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THE TITLE

From an annual address at El Dorado, in 1906, came
the inspiration for the title of this book:

“A composite picture of the Home Mission Society
(now Woman’s Missionary Society) presents itself to me
as a beautiful temple of God, whose growing walls are
set with living stones, its builders you and me. The deeds
we do, the trials and temptations that rush upon us un-
awares, are but the things incident to the building, but
our own lives, characters, what we are, will make up the
structure which is to glorify our Lord by its perfection
and beauty or put Him to shame by our imperfect lives.
Which shall it be? May no stone mar the beauty of the
structure of which we are a part, for “if any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple
of God is holy, which temple ye are.”—Annual Address—
- Mrs. F. M. Williams.



PREFACE

When I was asked by the Little Rock Conference
Woman’s Missionary Society, convened at Texarkana in
1922, to write a history of the work of the women of our
Conference, I began at once to ask for material both
written and that which is cherished in the heart. I
wanted human interest stories, jokes, anecdotes, and the
things that pulsate with life and the volume itself is the
answer to my requests.

I fear too much of personal interest to the writer has
been used in making the figures and the dates and places
glow with life but when I remember that for twenty years
the Little Rock Conference Woman’s Missionary Society
has been my great absorbing thought and has become so
much a part of me ‘twere hard to write its history with-
out many personal interests creeping in.

As no one lives to himself and no one is self-made
but may be the product of many contributors, so this
history is the result of the help of many friends who
have responded to my call for data concerning the con-
ference work. :

To one and all I give thanks and hope this story of
the labors of our women will be a memorial to their
contribution and an expression of the appreciation I bear
for their kindness.

THE AUTHOR.
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INTRODUCTION

In the study of history, events stand out with a clear
recollection, but the memory of dates is often hazy, or
forgotten altogether, except such dates as 1492, 1632,
1776, 1861, 1865, 1914, and perhaps some others that
relate to the startling events in the making of our nation,
but few are lacking enough in patriotism to fail to re-
member the deeds of the gallant LaFayette, the sturdy
Washington, the incomparable Lee, the sad Lincoln,
Foch of the Allied forces, Pershing of the American
Expeditionary Forces or the scholarly Woodrow Wilson
with the master mind of the World War.

The readers of this History may forget the dates, but
I would have etched deep in the hearts of those who read,
the deeds of the noble workers who laid the founda-
tion of the Little Rock Conference Woman’s Missionary
Society and of those faithful women who have builded
day by day and year by year, adding unto this Building
of the Kingdom of God till it is today, a mighty force for
righteousness at home and abroad.

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of mustard
seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field; which
indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it
is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches there-
of.” “The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven, which
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal till
the whole was leavened.”

“For we are laborers together with God: Ye are
God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” “In whom all
the building fitly framed togethér groweth unto an holy
temple in the f‘:ord. In whom ye also are builded to-
gether for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”



"Tis a far cry when a few plain women, with hair parted
in the middle and smoothed back from the face, neatly
but plainly gowned in percale or dark worsted, gathered
in the first Woman’s Missionary Society of the M. E.
Church, South to the Woman’s Missionary Society of
the present time. ’Tis a far cry from those beginnings
fifty years ago to the beautiful picture this Conference
presents today, the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation
of Woman’s Work in Southern Methodism. This picture
of beautiful women, grandmothers, who belie their years
with becoming headdress, bright colored gowns, and
flower bedecked bonnets. Does not the change in the
appearance of our women indicate a better day, a day of
convenience, of more pleasant surroundings, than those
days in which our pioneers lived? But, if in the pinched
and narrow circumstances that circumscribed our
pioneers, those women could pierce through their small
horizon and look across the sea and take upon themselves
the sorrows and the troubles of a pagan nation, what
should we not do to maintain the work begun in such
noble fashion that, after fifty years, has reached out to
many nations?

They flung to us the torch and bade us hold it high,
and may we, too, use that war classic in answer:

“Fear not that ye have died for naught
The torch ye threw to us we caught
And million hands will hold it high
And mission’s cause shall never die;
We’ve learned the lesson that ye taught
In sacrifice, in life, in death.”

As I wrote there were some things I felt constrained
to record, but did not, many things I wanted to include
but could not, so weighing the various things in the
balance I tried to choose those things which seemed to
draw the scale by their value to the history of the work.

Sometimes it was figures; sometimes wisdom; some-
times just the beautiful and thus I have tried to equalize
the record of our women in the building of this history.



I want to pay tribute to those who helped by sending
material, records, pictures, etc., to those who have borne
me on their hearts in this work and have prayed for me,
to the delightful stenographers, Grace Furr and Edith
Eggerman who worked cheerfully and faithfully, to Mrs.
Nell Voss Lewis and Mrs. J. C. Carroll, Jr., for research
work at the State Capitol, for the Premium 5 cent tablets
and the soft lead pencils at 25 cents per dozen. All these
have contributed to making this history possible, together
with the patience of my loved ones who bore with my
cessation of the enjoyment of the family circle when
engrossed in annual reports or making the pencil fly.

CORALEE GANNAWAY WILLIAMS.
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OUR PLACE IN HISTORY

Because of a heavy rain Napoleon lost the battle of
Waterloo ; for the want of a nail to shoe his horse, King
Richard lost the battle of the War of Roses; and for
the want of a representative from the Little Rock Con-
ference to the General Conference at Atlanta, Ga., when
the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was organized,
we lost our place in the record of having organized one
of the first missionary societies in the Southern Methodist
church.

Miss Haskin records an organization in Bethlehem,
Tenn., in 1858 by Mrs. M. L. Kelley, which functioned
about two years, no other attempt being made at organ-
ization until the fall of 1873 in Nashville, when a storm
and a scourge of cholera added to the discouragment of
the four faithful followers present, and not until April,
1874 was the “Woman’s Bible Mission” of Nashville
organized. By that time the little company of women
in Warren hag sent fifty dollars to Mrs. J. W. Lambuth,
in Shanghai, China, from the organized effort of the
“Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.”

“The Trinit% Home Mission” of Baltimore became
the “Woman’s Bible Mission” and took up the work of
the “Female China Missionary Society” that had func-
tioned a few years before. But the news had not spread
to the then far west and the little group of far seeing
women in Warren, Arkansas, were as logically “first” as
any of these, as they, without knowledge of others,
pioneered in woman’s work for women.

