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Annual G%Teetiﬁg Of
‘Board Of Education

THOSE attending the annual meeting  of
Methodism’s Poard of Education in Nash-
ville, Tennessce, February 25-27, heard

reports of the past year’s Methodist edu-
cational activities. Methodists might well take
justifiable pride in the work as reported by
the Board’s three divisions, ILocal Church,
Editorial and Educational Institutions. The
divisions, staffed by consccrated, qualified and
able personnel, . are promoting a program of
Christian education designed to mect the needs
of all age groups.

Perhaps the most significant report received
reveals that Methodism has halted the decline
in its Church School enrollment of the past
decade. Thanks to the current Crusade for
Christ Church School Emphasis, the Division of
the Local Church was able to report an eight
per cent increase in Church Schoo] enrollment
for the first {wo years of the Crusade. Other
reports indicated a substantial growth in the
Leadership Training program, a sound and pro-
gressive program in Methodism’s institutions of
higher learning, and the greatest volume of
literature ever circulated among our people.

The Board of Education went on record ag
favering a changed attitude on the part of pub-
lic education regarding the teaching of religion
in the public schools. Its resolution concerning
this subject, which is found elsewhere in this
issue, is worthy of close study and deserves con-
sideration by public school educational leaders,

With the program of Christian Education
due to receive added emphasis during the re-
maining year of the Crusade for Christ endeavor,
Methodism can expect even further substantial
gains on its educational front, If the educational
program for the Crusade, as adopted by the
Board, - proceeds as outlined, the Methodist

Church School will be considerably strengthen- .

ed. Of sufficient magnitude to challenge every
pupil in every Church School, the program
merits the unqualified support of all Church
School workers.

The meeting was climaxed by Bishop Fred
Corson’s timely ~address “Education in The
Methodist Church In The Quadrennium, 1948-
1952.”  His analysis of present trends and of
things to come should be of inestimable value to
those who are Church School lcaders. Bishop
Corson’s address will be printed for distribution
in the near future that it may be given wide
circulation among our people.

‘We Should (Contribute
‘Go ‘Ghe “Red (Oross

FEﬁHE drive for the Red Cross is now on.
Next Sunday, March 9th, is Red Cross
Sunday in our churches, Proper emphasis

should be given to this great humanitarian
agency in all of our churches,

By its work across the years, the Red
Cross has made a place for itself in the world’s
life that merits the confidence and support of
our people everywhere, .

In war and in peace, its practical, on-the-
Spot aid to the suffering and needy has been
felt across the world. Its work in emergencies
of flood, storm, famine and pestilence is never
The sum asked for this year is not so
large as during war years, but the amount asked
for s tremendously important and should be
raised in full, pluys. -
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lethe st Institutions eFlust
Be Service-Centered

S an institution or agency of the
A Methodist Church in Arkansas,

The ARKANSAS METHODIST

MUST BE SERVICE-CENTER-
ED. The cost of the publication of The
Arkansas Methodist, in time, in per-
sonnel and money, is of such propor-
tions that this cost cannot be justified
unless The Arkansas Methodist meets
a definite need and renders a distinct
service in the program of Arkansas
Methodism,

The Arkansas Methodist is  now
sixty-five years old. These many years
of service rendered do not justify its
continued existence unless it continues
to be of service to the church. If the
time comes when an appeal for support
of The Arkansas Methodist must  be
made on the basis of church pride or
church loyalty it will be evidence that
it no longer is serving a definite purpose
and it should either be discontinued or
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“For the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto but
minister and to give his life a
ransom for many.”
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revitalized. The Arkansas Methodist
cannot justify its existence by simpiy
existing. It is certainly not an end in
itself. Unless it is putting back into
The Methodist Church in Arkansas,
through service rendered, more than
the church is investing in it in dollars,
it does not deserve the wonderful sup-
‘port it is now receiving from the church.

The Arkansas Methodist must be a
service-centered institution. It must
sincerely attempt to be of service to the
two Annual Conferences that own it
and contribute to its support. It must
earnestly try to be of service to the
Methodist Churches in Arkansas that
respond so readily to its support. It
must seriously attempt to be of service
to the ministers of our church, the
bishop, the district superintendents and
the pastors who so faithjully promote
its circulation, )

In only one way can The Arkansas
Methodist render the larger service to
the Annual Conferences that own it and
to the churches and ministers that sup-
port it and that is by giving a positive,
helpful service in the more than twenty
thousand homes int,  which it now goes.
It. must carry into these homes a Chris-
tian message that is informational, in-
spirational and spiritually uplifting,
Only so can it serve its larger mission
and reach its larger possibilities.

To that end the members of the
staff of the Arkansas Methodist have
Any sugges-
tions that will increase the usefulness
and helpfulness of your church paper
will be gladly and thankfully received.
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Methodist Leaders FHonored
In Gift Go FHendrix

R. A. G. WALTON announced at his
morning service last Sunday a gift of
ten thousand dollars to the Hendrix
College Campaign made by Mr. H. F.
Buhler, a long-tgme member and active worker
in his congregation at First Church, Little Rock.

This splendid contribution by Mr. Buhler
was made as a memorial to Dr. A. C. Millar,
former president of Hendrix College and for
years Editor of .the Arkansas- Methodist, and
Dr. C. J. Greene, long a member of the faculty
and one of the most honored and beloved pro-
fessors Hendrix College has had.

Mr. Buhler was formerly a student at
Hendrix while these two leaders of Arkansas
Liethodism were in active service. It was out of
his appreciation of the high character of citizen-
ship and churchmanship exemplified by these
men and also his appreciation of the. service
Hendrix College has rendered and will render
that this unusual gift was made.

“If CAt Girst You
"Don’t Succeed” * ~

OME  of our legislative friends of the
S “booze for revenue” variety and some

who are just legislative friends of booze

“period,” seem to have learned well the
old adage, “If at first you don’t succeed try,
try again.” We have already had a disgusting
number of bills introduced favorable to the
liquor traffic. Some have been defeated and:
others, we hope, are on the way to defeat.

Now we have the “king pin” of them all,
A bill has been introduced in the Senate, and
may be voted on by the Senate before this
article appears, that proposes to repeal our
present local option law, adopted by the vote
of the people as Act Number 1, and all other
local option laws now existing. This bill would
also order an election on the liquor question in
every county of the state every two years at
the time of the general election,

This liquor-sponsored bill is, in effect, a
public confession.of defeat and moral cowardice
on the part of the liquor interests. Having ex-
perienced defeat in county after county, in local
option elections, where the issue is joined in an
open, clear-cut contest between wets and drys,
they would by this law avoid further defeats

for the next year and a half unti] our next

general election,

Apparently the liquor forces are afraid to
continue the fight on its bresent level, where
the question can be decided on its merits. They
would hope to prevent further elections on the
question, until the issue can be cluttered up with
the thousand ang one issues incident to a gen-
eral election. They would hope, while the issue
1s submerged in a general election, to pour
enough money into the state to retrieve some
of the losses they have suffered.

_ The present local option law, which thig
bill would repeal, was made a law as a result
gf a popular vote of the people of Arkansas
In which a substantial majority voted for the
law. Since that vote was taken, the dry senti-
ment in Arkansas has grown by leaps and
bounds. Under such circumstances, it would
be a betrayal of a public trust for the legisla-
ture to presume to repeal this law.

(Continued on Page 4)
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tion is a time when miracles

may occur. New life springs

from the cold clutches of win-
ter. In spite of the icy grip in which
‘nature has been held, the needs of
life are there. So with the human
family. The bitterness of sickness,
hunger and~ suffering after the
scourge of war offer the ground for
a miracle of healing, The savage
fury of hate which war engenders
has still lurking below it the seeds
of better family feeling. The new
warmth of returning spring urges
us all to start again the processes of
healing for the mind and heart and

l jASTER in the Christian tradi-

body of war-ridden children and:

adults.

The Christian impulse to uncover
the healing of new life in the sym-
bolism of Easter is borm of deep
conviction about our message to
the world. Healing was one of the
glorious flowers that blossomed un-
der the touch of our Lord. And
with his followers in a world which
needs such healing the miracle
awaits only our participation to
achieve its beautiful life-revealing
fullness. Two billion men, women
and children in our world need
some form of healing.
miracle on such a scale would be
worthy our efforts—worthy of our
Lord. A miracle of healing that
can smooth away the tragedies of
war, the shortages of food and phy-
sical health, and fill the vacuum of
spiritual emptiness, will be a mir-
acle according to the mind of our
God.

And when can Christians more
easily and more readily rise up to
participate in such a miracle than
at the Easter season. During Lent
we can give up our luxuries—liter-
ally—to save a life. We can forego
the superabundance of luscious liv-
ing, at least temporarily, while
those who scrabble along on 1500
calories or less find new vigor from
the vitamins and milk we thus make
possible. Would that not be to
them a miracle of new and healing
life: And for us a new recognition
of our oneness with God—something
that should mean healing for the
mean and petty within our own
lives. It would be a miracle that
works both ways.

Health, whether of body or mind,
whether of individual or group or
nation, is dynamic. Disease affects
the like of mankind—see, for exam-
ple, the unhappy results of diseased
thinking in the case of India in
regard to their place in the fellow-
ship of nations; in Palestine in their
relation to Britain. Our thoughts
about health are too largely nega-
tive. We take disease and illness
so largely for granted that we neg-
lect to put a positively healthy at-
titude into our human relations.

The tragedy of modern life is not
alone the homeless millions who
havg to find a new center for their
fa_mlly life once more at the expen-
dltgre of tears and toil and sweat.
It is not alone the physical illness
of milliens including children who
have never known a decent meal
ora fyiendly family life as a normal
experience, and whose bodies un-
giernourished are a prey to many
ills constituting a burden almost
unbearable. It is more than all a
spiritual condition which, even in
America, General Smuts has iden-
tified as an “emptiness of spirit”.
Fear of the future, affects all na-
tions rich or poor. Apathy presents

Truly a -

- porate or cooperative act.

A Miracle Of Healing

By LESLIE B. MOSS

unbreached walls of spiritual emp-
tiness too formidable to be readily
overcome. Almost worse than apa-
thy and illness, deadly as they are,
is confusion, Mankind has no clear
purpose, nor any certainty as to how
or where it may be found. And so
we make little advance amid con-
flicting winds of thought.

Healing, as is so often said, is

not simply a physical but a spiritual -

process. It is for this reason that
we find that the Christian program
of Relief and Restoration, as an
opportunity to minister
Name”, carries a healing quality not
evident in ordinary relief programs.

“In His -

realm of medicine or surgery, the
day has gone by when one indi-
vidual saves a life. Modern scien-
tific study and research brings to

-every hospital or to every doctor’s

skill the contribution of a myriad of
persons;—Medicines—developed in
laboratories as a result of many
separate acts of research and long
processes of study; Nurses—trained
in techniques developed in a thou-
sand places; Hospitals—filled with
instruments and facilities which are
the products of painstaking and
careful planning and widespread
public support.

So the ‘miracle of healing of hu-

It is the personal and the voluntary
effort which releases a transform-
ing friendliness. “A smile is of
greater curative influence than a
thousand dollars”. -But tangible
gifts have a therapeutic value, too.
They make real the concern and the
interest of those who are never
seen. = They provide, as in" our
Church World Service program, a
predisposing ‘atmosphere in which
the Church may speak its word of
courage and hope and new purpose.
For it is the spirit which gives life.
It is the spirit which helps perform
the needed miracle. .

A national- of one one of the gev-
astated countries of Europe - vrote
not. long since, “Bridges we can

rebuild, but who will rebuild the’

shattered and broken. spirits of
men”. Such healing is possible
when we supply those streams of
spiritual plasma through the ave-
nues of the Church which will send
the flood of new purpose coursing
through the veins of the world.
The miracle of healing is a cor-
In the

manity is not a thing one individual
can accomplish, or one country, or
even one church group. Our re-
sources of faith may be ever so
great, but the multitude of indi-
vidual contacts required makes all
our relief work a corporate act. We
early recognized this fact among
our churches here. It was even
more clearly foreshadowed in plan-
ning among the churches of Europe.
It-is just because we have deter-
mined to work together in our effort
to bring healing that there is a
real chance of success.

How remarkably this is true has
been demonstrated in the little
country of Siam. The Japanese
invasion in this tropical rice-grow-
ing country upset the supplies of
malaria-fighting medicines. When
the Japanese withdrew the Siamese
farmers were so ridden with mal-
aria as to make rice growing well
nigh impossible. The churches of
America through Church.World Ser-

.vice shipped in to the missionary

doctors 40,521 tons of medical sup-
plies including atabrine for fighting

malaria. Atabrine had been bring-
ing $1 per tablet on the black
market, it was so scarce and so
urgently needed. Then cdme one of
the modern marvels of organiza-
tion. Government officials, business
men, civilians, all worked with the
mission doctors to insure the equi-
table distribution of these healing
tablets to the ultimate consumer—
the malaria-infested farmer and
civilian. So painstakingly and care-
fully was this done that more than
300,000 people were relieved of the
deadly disease. The price of ata-
brine was broken as completely as
the fever so that a black market no
longer flourished and tablets could
then be bought by those who needed
them at one cent each.

It should not be forgotten that
the healing of the Siamese farmers
not only worked a miracle in their
lives but enabled them to raise
greatly increased quantities of rice
which relieved the hunger of addi-
tional tens of thousands in their
own land and as far away as, India
and Burma. .

It is not too much to anticipate
that such a healing as may be
brought by our outpouring of gifts,
may in the end- bring healing to
ourselves. We, too, are afflicted
with the evils of fear, and apathy
and confusion. But concentration
on the importance of carrying God’s
mercy to our fellowmen who are
His children may open the door of
new purpose and direction for us,
as we hope it will do for them.

The world needs a mass miracle
of healing. We ourselves are part
of that need. But apathy wins no
battles in healing whether spiritual
or physical. Our devotion to. the
bringing of such a ministry and wit-
ness to God’s healing power may
well release for the whole of man-
kind a new manifestation of the
power of God in man’s affairs. We

_ can make a ministry to world health

—the basis for a new world—one
world—an ‘enduring society. The
Lenten and Easter period is a nat-
ural time in our Christian life to
stress this opportunity. A new de-
votion to our Lord is certainly cen-
tral. A new consciousness of our
own potential power to help work
this miracle of healing and new
life should lift our hearts to new
levels of consecrated service and
giving.

The channel through which many
of the denominations in this coun-
try are extending our united minis-
try of healing is Church World Se1:-
vice. Such fresh unity of action is
a miracle. The healing to be accom-
plished with your help can be great-
ly magnified. (The Methodist Com-
mittee for Overseas Relief is the
natural agency for Methodists who
desire to participate in these acts
of healing. We have eagerly sup-
ported Church World Service in
all of its relief projects. If you
wish to share in this world wide
program, send your cash gifts az_td
inquiries to the Methodist Commit-
tee for Overseas Relief, 150 Fifth
Ave., New York 11, N. Y.)

I have learned that money is not
the measure of a man, but it is often
the means of finding out how small
he is.—Smith.

If you want folks to listen, use
good English and not too much of
it.—Ex.

G S i i R  aae

——_ Y
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'LIVING A DAY AT A TIME

Every morning offers us an op-
portunity to start all over again,
The failures and mistakes of yester-
day should not be allowed to be-
cloud the new day. What someone
has called “the leavings of other
days” may best be handled as the
Apostle disposed of them—*“forget-
ting those things which are behind
... I press toward the mark.”

The late Bishop John H. Vincent
had the custom of repeating to him-
self each morning the following but
far-reaching resolution, which may
serve as a model for us:

‘I will this day try to live a
simple, sincere, and serene life; re-
pelling promptly every thought of
discontent, anxiety, discouragement,
impurity, and self-seeking; cultivat-
ing  cheerfulness, magnanimity,
charity, and the habit of holy sil-
ence; exercising economy in expen-
diture, carefulness in conversation,
diligence in appointed service, fidel-
ity to every trust, and a child-like
faith in God.”

In _order that we may carry out
such a resolution, we must begin
each day with God. Through com-
munion with Him in prayer and
meditation, and through the study
of His Word, we shall find that
cleansing of mind and heart and
that clarifying of vision which will
enable us. to make this day a truly
new one in our experience.—Chris-
tian Observer,

“WHAT HAVE I DONE”

These were the words uttered
with an air of injured innocence by
a man who has just confessed parti-
cipation in the torture and murder
of several millions of persons in a
concentration camp. )

“What have 1 done,” is the echo
of a moral bankruptey that has
spread across the world.

The psychology that assumes men
must be moved by irresistible im-
pulses is not the refuge of Nazi
militarists alone,

It shows its hideous form in every
department of our modern life, and
is the stock excuse of. every moral
delinquency,

What does not so readily appear
is that, without 2 sense of moral
integrity, a beljef in freedom, life
is not worth living, and society
becomes a veritable hell.

Courses of action known to be
wrong but pursued because “others
are doing it”; because “it is busi-
ness”; because to protest against
evil is dangerous; because by mur-
der we can assure our own safety!

