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ever write the history of Methodism in Arkansas the name
of my early friend should have a place there."
Of the first Arkansas Conference, held at Batesville, Ark.,
Rev. Arthur W. Simmons has this to say:
" Well do I remember the effort made by Bishop Morris,
in the fall of 1836, at .Columbia, Tenn., to get volunteers "to
transfer to the Arkansas Conference, to be held in Batesville.
Four of us gave our consent, viz.: E. B. Duncan, R. Randle,
A. W. Simmons and R. Gregory. Three of us accompanied
the Bishop from Columbia, Tenn., to Batesville, Ark., viz .:
R. Randle, E. B. Duncan and the writer. We had a hard
time in getting through the mud and water. But being well
mounted, we landed safely at Batesville, sometime about
the last of November. There the first Conference in Arkansas was to be held. It was then a large Conference, embracing the whole of Arkansas and North Louisiana. We
met with a hearty welcome, and after a pleasant session, we
were all assigned to our fields of labor for the next year.
All left but one. The Rev. Rev. Charles T. Ramsey preached
his last sermon on the last night of the Conference with
power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost. In three days
he was dead. Since that time the brethren have been passing away, until, as far as I know, I am the only one living
who attended the first Conference held in the State. I feel
very lonely when I think of a Duncan, a Randle, a Smith,
the sweet-spirited Ratcliffe, and many others that could be
mentioned; but thank God, although they have crossed the
river, I believe they have landed safely in the City of God.
I am still here, worn out, and often feel that it will not be
long until I shall see them again."
The writer of the above was mistaken in the supposition
that he was the only one living who attended that first session of the Arkansas Conference. Andrew Hunter, who
was received on trial at that Conference, is still living.
The second session of the Arkansas Conference met in

106

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

the City of Little Rock, November I, 1837, Bishop Andrew
presiding.
At this session of the Conference there was a class of ten
admitted into the Conference on trial, viz.: Lewis C. Props,
John B. Denton, Jerome B. Annis, Moses Spear, Uriah
Whateley, Samuel Allen, James Graham, James E. Grace,
George \V. Turnley and John F. Seaman.
The Conference at this session received some very valuable accessions by transfer from the older Conferences.
John C. Parker, Alexander Avery, Jacob Custer and John
M. Steele, from the Tennessee Conference; and Turtle
Fields, from the Holston Conference. Several of these
became intimately identified with the work for many years,
and their names will frequently appear in the course of this
history.
Two of these, Alexander Avery and Jacob Custer, are still
living to bless the Church by their presence and labors.
Alexander Avery is at present a superannuated preacher in
the Little Rock Conference, and in ripe old age enjoys the
confidence and respect of his brethren.
Jacob Cu ster traveled for ten years in the Arkansas Conference, from 1836 to 1846, and filled with great acceptability
some of the most important charges in the Conference. He
then located and engaged in the practice of medicine, in
which profession he enjoys the reputation of being one of
the most successful physicians in the community in which he
lives. He is at the same time an honor to the local ministry,
and preaches with great acceptability to the people. He
has been a tower of strength to Methodism in Southwestern
Arkansas. He has always been the devoted friend of the
itinerant preachers, and has by his ' p erso nal labors and
judicious counsels greatly aided them in their pastoral work.
Of his labors we may have occasion to again refer in the
progress of this work.
The Rev. Alexander Avery has furnished a brief sketch
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of his life, from which the following facts are gathered. He
was born in Johnson County, North Carolina, August I I,
18°9, and was converted August 29, 1829. and was licensed
to exhort in 1833, and was licensed to preach in 1836. He
was admitted on trial in the Tennessee Conference the same
year, and appointed to the Sandy Circuit with Arthur Davis
as P. C, and Thomas Joiner, Presiding Elder. In the fall
of 1837 he was transferred to the Arkansas Conference and
appointed to the Marion Circuit, John C. Parker, Presiding
Elder. This was a hard year for the young preacher, as
the circuit had only been formed the previous year, and
there were but few religious people in that portion of the
country. There was no one in the bounds of the circuit
that would pray in public. The young preacher became
so much discouraged that he requested the Presiding Elder to
remove him to another charge, but the Presiding Elder told
him to remain a little longer until he could find a suitable
place for him. In a few months the prospects were so encouraging that he requested the Presiding Elder to permit him
to remain the balance of the year. The next year he was
appointed to the Mount Prairie Circuit, where he had a
gracious revival of religion, in which there were about one
hundred conversions and additions to the Church. He was
then appointed to the Choctaw Nation as a missionary,
where he remained for three year-so As an illustration of
the difficulties encountered in that early day, Bro. Avery
relates that during the last year of his stay among the Indians, he went to a camp-meeting in Texas. On Friday
night there was a rumor that the wild Indians were within
twenty miles of the place, and on Sunday morning there
was a report that a man had been shot by them within eight
miles of the camp-ground. He says when his time came to
preach he "tried to preach easy, but could not." For a
number of years Bro. Avery traveled circuits and districts
to the great acceptability of the people. In 1870 his health
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became so much impaired that he was compelled to ask for a
superannuated relation, which he has held until the present
time.
In summing up his labors he says: co I have received
about 1500 persons into the Church, baptized about 800,
performed the marriage ceremony for 125 couples, and
preached about 3500 times, held many class and prayer
meetings, have frequently been sick, shared with his brethren
the privations and hardships of itinerant life in a new country,
and now feel that I have been an unworthy servant, and my
need of a Savior. The old soldier remains with us a little
longer, full of years, and looking forward with pleasing anticipation to the time when the Master will say, , Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.' "
The name of John B. Denton appears for the first time in
connection with the Mount Prairie Circuit in 1833. The
following year he was discontinued. In 1837 he was readmitted into the traveling connection, and appointed to the
Sulphur Fork Circuit.
"Tohn
B.
Denton was a native of <;;;lark County, Arkan,.x
c
sas. While.yet an iii'fant he had the misfortune to lose both
his parents. It was the further misfortune of this doublyorphaned boy to be thrown into a family destitute of moral
culture, and who hardly observed the decencies of life.
Until twelve years old he had never enjoyed the luxury of
hat or shoes. Disgusted with this degraded kind of life he
ran away in hopes of bettering his condition, without forming any definite plans for the future; and while scarcely out
of his teens he married. Soon after this he professed religion, and with this change in his moral nature came a yearning for mental culture. Fortunately his young wife encouraged him, and taught him letters at night by the light of
blazing pine-knots. It was not long until he was licensed to
preach, when his wonderful powers began to develop. The
people of Virginia were not more surprised at the masterly
~
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eloquence displayed by Patrick Henry in the celebrated tithe
suit, than were the Arkansians at the oratorical powers of
this unlettered and uncultivated frontier boy. This furnishes
another illustration of the fact that orators, like poets, are
born, not made. Young ·Denton had a fine personal appearance and musical voice. His language rose with the grandeur of his theme, until it would remind the classical scholar
of Cicero. His action was like that of Roscius; his use of
figures most appropriate. We have read an apostrophe to
water, in one of his temperance speeches, which for impassioned eloquence is equal to almost anything found in the
language. His mastery over the human passions was complete. He could touch them as the skilled musician touche s
the chords of his instrument. When he addressed the multitudes th at flock ed t o hear him preach upo n the sub li me
themes of the gospel, his appeals were all but irresistible."
This y oung and brilliant preacher was cut off in 1839, in
the midst of his usefulness, in the most d istressing m anner.
A company of Indians had made a raid upon the white settlements, when a company of citizens led by Denton were
in pursuit of them. The Indians fired upon them from a mbush with too deadly an aim, wh en Denton fell mortally
wounded, and was buried upon the banks of the stream that
bears his name.
The following letter from Bishop Andrew to Dr. Wm. H .
Browning, of the Little Rock C onference, will be read with
interest: .
" SUMMERFIELD, ALA., January 8, 1868.
"My DEAR BROTHER BROWNING-I did not know what
had become of myoid friend, but often thought of you,
and of other days. Well, the other day I got a letter from
the office and found on opening it that it was from myoid
friend, W. H. Browning. And so you have strayed over
into Arkansas, a land which I have visited frequently, and
I would like to do so again, but I am growing old so.
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fast that I doubt whether I shall ever be able to realize my

* *

wish.
*
" My mind goes back to the time when I first visited the
Arkansas Conference. The session was held at Little
Rock, and was the second session of that body. The first,
I think, was held at Batesville, and Bishop Morris presided.
It was a small body, even after the half dozen which I carried with me were added, yet they were men of the right
stamp; men of true hearts and determined purpose. I
think that but few of the men that met me there are now
living and in the work. I stayed at the home of Brother
Ratcliffe, who, with his excellent wife, showed me much
kindn~. He I see is living, and yet in the work, and still
a faithful, zealous leader in the hosts of Israel; God bless
him and his.
I remember Fountain Brown, whom I used
to meet at Conference many years after, but I believe he
has crossed the flood and gone to his reward. Arkansas
about this time had a very unenviable reputation. It was
regarded, even in the neighboring States, as the home of
robbers and murderers And when it was understood that I
was going to hold that Conference, many of my friends
seemed quite astonished when they learned that I intended
t o go. ' You must certainly,' said they, 'arm yourself as
a defense against the outlaws you will be sure to encounter:
'No, said I, I will trust in God and go in his name. If
these characters see me without any preparation for defense
they will think I have nothing worth fighting for; but if
they see me armed to the teeth they will conclude I have
booty, and will be more apt to attack me.'
"Well, I went to Arkansas, and mingled with all classes
of its population, and no one offered me any violence in all
my route. And usually when they ascertained that I was a
minister, they treated me with respect; so I carried up a
better report from Arkansas than many others would have
done. The only weapons I carried with me were my Bible
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and hymn-book, and above all a firm confidence in God. I
have visited the Conference several times since then, and
have marked its steady increase in population and material
prosperity; and that now, instead of the little band of 1837,
that met in Little Rock, two respectable Conferences with
many thousands of members occupy that country.

"J. O.

ANDREW."