When a child in school, the writer remembers the
confusion of losing one’s “place” in the lesson, and the
confusion of our loss of place in the history of missions
came about in this wise: Mrs. H. D. McGavock, in her
anxiety to organize the work for women in our church,
urged Miss Van Valkenburg, of Warren, now Mrs. E. L.
Holmes, to attend the General Conference in Atlanta, in
.1878, but in the following letter in which she relates
many interesting incidents she says: ‘I was a busy



school teacher and felt that I could not leave my work
for so long a time as the trip to Atlanta would require,
in those days of slow travel,” and who could know that so
important a fact in history largely depended upon the
presence of one representative at the time of beginnings?

A youth kicked a stone and diverted the channel of
a stream; an acorn was dropped and a forest grew, and
of that small group of women a mighty host has grown to
serve in the woman’s work of the church and Warren,
Arkansas lost her place in the history of the woman’s
work of our church.

Mrs. Holmes further writes:

“The Bishop and Cabinet of the Little Rock Confer-
ence were certainly guided by the Holy Spirit, when in
1872 and 1873 they sent Rev. H. D. McKinnon to the
little town of Warren; but it takes long years to watch
the working out of His Plan, and none without om-
niscience can judge of them beforehand.

Brother McKinnon was a large man, rather awkward,
but his goodness and sincerity were.unquestionable by
any critic and he never preached a sermon without gospel
enough in it to save a soul. His wife was one of the salt of
the earth, and my mother found in her a kindred spirit,
while I, an ambitious and romantic young girl, found in
her a guide, philosopher, and friend.

In our home there was a large library, for those days,
and in its choice volumes I always reveled. There were
found such books as the lives of Hester Ann Rogers,
Edward Payson, and others of similar characters; but
perhaps the one which impressed me most was a small
volume—probably long ago out of print—*Jejana, the
Bechnana Girl.” It was the history of the life and con-
version of a young heathen girl. My mother, in her
former home in New York, had friends who had gone
as missionaries—among others, Mrs. Whitney, who went
to the Great West in its early days as a missionary to the
Indians, and nothing interested me more than to hear
her tell of some of their experiences.

So it came about that we three, unwittingly perhaps,
formed a little coterie of kindred spirits, which at last
merged into a small missionary society.



I cannot now tell by what process we arrived at the
determination to form a Woman’s Foreign Missionary
Society, but am sure that the Holy Spirit was guiding it
‘all. 'When this decision was reached, I, as the youngest
and most careful of the trio, naturally fell into the position
of secretary, and began to look about for the most
practical plans for completing the organization of our
society.

I corresponded with Dr. Haygood and others who
approved the work, but they gave little advice or assist-
ance. There was no such society in Southern Methodism
at that time as far as we could learn; and we did not
wish to call ourselves really a society (although some
others had been added to our number) until we could
form a working constitution and present some practical
plans of work.

In the summer of 1873 the Pine Bluff District Con-
ference was held at a little church near the home of her
who is now our dear Sister Jewell. Bishop Wightman
was to be there, and we felt that this was my opportunity
to obtain the much-desired information. So my father
harnessed our faithful old horse “Shakespeare” to our
buggy, and taking with me my friend, Miss Jennie Jack-
son, I drove “over the river and through the woods”
to such a hospitable home as seems to be unknown in
these days. Sister Jewell’s doors were open to all who
came, and we made a regular “camp meeting” of her
comfortable and cheery home.

The Bishop had the best guest room; then, beds were
spread on the floor in one room for the men and another
for the women. The best the country afforded was
given us to eat and we lived on “the fat of the land.”
Never can any of us who were there forget that eventful
occasion. Few of us remain in this world, but I wonder
if we will not talk about it when we get to heaven.

I had only hoped for an interview with the Bishop;
but, while he favored our project and encouraged us to
continue, he could give me no more real help than the
others. Afterward, however, he obtained and sent to me
a copy of a constitution used by a similar society in the
M. E. Church. This we used as a guide.



Our society increased in numbers and interest and
also in the amount of contributions and seemed to wake
up the whole church to new desires and ambitions.

From Warren, Bro. McKinnon was sent to Mineral
Springs, and there Sister McKinnon organized another
society. On one of my visits to relatives in Pine Bluff,
during the pastorate of Rev. C. F. Evans, I assisted in
organizing a society there.

In the meantime, the Holy Spirit had been busy all
over the South and many hearts had been touched and
many women were asking themselves the question: ‘Why
stand ye here, all the day, idle?’

Other societies had been formed in Georgia, South
Carolina, Tennessee, and the leaven of woman’s work for
women was spreading.



PART ONE
A Decade of Beginnings
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BUILDERS: OF A KINGDOM

WE do not often think of women as builders, with

hammer, saw and plane erecting structures that
meet our gaze and which are used to house great in-
dustries, become great institutions or offer the shelter
for the making of a home.

Not all buildings have reared their stately heads
under the sound of hammer, saw and plane, even the
most beautiful temple in the world, was built—"“so that
there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of
iron heard in the house, while it was in building,” such
has been the building of women; the building of lives,
of character, of sentiment, of institutions, of nations, of
the Kingdom—The Kingdom of God.

Plans and specifications for the Kingdom of God
were given more than 2000 years ago and there have
been many builders, till today His dominion stretches
out over the vast earth and in every clime and under
every sky there is some one to tell of the coming of
the Christ and His Kingdom in the earth, and it is this
writer’s happy privilege to tell, as best she may, the part
the women of the Little Rock Conference Woman’s
Missionary Society have contributed to the building of
this Kingdom of God.

As the pteparation for the building of that beautiful
temple at Jerusalem was made before the construction
began, so the preparation for the building of this king-
dom began in the hearts of the women, no doubt even
years before the foundations were laid, for this structure
that has reached the uttermost parts of the earth; aye,
we may say the foundations were laid in the very heart
of God. For are not we of one blood, of one God, who
is Father of all mankind, and the deep yearnings of the
Father heart of God for his children in the earth, found
expression in the work of our women in first digging
- deep for the foundation of this Kingdom in the mis-

23
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sionary enterprise that has been the gf&t factor of
bringing the people of the world unto this Kingdom of
God. . -

Pioneers, were they, cutting away the jungles of
ignorance, bridging the chasms of the impossible that
only woman dare attempt, wearing away the opposition
that met them on every side, strengthening the faltering
faith of feeble followers, breaking down the barriers to
woman’s work that we might serve on an open highway
whose every avenue is a friendly path to missions. Yet
withal there were real physical obstacles to be overcome
and many who travel over the smooth highways today
little realize the difficulties of the pioneer who rode horse-
back, swam streams, lived in rude huts, and endured
hardships that only the pioneer knows, so only the
pioneer of missions knew to the full the hardships of
those early days, yet if they see the accomplishment of
* the enterprise they founded, with Paul they must exclaim,
“I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.”

