁ)s‘ and a Matthews Bible
at Bos‘t in la~_18, will be received
Theoloy °N  University School of
Kimb, 8Y as the gift of Mrs. Clyde
all of Nashua, N. H.,

“’~‘ar20§-n as the Chaplain Clyde Ed-
Mem mball Biblical collection in
'Y of her husband who was
INjured in the Battle of the
Dl’aine collection will also honor
bridge \S; George L. Fox of Cam-
Eact t, and Raymond L. Hall
ates o ‘Barrlngton, N. H.,, gradu-
their li 1€ school who also gave
Ves in the war,

!

GOOD ADVICE

Not many weeks after his bap-
tism Jesus made is way back to
Galilee. By the time he had gath-
cred to himself a few disciples. We
are told that he, his mother and his
disciples were invited to a wedding.
Weddings in those days were rather
complicated affairs. The guests tar-
ried for some time and were enter-
tained by the groom. On this par-
ticular occasion the wine ran out.
This was a very embarrassing sit-
uation for the groom. The mother
of Jesus went quietly to him and
informed him that the wine had
given out. He replied to her in a
manner that would lead us to think
he would do nothing about it. But
in spite of this she went to the
servants and said, “Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it.” They did
what Jesus said and all went well,
The best advice we can follow today
is to do what Jesus said. In the
scope of this article we can't notice
all that Jesus said, but may -we
notice a few of his cutstanding
statements. We are told that on one
occasion a lawyer came to him and
asked him what was the greatest
commandment in the law. Jesus
replied, “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thy self. On these two
commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.” Jesus insisted
that man’s full dufy was summar-
ized in these two commandments.
He said the Bible of that day hung
on these commandments. Since then
the New Testament has been writ-
ten and it also hangs upon them.
Man’s relationship only looks out in
two directions—toward God and to-
ward fellowmen. If a person really
and truly loves God supremely and
his neighbor ag himself, he will not
stop there he will render whatever
service he can to God and others.
1f  Christian people everywhere
would do what Jesus said here in
these commandments fhe religious
outlook of the world would be
changed in less than ten years. The
coming of the Kingdom of God
would be hastened, and the possi-
bility of another world war would
be lessened. '

Again, Jesus said, “Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you,

do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them that decietfully use
you, and persecute you.” He prac-!
ticed this principle himself. He
loved his cnemies and even prayed
for those who ' were killing him,
“Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do.” Some tell us
that Christianity has failed. That
it can’t prevent wars ameng nations
and friction among lesser groups.
The real truth about the matter is
Christianity has not failed; il has
never been fully tried. Professed
Christians of today do not live ac-
cording to the teaching of Jesus.
People do not love their enemies.
We live according to the Old Tes-
tament. We love our neighbors and
hate our enemies. By loving his
enemies Christ often made them
his friends. He never had a greater
enemy than Saul of Tarsus, but he
loved him anyway and through ‘this

.love transformed him into the best

friend he ever had. Saul the perse-
cutor became Paul the great Apos-
tle. Many times we could change
enemies into friends if we dared to
love them in spite of their attitude
toward us. )

Jesus also insited that his follow-
ers practice the nonresistance of
evil. “Whosoever shall smite thee
on thy right cheek,” he said, “turn
to him the other also. And whoso-
ever shall compel thee to g0 a mile,
go with him twain.” 1t is this turn-
ing of the other cheek and going
the second mile that is SO sorely
needed in Christianity today. We
have never gotten beyond the re-
sistance of evil. We try to keep
even with those who injure us.
Our motto is that of the Old Testa-
ment, “An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.” The best think-
ers of the world are saying today
that the only solution to our prob-
lems is the faithful practice of love
to our enemies and the nonresis-
tance of evil. Some day people are
going to become daring enough to
practice these great principles and
when they do wars will cease and
the love of God will cover the earth
as the waters cover th sea. But it
will take more real courage to prac-
Fice these teachings of Jesus than
it would to fight ten thousand wars.
Thus far we haven’t been brave
enough to do it, and wars have been
very much with us,

Another great saying from Christ

under love. The latter have the
spontaneity of conversation.” And
that is what true prayer should be.
It is a conversation of a child of .
God with his Heavenly Father. And
such praying is learned at home.—
Zion's Herald.

LORD, MAKE ME FREE

Lord, make me free from fear of
the future, from anxiety " of the
morrow, from bitterness toward
anyone, from cowardice in face of
danger, from failure before oppor-
tunity, from laziness in the face of
work!—War Cry.

Failure is the path of

least per-
sistence.—Sales Maker.

—"“Whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: but whosoever will lose his
life for my sake, the same shall save
it.” This is another doctrine that
people have not had courage to
practice. They refuse to fully trust
Jesus and turn their lives over to
him. They try to save themselves
and wind up by losing themselves.
Any life that is lived for self is
worse than wasted. We have a good
example of the working of this
principle in the lives of two men in
the Bible. The rich young ruler
came running to Christ. He was in
dead earnes. He had g burning
question on his lips—“What must I
do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus
told him what to do. Jesus longed
to save his life that day. He insist-
ed that he invest his life where it
would bring the greatest returns.
But the young man sought to save
his own life. He kept that which
was his. Jesus wanted him to live
for others but he went away to live
for himself. His name will never be
known, but he will be remembered
down through the years as the man
who tried to save his life and lost
it. Another case is that of Paul.
He gave his life for the sake of
Christ and for his cause and he
saved it. His name hangs high, and
always will, in the hall of fame of
the saints. He paid the last full
measure of devotion; he gave his
all for Christ. He gave his life,
first in service and finally in death
for the glory of God. He was will-
ing to put his all in the hands of
Christ. He said, ‘“I am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which
I have entrusted to him against that
day.” May God help us do what
Jesus says.—H. O. B,
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A WEEKLY
MESSAGE
v FORNEY HUTCHINSON ;

. SOME SERMONS I REMEMBER
(No. 1)

As a boy of eleven years of age, I attended
an old-fashioned Methodist camp-meeting known
It was Sunday night and I
eat with a first cousin, about my age, under a
sputtering candle light, surrounded by earnest,
femiliar faces, and listened to the first sermon
I ever really heard. Of course, I had been
present frequently when ministers of the gospel
spoke to the other people of their congregations,
Lut that night Reverend T. A. Hearne, who was
then, or became later a missionary to China,
preached to me. It was as if I were the only per-
son in his congregation.

I do not remember his subject, nor his text,
but I can never forget the man and his message.
He was calling sinners to repentance; he was
pointing out Christ as the only hope of a sinful
world. It was a sermon on sin and salvation.
He was deadly in earnest. There were tears in
his eyes and a choke in his throat as he made his
appeal. Something about it got me. I was con-
victed of my sins and {felt the need of the
Saviour. Presently he made the call to the altar;
the congregation was quiet and prayerful. A
good woman, the wife of a neighbor, came across
the shed, laid her hand on my shoulder, and
with tears in her eyes, said, “Forney, won't you
come?” I told her I would, and asked my
gousin to go with me, but he declined. I know
now what a mistake he made.

That night I made my first definite move
toward the Christian life. I professed faith in
Christ and joined the church. Brother Hearne
went back to China, did a great work, retired
as a missionary, came home for a few years of
rest, and several years ago went te his reward.
I am indebted to him for the first sermon to
which I really listened, and which I shall al-
ways remember. God used it to convict me of
sin,

In these days of my retirement I earnestly
pray for my brethren in the active service that
they may have the joy of seeing the fruits of
their minjstry. What we do must be done
quickly.

Roger Babson, statistician, estimates that
four-fifths of the nation's profit of 50 billion
dollars comes to church people each year. Giving
the Lord His tenth would amount to 4 bililon
dollars.—Christian Life & Times.

e AR
& =

NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT FACTS AND FOLKS :
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EV. BRYAN STEPHENS, our pastor at Gur-

don, delivered the commencement address

of the graduating class of Gurdon High School
on May 28.

FPEV. JOHN M. McCORMICK, First Methodist

Church, Magnolia, was the evangelist in a
series of special services held in the Methodist
Church of Waldo, May 25th, through June 1st.
Two services were held daily.

T a meeting of the official board of the Joiner

Methodist Church on the evening of May 4

an agreement was made to raise the salary of

Rev. H. M. Sanford, the pastor, from $2100, to
$2700, effective June 1, -

LOVELY Cross and Candlestick set has
been presented to the Intermediate Depart-
ment by Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hummelstein in
memory of Mrs. Hummelstein’s father, Rev.
S. B. Wiggins.—Bulletin, Jonesboro, 1st Church.

N unusual honor was bestowed upon Rev. J.

W. Watson, the pastor at West Helena, when

he was asked for the third consecutive year to

deliver the Paccalaureate sermon to the graduat-
ing class of the West Helena High School.

EV. LINLEY VOWELL, pastor of the Keiser-
Victoria charge, Jonesboro District, has
been released of his work to assume duties of
the Ector Charge, North Texas Conference.

Brother Vowell will attend school at Southern-

Methodist University.

ORD just came that Rev. C. L. Franks of

Chickasha, Okla., passed away May 20th.

He was buried at Tyrone, Okla. Bro. Franks

was formerly a member of the North Arkansas

Conference. He was the father of Rev. Raymond
L. Franks, our pastor of Van Buren.

HE faculty of Hendrix College honored Dr.
C. M. Reves at a banquet in the Bachelgr
Hotel at Conway Saturday evening, May 31,
in appreciation of his leadership in the recent
$1,000,000 campaign for Hendrix College. Dr.
Reves made more than one hundred speeches in
behalf of the campaign.

R ISS MARTHA STEWART has assumed her

duties as Youth Director in First Methodist
Church for the summer. Miss Stewart is the
daughter of Rev. Allen D. Stewart, pastor of
the First Methodist Church, Blytheville, and
will be a senior in Hendrix College this coming
year.—Bulletin, Jonesboro First Churoh.

EV. ROLAND E. DARROW, pastar of the
LU First Methodist Church of Monticello, de-
livered the Baccalaureate sermon to the Senior
Class of the A. & M. College of Monticello,
June 1st. The service was held at the First
Methodist Church.

ARDNER Memorial Methodist Chuch, which

¥ suffered the loss of its church building
by fire last August has recently completed a
new parsonage building, built largely of material
salvaged from the building that burned. The
evening services are now being conducted in
the new parsonage.

R. H. C. TUCKER, veteran missionary of the

Methodist Church to Brazil, is now on a
visit with Mrs. Tucker at the home of their
daughter in Media, Pa. He flew from Rio de
Janeiro in 24 hours flying time—a contrast to
the 29 days required for his first voyage between
New York and Rio in 1886. Dr. Tucker may
be addressed in care of L. A, Estes, R. F. D. 3,
Media, Pa.

ISHOP PAUL E. MARTIN has announced
the transfer of Dr. W. B. Slack, pastor at

1st Methodist Church, Hot Springs, to the North
Texas Conference. Dr. Slack was appointed to
Floral Heights Methodist Church in Wichita
Falls. Dr. Frances A. Budden, for the past six
years District Superintendent of the Dallas
District, North Texas Conference, and formerly
a member of the Little Rock Conference, has
been transferred to the Little Rock Conference

and appointed to 1st Methodist Church, Hot
Springs.

SECOND distribution of assets of the Annie
I4 Merner Ffeiffer estate to the residuary
legatees gives to the Board of Missions and
Church Extension of the Methodist Church ap-
proximately an additional $580,000, it is an-
nounced by Dr. Albert E. Beebe, treasurer.

This means $290,000 to the Woman's Division
of Christian Service to be divided equally be-
tween the Home and Foreign Departments;
$145,000 to the Division of Foreign Missions;
and $145,000 to the Division of Home Missions.

HE pastor at Carthage, Rev. Robert Beasley,
writes: “For the past year the Methodist
at Carthage have been without a church house.
The Building Committee has engaged the ser-
vices of C. L. Harlin of Hot Springs to erect the
new sanctuary, the actual building to start
August 1st, so we will be in the new house ere
frost. Mr. Harlin is a steward and church schoo!
superintendent of the Fountain Lake Church
near Hot Springs. He is a contractor by trade
and was builder for the church at Fountain
Lake.”

