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BUT PETER SAID, ANANIAS, WHY HATH
SATAN FILLED THINE HEART TO LIE TO THE
HOLY GHOST, AND TO KEEP BACK PART OF
THE PRICE OF THE LAND? WHILE IT RE-
MAINED, WAS IT NOT THINE OWN? AND
AFTER IT WAS SOLD, WAS IT NOT IN THINE
OWN POWER? WHY HAST THOU CONCEIVED
THIS THING IN THINE HEART? THOU HAST
NOT LIED UNTO MEN, BUT UNTO GOD. AND
ANANIAS HEARING THESE WORDS FELL
DOWN, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST AND
GREAT FEAR CAME ON ALL THEM THAT
HEARD THESE THINGS.—Acts. 5:3-5.

LET US BE HONEST.

During the past year almost everyone has ex-
cused himself from various religious contributions,
s;uch as Centenary payments and pledges for Chris-
tian Education, on the ground that financial condi-
tions were extremely bad, aud has promised to pay
or to pledge when conditions should improve. It
is now necessary to keep these pledges to be
honest. There are exceptions, but most of us are
getting the Dbenc{it of the higher price of cotton.
Even where the crop is poor the cost of making
it was so low that the present price is compensa-
tion for the loss in quantity.

At the beginning of Christianity, in the case of
Ananias and Sapphira, the Church was put on
notice that false representation of one’s financial

‘relation was a sin against the Holy Ghost. The

punishment scems extreme, but the sin is so
subtle and so deadly in its effect upon character
that a startling warning was given. Today let us
beware lest, in voiding our promises made a few
months ago, we virtually commit the secret sin
of lying to God.” Be not deceived; God is not
mocked.” We may cover our real purposes from
our neighbors. We may even deceive ourselves;
but we cannot mock God who knows our inmost
souls. God may not strike us down instantly for
our attempted deception; but He can turn our pros-
perit)‘/ into poverty and our souls will pay tihe
penaity. “Whatsoever a man. soweth, that shall
he also reap.” Let us be honest with God.

HOW TO RECOVER.

An expert on cconomics says: “Loss of wages
and salary due to unemployment is now runniug
at the rale of $7,500,000,000 annually—nearly
enough to pay the expensecs of the Federal Gov-
ernment and ihe governments of all the States,
with the Army and Navy appropriations and out-
lays for roads and public improvements thrown

-in”

He further says: “Unemployment is not the
work of the devil nor of chance; nor is it the
accomplishment of any man or group of men.
There is nothing accidental about it. It was
created by such- definite and legible factors that
it was forescen more than two years ago. The
whole world, with only individual exceptlions, was
then doing business the wrong way-—a way which
was certain to produce idleness of both labor and
invested capital. Capitalists, employers, managers,
producers ‘and labor organizations, mdde moncy
by boosting prices and charges. They went so far
that the public did not have money enough to buy
thé produets of industry; and so it is that we
now have idle plants and idle men.”

The remedy suggested is “to discard price and

wage boosting as a business method and substitute
SERVICE and MODERATION, placing reliance
upon thrift and energy as a means of money-
making rather than upon overcharging. Let the
manufacturer serve the public better by giving
more for the money, and his plants will have ali
they can do. Let the worker accept a moderate
wage, and he will find that full employment under
such conditions is better than partial employment
at high wages. Moderate prices and wages carry
with them a moderate cost of living and full and
continuous employment.”

Let us all co-operate to bring about the proper

readjustments. Let us discard “the dog in the
nianger” policy.

THE TRAGEDY OF FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND.

Viscount Eslier has written a book, “The Tragedy
of Lord IKitchener,” which is attracting much at-
tention. He does not discuss his mysterious death
at sea, but the tragedy of his last years.

Lord Kitchiener was the great lmilitary man of
the British Empire, but his success had been won
in dealing with sitnations in Africa and the Rast.
Being a silent man, somecthing of a mystic, he
understood the psychology of the darker races;
but he was not a modern man and was not accus-
tomed to acting after conference with others. He
could not talk well enough to impress- his plans
upon his colleagues in the Cabinet, and he could
not comprehend the immensity of the operations
of the World war.

“Lord Esher gives a painful picture of him
struggling like a blind and bewildered giant amid
unfamiliar surroundings, and against intangible,
but powerful, forces whicli he could not effectively
combat because he could not understand them.”

It is argued that if he had been able to-divest
himself of twenty years the control and course of
the war would have Dbeen different. IIis instinct
was right, because he felt that results could be
most quickly and surely obtained in the East, but
he was not able to seccurc the necessary co-oper-
ation for success. Later Allenby did what Kitchener

‘belicved should have been done carlier.

Realizing his failure and yet loyally seeking to
do his best, Lord Kitchener was in a pitiful situa-
tion which was rclicved by his unexpected death
at sea. Tle is an example of the leader who has
lost his power to lead and yel is so conscientious
that he must stick to the post of duty. Ile is a
wise man wlho knows when to retire from great
responsibility.:

“PIGGLY WIGGLY.

Tive years ago there was no such thing. Then
Clarence Saunders of Memphis began to develop
au idea and “Piggly Wiggly” came into existence.
Now we all know what it stands for and thosc
who have used “Piggly Wiggly” like it.

A “Piggly Wiggly” is a grocery where all the
goods are ready in packages with prices marked.
The cusiomer goes through, makes his own selee-
tion, and pays as he goes out. It is business on a
cash basis, eliminatling loss and extira expense of
clerks and delivery; hence the prices ave less, It
is an exteusion of the cafeteria idea to the grocery
business.

Only forty years old, a native of rural Ten-
nessee, Mr. Saunders is now the head of an organ-
ization with over 600 grocery stores doing a busi-

ness of $5,000,000 a month. His career is a
romance of business. He was an orphan at five,
had little schooling, but lic was willing fo work, "
had ideas, and put them to work. He has a genius
for organization. He worked in a planing mill at
25 cents a day, clerked in a store for $4 a month
and board, working from 5 a. m. to 10 p. m. If he
had begun at 8 a. m. and quit at 5 p. 1. he would
not have risen so rapidly, bDecause he would not
have learned so much in a short time. He soon

a month, and dcvqloped into a crack salesman.
Then he organized . merchants for buying, and
established his own wholesale house. After a
successful experience he got the “Piggly Wiggly”
ideca, and is now one of the big business men of the
South. He belicves in treating his customers
fairly and instructs his_employees to take no ad-
vantage of ignorance or accident. It is a great
satisfaction to know that patronizing his stores
means a coytribution to honest methods.

SHALL WE HAVE HEADQUARTERS? )
.Announcement has been alrecady made that our
First Church of this city has secured adjacent .lots
with the purpose to ecrect a modern Sund’ay school
building. This is good, but there is opportunity to
do cven more. Arkansas Methodism needs head-
quarters in the capital city. First Churel, our old-
est organization in the city, one of the oldest in
the State, ideally located with reference to' the
Methodism of the whole State, should have a build-
ing where all Arkansas Metlhodism may be ade-
quately represented. Let plans be developed so
that rooms may be provided for our various inter-
ests. A down-town church is often difficult to
maintain, but as the virtual “cathedral” of Arkan-
sas Methodism TFirst Church would have a prestige
that would give it a new lease on life and widen
and perpetuate its influence. Let us get together
and build something that will be a worthy monu-
ment to the foresight and spirit of our Methodism.

AN EXPLANATION.

On account of a strike which began Monday we
are able to get out only a

half-sizo paper this
week.

All the departments are omitled because
the copy was not in hand before the strike began.

We do not know what arrangement can be made
for other issues. Some may be missed and somo
may be reduced in size. Let all communieations
be sent in as usual so that we may be prepared for
the full, regular issues.

Pastors are urged to send for mailing lists and
assist in colleeting,

Subscribers who appreciate the paper should re-
mit promptly and help us over our financiad diffi-
culties,

Let us all be patient and co-operate,

Andrew Carnegic's carly success in the iron in-
dustry was due fo the fact that he discovered the
value of Chemistry and made it his servant. A
recent  writer says: industry is now
whelly creative.  Without Chemistry there can be
no progress, for the improvements of inventor,
erigineer, and manufactuver turn out to be more
or less chemical in the end.

“Modern

The beginning of wisdom is not the school, but
humility heforo God.

got into a wholesale grocery and was making $90
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PERSONAL AND -OTHER ITEMS.