‘With such a precious treasure of the memory of
the early contributions to the building of this Kingdom
we do not wonder that when union time came of the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society and the Home
Mission Society to become one, that there was great
distress of heart and a holding on to things grown dear;
when mayhap there was even some prejudice (Walt
Holcomb says prejudice is a bad word, which recalls to
mind that my little grand daughter said “Awful is a bad
word but my mother lets me use it sometimes”). Not
prejudice, but a loving too well of organization which
has been argued to the women in these last years when
some members of the General Conference would have the
Board of Missions absorb the Woman’s Missionary
Council. We learn to love our babies in arms as they
struggle for existence and we watch them grow, with a
devotion known only to mothers, so it is with the organ-
izations that we foster and during the years of develop-
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ment that we tend them, they become very dear to our
hearts and there is that holding on to the things we love.
Today the hurt is forgotten and we believe young
and old of the two societies rejoice in the bond that
makes them one.
“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like that above.”
We are all Christians, we are all Methodists, we are all
co-laborers with Christ.

Mgrs. H. D. McKINNON.

It has been truly said, “When God has a work to be
done, He raises up some one to do it.” And we cannot
doubt that Mrs. H. D, McKinnon was used of God to
lay the foundation of the Woman’s Missionary Society
in the Little Rock Conference.

Not only being endowed with a constructive sense,
Mrs. McKinnon possessed a combination of rare traits,
of patience, good cheer, love for the beautiful, a mag-
netism that made others want to serve and withal a far
seeing vision of the needy ones of the world crying to
her: for help.

Being a daughter and grand daughter of Methodist
preachers, we know she came from good stock and was
all the more prepared to be the wife of her itinerant
husband whom the Little Rock Conference delights to
honor by erecting a monument to his memory.

Mrs. McKinnon’s monument is builded into the lives
of her children and the work she promoted in sending
the gospel to the ends of the earth.

Miss Sue A. Ward was born June 11, 1842, in Hardin
Co., Ky., her father having been transferred to the
Ouachita (now Little Rock) Conference in 1860, and
became the wife of Rev. H. D. McKinnon in 1868,

Mrs., McKinnon graduated from the Clarksville
Female Seminary and was a teacher when she married.
Her father was an educator as well as preacher, and saw
that his daughters had the best available educational ad-
vantages.
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Her bright eyes not only showed keenness of intellect
but were tender and sympathetic for all humanity and
her love for the beautiful was evidenced in the changed
surroundings whenever she moved to a new charge.

In a recent letter from her daughter, Frances McKin-
non Morton, we have a perfect delineation of her char-
acter, which is so identical with what I have heard
through other sources that I dare insert this bit of
personal correspondence in this history.

“I can picture in my mind the little group of busy young
mothers and feel in my heart the strange fire of inspiration that
breathed through my own lovely little mother as she talked to
them about other women in other lands. You know every life
has some one ruling passion and knowing my mother as I do
now know her I must think that this Missionary Society really
grew out of the divine fire of her own motherhood—her own
little daughters were 80 dear to her that her young mother-
heart fairly yearned for the despised little daughters in foreign
lands, where a destructive idolatry took away even the joy of
motherhood from a woman'’s life. :

“Father was stationed at Warren for four years—1873-4-5-6
—I can not say for sure what year the society was organized but
it seems to me it was some time during that first year—I know
I went to Warren an infant in arms and too young to know any-
thing at all about Missionary Societies and yet I lived there in
little brown un-painted Warren long enough to get the habit of
going to the “Missionary Meeting” and even to remember the
laborious and long drawn out earning of a few nickels and
dimes of my own to put into the funds and send away to little
girls less fortunate than I. That part of it made the deepest
impression on me—dates and names and figures fade from the
mind at that age but impressions and inspirations to character
remain clearly through a life time.

“Mrs. Holmes, Miss Emma Van Valkenburg, at that time,
was with my mother in the work—she was the more executive
of the two but to my own little mother! really belongs the in-
spirational idea. Also my father deserves credit for having an
open mind toward a new movement—I shall always be grateful
that he remained through a long life time alive to the leadings
of the spirit of God and never became puffed up with a foolish
self-conceit that kills all progress.

“Of course you know that my mother was kept closely at
home and very busy with the cares of bringing up a large family
of children under the conditions of poverty and hardship in-
cident to the life of an itinerant preacher'in those days but her
spirit was never circumscribed by place, bound down by cares,
or burdened by poverty—I never knew until after I was grown
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that we were poor and it didn’t take me long then to find out that
after all we were rich and happy, as I had grown up believing
we were—rich in love, in high ideals, in intelligent companion-
ship and happy in unity of spirit—wouldn’t change it for the
world. I did go through a wishful period of young girlhood
when I would have adored having lace curtains and a Brussels
carpet, and I think my parents so loved us all that they would
have tried to give it to us if they had known we wanted it—but
now—well lace curtains and Brussels carpets have quite gone
out of fashion but the call for high ideals of character will
never go out of fashion—so we had the better part of riches,
after all.” :

And has she not given to the world a large family
of children who are living out those ideals, both here
and in the world to come, among whom is the sainted
Elizabeth McKinnon Floyd, who served as Conference
Treasurer for ten years,

In the following letters we see the early fruits of her
good works. Having served the full term of four years
in Warren, Dr. McKinnon was sent to Pine Bluff, where
we find Mrs. McKinnon carrying on the work of organ-
izing missionary societies, the one at Pine Bluff reporting
already the education of a girl at Clopton School, China.

Again was the Little Rock Conference early in the
good work of sending the gospel to the ends of the earth,
and we honor anew the one who laid the foundation of
the work which has become such a power.

Four hundred dollars in 1877 for building a house in
which to teach, dispense medicine and house the workers
seems today but a pittance. Then it was feared to be a
“mountain” to be prayed away by faith!