During this year the Conference suffered the loss of one
of its most effective preachers:
"Rev. Charles T. Ramsey was born in North Carolina in
the year 1794. His parents moved to East Tennessee, where
he was reared up to manhood. He then removed with his
parents to New Madrid County, Mo., where he lived until
about the 27th year of his age, when he became awakened to
a sense of his danger under the labors of the Methodist ministry. He joined the Church, was converted, and removed
to the Western District of Tennessee, where he was an exhorter, afterward a local preacher, and in the fall of 1829
was admitted on trial in the traveling connection, Tennessee
Conference. He traveled various circuits in the Western
District, with acceptability and great usefulness. His zeal
seemed to increase with his years, and finding there was a
great call for ministers in Arkansas, he took a transfer to
the Missouri Conference, which then included that country,
and was appointed on the Mount Prairie Circuit, where he
was useful. At the next Conference he was appointed to
the Little Rock District, but was arrested by disease in that
place, which ended his sufferings in three days. During his
illness he expressed the most perfect resignation to the will
of God, and died as he had lived, strong in the faith giving
glory to God . He was an itinerant seven years, and finished
his course on the loth of November, 1836."
In answer to the question, "Who have located this year?"
there were six: W. H. Turnley, Charles J. Carney, Cot-
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man Methrin, John H. Rives, Lemuel Wakelee and Jesse
A. Guice. Philip Asborne was discontinued.
The third session of the Arkansas Conference met at
Washington, Hempstead County, November 7, 1838. Peter
German, B. B. Weir, Samuel Clarke and Daniel Adams
were admitted on trial. George W. Morris, William Mulkey,
M. S. Ford, S . W alters and S. Holford were received by
transfer from the Tennessee Conference, and J uba Easterbrook from the Ohio Conference.
The reported increase in membership for the year was
415 whites and 91 colored.
The locations for the year were Ansel Webber, Henry
Cornelius, Winfree B . Scott, Thomas Bertholf and J eptha
Hughes.
The third session of the Arkansas Conference met in the
T own of Washington, Hempstead County, November, 7 ,
18 38 .
As none of the Bishops were present, J ohn Harrell was
elected to preside. He discharged the responsible dutie s
. of this office to the satisfaction of his brethren.
The statistics showed that progress had been made everywhere except in the Creek Nation, where there was considerable decrease.
The following were admitted on trial: Peter Gorman, B .
C. Weir, Samuel Clark and Daniel Adams.
The Conference received by transfer from the Holston
Conference, D. B. Cumming, John F. Boot, A. Campbell
and Weelocker; and from the Tennessee Conference,
George W. Morris, William Mulkey, M. S. Ford, S. Walters
and S. Holford.
As there were thirteen additions by admission on trial
and by transfer, and five locations, and one death, and three
were discontinued, it will be seen that there was only a gain
of four to the working force of the Church at this Conference.
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There was one death during this year, Hiram Geering, of
whom Dr. Hunter says:
"In the fall of 1837 a young man came to us from Michigan. He stood full six leet 10 his boots, was square-built,
1iliCk hair and dark eyes; would weigh about 180 pounds
-physically a model man. That was Hiram Geering. He
was appointed to Washington Circuit in Northwest Arkansas. He entered upon his work with great spint and'"did
~ffective service in the vineyard of his Lord. In the
fall he was taken sick, and although he had the best of medical attention, he never recovered. At the home of Dr.
Bedford, on Cane Hill, he breathed his last, leaving this
message: 'Tell my brethren that I died at my post in
sight of heaven.' When this writer traveled that circuit in
i1r40, Ius name-was on the lips of all the good people. They
took mournful pleasure in speaking of the young preacher
whose memory was so dear to them. Dr. and Sister Bedford, as long as they lived, took pleasure in recounting his
many virtues, and considered themselves highly honored in
being permitted to minister to him in his last illness. At
the next Conference John M. Harrell preached a funeral
sermon occasioned by his death that made a profound impression on the audience, and especially on the preachers.
We all resolved to go forward, and if need be, 'die at our
posts' like our departed brother. The body of our brother
rests at Cane Hill, waiting the call of the I'a:st trump. Bless
the Lord for the Christian religion.
" At this Conference two new districts were formed; the
Red River and the Fayetteville. The Cherokee and Creek
work were connected with the latter under J. Harrell as Presiding Elder, and the Choctaw and Chickasaw were in theRed River District, under Robert Gre~ Brother
Gregory will be" remembered by those who were young at
that time. He was a handsome little man; would weigh
150 pounds when in good health. At times he preached

-
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with great acceptability, both to whites and Indians. But
he was subject to spells of melancholy. Then he was bltu/
more so than anyone I have ever known. When himself
he sang sweetly and was a great worker in the altar at the
camp-meetings, and was a popular man with preachers and
people. He came to us from Tennessee, and at the organization of the Conference was appointed to a circuit.
Charles T. Ramsey, who was placed on the Little Rock District, having -died, Gregory was put in charge of that work.
The district then included all the country from the Arkansas River south, and including the' Sulphur Fork' country
on the other side of Big Red River, now included in the
Counties of Bowie, Red River, Lamar and Fannin, in what is
now Texas. After doing good work in Arkansas for a number of years he was transferred to the Memphis Conference,
where he traveled a district for four years and was then
placed on the superannuated list. I met him several summers in succession at the Hot Springs in our State. His
melancholy fits had b'ecome more common, and at times
his friends discovered that his mind was considerably impaired. Returning from one of his visits to the Springs he
stopped off the train at Bryant Station to visit a distant
relative; while there his bodily ailment increased with so
much violence that in a few d ays the weary wheels of life
stood still, and it was my mournful pleasure to attend his
funeral and see my former Presiding Elder laid away in
Wesley Cemetery, near Bryant, in Saline County, Arkansas,
toawaJt flie resurrection of the just. I regard it to this
day as a singular providence that permitted me to attend
the funeral rites of myoid friend. To us God moves frequently in 'mysterious ways,' carrying on his designs, not
always bright, however; but dark as his designs may appear to us, faith looks through the cloud and sees a smiling
face.
" At the third session of the Conference there came to us,

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

I

15

by transfer from Tennessee, one whose name should be preserved from'"';;blivion. ~at was William Mulkey. He was
a unique character. H"e-. was bne- of the best English
scholars I have ever known. He had lectured on orthoepy
in many of the colleges North and South, and could give
each letter in its exact sound. In bodily make he was of
the medium size, carried no surplus flesh and was as near
all nerve and muscle as any other man. His first appointment was in the Choctaw Nation, as the colleague of MeKenzie. Knowing Mulkey as we knew him afterwards,
it was a great mistake to send him to preach to Indians
through an interpreter. It was like putting a steam engine
to a common road wagon. Mulkey ran away from the interpreter and left him wondering where he would take up.
In the fall of the year the Presiding Elder brought him down
'into the white settlements in Sevier and Hempstead Counties,
where, after the novelty growing out of the preacher's manner passed away, he did most effective work. He was all
action in the pulpit. Hands, arms, eyes and the muscles of
his face, all were brought into service, and while it was odd
.a nd amusing, it was all natural, and when once you were
'Used to him you enjoyed it hugely and didn't care to hear
anyone else. There was so much quaintness and originality
about him that he had the attention of his audience from
'first to last. 'His word was with power.' When passing
on by wagon from Little Rock with his family, making his
way to the Indian Nation, he stopped for the night with a
'C umb erla nd Presbyterian family. When the brother found
he had a preacher for a guest, he sent out and invited his
neigh bors in to hear preaching. They came, fifteen or
twenty, among them a man by the name of Montgomery,
who scarcely ever went to church. He was noted for his
carelessness to the subject of religion. Mulkey's manner
arrested him from the start, and the matter of the discourse
-though the same old gospel-was presented in such an
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original way that at the close of the sermon, Montgomery
was under deep conviction, which ended in a sound conversion at the camp-meeting the following summer. His wife
and children also followed the example of the husband and
father, and that became one of the most pious families of
that community. There are a great variety of gifts. Paul,
ApolIos, and Cephas. There are sons of consolation and'
sons of thunder, all called to the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. Bro. Mulkey served the
Church for a number of years as a missionary to the colored
people on the Red River plantations, the owners giving him
a good support. He located afterwards and for several
years lived in the vicinity of what is now Center Point, in
Howard County, where he was very useful. He afterwards
went to Nashville, Tenn., and from there to Texas. My
recollection is that he took to the lecturing field again, and
in traveling in a st age coach at one time, he became very
sick and was left at a house by the roadside, where he died.
He left several children, sons and daughters. One of his sons
is in the evangelistic work in Texas and his praise is in all
the churches. He has nephews and nieces in the vicinity
of Nashville, in Howard County, Arkansas. So passed
away this friend of my early ministry. His home was the
resting place of many a weary itinerant, this writer among
the number. His good wife was a help-meet indeed, and
joined her husband cheerfully in making her guests comfortable . Thank God we shall not be strangers when we
cross the last river. In closing I wish to mention a reminiscence. We were sitting together conversing on various
subjects. The question was raised as to how much it was a
Christian man's duty to bear from the wicked without resistance. I remember asking him the question direct: 'Bro.
Mulkey, suppose a wicked fellow should come up to you
and say, "Mr. Mulkey, I am going to whip you!" , What
would you do?' 'I would say to him, sir; if the Lord gives.
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me grace I will bear it, but if he don't, woe be to your hide.'
Nothing but the grace of God would have saved the hide of
the fellow that attempted to chastise him. He was all
activity and had been a practiced boxer in his younger days.
Adieu, myoId friend; I shall never see your like again in
every respect."
The fou rth session of the 4rkansas Conference met at
Fayetteville, W ashington County, No vember, 1839.
This was a year of great prosperity to the 'Ch urch, as the
minutes show a healthy increase in the membership. The
increase for the ~ntire Conference was 1340, which was a
g ain of about 40 per cent. The increase for the Arkansas
portIon of the Conference territory was 809.
There were three admissions on trial at this Conference:
Ge orge Standford , Stephen Carlisle and William Stanley.
The additions by transfer were: R. B. Hester, Edwin
Ya ncey, W. B. Mason, James Morris, R. W. Cole and W.
A. Cobb.
Although the Conference received such a large addition
to its working force by transfer from other Conferences, its
numerical strength, was no greater than it, was the previous
year, as th e Conference lost heavily by the location of some
of its m ost efficient preachers.