If you want to learn all about the man who
evolved “Piggly Wiggly,” read about him in Forbes
Magazine for October 1. It is published in New
York for 20 cents a copy, or $4 a vear. Read also
in the same number what Cliemistry is doing for
business. ’ ’ B

The plain American citizen who wishes to under-
'stand the situation may rest assured of this: there
is no public sentiment for the return of liquor
or the saloon. Everything that resembles it is
stage play, skillfully made up and paid for. When
the money of the “wets” is all fooled away from
them, America will be dry.—Dearborn Independent.

The modern girl, half-dressed, loud-voiced, cig-
arette-smoking, and bumptious-mannered, is at
present an uulovely object, to whatever social rank
she belongs; and at present, I am sorry to say,
she is found in all grades of society. ‘When she
mends her manners young men will mend theirs.—
Writer in London Times. : i

If a full, frank history of the inner happenings
in the financial wortd during the last five years
could be written and published broadcast, it would
have a most wholesome effect, particularly upon
the younger gencration. It would reveal that even
the most powerful financiers cannot always manip-
ulate things so as to rcap morc than they sow.—
Forbes Magazine.

Mr. Hughes, the Australian prime minister, in a
recent speech upon Australian policy, said: “The
existence of the Commonwealth depends upon the
empire’s possessing an adequate navy, and added
that there was no objection to renewing the Anglo-
Japancse alliance, but it must he subject to two
conditions—that this sbould not prejudice in any
way the White Australian policy, and that it should
not be directed against the United States.”

Dr. Ivan Lec Holt of St. Louis, pastor of the
leading church of the Methodist Jupiscopal Church,
South, moved the assembly. IIis subject was
“Christian  Doctrine in Relation to Present
Thought.” Iie carried the whotle house with him

We are counting on Yyou, decar reader,

promptly to renew your subscription, and
" thus help to carry the FElg burden of ex-
Wil you

pense during the dull seascn.

help? Do it now.

ARKANSAS METHODIST
when he declareq that no people in the history
of the world has had to carry so many political
responsibilities as the British people of today.—
Central Christian Advocate.

Practical men are realizing that business is more
than mere machinery, and that prosperity really
awaits the development and organization of human
beings. It is not enough to be religious and let the
matter rest there. We shall not find truly endur-
ing investments ynless we express our religion in
our business and strive to bring happiness to all
those dependent upon us for their daily bread. We
must strive to help others to lielp themselves, and
give their souls expression.—Roger W. Babson, in
Forbes’ Magazine.

The restoration of individualism will mean the
restoration, re-emphasis, and final establishment of
Americanism, of the American spirit, of the type
that developed from our frontier conditions. We
neced again that optimism, that self-reliance, that
courage, that far-sightedness, that endurance of
difficulties and hardships, that spirit of initiative
which led our fathers across the wilderness to the
conquest of this continent—individual self-reliance,
individual morality, conduct and fear of God.—
President Kinley (University of Illinois) in The
Rotarian. :

Never before was the need for ‘products so
great, never before was such valuable producing
machinery and facility available, never before was
there so much that needed to be done. Nature has
been exceedingiy kind, and Nature is calling us
above all things to work with her to rebuild a dis-
tracted world. Insofar as our people in America
are prepared to go to work at reasonable wages,
insofar as we are prepared quickly to abandon the
artificial extravagances of war- will we 1lay the
foundations for a new prosperity sucl as we have
never enjoyed before.—Charles M. Schwab.

The first speech -came from Bishop E. D. Mou-
zon, D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
He has an upright and commanding figure, with a
powerful voice, and he won from his opening sen-
tencc a splendid hearing. As Methodists we were
agreed on doctrine but concerning modes of ad-
ministration we differ. The hour had struck when
the two Episcopal Methodisms of America must be-
come one or answer before the bar of God was a
declaration that evoked a stormn of applause. Fed-
cration did not and could not function. These two
great churches were largely unknown to each other.
It was a glorious trumpet call to unity. The strik-
ing compliment was paid to the speaker that an
extension of time was granted to him-—Report of
Ecumenical Cenference.

How gently the Holy Spirit works in sanctifying
souls! In our experience wc find that the
strongest influences from- other lives have gently
and silently infiltrated themselves into the depths
of our lives. The Holy Spirit does not cocrce nor
in any way force Himself upon people. Is there
anything that requires such gentle handling as the
human spirit? The Spirit is more gentle in deal-
ing with men than anyone clse can possibly De,
because He alone fully appreciates the precious-
ness of the soul and the innumerable ways in
which it may sulfer injury. Ifineness of touch is
characteristic of great genius. How casily a great
piece of work may be ruined by a single slip! The
Holy Spirit cannot possibly make' a mistake in
dealing with souls——C. N. Bartlett in DBibliotheca
Sacra.

We have scen mauy periods which tried the

soul of the Republic. We shall see many more.

There have Dbeen and will be times when
efforts will be_ great and profits will van-
ish. There have been and will be times when

the peoplo will be called upon to make great sac-
rifices for their country. Unless Amecricans shall
continue to live in something more than the pres-
eni, to be moved by something more than material
gains, they will not be ablo to respond to these
requirements and they will go down as other
peoples have gone down before somernation pos-
sessed of a greater moral force. The will to en-
dure is not the creation of a moment, it is the
result of long training. That will has been our

possession up to the present hour. By its exer-
cise we have prospered and brought forth many
wonderful works. The object of our education is
to continue us in this great power. That power
depends on our ideals. The great and unfailing
source of that power and these ideals has been
the influence of thie classics of Greece and Rome.
Those who believe in America, in her language,
her arts, her literature and in her science, will
seek to perpetuate themn by perpetuating the edu-
cation which has produced them.—Vice President
Calvin Coolidge.

The need for Clristian journalism is compelling.
As long as some people know more about the details
of the latest divorce scandal than they do about the
work of the kingdom of God, there is still the ne-
cessity for urging the enlarged circulation of church
papers. Why should jingoism be allowed to dom-
inate the thought of our people in relation to
Mexico and Japan when the Christian approach to
those nations is far more important to be known?
The religious paper must fight the battle for right
in the field of journalism, just as the preacher must
let his voice be heard in the field of oral address.
Subtle agencies are at work breaking down the
morals of our members. Not a few labor organs
read by our people contain anti-Christian and anti-
chureh propaganda. Capitalist papers in some in-
stances arc breathing out threats against the
church’s social program and undermining the faith
of our members in Methodist leadership. Extreme
religious groups push their printed matter upon our
people, poisoning the springs of doctrine, challeng-
ing our polity, and charging the church with many
and gricvous errors. These insidious influences
must be checkmated by the persistent pressing of
our Cliristian Advocates upon the attention of our
people. Journalistic lies are best combated with
journalistic truths.—Western Christian Advocate.

BOOK REVIEW,

Essentials of Journalism: A Manual in Newspaper
Making for College Classes; by H. F. Harrington,
Associate in Journalism, University of linois,
and T. T. Frankenberg, formerly of The Ohio
State Journal; published by Ginn & Co., Boston,
New York, Chicago, and Dallas; price $1.75.
This book was published several years ago, but

its value is so great and there s such a growing

interest in journalism that we think it. wortlh while
to dircet attention to it. The authors say of the
book: “It has been written becausc there geemed
to be no available textbook to direct the minds of
young men and women into right channels and
the disciplinc necessary for newspaper work. . -

An attempt has been made to present the subject

i1 an interesling and systematic way. The student

is shown not only how others write, but how he
himsclf should write to do acceptable \vork:"

Some of the topies treated are: «journalistic

Style,” “The Structure of a News gtory,” “The

Reporter,” “The City Editor,” “Interviews,” “Th""’

American  Newspaper,”  “Country Journalism.

Then there is an Appendix with examples and illus-

trations of great worth, and a “Glossary of News-

paper Terms,” and “ Gxhibits” of pages of different

Whether a youll expects to

he will find this treatise

appreciate
of English

Often the

kinds of journals.
he a journalist or mnot,
intensely interesting in helping him to
the modern newspaper. Ivery teacher
needs the insight and suggestion given.
newspaper is criticized for supposed faults which
properly understood may even he virtues. Cer-
tainly teachers of English should be able to appre:
ciate the —vicwpoinl, of the journalist and to help hi.s
I)m)‘ils rightly to appraise the ewspapers. This
book contributes to a better undevstanding of the
journalist's position, :

,__———"'—“_‘

GET IT.