With the denial of God, the sanc-
tity of the person, and the spiritual
mandates, the sanctions of right-
eousness are lost,

When this spirit becomes general
enough we witness the dissolution
of society,

“What have I done” becomes the
token of final moral degeneration.

—Ralph Tyler Flewelling
In The Union Signal

—_—

Self-interest lies at the heart of
all that is wrong with men and
nations today.—Ex.

—_—
If a man cannot be a Christian

in the place where he is, he cannot
be a Christian anywhere.—Beecher,
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THE SECRET OF A GREAT LIFE

. Jesus lived the greatest life ever
witnessed on this earth. Even those
who deny his divinity and the fact
of his resurrection from the dead
freely admit this, Infidels, atheists
and agnostics who deny much of
his teaching admit that he lived a
wonderful life. There are certain
qualities and practices that made
his life in the flesh what it was,
It is only as we imbibe those quali-
ties and follow hig example that we
approach great living. What were
the things that made him stand
above all others? When we speak
of Jesus in the past tense we are
not implying that he does not live
today. He is the contemporary of
every generation. We are thinking
primarily of the thirty-three years
he lived here in the flesh.

Jesus was the most unselfish per-
son who ever lived, If he ever
committed one selfish act it is not
recorded. If a single selfish desire
or though was ever in his mind,
none of the recorded deeds or words
ever imply it. The thought of others
was constantly in his mind, The
desire to help others was one of
the guiding principles of his life.
He lived and died for others. It is
only as we try to follow him along
this line that we even approach
great living. ‘

Selfishness is so common and un-
selfishness is so rare that one does
not have to have many talents to
live greatly. Even the one-talent
person who lives for others will
become an outstanding individual
in any community., We are not
accountable for what has been de-
livered to us in the way of talents,
but we are accountable for the way
we use them. The one-talent per-
son who fully uses his talent for
others may not accomplish as much
as a ten-talent individual who does
even half what he should, but in
the sight of God he lives a greater
life. Jesus said the widow gave
more than all though her contribu-
tion was only two mites—Iess than
one penny of our money. Others,
out of their abundance had given
great amounts, but she out.of her
poverty had given all she had,

Great living begins where
sacrifices are made.

Jesus was on his way to Jerusa-
lem to give his life for mankind.
Salome came requesting that her
sons, James and John, be next to
him in power in his kingdom. The
other ten were greatly angered by
the request. Christ went on to ex-

plain to them that greatness in his

kingdom was measured only in
terms of service, They who would
be great must minister to others,
The greatest of all must be the
servant of all. A few hours later
they went to the upper room. They
had been walking for mileg in the
dust. Their feet were dirty. There
was no servant to wash them. Not
one of the disciples would stoop
so low as to do such an humble
task. At the Very moment when
Jesus was most conscious of his
divinity; when he fully realized that
he came from God the Father and
was about to return to him, he
girded himself with a towel, poured
water in a basin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet. Imagine their
embarrassment! Dg yYou wonder
that at first Peter refused to permit
the Lord to do such a lowly task
Jesus was simply putting
into practice his own teaching; the
greatest of all had become the ser-
vant of all. Greatness, even for him
as well as for others, was measured
in terms of service.

Many refuse to go all out in theijr
interest in, thoughts of and service
to others. They fee] that there ig
so much selfishness in the world
that an attitude of complete unse]-
fishness would pe 8reatly abused.
There are those who insist that the
Jesus way of life will not work in
our modern world. If that be true
then the world has gone far astray
from what God intendeq that it
should be. Christiang are in the
world to transform it, not conform
it, not conform to it,

It is high time that we dare to
follow Chrisl, even though others
may take advantage of our so doing,
Jesus himself went that way though
it ended with the Cross.
traveled that roag though his life
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5 “LOVE THYSELF LAST” H A biologist tells how he watched
. £ an ant carryin a piece of straw
Love thyself last. Look near,. behold thy duty :  which seome}:i f bigpbucrden for it,
To those who walk beside thee down life’s road; :  The ant came to a crack in the earth
Make glad their days by little acts of beauty, £ which was too wide for it to cross,
And help them bear the burden of earth’s road. ot stood for a time, as though pon-
z ) £ dering the situation, then put the
H Love thyself last. Look far and find the stranger, £ straw across the crack and walked

Who staggers ’neath, his sin and hig despair; £ over upon it, 4

Go lend a hand, and lead him out of danger, , E What a lesson or us! . The burden
E To heights where he may see the world is fair, £ can become the bridge for progress,
g ' £ if we endeavor by God’s help to
H Love thyself lqst. The vastnesses above thee :  live the overcoming life—War Cry.
: . Are filled with Spirit Forces, strong and pure. R —— ———e .
And_fervently, these fazth{ul friends shall love thee: £ went out in tragedy. The rich
E Keep thou thy watch o'er others and endure. { young ruler thought the price too
. . i great and the wa too hard, but
Love thyself last; and oh, such joy shall thrill thee, H gvho really succeed);d he or Paul?
H As never yet to selfish soul was given, P We will lot history, answer that
: Whate’er thy lot, a perfect peace shall fill thee, » H question, Everything else in life
: And earth shall seem the ante-room of Heaven, £ has failed. Is it not time that we
: ) . I give Christianity a real tria] by
Love thyself last, and thou shall grow in Spirit £ taking Christ seriously and attempt-
To see, to hear, to know, and understand, ] ing to follow his example? The
The message of the stars, lo, thou shalt hear it, £ .Word of God will not return to him
And all God’s joys shall be at thy command. £ void and the way of Christ is not
) —Ella Wheeler Wilcox £ a blind alley that leads nowhere.
i In Poems of Inspiration £ He has promised that when<ye deal
-ElllllllllllIIllllllllI|llllllll"l"lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIIIlIIllllIIll!lllllllIlllllllIIllllllll"lllIlllllllIlllIIlllIlllllllllllllllllllD- a]trujSt-ically With OtheI'S that great

measure of good will come back
to us. He even speaks of it being
heaped-up and running over.

According to Jesus the poet was
right who said, “Give to the world
the best you have and the best will
come back to you.” We are all
aware that when we bring a smiling
visage to the glass we meet a smile,
The same thing is true with a deed
of kindness. Our world is largely
what we make it. The trouble ig
we have not been very busy making
a better world, What if these re-
turns do not always come back in
the way of money? After all, money
is not the big thing in life, «
man’s true life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he
Possesses.”

What a person belongs to is far
more important in great living than
what belongs to him., Membership
in the Church—the body of Christ,
is one of our greatest privileges.
Efforts to help build a world order
in which God is recognized as the
Creator of all ang the potential
Father of all ang the privilege of
all people” through Christ becoming
brothers will be rewarded through-
out eternity. These are the big
things in life, These are the only
things that will matter a hundred
and fifty years from now in the life
of any person who now lives on
this earth. We must not be like
those of whom it was said, “The
world is too much with us; getting
and spending we lay waste our
powers,” We need to spend and
be spent for the spiritual life and
in so doing we will lay up treasures
both for others and for ourselves in
heaven. This is the secret of g
great life as revealeq by Jesus
Christ—H. Q. B,

O]
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A WEEKLY
MESSAGE

“GOD KNOWS”

One day, when I lived in Fordyce, I went
down to the railroad station to sec the Cotton
Belt train come in. That was one of the most
exciting daily events in the life of the town and
and was generally pretty well attended.

As we waited for the train to come, I
noticed an old Negro with a hammer in his
hand moving up and down the platform.. A
friend told me of a conversation which alleged-
ly took place between him and a traveling man.
The traveling man said to the Negro, “Jim,
what do you do?” Jim answered, “I .works for
the railroad.” “What kind of work do you do?”
said the traveling man. Jim held up the ham-
mer in his hands, and said, “Every time the
train comes in here, whether it's a freight or a *
passenger train, I goes down on this side, and
comes back on the other side, and taps on every
wheel on the train with this hammer.” The
traveling man then said, “What do you do that
for?” Jim looked at him with great surprise.
He seemed dumbfounded for a moment and
then said, “God knows.”

Jim recognized that there were some things
he didn’t know. I have met some white folks
who at a mature age had not yet learned that.
There are some things about life we don’t
know, ,some things we can never know, but
we can always remember that God knows, and
be content with that. There are some things
we do not need to know. They are locked up
in the inscrutable mind of God. Some -day, at
the proper time, He will reveal them to us.
In the meantime, we should be content to say
with Jim, “God knows.”

In Deuteronomy 29:29 there is recorded this
significant text, “The secret things belong unto
the Lord, our Ged, but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and our children for-
ever.” Even Jesus on Calvary cried, “My God,
My God, Why?” Like Him (while in the flesh)
there are many things we do not know, but we
We.should be content to
wait until the “mists have rolled away.” In
the meantime, let us not forget that “God
Lnows” and and trust Him until “the day breaks
and the shadows flee away.”

We have no hope of a strong and verile
nation unless its citizenship be made up of
persons of noble character.—Clifton J. Allen in
The Teacher.

§)EV. CECIL R. CULVER, district superin-
h tendent of the Ft. Smith District, is doing
the preaching in a series of services at the First

Methodist Church, Morrilton. Rev. G. C. Tay- -

lor is pastor.

R. HARRY DENMAN, secretary of the Board

of Evangelism, Nashville, Tenn., was the
guest speaker at the regular meeting of the
Men’s Organization of the First Methodist
Church of El Dorado on Wednesday evening,
February 12.

DR. AND MRS. J. M. WORKMAN of Conway
celcbrated their 54th wedding anniversary
on February 15. They spent the day quietly at
home. Their son, .Dr. J. W. Workman, pastor
of the First Methodist Church, North " Little
Rock, in his broadcast from KARK, Little Rock,
that morning dedicated his message on Chris-
tian Stewardship to his parents.

HE American Bible Society is now printing

500,000 copies of a paper-covered New
Testament in Japanese for early shipment to
Japan. During 1946 the Society sent to Japan,
through the chaplains of the United States Army,
250,000 New Testaments and 329,000 briefer
portions in Japanese, and 128,990 New Testa-
ments in English.

TPEV. R. M. PORTER, pastor of Elmo-Oil

Trough Charge, writes: “Elmo-Oil Trough
Charge has reached quota on Hendrix Campaign
100 per cent, 70 per cent cash and 30 per cent
pledges. We are looking forward to completing
the building of a new church at Oil Trough and
are planning a new church at Salado. We have
$1000.00 fund in hand. We are looking forward
to a good year.”

EV. J. T. WILLCOXON, treasurer of the

North Arkansas Conference, sends the fol-
lowing correction in his report which was car-
ried in our issue of February 20: “An item of
$23.56 on Fourth Sunday Offering, sent in by
Wiggins Memorial Church of Fayetteville,
was omitted. Yarbro - Promised  Land,
Jonesboro District, blank in the report, should
have read ‘Paid out in full on everything.’ A
fine report for Rev. Ray L. McLester, the pastor.”

REV. H. A. AULT, pastor at Princeton, writes:
“The four-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Harrison was burned so badly on Monday,
February 24, that he died at 2:30 p. m. The
hands of both father and mother were badly
burned. Rev. Charles VanHorn of Fountain
Hill, a former pastor, held the funeral services
on Tuesday, assisted by Rev. J. A. Newell of
Sparkman, and the writer. A large crowd at-
tended the funeral in Macedonia Church of the
Princeton Charge.”

1¥4 James L. Baugh of Malvern, and mother of
Rev. Stanley T. Baugh, pastor of Grand Avenue
Methodist Church, Hot Springs, died in a Mal-
vern hospital on February 23. Funeral services
were held Monday afternoon, February 24, with
Rev. Dan Robinson in charge, assisted by Rev.
R. B. Moore and Rev. J. A. Henderson. Other
survivors are Mrs, Mabel Caldwell, Malvern;
Mrs. Myrtle Snodgrass, San Marino, California;
Henry H. Baugh, Denver, Colorado, and Odie
0. Baugh, Malvern.

"! RS. JULIA FRANCES BAUGH, wife of

R. C. M. REVES, manager of the Hendrix

Campaign, announces that a full report will
be carried in the April 10 issue of the Arkansas
Methodist. The report will be by charges, not
by churches. The following items will be in-
cluded: (1) Name of charge, (2) Amount of
quota, (3) Amount in cash,” (4) Amount in
pledges, (5) Total raised. The district quota
will be announced in connection with the report.
So that copy may be properly prepared for the
printer and a good position assured, district
superintendents’ report should be in our office
not later than April 4,

VAST RELIEF GOES TO EUROPE, ASIA

Clothing, food and soap—in that order—
made the bulk of the four and a half million
pounds of relief materials which twenty-six -
American Protestant denominations sent over-
seas in 1946 through the shipping center of
Church World Service, at New Windsor, Mary-
land. One of these sending churches was the
Methodist Church, serving through the Metho-
dist Committee for Overseas Relief. Of the
total shipments, which went to every nation in
Europe to which military authorities would per- :
mit shipments, as well as to China, Japan, and
the Philippines, 3,105,000 pounds were in cloth-
ing of all kinds; 1,395,000 pounds in food, mostly
canned; and 18,649 pounds of commercial soap, |
52,000 pounds of homemade soap, and 4,267
pounds of candles. In addition there were
bicycles, shoes, bedding, kitchen utensils. ;

100 MISSIONARIES “CLEARED” FOR
JAPAN

|
I
More than one hundred American Protes-

tant missionaries, formerly serving in Japan, |
have been “cleared” with the American occupa- |
tional authorities for return to service there.[
Half of that number are already in Japan; the .
others should be back within the next fcwg
months. Those now returned are principally

engaged in schools, social work, rural evange- |
lism, and in church extension and administra-

tion. When the “old timers” have been return-l
ed to Japan, it is expected that new missionaries;‘
will be recruited for special forms of service.

“IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED”
(Continued from Page 1)

On a two-thirds vote of both houses, a law |
adopted by a popular vote of the people
can be repealed. It should never be done,
however, unless there is plain evidence that
there has been a radical reversal of sentiment
on the part of the people who adopted the law
by their vote. This bill was not introduced be-
cause of any reversal of sentiment on this
question. Instead of a reversal, there has been
an intensifying of sentiment favorable to our
present local option laws. This our legislators
well know. In the face of that fact, this bill
has been introduced, not because of a reversal
of sentiment, but because of the unmistakable
evidence of a growing dry sentiment thet
threatens to sweep the liquor business out of
Arkansas. .

This is a vicious bill that disregards the
will and the votes of thousands of the citizens
of Arkansas. If adopted, it will create tn¢
hottest liquor fight that Arkansas has had ir
many a day. It is our humble judgment that it
would guarantee a large number of new faces
in the next legislature.

The thousands of people in Arkansas, Why
wrote the present local option law by ther
own ballots, should rise up in a body and le!
this legislature know that they will not toler'ate
the repeal of a law adopted by the people which:
is more popular now than when it was adopted.
If the wets, for their disreputable business, “try,
‘try again” so should.we, and with increasec
purpose and determination. Let your will b,
known to your Senator, Representative and the
Governor. l

IS ANYONE HER SENIOR?

Mrs. Eva Reynolds has been a member o
the Red Creek, N. Y., Methodist Church for 8
years. Methodist Information, 160 Fifth Ave:
New York 11, would like to have the factslf
you know of anyone who has been 2 member;
longer. :

The only remedy for the disillusionment ©
foreign Christigns when they come to this couw-

try is the spread of stewardship teaching an¢
Fairfield.

practice in our churches—Wynn C.
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(This- sermon is the ninth in a
series of twelve sermons on various
themes of Stewardship. These ser-
mons are prepared by ministers of
the Littlee Rock and North Arkan-
sas Conferences and are published

in connection with the current em-
N

phasis in the Crusade for Christ.
The picture illustrations used with
the series have been supplied by
the General Board of Lay Activities
and the Crusade for Christ.)

HERE was a certain rich
. man.” With those words,

Jesus drew back the curtain

upon a scene of desperate
tragedy-—a scene enacted in this
earthly life and which was carried
over into the life bevond. It is
designated here as the tragedy of
wilful blindness. That means, of
course, a spiritual blindness which
results from utter negiect, or indif-
ference toward one’s responsibility
in the stewardship of life. Jesus
left no uncertainty as to the far-
reaching effects of such maladmin-
istration of the great trust which
life imposes upon all to whom ma-
terial goods, as well as native gifts,
are .committed. The ‘teaching of
the parable reveals how truly we
are “our brother’s keeper”. But it
also unfolds before us the damag-
ing effects upon both the keeper’s
soul and his brother’s welfare when
one fails in his obligation. The
effect is so far-reaching as to have
its counterpart in heaven as well
as in this earthly life.

The problem which this parable
presents has to do with the rela-
tionship of the material and spirit-
ual realms of life. How can they be
Brought together to function accord-
ing to God’s creative purpose? To
state the problem more specifically,
how can God’s abundant resources
and .man’s dire needs be brought to-
gether to serve the common wel-
fare? Dives is the living symbol
of material abundance, while Laza-
rus, on the other hand, represents
the existence of human need. The
tragedy of wilful blindness enters
at the point where Dives fails to
see that situation at a time when
he could have done something about
it. He did come to see it later, in
the day of judgment, but only after
opportunity had passed on and des-
tiny had become fixed as a great
gulf between the two.