R. W. HENRY GOODLOE, pastor of the First

Methodist Church of Jonesboro, will be the
principal speaker at the Youth Banquet to be
given at the First Methodist Church, Little Rock,
Monday evening, June 16. The banquet will
honor the Senior High graduates and the re-
turning college students of the church. Miss
Gene Glasgow, president of the Young People’s
Department, will be toastmistress. Dr. Aubrey
G. Walton, pastor of the church, will give the
invocation, and the Rev. Charles W. Richards,
associate pastor, will give the welcome address.
This banquet is given each year by the Church
School and the Woman's Society of Christian
Service.

SCOTT STREET METHODIST CHURCH
BURNS

Thursday of last week fire of an unde-

termined origin practically destroyed the Scott
Street Methodist Church in Little Rock, and
badly damaged the old parsonage property which
was being used to help house the Sunday School.

The loss, partly covered by insurance, will
be heavy. A new pipe organ, only recently in-

_stalled, is included in the losses.

METHODISM IN EARNEST
(Continued from Page 1)

possibility of having a service. The answer in
both cases indicated that a service was expected,
either under the tent or in a nearby home,

Both the associate editor and the editor drove
out for the service. Imagine our surprise on
reaching the tent to find all of the lights burn-
ing and quite a crowd assembled under the tent
waiting for the time of service, despite the
cloudburst that was still in progress. Really
they were not just waiting. They were in the
process of organizng a Methodist Youth Fel-
lowship with quite a number of young people
becoming charter members,

Not only were there more present there un-
der the tent than attended some of our large
down-town churches that night, but there was
a four piece orchestra that helped lead the
song service and gave a special number that
was almost drowned out by the noise of the rain.

We discovered there a new use for high-
heeled shoes. We saw -women sitting through
the service with their feet rocked back on their
high heels while the heels were partially lost
to sight in the water that was running under
the tent. Despite it all, the associate editor
preached an interesting and inspiring sermon
and everyone present felt that the service was
genuinely worth-while.

The Sylvan Hills Methodist Church is
Methodism in earnest. We predict a fea] future
for a congregation that would weather guch a
storm in a tent without any thought of dismissing
until the service had ended.

-
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HILLIPS BROOKS was asked what would
P be the first thing he would do were he call-

ed to becofile the pastor of a broken-duwn

church; Whose building had been lost in
fire, which was not able {0 support a pastor,
and which was torn by interndl dissension: I
shbild get all the people together,” he teplied,
“preach the greatest sermon I could on world-
wide missions, and také {lie hest offering 1 could
for work in the heathen lands.” BisHop Pirooks
was stating the esscnce of the Christian Faithzz
the church that gives, receives; and the church
that carries life to others will have more of life.

We have come to the end of Decision Avenue
—the choice that lies before us is cither Service
Boulevard or Catastrophe Street. We who have
disintegrated the atom must now integrate hu-
manity. Our Gospel is for all areas of life. It
must answer the cry of help from hundreds of
millions of souls, weary of sin and strife. It
must get into labor relations before justice is
accomplished and strikes and walkouts abolish-
ed. It must cross all class and race lines.
Hungry, cold, shelterless, naked, ill, suffering,
repressed, and undernourished people do not
make good material for world peace. They are
fertile soil for resentment and future wars. In-
different carlessness and weariness will condemn
the world to tragedy of the worst sort.

Each day brings new opportunities for
Christian Service, and they must be met firmly
and with determination if Mecthodism is to con-
tinue to grow and exert its power in the spiritual
life of the peoples of the world. Our shattered
world can only be rebuilt when there is de-
veloped in every man such a sense of personal
responsibility that he will volunteer for this
task whatever is needed of his time, his abilities,
and his possessions.

A reeent cartoon showed a rich couple in
a gorgeous home, hearing anhd seeing a church
service by television, and gloating with particu-
lar delight when they watch the collection plates
as they were being passed to the congregation
while they sat comfortably in the security of
their home. How different is that tone from the
spirit of a young Marine lieutenant, Ben Rush
Toland, who died on Iwo Jima. A large por-
tioh of his will of $6,000 went to his church, to
be used to bring “the Kingdom of God nearer
earth, and earth nearer the Kingdom of God.”

Methodism must be shared with others! It
is a poor salesman who isn’t moved easily to
tell others of his product; and it is an unauthen-
tic Christian who doesn’t seck to share widely
his joy in Christ. The splitting of the atom
created one common peril; our answer is one
commion task. Christianity must be globally
shared!

As we think of World Service and its wide
influence, let us remind ourselves of these
three things: first, the average person has more
money than he has ever had; second, the aver-
age individual wants to give generously when
he knows the facts; and, third, the more your
church gives to World Service the more you
will raise for your own church budget and
program. For it is still true that the light that
shines farthest shines the brightest near home,

In planning for action, we will want tq
acquaint our people with the facts. What is
Warld Service? It is a vote for “one world”—
Christ’s World; it is a far outreach to do it “untq
the least of these, my brethren”; it is education
and missions; it js evangelism; it is temperance;
it is the various bpards and agencies greated by
the General Conference to meet needs, which
gre over and above the programs of helptulness
in opr own ghureh; it i a struggle foi' @ New
world Qudey) §t 15 hops fov the wicd-angothie
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Plans For Action

By SAM NADER

What is World Sertvica? In statistics it is: 736
missionaries in &verseas service on every con-
tinent; 2,776 pastors and other workers receiving
“Home Missions” aid; 578 workers in congested
city centers and over a 1,000 workers if neglected
town and rural parishes; 2,000 deans and 6,000
accredited instructors in leadership  fraining
schools; all helped through this agency, as are
550,000 chtitéh sehool offierrs and teachers in
39,000 Church Schools.  ‘fhie Board of Pen-
sions, which is a World Service A‘g,’_e‘rncy, gave aid
to 5,400 retired ministers, 7,000 widows, and 350
orphails &f Ministers in 1945. )

What are Methodists giving to World Ser-
vice? The World  Service, including  the
Woman’s Socicly of Christian Service, giving,
frem 1940-1946, was $156,236,396. Contrast this
amount with the two billion dollars that was
spent by Americans to develop a weapon that
can wipe out a cily and kill a hundred thousand
civilians in a flash, and with a hundred million
dollars that is being spent for a floating fort or
a few flying fortresses. In 1946 we Methodists
gave to World Service $34,580,544, This was the
cost of approximately six hours of what the
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REV. SAM NADER
Pastor 1st Church, Jennings, La.

United States spent for the military cost of the
war, which was $144,000,000 a day. We paid into
World Service in six years a little more than the
actual cost of one day of war. Figuring on the
basis of 8,000,000 member in 1946, the average
of per capita giving was $4.32, which isn’t the
price of a good pair of shoes.

Because every dollar that is contributed to
World Service is for others and not for our-
selves, we ministers should neither hesitate nor
apologize for laying this matter on people’s
hearts. There are plenty of ways to excuse our-
selves for giving. There is only one good way
to get into giving, and that is Christ’s way,
of outpoured love,

In planning for action, we will want to
make an Every-member Canvass. The highest
use of capital is not to make more money but
to make money do more for the improvement of
the life about us. The latest figures for giving
to the Protestant churches reveal thai two cents
pf our dollar goes for religion, while thirty cents
is spent for luxuries gnd pon-gssentials. In 1942
the average per capita piving of nineteen of the
denomyinatinns in the United ‘States wag less than
thirty cents pec week for wll religlous RHrposes;
Only ebout half of the members of The Method-
ish Chi.ch yiow e {p Worid Service and Cone
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facts, they will respond generously 1o all needs.
Every person on the Church Roll will be made
to feel that he is making a contribution to the
“whole” chtirch, as it ministers to people every-
where,

What about Stewardship and the Every-
mentber Canvass?  In reaching out to every
member in an effort to relate them to our pro-
gram of giving, we have shown them the true
way of Stewardship. This “annual approach to
the individual appeals to his feelings of import-
ance and usefulness to the Church.” We are
indebted to the Christian missionary work for
its contribution to our civilization.

How have a successful Every-member Can-
vass? Select as canvessers only those who have
an ability to sell! If I want my car repaired,
I will choose zomeone who is well-acquainted
with cars and wlio has the ability to “fix” them.
A great deal of the suceess of the drive will de-
pend on the solicitors, Get men who are so.d
on this project and who know how to present
this program adequately.

Start the¢ financial campaign only when
the pcople havé become well-acquainted, in a
“selling manner,” with the entire plan! Thig
can be properly done through letters, the pulpit,
available materials, the newspapers, and what-
ever other means you might have at  your
disposal.

Make the membership aware that this pro-
gram represents the greatest opportunity and
challenge that will ever come to the members
of the church. When they have suceessfully
completed it, all who have shared in it wiil have
the satisfaction of knowing that they have made
a sacrificial investment to insure the future. The
Methodist Church has been established not:
only for this generation but for generations to
come,

Handle the program in such a fashion that
it will be “fresh” in the minds of the people. A
stale program is a bad program.

Be optimistic, at all times, about the out-
come of the campaign! "’

What about an effective visitation program?
All preparations for making an effective visit
must have been made before the canvassers start
their work. The workers should be thoroughly
acquainted, through meetings and discussions,
with the entire set-up. They will be prepared
to discuss and answer all questions asked them.

The canvassers will go in groups of two. In
any given situation it has been proved that the
most effective visiting can be done in “4wos.”

As they enter the home, the men will be in
a prayerful mood. A favorable environment
will be obtained, and the the conservation will
be centered on the budget and its value to all
peoples.

The member is to be sold on the project,
as well as being reminded that each person is
expected to do his best! Time should not be
utilized in arguing about the cost of “things” in
the budget. It is always wise to get the pledge
card signed before the canvasser leaves. Hav-
ing received the “World Service materials,” let-
ters and sermons on the subject, the average
church member will have had time enough in
which to make an estimate of his giving.

An optimistic tone should prevail in all of
the visits! There will be times when one might
feel discouraged, because some have not given
or others have not given as much as had been
expected of them, If the plang have been wprk.
ed out completely, the final outcome will bring
Joy and happiness fo all. T
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“Gong home?” Bud fell in step
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JUST ROAMING TEDDY AND THE CALF
By Flora Belle Boger é r
g By Emma Gray Wallace

behind Ted.

“Qh, I don’t know.’ Ted shrugged,
and ambled along whistling between
his teeth.

“Going to the basketball game
tonight?” Bud asked curiously,
watching Ted chin himself on the
Jimbs of the elm trees along School
Street.

“Maybe.” Ted dropped easily
down to the street again. “If some-
thing else doesn’t come up.”

“You're a yes and no man!” Bud
jeered. “PDon’t you ever make up
your mind definitely? Don’t you
ever want to do one thing very
much—and try to do it?”

Ted thrust his hands deep in his
jacket pockets. He walked along
silently, his forehead wtinkled in
thought. Finally he grinned. “I'd
sort of like to be a druggist—or
pharmacist, some day. But most
things I just take as they come. It’s
easier that way.”

«\Well, aren’t you making any
plans for the future then?” Bud
persisted. “Just wondering in to &
basketball game, or falling in with
someone’s plans for the evening isn’t
going to lead anywhere.”

“Pm in no hurry.” Ted grinned
again, and began to whistle. “When
I get home someone will have part
of my evening ‘planned out for me.
Then somebody usually stops by,
and I go along with them.”

“Say,” Bud stopped and leaned
up against the white paling fence,
«“Did you ever hear of a car without
a steering wheel?”

Ted laughed. “Of course not,” he
scoffed: “There would have to be
some way to guide the wheels or
the car would wreck the first time
it was on the road.”

“go will you!” But said tartly,
and started to walk along.

ugo will I what?? Ted was puz-
zled.

“T,00k,” Bud said patiently, “there
are millions of people in this world,
aren’t there?” .

Ted shook his head without say-
ing anything.

“well, every one of those people
is steering in some direction.” Bud
went on. “They're all going some-
where. Some are traveling fast;
some are plodding along — but
they're all along the road some-
where.”

«yes.” Ted was thinking.

«Now what’s going to happen to
the fellow who just drifts around
through the crowd — just roams
along without any direction or pur-
pose?” Bud paused, and Ted’s
mouth grew serious.

“He’s going to be pushed this
way and that! He's going to get
lost in the crowd, and either end
up in a wreck—or get turned around
until he’s going backwards!”

“Right!” o

«yell,” Ted walked along a little
more briskly, “I never thought of
it like that before.”

‘Neither did I1,” Bud confessed.
«pPye been dreaming around like a
lot of people since I was. five, brag-
ging about being a fine lawyer like
my Uncle Ben. And one day he ex-
plamed to me just when he had be-

'
!
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THE SAND PILE

The sand pile in the back yard
Is just the nicest place.
Betty, with spade and bucket,
Fills in an empty space

With castles, bridges, tunnels,
Towers high appear,
Mountains, hills and valleys

Are all discovered here.