The year 1839 was a memorable ep och in the history of
Methodism. It had completed the first century of its existence as an ecclesiastical organization. F or several years
the various Methodist b odies had anticipated this event
with no little i~terest. As it was regarded by Methodists
as the introduction of a new era in Protestantism, it was
thought proper to celebrate the centennial with such expressions of gratitude and praise to God as would be commensurate with the blessings received.
Dr. Stephens saysin his" History of Methodism:" "In
the ensuing October the whole Methodist world united in
the celebration. It was an occasion which had never been
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equaled by any Protestant body in the extent and interest
of its observance, or in the munificence of its liberality. The
aggregate sum contributed by the various Methodist bodies
was more than seventeen hundred thousand dollars, and
without interfering with their stated collections. Some of
the most important financial foundations and public edifices
of Wesleyan Methodism were erected and endowed forever
by it. But these were secondary results; the moral influence of the occasion was incalculably more important. The
almost incredible liberality of the denomination, during a
year of almost unparalleled commercial depression, demonstrated its resources. The affection of the people for their
great cause was shown to be profound and universal. A
salutary religious feeling attended generally their religious
ceremonies; their surprising donations, pouri~g into the
treasury from all parts of the world, were in thousands of
instances accompanied by significant and touching sentiments. Some were in honor of long-deceased veterans who
had fought the battles of the early itinerancy; others, in
memory of parents or children, brothers or sisters, who had
been led to a religious life, and into heaven, by the agency
of Methodism; others, in commemoration of old classmates or class-leaders, or old pastors, who had long since
gone to their rest, but could never die in the memories of
the donors; some in grateful acknowledgment of special
spiritual blessings, of redemption from vice, of deliverance,
or sanctification in great trials, of prosperity in business, of
the moral rescue of kindred and friends. Never did Methodism receive more emphatic moral testimonials than in these
acts of pecuniary liberality; never were there more sermons and addresses delivered or printed respecting it than
during this year; never more discussions about it in public
journals; never was its history more generally read, or its
practical system more fully reviewed; never had it received
a more thorough appreciation. Beyond as well as within
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the denomination the extraordinary demonstration could not
fail to produce a profound impression, for -the whole Christian world saw more distinctly than ever, that after a hundred years of struggles and triumphs, the great movement
was more demonstrative and more prospective than ever it
had been. Nor was the Christian world disposed to deny
that the commemorative demonstration was justified by the
historical results of Methodism. It was seen that most of
the great religious and philanthropic institutions which now
chiefly embody the moral power of Protestantism, the Bible
society, the tract society, the modern missionary society,
the Sunday-school, as an agency of the Church, sprung
directly or indirectly from the influence of the m ovement,
that in the language of a churchman, . never before in the
British Islands was there such a scene; there were no Bible,
tract or missionary societies before to employ the Church's
powers and indicate its path of duty, but Wesley started
them all; the Church and the world were alike asleep; he
sounded the trumpet and awoke the Church to work.'
"Wesley died at the head of a thoroughly organized host
of 550 itinerant preachers and 140,000 members of his societies in the United Kingdom, in British North America,
in the United States, and in the West Indies. Such were
some of the facts, astonishing to the most sober contemplation which its history presented at the time of its centenary
jubilee; but even with such facts to stimulate the general
joy, gratitude and hope, of its people, they could hardly have
dared to anticipate the results which about twenty additional years were to present to us in confirmation of the
providential mission of their cause-its 18,000 itinerant
Methodist preachers, 2,800,000 communicants and 10,000,000
hearers. The sectarian partialities of our modern Protestantism render the task of the historian apparently invidious
in the citation of such facts, but they are the legitimate, because the most significant. historic data; as here presented
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they are assuredly within the limits of the actual truth, and
may well justify the common gratitude and congratulation
of the friends of our common faith."
We have had occasion to notice the fact that many of the
most faithful and devoted preachers of that day were compelled to locate on account of the meager support received
by them. The demands of their families for the bare necessities of life compelled them to engage in secular pursuits, but their services were not lost to the Church. Their
experience as traveling preachers enabled them to fully sympathize with their itinerant brethren, and as local preachers
to render most efficient aid to them in their work in the
several communities where they lived.
From this "date the name of Stephen Carlisle becomes
prominently identified with the history of Arkansas Methodism as one of the leaders in the development of the
Church, and by his labors contributing very largely to its
growth and prosperity. His name will frequently appear as
we trace the history of the Church.
The fifth session of the Arkansas Conference met in the
City of Little Rock, November 4, 1840, Bishop Beverly
Waugh, President.
Benjamin F. Harris, Ethan E. Bryson, Green Woods and
Richard W. Cardwell were admitted on trial.
Mason B.
Lowry, S. W. Moreland and Samuel Robbins was received by
transfer from the Tennessee Conference. There were 34
preachers in full connection and 8 on, trial. There were 81
local preachers, 4228 white members and 725 colored members, and 1524 Indian members. The two districts in Louisiana were reported this year in the Mississippi Conference.
Counting only those reported from the Arkansas districts,
there was a gain of 811 whites and 117 colored. A comparison of the growth of the Church during the decade from
1830 to 1840, will show that the growth of the Church was
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much more rapid than the increase in the population of the
State.
The p opulation of the State in 1830 was 30,388. The
population of the State in 1840 was 97,574. The membership (If th e Church in 1830 was 1334. In 1840 it was 5034.
If 3-:2 represent the incre:rse III 'the growth of the State,
then 3.7 will represent the Church.
An e xamination of the list of appointments for 1830 will
reveal the fact that only a small part of the State was actually occupied by the Church, although it was laid off into
circuits and districts. The greater part of these circuits
had no well -defined boundaries; ' an appointment to a
certain work simply meant to occupy the region of country in that direction. As late as 1840 many of the circuits
were larger than the present districts are. Take as an illustration, the Pine Bluff Circuit embraced the territory occupied by the present Pine Bluff District, and a part of the
M onticello District. The Little Rock District embraced all
the territory within the State lying south and east of Little
Rock. It will be remembered that there were no railroads
at that time, and but few roads of any kind. There were but
few bridges across the streams, and often the itinerants' way
was only marked by a dim trail through almost impenetrable
forests. In many instances they would travel for hours, or
even a whole day without coming in sight of any human
habitation. There are men now living who distinctly remember the time when the itinerant preachers, in passing
from one appointment to another, would have to camp out
in the forests, frequently tying the horse out to graze during
the night, while the preacher slept under the shelter of some
friendly tree. As there were but few bridges in the country
it was nothing uncommon for the preacher to swim the
creeks and bayous for a long distance. Manyare the thrilling experiences told of the hair-breadth escapes of these old
veterans as they made the round of their immense circuits.
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Of the R;V, ~drew Sml.~h, who came to the State in
183 I, and di such faithful work for a number of years the
venerable Dr. Abbey has furnished the following sketch:
"I knew him about 1816 or 1817, and I saw him last in 1823.
He was the third and youngest son of a widowed mother,
living on the left bank of the Mississippi River, about thirty
miles above the mouth of the Ohio, in Alexander County,
Illinois, where the three brothers kept a ferry 011 the Mississippi. John, the oldest brother, was married, and was once
Sheriff of that county. Larkin and Andrew were boys
nearly grown. The mother was religious, a very rare thing
then in that country. Society was very wild and uncultivated. Andrew was a mechanical genius and invented a
tread-wheel ferryboat, which far surpassed other crude
modes of propulsion. In the spring of 1823 the family, or
rather the two families, left Illinois, and removed to the
wilds of West Tennessee, and settled about one mile or two
south of the Hatchie River, six miles below where Bolivar
now stands, in Hardeman County. I went with the Smyths
from Illinois to Tennessee and remained there until late in
1823, when I left there and located in Natchez, Miss. While
there some Methodist preacher--in later years I have not
been able to learn who-visited that neighborhood and
preached on two monthly occasions, taking his text both
times from Revelation. This was the first preaching of any
sort in that settlement, the first Methodist preaching I ever
heard, and I think likely the first the Smyth boys ever heard.
It was then called the Clear Creek Settlement. When I left
there was no religion in the Smyth family except the old lady.
They were clever, respectable, industrious people of more
than ordinary intelligence for that country and those times.
Somewhere about 1830 I saw in a newspaper the name of
Andrew Smyth as a Methodist preacher, and wrote to him to
know if it was myoId friend, and was rejoiced to know that
it was. Our correspondence continued occasionally for a
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few years. He was then in Arkans as. He was a man of
strong mind, large force of character, much will-power and
self-reliance."
We have had occasion to notice the fact that there was a
gratifying increase in the membership of the Church during
this year. The church in the capital city of the State reported
a membership of 62 whites and 50 col ored. The station had
been organized in 183 I, with William Ratcliffe as the pastor.
At the date of the organization there were only 36 whites
and 45 colored members. Within the four y ears the Church
had nearly doubled the me mbership. An examination of
these figures will give us a n idea of the difficulties under
which those who laid the foundati ons of our Church labored
at that early day.
How great the sacrifices of the preachers must have been
when the only station in the State had a membership of only
62 whites. How small the number when compared with the
stations of the present day, all over th e State, that number
their members by the hundreds. Comparing the Church of
the present with the Church of that day, we are made to exclaim, "What hath God wrought!"
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The Conference for 1841 met at Batesville, November 10.
Bishop Waugh presided.
We are now about to enter upon an eventful period in the
history of the Church, and trace its progress through the
years that immediately preceded the great separation in the
Methodist Church in the United States. For a number of
years the Church had been greatly disturbed by the antislavery agitation, and every year witnessed a greater intensity of feeling upon this question. Good men upon both
sides of this controversy labored to avert as long as possible the dangers that threatened the peace of the Church.
The minutes of the Arkansas Conference show that there
was a very healthy growth in every department of Church
work.
There was a net increase of 860 in the membership of the
Church, and an unusually large number of admissions into
the traveling connection, some of whom became prominent
in after years. They were George Benedict, John CowIe,
Henry Hubbard, L. C. Adams, jefferson Shook, Isaac F.
Collins, Nathan Taylor, Wm. McIntosh, Thompson C. Tinder. The Conference was reinforced by Thomas D. Strout
and Alvin Baird, transfers from other Conferences.
The Conference for 1842 met at Helena. Bishop Andrew
presided.
The net increase for this year was greater than for any
previous year; total membership being 6768, with a net in-
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crease of 1854. T. G. T. Steele, A. L. Kavanagh, W. H.