There seems to be a failing all too
common in human experience that
when one’s own needs are so amply
provided for, or greatly over-sup-
plied as in the case of Dives, it
becomes more difficult to see the
other fellow’s need and feel a spirit
of compassion for his predicament
which will stir us to action. But
there is where the responsibility of
stewardship comes in, and we dare
not run away from it when oppor-
tunity knocks at our door. We must
remember that God 1is looking
yearningly upon every such scene,
because he is interested and deeply
concerned with each needy situas
tion from which his great resources
are being withheld. God created
physical -blessings to meet human
need and he is awaiting the re.

sponsa on -the hUMSR agency nogr

-
)

The Tragedy Of Willful Blindness

By JOSEPH E. FULKERSON, Pastor, Scott Street Mcthodlst Church,

thtle Rock

at hand to bring them together:
For example, Jesus drew the oppo-
site picture in another parable from
that of Dives, whercin he portrays
the Good Samaritan stooping down
over a victim, bringing resources
and neceds together, and thus also
fulfilling his own divine responsi-
bility. For {truly, that is a picture
of God stooping there through the
human agency to rcliecve an unde-
sired situation.

Dives’ example of wilful blind-

more, it was and. is for man’s use.
From that time on down to this
day, man has been “a worker to-
gether with God” for the high {ful-
fillment of the creative purposc.
The way in which man has ad-
ministered God’s creation has been
the determining factor in his own
cternal worth. Tt has brought man’s
inner capacily for spiritual endow-
ment into such close association
with material things that the two
arc welded together in his person-

I
st

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

ness leads us to consider the stew-
ardship of life in the light of God’s
resources versus human nceds, and
one’s personal responsibility in re-
lation to eternal rewards, or judg-
men, according as its acceptance
or rejection may determine.
God’s material resources have
been. made available in unlimited
abundance. Dives is pictured as
having had his share. The Crea-
tion story in Genesis gives us a
conception of divine ownership
Whlch has come down through
many generations. We’ have had
time to see that man is not the
creator of the material realm, but
the administrator of those goods
while his earthly pilgrimage en-
dures. God created all things and
saw that everything he created was
good. God was pleased with His
Creation and then created man to
have dominion gver it.  Further.

ality. Man cannot live without phy-
sical and material accruments, and
certainly “he cannot live by bread
alone”. He is a spiritual being
with capacity and power to dis-
cover, order, and distribute the
material abundance as God’s stew-
ard. That fact imposes upon man a
divine obligation and makes him ac-
countable unto God for the way
in which he meets his responsibility.

The burden of Jesus’ teaching in .

this parable of Dives and Lazarus
is intended to bring out in bold
relief the results from one’s failure
to be a faithful steward. As it
stands in this case, Dives f{ailed,
and in the day of judgment he
stood accountable before God and
in the presence of his violated con-
science to answer for the truth
committed to him in his share of
God’s material abundance.

RIARH] unnecessary 1o over-labor
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the point of God’s abundance of
material resources which have been
provided, except to emphasize the
reality of its availability in contrast

with the want and woe of many °

of God’s pcople. There is plenty
for all, but there is not enough for
a few 1p have all, while all others
have little, or none, as symbolized
in Lazarus. We are face to Tace
with that problem in our genera-
tion. Large sections of our human
family arc denied the actual ncces-
sitics of life, while other portions
of it fare sumptuously every day.
Dr. Ralph Sockman raises the ques-
tion in his book “The Fine Art of
Using”, as to whether the earth
can produce enough for a popula-,
tion of three billion people, the
maximum population it is estimated
will be reached within another cen-
tury. He cites a study of popula-
tion trends made by Kirtley Mather,
who cays, in his book, “Enough and
to Spare”, that the material pro-
visions God has made are sufficient.
This we do know; there is a suffi-
ciency now and there always has
been ample resourcgg available. But
we also know that e¥en now, and in
every age, there are those standing
in great need who are separated
from the source of supply and
denied its use.

is true of most every community,
for the world is but an aggregate
of communities. That brings it clos-
er to our doorstep. But Jesus
brought the issue even nearer when
he actually placed the responsibility

in describing Dives, who had some-
thing to share, but did not. The
tragic outcome was that his self-
developed blindness prevented him
from seeing it until in his later tor-
ment. “Son, remember that thou
in thy lifetime receivest thy good
things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things.” 1t is better to face Jesus’
issue now than to whit until the
great gulf is fixed which cannot
be crossed back again to redeem
the time and opportunity once pre-
sented. Therein rests the ultimate
tragedy of wilful blindness. Jesus
hoped to avert a repetition of that
tragedy in the life of everyone who
would hear his words and do them.
The Church, in its concentration of
emphasis in the Year of Steward-
ship, has likewise that same end in
view—to arouse people of privilege
to their responsibility.

These human needs which lay be-
fore our gates constantly offer op-
portunity for the fulfillment of our
stewardship of life. There are so
many to be met that all of life is
rendered an opportunity. One need
not wait until a beggar full of sores
comes to his gate before feeling
called upon to share his substance
and offer his assistance. Jesus
merely drew the picture and made
Lazarus the common symbol of need
which is ever with .us, ever open-
ing avenues for services that prove
a steward’s eternal waorth.

The approach to the problem is
one of prevention. ‘That involves
the development of a Christian con.

{Cantinued en Page 7)

What is true of a world situation

within every individual’s thresheld _
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ILDREN’S PAGE

ANNIE WINBURNE, Editor

are everywhere. The tall mountain
sides glisten with frozen snow, and
the noisy brook is quiet and still.
The sun goes to bed ever so early
in the afternoon, and sometimes
wonderful lights shoot across the
sky. Sigrid is never tired of looking
at them. Sometimes the lights form
a sparkling arch; then they change
and scatter, shooting out long rays
of green, and glue, and rosy red.

The long night time comes and
Sigrid hears the cattle lowing their
“good-nights” from their comfort-
able barns, father comes in for
supper, and Sigrid knows it is bed-
time,.

But Dbefore father kisses his
daughter and says, “God bless thee,”
he takes the “Good Book” (do you
know what book that is?) and
reads a story out loud to Sigrid and
mother. Then Sigrid kneels as
father prays that God will be near
them all through the night.

Throughout the cold snow time
the days are short and the nights
long, but the summer brings lovely,
long days. Then there is great fun
for Sigrid with haymaking, feeding
the lambs and chicks, and happy
rides on her-shaggy, long-tailed
pony. In the evening Sigrid
watches mother at her embroidery
frame and spinning wheel. She
means to be as clever as mother
when she is old enough to learn.

Summer brings church-going,
too, for in the winter the little girl
cannot ride across the frozen roads
to church. Sigrid loves the long
ride and the rest afterwards in the
cool church. She stands up when

After services the old minister
always asked Sigrid into his house,
where they have coffee and dear
little cakes. When the little girl

had finished her cakes she remem-.

bered her manners and says,
“Thanks for meat.”” Then down
come wonderful picture books, full
of stories of brave men who left

. home far away to come to Iceland

to help the snowland people. Sigrid
listens to the old minister when he
says, “And now our brave men go
to other countries to help the men,
women and little children; the love
of God is in their hearts.”

Sigrid’s blue eyes opened wide.
“Perhaps some day I shall-go, too;
what can I do?” And our little sis-
ter in Iceland joins with us and we
sing together:

“We are but little children weak,

Nor have we any high estate;

What can we do for Jesus’ sake,

Who is so high and good and great?”

—Little Children of Mission Lands,
in Christian Evangelist

“Did you fall down with your
good pants on, Tommie?”’ asked
mother.

“Well, Mom, there wasn’t time
to take them off,” replied Tommie.

“When are you going back to
school, Mary?”»

“I'm not going back, because the
teacher’s gone mad.”

“Gone mad!”

“Yes. One week she told us four
and one make five, today she told
us three and two make five.”

A young soldier reports that he
joined the Army for three reasons:
“First, I wanted to defend my
country. Second, I knew it would
build me up physically. Third,

they came and got me.”
* % *

Two Irishmen were discussing the
illness of a third. )

«pgor Flannigan,” sal d one.
“Faith, I'm sore afraid he's. going
to die.” ) ) )

“Why should he die?” inquired
the other. . ] ’

“Oh, he’s got so thin. You're
thin, and I'm thin, goodness knoyvs,
but pore Flannigan, sure he’s thin-
ner than both of us put together.”

% * *

A corn syrup company_is said to
have received the following letter:

“Gentlemen:
“you are frauds; I have used three

cans of your corn Syrup and my
feet still hurt. I want my money
back.”

% £ *

Medical Officer: “Have you any
organic trouble?” ] '
Recruit: “No, sir, I ain’t a bit

musical.”
x w %

Student: “And poor Harry was
killed by a revolving crane.” ‘
Englishwoman: “My, word! What

fierce birds you have in America.”
: ’ x ® ¥

’

No one can remain unhappy when
he is trying to think how he can
make someone else happy, or how to
make his own life more useful, and
less complaining. — George M.
Adams.
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SIGRID OF THE SNQW-LAND E : , . FINGER PLAY
Sigrid cannot remember the time = z . .
when she was a baby, and she thinks £ : ; gwo h,:ﬁle (_lilouses Sgu.t utp~t1g}.)th
it very strange when mother tells "2 £ Y Tpr?nl'ttle °°r51 ann lus 1}‘} sight
her' that the wooden cradle that £ Y Ae le a(f ptioptzr? ’ m ’; ”;? _
stands in a corner of the room was £ : ® tirI:el ytos 0 school on
once her little nest. H z ’ . 3
“How very small I must have £ : Directions
been, mother,” she says. £ E 1. Place backs of hands together,
You would love to seec Sigrid’s E i interlock fingers and close hands
cradle! It is made of dark, polished E :  (fingers will be inside). Use thumbs
wood and has its headpicce and sides £ - ¢ for doors:
carved in a wonderful pattern. 5 E 2. Open doors and show fingers.
Mother is very proud of it, for she E N B Hold hands in upright posi-
had been rocked in it when a baby, £ £ tion.
and so had Sigrid’s grandmother, £ H 4. As this last line is repeated
too! It is very old and very pre- H H bring hands forward in the rhythm
cious, and mother has rubbed.and £ : of marching—The United Church
polished it until the dark~ wood 2 ¢ Observer.
shines beautifully. Inside there is £ H
a little soft bed, filled with light E Z .
fluffy feathers as soft>as thistle- £ i A MUSICIAN OF BOHEMIA
down, E E .
It must have been lovely to have £ E By Margaret Zinn
slept on such a soft bed, in such a £ : ' E Once a ragged little boy follow-
wonderful nest! But if it was very OLD FRIENDS { ed a strolling musician as he moved
nice to be Sigrid as a wee baby it : . i from corner to corner on the streets
must be even better to be Sigrid as I - I'have a mice new dolly i of the little village of Mulhausen,
she is now. - . With curls and eyes of blute, ) £ Bohemia. The boy’s father was a
Her home is a big farmhouse in And all her clothes are perfect, £ butcher and wished his son to con-
the country The silting-room is £ Down to her tiny shoe. : tinue in the same trade. But cut-.
long with a low ceiling that has £ . £ ting meat was hard to do when the
beams of wood across. In the win- £ i I love her just an awful lot, { strains of a violin were floating
ter time a great fire of wood burns : ’ But she can’t take the place £ hauntingly through the window.
in the chimney corner. Then the E Of my cuddly rag doll, Betty, E This boy was Antonin Dvorak,
room is beautifully snug and the 2 With her plain and jrzendlyE:fa‘(/:\?. £ destined to become the great Bo-
firelight dances on the walls and £ - R - { hemian musician. He was born
ceilings, and llghtS up the carved hlllllllllllllllnlul||||ulluun|||l||||||||||||||nl|||||||ll|||ll||||lll|lnlIllllIllIlllllllllllllu||||||||uu|ln|llllllIll|llllllll"l"l“"""E September 8, 1841. His parents were
cradle in the corner, ' = a Very poor, so he had very little
Through the window Sigrid can the people sing their raises and : H education and very little musical
see the white world. Snow and ice Singspheg very %est. P £ m"g}JST FOR":FUN g (raining. But he listened intently

to the few musicians who came to
the village.

Soon he was traveling along the
highways and through the forests
of his native country, always listen-
ing to the songs of the peasants,
paying his way by fiddling for fairs
and weddings. Later, he gave the
world great symphonies through
which are woven these simple folk
tunes.

After he became famous in his
own country, he was invited to tour
the United States. While here, he
gathered folk tunes from different
parts of America and wove them
into one of our greatest musical
compositions, The New World
Symphony. In it we find such old
familiar melodies as “Swing Low
Sweet Chariot” and many others.

“Humoresque” is perhaps the
most familiar of his Bohemian com-
positions.—Upward.

THE NEW KITE

By Margaret H. Francis
Today when we went riding
I took my kite along.
The wind was blowing merrily;
The string was new and strong.

I opened the car window

" The wind snatched at my kite,

And up and up and up it went—
It was o pretty sight.

But when I tried to haul it in
The new string broke in two;
My kite was just a tiny speck
Against the sky’s deep blue.

. —Christian Evangelist,
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Louisiana Methodists Mark Century With Drama

BISHOP AND MRS. PRUL £, MARTIN 07 Alz TAE

ICK,ARK, , AT TEND THE CENTENN. 7
.‘gng:si?gv IN CENTURY-QRD FRSHIons

OPELOUSAS, La.—Bishop Paul
Martin of Little Rock, Ark., and 21
Methodist preachers from all parts
of the State, garbed as old-time cir-
cuit riders, re-enacted, just as it
happened here in January, 1847, the
organization of the Louisiana Meth-
odist Conference. Bishop Martin
played the role of Bishop Joshua
Soule of Nashville, who called the
initial session. The clerical actors,
faithful to history, rode on horse-
back from the outskirts of the city.
The ceremonies also commemorated
140 years of Methodist preaching in
the State. Plans are under way to
erect a Centennial Memorial Church
here to replace the present “Mother
Church”.

During the century the few pas-
toral charges have multiplied to
number 211 with 444 regular preach-
ing places. There are 100,000 Meth-

LRy
% GARBED AS OLD~
TIME CIRCUIT }
i RIDERS, METHODIST 4
2 PREACHERS REEMICTIE
S THE ORGANIZATION
G OF THE AOUISIANA

METHoDIST -
CONFERENCE

NUINISTERS AT THE CELEBRATION

REPRESENT THE ORIGINAL

CQIRCIIT RIDERS

odist. members in the State whose $7,000,000.

churches and parsonages list over
( The Methodist congre-

- THE TRAGEDY OF WILFUL
BLINDNESS

(Continued from Page 5)

science in the matter of both indi-
vidual and collective stewardship,
which sees to it that Lazarus shall
not he reduced to the condition he
presehts before the palatial gates of
Dives. Prevention also works for
good in another direction, toward
Dives; for had he been engaged in
an enterprise whose interests were
centered in human welfare, he
would not have experienced the
tragedy of wilful blindness creeping
into his life to become a fixeq pat-
tern of conduct. Preventative meas-
use is the goal to reach after.
However, past and present failure
to apply such wisdom, seems to be
our besetting sin. We prefer .to
reduce men to want ang misery,
and then, under pressure, minister
inadequately to their bare necessi-
ties, or not at all. Our socia] vision
is blind when it allows destructive
" forces to operate for profit’s sake
and then maintain institutions and
courts to salvage the human wreck-
age, such as is evidenced in man’s
Worst enemy, the liquor business,
Qur social effort maintains a mini-
mum of Christian education and
missjonary effort as over against

an all-out military operation involhv-
ing millions of human ga§ualt1es
and the expenditure of billions of
dollars. This preferred policy oper-
ates in many areas of life, bot}} in
local communities and on a wider
front,

As a result, Lazarus is still at
the gate of Dives today,_hungry
and full of sores. His name ‘1s.1f3g10.n
and our immediate responsibility is
to bring relief, and at .the same
time build safeguards against a con-
tinuous repetition of the prgct}ce.
Physically, Lazarus is the v1(;t1m-
ized product of just such an attitude
and spirit as Dives presents. If '.che
latter is responsible for .thg creation
of Lazarus’ condition, it is hardly .
to be expected that his unfeecling
indifference toward the fortunes
and fate of his fello.wman would
undergo much change 1n.the way of
response to the immediate appeal
of need. Dives is !1kew1se the fin-
ished product of his own hardnesS
of heart because of hls_ fallureAto
practice the stewa'rdshlp of life.
One cannot but think of what a
great blessing he could be to hu-
manity with his large share of re-
sources at hand. But now he is

ind, spiritually blind. The tragedy
Eilsn s’;gck and the great gulf hag
grown {oo wide to cross back. That

gations contribute annually, for all
burposes, about $2,000,000.