In order to encourage immediate scttiement
in this dull period we will scnd to all who
promptly renew and pay all arrcarage a free
copy of Smith’s 32-page pamphlet, ujohn Wes-
ley, The Spiritual Christian.” It is a valuabte

brochure, and all good Methodists need _it-
Help us and get your reward. Remit promptiys
as this offcr may not be long continucd.
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CONTRIBUTIONS.

LITTLE TALKS ON CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION.

By Honorable Josephus Daniels,
Tormer Secretary of the Navy of the
United States.

V. The Genius of Methodism.

The Methodist Church was born in
a college. It hastened to carry the
light of religion and learning to men
and women in factories and in mines.
In this hour when learning too often
fails to recognize its debt to religion
there is significance in the revolution
wrought by the early Wesleyan
preachers.

In his “History of the English Peo-
ple,” Green says that the early Meth-
odists “gave the first impulse to pop-
ular education” and that ‘“‘the revival
began in a small knot of Oxford stu-
dents who were in revolt against the
religious deadness of their times.”
Naturally Wesley and his associates
at Oxford felt that all they had
learned in the wisdom of the schools
should be shared with those sen-
tenced to hard work at such long
hours that neither parents nor chil-
dren enjoyed schooling.

The first step was to preach to them,
to reach ileir hearts and point them
to a better life. And to follow that

e
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By Lydia E. Pink-ham’s Vege-

table Compound, Restoring
Mrs. Benz to Health

Altoona, Pa.—*‘Iam writing to tell
youwhat Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable
e ST Compound has done

§§§ for me. We have
2 had six children
dic almost at birth.
A ¥rom onc hour to
{ nincteen days is all
i {hey have lived.  As
i1 1 was going to have
ddanother, I took a

:§ dozen bottles of your
#Vegetable Com-
pound and I can say
that it is the great:
RS SGEest medicine o
earth, for this baby is now four month
old and a healthicr baby you would no

B

want. 1 am scnding. you a picture o1
her.  Everybody says, ‘That is some

healthy looking boby.” You have my
consent to show this letter.””—Mrs. C.
W. BENz, 181 8rd Ave., Altoona, Pa.

No woman can realize the joy and
happpiness this healthy babe brought
into the home of Mrs. Benz, unless they
have had a like experience,

Every woman who suffers from any
ailments peculiar to her sex, as indica-
ted by backaches, headaches, bearing-
down pains, irregularities, nervousness
and “‘the blues” should not rest until
they have given Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound a trial.

e

tHeadaches Vanish

Sick or nervous headaches, backaches,
women’s aches alimost insg:mlly respond to
the liquid remedy Capadine. I}, stops the
pain by removing the eause. [Svery hom:

should keep a bottle handy. Sold by drus-
™ £ . TREATED ONE
il }@ W WIEEK FREB

N 1 L ‘?\ 7
few hours;
awelling reduced in a few days; regu-
the entire system. Write for Free
Trial Treatment.

iats, 10¢, H0e. 60c. TR T
;I;nsist upon gelting CAPI} .Uaf‘i}:
R
Short breath-

ing relieved in a

Iates the liver, kidneys, stomach and
heart; purifles the blood, strengthens

COLLUM PROPSY MREMEDY CO.,
Dept. IF-32, Atlanta, Ga,

with arousing the people toward the
need ‘of the “popular education” to-
ward which Green says early Metho-
dists gave great stimulus. The educa-
tion that Wesley and Whitefield re-
ceived in the higher institutions
would have brought little blessing to
the toilers but for the driving force
of religious consecration. Green says,
“The Methodists themselves were the
least result of the Methodist revival.”
It touched the Established Church and
spirited dissenters to new faith and
holy zeal. It broke the lethargy of
the clergy. It gave a new moral en-
thusiasm to the nation at large. It re-
lieved literature of the foulness which
had infested it. It gave aenew phil-
anthropic impulse to the world.

In this hour when, “after war and
after madness,” a shell-shocked world
is struggling and floundering, our
schools and colleges are crowded to
overflowing with earnest youths. These
young men and young women are
seeking the truth, digging after
knowledge, and smelting for wisdom.
Are they finding it in the seats of
learning? The answer is, as to most
of them, unqualifiedly yes. But the
average parent is disturbed because
they fear too little attention is paid
to ethics and morals and religion in
our educational institutions. It
sometimes happens that young men
go out of Christian homes to college,
with firm faith in the God of their
fathers, to return from college with
knowledge of everything else except
the wisdom which is from above.
Endowed with a vital faith in the
Great Teacher, fortified with the lore
of the sages, strengthened with wide
reading and broad culture, broadened
by discussion and toleration, the youth
with this equipment runs ecarly and
surely to the goal. Happy the pecople
with such institutions of learning!
Strong the nation with leaders so
equipped and furnished for solving
the grave problems which the coming
generation must face!

There is not a well managed col-
lege or university in the country en-
joying popular confidence that is not
overcrowded. The immediate demand
is for buildings to meect the insistent
need and for trained teachers. The
State, the Clhiurch and the individual
must measure up to this demand by
a liberality hitherto unknown. It is
an investment that will pay larger
dividends for a longer period than any
other way in which their money can
be employed.

I liope to see the day when colleges
will be as free to every capable young

man and woman as the primary
schools are to every child; when edu-
calors will feel ihe compulsion of
being religious guides as well as men-
tal leaders; and when education not
only fits men for larger social service,
but when educated men are animated
by the samo spirit of devotion to their
fellow men which seit Wesley and
Whitefield direct from classic halls to
the griiny pits of the miners, carrying
a new light and a new gospel of hope
to men denied even the sunlight of

1heaven.

If the great Church to which we
belong measures up to its opportunity
and responsibility it may be priv-
ileged to have some future historian
give it the high place in world uplift

'which Green gave to Methodists in

Wesley's day.
A distinguished

lamented

Canadian recently

the fact that so many

young people lacked the habit
church-going.

lowed as in former days.

Is it not true that crass materialism
threatens the world today as when

Wesley and Whitefield -stirred a
vival of the old faith?
answer?

It is in the old-fashioned religion
preached with demonstration and
power.

Is it too much to hope that the
seeking
consecration, may

Methodists. of this century,
the, baptism of
take a large place in hringing 1

blessings to a world that is stumbling

in the uncertainties and miasma wh
have followed war?

THE SCIENCE OF ASSUMPTIO
. Article 1.
By J. L. Cannon,
There is too much confusion.

very contradic_tory thing.
often that neither would have s

what he did say, had he been familiar
with the things contained in the dic-

tionaries. Yet both declaim in

name of science and scholarship.

I was riding on a train when a min-

ister of another
down by me,
scholars

denomination
and said: “All
are agreed that

immerse.” “As I do not know all

schoiars, will you please-give me a
list of them for {future reference,”
He glared at me for a moment,
gcarcely comprehending my meaning.
“All the lexicons say ‘Baptizo’ means
to immerse, and nothing but immerse,”

I said.

said he. “As I am mnot acquain
with all the lexicons, will you ple

name them for me, that I may get a

start,” said I.
said he, “and”—

“Liddell and Sco

to have, and it does not definc

word at all for New Testament pur-
It says that the word in the

poses.

James Bryce deplores
the fact that Biblereading is not fol-

What is the
It is not in education alone,
or culture or commerce or in wealth.

One
man says one thing, another says a

It happens

‘Baptizo’
means to immerse, and nothing but

“Hold,” said I. “You 3.
have named one of the four I happen

of |in these sciences show, or report his
findings second hand, and not as facts,
lest a recal scientist, hearing truths
assailed which are as thoroughly es-
tablished as the multipliéation table,
might fall over dead. Learned men
do not like to hear the truths they
have worked with and verified a thou-
sand times in the laboratory, assailed
by their pastors. These scientists
have knowledge that stands the test
of experience, as does the doctrine of
regeneration. Their knowledge of re-
generation may be a little hazy. But
when it comes to “Electrolytic Dis-
sociation” they are ready for you..