A sand pile is a magic place
Where girls and boys can do

Some of the things they've dreamed of
And make these dreams come true.

IIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllllllllnlllllll|lllllllllllll|lll|l'llnll|l||||n|u|||u||l||u||lnln|lnlullllllllllnlIlululnullullllnllllllmlllll

BEST HOME OF ALL
By Vivien Howell Winn

I think that my home

Is the best home in towmn,
So cozy and white

With the roof painted brown,

With a porch where I play

Wild West with the boys;

My mom never scolds

When we whoop and make noise,

When we sometimes forget
And slam-bang the back door,
When we leave bats and balls
In a heap on the flooT.

- Not the looks of my home

Makes it seem the best one,

But because it’'s @ place

Where we all have such fun.
—_The Christian Advocate.

Lady at the Back Door: “T gave
you a nice piece of pie just the other
day. I ‘really didn’t expect to see
you again.

Beggar: ‘1 didn’t eat the pie”

* * *

New Office Boy: “] have added
these figures up eight times, sir.”

Employer: «That's very good and
thorough.”

«And here are the eight results.”

PO

gun to work toward his career. He
had been doing little things ever

‘since he first thought of where he

was going.”

“And if Tm going to study phar- .

mack,” Ted grinned, “T'd better
wake up and get bUSy.”-—C}qm\ger-
land Presbyterian:

_A. E W

&

o g

JUST FOR FUN E
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“Have you ever had any exper-
jence with children?” an applicant
for a position of child’s nurse was
asked.

“Yes, ma-am, 1 used to be a child

myself.”
* L] -

An automobile driven by an at-
tractive young lady, struck a pedes-
trian and knocked him down. She
jumped from the car and said to
the man:

«’'m sorry it happened. You
ought to be more careful when
walking. I'm an experienced driver.
've been driving for three years.”
The old gentleman looked at her
and said, “I'm not a novice myself.
Tve been- walking for fifty-five
years.

* . .

“Now look here, Johnson, this
man is doing twice the work you

»

«That’s what T've been telling him,
sir, but he worl’t itop‘."

“The midday whistle had blown
when Murphy shouted, ‘“Has -any
one seen me vest?”

“Sure, Murphy,” said Pat. “Ye've
got it on.”

“Right, and 1 have,” replied Mur-
phy gazing solemnly at his bosom,
“gnd it’s a good thing ye seen it or
T'd have gone home without it.”

* * -

Customer (in drug store): I want
a pink tablet.

Druggist: What's your trouble?

Customer: 1 want to write a let-
ter,

Teddy loved animals. He was
still fond of the little fur bunny
that he found in his stocking on his
first birthday, and now that he was
four years old, he delighted in pets.

He was quite surprised and much

- pleased one day when his father

came home with a little Jersey calf
in the back of his car.

Teddy was much excited. |

«what will we call it daddy?”
Teddy asked eagerly.

«well, let me see,” said his {ather,
“how about Susie?”

«Susie, Susie,” called Teddy, and
when the calf turned and looked at
him he exclaimed eagerly, “She
knows her name already, daddy.
We'll have to call her Susie” _

“All right,” said his father. “Now
I am going to ask you to help take
care of the calf, for this will help
mother and me, and when she grows
up you will enjoy the milk better if
you have done your part.

«The calf has learned to drink,
and she will have to have fresh
water in this trough every day.

“0, that’ll be fun,” Teddy ex-
claimed, clapping his hands. “I
won't forget, daddy.”

But, alas, and alack—that's just
what Teddy did! He gave Susie a
nice cool drink of water at noon
one day. The next day his mother
reminded him of it, but he kept put-
ting it off—and then he forgot all
about it. It was a very hot day,
and when Teddy's father came
home at night, Susie was bawling
dismally in the corner by the little
gate.

Mr. Totten went out and came
back looking grave.

“Did you give Susie her drink of
water at noon?” he asked.

Teddy droped his head.

“T'll go and get her some water
now,” ne said pouting. -

“It isn’t -necessary, my son,” said
his father, “for 1 have f{filled her
trough.”

“But I'm hungry,” wailed Teddy.
«] want my supper, too.”

“Yes” replied Mr. Totten, “and
Susie wanted a drink. You pretend
to like Susie, and yet you were un-
kind to her to let her suffer. Now,
my son, you must have a dose of the

. same medicine.”

Teddy was led out to the shed
where Susie scampered when it
rained, and he sat on the box doing
a lot of thinking while his father
and mother ate their supper. .

Susie came into the shed an
;looked at him.

“I'm sorry, Susie,” he a ologized.
«] didn’t think you f{felt pbadgllike
this: I won’t forget your water
again.”

“I'm glad to hear you say that,”
said his father’s voice, as he stepped
under the shed. “If you are sure
that you will remember to be kind
to dumb creatures under your care,
you may come in and get your sup-
per now. Your mother is waiting.”

«p1] try hard to remember,” said
Teddy soberly. . .

And so well did he succeed that
Susie never had to go thirsty again
and bawl loudly for g drink~In-
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ent upon others in the esthetic, the intellectual,
the moral and the spiritual realms of life. My
library shelves are filled with baoks, the pro-
duct of the thought and life of others. The
strains of glorious music which stir the highest
emotions within my being are the result of the
inspiration of others. As I seck for God, the
ultimate reality, I find him in the smile of a
loved one, in the voice of a friend, in the face
of a patient sufferer, in the prattle of a childish
voice, in the expression of a passing stranger.
. I am dependent upon others for that which is
finest and best in life. I am not suifficient for
myself in the satisfaction of my nceds.

Neither do I find within myself that which
is sufficient for my fullest self-expression. The
highest and best are never my own until I have
given expression to them out of myself to others.
What we do in this world has mecaning as it af-
fects other people. Of what value are hospitals
and doctors, schools and tcachers, banks and
bankers, stores and merchants, churches and
preachers, save as they affcct the lives and
welfare of others.

All this involves a tremendous responsibili-

ty. If human personality is as sacred as we
have indicated, if the possibilities are as great
as Jesus stated, if we arc so dependent upon
one another, then a great responsibility rests up-
on you and me in regard to our relations with
other people.  Who am I to pass judgment upon
my fellow creature made in the image of God?
He may be only a brand in the burning, but
he is one for whom the Saviour died and for
whom all heights of noble character are pos-
sible. He may be one whom I can crush as I
would an insect beneath my heel, but there are
within him divine potentialities, and the words
of Jesus are ringing in my ears, “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren ye have done it unto me.”

How. this responsibility should awe and
humble us! Responsibility for the development
of our own personality. To see to it that it is so
controlled and developed and used that it may
minister to people all around us. To see to it
that we do not offend and cause to stumble, but
rather that we stimulate and refresh and bless
mankind because of our unselfish, virile, radiant
Christlike personality.

The art of living with other people is not a .

process of envying but of appreciating, not of
exploiting but of sharing, not of defeating but
of aiding, not of condemning but of redeeming
immortal souls. Life ever was, still is, and ever
will be, a cooperative endeavor between the
sons of men. Those who selfishly and will-
fully shut their eyes to this truth and go in
another direction have missed the way of life.
We are responsible under Almighty God to
cultivate a sincere, courteous, unselfish, and
cooperative spirit. We are our brother’s keeper.
This is the art of living with other people.

The art of living includes something more
than living with ourselves and living with other
people. It includes also the art of living with
God. Our lives and the lives of other people
take on meaning only as they are related to
God.

God is the most salient fact in his universe.
It is impossible to live without taking into con-
sideration the fact of God. How we react to
this fact is another matter, but take it into con-
sideration we must. .

If we would unify our personality and if
we would make a genuinely worthwhile socia]
contribution, a consideration of the art of living
with God is inescapable, and the art of living
with God means a recognition of the fact of
God in our own personal experience.

The evidences of the fact of God are all
around us for our observation. _
world the heavens declare the glory of God and
the firmament showeth his handiwork, The
moon and the stars, the earth and the sea spealc
to us concerning the Creator who made them.

The records of history bear witness to the -

fact of God in all ages of the life of man. No
careful scholar of history can turn from those
records and deny to religion the place .of the
greatest single factor in influencing rnankind.
But our observation of God nzed not be con-

In the natural-

‘sin to fail to see the privileges and to a
.responsibilities of life with our fellowmen. RSARTS

The Art Of Living

(Continued from Page 2)

fined to the natural world and history. As al-
ready indicated we find the cvidence of God
in the people of our own day. In every onc’s
mind therc stands out the memory of a con-
tact with some great soul whose daily life was
a demonstration of the power and the presence
of the Spirit of God.

Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin tells of making a
trip to Japan and visiting in the little village-
that nestles at the foot of Fuji Mountain. He
desired 1o climb the mountain and to sce it in
all its beauty, but it was the rainy scason in
Japan, the clouds hung low and the rain fell
almost continuously. It was impossible to sce
the mountain top even from a distance. There
were advertisements on all sides telling about
the mountain, places to eat, guides, ete., but
there was no usce attempting to sce it because
of weather conditions, and so Dr. Coffin left that
scction of Japan without having scen Mount
Fuji. He stated, however, that on another oc-
casion he was returning to that scction of the
country and was sitling on a train by a window
looking out upon a body of water. He was
thinking of things far removed {rom Fuji
Mountain when suddenly as the train rounded
a curve and he looked out upon the: bosom of
the lake, he saw mirrored there upon the still
water the snowcapped summit of Fuji Mountain,
and looking up from the reflection in the water
he beheld the mountain  top in all its glory.
Even so, there have been times when we have
not been able to find God; there were those who
told us about him but it was the rainy scason
in our lives and through the mists we could not
behold his face. Suddenly one day in some un-
expected place, we looked upon a human life
and saw mirrored there in the midst of some
great experience the very face of God himself,
and from that reflection we looked up into the
eyes of God.

Bul the observation is not cnough. We must
reach out and lay hold on God for ourselves.

Our own personal Christian experience is the

source of final authority and the
glorious living, .

Our father’s faith must have been a won-
derful faith. History tells us that it was, Our
fathers revealed God to us in their lives, but
this faith means little to us until it becomes
our faith. For there is a difference you see be-
tween observation and experience. You may
have gone out into the laboratory of human ex-
perience and there discovered truth. Out of
that experience so real and vital to you, you
have come back to me saying “This thing is
true—I know it. Won't you accept it?” Angd
I, because I believe you to be a truthful person
and have confidence in you, accept your ex-
planation, but it does not mean to me one-tenth,
nay, one-hundredth of what it means to you be-
cause while you have experienced it, I have
received it at second hand. I shall never live
with God as he intended until I enter into a
real and personal experience with Him who is
God and Father of us all.

The art of Living with God consists in the
recognition of the fact of God, a personal fellow-
ship with God, and a devoted allegiance to his
cause and kingdom. Thus do we build a
unified personality, come into right relationship
with our fellowmen, and into harmony with
God and his eternal purposes for us and for his
universe. This is the art of living with God.

What is it that keeps one from appreciat-
ing and applying the art of living to one's life?
What is it that makes a divided self? What
is it that makes an unsocial, selfish, unsympa-
thetic man? What is it that separates 4 man
from God? We call it sin. What do we mean
by sin? The very essence of sin is disobedience
to God, the refusal to love and trust and follow
him. The ancient Grecks had a wo
“to miss the mark.” Does that help us in our
understanding? That which man permits to
prevent him from achieving the art of living
causes -him to miss the mark, ) )

- It is sin to refuse to control our lives. It is

ccept the

secret of

rd for sin,

sin to attempt to live either indevendently of or
in opposition to God, e

e A R
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But the art of living is the art of conquering
sin and becoming victorious over the base and
low things of life. There is a remedy for sin.
It is to be found in the matchless life and spirit
of Jesus Christ, the supreme example of the
mastery of the art of living.

For this purpose Jesus lived and died, to
show us the way of life and to make it possible
for us. “I am come that they might have life
and have it more abyndantly.”