L

Is, it is too wide unless he should ,
permit God to move into his heart
before life’s little day is done.

Yet, as he stands in this parable,
Dives reveals the story of every
human experience wherein the
stewardship of life is not carried
out in keeping with the principles
of Jesus’ teaching. He is comfort-
able and contented in his robes of
purple and fine linen as he fares
sumptuously every day. Why should
he be troubled about any need be-
yond that which his goods supply
to his person? He nced not be,
were 1t not that he is under obliga-
tion as a living soul. He is account-
able unto God for his stewardship
and he is a subject for the day of
reckoning.

Neither should any other person
be troubled, except for the reason,
he too, is created a responsible being
Whose deeper nature is affected by
his reaction to the trust committed,
Jesus spoke of another fool whose
8oods were his god, his comfort and
his refuge. But the inevitable out-
come required his soul and then he
was faced with an answer to the
question, “Whose shall those things

be, which thou hast provided”,

Jesus had just. warned the disciples
against covetousness and declared-
that “a man’s life consisteth not in

the abundance of the things which
he possesseth”. He then moved on
to declare the great principle of
life, “For unto whomsoever much
is given, of him shall be much re-
quired”, - s

In administering the stewardship
of life, we must remember it has
a reciprocal cffect in benefits as
well as at the point applied. That
is, it comes back to the steward.
For “it is more blessed to give than
to receive”., “Cast thy bread upon
the waters, for thou shalt find it
after many days”. Then listen to
Jesus: ““Give, and it shall be given
unto you; good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your
bosom”. And again we hear him
say, “Whosoever shall lose his life
for my sake and the gospel’s, the
same shall save it”.

Dives ignores all of that. Why?
Because he is both comfortable and
spiritually blind. He preferred to
save his life by enjoying his riches
for himself. Naturally, he lost it.
Only his withered soul crossed the
gulf it had created. Al that re-
mained was the consciousness of his
miserable failure of his earthly trust
which now tormented his soul. That
fact furnishes conclusive evidence
of the supreme importance of right-
ly managing earthly possessions, for
they are closely bound up with the
welfare of the hunian spirit as a
determining factor in its destiny.

As we look upon this gripping
drama of life under the flood-lights
of Christiar stewardship, the trage-
dy of wilful blindness revecals its
destrustive power with a -man’s
soul. It moves the heart to a spirit
of compassion, even for Dives, as
we behold his plight both upon
earth and beyond, as a condition
more helpless and hopeless than
that of Lazarus. The latter, at least,
put his trust in God, endured his
physical want and woe, and then
moved on to his eternal reward.

God’s spirit had found him accessi-

ble and it is amazing what God
can do, even with a beggar.

But Dives is hard to reach. He
is snugly and smugly encased in
his physical shell, wherein are no

“windows, and apparently, no door.

Persons interested in advancing
worthy causes for human welfare
and answering to the appeal of
great necd, try again and again to
enter Dives abode, but without suc-
cess. God has unceasingly sought
to reach him with every manner of
divine influence and human appeal,
even to the sending of His only
begotten Son to reveal in a supreme
sacrifice the Father’s love for such
a victim of blindness, but to no
avail. Dives is stone-blind, neither
can he feel. His faith is centered
in his material possessions and they
have molded him into their likeness
—cold, hard and indifferent. His
sense of stewardship is dead and
the great gulf is fixed. The goods
God loaned him to use have, in-
stead, separated him from his bre-
thren and now he is an object of
pity.

We can only pray that his five
brothers whom he spoke of as yet
abiding in his father’s house with
apparently the same attitude of
Dives,
such great opportunities for service
today, will hear some prophetic
voice in this Year of Stewardship
and rise to meet their obligation
unto God by sharing their. gifts,
time and resources in the interest of
human welfare. Each one, in so
doing, shall become a good and
faithful steward of life’s
trust, and shall, at lasf, enter intg
the joy of their Lord,

and that all others having.

sacred.
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o L ——————————————————————————————— w47 EPPER FROM DR. CLINE  conditions, but we have frail ex-
b L o ) pectation of realization before we
NN ?hti follfowlngDexc%r%ts C%mecflr_om have suffered even worse.
BN ﬂ i a letter from Dr. Jonhn W. L50%  14t5 of good things are getting
, h e C hM TC h ¢%0 Sh‘;‘inghal, toha Ll.t,tle; Rocl;qfrxer}x;i. i done. George Workman and fam-
: on Ian;?giz}:tei t§Lpner?r2nJuf;N13 orI ily arrived a week or so ago. They " T
a’nd the felt it a privileged duty to come will be hfr_e‘ m S?a‘n‘ig'n; it Ch
o 1 and share and in no sense have I I am ly{ng a lairly busy !?f
4 ] ' Zt d lost the strength of the conviction. I am treasurer of our SC.CtIOI’%tS wo(r);
i @Mﬂ« Tygm e I am here irregularly, so is Dr. and.manager of 9111' I'DEOPCItY- : -
. . Nance. Our tenure is indefinite. course, I amn mlsswm‘t‘l} tp?s or, 10‘21-
| Shanghai is enormously crowded. Let me assure you that I am gla
By GLENN F. SANFORD Housing is a nightmare unless you to be here and to be at waork. It . Efr]
- are housed. We are not housed at is no hardship, however not casy oiv
h r (o e T 8 all permanently. Living costs are it gayc‘tig. It 1351 rlch'pall;\t Orftllléi;i <o
| I, I.IFE h th we have ever r. Cline’s address is Room 014,
! THE FIRST NATIONAL METHODIST RURAL LIFE much more an we Have trese. 169 Yuen Ming Ylen Rrd., Shanghai,
1 RENCE , known before. Inflation is distres ) g po
‘: CONFE ' ing. We hope for more satisfying China. -
o ; has been 1. The Rural Church and the | _ S —— o
| hnmmonans conterene hag b0S0 o oy Lite = B
B dist Church to be held July 29-30, c 2. ThgtyRu1‘aI Church and the e i S R - on
R P in Li _ ka. ommunity. 0
o, in vl Nobrakn, | O oty and Churn i o i
: . e Lrs ‘ bility. T @ A
! dist Conferente ever called for the : : ith Oth E\g - A E“ B‘Ei . I
specific purpose of planning a na- Chﬁﬁrc(}ieos‘operatlon wi er ; @‘f V@E 3 ¥ Eo L
‘ ggﬁi; ﬂilsml grcg‘g;h I?::éce% astucflhii 6. A National Rural Church Pol- THE NEW
s - icy. L
: | time. L ) . . 7. A Program for the Local £ TE '%f gi
S 1 Unusual inlérest is being mani- church. b
Il N fested ail across the nation in this 8. A Christian World View. n
b i forward movement by our church. Some advance work has already 5 % EE?E%PEE@ “I’ﬂ AT tAk
! | "the Committee on Program and been done by the different commit, R@@EE RUREm iﬂﬁlﬁ? ‘ég L] .
i ‘ ~ Arrangements has decided that tees and the results are now aval‘I-
[ there are at least eight areas of able for distribution. ‘If you will o
L study which should be pursued by send a card to me asking for ma- o
3 the church during 1946-47 in prep- terial on the National Rural Life c !
J: aration for the Lincoln Conference. Conference, I shall forward it to é
i These topics are as follows: you at once. .
;' } METHODIST HOSPITAL SPECIAL CHURCH SERVICE o
| | AND BATH HOUSE NEWS SCHEDULES ADOPTED IN )
! 4 4 I Y 1%
Hoepital superintendent, Rev. R. JERUSALEM

E. Simpson, has returned from Chi- JERUSALEM (By Wireless —

¢ago where he attended a Conven-
tion of Methodist Hospitals and
Homes. He reports a most helpful
and enjoyable meeting.

Superintendent Simpson has an-
nounced that the special operating
table has arrived and will be put
into very good use.

Bath House Manager, Mrs. L. W.
Moffatt reports that the increasing
number of bathers since the first
of the year has continued through
the month of February and antici-
pates such on through the month
of March.

The [ollowing from Hot Springs
were admitted to the hospital dur-
ing the past week: Mary Edna Al-
ford; Mrs. Mildred Grau; Mrs. Lula
Roberts; Mrs.
Mrs. Beulah Robbins; Mrs. Ida Gar-
land; C. L. Davis; Clyde Milam;
Mrs. Ella Hotchkiss; Mrs. Virginia
Kizziar; Mrs. Catherine Ward; Mrs.
Carlene Mason; Mrs. Marjorie Davi-
son; Baby Ronald Cooley; Verley
Athison; Betsy Heinemann; Mrs®
Roalind Noles; Mrs. Mabel Bates;
W. D. Childs; Baby Nancy Kerch-
ner; Mrs.” Edith Williams; Mrs.
Howard Douglas; Howard Douglas;
Rev. Arthur T. Young; Mrs. Sadie
May; Thad McNeil; L. N. Shaw;
Mrs. Thelma Clarke; Mrs. Hilda
Lewis; John A. Burk; Mrs. Ruby
Crane; Mrs. Emma Lee Rowls; Mrs.
Alice Hatch; Mrs. Ollie Desnoyers.

Others throughout the state were:
Bob Hill, Pacon; Milcena Miller,
Hope; Mrs. Nellie Beasley, Mena;
Barbara Jean Frost, Malvern; Wil-
liam Waltman, Mena; Ed Y. Hill,
Okolona; Baby Robert Dale, Mt.
Ida; Baby Jerry Horton, Mena; Mrs.
Grace Roach, Cherry Hill; W. J.
Roach, Cherry Hill; Baby Ronald
Smith, Norman; Mrs. Lettie Holmes
Baks, Fordyce; Mrs. Dora Ault,
Pearcy.

Illinois led with the most out of
state patients, the number was
three, Texas, Tenn, Calif, Ky,
Fla, Qhig, Va, Minn, and Canada,

Marguerite Crain,; -

(RN S)—Special church service

“schedules have been adopted here

to meet conditions caused by the
setting up of security zones by Brit-
ish military authorities.

American and Church of England-
communion services are tgnbe con-
ducted in the Scottish ch of
St. Andrew outside- the restricted
district on alternaté Sundays. Mean-
while, civilians residing in the se-
curity zones will be permitted to
attend military services.

"The evening school of the YMCA
in the army-controlled area has
been moved to the army YMCA
outside the barbed wire enclosures.
The Terrasancta College outside the
zone, however, is ¢still open to
teachers and pupils, who are being
provided with special passes.

PADDLE TENNIS PASTOR

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—(RNS)—
Paddle tennis can draw crowds to
your church social room.

Authority for this statement is
the president of the U. S. Paddle
Tennis Association, the Rev. Frank
Peer Beal, pastor of the Edgewood
Reformed church here.

Mr. Beal, as the moving figure in

_the nation’s paddle tennis activi-

ties, invited pastors of the metro-
politan area to witness an exhibi-
tion game in his church.

“The aim,” he explained, “is to
demonstrate how this and other
games may be played in the church
social rooms or small groups.”

all one. There were five babies
born at the hospital. .

R. P. Barlow has sent a fracture
bed to the hospital. This is a bed
which he used in his home until
he had no further use for it, and
it will mean a great deal to the
hospital. For his thoughtfulness we
are very grateful—~Annette Woad,
Secretary,

The Modernistic
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Report Of Findmgs Committee [

(Adopted at the meeting of the Methodist
mperance Advance Movement, Stevens Hotel,
hicago, Illinois, January 29-30th, 1947.)

HE Christian people of America are in
[-‘ danger of losing their moral and spiritual
leadership by allowing secular and com-
mercial forces to {ix the patierns of human
haviour. It is time the Christian leaders be-
n calling the “plays” in the destiny of our
vilization rather than accept the mores of
ciety created by immoral and ammal forces.
Believing that “the time is now” for a
sitive, unfaltering advance against the in-
easingly devastating cvils of beverage al-
hol, we; the officially designaled repiesenta-
res (lay and clerical) of the Annual Confer-
ces of the Methodist Church, assembled in
¢ January, 1947, mecting of The Temperance
Jvance Movemeni, join in sehding the fol-
wing call to the people of Methodism:

Setting Our House in Order

1. We reaffirm the historic Methodist
ysition that the use and sale of alcoholic
verages is morally wrong and religiously sin-
1. We call upon Methodists actively to support
is position by strict observance of the law of
e church as contained in the Discipline.

Par. 95.—Excerpt from the general rules:

First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of
rery kind — drunkenness, buying or selling
irituous liguors, or drinking them, unless in
ses of extreme necessily.

Par, 235—Proniotion of Temperance Edu-
tion.

Each pastor shall actively promote a vigor-
1s program of temperance. education in all
partments of his church or churches, and
embers of both the church and church school
1all be urged to pledge themselves to total
>stinence from all alcoholic beverages.

Par. 969-d—Offenses for which a church
ember may be tried:

Buying, selling or manufacturing intoxicat-
g liquors as a beverage; renting his property
r the manufacture or sale thereof; .signing a
otition in favor of graniing a license for the
le of such liquors; becoming surety on the
ond of any person engaged in such traffic; or
rsisting in the use of intoxicating liquor after
civate reproof and admonition by the pastor or
ass leader.

Educational Advance

1. We recommend that the program of
emperance in the local church be definitely
ed to the overall emphasis of Stewardship,
lethodism’s major emphasis for 1947. This
rogram shall be under the gcneral phase of
tewardship — “Stewardship of Personality.”
reaching with emphasis on the body as God’s
emple shall carry facts about alcohol. Mem-
ership covenant cards on Stewardship shall
50 include requests f01 commitment to total
Ostinence,

2. The Temperance Advance Movement
1all be made an Annual Conference issue and
project for each district in the church.
hrough seminars, district conference organiza-
ons—Board of Lay Activities, W. S. C. S. dis-
ict youth groups, and Board of Education, a

program of continuous training shall be pro-
moted,

3. Courses in tempcrance also shall be in-
cluded in youth camps, adult assemblies, vaca-
tion schools and in all lcadership schools.

4. We urge the state superintendents of
public instruction in every state to give special
attention to the carrying out of the provisions in
the state laws for temperance. instruction in
the public schools. Furthermore, we recom-
mend where not already provided, the estab-
lishment of a course in alcohol education in
teacher-training colleges.

5. We recommend that a course in alcohol

T N S

BISHOP WILBUR E. HAMMAKER

President, Bourd of Temperance,
The Methodist Church

education be included in the curricula of our
colleges and theological schools.

6. There shall be a program of recommit-
ment of ministers, church leaders, and members
in the matter of temperance. Also, each Con-
ference: secure from each new ministerial re-
cruit, a definite statement in this regard.

7. We recommend that special courses, lit-
erature, lectures, outlines, be offered for the
high school age group; that guiding counsel
and well selected literature be furnished young
people planning marriage.

I1I. Definite Conference Issues and Immedlate
District Projecis .

1, Conference

Secure definite place in each Annual and
Provisional Conference session beginning this
year, for presentation of the Temperance Cause
and the Advance Movement.

Strengthen Conference Board of Temper-
ance by including in membership, new aggres-
sive and recognized leadership, both lay and
clerical.

Develop a specific and wmkmg relationship
between the General Board of Temperance and

o

_ENTEN MATERIALS FOR OVERSEAS

RELIEF
~ Lenten Poster—“You Can Work a Miracle of
€aling.”
Lenten Folder — “Give Up Luxuries and

ive Others Life.”

Kitchen Coin Envelope—“Shoes for Europe.”

Church School Poster—“You Can Change
heir Faces.”

Booklet of Miracles—“Pictorial ~Story of
ellef 2]

Folder—“What the Churches Are Doing To-
chel k2

Lenten Worship Serv1ce—“P1ayers of thevv

Qople,”

Lenten Message—Selmonette, “eracle of
esurrection.”

Lenten ~ Radio Proﬁlam - “Toward the

the Annual Conference Boards.

Secure from Conference Commission on
World Service and Finance, adequate funds for
work of the Conference Temperance Commit-
tee.

Adopt a specific, workable Conference Pro-
gram which shall reach out to all local churches
and all the membership. -

2. Institutes

Hold in each district, under the direction
of the district superintendent, a one-day In.
stitwde, including in attendance regular mem-
bers of the District Conference and other key
persons.  Solicit the cooperation of the
W. S. C. S.,, Board of Education, Board of Lay
Activities in planning and participation in the
Institute.

IV. Generai

1. We assert the right of the citizens of
any political unit, in any state, to make illegal
the alcoholic beverage traffic within the borders
of that unit. Where this right is not recognized,
the proper steps should be taken to secure the
right.

2. As one step in the over-all policy of
curtailing the traffic in alcoholic beverages, we
urge support of legislation to ban periodical
and radio advertising of such beverages.

3. We express our appreciation in the
leadership of the Council of Bishops in issuing
the Call to Prayer which launched this Ad-
vance. We learn with equal appreciation of
the Episcopal purpose once again to program a
church-wide day of’ prayer in petition to God to
strengthen our hands in this undertaking,

4. We express appreciation of the effective
support given the Temperance Advance Move-
ment by our Church Press,

5. We express sincere appreciation to the
General Board of Education for its careful
planning and preparation of lesson materials
along the line ‘of temperance. We are also
heartened by the educational program of the
Woman’s Division. Our gratitude is expressed
to all other agencies of the Church for their
contributlions.