- Since the question is before us,
then, what do scientists mean by an

re-

ike

ich | “ion?” Why, an atom charged with
electricity; nothing more. Does it
break the atom to smaller bits? Not
N. 1at all. See Victor Von Richter's
“Inorganic Chemistry,” “Ganot’s

Physics,” or ahy other similar work.
Since assumptions have worked snch
shame to lexicograpliers and scientists,
let us see what they have been doing
in the department of religion.

II. Here the case is truly pathetic.
1. With her faith pinned to the as-
sumptions of Christian Science, 1
knew a mother who allowed her baby
to burn up of fever without a doctor.

aid

the

sat | 7he dictates of her religion said that
the | there was nothing wrong with the
child.

2. Another woman I knew, of the
same persuasion, who allowed her
child to go blind from want of medi-
cal attention. Both were true to their
religious assumptions, and their con-
duct speaks volumns for their ability
to beliecve. Many souls liave made
SOITy specta(:lés of tliemselves by rea-
son of too free a use of their believing
propensity. This is true nowhere
more than in religion.

the

ted
ase

tt,"
With his faith pinned to his un-

derstanding of the Bible, a certain
preacher was proposing to expel as a
heretic omne of his brethren of the
ministry

the

who took an unhistorical

New Testament means to'baptize." ITe
refused to try again, and I concluded
he had exhausted the list of lexicons
he hiad heard of, and was not familiar
with {Tie one lie had mentioned. What

a pity!

it.
I. If this age is characterized

one sin above another it is the sin of
Systems of philosophy,

Assumption.

as well as science, have been D
upon assumptions.

The g_reutest preacher I ever lhieard
was digging down to “ultimate truth.”
e appealed to chiemistry and physics

in proof of the point that we

And yet such things are com-
mon both in tlie ministry, and out of
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sometimes, and said:

Then we discovered our error,

found that the atom was the ultimate

fact of matter.

preacher made his point very cl
But the pity of it all was that

scientist was listening, too, and many
others, ignorant of chemistiry, and as
destitute of any technical knowledge

“We used to
licar the scientist say that the mole-
cule was the ultimate fact of matter.

Dut now we kuow
that the atom lias been broken up into
still smaller divisions called ions.” The
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view of the story of the “Whale and
Jonah.” His brother minister had read
far and wide, deep and high, and was
one of those white souls that loves
God, and leads many into the King-
dom. “If the Conference don’t expel
him, I will quit the church,” old
“standpatter” was saying. He appears
to appoint himself the custodian of
inspiration. What a pity the church
did not have a man like that from the
first to tell other preachers what was
genuine Scripture, and what was not!
It would have saved the great scholars
like, Theodoret, Jerome, and Chryso-
stom a world of work and worry. The
truth of the matter is that these de-
vout scholars and builders of the
church died back there in the light of
pentecostal fires, and had to leave the
question as to what was worthy of a
place in the Bible, and what was not,
an open question still. What a pity
our friend who knows the “Whale
swallowed Jonah” because he read it
in the Bible, was not back there with

poor old Jerome to tell that de-
structive critic what was “God’s
Word,” and what was not. Too bad!

“Going to quit the Church if the Con-
ferences don’t expel these fellows wlho
have reserved the right of private
reading and interpretation of the
Bible.” “Too bad.” When they quit,
I suggest that they organize a new
church at once, and that it be called,
“The Church of the Whale's Belly.”
A good chief priest can be gotten from
a certain Baptist Church in Texas.

4. Is it denied that the Bible
abounds in figures of speech? Not
unless you get hold of a fool. The

parable, simile, metaphor, personifica-
tion, allegory, and all the rest, are
there. The truth is we look for them
there. It is one of the Bible's chief
modes of expressing religious truth.
Who is now able to say what man
the Master had in mind when he said,
“A certain man had two somns,” and
told the story of the prodigal? What
rich man was He talking about when
He told the story of Lazarus ‘“who
was laid at the rich man’s gate, full
of sores?’ And yet if we are to re-
gard these great statements as par-
ables, why not allow that there is at
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least room to suspect that even the
story of Job, the stories of “Jonah and
the Whale,” and Ezekiel's “Valley of
Dry Bones” may alike be parables
also? Who is able to certify these
things? The Methodist Church has not
told me what view to take oun these
matters. The “Whale’s Belly” is not
an Article of our Religion as some
insist. Neither is it required of Meth-
odists that they shall believe that God
and the devil took to pranking with
a gbod old man just to see how much
they could load on the old fellow he-
fore he would “cuss.” If any want to
take that view of the book of qob,'
there is nothing in our Book of Dis-
cipline to forbid it.

5. I met a man who wants the next
General Conference - to provide a
“Heresy Commission” to visit the
different pulpits and sce whether all
the preachers still believed in a lit-
eral, physical hell, or no, and also
whether all those uniting with the
church were converted at the
mourners bencl, or whether some
were being allowed to ‘‘climb up some
other way.” This is a time for pa-
tience, plain speaking, and much
prayer. I suggest, however, that if
the General Conference creates any
new jobs at all, that it consider the
advisability of Jhaving a “Kicker.”
HONORABLE UNION OR A SEPAR-

ATE EXISTENCE CF STRIFE.

Rev. N. H. D. Wilson.

The writer sincerely hopes that his
fears are not well founded, Dut he
has been made to fear that those who
so courageously led within our church
in the effort to secure unification of
American Methodism have lost heart,
and that unless something is done
to reinvigorate them, the movement
will go by default at the approaching
session of our General Conference.
e thinks that perhaps a voice from
the great multitude of silent thinkers
who followed with prayerful sympathy
the efforts of these leaders, speaking
now, may give them encouragement to
zo on in thjs difficult but absolutely
necessary work., IHe feels confident
that in this paper he speaks the rea-
soned convictions of many and that
in lis voice these leaders may lear

‘the voices of thousands bidding them

take courage and go forward. e
feels sure that this is true throughout
Southern Methodism, but he Lknows
that it is true in the Norih Carolina
Conference. Besides conversations
with many of his brethren, he se-
lected a decade, 1901-1910, equally re-
moved from the immaturity of youth
and the conservatism of age, and out
of that decade sclected the fifteen men
who by the #ishop’s appointment hold
the ranking charges. To these men
he submitted the matter at issue in
this paper and asked their views.

i Only two were opposed and thirteen

were heartily in favor of continuing
the & negotiations  with the M. E.
Church by calling the general con-
vention. ’

No one will deny the difficulties of
the task. To find a workable basis
for the unification of the M. I8
Church and the M. E. Church, South,
will tax the best minds of Doth
churches, but the search must con-
tinue. From the moment that we ac-
cept defeat in this effort an evil will
rapidly develop which is fraught with
more deadiy danger to bothh churches,
to Methodisni, to America and to lhu-

manitly than all the feared dangers of
the worst form of union. ‘

-our instructions.”

Wisdom demands that we face facts,
and it is a fact, unpleasant but true,
that American Methodism must unite
or fight. A permanent division into
Northern and Southern Methodism is
impossible. It were in defiance of hu-
man nature and of experience to hope
for separate development in rivalry
without strife. A way must be found
to unite these churches or the world
and the church must suffer from an
era of strife which will contradict our
creeds, disgrace the name of Method-
ism, impair our usefulness, and curse
America. .

An eminent teacher of history said
to me a short time ago, “All the
unities which once bound humanity to-
gether were destroyed by the world
war and its aftermath. The only unity
now possible is through Christianity.”
A united Christianity, alas! is now im-
possible. Fundamental differences
make it impossible. But surely those
who are united in all the fundamentals
should seek the closest possible union,
and every effort possible should be
made at this time to avoid increase
of rivalry and strife. Shall Southern
Methodism be responsible for the
breaking off the negotiations toward
unification which means without doubt
the' beginning of strife, division and
bitterness between the two great
American Methodist bodies, the lar-
gest and most influential branch of
Protestantism? TUnification may Dbe
impossible. Antagonistic prejudice
may trinmph over the world need for

union. But if this crime come, let
others be responsible for it. Let not
the ~ Methodist Episcopal Church,

Soutl, be tlhie one to break off nego-
tiations.

But.is any form of union possibie
which will avoid that strife? That is
not now the question. There may be
none. But if so, God pity us and God
pity the world. The question now is
uot of the possibility of union nor of
the form of union. The one question
is wlhether the Southern Church will

accept the suggestion of the Northern ‘

Church for such asconvention as may
possibly find an equitable and accept-
able basis for unification.