Howke, D. L. Bell, John Boston, Calvin Slover, Walter D.
Collins, James D. Mason, Thos. Standford, J. C. Kelly.
Louis Atkinson.
The Conference was further reinforced by transfers from
the Memphis, Indiana and Mississippi Conferences. Isaac
McElroy, J. F. Truslow, David Crawford and J. F. Randolph, from the Indiana Conference; R. B. Bents, J. Stephens, S. Freeman, R. Martin, J. H. Blakeley and W. A.
Hammill, from the Memphis Conference; Hezekiah Boyers,
Henry H. Kern and John J. Roberts, from the Pittsburg
Conference.
While all of these proved to be valuable acquisitions to
the Conference, there was one that was prominent in the
Church for many years. John J. Roberts was born in
Greene County, Pennsylvania, in 1817, and converted in
1835
He was licensed to preach in 1842, and admitted on
trial in the Pittsburg Conference, and immediately transferred to the Arkansas Conference. He filled in succession
the following charges: Mount Vernon Circuit, Fort Smith
and Van Buren Station, Batesville, Canaan and Washington
Circuits, Helena Station, Helena and Walnut Bend Circuits,
Jacksonport District, Helena District, Helena Station in
1865. This will give us an idea of the character of work
filled by our brother, and the estimation in which he was
held by his brethren. For more than forty years he preached
in Arkansas, and one has said that" during this time he had
the joy of seeing more than six thousand souls led to God."
He closed his labors March 14, 18S3, in great peace. A
few minutes before his death his face became aglow with
light, and he exclaimed: "Light! light! light!"
This was one of the most prosperous years the Church in
Arkansas had ever enjoyed. There-was a larger number of
preachers stationed and a larger field cultivated by the
Conference than had ever been attempted before this time by
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the Church. The reported increase in membership for the
year was 1591 white members and 263 colored, and 455
Indians. Among the preachers that received appointments
at this Conference were many whose names are familiar to
the Church of the present day. As an evidence that the
Church is making some progress in the benevolent work of
giving the gospel to the perishing millions, the following
comparison will show. The entire amount contributed for
missions that year was only $193. In 1840 it was only $76.
While the Church at the present day is far below the scriptural standard, it has made wonderful progress.
The Conference for 1843 met at Clarksville, in Johnson
County, November 15, Bishop Roberts presiding. At this
-session of the Conference Aaron S. Bell, Jonathan Wayland.
Charles H. Edwards, J oab H . Biggs, Gideon W. Cottingham and Tussawalita were admitted on trial. William H.
Goode was received by transfer from the Indiana Conference and Samuel G. Patterson was received from the Missouri Conference.
This year was noted for the highest and most destructive
flood that ever occurred in Red River. So sudden was the
rise that people retired to bed apprehending no danger, and
at midnight had to beat a retreat to save their lives. At
Fort Towson the water rose fifteen feet higher than was ever
known before. Lost Prairie, and other points lower down,
which had never before been under water, were inundated
to the depth of several feet. The flood caught the people
along the river totally unprepared, and swept resistlessly
down in one wide and general ruin every vestige of human
industry, houses, fences, stables, cotton presses, cotton
bales, cattle, hogs, etc. The loss of human life constitutes
the painful feature of this great calamity. Over a hundred
people were drowned between Jonesboro and Fulton. Six
families of Indians were drowned near the former place.
Amid the general distress Capt. Crooks, of the steamer
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Hunter, rendered the sufferers every possible succor in his
power. He steamed from place to place picking up survivors from house-tops and tree-tops, and rescued from a
watery grave over a hundred persons" Some were necessarily left to perish in the cane and timber, as it was impossible to reach them. The distressing cries of those thus
situated were often heard above the noise of the elements.
The steamer Napoleon, during a trip up tile river, also rescued a number of lives. At Lost Prairie two people were
drowned
At this point a man named Anderson underwent
a thrilling experience. He was caught in the bottom by the
rising waters and climbed a tree to save himself. Four
days and nights he remained perched in the tree without a
mouthful of food. The late Capt. Richard H. Finn was
paddling about through the river bottom looking after stock.
Having his gun along, he shot a turkey, and at the crack of
the gun he heard a mournful voice a short distance away,
which C\-ied out in feeble accents: "Save me, for God's
sake !" Paddling in the direction from whence came the
sounds, Anderson was discovered sitting in the very top of
a gum-sapling, not more than six inches in diameter at the
butt. With black-jack vines he had lashed himself so firmly
to the tree that, had he been so disposed, he could not, in
his then exhausted condition, have broken himself loose.
By this means he was enabled to take a little sleep occasionally without danger of falling into the water, which
roared and bubbled like a cataract beneath him. Capt.
Finn rescued the unfortunate man and carried him to his
house. The extent and severity of this flood surpassed anything that had ever been known to occur in that river.
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The year 1844 marks an epoch in the history of Ameri
can Methodism. From its organization at Philade~phia, in
1773, when the first Conference of Methodist preachers was
held, until this date, no great division of the Church had occurred. While it is true that there had been some small
separations from the main body they were new organizations, of separate and distinct bodies, and not divisions of
the main body. This was the last year that Episcopal Merhodism remained intact as one ecclesiastical body.
If we except the civil war of 1861-5, nothing- else has
ever created such intensity of feeling and was attended
with such grave consequences to Methodism; to the cause of
religion in America and to the entire country as the division of the Methodist Episcopal Church into two distinct
bodies with separate ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
It was impossible for such a large body of Christians so
widelydiffused over the whole territory of the United States,
and occupying so commanding an influence in all the great
centers of population, to divide without creating a profound
impression upon all classes of society. Men of every religious creed, and those of no special faith, were profoundly
moved with grave apprehensions for the safety of the country. It was felt that if so large and devoted a body 0 f
Christians, bound together by such ties-a body of men with
such a glorious history of common suffering, labors and triumphs, could not resist the agitations of the slavery question, that other organizations and the country itself were in
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great peril. It was regarded as the entering wedge to separate other bodies and the nation itself. Subsequent events
only showed how much cause there was for these grave apprehensions. It would have been unnatural and impossible
for the Church in Arkansas to have escaped the general excitement that pervaded the entire Church. While the Arkansas Conference did not suffer so greatly as the border
Conferences from the slavery agitation and consequent division of the Church, the minutes show that it temporarily
arrested the growth of the Church, and instead of the increase that had so regularly marked its past history for a
number of years, that there was during this year an actual
decline in the number of Church members. As far back as
1825-8, when Jesse Haile was the Presiding Elder of the
Arkansas District, the Church in Arkansas suffered very
greatly from the anti-slavery agitation caused by his intemperate speeches. He had been the Presiding Elder of the
district for four years, and was a violent abolitionist of the
Garrison type. He frequently preached against slavery,
both publicly and privately, and as there were some within
the district of his way of thinking, he had some following,
and as a result there was much controversy and bitterness
of feeling among the membership. There were a number
of expulsions and withdrawals from our Church .
About this time the Cumberland Presbyterians began to
establish themselves in the country about Mount Prairie,
and quite a number of excellent people went off to them,
and were entirely lost to our Church. Happily for the
Methodist Church, Haile was succeeded by Uri el Haw, a
man of very different views and methods, and who was just
exactly adapted to the condition of things as they existed
within the district. Jesse Haile transferred to the Illinois.
Conference in 1829, and as the sentiment of the people in
that country was favorable to his views, he was successful in
his ministry until his death, which occurred In 18-..
9-M
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Although he was a very imprudent man in his methods of
advocating his views, there is no doubt but that he was a good
man. His last hours were peaceful and his end was triumphant.
The history of the division of the Church into two ecclesiastical bodies in 1844 is well known to every Methodist who
has read the history of the Church by McTyiere, or any of
the several histories of the division. It may be that a brief
statement of the causes that led to the division in 1844. and
the facts connected with it, will be agreeable to those of our
readers who do not have access t o these valuable works. In
1843 Bishop James O. Andrew, one of the Bishops of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, became connected with sl avery
by his marriage to a lady who was the owner of slaves. According to the laws of Georgia, the State in which he lived,
it was impossible for him to set them free . He had no legal
claim upon these slaves. He had violated no law of the
Church in marrying a lady who happened to be the owner of
slaves. The fact, however, that he had become in this way
connected with slavery, caused the most intense excitement
throughout the North.
When the General Conference of 1844 assembled in New
York the delegates from the Northern Conferences demanded
that Bishop Andrew should cease to travel as a Bishop. It
was admitted that he had violated no moral or ecclesiastical
law of the Church. The whole matter was placed on the
ground of . expediency. It was contended that Bishop Andrew's connection with slavery would render him very unacceptable to the great body of the Church in the Northern
Conferences. With the Northern Conferences it was not a
question of law and moral right, but of expediency. The
Southern delegates felt that Church membership and official
relation to the Church was too sacred a right to be made to
depend upon a question of expediency. What the majority
would regard as expedient at one time, might not be re-
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garded as expedient at another time. The delegates from
the Southern Conferences protested against the arbitrary
measures adopted by the General Conference.
Many of the delegates from the Northern Conferences
believed that the best interests of the Church required a
division. Accordingly a "plan of separation" was adopted
by a very large majority of the Conference. In accordance
with this plan, adopted by the General Conference of the
united Church, the Southern delegates called a convention
to meet in the City of Louisville, Ky., in May, 1845.
This convention with perfect unanimity proceeded to
organize the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, as an independent, separate ecclesiastical jurisdiction, the first General Conferance of which met in the City of Petersburg, Va.,
in May, 1845.
The delegates to the General Conference of 1844, from
the Arkansas Conference were William P. Ratcliffe, Andrew
Hunter and J. C. Parker. The action of the Southern delegates in the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, was warmly and unanimously approved by the membership of the Arkansas Conference, who resolved to stand by
their brethren of the other Southern Conferences in the maintenance of what they regarded as their vested rights as members of the Church . There were a few disaffected members
-in certain parts of the State who were not satisfied with the
action of the Conference, and who made the attempt to
organize societies and pastoral charges under the supervision
of the Northern Church. The only thing, however, that was
effected by these Churches, was to maintain a sickly existence for a short time, to the annoyance of the communities
in which they were located, and then to pass away until the
close of the war between the States. A few of the disaffected members removed to the Northern States, and a few
-others went to other communions, but the great body of
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these became reconciled and united with the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South.