What a glorious heritage is ours. When we consider
the contents of these letters and know that our work
claimed the recognition of the ambassadors upon the
fields of service in that early day, we rejoice that for so
long the Little Rock Conference Society has been inter-
ested in the disadvantaged nations of the world.

“Shanghai, China, June 19th, 1877.

“Dear Mrs. Sue A. McKinnon:—Your kind favor of April 18th,
to Dr. Kelley, in which your very warm interest for missions is
so well expressed, has been forwarded to me; and, thou
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pressed for time, most gladly do I thank you for all your Chris-
tian sympathy. -

“You have done well to let the Master have your highest
love and I am sure that so long as you depend upon Him, He
will lead you into paths of usefulness. The interest you have
taken in forming a Society at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and which
has a girl in our Clopton School—of whom I sent on March 20th,
1877, a photo in a letter to Miss E. L. Van Valkenburgh, is
worthy of great praise and we should pray God to move many
another heart to do likewise.

“I trust that letter and its photo went safely and that very
soon we shall hear from it. In case you know it to have not
arrived please let me know by return of mail so that a second
letter may be forwarded.

“I see by your letter to Dr. Kelley that you are contemplat-
ing the organization of a Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society
at Mineral Springs.

“This is indeed good mews from a far country and the more
such societies we can have led by hearts consecrated to God, the
sooner such work on earth will be done, and all nations be
brought to Christ through whom salvation comes.

“I will send you per mail today, an appeal from the confer-
ence of Protestant Missionaries at Shanghai, May, 1877. Please
read and then decide what you can do. .

“There is a want just now for a house of three rooms
beside a kitchen, at a place sixteen miles from here; and as
money from ladies has commenced a good work there, in build-
ing a school and home for teacher, it would be highly desirable
that their efforts might be still further felt in the erection of a
home in which the Foreign Missionary could live from time to
time, and stay long enough to establish an influence that could
not be easily lost.

“Such a home would cost somewhere about four hundred
($400.00) dollars, and prove of priceless value to us who must
go there to work.

“Even if you could only meet one-fourth of the amount, you
might, by an appeal through a printed circular to persons of
means, be successful in procuring the entire sum.

“In case our son Walter comes, as we suppose he will, this
house will be most useful in dispensing medicines, or at least a
home and a store house for such work.

“If this seems too great a mountain, ask our Heavenly
Father what to do and through His Holy Spirit find yourself led
by a way of His own choosing.

“The work progresses—zeal flags not and in all things we
feel to bless God for bringing us here.

“Hoping to hear from you, I am, sincerely your friend,

M. I. Lambuth.
Mrs. J. W. Lambuth.”



MRS. LOU A. HOTCHKISS



MRS. W, A, KIRK
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At a special missionary meeting in Warren where
$100 was to be raised the collection was going a little
slow, when Rev. J. F. Carr conceived the idea that they
might put on a “picture show.” The picture of the little
Chinese girl was exhibited at a “dollar per look” and the
money was quickly received. When some of the church
people look askance at the modern “picture show” in the
church they may realize that that, too, is not an entirely
new thing.

From the following letter we see that the “mountain”
of fear was removed and the house asked for ready for
occupancy. And now the compliment to Mrs. McKinnon
and her co-laborers in having the privilege of naming the
cottage at Nantziang, China, which the little contribu-
tions in Arkansas helped to build, honoring thus the
woman who saw and the women who gave.

“Shanghai, China, Dec. 21st, 1877.

“Mrs. Sue A. McKinnon, Mineral Springs, Arkansas.

“Dear Sister in Christ :—The days are very, very short and I can
not do much writing at night, and thus your very kind letter,
which came nearly a month since, has waited for a reply.

“We all most highly appreciate your very kind desire to
raise the sum asked for our Nantziang home and shall be very
thankful even, for a portion of the cost. The land is bought, the
house up and some little furniture, such as we could spare from
our Shanghai home, is in it.

“Mr. Lambuth and our son, the doctor, have lately been
there, slept in the house two or three nights and have held reli-
gious services there; also prescribed for some twenty or more
ailing persons who were rejoiced to find a friend who would care
for their bodily diseases. In fact the Home is a center for much
good. And now for a name—we want to hear from yox and
another friend. :

“I trust that you have the Woman’s Magazine sent you in
November, and that you have found some interesting items upon
its pages, which will awaken new life among our sisters in
Christian lands. The need for workers is great and if we
accomplish anything for Jesus it must be done with vigor, else
no harvest for us to present to the Blessed Master when He
shall take account of our talents loaned for the earth trial.

May you and I be baptized afresh from on high and shown
how, what and where the Master would have us work.

“We are cheered, encouraged and strengthened by the safe
arrival of our dear son and his wife, who have now been with
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us almost a month. We feel that a blessing has come with them,
and though our devoted friend and mother, Mrs. M. L. Kelley,
has gone to her Heavenly Home, and we have lost a friend who
has stood by us and the Mission through many trials and dark
days, yet in God will we trust, knowing that in His own good
time and way China shall be converted and become a Christian
nation.

“Will you not often remember us when in prayer and then
ask God to lead us and make us just such workers as He would
have us?

“Our Clopton School is in good condition, the religious state
increasing and the moral, with literary element, promising.

“We have eighteen girls now and shall soon have more than
twenty, for new names are constantly coming in.

“Three, if not four of the second class will be soon baptized
and taken into church fellowship, which will then make one-half
of the school professing Christians.

“Is not this much cause for rejoicing? Help us to thank
God for such a blessing, and pray for Him to keep their young
hearts faithful to Jesus.

“So with many kind wishes to yourself and your dear family,
I remain, your unworthy sister,

M. I. Lambuth.”

Forty-six years have passed since that letter was
written, expressing the faith in China being a Christian
nation. In these years marvelous things have come to
pass in the Great Empire now changed to a republic.
But have we done all we could to further the cause begun
by Sue A, Ward McKinnon and to establish the faith of
Mary I. Lambuth?

Mrs. M. A, Price.

Mrs. M. A. Price, one of the charter members of fhe
Warren auxiliary, still living at Warren, still sprightly
in body and keen in intellect, says of those early meetings:

“We sent to the Board of Missions for literature, and it
was some time before we had a constitution. We read and
studied and planned our work, which was slow the first year.
We met regularly, had just a few members, sometimes a
number of visitors, especially if we met at the church on
Sunday afternoon, we had quite a crowd, and occasionally
would get a new member, until we had a very good little
society.