After years of effort the Joint Com-
mission made its report. It trans-
mittcd to the General Confereuces a
Plan of Unification. Members of the
Commission differ as to whether the
Commission recommended the plan or
not. Perhaps most of the individual
commissioners favored it, but the
form of the resolution transmitting it
carried the suggestion that they did
not think it perfect or even as good
as without instruction they might have
prepared. They decided to “transmit
it to the General Conference as the
best we have been able to agree upon
under the circumstances and under
Probably the Plan
did not wholly suit anybody. Most of
its advocates acknowledged that it was
imperfeet. Certainly before it could
become law it would have to be adopt-
ed by two-lhirds of the General Con-
ference of thie M. E. Church aund two-
thirds of the General Conference of
the M. E. Church, South, ana rati-
fied by thiree-fourths of all the mem-
BLers of the Annual Conference of hoth
churches. Immediately on its publi-
cation, a storm of opposition hroke
loose. Men of shigh standing in both
churches declared thiemselves unal-
terably opposed to it. All these were
willing to use every legal method of
preventing its adoption. Not a few de-
clared that they would prevent it

from going into cffect, if necessary,
by revolutionary means. The storm
was equally tempestous in Dboth
churches. And in the midst of this
storm the General Conference of the
M. E. Church met at Des Moines and
had to be the first to take authorita-
tive action in the matter. Theirs was
a difficult problem. . :
Before examining the action of that
Conference on the report of the Joint
Commission on Unification, let us
glance at one other act of legislation
by that body which some have de-
clared makes unification forever im-
possible. It has been said that a bit-
ter opponent of unification in a high
place in our sister church said that
the election of two negro bishops
buried for all time and miles in the
sea all hope of unification. To your
writer there is no basis for such state-
ment, but that the wish is ofttimes
father to the thought. That ‘step
made unification easier. The election
of two negro bishops on a ballot con-
fined to negroes and to preside over
negro Conferences just prdves that
with all its sentimentality and theory,
{hat the Church North has so much
of the saving grace of common sense
that even in the act of protesting that
it would never consent to such a
thing, it did actually perfect the segre-
gation of its negro membership. And
it will follow as the night the.day,
NSNS
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that that church, even if it never
unites with Southern Methodism, will
have to enact some form of legal seg-
regation. It has now perfected a
“phloe” within its body. Soon the body
and the “bloc” will alike demand fur-
ther legislation. But even if one can
not accept this prophesy, if the North-
ern Church, in fifty years, by reason
of experience in this matter, has
passed from its wild theory and prac-
tice of social equality until it now has
separate chilrches, charges and con-
ferences for negroes, and could only
elect negro bishops as negro bishops
and for negroes and elected them be-
cause the negroes “themselves urged
that it was impossible for white bish-
ops to have such social contact with
them as to make proper supervision
possible; if such has been the action
of the Northern Church without the
penefit of Southern wisdom or the as-
sistance of Southern votes, what need
we fear from a united church in which
our voices will be heard and our
votes counted? If the mnesgro issue
'wrecks unification, it will be because
of antagonislic sectional prejudice and
not because of real danger . to the
negro or from the negro.

But now to consider carefully the
action of the General Conference at
Des Moines with reference to ihe plan
transmitted by the Joint Commission
on Unification. Much misunderstand-
ing is abroad about this action. Most
of our people have gotten wrong ideas
because they have gotten impressions
from discussions and have not had the
facts from the sources. The official
account of the work of the General
Conference is contained in the issues
of the Daily Advocate, published at
Des Moines, and of this matter in the
issues of May 4, 22 and 25. It is un-
fortunate that space prevents the in-
corporating in this paper of every
word of that record. The purpose of

this paper would be greatly promoted
thereby, for there is not a word which
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does not breathe the spirit of frater-
nity and not an act which does not
express a real desire for honorable
union. The following is a sufficient
and accurate summary.

Their members of the Joint Com-
mission in transmitting the report
asked that it be referred to a commit-
tee representing all sections and
orders of the church. Though an ef-
fort was made to secure- immediate
direct action by the Conference, this
recommendation prevailed. The com-
mittee appointed was one of the larg-
est and ablest in the history of Meth-
odism. It contained representatives
of all shades of thought on the mat-
ter.— After thtee weeks of careful con-
sideration, 65 of the 103 of the com-
mittee being present and voting, the
committee unanimously adopted a re-
port ‘which was printed in the Advo-
cate of the 22nd and called up on the
25th. Bishop McDowell Dbriefly ex-
plained the report and it was unani-
mously and enthusiastically adopted
without debate. The report thus unan-
imously made and adopted is as fol-
lows: -

“Your Special Committee on Unifi-
cation, to which was referred the plan
of unification transmitted to the Gen-
eral Conference by the Joint Commis-
sion, beg to report as follows:

The General Conference of.the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church has reccived
with profound interest and has care-
fully considered the suggested plan of
unification transmitted by the Joint
Commission of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church and the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, South. We commend the
Joint Commission for its careful and
thorough work and express our decep
appreciation of its painstaking cfforts.
While it has brought us face to face
with the difficulties involved in the
creation of a plan of unification, it has
also revealed the imperative need of
union and clearly advanced the
churchh nearer the realization for
which we devoutly pray.

In view, however, of the fact that
there appears to be in ecach church
considerable numbers who are not en-
tirely satisfied with the plan suggest-
ed for consideration, many of whom
would be distressed if it were adopted
in its present form, and in order that
the members of cach church shall be
in full accord when unification is ac-
complished, it is our conviction that
overy possible effort should be made
to reach an carly conclusion that may
be acceptable to all members of both
churches at home and abroad.

Realizing the difficulty, and the pro-
longed delay that must inevitably.re-
sult from auny attempt of the General
Conferences of the two churches mect-
ing in separate sessions, at intervals
of two years from cach other, to mad-
ify or amend any proposed coustitu-
tion, we believe that suelh amendment,
modification or substitution as may
be neccessary, can be best and most
satisfactorily accomplished
and current action, which can only
be had by a body in which Dboth
churches are represented, meecting to-
gether.

by Joint

We, therefore, propose, if agreecable
to the Methodist Tpiscopal Church,
South, that a joint general convention
be called, to be composed of a toial
membership of not less than 200 nor
more than 400 members, ministers and

laymen in equal numbers from each’

of the two churches, chosen in sueh
manner as

may determine, to which shall be com-

Ty T
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mitted the plan submitted by the Joint
Commission and any other plan or
plans that may be proposed.

We further recommend that the
suggested general convention be au-

horized and instructed to consider

to create and submit any plan of union
that may seem to it desirable and
possible for such constitutional pro-
cedure as the Discipline of each

no plan shall be submitted that does

tion as a whole. If the general con-
by the General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, it
shall determine the number of dele-
gates which shall constitute the con-
vention, and the General Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church
shall be governed accordingly.

We reaffirm our deep conviction
that the Methodist Episcopal Church
and the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, should be reunited into one
church. And so earnestly do we de-
sire such a reunion that we declare
oursclves ready to accept any equit-
able plan of union that shall be mu-
tually satisfactory to the membership
of both churches.~ It is our further
judgment and conviction that a settle-
ment of the fixed purpose of union
will greatly facilitate the preparation
of a satisfactory plan of union.

(Here follows three paragraphs con-
tinuing the Commission on Unifica-
tion, providing for a called session of
their General Conference if need be.)

And we further declare that in com-
mitting this important subject to our
commission we do so in fullest confi-
dence in their wisdom and godly judg-
ment and’ theiv knowledge of our de-
sire that in all things the will of God
may be accomplished. And we pray
that thiecy may be divinely guided, so
as to hasten the auswer to the Lord's
intercessory prayer, ‘“That they may
he one’”; that united Methodism,
unhampered ' by - state or national
lines, unhindered by occans or mount-
ains, undivided by races or languages,
may help give speedy answer to the
disciples’ prayer taught them and us
by our Lord Himself, “Thy Kingdem
come, Thy will l)e done, on earth as it
is in heaven.” It will be noted that
this action of this Conference does not
vrepulse any action takeu by any body
of our church ag no Southern Meth-
odist hody had acted on it. It did not
refuse to accept any recommendation
of the Joint Commission; for that
Commission had never formally recom-
moended the Plan, but had by its very-
resolution of transmittal  snggested
that if it had been unhindered by in-
structiong it might have done betler.
The General Conference of the Church,
North, simply recognized what all men
must have seen, that the Plan must be
modificd or be lost in some or all of
the bodies which must pass upon it

before it hecame a law, It recognized

the fulility and folly of

trying to
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seek to amend it or even discuss its
need of amendment in the separate
General Conferences.