The Annual Conference for the year 1845 met at Camden,
Ark., Bishop Soule presiding.
The following preachers were received on trial: James
W. Loyd, Jonathan D. Stockton, Gabriel E. Hays, Jacob
W. Shook, John D. Alexander, James J. Cowant, H. A .
Sugg and Samuel D. Aikin.
The superannuated preachers were Jacob Whitesides and
John Harris.
One death was reported: "Thomas D. Stroud was received on trial in the Memphis Conference in 1840, and was
transferred to the Arkansas Conference the following year,
and appointed to the Montgomery Circuit. In 1842 he
traveled the Greene Circuit; in 1843, the White River Mission ; in 1843, Blue Bayou Circuit. He was present at the
Conference in Little Rock in 1844, and was taken violently
ill during the session. After a brief illness of only a few
days, he was released from earthly suffering and labor, to
enter his eternal rest. He was a plain, practical and useful
preacher, of deep solid piety. He died in great peace,
calmly trusting in Christ."
The minutes for the year 1845 show a decrease of 336 in
the number of Church members. This decrease was no
doubt occasioned by the excitement attendant upon the division of the Church. Men who were ordinarily indifferent
to the affairs of the Church, felt that there was much more
involved in the movement than the simple organization of
another ecclesiastical body. It was regarded as one of a
series of divisions that would ultimately terminate in the division of the country.
Five districts were formed at this Conference-Little Rock,.
Fayetteville, Washington, Pine Bluff and Helena. These
were divided into forty-two pastoral charges, and forty-four
preachers received appointments from the Conference.
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The statistical reports show that the total membership
was 7370 white and 1724 colored members.
The Church had survived the shock occasioned by the
-division, and was becoming adjusted to the change. The
preachers being released from a cause of embarrassment, began t o prepare for greater conquests for Christ than had
ever been witnessed in the State. The position of the M.
E. Church , South , was more clearly defined , and better understood than it had ever been before. It had the perfect
confidence and sympathy of all the Southern people. Every
obstacle arising out of the slavery question was now removed, a nd nothing remained but to faithfully cultivate the
field before them .
Am ong these received on trial at this Conference were
. some who became prominent in the work of the Church in
after y ears. Among th ese was Jacob Shook. The re ader
will remember the names of the Shooks and Alexanders,
who settled at an early day in Hempstead County, and did
so much toward pl anting M ethodism in that county. R ev.
Jacob Shook was b orn in Madison County, Missouri, in 1823,
moved with his parents t o Hempstead County in 1830. He
wa s converted and joined the Methodist Church in 1837,
a nd joined the Arkansas Annual Conference in 1845. His
health failing, he went to Fl orid a in 1882, hoping by the
change to regain hi s health, but grew worse, and died in a
few weeks. His ministry extended through a period of
nearly thirty-seven years, during which time he was recognized by all who knew him as an humble. devoted man of
God, true to the Church, and full of faith and the Holy
Ghost. During his ministry he filled a number of important
appointments, to the great satisfaction of the people.
James W. L oyd traveled for three years in the Ark ansas
Conference, and then transferred to the Texas Conference,
where he continued to travel until 1852, when he located.
Joh n G. Alexander and Jonathan Stockton located in
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1848. S. D. Aikin transferred to the Indian Mission Conference in 1846. H. A . Sugg traveled for a number of years.
and located in 1853.
Thomas D . Stroud died during the last week in November, 1844, in the City of Little Rock. Of this brother but
little is known . From the minutes we learn that he was received on trial in the Memphis Conference in 1840. In 1841
he was transferred to the Arkansas Conference, where he
traveled until the time of his death. In his memoir, prepared by William P . Ratcliffe and Andrew Hunter, it is
stated th at he was a plain, practical preacher, and that his
life was a true comment upon the principles he proclaimed.
Hi s end was peaceful.
The eleventh session of the Arkansas Conference met at
Van Buren, November 25. 1846. Bishop Payne presided.
The following preachers were admitted on trial: John
Stephenson, Walter Thornberry, William L. Guthrey, William G. Bell, James M. Rogers. By transfer from the Alabama Conference, William Moores; from the Tennessee Conference, James Rice, Charles P. Turrentine, Robert M .
Kirby, Joseph Tinnan, and Abram D. Overall; from the
Memphis Conference, Lewis P. Lively.
John Stephenson traveled for a few years and located in
1850. Walter Thornberry traveled in the Arkansas Conference until 1859, when he was transferred to the Texas
Conference. James Rice transferred to th e Texas Conference in 1856. Charles Turrentine located in 1858. R . M.
Kirby transferred to the Texas Conference in 1865. Joseph
Tinnan located in 1849. Lewis P . Lively transferred to the
T ex as Conference in 1865.
The twelfth session of the Arkansas Conference met
at Washington , Hempstead County, November 17, 1847.
Bishop Capers presiding.
Jesse M. Boyd, Russell M. Morgan, Joseph Rentfroe, and
Elij ah F. McNabb were admitted on trial.
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Abraham D. Overall and William G. Bell, young men of
promise, in their first year on trial, died duri.ng the year in
great peace.
The statistics for the year indicate th at this was a year of
prosperity. The numb ers reported were 8134 whit es a nd
1750 colored, showing a net gain durin g th e year of 624
whites and 48 colored members; 43 traveling preach ers re ceived appointments from the Conference.
R uss ell M organ continued in the travel ing connection until 1859 , when he retired to the local ranks . Jo seph Rentfroe traveled but one year and was discontinu ed at his o wn
request. In an old Quarterly Conference journal for the
Bartholomew Circuit, the name of J oseph R entfroe appears
in the minutes of the Fourth Qu arterly Conference for 1835
a s a n exhorter. A t the fourth Qu arterly Confere nce for
1836 his name a pp ea rs as a loc al preacher, which rel ation
he sustained until 1847, when he was a dmitted in th e trav eling connection in the Arkansas Confere nce. A s we have
seen , he was discontinued at the end of the first y ea r and
returned to the ranks of the local ministry, where he remained until his de ath, which occ urred at his home in
Cleveland County in 18-. Joseph Rentfroe was recogniz ed as a useful and faithful local preacher, a nd wa s greatly
instrumental in that early day in laying the found ations for
the future development of the Church. His t wo sons,
Thomas and Finis Rentfroe, are now living, the first at
Searcy, in White County, the other at Pine Bluff. They
are both honored and respected citizens in the communities
wh ere they reside, and are known as zealous, consistent
members of the Methodist Church.
The thirteenth session of the Arkansas Conference met
at Pine Bluff, November, 1848, Bishop Andrew, President.
Benoni Harris, W. J. Stafford, James B. Thetford, W alter
T. Thornberry, James M. Jones, Robert G. Britton, S amuel
Morris, James E. Cobb, David H. Caruthers, Richard Mar-
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tin, James S. Kemp and H. G. Carden were received on
trial. The reader will notice in this list a number of names
that in after years became prominent in the Conference, and
to whom we will again have occasion to refer. This was a
year of great prosperity t o the Church and was characterized by a large increase in the membership. John J. Pittman and Young Ewing were received by transfer from the
Tennessee Conference.
The fourteenth session of the Annual Conference was
held at Batesville, November 8, 1849. There being no
Bishop present, Andrew Hunter was elected to preside over
the Conference.
Silas Spurrier, D . L. G. McKenzie, Thomas Hunt, P.
Basham, B. S. Cardow, J. H. Rice, J. M. Rogers, C. C.
Jones and G. F. Thompson were admitted on trial. Of this
number P. B asham was transferred to the Indian Mission
Conference in 1856, and George F. Thompson was transferred to the Mississippi Conference in 1852. C. C. J ones
was discontinued after traveling one year. Of the others
we will have occasion to speak again in the progress of this
work.
The Conference received at this session two valuable additions by transfer, Jesse McAllister and A. R. Winfield. Jesse
McAllister did faithful and efficient work as a teacher for
many years, while the name of A. R. Winfield was for many
years a household word in hundreds of homes in Arkansas.
From this time until his death he was prominently connected
with every enterprise of the Church in the State, and was
doubtless more widely known than any man in the State.
In the appointments for this year we have: Batesville
District, Andrew Hunter; Batesville Station, A . R. Winfield. During this year a~ intimac y was formed between
these two leaders in our Methodism that continued without
interruption until death.
The statistics show a very healthy improvement in the
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condition of the Church during the year. The districts for
this year were Little Rock, Batesville, Fayetteville, Washington' Pine Bluff and Helena. There were 55 pastoral
charges, 60 traveling preachers, and 10,485 white members
and 1819 colored members. The total gain was:887 members.
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The Conference for 1850 met at Fayetteville, October 23.
1850, William Moores, President. The admissions on trial
were Rollin H. Carter, Green N. Boyd, J. J. Crouch, T. Q.
C. House, Marcus Manly, John Revill, John S. McCarver,
James D. Andrews.
A review of the progress of the Church during the decade
from 1840 to 1850 will show the most gratifying results.
In 1840 the statistics show that there were 4228 white members and 725 colored members, 41 traveling preachers and
81 local preachers. In 1850 there were 11,299 white members, 1769 colored members, 67 traveling preachers and 166
local preachers; showing that the membership of the
Church had been nearly trebled during the decade. In the
meantime there had been a wonderful growth in the population of the State. In 1840 the population of the State was
97,574. In 1850 it was 209,897. Comparing this with the
growth of the Church, it will be seen that the Church had
grown a little more rapidly than the State; for if we represent the growth of the population of the State by 2. I, the
increase in the membership of the Church will be 2.6. In
1840 there were but 28 pastoral charges in the State; jn
1850 there were 62 pastoral charges.
In 1840 there was but one town of sufficient size to sup-
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port a station; in 1850 there were five towns that had increased 1U membership so as to be raised to the
position of stations. In the matter of finance the improvement was much greater than in the increase in
m embership. In 1840 the total amount raised for mi ssions, Bible cause, Sunday-schools and the worn-out
preachers, widows and orphans of deceased preach ers, was
only $ 304 .30. In 1850 for the sa m e purpose it wa s $ 1628.