“We had many difficulties in raising the amount of money
needed in our work. These were reconstruction days, and
with high taxes and free labor sometimes finances were hard
to meet.
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“One member said she would make pants (we say trousers
now) at 50 cents per pair, but as nearly every family did their
own sewing she could raise little money that way. Many of
us sold eggs at the local hotel for three dozen for a quarter.
All did what they could, but we always had our amount on
time.

“I lived across a treacherous creek which frequently over-
flowed its banks, and my husband would go to the bridge
and stand till I crossed the overflowed bottom, and when I
returned he would be there to see me across. Sometimes it
would be frozen and difficult for a horse, but as I was a
pretty good horseback rider I made it without accident.”

Mrs. Price was one of the early secretaries, was con-
ference vice-president, and for many years was faithful
in the different activities that marked the foundation of
the work.

Beside Mesdames McKinnon, Van Valkenburgh and
daughter and Mrs. J. R. Howell are the names of Mrs.
Poole, Mrs. Nannie Koonce, Mrs. Hugh Bradley, Mrs.
Wheeler, Mrs. M. A. Price and Miss Jennie Jackson as
the earliest workers in the auxiliary.

In the minutes of the First General Executive Asso-
ciation of the Woman’s Missionary Society of our
church, which bears the date of May, 1879, and which
corresponds with our Woman’s Missionary Council of
the present day, we find this record:

LirtLe Rock CONFERENCE

“This society was organized at Hot Springs, Ark., Decem-
ber 2, 1878.
President—Mrs. Sue A. McKinnon, Monticello;
Vice-Presidents—Mrs. A. R. Winfield, Mrs. C. F. Evans, Mrs.

A. Hunter, Mrs. M. A. Price;

Recording Secretary—Miss Mattie Hudson, Pine Bluff;
Corresponding Secretary—Miss E. L. Van Valkenburg, Malvern;
Treasurer—Mrs. M. J. McAlmont, Little Rock.

Auxiliaries, 7. Total members, 142, Amount collected for
the year, $210.70.

AUXILIARIES

“Warren has appropriated fifty dollars annually for the
support and education of a girl in the Mission School, Shang-
hai, China, and is pledged for at least five dollars annually
during the next six years for the support of Miss Rankin.
Members, 20. Amount collected, $47.00.
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“Pine Bluffi—Members, 20. The funds are appropriated
to the support of a woman missionary in China.
“Mineral Springs—Members, 50. Amount collected, $96.
gggds appropriated to building a mission home at Nantziang,
ina.
“Toledo—Members, 10. Amount collected, $2.00.
“Malvern—Members, 12. Amount collected, $2.00.
“Little Rock—Members, 14. Amount collected not
reported.
“Monticello—Members, 17.

“Miss E. L. VAN VALKENBURG, Cor. Secy.”

1878.

When in 1878 the Little Rock Conference Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society was organized at Hot
Springs, in the “sweet little home of Mrs. Brown,” rep-
resentatives from the four societies already organized
were present, from Warren, Mineral Springs, Pine Bluff
and Prescott. We can imagine the small yet notable
group that listened intently to the words of Rev. H. D.
McKinnon as he presided at the organization of the
Conferenee Society. The auxiliary at Warren had been
sending $50 annually for the education of a Chinese girl
named “Emily Van Valkenburg” at Clopton School;
Mineral Springs paying the first $100 to the missionary
home at Nantziang, China, about which Mrs. Lambuth
writes to Mrs. McKinnon; Pine Bluff paid $140.70
toward the support of our first missionary, Miss Lockie
Rankin; Prescott paid $50 the first year. But there is
no record of the patient perseverance of those women,
even the families of whom were requisitioned to help make
money for missions. Mrs. Frances McKinnon Morton,
in a recent letter to their writer, says: “I know, because
I did errands, scrubbed the knives, polished the glasses,
and did such other things as a very small girl may do
toward earning money to bring that $50 up on time.”
So in the five years intervening between the organiza-
tion of the first auxiliary and the Conference Society there
is record of only four auxiliaries beside the Hot Springs
Society which was organized in 1878 at the time of the
Conference organization.
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The woman’s work was organized at the General
Conference at Atlanta, Ga. under the name of General
- Executive Association of the Woman’s Missionary So-
ciety of the M. E. Church, South, and if we have been
burdened by the weight of a name we should rejoice
that this one did not survive past the year 1882 when
we became the Woman’s Board of Missions, the word
“Foreign” being inserted early thereafter.

Is it any wonder that the woman who first began the
work for women and who persuaded her husband to
preside over the first Conference session, is it any
wonder, we say, that she was made its first president,
Mirs. H. D. McKinnon, who had led those few cour-
ageous women into this far reaching movement?

Miss Lizzie Pirtle was elected corresponding secretary
and represented the Conference twice at the Board meet-
ings. '

Mrs. Hotchkiss in “Sketch of My Life” said that Mrs.
Juliana Hayes, first president of the Woman’s Foreign
Missions Board, visited the annual session of the Little
Rock Conference at Hot Springs in December, 1878 and
presented the work as committed to the women by the
General Conference and that she was enthusiastically
received. So again we find that we started well and
results were being seen from the efforts of Mrs. Van
Valkenburg, Mrs. E. L. Holmes, and others to enlarge
the kingdom of God in the earth.

Rev. C. F. Evans kindly assisted the women in their
difficulties of parliamentary law, etc. and they went out
from that gathering with no less than the Great Com-
mission on their hearts.

A Conference Society, five auxiliaries, and the mis-
sionary urge in their souls, this was the material with
which to build a kingdom, and this record is a testimonial
of their faith. :

Mrs. R. H. M. Mills writes of the organization of the
Woman’s Missionary Society of First Church, Pine
Bluff:

“The earliest Missionary work was sending one hundred dol-
lars to Mrs. McGavock of Nashville, Tenn., who was collecting
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money from all the churches to send a Missionary to China, as
soon as the Woman’s Missionary Society would be recognized by
the General Conference, that was to be held the following May,
1878.

“Mrs. H. A. Houston was the president of our Aid and
undertook the raising of this money. After this, the Society was
called the Missionary Society.

“We then adopted a little girl in China to educate, and
named her ‘Lottie Evans’, for our Pastor’s, Rev. Charles F.
Evans, wife.

“The Woman'’s Home Mission Society was organized by
members of the Foreign Society, when new life entered into the
work, and with increasing membership the work has grown and
moved forward.”

First ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WomaN’s ForeiGN MissioNarRy SociEty, CAMDEN,
1879.

The annual meetings of the Conference Society were
held in connection with the preacher’s annual Conference
till the year 1888, when the women held their first sep-
arate meeting; but it was with much expectation that
these few earriest women met in the first annual meeting
at Camden.

Eight auxiliaries reported 168 members with a total
finance of $166.65.

Mrs. H. D. McKinnon, who had been such a factor
in the organization of the work, felt that she could not
serve as conference president any longer and Mrs.
Andrew Hunter was elected president, Mrs. C. C. Godden
recording secretary, Mrs. M. J. McAlmont treasurer,
and Miss E. L. Van Valkenburg corresponding secretary.

Miss Lizzie Pirtle was present at the Louisville,
Kentucky Board meeting, known as the General
Executive Association of the Woman’s Foreign Mission-
ary Society of the M. E. Church, South, which met May
16-17, 1879, representing the Conference in her official
position of corresponding secretary.
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SecoNp ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WoMaN’s FOREIGN MissIONARY SociETY, PRESCOTT,
1880.

The record shows that Prescott was a new railroad
town in 1880, and showed right early in its history the
hospitality which has marked this splendid little town in
the entertaining of the Conferences of the men and the
women.

Evidence is given of the value of representation at
General Boards, for in 1880 Miss E. L. Van Valkenburg
represented the Little Rock Conference Society at the
General Executive Association at Nashville, Tenn., also
to the third meeting of that body held in 1881 at St.
Louis, Mo.

In that same year a monthly paper was ordered pub-
lished by the General Board, Mrs. F. A. Butler, of Nash-
ville, Tenn., Editor, and Miss Van Valkenburg, of War-
ren, one of the associate editors, which paper grew into
the Woman’s Missionary Advocate, so long published by
Mrs. Butler. Due recognition is given the Little Rock
Conference Society on page 50 of Mrs. Butler's History
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.

The new railroad town of Prescott left memories of
mud and slush as well as missionary incentive.

Miss Florrie Hunter served as secretary pro-tem and
Miss Rosa Perry was elected recording secretary with
Mrs. J. R. Harvey assistant.

There was but a handful of faithful women who
trudged through the muddy streets of the new made town
of Prescott, but their spirits were not daunted nor their
ardor dampened. A kingdom was to be builded and they
were His workmen.

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WoMmaN’s ForeicN MissioNaRy Society, PINE
Brurr, 1881.

Although we have no record of this meeting other
than the announcement of the place, we know the work
had developed till the need of district secretaries was
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so felt that at this meeting these secretaries were ap-
pointed. Miss Van Valkenburg says: “I receivéd notice
of my election to the Washington district in the spring
with the urgent request to attend the annual meeting
to be held in Monticello in the summer, but the thought
of taking a trip that far from home alone seemed im-
possible at that time.” In not so many years women are
journeying over the world alone and in safety.

The three life members made at that meeting were
Mesdames H. D. McKinnon, Sue Winfield, and Miss Van
Valkenburg. Mrs. J. R, Harvey was elected recording
secretary, whose duties seemed to demand an assistant,
Miss Annie Wells.

Fourre ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WoMmaN’s ForeiGN MissioNArRy Sociery, MoONTI-
CELLO, 1882.

The Monticello meeting was small in attendance,
probably due to the summer dates, the great distance, and
poor facilities for travel. The writer remembers that in
1904 she was two whole days and one night enroute to
.a Monticello meeting all because the only connection in
24 hours was missed. The president, Mrs. Andrew
Hunter, was made a life member at that meeting, and we
are constrained to believe it was quite worth their while,
for the next year new enthusiasm was shown. The work
was growing, the women were faithful, some fired with
an enthusiasm that brooked all opposition.

Firte ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WomAN’s FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, MALVERN,
1883.

A decade of beginnings! A decade of small work and
meager reports, yet it was a decade of laying the founda-
tion of the Woman’s Work in our great Conference. As
we look at the great structures that are worthy of our
commendation, those that weather storms and tempests of
. many kinds, we know their foundations were laid deep
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and unhurried, so the foundation of the Woman’s Work
in the Conference was securely laid in the hearts and lives
of the women of this Conference.

The Malvern meeting stands out as, not only marking
the close of the first decade, but taking a stand for larger
service in the future, and the exuberance of new desire
and increased interest is felt in the few lines that record
the events of that meeting.

In Mrs. E. A. Hayes’ History of the Woman’s For-
eign Missionary Society in the 1897 journal she says that
Mrs. Hotchkiss was elected president of the Conference
in 1883, but a notice in the Woman’s Missionary column
of the Arkansas Methodist, dated September 27, 1884,
gives the list of officers previous to the annual meeting
in November of that year as follows:

President—Mrs. Andrew Hunter

Vice-Presidents—Mrs. A. R. Winfield, Mrs. A. J. Mar-
shall, Mrs. Bowling, Mrs. T. W. Hayes, Mrs.

Lou Hotchkiss, Mrs. Lucy Talifaro
Treasurer—Mrs. M. J. McAlmont
Recording Secretary—Mrs. J. R. Harvey
Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. E. L. Holmes

So we are constrained to believe that an error has
been committed in the date of Mrs. Hotchkiss’ election as
president, it being 1884 instead of 1883.

How unconscious we are of the passing years and
how easily we forget the events that mark them as they
go, especially when women are busy as we know these
faithful ones were.
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Sixte ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WomaN’s FoReIGN MissioNARY SocIETY, LITTLE
Rock, 1884. - :

THIS is the first annual meeting that records an an-

nual sermon having been preached; all the previous
meetings were held in the homes of members while the
preachers were at the church in annual conference. But
the silver tongued Dr. D. C. Kelly, of Nashville, Tenn.,
just returned from the mission field, stirred the hearts of
that earnest band of workers for the great need of the
field and brought encouragement to the women concern-
ing the work already started.