The Plan may be the best and only
plan possible. If so, the convention
will so discover, and the churches

probably accept it. But unsatisfac-
tory as it was to so many and such
powerful interests and individuals it
stood no chance of adoption until it

church may require; provided, thatlwas subjected to such careful revi-

sion, and if necessary amendment, as

not have the approval of cach delega-lwould make it possible to secure its
tion and the approval of the conven-|adoption. To seek to drive it through

that Conference of ours and then

vention herein suggested is approved thrcugh the Annual Conferences until

the churches realized that it had been
so carefully and fully considered as
to make it sure that it was the last
word in the matter, were folly.

The writer is convinced that fur-
{ther negotiations were and are abso-
lutely necessary and that the suggest-
ed convention is the best possible
method of such negotiatibns, A small
and highly efficient commission has
studied the matter and prepared the
i best- plan it can recommend under its
instructions. The benefit of a small
body acling carefully has been se-
cured. But now it is proposed that a
much larger body, without instruc-
tions, take the work of the small body
and give it such study as shall find
fand, if possible, correct its errors.
Tllis larger body can be trusted to act
without instruction; for it will be
[large enough to représent the mind of
the churches as no small body, how-
ever wise, can. Moreover, when this
body, which each side must know does
wl‘cpresent the mind of the other
\clmrch, acts, it will be probable that

ythe churches will support its action.
1
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Nothing Detter for bronchitis, hoarse-
ness, croup, throat tickle, bronchial
asthma or winter coughs,

To make this splendid congh syrup,
our 2% ounces of Pinex into a pint
bottle and fill the Dbottle with plain
grannlated sugar syrup and shake
thorouchly. 1f you prefer use clari-
fied molasses, honey, ov corn syrup,
instead of sngar syrup.  Lither way,
you get a full pint—a family supply
—-of much better cough syrup than
vou conld buy ready-made for three
times the money.  Keeps perfeetly
and ehildreu love its pleasant taste.

Pinex 1s a speecial and lughly econ-
centrated compound of genume Nor-
way pine extract, known the world
over for its prompt healing effeet
upon the membranes,

To avoid dizappointment ask your
drnggist for 2%, ounces of Pinex”
with fll direetions, and don't aceept
anvihing clse.  Guaranteed to give
absolute  satisfaction  or  1money
yromptly refunded.  The Pinex Co.,

I Ft. Wavne, Ind.
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If the Plan is the irreducible minimum
of each side it will so appear. Indeed,
the jeint study .of the matter by this

large and- representative body will in

all probability make plain the irre-
ducible minimum for both sides.

Tour things may result. (1) A plan
may be found which will meet the ap-
proval of both churches. (2) The plan
suggested by the convention may meet
defeat when submitted to the church-
es. (3) The convention may decide
that there is necessity of further ne-
gotiations. (4) Or it may become evi-
dent that there is no hope of unilica-
tion. In any event there has bheen ac-
complished by the convention what no
other method can accomplish. And in
any case, except the last, the way will
still be open for further negotiation
and further hope. Strife “will be-post-
poned. In the last event there will
follow what will come at once and
inevitably whenever negotiations for
unification cease, an era of strife and
resulting bitterness befween .the
churches, from which may God de-
liver us.

There is in the minds of the best
of us a reluctance to face the issue to
which this paper seeks to call atten-
tion. In the moment in which these
two churches realize that unification
is an impossibility, or when either the
one or the other breaks off negotia-
tions toward unification, an era of
strife will inevitably follow  which
will curse both churches and the na-
tion and the world. But, facts being
facts, and human nature being human
nature, these two churches must unite
or fight. Unification will prevent
strife; hope of unification will miti-
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gate and delay it; but accept defeat
in the matter of unification, and there
will follow, inevitably and increasing-

ly, strife between these two great
churches. )
Look the facts in the face. It is im-

possible to even hope that we can con-
tinue to exist as Northern and South-
ern Methodism. There are other rea-
sons, but one is sufficient. The Meth-
odists of the North will not consent to
it. They repudiated the agreement of
tlheir leaders in 1844; they overruled
the Supreme Court of the TUnited
States; they disregarded the report of
the Cape May Commission; and they
have continually evaded every plan
and promise of federation. The great
body of the Church, North, are deter-
mined that there shall be an Ameri-
can Methodism unlimited by state or
sectional lines. If they can not get it
one way, they will seek it another.
And in doing so they are acting ac-
cording to what they think right. It
is hard for us to realize it, but it is
true that the power which drives the
Northern Church in its Southern ex-
pansion is to them both sacred and in
accord with “rights as it is given
them to see the right.”

Nationalism is no'small power even
in the South today; in the North it is,
pecause of causes which every stu-
dent of history will recognize, almost
a religion. A Methodism divided on
sectional lines is to them anathema;
'since it makes impossible a united
nation, united action in the nation or
united national action for the world.
And almost to 2 man the preachers of
the M. E. Church contend for their
right to grow in the South. We have
been taught that the General Confer-
ence of 1844, when taced by the im-
possibility of golving the ‘problem of a
slave-holding bishop, when it was evi-
dent that if the Southern delegates
yielded there would te ruin in the
Qouth and if the Northern delegates
yielded there would be revolution in
the North—we have been taught that
in this terrible emergency the Gen-
eral Conference provided for the divi-
sion of the Church into {wo branches
and assigned to cach its metes and
pounds by providing that each Con-
ference should choose for itgelf its
place. Thercfore we have believed
that the entrance of the M. E. Church
into the South 1s in violation of a
solemn agrcement as well as in viola-
tion of our rights. But that is by no
means the way they have been taught
to read history. Most of them be-
lieve that the General Conference of
1844 was not authorized to act on the
matter of a division. That the dele-
gates to that conference were chosell
with no mandate from their Annual
Confercnces in the matter. rThat the
Annual Conferences alone liad the
right to provide for such a divisiom.
That the Annual Conference at their
first opporlunily repudiated the action
of the General Gonference and that
there has never been a constitutional
division of the church. According to
this view, which is well nigh univer-

| sal in the Chureh, North, the Church,

North, has never agreed to surrender
to the Church, South, any gection of
{orritory. They think that they have
cqual rights with us here. They be-
lieve that it is impevative that therc
be a nation-wide Methodism to coml-
piete the union of the nation and_to
pring the full power of the nation into
the service of the world. ‘When they
enter the South they do not come, in

B
their own thinking, as invaders in vio-
lation of agreemerit or rights, but as
an American Church expanding ac-
cording to its duty and destiny. This
is well nigh the universal belief of the
preachers of the Chureh, North, But
there are two schools of thought in
that church with reference to the
method of securing this American
Methodist Church. The one, relying
on -their interpretation‘of history, has
always advocated the strenuous effort
of the church to eularge its Southern
white work until, with or without the
consent of the Southern Church, the
M. E. Church should become an Amer-
ican Church. Those of this view have
been in the ascendency in the church
most of the time. But many of their
broadest and best men have held that
while Methodism in America should
be one and must be one to accomplish
its mission, the right way was to se-
cure it by reunion with the Southern
Church. These brethren of the broad
mind and brotherly -heart have sought
consistently to advance every move-
ment of fraternity, looking to its con-
summation in union. There is no di-
vision among our brethren of the
North as to the rightness, necessity
and duty of having a united American
Methodism. All agree to that. As
long as.the liberal element can see
{hat progress is being made toward
unification they will resist the efforts
of the radicals to secure an American
.Church by the process of “distintegra-
tion and absorption”. They will make
as large concessions to our views as
they can consistently and as they
have any hope will be able to com-
mand the necessary two-thirds of the
General Conference and three-fourths
of the Annual Conferences. This they
have done and are doing and the in-
vitation to meet for further negotia-
tions in a general convention is the
result “of tleir brotherliness. But
when these brethren of the broad
mind and brotherly heart lose heart,
when they are convinced that hope
for unification is dead, especially if it
die at our hands, they will have to
face the alternatives of a Methodism
permanently divided along sectional
lines, which is abhorent to them, or
{o join with their radical brethren in
turowing such re-enforcements iuto
{he white work in the South as to give
hope of their becoming in reality an
American Church. By accepling this
suggestion of a general convention the
gouthern Church has the opportunity
to strengthen the hands of its friends
in the Northern Church, and thus aid
ine causing their brotherly and Chris-
tian methods to prevail. To refuse to
hold such a convention and thus
preak off negotiations for unification
will drive our friends into thie ranks
of our enemies and bring about a unit-
ed and vigorous invasion of the
South on the part of the Church,
North.