I am not unmindful of the many obstacles
that stand in our way in this world today. But
no matter what comes there will be a right way,
a true way, a noble way to live, and the dis-
covery of that way and the willingness to walk
therein will lead us to the possession of the art
of living or to the abundant life. The Master
stands to show us the way and to walk with us
to our ultimate destruction. )

Some years ago I heard a story about Paul
Morphey, one-time international chess champion.
Paul Morphey lived in New Orleans and was
rccognized as the greatest chess player in the
world in his generation. The story begins with
a picture that an artist had painted, portraying
a chess game between a young man and the devil,
There was a board where every space could be
observed, with the chessmen in their places. The
game had procceded to the place where with one
more move it was apparent that the devil would
checkmate the youth. The young man sat on
his side of the board, the picture of utter dejec-
tion and despair, while the devil was beaming
with Satanic glee. The picture hung in an art
gallery somewhere in the east, and by and by
attracted the attention of some of the best chess
blayers in the country. They began to come and
look at the picture, wondering what the artist
had in mind. Was he posing for chess players,
they asked, a problem in chess? Was it possible
that some move could be made by the young
man that would enable him to escape from the
checkmate by the devil? However, they could
not see a possibility, and yet they sensed that
there might be one, because it was no ordinary
arrangement that the chessmen occupied upon
the board. So one day they said, “Let’s bring
Paul Morphey to look at this picture.” Why
they did not take the picture to Paul Morphey
I do not know, but that is the story. And Paul
Morphey, the master of the chess board, came
to stand before the -painting and seek an escape
for the youth. Some of the greatest chess play-
ers of all time were in that group that morning
standing before the picture, and Paul Morphey’s
fingers began to move as if he was actually
moving men upon the board, and then he would
shake his head; that was not the answer. Every-
one was tense and still, and how long Morphey
stood there I do not know, but suddenly the
blood began to mount in his neck, his cheeks
flushed, his body became vibrant, he raised his
hand and shouted “Make that move, young man,
make that move!”

It is not necessary to point a moral. No
matter what the difficulty may be, no matter
how the obstacles may stand in the way, when
the Master of Life comes to gaze upon the chess-
board of your life, there is always for you a
move by which you can be victorious over the
enemies of life. Make that move, young woman,
young man! Make that move!

PLANS FOR ACTION

(Continued from Page 5)

and battleships to dominate every sky and every
sea, then she can afford the cost of sending the
beauty of the Four Freedoms to all the peoples
in the world. If my country can afford to sacrifice
the finest of her young sons on every land, on
every sea, in every sky, then she can make some
sacrifice to spread brotherhood “from sea to
shining sea.” Over the world’s battlefields
the Crusading Christ waits and watches—waits
to lead us away from Catastrophe Street to
Service Boulevard and world cooperation!

- This address was given before a group of
-Methodist ministers in the Lake Charles District
of the Louisiana Annual  Conference, at .[,g-:
Fauette, Louisiana, April 21, 1947, -

- ——————
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CHURCH-WIDE CHURCH & ‘ : S‘(’ZI;I%OTJ% ot
SCHOOL VISITING PROGRAM ‘L?% . Th B Ok Of BOOkS %E%

1. This is to be a campaign to s € DO The Vacation Church School of
enlist every Methodist Church in . . . the Trinity Methodist Churcl} beggm
visiting in the homes of the people Trust in yourself, and you are doomed to(dlsappomt- May 18 and ended May 25, with Miss

i i hurch school £ ment. e e Ary Shough, rural church worker
:);Ltieignsatrl)t;ega}lre?yC(;]uurrc% :(c:hool Trust in your friends‘and they will die and leave you. :  for Prescott, District, in charge of
wc‘)rkers for the purpose of interest- Trust in reputation, and some slanderous tongue may the work. There were 39 children
ing the parents and enlisting new blast it. Z enrolled, 26 with a perfect attend-

upils for the school Trust in money, and you may have it taken from yop. ance for the 8 days.

P 2p Proposed date: ' Sept. 14 to £ y Trust iri Go% and you are never to be confounded in The Beginner group studied ‘The

L1211 i ith Christi E lme Or in eiernity. . . 1 b Us,” making nature
gﬁﬁcﬁ,éﬁ %ﬂgﬁftiSf{h‘v;tr};vis}f,ﬁ 1;(1)111 : The following suggestions are helpful when reading gg{uges?a%udt pI:;lting seeg in egg
such elasticity as may be nceded. i the Bible: shells.

3. Under dircction of pastor, G Read quietly and slowly, not as you race‘through The Primary group, in their study
church school superintendent, and £ your daily newspaper. -“Not snap shots but time ex- of “We Go To Church” made a
other members of the church board £ posures” should be the rule. N frieze of families going to church
of education, plus the membership i Read alertly, not mechanically. Visualize the scenes and a painted cardboard church com-
chairmen and the chairman of the £ and taste the words—War Cry. plete with pulpit, pews, piano and
Crusade CounCil- :BllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIIIlIllII"IIlll lllllll N t uIIlIIIllIIIIIIlIHlIIHIIlIlIlIIIIlIEJ mianter' They also began an

4. Visitors—church school teach-
ers and any and all persons who can
represent the church school.

5.. To reach (1) members of the
church school, particularly inactive
members, (2) members of the church
who are not members of the church

school, (3) all other members of
the constituency, particularly the
unchurched.

6. To bring a f{riendly, Chris-
tian fellowship to individuals and
families, to encourage participation
in church school and more Christian

living, to leave simple religious.

material in homes,

A leaflet is planned giving direc-
tions for the training of visitors.
—The Division of the Local Church.

ESTABLISHING NEW
CHURCH SCHOOLS.

The establishment of new church
schools in communities where the
Methodist Church ought to work is
one of the recognized ways of mak-
ing Christian teaching available to
people who need it—in other words,
of increasing church school enroll-
ment and attendance. To take wise
action in this regard calls for initia-
tive on the part of local churches
and cooperation with other persons
and groups. It is, therefore, planned
that: ]

1. "There should be a church
school at every Methodist preaching
place and wherever else needed.
New schools should be organized in
neglected territories, utilizing as
meeting places homes or unused
school buildings in case no church
building is available.

2. Responsibility for the estab-
lishment of new schools should be
placed on the executive secretaries,
district superintendents and preach-
ers in charge, but the zeal of local
groups and individuals to extend
the Kingdom by establishing new
church schools should be fully
utilized and encouraged.

3. Local churches should be en-
couraged to sponsor new schools and
to enlist lay workers in providing
leadership in territory where new
schools should be begun. The homes
of our members can often be used
as§ meeting places.

4. Annual Conferences should
give consideration to this need and
provide a working relationship be-

_ tween the cabinet, -the conference

board of education, the conference

. board of evangelism, and the con-

ference board of missions and church
extensxon, for studying the needs
m this regard and- -providing a plan

for meeting them. -’I'hp Division of
the Loca] Church,

ANNOUNCEMENT

A wire from Miss Olive Smith,
of the General Board staff in Nash-
ville, stated that if the planes con-
tinue to fly according to schedule
that she would arrive in Arkansas
in time to participate in the closing
session of the Children’s Workers
Conference in Conway, June 27-29.
Miss Smith had been invited to at-
tend the Conference several months
ago but due to a full schedule which
would take her into other sections
of the country, had felt that it would
be impossible for her to make the
Arkansas conference. Miss Smith
formerly lived in Little Rock, and
is known and loved by children’s
workers all over the state. We will
be delighted to welcome her back
to Arkansas for this brief visit, and
feel sure that Miss Smith’s discus-
sion of “Trends in Children’s Work”
on Sunday morning, June 29th, will
be one of the high points of the
Children’s Workers Conference.

M. Y. F. ORGANIZED IN
PRESCOTT

Miss Ary Shough, rural church
worker for Prescott District, met
with the young people at Trinity
Church May 22 at T o’clock p. m.,
to help organize a Methodist Youth
Fellowship. The following officers
were elected: President, Wanda
Sloan; vice-president, = Joe Cox;
secretary-treasurer, Donald Patter-
son Jr.; chairmen: Devotional and
Evangelism, Martha Rowe; World
Friendship, Louise Bagwell; Com-
munity Service, Jackie Harrington;
Recreation, Preston Baumgardner.

Miss Shough met three times
with the young people.

Officers were presented at the
class of the sharing service of the
Vacation School. Rev. R. C. Walsh
prayed a prayer of consecration, and
one verse of “Living for Jesus” was
sung by the congregation.

The M. Y. F. will meet each Sun-
day evening at 7 o’clock.

“No man nor body of men has a
right to promote a cause which is
necessarily antagonistic to the in-
interests of the commonwealth.”—
Blackstone, the great law commen-
tator.

“It behooves every man who
values liberty of- conscience for
himself, to resist invasions of it in
the case of others.”-—Thomas Jef-
ferson in a letter to Dr. Benjamin

Rush, 1803,

TRAINING WORK IN
STAR CITY AREA

Miss Harriet Wilson, one of the
Volunteer Extension Workers in the
Little Rock Conference, has been
teaching the Series 1 training course
on The Vacation Church School in
the Star City area. She not only
teaches the standard training class
but helps the workers in each place
to get their Vacation School start-
ed off in a fine way. Miss Wilson
has been very successful in this
phase of work as the following en-
thusiastic report from the pastor,
Rev. A. C. Rogers, will indicate:

“The vacation schéol in Star City
has had its third day’s session. We
are perfectly delighted with the
progress of the school. We have 42
children and 14 workers in the

school. Then, we have two ladies to
serve refreshments, making 16
workers. The ladies serving re-

freshments are changed each day.

Miss Wilson has taught the fol-
lowing classes (Series 1 The Vaca-
tion Church School):

Glendale with 18 enrolled and 12
receiving credit.

Mountain Home with 39 enrolled
and 20 receiving credit.

Star City with 10 enrolled and 10
receiving credit.

In the three schools there were
67 enrolled and 42 credits.

We are now in a school at Crigler,
last night being the first night
with an enrollment of 12. I have
been out there today and am assur-
ed of new ones tonight. I have
never seen a finer interest in train-
ing work in all my ministry.

Very truly,
Rev. A. C. Rogers.”

WHITE RIVER SUB-DISTRICT
MEETS

The White River -Sub-District
held their monthly meeting at
Mountain Home May 26th.

The worship program was a pic-
ture of beautiful scenery and songs.
It was entitled, “This Is My Fath-
er's World.” The reading was done
by Mr. Joe Bill Hackler of Mountain
Home.

Following the program the group
went to the basement of the church
for their refreshments and recrea-
tion.

After refreshments, Rev. Alfred
Knox . discussed some important

businéss- with the group about the

work" of thé Sub-District for the
following year.—Ann Hawkins,

offering for the Methodist Orphan-
age at Little Rock, bringing their
money and putting it in a jar. And
they began a collection of cards to
be sent to children overseas.

The Junior group studied “People
of Bible Days,” and in their work
made clay lamps and dishes such as
were used in Bible days. They also
painted a screen which was made
for their room.

The Intermediate boys and girls
went “Exploring the Bible” and
found that many exciting things
are told there.

Each day during the practice
period when new songs were learn-
ed, Miss Shough would project
pictures of the songs on a screen.
This made learning new songs very
interesting.

The school closed in a sharmg
service, held during the church
school hours, when things learned
were shared with parents and
friends. Those present were asked
to share in the offering for the Or-
phanage, and the amount given was
$15.01. )

The teachers and assistants were
Mrs. J. T. White Jr., Mrs. R. N. Mc-
Elhannon, Mrs. Carl Baumgardner,
Mrs. C. C. Burton, Mrs. Donald Pat-
terson, Mrs. Russell Burton and
Donald Patterson Jr.—Mrs. Carl
Baumgardner. : ’

ARKANSAS VALLEY SUB-
DISTRICT MEETING

The sub-district meeting of the
Arkansas Valley Methodist Youth
Fellowship was held at Grenade’s
Chapel Tuesday night, May 13.
Eighty-four were . present from

“churches including those at Gre-

nade’s Chapel, Clarksville, Hartman,
Spadra, Altus, and Ozark.

Worship was guided by the _group
from Spadra.

Juanita Acord, the newly elected

president from Clarksville, presid-
ed over the business session. Other
new officers elected at a previous
meeting are: vice-president, Estelle

Morris, Hartman; secretary, Gene
Hatfield, Altus; f{reasurer, Betty
Johnson, Ozark; and publicity

chairman, R01se11e Green, Gernade’s
Chapel.

The recreation period consisted
of stunts from all churches Tepre-
sented.

The next meeting will be June 4
at Hartman.—Roiselle Green, Pub-
licity Chairman.

Fanaticism consists of redoubling
your efforts when you have forgot-
ten your aim~Fifth Wheel.
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A MESSAGE FROM PEARL
McCAIN

Miss McCain is teacher in the
Bible Teachers’ Training School for
Women, Nanking, China.