While this am ount was far bel ow what it ough t t o have
been, it sho ws tha t there was some im provement. A Church
is always in a he al thy condition that is m aking some pro gress along the lin es of true church- work. If th e t endency
is upw ard, there is hope for the future , and wh ile the pres ent may be far below what it ought to be, and what we d esire it to be, if it is moving in the right direction it inspires
hope for the future. It is not so much wh ere a re we now ,
as in wh at direction are we moving.
We may not be moving as rapidly as we o ug h t , but if we are moving in the right
direction with an increasing velocity, the m omentum th at we
gather will carry us onward to the highest degree o f success,
to the Church. T o compare our present position with wh at
it ought to be, will produce humility and stimulate to renewed effort to reach the demands of du ty. T o compare
the present attainments with the past a nd find any re al progress, inspires hope and courage. The Church in Arkansas in 1850 was far below the stand ard of privilege and duty,
but the progress of the past decade inspired the preachers
and people with hope and caused them to devise larger pl ans
of usefulness for the future.
The Church had passed through the trying ordeal of
1844, and had survived, the shock a nd become more thoroughly adjusted to its work than ever before. We have seen
that for the years 1844 and 1845, that there was a decrease
in the number of Church members in Arkansas. In 1844
the decrease was 965 whites, and 1845 the decrease was 336
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whites. This decrease was not caused by any withdrawal
of membership from the Church, or by any lack of sympathy with the action of the Southern delegates in the organization of the M. E. Church, South, but was the result of the
intense feeling that existed, which for the time absorbed the
attention of the Church, preventing direct aggressive work.
In 1846 there was a slight increase in numbers, and in
1847 there was a larger increase, and in 1848 a much larger
increase. An examination of statistics will give an idea of
the effect of the agitation upon the Church. In 1842 the
increase was 1591. In 1843 it was 2113 . In 1844 a decrease
of 965. In 1845 a decrease of 336. In 1846 an increase of
i5. In 1847 an increase of 624. In 1848 an increase of
1147. Periods of great excitement are not favorable to successful Church work.
The sixteenth session of the Conference met at Camden,
October 5, 185 I, Bishop Capers presiding.
There was an unusually large class of admissions into the
Conference: at this session. Hugh A. Barnett, John D. Coleman, Richard W. Hammett, Thomas B. Hillburn, James P.
Hulse, William A. Maples, John Mosely, Robert H. Neely,
John Rhyne, Elijah Smoot, David M. Webster.
Hugh A. Barnett was a faithful, good preacher, and did
effective work as an itinerant until 1860, when he located.
Coleman ana Webster traveled two years and discontinued.
Maples and Smoot traveled one year and discontinued.
John Rhyne has long been a faithful preacher, and ' we
will have occasion to refer to his name again.
During the year the Conference lost by death two faithful and effective preachers-William B. Mason and Juba
Eastabrook.
William B. Mason was born in Roberson County, North
Carolina
-rch 24, 1808; was converted in 1833, and admitted on dial in the Tennessee Conference in 1837, and
transferred to the Arkansas Conference in 1839. and traveled
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in the order named-Helena, Warren, Marion, Mount Vernon and Harrison Circuits and the Red River African Mission. He was regarded as a man of great purity, fidelity
and zeal. He was a faithful and successful preacher of the
gospel. A few hours before his death, he said to his wife:
.. I go home tonight. It was the night of December 13.
18 5°::.-.----.--~ E~ was born in Vermont, and moved to
Ohio, where he was converted and began his ministry. He
was transferred to the Arkansas Conference in 1838. His
first circuit was Litchfi eld; then Batesville for two years ;
Clarksville, Washington and Union Circuits, in the order
named; then Pine Bluff' District for four years; El Dorado
Circuit, Van Buren a nd Fort Smith. While he was stationed
at Fort
Smith the town was visited with that fearful plague
'r--the cholera. As a faithful pastor he exerted himself to the
utmostofni's strength in visiting the sick a nd administering
comfort t o the dying, until his strength gave way before the
inroads of the disease that was hurrying so many to the
grave. His death
urred July 21,1851. Among his last
utterances he said he was going home. He was an excellent pastor and good preacher, and greatly beloved by all
who kn ew him.
The seventeenth session of the Conference met at Clarksville, in Johnson County, November 10, 1852, Bishop Paine
presiding.
This was a session of more than usu al interest Of} account
of the large number of preachers who were received on trial
and by transfer, who afterwards became prominent in the
Church as preachers and pastors.
Duncan L . G. McKenzie, Jesse W. Owen, Jordan Banks,
Jacob W. Moore, Jerome B. Annis, Burton Williams, George
A. Dannelly, Thomas Hunt, A. L. P. Green and John M .
Bradley, were admitted on trial.
Joseph Turrentine, by transfer from the Tennessee Con-
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ference, and Alexander B. Winfield, W. H. Gillespie, Sanford
W. Jones, H. O . Perry, W. H. Wood, R. R. Roberts and F.
W. Thacker, from the Memphis Conference.
Of this number Burton Williams, G eorge A. Dannelly,
Joseph Turrentine, A . B. Winfield a nd A. L. P. Green are
still living and in connection with the itinerant ministry.
Of the others, the greater part, after a number of years of
great usefulness, have g one to their reward. Some located
after a few years, and as far as we know were faithful in that
re lation to the Church.
Of those who are still living and in connection with the
Conference, Burton Williams is a member of the Arkansas
Conference, and enjoys the confidence of his brethren as a
devoted, faithful preacher. George A. Dannelly is an honored member of the White River Conference, and enjoys
the love and confidence of his brethren in a very remakable
degree, and is perhaps the most widely known and universally respected of a ny preacher in the State. His great
ability as a Masonic lecturer has brought him in contact with
the people in every p art of the State. A. B. Winfield is a
member of the Little Rock Conference, and has for many
years filled with great acceptability circuits, stations and
districts to which he has been appointed. A. L. P. Green is
a member of one of the Texas Conferences, and has been
faithful through all these years of service. Joseph Turrentine is a superannuated member of the Little Rock Conference, and in old age enjoys the love and confidence of his
brethren.
Of the others who entered the Conference at the same
time, proper mention will be made as we proceed with the
history of their labors in the Church.
We can form some better idea of the growth of the Church
by remembering that in 1845 there were only five Presiding
Elders' districts . in the State, and in 1852 there were eight
districts. In 1845 there were forty-one pastoral charges,
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while in 1852 there were sixty-seven pastoral charges. The
total membership in 1845 was 7370, while in 1852 it was
13,093·
The names of the districts and pastoral charges indicate
that the work was beginning to assume a more definite form
than at any previous time in its history.
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The Arkansas Conference for the year 1853 met at Tulip,
in Dallas County, Bishop Andrew presiding.
The Town of Tulip was at that time the center of one of
~
the most pleasant and prosperous communities in the State,
and was noted throughout the State for its intelligence, refinement and religious culture. It was for many years the
home of a large number of prominent...Methodist familiesthe Somervilles, Smiths, Taylors, Butlers, and a number of
others of equal prominence (old Methodist families that
have contributed so largely to the growth and prosperity of
the State), lived at the place known as Tulip Ridge.
They were a fine type of Methodists; the greater part of
them had, at an earlier day, moved from Tennessee, where
they had enjoyed the ministry of such men as Harris, Boswell, McFarland, McFerrin, Blackwell, Brooks, Sullivan,
McMahon and others of equal note. Trained under the
leadership of such men they were prepared to perpetuate a
vigorous type of Methodism in that part of the State. It
was for many years the home of Dr. Andrew Hunter, Rev.
James Caldwell, Rev. J esse McAlister, Dr. Richard Colburn
and others, all of whom contributed largely to the success of
Methodism in the State. The Princeton Circuit, within the
bounds of which Tulip was situated was one of the most
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prosperous charges in the Conference. The reported membership for this year was 646 whites and 146 colored.
A few years before this there had been a most wonderful
revival of religion on the circuit, under the leadership of
Rev. A. R. Winfield, resulting in the conversion of several
hundred souls. At the close of the year in which he traveled there was a reported net gain of 52 1 members. Some
of the old people of the present day, who were living at that
time, speak with glowing enthusiasm of the wonderful revival under the ministry of the gifted and popular young
preacher.
At this session of the Conference there was an unusually
large class of admissions into the Conference. The minutes
read Richard H. Dodson, John H. Mathis, James Mackay,
William H. Gillam, Jesse GriffirJo, B. C. Weir, William J.
Scott, James E. Caldwell, John F. Carr, Richard F. Withers,
H arlston R. Withers, H. N. Hawkins, David N. Bowles,
James D. Adney and H. J. Newell. Of this number the
larger part have either died, located o r transferred to other
Conferences. John S. Mathis transferred to the East Texas
Conference in 10856; James Mackay transferred in 1875 ~
Jesse Griffin located in 1859.
CASTING OUT DEVILS.

Jesse Griffin was regarded by those who knew him in his
early days as a man of great courage and decision, and as a
very acceptable preacher among the people. A number of
ra t her amusing anecdotes have bee n told of h is mi nistry
among th e people of that day. He is described as having
been a very la rge, compa ctly built man, and of great physic al stre ngth . Although he was kn o wn to b e a ve ry gen tle
and sweet-spi rited man, y et .wh e n he was t h orou g hly
a ro use d he was a terro r t o evil-do ers. I t is said of him that
u pon one oc cas io n he was hold ing a meeti ng in a very rude
a nd wi ck ed neig h bo rh ood, where the rou ghs thought it looked
lO-M
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bold and manly to disturb religious worship. A rough specimen of humanity, who was partly intoxicated, staggered up
to the preacher and said he had heard that this was the place
where they worked miracles. The preacher replied, .. No,
we cannot work miracles, but we sometimes cast out devils,"
and suiting the action to the word, seized the man and threw
him out of the house.
These old preachers regarded it as a religious duty to defend themselves and their congregations from the assaults of
wicked, irresponsible men .
Of the large number of preachers received at that Confe rence we have seen that the greater part have passed from
the iti nerant ranks,
James E. Caldwell is an honored member of the Little
Rock Conference, and has by reason of affliction been on
the superannuated list for several years. He is greatly beloved by his brethren.
John F. Can: is on the effective lis t, and doing faithful
service in the Little Rock Conference.