6. We memorialize the General Conference
to include in our denominational program for
the next quadrennium, a year when the United
Forces of Methodism may be directed to this
Temperance Advance,

7. Also, that the first Sunday in Lent, 1948,
be designated as “Commitment Day,” on which
the people called Methodists shall be called upon
to sign committments to total abstmence

8. We further recommend ‘some program
‘similar to the Bishop’s “Crusade for A New
World Order,” be spearheaded by the Council
of Bishops, arranging mass meetings on this
vital problem in strategic cities of the country,
setting forth our denomination’s stand in the
matter. - This program to be followed through
in the local churches_under the general direc-
tion of the local Temperance Committee in co-
operation with the various departments, Boards
and committees of the church.

The Day of March has come—the call to the
Methodist people is to heed the summons and
under God, move forward to a glorious victory.

“HE CAN STAND UP AND STUDY”

Colegio Bennctt, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
sponsored by the Woman’s Division of Chrlstlan
Service, recently was accredited in the American
Association of Junior Colleges so that students
may be accredited in the schools of the United

Light,” with Frederic March.

16 mm sound film—*“Seeds of Destiny.”

Folder—for distribution at showing of
“Seeds of Destiny.”

35 mm fllm strlp (st111 plctures)_“go Nice.
ful to Receive.”

‘Address inquiries to—

’\/IETHODIST COMMITTEE. FOR OVER-
SEAS RI‘LIEF 150 Fifth Avenue New: York 11,
N, Y - )

-

States. Colegio Bennett receives so many appli-
cants for enrollment that the principal, Eva
Louise Hyde, spends a good deal of time at the
hard task of turning pupils away.

A father who heard the statement, “There
is no more room,” left the school but soon re-
appeared carrying a_desk and giving the instruc-
tion that it was “to be put in a corner so my
girl may study here.” Another father pleaded,
“My boy is strong. If you don’t have a desk, he
can stand up and study all day.” Young mothers
of Brazil who have graduated from schools of

the Woman’s Division register their babies for .

matriculation at Bennett soon after they are
born,

In Bra‘ﬂ‘l, where it is reported that the"

Protestant church is growing more rapidly-than

in any other country, Colegio Bennett rondPr< .

service in the educahonal f1e1d

oy e
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LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE
NOTES

By Roy E. Fawcett
The Growing Point

During the first two years of the
Crusade for Christ, while church
membership has been increasing ap-
proximately 5 per cent, church
school membership has increased 8
per cent for the church as a whole.
In two jurisdictions the church
school increase has been 13 per cent
in the two years as compared with
6 per cent gains in church member-
ship. And in three jurisdictions, the
actual numerical gain in  church
school membership has far outstrip-
ped the numerical gain in church
membership.

In point of church school attend-

ance the increase is also magnifi-.-

cent, On an average Sunday better
than a quarter a million more per-
sons are attending Sunday School in
Methodist churches than did two
years ago. A similar increase scems
to apply to Sunday cvening Fel-
lowship meetings and other phases
of the church school.

In the Conference journals for
1944, the church schools are eredit-
ed with raising for World Service
and Conference Benevolences a total
of $1,653,252. In 1945 the figure
climbed to $2,100,400, and in 1946
the amount was $2,340,295.

The 1946 journals indicate that
from preparatory memberships and
on profession of faith, a 4otal of
427,918 persons united with the
Methodist Church, and that of this
number 208,114 came from the
church school. In normal years
\x{h_en there is less stress on adult
y1s1tation evangelism the proportion
Is much higher for the church
school.

Circulation of Methodist church
school literature in the fall quarter
of 1946 increased 6.4 per cent over
the same period one year ago.

So far in the Crusade for Christ
the church school has received
steady }Jut by no means “main line”
promotion, that being reserved for
the .]ast year of the Crusade be-
ginning in the fall of 1947.—The
Division of the Local Church.

The Methodist Youth Fund

It is important that all Methodicf
Youth Fund money be scnth?gollsig
the local church treasurer of the
annual confirence in time to allow
him to get the money to the proper
p.laces by May 31, the end of the
fxspal year. If local Youth Fellow-
ship groups hold their Youth Fung
money until the end of May
mmpossible for it to get to the é)f
at headquarters and be credite
the current year’s receipts,

Any money which
office of the treasurer E?atc}lllgs(}grlle
eral B?ard of Education, or th(;
Woman's Division of Christian Ser.

it is
fices
d on

Church,

New Color-Slide Bets

The Story of th
e En
A set of 45 color
script is now read

glish Bible. .
slides with manu-
Y, telllng the Story

Church,

By Mrs. W. F. Bates

1. Goals for 1947 ]
November 1946 issue Methodist
" Woman

2. Materials

A. Leaflets—Missionary Education
of Children in the Methodist
Church; Missionary Materials for
Use with Children—1946-1947; The
Children’s Service Fund.

B. Booklets—A Guide for Wom-
an’s Society of Christian Service;
Children’s Division Yearbook 1946-
47: Beginnings of Missionary Edu-
cation; Missionary Education of
Children; Current Missionary Units.

C. Periodicals—Child Guidance in
Christian Living; The Methodist
Woman; World Outlook; The Chris-
tian Home; The Arkansas Methodist.

3. This is My Job (Duties)

A. Fulfill Goals. -

B. Share responsibility in the
planning of Missionary Education.

C. Keep Council of Children’s
Workers informed—Bulletins, Leaf-
lets, ete.

D. Resource person. (Keep file
Wider Horizons, Articles on India,
Negro-White Relationships — -pic-
tures, visual aids,. etc.)—Miss Fay
McRae.

E. Report to Woman’s Society of
Christian Service about the work
the children are doing. -

F. Quarterly Reports completely
filled out and sent on time to Dis-
trict Secretary of Children’s Work.

G. Take active part in work with
children.

H. Keep informed about the total
work of the church. ’

I. Member of the Program Com-
mittee of the local Woman’s Society
of Christian Service. “Children and
Their Church,” Page 30 Jan. Metho-
dist Woman. Commissions (Com-
mittees); (1) Study Problem 2)
Present it to Society (3) Secure
Action.
~J. Member Committee on Chris-
tian Social Relations and Local Ac-
tivitics. .
4. The Children's Service Fund

A. Increase giving,

B. How to interest children in of-
fermngrs. Farmer. -

C. Division of offering,

—_—_——

of the English Bible fro i

of the Venerable Bede ’crf)1 ’:}}112 ﬁ?\ff
Revised Version of the New Testa-
ment. The slide set wag prepared
by Prof. John Trevor for the Gen-
eral Board of Education and may
be rented from any branch house
of the Methodist Publishing House
for $1.00 after March 1.

The Work of the N
ment, f the Nursery Depart-

A new sct of color slid int
) es i -
preting the work of the Nuxr'lst;*ry
Department will be ready for re-

lease March 15 This i
. set wil
valuable resource material lirllte}i‘(E

cqii'eorz). This sgt may be rented for
o1.00.—The Dijvisjpp of the Local

R b o

Leaders:

Grove $1.60 cash supplies and $9.13
supplies gifts for Overseas Relief.”
It should be “Holly Grove $1.60 cash
supplics, Marion $9.13 for Overseas
and $1.12 cash.”—Murs. Vernon Ber-
nard.

D. Who is responsible for offering.
5. Discussion and Correction of Re-

ports

A. Additional sessions (10 addi-
tional sessions during year (miss.);
Type one—Weekly additional ses-
sions thraughout the year; Type
two—Additional sessions for a short
period of time; Type three—Month-
ly meetings. .

B. Units on India and Negro-
White Relationships; Primary —
Children Who Live in India—Mrs.
Hugh Spellyards; Junior — Metho-
dist Helpers in India—Mrs. C. C.
Arnold; Visual Aids for Negro-
White Relationship Units — Miss
Margaret Marshall.

Schedule for Vacation Institutes

Little Rock Conference

Arkadelphja District: Hot Springs,

*March 9, 2:00 p.m.; Malvern, March

10, 10:00 a.m. Leaders: Kindergar-
ten, Mrs. E. Fohrell; Primary, Mrs.
John Hefley; Junior, Mrs. W. F.
ates.

Prescott District: Hope, March 11,
10:00 a.m.; Murfreesboro, March,
12:00 am. Leaders: Kindergarten,
Mrs. K. K. Carithers; Primary, Miss
Ary Shough; Junior, Mrs. W. F.
Bates (at Hope), Miss Faye McRae

(at Murfreesboro); Intermediate,
Mrs. John Rushing.
Texarkana District: Texarkana,

First Church, March 12, 3:00 p.m.;
De Queen, March 13, 10:00 am.
Kindergarten, Mrs. Wil-
liam Barry; Primary, Mrs. W. F.
Bates; Junior, Miss Faye McRae.

Pine Bluff District: Pine Bluff,
First Church, March 17, 10:00 a.m.;
Stuttgart, Grand Ave., March 18,
10.00 a.m. Leaders: Kindergarten,
Mrs. W. F. Bates; Primary, Mrs.
John Hefley; Junior, Mrs. Russell
Roth.

Camden District: Magnolia, Jack-
son St. Church, March 17, 10:00 a.m.;
El Dorado, Vantrease Church, March
18, 10:00 a.m.; Camden, Fairview

. Church, March 19, 10:00 a.m. Lead-

ers: Kindergarten, Mrs. J. R. Clay-
ton; Primaries, Mrs. F. A. Gordon;
Juniors, Mrs. O. W. Barbaree; In-

. termediates, Mrs. W. A. Lewis. The

leaders in the Camden and Erescott
Districts are especially anxious to
have all intermediate workers at-
tend the institutes. )

Monticello District: Places for in-
stitutes to be announced later. Lead-
ers: Kindergarten, Mrs. W. F. Bates;
Primary, Mrs. Boyd; Junior, Mrs.
M. W. Miller.

Little Rock District: Little Rock,
Winfield Church, March 20, 10:00
am. Other places to be announced
later. Leaders: Kindergarten, Miss
Faye McRae; Primary, Mrs. Nfeill
Hart, Mrs. Hugh Spillyards; Junior,
Miss Margaret Marshall, Mrs. Cut-
ting. :

.Ell pastors, children’s workers apd
others who are expecting to assist
in the Vacation Church: Schools this
summer, are expected to attend jche
nearest Institute. Text. materials

may be obtained from the Methodist
Publishing House, or from the Con-
ference office.
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WITH THE CHILDREN'S CORRECTION THE RELATION OF RELIGION

WORKERS In the report from Helena District AND THE CHURCH Tp

Officers Training Day Held On Secretary of Children’s Work there PUBLIC EDUCATION

January 24 ~was. a small, error. It read “Holly (Statement adopted by General

Board of Education of the Methodist

~Church at its Annual Meeting in

Nashwville, Tenn., Feb. 25-27.)

1. We are convinced of the im-
perative necessity of bringing the
power and resources of religion to
bear more fully and cffectively in
the total education of American
children and youth. A serious crisis
is upon us due largely to the failure
of our society to share with growing
persons the rich religious heritage
we possess as a part of their equip-
ment for life.

2. We recognize the public school
as the primary agency through
which our society attempts to open
up its culture to youth and to train
them in its ideals and ways of liv-
ing. We, as Protestants, are com-
mitted to the public schools as the
most effective means of providing
common education for all our chil-
dren. :

3. In addition to all that the
public schools may do, we believe
that homes and churches bear an
important, unique, and inescapable
responsibility in the total develop-
ment of the young, especially in
their complete religious nurture.

4. We recognize the contribution
the public schools are making to the
character development of our chil-
dren and youth. We note with great
appreciation the increasing empha-
sis in general education upon ethi-
cal and spiritual values. We sense
the imperative necessity for Protes-
tant people to become much better
acquainted with the purposes and
program of the public schools and
to support public educators in their
efforts to make the schools serve
the high ends of democracy and
religion.

5. We believe fully in the prin-
ciple of the separation of Church
and State. We believe this prin-
ciple was designed to protect reli-
gion against control by the State
and to keep the State free from
control by religious bodies. We do
not construe this principle to mean
that the State should be neutral or
indifferent to religion. The State
should be concerned with more than
the secular life of its people. Reli-
gious convictions and practices are
interwoven into the ideals and
structure of our government. In
numerous ways our government,
both federal and state, has express-
ed its positive concern for the moral
and religious life of its people. We
hold that the State can foster
through education and by other
means those broad principles of re-
ligion which are the common pos-
session of various religious groups.
It is entirely proper for agencies of
the State, such as the public schools,
to manifest interest in and actively
cooperate with religious bodies as
they seek to help realize the highegt
outcomes in democratic and reli-
gious living. )

6. It is our conviction that reli-
gion is too completely diyorced from
public education; that the failure
to recognize religion as a vital part
of our culture and way of life, and
the failure to deal with it honestly
and frankly in' the total curricyJum
of the schools, is not only an unfor-

(Continued on Page 16)
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EDITH MARTIN WRITES OF
HER WORK IN AFRICA

Dear Friends,

In this letter I want to write you
about one of our boys who has been
trained in our mission schools,
taught at Minga for several years
and has gone to Kimpese for higher
training.

Umumbu Victor, Mama Nyaundu
and their two children, a boy and
a girl, went to Kimpese in June to
enter a school of the Baptist Mis-
sionary Society for the training of
Christian Workers. Umumbu has
been teaching since 1936 and has
been in charge of the Boys’ Board-
ing Department since 1939. It has
been my privilege to work with
him and I have found him to be one
of our most conscientious Christian
leaders.” Too many Africans listen
to the whistles and throw their hoes
of whatever they have in their
hands when they hear the whistle
or the bells but not Umumbu. Time
meant nothing to him if there was
something to be done. You know
that one who teaches every day and_
has charge of from 100 to 130 boys
never finds an idle moment. He
did everything with a smile and
nothing was too disagrecable for
him to undertake.

One day, I paid him francs 140.00
(about $3.15) for some dried fish,
the same amount that we paid
everyone for the same amount of
fish, He took his money along with
the others and thanked me, but
when everyone had gone he came
to. me and returned frs. 40.00 and
said, “I cannot accept all this money.
This is too much for me to make
on that amount of fish.” Francs
40.00 meant several dollars to him
but he refused to take it. I have
bought many supplies and foods
here but he is the only one that
has refused to accept the regular
price for food.

The Africans do not give their
blood to anyone except to members
of their family but Umumbu gave
his to Dr. Rughlett as one who was
willing to give his blood to anyone
who needed it. I have been told
that he gave it to a stranger who
needed a transfusion.

His wife, Mama Nyaundu who is
a girl from our Girls’ Boarding
Department, accepted some peas
from one of the girls in the depart-
ment.” These peas were taken out
of the storeroom and given to one
who had been there. When Umum-
bu saw the peas and discovered
where she had gotten them, he made
her take them to the missionary in
charge and tell her the whole story
and pay the fine.

One day, I wanted to give Lodi,
Umumbu’s little three year old son,
some peanuts when the boys were
eating their food.but he said, “No,
Mama, I do not give him anything
from the boys’ food because if I
give him anything one day he will
come and help himself. I get a
salary and I am supposed to feed
my own children.” This little fel-
low came to me ore day and said,
“Mama, we have a lot of millet at
our home. If I will bring you some,
will you eat it?” He had heard me
say that we did not have much
food and he wanted to help.

His wife, Mama Nyaundu, taught
the kindergarten in the morning and
the woman’s school in the. after-

MRS. SUE M. WAYLAND, Editor
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E O MASTER WORKMAN OF THE E
: RACE :
H By Jay T. Stocking E
H O Master Workman of the race, i
E -Thou Man of Galilee, E
5 Who with the eyes of early youth E
H Eternal things didst see, , E
H] We thank Thee for Thy boyhood faith i
£ That shone Thy whole life through; H
E “Did ye not know it is My work :
H My Father’s work to do?” E
H O Carpenter of Nazareth, E
H Builder of life divine, H
E Who shapest man to God’s own law, H
z Thyself the fair design, :
E Build us a tower of Christ-like height, H
E That we the land may view, E
z And see like Thee our noblest work z
H Our Father’s work to do. §
E O Thou who dost the vision send g
F And givest each his task, E
H And with the task sufficient strength, E
Z Show us Thy will, we ask; . H
H Give us a conscience bold and good, H
E Give us a purpose true, H
H That it may be our highest joy H
H Our Father’s work to do. g
:E|||"l"l""lllllllllllllI"lllllllllll|IIIII'IlllllllIl"lIIIIIlllllllllllllIlllllllll""llll||lll|"||ll|lllll|lll||l|llIllllllIlllllllllIlllllll“lllllm-
ZONE MEETING DAY APART SERVICE
Zone Number Three of the Pres- NORTH ARKANSAS
cott District met at Murfreesboro CONFERENCE
Ja'rll"hgo.meeting opened with the Mrs Cledice Jones, Conference

singing of “O Master let me Walk
with Thee”,

Mrs. Terrill of Murfreesporo wel-
comed the guests and Mrs. Clyde
Williams of Nashville gave a most
inspiring devotional on Stewardship,
using the story of the Talents as a
background. Mrs. J. L. Johnson of
Emmett, district president, presided.
She presented Miss Arey Shough,
the Rural Worker, who told of her
work; what she was doing and what
she hoped to do.