Dear Friends of the North
Ark. WSCS,

Greetings to you, one and all. I
remember with pleasure being with
you at”Harrison last spring and the
joy of fellowship with you there.
And I often think of societies and
individuals throughout the Confer-
ence. I couldn’t forget you if I
would—for there are reminders of

you all around me—and I wouldn’t *

forget you if I could, for your
friendshin means much to me.

During the almost eight months
that I have been back in Nanking
there have been so many changes
and so much has happened that it
seems as if I have been here much
longer. This task of rehabilitation
is a long, drawn-out process, but it
is one which gives concrete evidence
of something accomplished. At
times when the vrogress secems
slowest I look back to things as
they were when I arrivad last sum-
mer and think back wu wist i nave
been told they were iike nerore
that, and I realize that cuiic a bit
of progress has been maae. reople
here have been couperauve and
friends have sent gifts ana support-
ed us with interest ana prayers.
Churches supporting the school
have been as generous as their
funds would allow, so we are going
forward. This property was, as you
know, occupied during the war.
When it was returned to the Board
of Managers the campus and bui}d-
ings were in dire need of repairs.
Major repairs to prevent further
deterioration have been made. Some
of the most needed equipment has
been replaced. We are_in a con-
tinuous process of repair and re-
placement. All buildings are now
in use, but it will be quite some
time before our property and
equipment are as good as they were
before the war, and longer still be-
fore they are adequgte for the pro-
gram of service which we envision
for this school in the Christian
movement of the new era. We are
deeply grateful, however, for every-
thing that was saved from the ruins
of war, for all that has been done in
the way of rehabilitation, and for
the wonderful way in which present
needs have been met and for the
hope which we have for the future.

I have written first of material
rehabilitation not because .that is
most important, but because. it _is the
most obvious and becagse it is the
framework within w}pch we live
and work, and a'certaln' amount of
property and equipment is necessary
for the carrying on of the work
which we are to do. So, while we
have given more time to this phase
of the work than we would have
chosen, we have remembered that
any work is “sapred” if render_ed in
a Christian spirit for the service of
God and man, and have been thank-
ful for a part in this large and chal-

lenging task.

Not all of our time and energy,

ver, have been spent in this
;1:::'3 Much has been devoted to the

present program of the school ang

loca] church and much to planning

MRS. SUE M. WAYLAND, Editor

F
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for the future. At present the
Bible Teachers’ Training School for
Nanking Theological Seminary in
short-term courses for ministers
and women church workers. The
program is planned for the physical,
mental, and spiritual refreshment of
those who are able to leave their
places of work for a short period.
Each' semester is divided into three
six-week periods and the program
is arranged so that people may come
for any six-week period or stay for
all. A few are able to stay for all;
some are here for a semester and
some for only six weeks. Practic-
ally all who came in the fall were
underweight, som= as much as
thirty-five pounds. The ones who
are here now seem to be in better
physical condition, but all are in
need of rest. It is a joy to see them
build up physically as they also get
renewal of mind and spirit and ac-
quire new skills for the work to
which they will return. The ex-
change of experience among these
mature Christian workers and the
studies which we are making to-
gether of changes in the situation
and of the problems and opportu-
nities facing Christian workers and
ways to meet them are both chal-
lenging and inspiring.

While working at the task of re-
habilitation and . carrying on these
short-term courses for Christian
workers, we are working on plans
for the enlarged program for the
training of new Christian workers
which is to begin in the fall, and
trying to get ready for that. The
course is going to be broadened and
lengthened so that young women
can get better preparation for the
work of the Church and we believe
that both knowledge and spirit will
be deepened in the process. Do
continue to pray for us and for the
school, that we may always be
sensitive to our Father’s will and
that the school may grow and de-
velop according to His will.

Another phase of the work which
I am enjoying very much is in the
local church, especially in the young
people’s department. In my Eng-
lish Bible class there are some fine
yourig men and women-—more men
than women. Some are students in
d school of social studies and in a

“2chool -for training police officers.

Some are young business men. Quite

]

a few are officers in the army—a
captain, a Lt. Colonel, several ma-
jors. Though at least some of them
joined the class because they want-
ed to improve their English, all seem
very much interested in religion.
One came to talk to me one after-
noon not long ago about the Chris-
tian religion, and to ask for some
books which would help him under-
stand it better. He said that he
joined the class because it was in
English but that now he is more
interested in learning more about
Christianity than in learning more
English. He says he is now a Chris-
tian in his heart but feels that he
does not know énough to join the
Church. One day after we had had
a discussion of worship one of the
young men told me that he really
did come to worship on Sunday and
not just to get some English. It
really is a fine group. Recently
they asked if we couldn’t go to the
church early on Sunday mornings
to sing a while before class. Our
program now is: singing from 9:00
till 9:30; worship service from 9:30
till 10:00; and Bible study from 10:00
till 10:30. Then most of the group
go to the regular church service.
Opportunities for teaching Bible
classes in English are unlimited. I
wish I had time to do more of it.

This week we have some dis-
tinguished visitors in the city and
are busy with conferences and dis-
cussions concerning plans for further
developing the rural church and
for Christianizing home and family
life. As individuals and as a school
we are interested in these fields. In
fact, one of the main areas of em-
phasis in this school is that of home
and family life. Mr. John H. Reis-
ner is here representing the Agri-
culture Missions, Inc.,, the Agri-
cultural Missions Cooperating Com-
mittee, and the Homes Department
of the Foreign Missions Conference
of North America. He has just ar-
rived from the States. He used to
be a professor in Nanking Univer-
sity. Dr. Irma Highbaugh and Miss
Liu Yu-chen, both secretaries of
the National Christian Council,
carrying responsibility for Homes
Work, are also here. We have the
privilege of having. them in our
home. Irma has been a friend of
mine for some time. Miss Liu and
1 have become acquainted recently.

A A e e T

WOMAN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE  ~
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Both are people of wide experience
Wemen is cooperating with the
and fine training and are lovely
Christian women. We are finding
their visit both pleasant and profit-
able. Other guests we have had in
our home lately whom you may
know and of whom you have heard
are:  Dr., and Mrs. Henry Sloane
Ceffin of Union Theological Semi-
nary; Miss Margaret Shannon of
the Presbyterian Mission Board;
Dr. Ruland, also of that Board; Dr.
Lloyd, president of Maryville Col-
lege, Tenn.; Dr. Darby Fulton of the
Southern  Presbyterian  Mission
Board; Dr, Elliott, pastor of a Pres-
byterian Church in Dallas; Mr.
Ehrensperger, editor of MOTIVE;
Dr. Wu I-fang, one of China’s repre-
sentatives at the United Nations
meeting in San Francisco; Bishop
Y. C. Chen; Bishop Ralph A. Ward;
Bishop and Mrs. Garth, who were
in China such a short time before
they lost their lives in an airplane
crash, along with many others. In
the short time they were here they
won the esteem and affection of both
Chinese and westerners, and many
have mourned their death. Several
friends and acquaintances of ours
have perished in recent airplane
accidents. Our sympathy goes out
to the families of all these people.
We have been concerned about the
large number of accidents through-
out the world, and having persoral
friends involved makes us more
keenly aware of all of them. - We
have also been saddened by the
death of Mrs. Ralph Ward. She
had been back only a few weeks
and was so happy to be back and
was so warmly welcomed by her
friends. I had not seen her since
I left New York, but was expecting
her in Nanking about the time of
her death. Her going was quite’ a
shock. She has been ill only a few
days.

I have had it in my heart to write
to you as a group and to various
socicties and individuals, but duties
near at hand allow me little time
for writing. Please accept this as
a very personal letter to each of you
and heartfelt thanks for all you
have done for me, things which you
gave me before I came back and
things which you have sent. I am
sorry that I have not been able to
write to each of you before this- In
a few cases it is impossible to thank
donors of packages because return
addresses were lost in transit or
became so dim that we cannot fell
what they were. We do thank
each of you, though. It is cheering
and encouraging to know that so
many of you think of us at times
and are interested in the work here.
The gift of money which the con-
ference sent was used to buy much
needed beds and a few books for
our depleted library and to help one
of our students who needed help.
You may be sure that this gift of
yours was gratefully received and
that the things which it bought are
rendering real service. ‘

. Best wishes for each of you as in--
dividuals and as members of a great

fellowship in Christian service!

.The high divorce rate indicates

that the modern girl hasn't ‘made
up her mind whether to have a
man for a hubby or 3 hobby.—Fifth
Wheel. - '
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PARAGOULD DISTRICT
CONFERENCE

The Paragould' District Confer-
ence convened in the Methodist
Church at Pocahontas, May 13th,
with the Rev. Hubert E. Pierce, as
host pastor, and the Rev. Richard E.
Connell, presided. The Rev. Hubert
E. Pierce was clected secretary, the
Rev. Lloyd M. Conyers, of Walnut
Ridge, elected assistant secretary,
the Rev. Elmo Thomasson, of Rec-
tor, was elected statistical secretary,
and the Rev. J. W. Moore of Hoxie

was elected press representativie of

the conference.

The Rev. Elmo 'Thomasson, of
Fourth Street Church, Rector, led
the opening devotional service :at
nine o’clock, and the Rev. Richard
E. Connell, led the devotional ser-
vice at pne forty-five o’clock, and
the Rev. Thomas C. Huff, of New-
ton County, delivered the confer-
ence sermon, and his subject was
“Methodism’s Responsibility in the
Rural Church”, Offertory Solo: “O,
Divine Redeemer” was rendered by
Miss Bettie Joe Blankenship.

The speakers for the day includ-
ed: Mrs. Richard E. Connell, of
Paragould, who spoke on thework

of the Woman’s Society of Christian -

Service; the Rev. Ira A. Brumley,
of Conway, who spoke on the work
of the Board of Christian Educa-
tion; the Rev. J. Albert Gatlin, of
Jonesboro, who spoke of “Steward-
ship”; the Rev. Garland Taylor, of
Morrilton, who spoke on “Evangel-
ism”; the Rev. Glenn F. Sanford,
of Conway, who spoke on “Missions
and Church Extension”; Dr. H. H.
Pennington, of Paragould, who
spoke on “Lay Activities”; Dr. War-
ren, of Conway, an instructor in
Hendrix College; the Rev. Miss
Fern Cook, of Hardy, spoké on
“The Spiritual State of the Church”;
and others.

Dr. A. G. Henderson, of Imboden,
who graced the conference with hig
presence, is approximately ninty-
six years old, and no doubt the
oldest member of the Church in
the Paragould district.

The Conference accepted an invi-
tation from First Church, Rector,
to meet with them in 1948. The
Rev. J. J. Decker is the pastor.

At twelve-thirty, a splendid din-
ner was served in the basement of
the church by the good women of
Pocahontas Methodist Church. All
they will have to do, is to let us
know when they are going to serve
another dinner like this one, and we
will be coming back to Pocahontas.

A summary of the Pastors’ re-
ports gives the following: 225 mem-
bers have joined the church; more
than $450 have been paid on church
benevolences; $2446 paid on retired
ministers’ funds; more than $22,018
paid to pastors; $2223, paid to the
district superintendent; $454 paid to
the Bishap’s fund; 3190 to the
g;)urth Sunday Missionary Day; the
Woman's Spciety of Christian Ser.
vice has raised $4246, and more thar
$32,000 has been pajd and subserih.
gd to the Arkansas Methodist Cand.
palgn for ‘Chrigtian Hducatiog
thrgngh Hendvlg' Collega ot cons
By, Arkanbas, O
¢ Thy day'y setlvities are dlspaicheq
with the grdatsst harmsiy under tha
leadaiehip- of tha Roe, Bichaig z,
Lonnally . ditteiet  Eukisvistengent.
Therg was 8 taih of 8 day's
well. dont . whan the’ Cuntsetnos
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TO THE METHODIST YOUNG PEOPLE IN ARKANSAS

One of my most pleasant experiences in the Geneva Area has
been association with our Methodist young people. We have loyal Method-
ists in all of the countries in the Geneva Area.

These young people are interested in the work of the Methodist Youth

Fellowship in America.

They would like to correspond with young

Methodists in America. For example while attending the Swiss Methodist
Youth Rally at Luzern on May 15 two hundred Swiss Methodist young
people asked me to give them names and addresses for the purpose of cor-
responding with Methodist youth in other countries.