Harlston R. Withers is justly regarded as one of the
a blest preachers in the State. For a number of years he
was local, and engaged in the practice of law, and won considerable distinction as a lawyer. A few years ago, however, he returned to the itinerancy, and although very feeble
in health, has done most valuable service for the Master.
William J. Scott h as b een on t he supernumerary list fo r
m a ny years- a p ure, good man. T wo o f his so ns a re in the
itinerant m ini st.r¥;-and doing faithful service for the Ch urc h.
T he name 0 Cornelius-McGuir~ appears for t h e fir t tim e
in the m inutes of the T e nnesse e Co nfe re nce fo r 1835, wh en
h e was ad m it te d o n trial, in d class o f twen t y-three. He
traveled in th at Co nfe re nce for eig h tee n years, a nd then
transferred t o the A rka nsas Conference in 1853 . A n am usi ng incident is related of h im , wh ich illu strates the ch ar acter
o f wo rk that had to b e d one a t that early day by many of
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'Our preachers, and the courageous type of preachers required for that work. The incident I am about to relate has
been published several times and located in several different
places. It has also been attributed to two or three other
preachers. Whether it occurred in Tennessee or Arkansas
the writer is not informed. The version that I have was
received from a most excellent brother, who had the incident from McGuire himself. On one of the circuits traveled
by him there lived a blacksmith who professed to be an infidel, and being a man of great physical strength and courage
had threatened to whip every Methodist preacher that came
that way. He had become such a terror to the preachers of
that country that butfewof them were willing to pass along
the road upon which he lived. McGuire was appointed to
the circuit within the bounds of which the blacksmith lived.
He had heard of the threats of the blacksmith, and had
learned about the place where he lived. Coming into the
neighborhood he had to pass the blacksmith shop, and as he
approached the place he was singing some old Methodist
hymn, and the smith, supposin~m nls appearance that he
~t be the preacher, ran out and stopped him in the road,
and told him that no preacher was ever permitted to pass
that shop without receiving a whipping from him. McGuire
remonstrated with the man, but it was all to no purpose.
McGuire told him that as a man of peace he did not want
to have any difficulty, but the smith was unyielding in his
purpose to whip the preacher.
Finally McGuire dismounted, and the smith rushed upon
him confident of an easy victory; but to his utter surprise
McGuire knocked him down at a single blow, and jumping
upon hiifi
an to poundFirn severely. The smith begged
for quarter, but McGuire told him he would not let him up
until he promised to go with him to his appointment for
preaching. The smith refused to promise, and McGuire
continued to beat him until he agreed to go. Then McGuire
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demanded of him that he would agree to seek religion; he
refused at first to make the promise, but McGuire continued
his b lows u nt il he agreed that he would try to se ek religion.
The man made g ood his promise, and in a few weeks was
happily converted and united with the Church. In after
years, in his talks in class-meetings and love-feasts, he would
frequently s a ~ ha-d-reJigion. whi ed into him. He
remained a consistent Christian until death.
C. M. McGuire was transferred to the Northwest Texas
Conference in 1870.
.
The General Conference for 1854, which met at Columbus,
Ga., elected three additional Bishops, George Foster Pierce,
of Georgia; John Early, of Virginia; and Hubbard Hinde
Kavanaugh, of Kentucky.
George Foster Pierce was universally regarded as one of
the brightest lights in the American pulpit. He was born
in Green County, Georgia, February 3. 1811 ; licensed to
preach in 1830, and admitted on trial in the Georgia Conference. From that day until his death no man was ever
more thoroughly identified with the history of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
.
John Early was born in Bedford Co unty, V irg inia , January I , 1786, and died in the City of Lynchburg, Virginia,
November 5,1873. His parents were Baptists, but he uni ted
with the Methodist Church. He was licensed to preach in
180 6. He was a preacher of great power, and was noted as
a man of great executive ability. As an illustration of his
great power as a revival preacher, it is said of him: "On
t h e Greenville Circuit he received 500 members into the
Ch urch , and at the ever memorable ca mp-me et ing h eld
a t Prospe ct, in P rin ce E d ward Co un t y , V irgi nia, it is said
1000 p erso ns were convert ed. " Su ch we re the type of
men who were electe d at the sa m e time wit h B isho p K avanaugh.
In the plan of Episcopal visitation the Ouachita Confer-
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ence fell to Bis"hop Kavanaugh and at this first visit he
greatly endeared himself to the preachers and people of t he
State, with whom he was always a great favorite .
Many interesting incidents have been told of Bishop Kav
anaugh's p ower as an orator. Dr. Redford relates that
upon one occasion the Rev. Mr. Dibrell, of Virginia, was
sitting by him when the Bishop was preaching one of his
grand sermons, and ever and anon, as the preacher ascended
higher and higher he would touch him and ask, " Can he do
that again? "
The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church , South, which met at Columbus, Ga., in 1854, divided the Arkansas Conference into two Annu al Conferences,
by ; ) tne running east and west a cro ss theState. The
Northern Conference retained the name of the old Conference and was called the Arkansas Conference, while t he
Southern Conference was called the Ouachita Co n fe re n ce.
Th ese Conferences were divided by a line commencing at
the mouth of White River, and running th e nc e up said river
to . the mouth of Des Arc Bayou, thence up said bayou
to the m outh of Cypress Bayou, thence up said bayou
to its head, thence down the Palarm Creek to the Arkansas River, thence up said river to the mouth of
the Petit Jean, thence along the line between Yell and
Perry Counties to the southwest corner of Perry, then ce in
a direct line to the southwest corner of Yell County, and
thence due west t o t h e western line of the State. During the
ear there was a very small increase in the membership of the
Arkansas Conference and a large increase in t h e Ouachita
Conference. Taking the entire State there was a very
healthy grow th of t he Church, and it inspired t h e preachers
with re ne we d zeal to cultivate the fields assigned them by
thei r Confe re nces.
Dou btless t he student of Arkansas M ethodism would like
to se e so m et hing of th e di visio n o f t h e Conferences at that
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early day. In the Arkansas Conference the districts were =
Helena District, Stephen Carlisle, Presiding Elder; J acksonport District, John M. Steel, Presiding Elder; Batesville
District, John Cowle, Presiding Elder; Clarksville District
Thomas Stanford. Presiding Elder; Fayetteville District,
Lewis P. Lively, Presiding Elders.
In the Ouachita Conference the districts were: Little
Rock District, A. R. Winfield, Presiding Elder; W ashington
District, T. E. Garrett, Presiding Elder; Camden District,
William P. Ratcliffe, Presiding Elder; Pine Bluff District,
William Moores, Presiding Elder; Monticello District, William Morgan, Presiding Elder.
The Conference met in the City of Helena in 1854, Bishop
Paine, President. The preceding year had been one of
great prosperity. The admissions on trial at this Conference were John B. Brown, Alfred M. Chadwick, Edward T.
J ones, Wilson N. Pankey, Absalom H. Kennedy, and Hiram
G. Carden. By transfer, Calvin H. Brooks, Isaac L. Hicks,
and John C. Reed, from the Memphis Conference.
The Ouachita Conference for this year met at Washington, Arkansas, Bishop Kavanaugh, presiding.
William
Winbourn, Enoch L. Gaddie, Littleton Johnson, David W.
Eppes, and Elijah Crowson were admitted on trial.
The success that attended the Church during this year
fully demonstrated the wisdom of the General Conference,
in dividing the State into two Conferences, and clearly demonstrated the fact that the time had fully come when the
work could be better accomplished by two than by one
Annual Conference.
The Arkansas Conference for 1855 met at Fort Smith,
and the Ouachita Conference met at El Dorado. Bishop
Pierce presided at both of these Conferences
There was great anxiety upon the part of the preachers
and people of Arkansas to hear this peerless pulpit orator,
who was at this time in the zenith of his power as a preacher.
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To speak of Bishop Pierce as an orator, does not convey a
full idea of him as a preacher. He was more than an orator
-h~ was a wise teacher, he was a preacher of the gospel.
He was one of the few men that combined in himself so
many of the elements of a great preacher. He possessed a
form of almost perfect symmetry, his every movement was
graceful, and his voice was full, strong and music al. His
ev ery movement charmed the eye. and his voice delighted
th e ear, placing the hearer in perfect harmony with the
sp e aker. His language was plain an d simple in sty le, his
m ost profound thoughts were clothed in language easily
understood by the plainest hearers. It was not only as a
preacher that Bishop Pierce excelled; as a presiding officer,
his accurate knowledge of Methodist polity and usages, and
his insight into human character, peculiarly qualified him for
the presidency of an Annual Conference.
There was a large increase in both the Conferences during
th e year. The net increase of members in the Arkansas
Conference was 1223, and in the Ouachita Conference it was
904. There was one death in the Arkansas Conference
during the year, the Rev. Travis Owen, who was born in Newberg, South Carolina, in 1790, professed religion and joined
the Church in early life. He was admitted on trial in the
South Carolina Conference in 1814. In 1828 he removed
to Tennessee, and in 1843 he moved to Arkansas. In 1848,
his health failing, he was granted a superannuated relation,
which he sustained until his death, in 1855. He was known
and recognized as a good man by all who knew him.
The Arkansas Conference for 1856 met at Batesville, and
the Ouachita Conference met at Princeton. These Confer ·
ences were again embraced in the Episcopal District of
Bishop Pierce, who presided at both of these sessions.
While there was not a very large increase in the membership during this year, the reports indicated that there had
been an encouraging improvement in every part of Church
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work. There was a steady, solid growth in all the pr.incipal
charges in the Conferences.
The itinerant force was strengthened by the addition of a
number of valuable men, both by admission on tri al and by
transfer. It was one of those periods in the history of the
Church when it appears to be gathering strength, and preparing for new conqu ests and greater triumphs The centers
of r eli gious influence were becoming strong enough to do
aggressive work, a nd- the le aders of the Conference were
obtaining a larger influence over the people of the State, and
a stronger hold upon their affections.
The a dditions to the Arkansas Conference were, William
R. Foster, M arion D. Steel, James M. Rogers, John M. Deason, James L. Denton, John P. Maxwell, Wiley C. Pershall,
James C. Beckham and John A. R oach, by admission on trial.
The following were received on trial into the Ouachita Conference: John W. Mann, Franklin F . Bond, Benj amin Kellogg, Anderson Putman, Archelaus Turrentine, J ames M.