A delicious luncheon was served
at noon by the local Society. The
afternoon session opened with sing-
ing “Publish Glad Tidings”. Mrs.
W. H. Timberlake, district secre-
tary of Organization and Promotion,
gave her report of last year.
following officers also reported their
work: Mrs, Clyde Williams,, Youth
Work; Mrs. J. W. Rushing, Chil-
dren’s Work; Mrs. W. C. Gaines,
Missionary Education.

Doyle, a new society on the Bin-
gen Charge, was represented. Other
Societies represented were: Bingen,
Dierks, Murfreesboro and Nashville.

During the business session Mrs.
R. B. Cunall of Murfreesboro was
elected zone chairman and Mrs.
Rushing, secretary. Several guests
were presented.

The meeting closed with a devo-
tional, The Lord’s Prayer in Song,
by the local society, and Mrs. Dob-
bie Huie sang the Lord’s Prayer.
The pastor, Rev. Noel Cross, gave
the benediction.—Reporter.

=

noon. She also taught a class: in
the Sunday School and was secre-
tary of the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service. .

We appreciate all that you are
doing to help train this family for
service among ‘the Atetela .people.

The three other families who have
finished Kimpese are carrying a

. ‘miss;ona_ry’s load.

The .

Chairman of Spiritual Life, writes
calling our attention to the Day
Apart Service program given in the
Methodist Woman on Page 22, of
the February issue, saying this will
take place of the “Day Apart” that
has been observed in our Confer-
ence in August. She says you

sshould order the suggested mater-
ials and reprints of the service now,
so they will be ready for its obser-
vance before Easter.

METHODIST WOMEN MEET
IN ANNUAL TRAINING DAY

Woman’s Society of Christian Ser-
vice, Little Rock District, et Fri-
day, January 24th, at Asbury
Church.

Mrs., C. E. Chastain, Promotional
Secretary, presided at the morning
session and gave some interesting
information on Organization and
Promotion.

President of the District, Mrs.
Roland Shelton, spoke on Steward-
ship, also presenting some impor-
tant business to the women. Mrs.
Fred Longstreth, treasurer, assisted
by Mrs. J. L. Woosley, Spiritual Life
Chairman, presided at the pledge
Service. Mrs. E. D. Galloway, pres-
ident of Little Rock Conference,
gave the Consecration Prayer.

Classes for Officers of all depart-
ments of the Women’s Society were
held- in the afternoon.

The following Conference and
District officers were in charge of
classes: Mrs. E. D. Galloway, Mrs.
Howard Johnston, Mrs. Roland
Shelton, Mrs. C. E. Chastain, Mrs.
Eugene Stewart, Mrs. M. E. Couch,
Mrs. Boyd, Mrs. L. Powell, Mrs.
A. 8. Fox, Mrs. Russell Henderson,
Mrs. LeRoy Harrington, Mrs. J. L.
Woosley, Mrs. Ray Robinson, Mrs.
W. L. Beard, Mrs. Fred Longstreth

- and Mrs. Herbert Smith.

There: were 175 women in at-
.tendance. ’

CONWAY DISTRICT
MEETING

The Conway District met at’ First
Church, North Little Rock, Feb. 5th,
with Mrs. Raymond Dorman, dis-
trict president, presiding.

The devotional was given by Miss
Louise Long, the new Minister of
Education of First Church.

Roll call showed that there were
13 societies represented and more
than 80 present. The following
lines of work were presented: Mrs.
A. C. Murray, on supplies, who
stressed the fact that we had the
privilege of giving to the cause of
Missions through Nellie Dyer, who
is to return to Korea soon; Litera-
ture and Publications by Mrs. E. T.
Wayland, who stressed the impor-
tance of having uniform books for
reporting. Status of Women was
presented by Mrs. James Firestone.
Mrs. Hughey explained the different
types of studies and how to report
them for credit. Miss Ethel Millar
talked on the different issues before
us now in the C. S. R. Work. Mrs.
T. C. Chambliss, secretary of Or-
ganization and Promotion, said we
had lost five societies during the
year, and we now have 21 societies,
and urged that the stronger societies
do all they can to help the smaller
ones near them.

The afternoon session opened
with quiet music. The district offi-
cers gave an ideal executive meet-
ing. This was led by our Confer-
ence Vice-president,, Mrs. Johnnie
McClure of Danville.

The following district officers will
serve another year: President, Mrs.
Raymond Dorman; Vice-president,
Mrs. J. L. Thompson, North Little
Rock; Recording Secretary, Mrs.
Doyle Baker, Pottsville; Treasurer,
Mrs. J. M. Barker, Jr., Atkins; Sec-
retary of Organization, Mrs. T. C.
Chambliss; Wesleyan  Guild, Mrs.
Vernon Chalfant, North Little Rock;
Missionary Education, Mrs. Rife
Hughey; C. S. R.,, Mrs. O. E. God-
dard, Conway; Spiritual Life, Mrs.
Mason Mitchell, Conway; Supplies,
Mrs. A. C. Murray, North Little
Rock; Youth Work, Mrs. Geo. Tro-
baugh, Conway; Children’s Work,
Mrs. Stanley Haney, Atkins; Lit-
erature and Publications, Mrs. E. T.
Wayland,  North Little Rock; Stu-
dent Work, Mrs. Rollo Miller, North
Little Rock; Status of Women, Mrs.
James Firestone, North Little Rock.

Miss Nellie Dyer dressed in a
Filipino costume, told of her exper-
iences while in the Philippines. She
is to return soon to Korea where
she started her missionary work
about twenty years ago.

The meeting was dismissed by
the local pastor, Dr. J. W. Work-
man.—Mrs. Doyle Baker.

CORRECTION—WORSHIP
- MATERIAL

In last week’s issue there appear-
ed some suggestions for worship
services, and Mrs. H. C. Johnston
of Little Rock was given credit for
this compilation. She has asked us
to correct this error #8 Mrs. Tom
McLean of Malvern is due credit
for this and anyone interested
should write her at Malvern. Mrs.
McLean is Spiritual Life Chairman
of the Little Rock Conference.

The secret to success is constancy
to- purpose.—Disraeli. '
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YOUTH REVIVAL AT HALF
MOON CHURCH
A “Mother and Son” evangelistic

team, Mrs. Lee Anderson and her
son, Rev. Gail G. Anderson, have

just completed a youth revival at:

Half Moon Church, located on the
West Blytheville Parish.

The revival was sponsored by the
Methodist Youth Fellowship, be-
ginning with the morning Sunday
School hour and continuing with the
morning worship with a message by
Rev. Gail Anderson. At the even-
ing worship at which there was a
large number of adults as well as
young people, a special message
directed especially to youth was
brought by Mrs. Anderson, who con-
tinued her messages each evening
the rest of the week.

The young people met each after-
noon at 4:30 and spent an hour
receiving instruction in building
worship programs for the evening
service. A candle-light service, ‘“Ye
are the Light of the World”, on
Monday night and another on Wed-
nesday using the beautiful Sall-
man’s Head of Christ and the theme
“The Man of Galilee” were most
impressive. An evening of religious
pageantry was given on Thursday
evening with “The Cross” as the
theme. At the close of the message
four young people came to the altar
and made their surrender to their
Saviour. On Friday a communion
service was held with many parti-
cipants. At the altar call there
were eleven at the- altar, seven of
whom had come on profession of
faith for baptism and church vows.
There were four re-dedications also

_ during the week.

A chancel rail was built and the
W. S. C. S. women did a beautiful
thing in making for it a kneeling
pad and curtain. Two electric heat-
ing stoves were purchased for the
Sunday School rooms. The Metho-
dist Youth Fellowship was organiz-
ed in its fullest official capacity
with the Senior group and also an
Intermediate group with a charter
membership of twenty. — Earline
Baker, president of Senior Fellow-
ship.

STEWARDSHIP COURSE AT
LAKE CITY

‘In a recent study course on
“Stewardship”” held January 19 -
21 for the Lake City Charge we
‘used for our text material “The
Christian Motive and Methods in
Stewardship” by Henry  Burton
Trimble. Rev. Glenn F. Sanford,
secretary of the Town and Country
Commission, North Arkansas Con-
ference, was the instructor. Out of
the group attending the school
fifteen received credit.

. Brother Sanford gave us a great
" deal of practical information which
will give us vision that inspires one
to yield his allegiance to Christ
more fully. We believe that only
through the church can higher moral
standards be established. We believe
that our church will be better pre-
pared to give an- account of its
stewardship by having this course
taught, We sincerely thank Bra-
her Sanford for hig fine presen-
tation af Stewardship and the in-
gpiration which he gava tq each of
e, f. €, Rigging, Pastor
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SPEAKER FOR CAMDEN DISTRICT STEWARDSHIP RALLY

AY H. NICHOLS, president of
Rthe General Board of Lay Ac-

tivities of The Methodist Church

and Lay Leader of the North
West Texas Conference, will be the
principal speaker for the Camden
District Stewardship Rally at First
Methodist Church in EI Dorado at 7:30
p. m., Sunday, March 9.

All pastors and charge lay leaders
of the district have been requested to
gsecure the largest possible attendance
at the rally.

Mr. Nichols is publisher of the
Vernon (Texas) Daily Record and
owner of a radio broadcasting station.
His section of his native state has
honored him with the. presidency of
the West Texas Chamber of Com-
merce, president of the Panhandle
Press Association and the North West
Texas Press Association and Distriet
Governor of Rotary.

His speaking engagements on the

work of Methodist Laymen have taken )
him to all parts of the nation. The Little Rock Conference is fortunate

to secure him for a series of rallies. He will be accompanied by T. W.
McCoy, our 6wn Conference Lay Leader. The Camden District is the first
in a series of rallies.—Arthur Terry,

DISTRICT MEETINGS FOR METHODIST CHILDREN’S

LAYMEN DURING WEEK HOME
MARCH 9-16 Final Report on the Christmas
The Board of Lay Activities of Offering

We give below a list of the con-
tributions received since oiir first
report on the Christmas offering
for the Methodist Children’s Home.
We are deeply appreelative of this
fine offering, which exceéds that of
any previous year by approximately
$3,700, A few charges fell below
their last year’s offerings, while a
large number went far beyond what
they have ever done before. Pros-
pects look good for the beginning
of our new building program some-
time in the sutriier.

We warnt to take this opportunity
to express to the district stperina
tendents, the pastors, and the
churches our sincere thanks for
their fine cooperation and support.

MEMORIALS

In memory of Judge Charles E.
Frierson, by, Mr. and Mrs. C. B.
Nash, Marianna. . .

In memory of Mrs. J. M. Riggin,
by the W. S. C. S., 1st Methodist
Church, Magnolia.

the Little Rock Conference is spon-
soring meetings for the laymen and
pastors on each district of the
Conference during the week of
March 9-16. The general program
of Lay- Activities of the Church
will be discussed with special em-
phasis on Stewardship. This is the
part of the Crusade for Christ pro-
gram that the General Board of Lay
Activities of the Church at large
has responsibility of prométing.

Outstanding men, active in the
lay work of the Church will be the
principal speakers at these district
meetings. Ray H. Nichols, of Ver-
non, Texas, president of our Gen-
eral Board of Lay Activities, will
speak at the meetings on the Cam-
den District, Arkadelphia District,
Prescott District and Texarkana
District,

Carl S. McFall, Conference Lay
Leader of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence, will be the speaker at the
meetings on the Little Rock District,
the Monticello District” and the
Pine Bluff District.

"o e Monticalls

Mr. Nichols will occupy the pul-
pit at First Church, Camden, on
Sunday morning, March 9th, and
will speak at the Camden Distriet
meeting at 7:30 p. m. at First
Church, El Dorado, March.  9th.
Monday, March 10th, the'Arkadel-
phia District meeting will be.at
Malvern at noon and at First
Church, Hot Springs, at 7:00 p. m.

Tuesday, March 11th, the Prescott .

District meeting will be a noon
meeting at First Church, Hope, gnd
an evening meeting at Nashville;
Wednesday, March 12th, The Tex-
arkana District meeting will be a
noon meeting at DeQueen a_nd_an_
evening meeting at Fairview
Church in Texarkana. .
Mg, McFall will speak at the Lit.
tle Rock Distriet meeting an Tuess,
day evening at 7:00 p m, March
11th, at Asbury Churah, Little
Rook. Weanosday, Maroh idth on
District 8t i

......

In memory of Mr. J. G. Tarking-
ton, by Mr. B. Cohen, McGehee.

In memory of Mr. H. C. Dale, by
the W. S. C. S., Marianna.

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS

(These gifts are included in the
totals of the churches or districts
from which they came.)

Mrs. F, A. Naylor, Winfield

Church, Little Rock

for a noon meeting and at Warren
for an evening meeting. Thursday,
March 13th, on the Pine Bluff Dis-
trict with a noon meeting at Stutt-
gart and an evening meeting at
Lakeside Church, Pine Bluff.
Laymen with their pastors are

-urged to attend these meetings.

District lay leaders, with .the_air
assoclate Jeadery and the district
superintendents, will have charge
of eagh meetipg — To W, McCoy,

Littla Aotk Ceinrenta Liay Leader,

b

Mrs. J. T. Word, Confederate
Home (St. Charles Church,

Pine Bluff District) ............. 3.00
Mr, and Mrs. O. G. Robinson,

DesArc ... 1.00
Mr. Boyd Grisham, Colt .......... 3.00
Mr. N. F. Sewell, El Dorado

(Fredonia Church) . 25.00

Mr. Nick Smith, Pulaski Heights

Church, Little Rock ......... 5.00
Wesleyan Service Guild,

Paris Methodist Church ...... 150.00
Wesley Berean Class, 1st

Church, El1 Dorado .............. 25.00

CHURCHES

Dalark ..o 67.00
Malvern .....coeiveiiiiie 825.00
Arkadelphia Circuit (Addi.) 250
Mountain Pine ... 15.00
Piearden (Additional) ......... 5.00

1st Church, El1 Dorado (Addi.) 25.00
4.00

New Hope, Sheridan Circuit
DeWitt (Additional)
Glendale
Moore’s Chapel
County Line,
Glenwood Charge
Prescott Circuit
Mt, Ida
Buckner W. S. C. S. ... .
Mt. Vernon (Buckner Charge) 5.00

College Hill, Texarkana ......... 34.00
First Church,

Texarkana (Additional) ... 1.00
Sherman, Columbia Circuit ... 8.36:

Mountain View
Plummerville
Mottilten Circuit No. 1
Lamiar

Mayflowet' ...

Branch ...

Waldron ......ccccooceveveeieinen

Marvell .
Parkin 40.00
Weiner 11.00
Dyess 6.75
Whitten 5.00
Fisher Street, Jonesboro ... 10.00
Lorado Circuit (Additional) 10.00
Walnut Ridge ..o 86.60
Hunter ..o, 40.00
Sixteenth Sunday School ....... 10.15

Total Received on Christmas Of-
fering by Districts:

Little Rock Conference

Arkadelphia District ............ $3,328.42
Camden District .....c.c.ccovevnn. 4,071.58
Little Roek District ............ 6,351.39
Monticello District ......ccocce.. 2,575.9%
Pine Bluff District ............. 3,808.61
Prescott District ........ccccovenie 1,945.68
Texarkana District .......c......o- 3,592.38
Total for Little :
Rock Conference ........... $25,674.03

North Arkansas Conference

Batesville District
Conway District

Fayetteville Distriet .......... 2,245.69
Fort Smith District .............. 2,823.78
Helena Distriet .......ccccoeeeee 2,109.62
Jonesboro District .........cce.r 1,486.39
Paragould District ................ 1,178.16
Searcy District ......ccocoevvecn 1,216.19
Total for North

Arkansas Conference ...$13,606.39
Memorials & Personal Gifts 196.50)

GRAND TOTAL ON
CHRISTMAS OFFERING, $39,476.92,
J. 8. M. Cannon, Superintendent;

The secret of most men’s misery,
js that they are trying ta please
themselves.—F. D. Maurice. -

"Tis not your pfdspéfity"'but your
actions that will perpetuate your
momaty-~0ld Praverb, )

[
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News About
Hendrix College

Rev. R. E. L. Bearden, Jr., Speaker
For Religious Emphasis Week

Rev. Robert E. L. Bearden, Jr.,
pastor of the Wynne Methodist
Church, choosing as his topic “The
Brave Man Chooses”, was speaker
for Religious Emphasis Week, ob-
served on the Hendrix campus the
week of February 23-27.