T feel that correspondence between Methodist young people in dif-
ferent parts of the world will be of great value. It will cause our Meth-
odist youth to understand better the unity of world Methodism and will
be a factor toward securing world peace and brotherhood. I will be happy
to furnish names and addresses to any American Methodist young people
desiring to correspond with Methodist young people in Switzerland, Bel-
gium, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Austria, Hungary, Italy, Yugoslavia and

North Africa.

Letters asking for names and addresses of Geneva Area Methodist

young people should be addressed to me at 17 Route de Malagnou, Geneva, *

Switzerland.

Fraternally yours,
Paul N. Garber.

WE HAVE LOST A FRIEND

In the passing of George H. Bur-
den, the Methodist Children’s Home
has lost not only one of its trustees,
but a friend and wise counselor.
He was elected to membership on
the Board of Trustees in November,
1943. His advise and suggestions
always received close attention from
other board members. He was re-
served, but friendly. He did not
speak often, but when he did his
words carried conviction:

It is a great loss to the Home, now
that we are about to begin a large
construction program, to be depriv-
ed of his intimate knowledge of
every detail of the building indus-
try. It is my misfortune not to have
known him intimately thraugh the
years of his residence in Littlg
Rock, but since he became a trustee
of the Home, I have known him
betier and had learned to fully trust

his judgment in matiers connscted
“with our work, We wiil misg him,

~Mcthodlst Children's Horo, J, §
M, Gannen, Superintendent,
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REVIVAL AT MT. IDA

Yesterday we closed a revival
here, which was one of the most
successful we have had in my seven
years here.

Dr. Burke Culpepper of Memphis
did the preaching. His messages
had their usual vigor and appeal
and drew congregations that filled
the house. Yesterday we received
19 new members, 13 of them by
baptism. Seven additional members
are to be received in June.

As one result of this revival, a
great impetus has been given to our
plans for the erection of a new
church. Present plans call for a
building to cost about $35,000.00,
Our building gommittee expects to
start huilding before the first of
July, ]

Our two-week Vacation Bible
School closed Friday night with a
great “Copunencement!! gragram by
our little omgs. ‘Fotal eyroiliient
wag 48, with gverage attcrdance pg
36, Our W. §, C, 8. and ¥outh Fej:
lowshipg pre wigorous, nealiliy, and
growing, All assasenionts, tikingh
and piledgay for this Conigiplicd yCaL
havs been pald {s full, Wa taif
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JONESBORO DISTRICT
CONFERENCE

The Jonesboro District Confer-
ence met at Manila on May 15 witH
the Rev. Martin A: Bierbaum as fst
Postar, . _ .

Under the wise and able leader-
ship of our district superintendent,
Rev. J. Albert Gatlin, ample time
was given to every cause to be
presented to the Conference. All
chairmen of committees made their
reports and discussion and planning
of the recommendations was made.

The morning worship service was
led by Rev. Allen D. Stewart, pas-
tor at Blytheville and the eleven
o’clock service was conducted by
Rev. Henry Goodloe, pastor of the
First Methodist Church of Jones-
boro. 3

A sumptous meal was served at
noon by the ladies of the Manila
church in the dining room of the
church.

Speakers of the day included Dr.
Matt Ellis, president of Hendrix
College, Rev. Ira A. Brumley, Exe-
cutive Secretary of Board of Edu-
cation, Rev. Glenn Sanford, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Town and
Country Commission, Rev. Garland
C. Taylor of the Conference Board
of Evangelism, and Miss Mildred
Osment, Distriet Seeretary of the
W. S C 8
~ Rev. Winfred Diggs and Blvis
Wright were recommeiided to the
Annual Conference for admission
on trial. Two young men, Paul Dean
Davis and Calvin Smith were re-
commended for license to preach.

At 3:30 Dr. E. T. Wayland, editor
of the Arkansas Methodist, brought
the closing message to the con-
ference,

The conferenée unanimously ae-
cepted the invitation of Wilsonn fer
the place of the 1948 mieeting.

A general summary of the pas-
tors’ reports showed the following:

239 received by vows.

230 received by certificate.

In the apportionment to Hendrix
College of $70,110 there was $49,-
986 sent in. $20,476 was in pledges.
—E. G. Kaetzell, Secretary.

FELLOWSHIP MEETING

The Tuesday night fellowship of
the Bethesda Methodist Church en-
joyed a potluck supper at the
Church on May 6. About fifty peo-
ple attended. The tables were set
in the Sunday School rooms and
they were groaning from the weight
of the good food. Supper was serv-
ed buffet style. Special guests were
Rev. C. L. McCloud, Rev. Mr. Hayes,
Dr. Crockett and Dr, Rockwood of
Arkansas College Faculty. Dr,
Crockett was the speaker of the
evening, Everyone had a very en-
joyable time, g

Rey. Vann Hooker is qur pastor.
—Reporter, -t
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CAMDEN DISTRICT
CONFERENCE

The district superintendent, Rev.
Arthur Terry, called to order the
eighty-first session of the Camden
District Conference on May 16, at
beautiful Parker’s Chapel Metho-
dist Church near El Dorado, at 9:30
a. m. for a day of inspiration and
counsel on the work of the district.
More than 125 ministers, lay dele-
gates and visitors enjoyed the thrill-
ing reports of the accomplishments
of the first six months’ work of this
conference year under the able lead-
ership of our district superintendent,
Rev. Arthur Terry.

Careful consideration was given to
all phases of the church work with
the following giving special emphasis
to the work committed to their
hands.

Rev. T. D. Spruce reported that
there were now 1566 subscriptions
to the Arkansas Methodist within
the district as well as increased use
of Christian Literature of our
church. Rev. W. R. Burks outlined
the program of Youth for the sum-
mer, giving information concerning
our Assemblies: Senior Assembly at
Conway June 30-July 4, and Inter-
mediate Assembly, July 21-25.
Special emphasis was given Vacation
Schools by Mrs. O. W. Barbaree,
District Director of Children’s Work.
Rev. Roy E. Fawcett, Conference Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Board of
Education, announced that we were
making progress on the program of
Church School Enrollment through-
out the Conference. The Camden
District reported an enrollment in
the Church Schools of the district
as of May 10, 7340. Dr. Matt Ellis,
president of Hendrix College,
brought greetings from the college
and told about the great program
now being carried on and something
of the plans for the future made
possible by the success of the recent
Million Dollar Campaign in the in-
terest of the cellege. The Camden
District reported cash paid of $66,718
and $9,354 in pledges, thus making
a total of $76,072 in this campaign,
Dr. Connor Morehead brought in a
most favorable report of our hos-
pital work. On Mother’s Day,
Golden Cross Sunday was observed
in the Camden District with an of-
fering of $6,116.00 for this fund to
be used in the Arkansas Methodist
Hospital and Bath House at “Hot
Springs. Mr. J. S. M. Cannon re-
ported on.the Arkansas Methodist
Children’s Home at Little Rock, ex-
pressing thanks to the entire dis-
trict for the generous Christmas
offering of $4,099.00. Rev. John
McCormack spoke in the interest of
evangelism and reported that 168
had been received on profession of
faith and 220 by certificate making
a total of 338 members received in-
to the churches of the district for
the first half of the conference year.
There have been 112 infants bap-
tized so far this year.

It was pointed out in the discus-
sion of the district Program of Mis-
sions -that the laymen are taking a
very active part in opening up
abandoned churches, filling vacant
pulpits, and in general giving great
support to the total program of the
church. A new church, “Timothy”
has been organized near Camden
and they have just about completed
a house of worship; a new church
is in the process of organization at
Maul, alse near Camden. These
projects are both under the leader-
ship of the First Methodist Church
of Camden. The Methodist Church
at Fordyce is assisting in the reor-

MOUNT MAGAZINE SURB.
DISTRICT M. Y. F. MEETS

The Mount Magazine Sub-district
M. Y. F. met June 2 at the Charles-
ton Methodist Church.

The worship service began by a
choir processional singing “Take
Time To Be Holy”. The theme of
the worship service was “Fricnd-
ship” on which two inspiring talks
were given by J. W. Pelerson and
Lynn Carruth. Jackie Floyd gave
a poem and this was followed by
a solo by J. W. Pecterson.

At the business hour presided
over by the president, Bobby Dunn
was selected to represent the Sub-
district at the Pre-Camp Staff mect-
ing to be held June 23 at Fayctte-
ville.

Following the business session
there was a period of recreation
and refreshments were served.

All the Fellowships were repre-
sented with Charleston winning the
Yearbook with 32 members present,
Booneville had 20, Paris 20, and
Lavaca 14, making a total of 86
members present.

The next meeting will be held at
the Booneville Methodist Church.—
Reporter.

ganization of a church at Camp
Springs. Under the leadership of
the pastor, Rev. John M. McCor-
mack, and the Board of Stewards
of Magnolia First Methodist Church,
four abandoned churches near Mag-
holia are being reopened and Sun-
day Schools organized. Strong
Methodist Church being without a
pastor, Mr, Ralph Mann and the
Men’s Bible Class of Vantrease
Methodist Church  are providing
morning worship services every Sun-

day until they are able to secure .

a pastor.

Nearly all of the charges of the
district have paid the pastor and
district superintendent salaries for
the first six months of the year.
Also there has been paid $697.00 for
Bishop’s Fund; $3253.00 for Retired
Ministers; $9,419.00 for World Ser-
vice; $352.00 General and Jurisdic-
tional Conference Expense Fund;
Church School Day $546.00; and
District Work $244.00. The W. S.
C. S. of the District reported
$4,901.00 for Conference Work, $2,-
325.00 spent for local work, 327 sub-
scribers to the Methodist Woman and
256 subscribers to the World Outlook.

At the conclusion of the morning
session Rev. M. E. Scott, pastor of

the Fairview Methodist Church,
Camden, Arkansas, brought a soul-
stirring sermon on the general

theme “Christian Responsibility.”

The ladies of the Parker’s Chapel
Methodist Church, assisted by the
ladies from Fredonia Methodist
Church, served a bountiful dinner
to delegates and visitors of the con-
ference. '

When the conference adjourned in
the afternoon to meet next year at
Bearden Methodist Church, every-
one felt that we had had a great day
of inspiration and fellowship with
Rev. O. C. Birdwell and his people
at Parker’'s Chapel. All left with
a determination to work together
under the leadership of our district
superintendent, Rev. Arthur Terry,
for the rest of the conference year
to make an even greater record of
our Stewardship for God and His
Church.—Chas. H. Giessen, Secre-
tary,

If people speak ill of you, live so
that nobody will believe them.—
Plato.

SEVENTY-SEVENTH SESSION
MONTICELLO DISTRICT

CONFERENCE
The MonticeHo  Distrlet met in
the new Paul E. Martin Chapel

near Warren for its seventy-seventh
session. Harold Scott was host pas-
tor and his people served a bounti-
ful spread lunch at noon.

The Rev. T. T. McNeal, distriet
superintendent, presided. The devo-
tional was led by the Rev. Robert
L. Long of Hamburg. Robert O,
Beck was elected Sceretary,  Re-
ports were given and adopted: Dis-
trict Trustees by Mr. Guy Stephen-
son of Monticello, Abandoned Prop-
erty by Rev. Clem Baker, Board of
Education by Rev. Rufus Sorrells,
Stewardship by Rev. Robert L.
Long, Evangclism by Rev. J. C.
Van Horn, Missions and Church
Extension by Rev. Roland Darrow,
and Lay Activities by Mr. J. E.
Stewart of Warren.

The Conference  Sermon  was
preached by Rev. Ralph Clayton of
Lake Village.

In the afternoon scssion indi-
vidual rcports were given by the
pastors. It was revealed that 154
persons had united with the Church
by profession of faith and 169 by
letter, making a total of 323 addi-
tions. The total amount raised for
all purposes was $116,593 during the
first half of the conference year.

Announcement was made by the
Rev. Clem Balker of the modern all-
purpose camp being conctract A4
about one mile from Snyder on
the site of the old Kecner Can )
Ground, long abandoned by the
church.  Surplus buildings were
bought at the Rowyer Camp and
used in the construction. Pastors
are giving labor, the churches have

" contributed to the fund, and some

church property was sold to make
this camp possible. It will be worth
at least $25,000 when it is complet-
ed. The camp will be dedicated to
the youth of the Monticello district
and the first assembly will bs held
on July 14. This is the first camp
built and owned by Methodists in
Arkansas. Southeast Arkansas will
have for years to come a rallying
ground that will inspire the Method-
ists of this generation as the old
Keener camp meetings did our fath-
ers for 40 years beginning in 1871.
Much of the credit for this camp
goes to the work of our district sup-
erintendent, who has directed and
planned it in every detail, and has
been responsible for the finances.
The conference recommended

Robert Riggin and O. ‘W. Hoover for
admission on trial at the next ses-

JOINT INTERMEDIATE
M. Y. F. MEETING

On Sunday cvening, May 25, the
Intermediate M. Y. F. of First
Mecthodist Church, Texarkana, Ar-
kansas, had as their guests about
twenty-five members of the Hope
Intermediate M. Y. F. organization.