The first juvenile delegate was in attendance at that
meeting (we wish, we had the name) and the Juvenile
Work was brought before the Conference at this meet-
ing. -
Quilt making seemed to be the special way of enlarg-
ing their funds and answering the needs of the worker
on the field. This notice of the meeting appears in the
Methodist:

“The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Little Rock con-
ference held their sixth annual meeting in Little Rock, Nov. 27,
1884, the president, Mrs. Andrew Hunter, presiding. Most of
the auxiliaries were represented and the society is more promis-
ing than at any other time since its organization. There has
been an increase of six auxiliaries since our last meeting. Paid
into the treasury during the year, $648.45. There was $32.50
paid as a memorial fund in memory of our departed Brother
Colburne, who had done so much to establish us in our work.
Said fund was gotten up by Mrs. Hotchkiss, and by vote of the
society, goes to the general Missionary fund, of which Mrs.
Baker is treasurer. It is hoped that our society will add to this -
fund from year to year until the amount is sufficient to do much
good. There were sixteen nice quilts and one cushion sent up to
the society by the different auxiliaries, which are to be sold and
the money paid to our treasurer, Mrs, McAlmont. Mrs. Beard

ve a worsted quilt which will be given to the Colburne fund.
?he society voted their heartfelt thanks to the Arkansas Metho-
dist for the use of their columns during the last year; also
expressed appreciation and love for our president, Mrs. Hunter,

41
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who had given her care and aid to the society for five years,
and at her request did not put her name in nomination in the
election of officers.”

In the same issue is a personal article written by
someone signed Ruth, which says:

“I have just received a letter from Mrs. Moore of Benton
containing a note from Miss Marcia Marvin, in which she
acknowledges receipt of three quilts sent to the Seminole Indian
Academy at Muskogee last winter by the W. F. M. S. of the
Little Rock Conference. From some cause they were delayed,
yet no less appreciated. Miss Marvin says the quilts were beauti-
ful and we appreciated them highly. Many, many thanks to you
and other kind ladies. The making of a quilt for a missionary
society may seem a small matter, yet it creates an interest in the
heart of everyone who assists in the work that may be productive
of much good. Several dollars are always made on each quilt,
and the makers feel that they have done something for Jesus, so
after all it is not a small matter to make a missionary quilt.
The society at Benton has commenced their four quilts. Can
others say as much?”

So we are to believe that Mrs. Hotchkiss was made
president at this time, Mrs. McKinnon serving one year
and Mrs. Hunter five, as this article states.

We can easily imagine the new life taken on in the
Conference with Mrs, Hotchkiss as president—that little
body so electrified by the power of the Holy Spirit that
her presence was felt in any company.

The first articles appearing in the Arkansas Method-
ist on the Woman’s Missionary Society were written by
Mrs. Hotchkiss, the first dated July, 1884, “Faith” being
the subject rather than missions, yet after all, is not faith
the foundation principle of missions, faith in God to
save a world? ’

September 6, 1884, has this announcement: “It is de-
sired to have a grand rally of all the auxiliaries in this
district at the Center Point camp meeting which will be
held on Friday before the second Sunday in September.
Every auxiliary should send two delegates. Ample pro-
vision will be made for all and you are most cordially
invited.

Signed, Mgs. E. L. HoLMEs.”

But after Mrs. Hotchkiss was made president the
Arkansas Methodist was not only freely used by her, but
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in 1890 the little magazine, “Send Me,” edited by her,
bore live and sparkling missionary messages to the women
of the Conference for five years, which was no small
factor in the promotion of the work in the Conference.

Mgrs. Lou ALLEN HoOTCHKISS.

When South Carolina and Tennessee united in giv-
ing to Arkansas a choice example of their culture and
refinement the full measure was met in the person of Mrs.
Lou Allen Hotchkiss who came to Arkansas to make her
home in 1870.

Born at Georgetown, S. C. in 1835, she was the
daughter of Rev. David J. Allen and Frances R. Alison,
who later moved to Tennessee. Her father was a schol-
arly man and was later a member of the Memphis Con-
ference. When a young lady she was very prominent in
the choir, playing and singing and directing the choir,
and while engaged in such work at Memphis was as-
sociated with the young Rev. E. B. Hotchkiss, who was
superintendent of the Sabbath school at Central Church,
Memphis at that time, and their friendship qulckly
emerged into the romance that ended in matrimony in

-1867. In 1870 they came to Little Rock and in 1873 they
moved to Hot Springs where they lived till God called
them to their reward. Not a strange coincidence but
rather a Divine Providence that brought to Arkansas at
the very beginning of woman’s work, a woman so fitted
in education, culture, and refinement who within the first
decade was chosen leader of the Missionary work of the
Little Rock Conference. Nearly a quarter of a century
in actual leadership of the highest type, mother in a
preacher’s home, Sunday School teacher and full of
other gopd works, truly she was a great woman.

SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING—WoMAN’s ForeiGN Mis-
SIONARY SOCIETY, ARKADELPHIA, 1885,

At the Seventh Annual Meeting the attendance was
so large that the sessions were held in the Baptist Church
of Arkadelphia while the preachers were in session at the
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Methodist Church, and it was at this meeting that the
women made mention of separate meetings from the men
and this comment is recorded: “Brother and Sister E.
W. Watson were both present, she stressing its expedi-
ency, he urging the difficulty of wives getting to Con-
ference without their husbands;” they had come at dif-
ferent times and from different places and she replied
that she “got along very well.” But the women were a
little fearful and no action was taken till at the 1887
meeting and now we wonder what we’d do with these
same good husbands if they were to attend our meetings
these days!

Dr. R. A. Young, one of Methodism’s distinguished
preachers, in appearance and in preaching, gave a mis-
sionary address and Mesdames Van Valkenburg, A. E.
Shippey, H. D. McKinnon, and T. W. Hayes were made
life members.

HoMmEe MissioNs BEGAN.

In May 1886, the General Conference authorized the
Board of Church Extension to organize a Woman’s De-
partment to collect funds for parsonage building. This
organization was known as the “Woman’s Department
of Church Extension,” until May 1890, when the General
Conference gave it the more definite title of “Woman’s
Parsonage and Home Mission Society” at the same time
enlarging its powers so as to allow it to do any work
coming under the head of Home Missions. The general
work of this society was conducted by twelve women,
known as the Central Committee, who met with the
General Board of Church Extension. When we think of
the proportions which the small efforts of the few have
reached, we say, “She builded better than she knew,”
when Miss Lucinda B. Helm made a plea for homes for
the preachers on the western frontier, which has evolved
into the great organization of the Woman’s Missionary
Society of the M. E. Church South.

" Thus has the home and homebuilding become the
deep set foundation for the evangelization of the world,
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for true it is, that no nation is greater than its home life,
no people greater than its home builders.