Making his addresses a compass
for youth seeking a way, Mr. Bear-
den spoke each evening of the per-
iod and at the regular assembly
program on Tuesday.

Mr. Bearden conducted Sunday
services at the First Methodist
Church of Conway as an opening
for the week. He used as his topic
Sunday morning “On Putting the
Soul to Sale”. The evening topic
was “Youth’s Battle with Boredom”.

Using as his topic “The Past is
Prologue”, Mr, Bearden spoke in the
assembly Tuesday, at which time he
told the students that if a person
lives a Christian life hig place in
Eternity is’ assured.

“There is a tendency today to
blame personal faults and deficien-
cies on the age in which we live,”
Mr. Bearden said in his assembly
address. “A person’s life depends
upon neredity, environment, and
personal response, and in my opin-
ion personal response is by far the
most important. Ten men who
have risen above the circumstances
of life have made the greatest con-
tributions.”

The Wynne pastor’s topic for
Monday evening was “On Prospects
Drear”. “Choose Ye This Day”,
“The Kingdom is Like a Seed”, and
“Three Anchors to Hang On To”
were his other topics for the week.

Many Activities on Campus During
Religious Emphasis Week

Activities during Religious Em-
phasis Week included, in addition
to the nightly serviceg conducted
-by Mr. Bearden, regular periods of
prayer in the various residence
halls. A special assembly was
held Thursday morning.

Ministers from Conway churches
were on the campus each day during
the week for counselling with the
Hendrix students. Counselling with
the Hendrix students were Dr. C. M.
Reves, pastor of the First Methodist
Church; Rev. John M. Allin, vicar
of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church;
Rev. Anthony Lachowsky, pastor of
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church; Rev.
James. S. Upton, professor of reli-
gion at Hendrix; Dr. Matt L. Ellis,
Hendrix president, and Rev., Mr.
Bearden.

Dr. Trickett Speaks In
Special Assembly

Dr. A. Stanley Trickett, associate
secretary of the Board of Missions
and Church Extension of the Metho-
dist Church, was speaker at a spec-
ial assembly held on the campus
February 27.

“Unless we in America recognize
that our position of leadership is a
position of responsibility, American
blood will again stain foreign lands,”
Dr. Trickett said.
 “In this small world the Chris-
tian church ang those who call
themselveg Christiangs must be de-
termined to make it g world where
brotherhood ag taught by Christ is
for all men,” Dr, Trickett continued.

“There is growing up in Europe
a group of people who will always
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bear marks of war, There is a
generation of children whose bodies
will be reminders of the _decade
through which we have just pass-
ed,” the church executive stated.

“However,” he added, “I am much
more worried about the warped
minds than the stunted bodies. The
moral standards of Europe have
changed during the past ten years;
people have learned to kill,

“You have no idea of the con-
ditions that exist on the continent
of Europe. We are raising a gen-
eration of followers of Hitler or
disciples of another Mussolini,” the
speaker warned.

Dr. Trickett Gives Interview
On European Conditions

“The spiritual interest in Europe
is greater than at any time in 100
years,” Dr. A. Stanley Trickett said
in an interview while on the Hen-
drix campus. Church membership
has increased greatly in all of
Europe, he stated.

“The social vision of the church
in Europe and its social program
have been greatly broadened by the
war,” Dr. Trickett declared. “Be-
cause of this the church has had
greater acceptance among the rank
and file of the people on the con-
tinent than at any time in recent
years.”

Membership has increased every-
where, he said. The Norway Con-
ference has shown a growth of 20
percent since 1939. The ‘Methodists
of Poland have increased their num-
bers five times.

Funds raised in the Crusade for
Christ are being used now in Nor-
way, Poland, Belgium, Czechoslo-
vakia, and Italy and in other conti-
nents for rebuilding of the church

-property there, Dr. Trickett said.

One-half of the $1,000,000 raised in
the Crusade was designated for re-
construction in Germany, Dr. Trick-
ett stated, but this amount is far
from being adequate. Damage done

-to Methodist property in Germany

is estimated at $2,365,000, Dr. Trick-
ett said. This figure was deter-
mined from the assessed value of

the property which is approximate-
ly onec-third of the actual value.,

The training of ministers and re-
ligious education workers and the
sending of teachers and preachers
to the war-torn countries were
pointed to by Dr. Trickett as being
the great needs of the church in-
stitutionally.  Theological schools
and their libraries have suffered
greatly from the war and many
ministers were killed, Dr. Trickett
said.

Religious education workers and
ministerial students from European
countries will soon be sent to this
country to study, Dr. Trickett said.
Thirty-five ministerial students are
soon*to come to the United States
for theological and general educa-
tion under a program which Dr.
Trickett said is now being planned.
The Methodist Church is also co-
operating to send 25 priests of the
Greek Orthodox church to theologi-
cal schools in this country. Six of
them will study in Methodist theo-
logical seminaries, he said.

Summer School Announced

The annual Hendrix summer term
will open June 3 and continue
through August 9, Dr. O. T. Gooden,
director of the summer school, has
announced.

Offered during the summer term
will be approximately 35 courses
including courses from all of the
divisions. A student will be allow-
ed to obtain up to 12 semester hours
of credit during the term.

Many courses will be offered for

freshmen entering college for the . 2

first time, Dr. Gooden said.

Two New Members for Alpha Chi

Two Hendrix students have been
chosen for membership in the Hen-
drix chapter of Alpha Chi, a na-
tional scholarship society. They
are Harlan Spore of Little Rock and
Hance Burrow, Jr., of Morrilton.

Membership in Alpha Chi is lim-
ited to students haxing a minimum
of 60 semester hours, at least 30 of
which much have been taken at
Hendrix, with a high scholarship

POLICE CAN'T INTERRUPT
CHURCH SERVICE -

LOUISVILLE, KY.—(RNS)-— Po-
lice here who wanted to arrest an
itinerant preacher found themselves
balked by Kentucky law. They had
to wait until he had finished preach-
ing because the law says police
can’t interrupt a church service
while it is in progress, )

The police wanted to tell the
preacher, identified only as “a Bap-
tist preacher from North Carolina”,
that it is against the law to operate
an amplifier on the street or to
conduct a street service without a
permit, ’

The minister said he was_ sorry
but tha?n he wasn’t aware of the law.
He said he wanted to conform and
that he probably would ask the
City Department of Welfare for a
permit to preach.

Police were called in .the case
when a near-by factory complained
the loudspeaker distracted its em-

- ployees and was causing a hazard

because workers leaned out win-
dows to listen.

standing throughout their entire

college career. o

Mr. Spore is the son of Rev. Ken- ‘
neth L. Spore, pastor of the Win-
field Methodist Church of ‘Little
Rock, and Mr. Burrow is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Burrow of
Morrilton.—Kenneth Parker.
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: CONFERENCE
On Protestant
CHURCH MUSIC
In Fort Worth
June 2-3-4-5-¢
Faculty of 8 Authorities
Featuring
DR. CLARENCE DICKINSON
and
DR. HELEN A. DICKINSON
For Particulars Write
Robert R. Clarke
First Methodist Church
Fort Worth, Texas
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The whole plan of Steward-
ship cultivation should result in m
God through signing of the Coveng
Year of Stewardship will be base
questions which I give.

"What shall I render unto God?” M
Let every pastor order his supply of Covenant Cards NOW
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- Short Stories Of Practical Stewardship Non-Partisan

=

;E:- By WILLIAM L. STIDGER _ I A minister in New Jersey wrote
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“TQ BRING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD”

RED STONE, the immortal
F Pal on the American stage;
he who never spoke or al-
lowed to be spoken, a single
line in any of his comedies which
would offend a child or a woman;
he who played five years in “The
Wizard of Oz” in London and the
United States; he who turned from
the stage and made another career
for himself in motion pictures after
65, is a tither and believes in the
stewardship of life and talents; and
this is the way it came about:
The first scene was in Boston and
T’ll let Fred tell it:

“Dave Montgomery and I teamed

up together and were known as
Montgomery and Stone in vaude-
ville for twenty years. Just before
we went on stage one day in Boston
we looked through the stage curtain
peephole and saw that there were
only a few people in the audience.

“Dave said to me: ‘Let’s go easy
today, Fred. There’s no audience
out there. Let’s save ourselves for
tonight!’

“I replied to Dave: ‘Never, Dave!

We’ll give them the best we have.’

There may be a poor, lonely, dis-
couraged soul out there in that
audience; some poor devil who is
down-and-out and needs a laugh.
No matter how big the audience,
let's always give all that we have!’
And we did—and we always did!”

The second scene is in Billings,
Fred says in telling
me that story: “I had been think-
ing about religion for a long time.

I wanted to get into the Kingdom
of God about which I had heard
them talking so much all my life.
I hunted up a Methodist minister.
When I went to the parsonage the
minister’s- wife came to the door
and I said: ‘Is the minister here?’

“She looked me over and I guess
she thought I was a tramp for she
half closed the door in my face, and
asked: ‘Is it important?’

“ ‘I{’s migntly important to mg,
lady?

“Then she invited me in and the
preacher and I 'talked about.God for
two hours.  He read the Bible to

me—and we prayed; and I felt bet--

ter!
“Before I left I invited that
preacher to come to my show. We

. Bill

made a bargain; if he would come
to my show I would come to his
church the next. Sunday. It was
the first time he had been to a

- show and it was the first time I

had been to church in forty years.
I heard him preach and then I stay-
ed to Sunday School. As the time

. came to close the class I still felt

that I was outside looking in, so I
asked if I could say a few words.

“T told them of my life; of how
I had climbed the ladder of success
but that I hadn’t taken a single step
on the Golden Ladder of Faith; that
I was going to start that very day.
Then havirg made -my public con-
fession of religion I asked if there
wasn’t something that I could DO.

“Then that precacher almost
bowled me over, for he said: “You
can gct down here on your knees
and pray, Mr. Sicne!” But I did it
I praycd, and I began to feel as ifI
was at least part way into the King-
dom c¢f God. I had at least started
to tithe and I had nrayed.”

Two years later Fred Stone came
to Detroit where I was pastor. One
of my laymen who knew him in-
timately intrcduced me to him and
he took me back stage. At the end
of that week’s run I got a note from
Fred Stone. I quote it exactly, even
to his simple, almost child-like use
of one of our church phrases: “Dear
I am enclosing a check for
one thousand dollars which is my
tithe for this week. Take it and use
it in the best way vou know how to
help bring in the Kingdom of God.”

‘The Chmrch School Teaches Stewardship

By CHARLES C. TURNER, JR.

measure the

N a very large
. Mecthodist Church looks to the

church school for leadership in
the Crusade for Christ year of
Stewardship. Therefore at the very
heart of the church school program
for the coming year will be the
developing of attitudes and activi-

_ ties of-stewardship in every church

school . member. We will see the
dawn of a new day in Methodism
when lay people in the church and
church school discover the vast pos-
sibilities in their own services as
stewards of the Master,

The church school is directing its
stewardship emphasis along three
specific lines: '

1. To help every church school
member to understand life as a
trust from God. The cultivation of
the stewardship attitude of life is
one of our first obligations. All of
our powers and possessions are en-
trusted to us by God to be used for
Him.

In order to develop this attitude
on the part of its members the regu-
lar lesson materials of the church
school will be rich throughout the
year in stewardship teaching, Mem-
bers will be encouraged to engage
in personal prayer and Bible read-
ing so that we may have guidance
in the business of living, as stew-
ards of the Most High God. Special
worship services and pageants will
be presented in many church schools
emphasizing the challenge and
glrama of Christian stewardship. It
1s expected that every church school

will give special support to sermons
by the pastor which are devoted to
this all-important emphasis.

2. To challenge our people not
only to look upon life as a sacred
trust, but to be willing to put their
“shoulder to the wheel” as servants
of the Christ. Reaching the multi-
tudes of the earth with the Chris-
tian message is too great a task
for the preacher alone. The Dis-
ciples were the stewards of their
days, and we are the stewards of
our day. We, too, must become even
more earnest ‘fishers of men.”

The church is desperately in need
of modern stewards. We need 200,-
000 new church school teachers,
special leaders who will serve as
officers and workers, home visitors,
music leaders, worship chairmen,
and committee leaders. We must
find capable men and women to
serve as preachers, missionaries,
directors of religious education, The
Volunteer Service of the Methodist
Youth Fellowship'is at present plac-
ing this challenge before our youth.
During the coming year the church
school will be saying to its entire
membership, “If you love Him, why
not serve Him?” .

3. To increase the stewardship
of our possessions which will resuit
in giving more of our money for
God’s work. MWith money plentiful,
Christians in America are giving
less per capita for the cause of the
Church than they gave during the
depression. This is true despite the
infinitely greater need of today.

In the year of Stewardship the
church school purposes to ‘train
and encourage its members in habits
of regular and adequate giving. We
must acquaint. members with the
program of our World Service
agencies which seek to bear the
Christian message not only to
America but to the entire world.
There are many glorious stories in
the work of these agencies. Our
people must hear them and catch
the vision of what Methodism is
doing to lift mankind to a higher
spirituality in Christ.

This is a gigantic task which the
church school has set for itself-—and
it is likewise imperative. The .he_a'rt
of a great evangelical Christian
church must never ease 'into the
futile practice of lip service only.
Methodism must retain her great-
ness by being cver conscious of her
‘stewardship to the Lord of Life.
The church school seeks to share in
this great endeavor.
,—_4——/—‘:";:—_‘:—:‘_‘-;:

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION
Title Guarantee Bldg. ) Dept. JL3
Los Angeles 13, Calif. ‘
1 am a minister and in sympathy with
your nz)rusa(]e for Spiritual Freedom.

Place me on your I¢
receive your publications.

representative list to

.

STREET  .ovoveeeessiaressessassasassssassssasssssmsessomssssssisssassiss
CITY cooeoereenenesmnsesssasnsesiss STATE ..o,

(If you are not a clergyman, clip and
send this column to your minister.)

old, but I suppose it will wind up
now that the Republicans are in
power.”

The election didn’t restore and
safeguard Freedom for America. It
terminated some trends which were
destroying it and gave the other
Party an opportunity to prove
whether it will really champion
Freedom—even when it is unpopu-
lar, costly of votes and restrictive of
patronage.

But habits created under govern-
mental paternalism are still part of
our people. The {fight for Capital
“p» Freedom continues-—and the
most important battles are in the
future, not the past.

The rank and f{file citizenry in
other nations have been betrayed
by those who have promised them
security, taken their freedom in

payment and delivered NOTHING -

except enslavement.

We common people in America do
not propose to be betrayed. We
shall not’ yield our constitutional
government, our states rights, our
due processes of law, our concept of
private property and our belief in
the sovereignty of the citizen, rather
than the state. Collective secur-
ity has no meaning if in application
it fails to insure individual security.

No bigwigs in Washington, Wall
Street, Moscow, or anywhere else
shall take away the God given rights
which we common people have as
children of God—not without the
sort of fine, unyielding opposition
by the Clergy that tdok Niemoller
through eight years imprisonment
as Hitler’s personal prisoner.

_The clergy of America must get
their ardor up. Freedom is still in
peril, all over the world. This has
been a Freedom-abandoning age.
1t is the responsibility of ministers
of churches to spcak courageously
and turn this tide. They can and
are doing so by exerting their com-
munity-wide influences of helpful-
ness—on behalf of Freedom, spirit-
ual Freedom, non-partisan Freedom.

Of course this Crusade continues!
Ten thousand ministers banded to-
gether for Freedom — pledged to
champion it in their areas of influ-
ence and in their own ways. What
a force! Want to join us?

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION
(Since 1934)

Los Angeles, Chicago, New York
Advisory Committee

Chairman, DONALD J. COWLING, Pres-
ident Carleton College 1909-1945; ROGER
W. BABSON, Statistician; WILLIAM F.
BRAASCH, Board of Trustees, American
Medical Association; UPTON CLOSE,
Author, *Commentator; ELY CULBERT-
SON, Author, Lecturer; CARY EGGLES-
TON, Physician;
Founder National Small Business Men's
Association; JAMES W. FIELD, Jr.
Founder and Director Spiritual Mobiliza-
tion, Minister First Congregational Church
of Los Angeles; EDGAR J. GOODSPEED,
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APPEAL ASKS VETERANS
TO RESTORE SANCTITY
. OF HOME

WASHINGTON, D. C.—(RNS)—
The Army and Navy Chaplains
Association of the United States has
released here a special “Washington
Birthday Message”, imploring vet-
erans to “win the peace by restor-
ing the sanctity of the American
home”. The appeal was composed
by four heroes of World War II at
the invitation of the Association.

The four men, each of whom was
decorated for valour in the recent
war, are Hamilton H. Kellogg, U. S.
Army, Houston, Texas; Edward J.
Kroencke, U. S. Army, Columbus,
O.; Paul J. Redmond, U. S. Marines,
,San Francisco, Calif.,, and Merritt

~ F. Williams, USNR, Washington, D.
C.