Dut why may not. these two
churches grow and develop side by
side throughout the nation in friendly

rivalry?  Simply because human
nature is human nature. If there
were fundamental  differences in

doctrine, church government or pol-
ity, or in forms of worship, the ri-
valry might be reduced to the mini-
mum. IExperience teaches that even
hetween two fundamentally differing
churches in the same commuuity
theve is hurtful rivalry, But wnen
there is no difference in doctrine, gov-
lomment or worship, then the cfforts

to secure support and obtain mem-
bers is reduced to personalities and
prejudices, and the inevitable result
will be strife and warfare and bitter-
ness. Our churches are uot without
experience in this matter. There are
individual congregations which it will
be found almost impossible to unité
because of the strife, yes unchristian,
sinful strife, of the years. Hope of
unification has been a great blessing
to these churches by suspending this
strife and giving hope of union. Re-
move that hope and the rivalry and
bitterness will spring in proportion to
the vitality and growth and effort to
grow of these churches.
It may be unwise to ask who will
win in a warfare in which all ‘will
lose. Too terribly are the nations of
the world learning now that the vic-
tors in the world war were losers
equally if not more sadly than those
who were defeated. And church war- -
fare will have a similar result., The
Church, North, may gain in geograph-
ical extension and membership, but
she will lose in the matters of the
spirit and she should realize that such
a movement will make forever impos-
sible any ceal unity of Methodism.
But the Church, South, should know
that she has notliing to gain and ev-
N e g
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erything to lose by such strife. She
:may choose her strategy. She may be
irue to her history and to her tradi-
tions and seek to be a Southern
Church, or she may throw her past
to the winds and seek to enter the
‘fray as an aspirant for equal place
with the M. E. Church in the nation.
Candor compels the confession that in
either case her way is through dang-
ors and difficulties.

All will agree that a plan of unifi-
cation should be found if such a plan
can be found which, as the action of
4he Church, North says, shall be equit-
able and mutually satisfactory to the
:members of both churches. A wise
‘but small body representing these two
churches have prepared a plan which
seems to have solved most of our dif-
ficulties, Some vet remain, The
Qeneral Conference of the M. E.
Church proposes that we call a gen-

eral convention to see if any better

way is possible and if not to bring the
plan suggested into the best possible
shape for adoption. 1t will be allowed

without question that a large majority
of both churches would like to find a
way of union which would be both
“gquitable and mutually satisfactory
to the members of both churches”. All
these, whether they are hopeful or
nopeless of finding such a plan, should
desire to take every possible step to
seek it. Of the minority of the
churclhes who are opposed to all forms
of union, most if not all are sure that
no convention will be able to find 2
plan equitable and mutually satisfac-

Aches and PPains of rheumalism are
not permanetly, bhut only temporarily,
relieved by external remedies. Why
not use an internal remedy—Hood’s
Sarsaparilla, whicl corrects the acid-
ity of the blood on which rheumatism
depends and cures the disease?

" HEALTH IS VITAL

Here is How ®» Talke Proper
Care of It

Oklahoma City, Okla.—*“We used
three bottles of Dr. Picrce’s Golden
Medical Discovery for my husband and
it helped so much—did humn lots of good.
X freely recommend this ‘Discovery’ to
anybody that is suffering from a run-
down, weakened condition. There is no
doubt it is a great building-up medicine.”
—DMrs. J. Montano, 732 West I' (G. D.)

1f you need a building-up tonic, obtain
Dr. Pierce’'s Golden Medical Discovery
from your neagest druggist, or write Dr.
Picres, president Invalids’ Hotel in
Buffalo, N. Y., for frece medical adlvice.
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tory. If they are right they have no
reason to oppose the convention. If
it meets and fails it will prove their
wisdom and advance their desires. On-
ly those who combine with their op-
position to unification a fear that such
a convention will find a plan so ap-
parently equitable as to be satisfac-
tory to the General Conferences and
Annual Conferences of both churches
need oppose the acceptance of the in-
vitation to call such a convention,

Absolutely the only reason which
should be urged against such a con-
vention is the cost, and the dollars
thus spent will save each its thou-
sands if the convention succeeds and
will be well spent even if it fails.
Some may be afraid to consent to the
calling of such a convention lest the
matter passing into the hands of a
large body there may develop. a tend-
ency to surrender some of our con-
tentions. But since the results Qf. the
convention must be passed up by both
the General and Annual Conferences,
we risk nothing.

YWhat will the Southern Church lose
if she refuse to call the convention?
Everything. She will lose the hope
which has cheered some of us through
the years of an escape from sectional-
ism. She will plunge herself and the
other church into strife. It will be
useless for us to contend that the
blame for that strife is with the
Church, North; for she coupled with
her refusal to accept the plan just as
it stood a reasonable method of fur-
ther negotiations. If we refuse to ac-
cept that suggestion we will be held
responsible, the world will hold us
responsible, our own pcople will more
and more hold us responsible for the
breaking off of the negotiations. »And
we will enter upon a battle for life in
which we have prepared for a strong
and resourceful antagonist the keenest
of all weapons. Wherefore, let the ap-
proaching General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
accept the suggestion of the M. E.
Clmych and call a general convention
to seek to find a plan cquitable and
mutually satisfactory to the members
of both churches. And may the God
of Love, the Prince of Pecace, and the
Ypirit of Wisdom {find for American
Methodism thereby a way out of the

era of strife and danger which threat-
ens it.

Washington, N .C.
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The High Cost of Low Living.
By Ozora S. Davis, Ph.D,, D.D,
Chicago Theological Seminary.
On one point a young man who is
living on a lower level than his own
moral jundgment tells him he ought to
live is perfectly truc; he thinks that
the evil results which he knows follow
in the case of others will somehow
escape him. The crippling ecffects of
coarse lhinking and coarser living ap-
pear in the experience of his com-
rades; but he is sure that he will be
too clever to be caught. So on he
goes uniil at last the trap closcs and
he is caught.
The fact

is, the wages of sin is
death, always has been and always
will bo. Theo ideca that anyone must

explore and expericence cvery phase of
haman life in order to be a well
rounded person is false from start to

finish. Tt is not neccessary to drag a

plece of beautiful lace over a dirty

floor in order to enrich it by the ex-
perience of a mop-cloth.

The highest price that we ever pay
for anything is for low living. I re-
member seeing a boy who had gotten
in with a hard gang trying to pick up
¢heir habits; nature was revolting.
As an older man looked on, he said|i
with discrimination, “It’s hard work
to be touglh.” We generally think of
it the other way: It's hard work to
be decent. But as a matter of fact
it is not easy to be mean and vulgar;
there is something in us that protests;
and it is hard work to be tough.

A young man does not think that it
is a high price to pay a set of broken
nerves for sensuous indulgence; but
the time will come when he knows
that the biggest fee ever given for a
pleasure is a mortgage on the fine-
ness and quickness of nervous re-
sponse to obligation and privilege.
Our bodies are the most delicate and
costly tools that ever were given men
to work with. Do you notice how care-
fully a good stenographer covers up
her typewriter when she leaves it for
the night? The dust is bad for the
pbearings. Do you notice how the
delicate scales and balances and in-
siruments in a laboratory are pro-
tected? Yet men will leave their
physical bodies open to all kinds of
influences, with never a thought of the
results. ‘

There is no scheme by which the
laws of nature may be cheated. We
sometimes hear about breaking the
laws of nature; we cannot do it; they
break us. Sooner or later we pay
the price. The time to reckon with
the settlement is the day we sign the
contract. The day we let ourselves
drift into the clutch of a debasing
habit is the time to look into the face
of the issue of it. We may as well
draw and sign the check; we must
cash in a hundred cents on the dollar
finally and pay the full high ‘cost of
low living.

(Copyright, Vir Pilblishing Company.)

BROTHER RANKIN AND THE HER-
RETICS.