After registration and pinning
special M. Y. F. badges on cach local
and guest member, games were dir-
ccted for thirty minutes by Miss
Doris Phipps, Vice President of the
City Wide M. Y. F. and also City
Wide Recreational Committee
Chairman.

While the group rested, after the
games, before being served the af-
ternoon mical, Miss Aneta Copeland
of the Hope dclegation and Miss
Nannctte Williams delighted the
group with vocal seclections. Both

girls  were accompanied by Mrs.
J. E. Cooper.
Refreshments  were served by

adult members of the M. Y. F. after
which members of the local M. Y. F.
consisting of Shirley Allison, Nyla
Allison, Richard Smith,. Kenneth
Ochsenbein, Julia  Kitchens and
Betty Baldwin, gave a play entitled
“Not In This Mountain”. This was
a story of the Navajo Methodist
Mission School at Farmington, New
Mexico, one of the projects of the
Mcthodist Youth Fund.

The local Intermediate Group re- °
ported a total of $58.40 paid this
year on the Mcthodist Youth Fund.

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Copeland and
Mrs. J. E. Cooper, wife of the Hope
Methodist pastor, accompanied the
young pcople from Hope.—Mrs, L.
R. Nash, Supt. of Youth Division,
Reporter.

Scientists teil us that the splendid
colors of autumn leaves are really
present in them all summer long.
Leaves wear a green mask which
covers these beautiful colors until
the cool of autumn breaks the
chlorophyl down into colorless
components and the colors have a
chance to show themselve_s. Often
a time of testing grief, or the solv-.
ing of a major problem develops
character and reveals the finer.
qualities within us which otherwise
would have remained masked.—The

sion of the annual conference,

Guests for the day were: the Rev,
Arthur Terry, Roy Savage, Rev. and
Mrs. R. B. Moore, Rev. and Mrs.
Roy Fawcett, Rev. and Mrs. Dan
Robinson and children, and Dr. Matt
Ellis of Hendrix College—Robert O.
Beck, Secretary. .
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METHODIST HOSPITAL
AND BATH HOUSE NEWS

. During the month of May we had
. patients from the following towns
> in Arkansas: Hot Springs, Caddo
* Cap; Wicker, Morning Star, Cedar
. Glades, Malvern, Okolona, Fordyce,
" Royal, Booneville, Lonsdale, Opal,

New Edinburg, Clarksville, Arka-
. delphia, Gravette, Mt. Ida, Tierks,
- Alpine, Prattsville, Gurdon, Pearcy,
. Glenwood, Benton, Fulton, Mena.

There were eighteen other states
represented as follows: Virginia,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee,
West Virginia, New York, Illinois,
Michigan, Kansas, Pennsylvania,
North Carolina, Nebraska, Indiana,
Missouri, Alabama, Florida, Georgia
and South Dakota.

Our Hospital report for May con-
tinues to show some improvement.
We admitted 148 patients who spent
a total of 1,527 patient days in-the
hospital. Our total occupancy for
the month was 92.94 per cent. We
performed 80 operations (an all
time high for our hospital), there
were 14 babies born during the
month. Our bath house administer-
ed 913 hot baths and 143 massages.
These are cold facts but if you could
‘see the patients leave with thanks
and praise for the “Methodist Hos-
pital” it would do your heart good.

We have had two wonderful ex-
periences this month: A friend call-
ed by the office and asked for the
privilege of buying “paint” to re-
decorate one of our old rooms. When
the paint was on we asked him to
look it over. He said: “Have the
floor done in the asphalt blocks
and send me the bill’l Not only did
he stop there but also bought paint
for one other room, two chart rooms
and the office of our Superintend-
ent of Nurses, The other experience
was the interest manifested by sev-
eral doctors on our staff in equip-
ping an orthopedic room where all
kinds of bone surgery, cast work,
etc., can be done. We have hopes
that bv the end of this year some
jnterested friend, or friends, can
make possible such an operating
soom. It will be the best of its
kind in this section of our state
wuen 1t is completed. Even now
we feel the need of additional beds
for our hospital.

During the month the superin-
tendent has preached at the follow-
ing places: Stephens, May 4; Stutt-
gart, May 11 (both Churches); Hot
Springs, First Baptist Church, May
18 (both services). He also spoke
for the hospital at the Prescott,
Arkadelphia, and Pine Bluff Dis-
trict Conferences. Although invit-
ed to the Texarkana and Camden
Districts he wds unable to attend.
He also attended the State Hospital
Assocation in Little Rock. — Re-
porter.

DR. HARLEY AIDS LIBERIA
HEALTH STUDY

Dr. George W. Harley, of Ash-
ville, N. C., missionary of the Metho-
dist Church at Ganta, Liberia, the
most inland mission station in that
republic, has been appointed con-
sultant to the United States Public
Health Mission in Liberia, This
Mission is studying medical and
public health conditions in the coun-
try, and cooperating with the Liber-
jan Government, the United States
Army, and with private missionary
and medical agencies in planning to
wipe out tropical and other diseases,

ARKANSAS PO

This month thousands of young women all oyer Arkansas

will be preparing for one of the greatest moments of their

lives—marriage. To each of them go our very best wishes

for a lifetime of happiness and cemfort.

es, comfort . . . for being a bride carries with it a big job

. 27jsb that is really a career ... and that job is running
2 houzehold. Of course, today’s brides have a decided
advantage over their sisters of years ago, because now
w'ien you settie down in your new home, you'll have many

scevarts to help you make it €asy work!
Dy

‘I;u’il probably enjoy automatic laundering, electric sweep-
ing, and have heipers for dozens of other jobs that elec-
ricity can do so well and so cheaply. Yes, it’s going to be
a career, but it’s not going to be burdensome . . . thanks to

dependable, low-cost electricity!

HELPING BUILD ARKANSAS

[ . -l B . |
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JUDAH’S LAST DAYS

- The Sunday School Lesson §

None of God’s prophets, major or
minor, were more interesting than
Jeremiah. It was his lot to be God’s
messenger during the declining and
approaching end of Judah., It seem-
ed that Judah was headed toward
destruction such as a hundred years
before, had befallen Israel. Jere-
miah was God’s spokesman during
the reign of five kings, coyering a
pegriod of more than forty years.

Jeremiah The Misunderstood

By his contemporaries, he was
despised, rejected, and denounced
"as a public enemy, thrown into
‘prison and other wise punished.
Even in our day, if any man dares
to forecast that national and inter-
national sins will bring disaster
incredulous listeners will put on a
sardonic smile or an ugly grin,
and say, “O, you Jeremiah!” All
the pessimists, complainers, grouch-
ers, prophets of doom, are erron-
eously called “Jeremiah”. The pro-

phet Jeremiah deserves no such.

opprobrium.
Jeremiah Called of God

God called Jeremiah to speak
for him. In some instances God
gave Jeremiah the very wordg pe
should speak. He had a definite
realization that he was God’s mouth-
piece. This made him fearlgss,
faithful, and persistent. A man with
a call like Jeremiah and his own
conscious integrity, can proclaim
God’s truth bravely in the face of
a frowning world or a threatening
populace. ) v

Professor George Crane claims
that he is called of God as a teacher
of adult education, through the
newspapers. His lessons (He teaches
on all the perplexing problems of
life) are published in one hundred,
fifty newspapers and read by forty
million people daily. He is prob-
ably rendering the larges.t service
of any man in the Method_lst world.
(With apologies to the highest ec-
clesiastics.)

What a world we would have if
every newspaper man, every leader,
every teacher, evry doctor, every
farmer, every business man, every
skilled laborer, every unskilled lab-
orer—if all men and women felt
that they were called directly of
God to the work they are doing!
Such would be a real Christian
world.

Why A Celebate?

Why did Jeremiah never marry?
Jod told him not to marry. God
tnew that the messages Jeremiah
1ad to deliver would provoke such
ypposition from State and Church
hat Jeremiah could not be a goog
wsband or father. His wife ang
hildren could not, perhaps, have
ndured such sufering as his min.
stry would entail. God does net
equire all his prophets to live g

elebate life. I believe the prophet-

riest in all normal situgtions should
ave a wife and children, The
Tethodist parsonages have produc.

LESSON FOR JUNE 15, 1947

SCRIPTURE TEXT: II Kings 24:31, 247, Jeremiah 36,

GOLDEN TEXT: Thou shalt love Jehovah thy God
with all thy heart.—Deuteronomy 6:5.

ed some of the greatest men in all
the walks of life,

A Pleader for Righteous Living

Jeremiah placed little stress upon
forms, rituals, and sanctuary adorn-
ments. He knew that men could
have the form of godliness without
the power. He wanted men to live
God-guided, heaven-controlled that
lecad to honest dealing, truthful
speaking, charity-dispensing  lives.
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the
God of Isracl, Amend your ways
and your doings, and I will cause
you to dwell in this place. Trust ye
not in lying words saying, the tem-
ple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord, The temple of the Lord are
these. For if ye thoroughly amend
your ways and your doings; if ye
thoroughly execute judgments be-
tween a man and his neighbour; If
ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and shed
not innocent blood in this place,
neither walk after other gods to
your hurt: Then will I cause you to
dwell in this place, in the land that
I gave to your fathers, forever and
ever.” (Jeremiah 7:3-7). Truly the
kingdom of God is not meat or
drink, but love, joy, and peace.

A Literary Genius

In Jeremiah’s parables and his
narrations he wrote beautiful, or-
nate prose. He was a master in the
art of prose writing but when his
heart was deeply stirred he rose to
sublimely poetic heights. “Oh that
my head were water and mine eyes
a fountain of tears, that I might
weep day and night for the slain of
the daughter of my people.” (Jere-
miah 9:1).

Jeremiah Plead In Vain

Never did man under divine com-
pulsion plead more earnestly, co-
gently, persistently than did Jere-
miah. In spite of all this, the peo-
ple went on in their sins, idolatry,
adultery, cheating, lying, and ig-
noring God and his prophet. Fin-
ally the Babylonians came like a
besom of destruction. They sacked
the Holy city, razed the Temple,
and carried off thousands of people
to their own land. For centuries
the Jews had regarded the city and
the Temple as inviolate. When they
saw the city and the Temple in
ruins—just a wvast pile of rubble,
they filled the air with groans and

lamentations. The wages of sin is
death, .

Stop, Look, Listen

We see this trio of words at dan-
gerous crossings of the railroad all
over this country. Some may not
know the origin of the sign. Here
1t is: The Pennsylvania railroad had
a dangerous crossing at a certain
place, where person after person
had been killed or hurt by their
trains. In each damage suit against
the railroad the courts decided in
favor of the plaintiff. This was cost-
Ing the railroad a large sum of

o The Fall Of The Southem Kingdom ofe

LESSON FOR JUNE 22, 1947
SCRIPTURE TEXT: II Kings 24-25. Jeremiah 37:39-40.
GOLDEN TEXT: Righteousnes exalteth a nation; but sin is a re=

proach to any people.—Proverbs 14:34.

This is the end of David’s dynasty.
David the Just, the wartior, the
King, was the progenitor of all the
kings, good and bad, for his day
until Jedekiah, blinded and prison-
er, died. How this great man,
David, a man after God’s own
heart, could have reared such apos-
tate sons is passingly strange.

The Stupidity of the Hebrew Kings

The undivided Hebrew kingdom
had good kings and some bad ones.
In every case the reign of good
kings brought prosperity, and the
reign of bad kings brought adver-
sity. When the kingdom was divid-
ed into the Northern and Southern
kingdoms, Isracl and Judah, the
kings of Isracl went from bad to
worse until finally it fell, prema-
turely and the ten tribes became
“the ten lost tribes”. This was a
most obvious demonstration that the
kings that did evil in the sight of
God, brought disaster to the tribes,
Yet the fall of Israel did not serve
as a lesson to Judah. The kings
persisted in doing evil in' the sight
of God and as night follows day,
their sins brought the inevitable
consequences.