As soon as this new department had a working name,
the women began to appoint helpers throughout the con-
nection, and in 1886 Mrs. Hotchkiss was appointed
Secretary of the Little Rock Conference Church Exten-
sion, this announcement being made by Dr. Winfield
at preacher’s conference at Hot Springs, which office she
so admirably filled for five years till succeeded by Miss
Lizzie Stinson of Camden in 1891. Mrs, Hotchkiss began
at once to promote the cause of Home Missions, using
the pages of her Magazine, “Send Me” giving additional
pages to present the work. We note this beautiful spirit.
especially when some of the pioneer workers feared the
new society would hinder the great cause of missions.

In 1898 the General Conference gave constitutional
rights for conference representation.

In 1891 these officérs are listed in the Woman’s Par-
sonage and Home Mission Society:

Conference Secretary—Mrs. Lou A. Hotchkiss
Treasurer—Mrs. S. H. Thompson

DISTRICT SECRETARIES

Little Rock—Mrs. Myra Vaughn
Washington—Mrs. Ella McRae
Pine Bluff—Mrs. C. B. Brinkley
Monticello—Miss Lillie Jackson
Camden—Miss Lizzie Stinson
Arkadelphia—Miss Etta Thomas
Hot Springs—Miss Susie Crawford

Record is made of the Parsonage and Home Mission
Board meeting in Little Rock in 1896.

Later in this same year Miss Lizzie Stinson became
the corresponding secretary and served until 1896 when
Mrs. Pemberton was elected. '

In Mrs. Pemberton’s “Short Sketch of the Little
Rock Conference Woman’s Home Mission Society”
written in 1909, she says: “In 1894 the Little Rock Con-
ference Woman'’s Parsonage and Home Mission Society
was organized by Bishop E. R. Hendrix and Rev. C. C.
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Godden during the annual session of the Little Rock
Conference held in Prescott. These men of God were
assisted by our ever zealous Mrs. F, B. Rudolph. In the
autumn of 1895 the first annual meeting of the new or-
ganization was held in First Church Little Rock. The
attendance was small but reports were given from several
auxiliaries and the outlook was encouraging.”

The new society had even more than faith on which
to build, for the women of the Foreign Missionary
Society had exhibited that success that comes to those
who attempt great things and their purpose was set to
the building of that part of the Kingdom that related to
the sustaining of the workers on the home field, the
importance of which we so clearly see today.

EicaTH ANNUAL MEETING—WoOMAN’s ForeiGN Mis-
siONARY CoNFERENCE, Hor Springs, 1886.

With a record of two quadrenniums the Little Rock
Conference Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society met
at Hot Springs, the birth place of the Conference and
the home of the president and we can imagine the unusual
interest manifested in that meeting. In the home of Mrs.
S. A. Sammons, on Chapel St., Hot Springs, across the
street from the Chapel of Central Church, the Eighth
Annual Meeting was held.

Two events cast a gloom over that meeting, the re-
moval of Mrs. E. L. Holmes (Miss Van Valkenburg) to
to Texas and the death of Miss Dora Rankin, missionary
to China, and sister of Miss Lockie Rankin.

Dr. Morton was present and encouraged the women.

Mrs. J. R. Harvey was elected corresponding sec-
retary and Mrs. C, C. Henderson recording secretary.
Wives of distinguished preachers and missionaries were
honored with life membership: Mesdames Chas. B. Gal-
loway, David R. Morton and Rankin, mother of Lockie
and Dora Rankin.

Some one said we needed a grave in China to estab-
lish the permanency of missions, and surely no other idea
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filled the hearts of these women than to press on in the
work even though death called our workers.

Ninta ANNUAL MEETING—LITTLE Rock CONFERENCE,
WoMmaN’s FoReEiGN MissioNARY SociEty, LITTLE
Rock, 1887.

The Conference Society held its ninth session at the
residence of Mrs. McAlmont in Little Rock, convening
Wednesday, Dec. 7th, meeting opened by the president,
Mrs. Lou Hotchkiss with scripture reading and prayer.
Secretary pro-tem called the roll, officers, with the ex-
ception of recording secretary, answering to their names.
After a greeting from the president, meeting was changed
to a missionary experience meeting. Testimonies of all
were full of joy and encouragement and blessings re-
ceived in the Master’s service.

Second session held Dec. 8th at 3 P. M. at the ap-
pointed place—president in chair. Religious services
conducted by Mrs. Hunter. Delegate from Pine Bluff,
Bethlehem arrived. Agent appointed for Woman’s Mis-
sionary advocate during the Conference. Reports from
district secretary received. All sogieties report in good
working order. Increase of 25 new societies, Sister
Beard of Monticello District reported 30 subscribers to
the Woman’s Misisonary Advocate. Reports from dele-
gates were next called for. All were encouraging—so-
cieties doing well. The Juveniles of L. R. First Church—
the banner society this year—raised $65.00. Resolutions
of sympathy for our president in her recent bereavement
were presented and adopted by auxiliary. After a few
beautiful and appropriate remarks from the president,
meeting adjourned.

Third day. Meeting convened Friday, Dec. 9th, at
2 P. M., president in chair. Three new delegates en-
rolled. Reports from committees called for. Committee
reported an increase of interest taken in Woman’s Mis-
sionary Advocate and great benefit resulting from our
monthly programs, especially in juvenile work. Recom-
mended that the printing' of back reports for correspond-
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ing secretary be continued; also that a member of this
society be appointed to attend same, being authorized to
collect amount necessary from the treasurer. That a
brief synopsis of the proceedings of this society be fur-
nished the Arkansas Methodist for publication. Resolu-
tions: Committee on extension of work resolved that
all auxiliaries collect a contingent fund, amounting to
20 per cent per member. Resolved: that organization of
young peoples societies and occasional public meetings
be encouraged. The committee on finance recommended
a specified amount for expenses of president for visiting
and organizing societies; to the corresponding secretary
for stationery, etc., for printing report cards, leaflets, etc.
The above resolutions were adopted. Also resolved that
we hold our annual meeting as soon as possible after the
meeting of the Woman’s Board of Missions. After the
election of officers, Arkadelphia was voted as the next
meeting place.

The Children’s Work had proven so successful that
at this session it was decided to organize the Young
People.

Winfield’s “Working Bees” are mentioned with Mrs,
Sarah Brown as lady manager, 36 enrolled, f