In view of the fact that Mr. C. W.
Rankin is actively circulaling charges
of heresy against sundry missionaries
in China, a few facts should be re-
stated in the interest of truth and
fair play.

1. Mr. Rankin does not represent
the church or the Board of Missions.
He is acting, as he frankly asserts,
solely on his own respousibilily.

9. In this whole matter he has acted
throughout in utter disregard for the
expressed will of his co-workers in
China of the Board of Missions, the
geerctaries aind the bishop in charge.
Without authorization and against
positive and repeated protest, he left
his work and camec to America to cm-

bhark upon this heresy propaganda,

3. In spilc of these exhibitions of
insubordination, he was given the priv-
ilege of occupying almost an entive
session of the board in an attack on
the theological beliefs of a number of
his fellow missionaries who, with a
single exception, were not present tod
speak in their own behalf. The pro-
ceeding was challenged as against all

therec were established
where such matters could be properly
adjudicated and where accused and

accuscr could be brought face to face.

names of those present and
whether or not they would treat indif-
ferently serious evidence
heterodoxy and express that indiffer-
ence in a unanimous vote.
suaded that a reading of the pamphlet
being circulated by Mr. Rankin will
reveal to a fair-minded reader the rea-
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Nevertheless, Mr. Rankin was voted a
hearing.

4. ‘The statement of Mr. Rankin

failed to produce a favorable impres:
sion for lack of coherence and because
the testimony, based largely on hear-
say, was inconclusive and much of it

rrelevant. Let any one read the
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Let Me Prove This Free.

My internal method for the treat-
ment and permanent relief of piles is
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and I want you to try this method at
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No matter whether your case is of
long standing or recent development,
whether it is chronic or acute, whether
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should send for this trinl treatment.

No matter where yvou live, no matter
what your age or occupation, it you are
troubled with piles, my method will re-
lieve you promptly.

[ especially want to send it to thoso
apparently hopeless  cases where all
forms ol ointments, sailves, and other
local applications have failed.

1 want you to realize that my method
of treating piles is the one most de-
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son V\}hy such a body of men and
women could not accept his conclu-
sions,

5. It need not be said that the scv-
ering of Mr. Rankin’s relation to the
Board of Missions was not because of
his theological position, but because,
by his insubordinaticn, he had made
it impossible for the board longer to
use him..

6. Mr. Rankin’s indictment is not
alone against missionaries who have
proved their devotion to the kingdom
and through years of toil and testing
have witnessed to their fidelity to
Christ with fine courage and admir-
able* self-sacrifice, but his sweeping
implications reach beycnd the mission
body. He, in effect, charges Bishop
Lambuth with complicity in the crime
of heterodoxy and official negligence
in dealing with it. The good bishop
is no longer here to speak for himself,
but he left us this record: I desire
to affirm that I do not know of a mis-
sionary in our China Mission, rumors
and hearsay to the contrary notwith-
standing, who does.not believe in the
ingpiration of the Scriptures, the di-
vinity of Christ, His incarnation, death
and recurrection and in the personality
and witness of the Holy Spirit. There
is no one who has not a vital faith,
and experience of pardoned sin and of
acceptance with God through Jesus
Christ.” Set the views of these two
men side by side. The one of them
an earnest, zealous, intense individual
who speaks with no other responsi-
bility than that imposed by his own
opinions and cenvictions—the other
with almost half a century of self-
sacrificing service to his credit and
under the solemn responsibility im-
posed by his.ordination vows to “drive
away all erroneous and. strange doc-
trine.” Let those who can believe
that Mr. Rankin has a keener appre-
ciation of divine truth and is more jea-
lous for the kingdom than was Bishop
Lambuth.

7. Theological opinions are not
trivial matters, whether in China or
America. But the more serious they
are, the more need for patience, tol-
erance and a dignified and orderly pro-
cedure in dealing with them. Mob
law is no more respectable nor ef-
fective in combating heresy than in
combating crime. It will be a sad
hour for Methodism when men and
women of unquestioned devotion and
spotless character can be arraigned,
tried and convicted, unheard in the
court of one man’s opinion, and the
verdict be approved even by silence.

8. It is a mnoticeable coincidence
that at the moment when Mr. Rankin
was enroute to America, some of the
very men he was coming to accuse
were engaged in leading one of the
most remarkable revivals in the his-
tory of our work there, and that in*the
identical institution which heﬂ"had sin-
gled out as a hotbed of heresy. Like-
wise, letters {hat have arrived from
Bishop Lambuth since his going away,
like messages from beyond, breathe a
spirit of hope and of triumnh at the
signs that “the spirit of God is moving
upon the people.” It will require
stronger proof than we have yet had
that the men who have made this
possible are dangerous heretics. When
the long-desired revival is beginning to

stir across the carth, it would be a
tragedy to fall upon cach other with
thieological

bludgeons. Rather wao
should unite to pray and work for a|
deep, divine, world-wide revival of re.

4 -

ligion. Nothing will do so much to'
clarify our thinking, vitalize our faith
and drive away all hurtful lheresy, I,
for one, have scant hope in anything
else.

CONVOCATION OF CHRISTIAN CIT-
IZENS. .
A cordial invitation is extended to
the readers of this journal to attend
the Convocation of Christian Citizens
in behalf of the limitation of arma-
ment, to be held in Washington, D. C.,
October 30-November 2. It is espe-
cially suggested that churches send
their pastors, Bible school classes,

their teachers and other organizations
their leaders.
A chorus of approval has met the
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proposal to liold such a convocation,
since it was suggested by the National
Reform Association a few weeks ago.
Scores of conferences, presbyteries,

synods and other ecclesiastical bodies |-

have formally approved the plan. And
the leadiné statesmen of the nation
have spoken favorably of the project.
A remarkably strong program has
been prepared and acceptance of
places on: the program have been re-

ceived from such lecaders of the moral

forces of the country as Bishop W. F.
Anderson of Cincinnati, Sam W. Small,
the Southern orator and evangelist;

Senator Frank B. Willis of Ohio, Rep-
resentative Clyde M. Kelly of Penn-

sylvania, Mrs. Thomas J. Winter of

it 1s nevertheless true.

such a hope as this?

‘Methodism,

their share.

ing?

as this?

The most remarkable achievement in the field of
Christian Education in all history is the success of the
Christian Education Movement,

Yet withal we are in the midst of an uncompleted Movement,
quotas have not been reached.  Many persons and charges have not done

‘| Minneapolis, president of the National

Federation of Women’s Clubs; Mrs,
Deboralh Livingston, president of the
Rhode Island State W. C. T. U., ‘and
Dr. James S. McGaw of Pittsburgh.

The program is in the hands of Dr.
James S. Martin, who ,as general su-
perintendent of the National Reform
Association, has led in conducting
with success three World Christian
Citizenship Conferences.

No enrollment or other fees will be
required. For detailed program and
room reservation write to Miss Laura
R. Church, legislative superintendent
National Reform Association, 634 Mun-
sey Building, Washington, D. C., stat-
ing price of room desired.

If this sounds fulsome;’

° Its spiritual benefits were unprecedented in signifi-
‘cance; its financial accomplishments were greater than any
former generation ever dared to dream.

. In the worst financial situation of history, the Metho-.
~ dists of the South pledged $20,000,000 to their Christian
schools and colleges.”  Who hitherto had dared to hazard

In one year we gave as much as we would have secured
by the plan of conference collections in forty years. In
twelve months we performed the feat of a generation.:

During this brief period the Church subscribed
threefourths as much as it has invested 1n all ils’
“institutions of learning

in the whole history of

In 1919, with the spirit and business prospects
al the highest point cver rcached in American life,
our people gave $35,000,000 to causes foi* which
they anually paid $2,000,000. In 1921, with con-.
ditions exactly reversed,
cause for which they annually paid only $500,000.

they gave $20,000,000 1o a,

We hail, then, with delight, with infinite gratitude, with pride commend-
Zable, the remarkable achievement of the Church's most courageous cnterprise.,
In the face of conditions of unparalleled difficulty, Methodism yet qccomplish—-
ed an unparalleled triumph. | It is proof positive that no temporal obstacles.
can stay the onward marching of the King.

Muny<

Shall we not achieve victory on top of victory in the period yet remain<
Shall we be content to have the mighty Movement be the privilege of a
few?  Are you willing to be the one who fails in such an all-important cause

.

Methodist
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