The Wisdom Of A Courageous
Prophet, Jeremiah

Through the reign of more than
a half dozen kings, Jeremiah was
the mouth piece for God. He never
soft pedaled any of God’s messages,
in order to avoid unpopularity.
Others who were supposed to' be
prophets were not fearless in their
messages. Jeremiah could have
avoided being ridiculed as a pessi-
niist, hated as an intruder, cast into
prison, thrown into a dungeon
where he stood in the mire and
filth and in which he would have
died had not a eunoch, under offi-

cial orders, rescued him. Jeremiah
had more wisdom than all the kings
and princes of his day. He who
dwells in the secret places of the
Most High with a pure heart, sces
things, situations, and conditions,
that the man with ulterior motives
can not sce, nor understand. “Blesgs
ed are the pure in heart for they
shall see God.” And in seeing God
they sce and understand, and can
interpret current events. Oh, the
invaluable worth to any generation,
is one of God’s spokesmen!

The Stupidity of Present-Day
World Leaders

The Hebrew leaders had no mone-
poly of stupidity. We, who have
passed middle life, have seen the
world piunged into two terrific
wars. Both of these wars would
have been aveifed had ‘political
leaders listened to God’s prophets,
Power politics, deceitful diplomacy,
secret alliances, unholy maneuvers
brought disasters, untold and in-
numerable to millions of people.
In cold death, lie millions-of men
who were in no sense responsible
for these wars. A half dozen pro-
phets of God would be worth more
to future generations now than a
hundred politicians if only the world
would listen to them. If the United
Nations fails or has only limited
success, it will be because God is
not consulted and depended upon
for guidance in the remaking of our
distraught world. - QOur heavenly
Father no doubt looks down upon
the United Nations desiring to lead
them in the way they should go.
Why do they not invoke his divine
guidance?

Curse of Idolatry

Prior to the B:abylonian captivity
(Continued on Page 16)

money annually. The superinten-
dent of the railroad offered $10,000.-
00 reward to any one who could
make a sign that the courts would
regard as sufficient to absolve the
company in case of death or dis-
ability from accident caused by this
train. A certain lawyer worked
days, weeks, and months, trying to
evolve a legible sign that would be
accepted by the Superintendent,
Countless numbers of signs were
written only to be discarded. Fin-
ally the lawyer wrote, “Stop, Look,
Listen”, which was accepted. So at
the dangerous crossings the sign
was placed on either side of the
track. In the course of time a man

was killed at a crossing. The case

went to the courts and the railroad

was exonerated. The lawyer was -

paid the agreed amount for the sign
and the railroad saved many thou-
sands of dollars which, but for the
sign, they would have been forced

. to pay. The courts decided that the

warning from the sign and the whis-
tle from the engine as the crossings
were approached were sufficient to

safeguard life of any passing per-
son.

A Good Sign For Persons,
Corporations and Nations

Young man, or young woman,
peforg you take the next drink of
intoxicants, stop and think where

>

it is leading; Look what it has done
for thousands of others; Listen to
that inner monitor that we call
conscience and never take even one
more drink!

Corporations, consider whether or
not your mine, factory, or store are
as safe as they should be. Listen
to what the public is saying about
industrialists that work men and
women in dangerous situations. Lis-
ten to that voice which cries aloud,
“Am I my brother's (employee’s)
keeper?”

My Country, stop and think what
sin did for Israel and Judah. Will
our national sins bring national dis-
aster upon us now as they did to
those ancient kingdoms? Look at
the number of our soldiers to whose
mouths our Government put the
bottle. Do we know that political
dishonesty is as ruinous to g nation
as commercial dishonesty is ruinous
to an individual person? Listen to
the voice that says political lying,
stealing, and cheating, are as ruinous
to the nation as to persons,

My country, again, stop, look,
listen; Are we treating other na-
tions as we would have them treat
us were our places reversed?

Is not the voice of our God cry-
ing aloud for international unity?
Will we stop, look, listen to the
voice of God and join the world
brotherhood? May our hope for this
great event come to pass, speedily,
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o> Significance Of Current World Events e

By J. IL REYNOLDS

When T was 2 country boy I at-
tended a church about three hun-
dred vards from home. My lcssons
in the Sunday School told of the
universality of the Christian reli-
gion, The pastor would follow with
a sermon . bearing  the same mes-
sage.

What does the country boy today
get from his church and Sunday
School? Or does he make trips to
distant points is his father's car?
Is he more familiar with the county
seat or Slate Capital than the boy
of fifty or scventy-five years ago
was with the people of a village a
short distance away?

Or is the rural boy of today better
off and wiser when his teacher tells
him of Washington and shows him
pictures of the nation’s capital; or
if she tells him of the World Capital
in New York City and of its site
bought recently by John D. Rocke-
feller for $8,500,0002 How much
more is the country boy getting in
real enlightenment and in strength
of character than his father or
grandfather some fifty or seventy-
{five ycars ago?

Does the boy of today through
storics and pictures of Chinese,

Egyptians and Indians have a deep-
ed understanding of the brother-
hood of man and the fatherhood of
God than the boy of 75 years ago?
Docs his better enlightenment and
knowledge bring him also greater
reverence for the invisible God?
Or is there something lacking in his
school and church and travels to
bring to him a reverent soul and
spiritual insight? Is he coming
into a larger sense of the brother-
hood of man and of the creator of
mankind? What can we introduce
into our schools, churches and books
that will make us better citizens of
the world? Will we bring to Ameri-
can boys and girls a consciousness
that they are world citizens with
the boys and girls of the fifty other
members of the United Nations,
that the capitol of this larger world
is New York City and that when
they visit it they see the world
capital, the place where the rules
or laws for the world are made and
exccuted, that the members of this
world organization are in a world
confederacy, which like the Ameri-
can states in ‘their conferences
evolve into the United States of
America, the most powerful nation
in the yvorld?

THE FALL OF THE KINGDOM
(Continued from Page 15)

“the ever-recurring sin of the He-
brews was idolatry. Time would
fail me to tell how often they lapsed
into worshipping false gods. 1 can
imagine very casily Grd's beroming
so impatient with them that he
permitted the Chaldeans to capture
them and carry them to the world’s
greatest center of idolatry. In Baby-
lon they saw the idol vrorship in all
its glory and in all its shame. They
saw the cheapness of human life
and the rottenness of human char-
acter where the onc God is not
worshipped. They never had seen
such infamy and diabolism before.
They were horrified at the thought
of their children’s growing up under
such demonic influence. How they
longed for the good old days in
Jerusalem! How nostalgic they
were is written in the great drama-
tic Psalm 137: “By the rivers of
Babylon, there we sat down, yea,
we  wept, when we remembered
Zion. Wec hanged our harps upon
the willows in the midst thereof.
For there they that carried us away
captive required of us a song; and
they that wasted us required of us
mirth, saying, Sing us one of the
songs of Zion. How shall we sing
the Lord’s song in a strange land?
If T forget thee. O Jersalem, let my
right hand forget her cunning. It
I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth; If T prefer not Jerusalem
above my chicf joy. Remember, O
Lord, the children of Edom in ’the
glay qf Jerusalem. who said, Raise
it, raize it, even to the foundation
th'ercof. O daughter of Babylon,
who are to be destroyed: happy
shall he be, that rewardeth thee as
thou hast served us. Happy sha1>1
he be, that taketh and dacheth thy
little ones against the stones.” This
Psalm shows not only homesickness
but heartsickness, and a desire for
re\éer;ge upon their captors.

. Bul never again did the

into 1dolz1.try. After theiryrtlzztilﬁ)fﬁ
from ca_ptlvity they were guilty of
many sins—covetousness, carnality
crimes, and cowardice—but nevéri
again of the sin of idolatry.

T
got such a horror of idolatry e

as we

have of hydrophobia. They were
purged of idolatry. Never more
did they want to practice it for
themselves, or their children or
their children’s children! Theirs
was a bitter dose, but it proved
effective.

What is God going to do for us
to cure us-of political rascality, of
inordinate love of money, of our
dishonesty, of our lawlessness, of
our race hatreds, and our selfish-
ness? Can we not learn from our
own disobedience of his laws, as
world, a nation, as a state, and
as an individual member of our
commonwealth the lesson of repent-
ance and rededication to God before
it is everlastingly too late? Age
upon age is heralding the clarion
call to us that “Rightecusness exalt-
cth a nation; but sin is a reproach
to any people.”

THE CONWAY PERRY
COUNTY SUB- DISTRICT
MEETS

X The Perry County Sub-District
Methodist Youth Fellowship met at
Oppelo Church Monday, June 2, at
8:00 with a total attendance of 162.
The following churches were rep-
resgnted: Overcup, Solgohachie
Springfield, Lanty, Ada Valley
Mallettown, Forden Chapel, Cy:
press Valley, Hillcreek, Perry
P.erryville, Plummerville and Mor:
rilton.

Mickey Francis was in charge of
Ehe program based on the theme
.Foundatlons”. The business meet-
Ing was presided over by the Vice
President, Lena Muriel Moore. The
1\11el>1<$ meeting will be with Perry-

Recreation was enjoyed out of

doors followed by ref
Nita Sue Davis. Y reshments.—

During the Sunday sermon
bva'!’.)y) began' to cry at the top of itz
voice, and its mother carried it to
wz'argl the door. “Stop!” said th-
m1n1§ter. “Your baby is not disf
turbing me.” The mother turned

toward the pulpit and addressed’

the preacher: “Oh, h
he?  Well, st
—Westerner

. ) isn’t, isn’t
youre disturbing him.”

ALFRED WASSON UNION
MEETS

The Alfred Wasson Union of
Washington and Benton counties met
Monday evening, May 26, in the
Wiggins Memorial Church in Fay-
etteville.

The meeting began with the wor-
ship service presented by the mem-
bers of the local MYF. This was
followed by the business meeting
led by President Marjorie Ham-
mond of the Wiggins Memorial
Church. An election was held to
fill the office of treasurer, and
Thelma Andrew of Bentonville was
elected to the post. The problem
of handling the large crowd of young
people that attend these meetings
was brought up, and a lively dis-
cussion ensued. Some of the sug-
gested solutions were that the
Union divide into a Washington

county unit and a Benton county

unit; or that the counties meet sep-
arately each month and have a joint
meeting perhaps once a quarter.
Another suggestion was to divide
the group according to age, just as
the Intermediate and Youth Fellow-
ships are divided in the home
churches, with a group from 15 to
23, and one from 12 to 15. The two
groups, it was suggested, might
meet at the same town in order to
facilitate transportation, but conduct
separate programs suitable to the
age levels. It was decided to have
each MYF group discuss this matter
during the month, and take a vote
on it at the June meeting of the

U. OF A. GRADUATESS
SPRINGDALE

The following young peop>

. are members of the Spx-

Methodist Church were =
degrees at the seventy-thir c
mencement exercise of the T
sity of Arkansas Monday &
June 9, 1947: Mrs. Helen E
Shary McKinsey, B. S.; 7
Harvey Rankin, B. S, Civi3i
neering; Don Hawley Shay .,
Business Administration; R=
Walter Toler, Jr., B. S, EL
Engineering; and Miss Jean

B. L.

Miss Jean Wood was th e
member of the senior law
W. of A. this year, The youx
of this group are completings
work stopped by the call of
C. E. Rankin.

Alfred Wasson Union to be
Viney Grove Church on Jun
8:00 p. m.

After the business meetiz
four Commissions met for
study and discussion period -
was fellowed by recreation
freshments served by the F
ville young people.

The attendance banner £
month of May was won by t
Springs group who had 47
meeting. There was a gran
of 197 young people and cou
at the meeting.—Marianne F
Reporter.
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P ARK FILL FURDITURE STOHE==
Five Pc. Porcelain Chrome Dinette
At less than wholesale cost we offer a saving to E}?’;} ;
you in the purchase of this beautiful suite . . . has £ 5/
extension sides . . . entire table top is stainless o) )
baked-on porcelain black-trim . . . four chairs_ In t‘i”@‘
ivory or blue leatherette coverings . . . genuine
chrome hairpin loop legs on table and chairs. Add
: 3% for tax . .. delivery free in Arkansas, Okla-
H homa, Texas and Louisiana.
. R
7
MAIL ORDERS — ADD 2% TAX
i & AT b %@E
PARK HMLL FURNITURE STOU
721-723 Main Park Hill
H North Little Rock, Arkansas
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