The statement addressed to all
veterans of the recent war, follows:

“Because- we shared your hard-
ships and trials in war—which tests
men’s character and courage—we
learned at first hand the valor of
your patriotism. Today this unique
bond of respect and friendship
places a stern duty upon us To speak
out to you concerning serious
threats to the most precious values
in American Jife—faith in God and
obedience to His moral law.

“Washington spoke the eternal
truth when he warned that Religion
and Morality are the necessary sup-
port and strength in the American
government and that morality can-
not be maintained without religion.
The strength of the moral law is the
religious faith from which it springs.

“Today broken homes, youthful
criminals, rampant social disease,
lustful and boldly immoral movies
and magazines are but a few of the
dangerous threats to the moral
strength of the American home—
the foundation of America’s great-
ness.

“In God’s design for the lives of
of individuals and nations—no na-
tion in history has escaped corrup-
tion and death which lost faith in
God and refused obedience to His
moral commandments.

“With all the seriousness of our
dedication—we take this opportun-
ity at the anniversary of the birth
of the Father of our country to re-
call his wisdom and to implore you
—who have won the war—to win
the peace, by restoring the sanctity
of the American home where faith,
and morality, abide, and become
the true cornerstone of America’s
peace and progress under God.”

GIDEONS GIVE AWAY THEIR
© 2,500,000TH BIBLE

Gideons, national businessmen’s
organization, gave away their 2,500-
000th Bible here at the closing
session of their annual mid-winter
cabinet meeting. At a special dedi-
cation service held in the lobby of
a local hotel, 625 Bibles were do-
nated for distribution in rooms.

In addition to the Bibles, the

Gideons have distributeq 10,500,000
copies of the New Testament.
° “We will need 500,000 copies of
the Bible and several million
copies of the New Testament to
Mmeet demands of the next two
years,” according to Treasurer
Samuel A. Fulton, of Milwaukee,
Who has been a Gideon for the past
44 years.

The organization aims at placing
Bibles in every hotel room, pison
cell, barracks bunk, and steamship
Stgteroom. Its latest goal is dis-
tribution of 40,000,000 Testaments
to school children,
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BUT TO PREVENT ALCOHOLISM
WE PROTECT THE SALOON, ADVERTISE
ITS PRODUCTS AND DAILY INCREASE THEIR SALES

AMERICAN BUSINESS MEN'S RESEARCH FOUNDATION . chicaco V6 /050

BISHOP SMITH SEES INDIA’S FUTURE AS DARK

Bishop W. Angie Smith, of Qkla-
homa Cily, now on a visit to India,
representing the Council of Bishops
of the Methodist Church, paints a
dark picture of India’s immediate
future, as gathered in his first weeks
of observation and discussion there.

“The stabbings and rioting be-
tween Hindus and Mohammedans
is so serious there were three or
four soldiers in front of Bishop
John S. Subhan’s Episcopal resi-
dence in Robinson Memorial
Church, Bombay, all of the time,”
he says. ‘“The public accounts of
the number who have been wound-
ed or killed are not exaggerated but
only a small percentage of the
actual facts. The future indeed is

ark . .. .

¢ “In Bombay we met Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, Mr. Jadhan, railroad
labor conciliator for several prov-
inces, and a leader of the Depressed.
Classes. Dr. Ambedkar is the presi-
dent of a Law School in Bombay

" with 1400 students, but is recognized.

for his great work as a leader of
the ‘Scheduled’ Class, which are
commonly called the "Depressed’ or
‘Untouchables’. His great address
before the Constituent Assembly

pleading for unity in India has been.

recognized as one of the most pro-
found messages to come from that.
meeting. He is a Cqlumbia Uni-
versity graduate and one of the
most brilliant men I' hgve ever met..
He is very pessimistic about th.e
future and does not feel there is:
any chance for success in ‘the As-
sembly. He called it a Beg'gm:s;
Opera’ and very frankly said it is:
already a failure. The fact that:
Ghandi demands that Assam with--
draw rather than agree to group-
ing proves the contention of Mr.

Jinnah and the Muslim League for
Pakistan according to his interpre-
tation.

“When I asked for his opinion
of the future he did not hesitate
to say that it was very dark and
much bloodshed would occur during
the year. After talking with such
brilliant leadership one cannot ac-
cept a very optimistic or superficial
view of the freedom of India. With
nearly 600 Indian states and the
Muslim League out of the Consti-
“tuent Assembly, it can readily be
seen that a very rough road is
ahead for unity and freedom in
India.

“Later, some twenty-five or more
Indian and missionary leaders gath-
ered for a period of conversation
and discussion. We were given a
most cordial welcome by Christian
and non-Christian alike. I con-
veyed the greeting from America,
and then followed a period of dis-
cussion. Dr, J. M. Kumarappa, prin-
cipal of Tata School of Social Scien-
ces and at one time a Methodist
and delegate to a General Confer-
ence, was very pronounced in his
opposition to all missionary work.
He is so strong in his Nationalism
he is opposed to all missionary acti-
vity and feels there should be an all
Indian Church. When he was re-
minded by an Indian leader that
he employed Western teachers, he
replied that culture was universal
and knew no national lines. When
I asked him if the same were not
true of religion he could give no
reply. The discussions were all on
a very high plain and in a fine
spirit but the whole question of
Indian freedom has cut very deeply
into the souls of these leaders. I
can find no agreement among them

BUTCH DODGED THE
DUMB:BELL

A Parable by Ezra M. Cox

A certain minister; full of lové
and compassion for humanity, in=<
vited a gang of street boys into the
basement of his church to play.

At their play they did put nicks
in the furniture, and had a soften-
ing effect upon the plastering on the
wall. But the minister had more
love for boys than he did for church
furniture.

Behold, one night two church of-
ficials were passing by and beheld
the light in the basement of their
church,

One said unto the other: “What
can this thing be?” As they drew
near they heard sounds of joy and
laughter. And when they beheld.
their minister playing with boys
who did not belong to their fold,
their ire did wax exceeding hot.

They entered the church and
looked about and beheld the nicks
in the furniture and the crumbs of
plastering on the floor.

After this their wrath knew no
bounds and they called the minister
and said: “This thing cannot be.”

And they said unto the street
boys, “Get hence, for this church
is no place for boys to play.” ' So
the boys were cast forth into outer
darkness and the officials turhe
off the lights. )

The boys returned to their accus-
tomed streets and did quietly pass
the centurian swinging his club for
they were fearful of all men. As
they passed along the way they met
a man dressed in fine raiments who
greeted them with a friendly smile.
“Come,” he said, “into the base-
ment of my church for I have a nice
place for boys to play.”

One of the boys lifted up his voice
and said: “Good sir, we have just
been thrown out of a church be-
cause I did cast a dumb-bell at
Butch, and he dodged, and the
dumb-bell brought forth some plas.-
tering from the wall, and we were
cast out. And the minister en-
treated them saying: “Fear not, for
in my church we do not have dumb-
bells—that is, not the kind you
throw.” .

The boys followed after him, for
they had learned that after they
played in a church it was good and
they did not fear the centurian
guards who patrol the streets at
night.

And it came to pass that neither
nicks in furniture nor falling plas-
tering nor principalities nor powers
could separate that minister from
his love and devotion to those boys..
And they grew up in that church
and became members. And the
thrower of that dumb-bell became
a Methodist minister.

What will it profit a church to
save its furniture and lose its own
boys?

CONFISCATED CHURCH
BELLS RETURNED TO
AUSTRIA

VIENNA (By Wireless)~RNS)—
Thirty-two church bells consficated
by the Nazis after they had overrun
Austria, have been returned from
Hamburg,

Among them were the 8,000-
pound bells of Linz Cathedral.

" Bad men excuse their faults; good
men will leave them—Ben Johns-
ton.

and if I correctly interpret the fu-
ture, it is truly a dark one.”

+
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GOLDEN TEX

In the three chapters 14, 15, and
16 of John we have a record of the
most intimate and sacred conversa-
tions Josus had with his disciples.
These were words spoken just be-
fore his death, and all of the group
sensed something of the seriousness
and significance of what was soon
to happen. Many thousands of peo-
ple have read with much comfort
these chapters before they saw them
in the International lesson for this
month.

If we had been given three
months on these three chapters
much of the comforting, enriching,
upbuilding truths in these chapters
could have been discussed. To com-
pact them all in one lesson is im-
possible. Hence, I am forced to
touch and touch briefly only a few
of these precious truths. The teach-
ers who have been so lavish in their
commendations of these lessons for
th.e Arkansas Methodist very likely
will be disappointed in this particu-
lar lesson. Probably the very thing
you wished discussed 'is passed
over lightly or not mentioned at all.
I hope that some of the few matters
I shall note may be helpful to you
and your class.

Why Sorrowful?

In the previous chapters ‘Jesus
spoke so frequently about his de-
parture, sometimes in a mysterious
way, sometimes openly. In either

** case the disciples were disturbed,

disappointed, and  disconsolate.
._]'esus tried to comfort them by say-
ing, “Let not your hearts be trou-
"bled.” In my Father’s house there
is room for you too. If such prepar-
ation had not been made for you
I would have told you. I will go
and prepare quarters for you, and
then come again and we will go
back to~our Father’s house to live
together forever more.

Jesus the Way the Truth
and the Life

When doubting Thomas asked
how we can know the way Jesus
answered, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life.”” T heard an eloquent
preacher paraphrase it, “I am the
truthful way that leads unto life.”
Iq the Latin these words all begin
with V; via vertes, vita. ‘Jesus is
the way we must go; Jesus is the
t}'uth we must believe; Jesus is the
hfe—the fuller, richer, more abun-
dant life we must live. It is hardly
necessary to mention again the ceng
trality of Jesus in Christianity. *

The Holy Trinity

We Christians—Protestants, Cath-
olic, .Greeks are all Trinitarians,
that is, we believe in God the Fath-

_er, God the Son, and God the Holy

Spirit. Not three Gods, but one
God manifesting himself as Father
Son and Holy Spirit. In these chap:
ters we see something of the rela-
tionship and the functions of the
three persons in the Godhead. Jesus
gets his guidance from the Father.
The Eather sends the Holy Spirit.
to abide with us forever. “But the

|  The Sunday School Lesson

By DR. O. E. GODDARD
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* INTIMATE WORDS WITH HIS DISCIPLES
LESSON FOR MARCH 16, 1947

SCRIPTURE TEXT: ~John 14-16 Chapters.

T: Ye are my friends, if ye- do the
things which I command you. (John 15:14)

Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
swhom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach’ you all things,
and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto
you.” (John 14:26).

Prayer in Jesus’ Name

«And whatsoever ye shall ask in
my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son.
If ye ask anything in my name,
I will do it.” (John 14:13-14). All
prayer must be .in the name of
Jesus. You and I have no right to
a throne of grace except through
Jesus Christ. We have mno credit
in the bank of heaven and our
check will not be honored there
unless we sign the name of Jesus
to our checks. That is what Jesus
means when he says, “If you shall
ask anything in my name, I will
do it That is to say, that if you
belong to mie, if you are doing
business for me, if you will use the
proceeds of this check to advance
my Kingdom, you may use my
name. The question that ever comes
to us is, are we SO related to Jesus
that we can say, “For Christ’s sake,
Amen.” ’

There are no limits to the possi-
bilities of prayer if the petitioner

has a right to use the name of

Jesus on his check. What a boon
to be’ on “praying grounds, and
pleading terms with God,” through
Jesus Christ. ©

The Comforier Has Come

On the day of Pentecost the Holy
Spirit came in all his fullness. He
is in our world today to reprove
the world of sin, of rightecusness,
and of judgment. He is here to
bear witness with our spirits that
we are the children of God. Here
to guide us into all truth. The
Holy Spirit is often, called Counse-
lor. When the King James version
of the Bible which has been in use
for several centuries, was made
there was no word in English to
express what is meant by “Comfort-
er’. Since then the word “para-
clete” has been angelicized and is
now a good English word. It has

‘not yet gathered to itself the sanc-

tity of Comforter. It means a
strong one sent along to the weak
one to give him protection, guid-
ance, comfort, or anything else that
he needs. In a generation or more
we can talk of the blessed para-
clete as sanctimonously as we now
say comforter, or Spirit.

The Vine and the Branches

Jesus said that he was the vine
and we are the branches. The

Father is the husbandman. As the ’

branch draws power to live and
grow, and bear fruit from the vine,
so we draw power to live, and grow,
and bear our spiritual fruit from
Christ. His connection must be real,
vital. “Herein is my Father glori-
fied that you bear much fruit.”
God is pleased, honored, glorified by
a fruitful Christian. What a joy
it is to know that we may please

God! And in the end God will
say, “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the
joys of the Lord.” May each one
aspire to win that welcome plaudit.

The Fruitless Branch Cast Off
And Burned

It is expected that every child of
God shall bear fruit. We are saved
to serve. God has a right to expect
our cooperation in saving the world.
By word and work, prayer and
faith we are to be soulwinners. If
we are nof the record says alarming
things. “Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh away.”
“If a man abide not in me, he is
cast forth as a branch, and is with-
ered; and men gather them and cast
them into the fire, "and they are
btrned.”

“If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as
I have kept my Father’s command-
ments, and abide in his love.”

Today are you fruitful or fruit-
less? Are you keeping the com-
mandments and abiding in his love?

Expect Tribulations*

In these chapters Jesus repeatedly
told the disciples that they would
have persecutions. He encountered
persecutions and hatred without a
cause, and was executed as a crim-
inal. So Jesus warns the disciples
not te expect an easier or better
time than their Lord had experi-
enced.

“Be of good cheer for I have over-
come the world” It did not look
as if he had overcome the world
when he said this. He was at that
time facing denial, betrayal, perse-
cution, prosecution, and crucifixion.
It was his triumphant faith which
sustained him.

Today the World Outlook is Gloomy

There were never such perten-
tious signs of destruction on the
horizon. We have been killing each
other by the millions. Our efforts
for a permanent peace are not
emerging. Evil seems to be en-
throned in the political, commercial,
and social world. Even the churches
are not immune -from the disheart-
ening conditions. If God’s chosen
few do not remain faithful and
obedient, it has been said by great
leaders of world study, that our
present civilization cannot survive.

Jesus is saying to the faithful,
“Be of good courage, Yyou and I
can overcome the powers of dark-
ness. If Jesus can depend upon
a Gideon’s band, one can chase a
thousand and two can put to flight
ten thousand. Guided by power
divine, and imbued by the Spirit of
power, we can laugh at impossi-
bilities and cry, “it shall be done.”

The two questions are before us:
Will the present civilization col-
lapse and humanity be annihilated?
Or will Prince Immanuel win? If
God’s people will repent, if they
will have faith in our conquering
Christ, the powers of darkness can
be driven back and Jesus crowned
King of kings and Lord of lords.
Then Heaven and earth can join in
a grand hallelujah chorus, even sur-
passing that heard on that first
Christmas morn!

Question: After this sacred con-
versation with the disciples did they
not feel that they had a stewardship
to all for whom Jesus died?

-

The vital part about religion, af-
ter all, is not what you thiqk abogt
it, but what you do about it.—Wil-

fred Grenfell.

TENNESSEE BANS SNAKE
HANDLING

NASHVILLE, TENN.—(RNS)—A
law to prohibit display of poisonous
snakes in any way as to endanger
the life of any person was passed
by the Tennessee General Assem-
bly. The bill, aimed at religious

cults which practice snake hand- i .

ling in their services, provides fines [

of not less than $50 and not more
than $150 and jail terms up to six
months for violation.

One Chattanooga minister died

last year of a snake bite inflicted
during worship services, and an-

other was fatally bitten when he~

preached the funeral of the first.

THE RELATION OF RELIGION
AND THE CHURCH TO
PUBLIC EDUCATION

(Continued from Page 10) N
Y

tunate omission, but also does irre-
parable harm in failing tc interpret
to the rising generation the impor-
tance and function of religion in

individual and social life. Some
way must be found to correct this
serious omission and the implied

negative attitude toward religionv; -

on the part of public education.

7. We believe that the basic phil-
osophy of modern education and the
common interpretation of the curri-
culum of the public schools as in-
clusive of the major interests of
life place upon public education an,
inescapable responsibility to include
the same broad, objective considera-
tion of religion the life of mankind
and contemporary society as obtains
in the fields of cconomics, general
history, science, and all the other
basic elements in the curriculum.

8. To this end we feel that public
school teachers and administrators
should be freed from unnatural and
artificial restraint in dealing with
religion as it naturally arises in
everyday activity in the classroom
and other phases of school life and
that they should be encouraged to
treat religion as it thus arises in ar
intelligent and objective manner.
Moreover, there should be provided
a much larger body of appropriate
curriculum and resource material.

9. We call upon teacher training
institutions, church, state, and pIl-
vate, to undertake immediately the
task of training public school people
in religion and in methods of teach-
ing religion in the public schopls
in harmony with the foregoing prin-
ciples. -

10. In making religion a more€
normal and effective part ‘of our
total education we recognize the
necessity of making a broad ap
proach to the many problems I
volved and of using every possﬂ‘)le
means of integrating religion \Vlt}‘:
the total education of children anc
youth.
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