G oodwin, Thomas B. Attebury, Malcolm Turner, Robert L.
Jones, Elijah Smoot. By transfer, W. J. McFarland.
As an indication of the st reng th of the Church in the
towns of the State at this time, the following list of stations
is given: Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Camden, Washington,
Helena, Batesville and Jacksonport.
The numerical strength of these stations was very small
compared to the majority of our present stations . The
membership of Little R ock was only 109 whites; P ine Bluff,
130; Camden, I I 5; Washington, 88; Helena, 6o; Jacksonport, 21 ; Batesville, 30.
As we progress in our history of the Church we meet with
names that are familiar to the present generation of Methodists Some of the preachers of that day are yet in the active
service of the Church, either as tra veling preachers or in the
local ranks; while the names of others who have passed away
are still fresh in the memory of the membership of the Church.
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Thefollowing were received on trial in the Arkansas Conferenc;: Josiah A. Williams, Peter A. Moses, Jesse Glascow, William Carter, William T. Noe, Samuel E. Thornton,
Cornelius Sykes. By transfer, John W. Pearson.
The Ouachita Conference was strengthened by the admission on trial of George H. Warring, John Dixon. Augustus
Chamberlain, George W. Livingston, Horace E. Bickers, Calvin M . Gentry, Thomas A. Graham. By transfer, Columbus
Steele, Josiah R. Greer, T. M. Rhodes and James E Cobb.
Of these, Josiah Williams did faithful service in the Conference until 1870, when he retired to the local ranks.
George H. Warring continued in the itinerant ranks until
1873. when he located. Peter A. Moses was a faithful,
earnest preacher in every position he occupied, whether as
pastor of a church, chaplain in the army, or principal of a
church school. He was for a Humber of years identified
with the educational interests of the Church in Arkansas;
first, as the President of Wallace Institute, and afterwards
as the President of Quitman College.
James E. Cobb came to Arkansas as a transfer from the
St. Louis Conference, and was for many years intimately
connected with the publishing interests of the Church, as the
editor of the Memphis Clztistian Advocate, and afterwards
of the Arkansas Christian Advocate, published in Little
Rock. In 1870 he was transferred to the Louisiana Conference to take charge of the Homer College, where he re mained as President of the College until 1873, when he was
appointed to the Opelousas District. He continued to travel
until his death. James E. Cobb was recognized as a man
of ripe scholarship, a writer of marked ability, and a most
excellent preacher of the gospel, and of singular purity of
character. During hi s entire connection with the Conference in Arkansas he was recognized as one of the leaders
in every movement for the advancement of the best interests
of the Church.
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The Arkansas Conferences for 1857 were pl aced in the
Episc o pal District of Bishop Kava naug h, and as this wa s
his first Episcopal visit to Arkansas, there was considerable
anxiety upon the part, both of the preachers and people, to
hear him, for his fame as a pulpit orator had gone out ove r the
Church. The Bishop appears to have been in his happiest
moods at b oth sessions of the Conferences-in Little Rock
and Jacksonp ort-and fully met the expectations of the
people. The old preachers who were present at these Conferences delight in giving a description of his sermons on
these occasions, e sp ecially one of his efforts at Jacksonport..
This was at that time a small town, and the Conference session was very much like a protracted meeting, at which the
entire surrounding country came out to attend the services
and especially to enjoy the preaching. From the descriptions given, the people were fully satisfied with the ministrations of the Bishop.
Dr. Howard Henderson, who was Bishop Kavanaugh's
traveling companion during his tour of the Arkansas
Conferences, gives this graphic description of the Bishop's.
preaching during this Conference session:
.. The Arkansas Conference met at Jacksonport, then a
struggling frontier village where primitive simplicity had
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r esid~nce , and pi on eer hosp itality hun g it s latch-string, like
the P ercys o f Northumberland, their banners, o n th e outer
walls.
I c. On Tuesd a y e ve ning h e preached aga in, a nd almost fr o m
th e first se nte n ce capture d eve ry h eart, co nt in uing to as ce nd
in a se ries of th rilling climaxes, p iling Chi mborazian peaks
u p o n H ima layan h eights, A p p e nines u pon A lps , un ti l it
see med a s if h e migh t ha ve p us h ed ajar th e gate s o f g lo ry.
"At this rem ote da y it see ms as th ough my p en cil wou ld
melt, d id I at te mpt t o drive it to the task of wri tin g th e a rdent climaxes and peroration , the greatest p iece o f el oquenc e
I ever heard breathed in wo rd s. I h ave never sinc e, fro m
any m an, in se nate or h ustings, o n pl atform o r in pulp it .
heard such ora tory. It was mo re t han M tlt o nic- it was a ngelic. The Bi sh op n ev er tran scended thi s effort. Th e feelin g was too intense for utterance; a ll we re s ilent , a nd ev ery
person see m ed statuesque b e fore this N iagara o f elo q ue nce .
The pent-up e motio ns of the crow e co ngregations found
vent in so n g , which rolled in o cea n s ur ge s. I would travel
500 miles t o hear the like aga in. And when the good man
r eturned t o his r o om h e seemed as sim ple a s a child and perfectly unconscious of the m ighty spell with which he had
entranced h is h earers. I h a ve heard the Bishop often since,
when he delighted vast congregations, but such an effort
can scarcely be possible t o a man more than once in a lifetime. I saw him bend the knee , and as he prayed I sat in
silent awe as with mental petition he cl aimed and caught
the e ar of Go d. I would not at that moment have been
much surprised to have seen the flaming chariot and fier~
-stee ds that alighted at Elijah's feet come sweeping d own to
claim the great preacher as a passenger."
Those wh o h ave had th e pleasure of hearing Bishop Kavanaugh in his h appiest moods, can appreciate this glowing
description of that sermon.
There were two deaths during this year among the Ar-
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kansas preachers, Horatio Perry of t~e Arkansas Conference and Jesse W. Owen of the Ouachita Conference.
"Horatio Perry was a native of Tennessee. but in early
life moved to Mississippi, where he was converted and
joined the 1ethodist Church . He was lice~sed to preach
in T85 2, and in the fall of the 'same year received on trial
and transferred to the Arkansas Conference and appointed
to the Mississippi Mission. He filled, in the order named,
th~ following pastoral charges: Batesville Station, J acks o nport Station and Searcy Circuit.
,. On his way from the seat of the Conference in 1856 he
was taken violently ill, and after three weeks of suffering
passed away. He was represented as being amiable in his
disposition, gentlemanly in his manners, studious in his habits, and devoted in his attachments to the Church of his
choice."
., Jesse W. Owen was converted 111 Hickman County,
'Kentucky, when in his seventeenth year, licensed to preach
in 1842, and remained in the local ranks until 1852, when he
was received into the traveling connection in the Arkansas
Conference, and traveled the following circuits: Jacksonport, Benton and Lapile.
" While on the latter circuit towards the close of the year
he was seized by disease which terminated his life.
" He was a faithful and useful preacher of the gospel, and
was noted for his zeal and strong faith. His death was triumphant, and added another witness to the long list of those
who have testified of the power of God to sustain in the
~ying hour."
While this was a year of general prosperity, the increase
of membership was not so great as it was the preceding year.
Every preacher, however, of large experience, has learned
that while large accessions to the Church are desirable, that
it does not always mark the real progress of the Church.
There are times of sowing as well as times of reaping,
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In the pl an o f Episc opal visitations for 1858, the Arkansas Conferences were assigned to Bishop Early. Th e Arkansas Conference met at Dardanelle, and the Ouachita
Conference m et at A rk a d elph ia .
F or the Arkansas Conference the admissions were George
. Emmett, Leonidas Dobson, Biby B. Canady, Benjamin F.
Benefield, D avid P. Armstrong. For the Ou achita Conference, Julius A . Stanley and Robert C. Atchley.
The transfers were George A. Shaffer and John F. Pearson to the A rk a nsas Conference, and Wm. C. Haislip, Simeon
R. W alker, Elam A. Stephenson, James E. Cobb, William R.
D avis and Cyrus P . Swinney, to the Ouachita Conference.
There wa s o ne death during this year. Edwin W. W are
was born in 1829; professed religion in 1842; was received
into the traveling connection at the Conference held a t EI
Dorado, N ove m b e r, 1855; ordained deacon at Little Rock,
in 1857, and ap p ointe d to the Bayou Meta Circuit. During
this year he was strick e n down by disease, which terminated
fatally. His end was in great peace .
The Arkan sas Conference for 1859 met at Searcy, with
Bishop Paine as the presiding officer.
The Ouachita Conference, which met at Monticello, having no Bishop . present, elected Andrew Hunter as the President of the Conference.
James Grant, Moses E. Morris, Harvey M. Granade, D.
W. Evans, Wm. M. Mathis, S. R . Warwick and W. M. Mallow were admitted on trial in the Arkans as C onference. The
transfers were Pleasant Basham, Lewis C. Woods, Franklin
W. Phillips, Geo. W. Dungan, M. B. Pearso n and Henry J.
Hulsey.
The admissions into the Ouachita Conference were Ezekiel
. Watson, Wm. C. Adams, Joseph W. Turnley, William J. Davis, Hugh P. Robinson and James R. Harvey.
The transfers were W m. D. Shea, Cadesman Pope, James.'
Y. Brice and Horace Jewell.
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Of this number, E. N. Watson, Wm. C. Adams, W. J.
Davis and James R. Harvey are active members of the Little Rock Conference. C adesm an Pope is the honored President of the Millersburg Female College. William D. Shea
transferred to the Louisiana Confe rence the same year.
James Y. Brice transferred to the Texas Conference in 1862.
Pleasant Basham died in 1862. James Grant and W. M.
Mathis transferred to the Texas Conference in 1863. Columbus Steele traveled in the Little Rock Conference, filling
with accepability the various circuits, stations and districts
to which he was appointed, until his transfer to the Pacific
Conference in 1879. He is at this time an honored member
of that body. William T. Noe continued in the traveling
connection until his death in 1875. Thomas A. Graham is
still living and is an honored member of the Arkansas Conference, John Dixon and Calvin Gentry are local preachers
within the bounds of the Little Rock Conference. Josiah B.
Greer located, and was for many years a useful preacher in
the local ranks, near Arkadelphia. Augustus Chamberlain
went into the Confederate army, and was a faithful soldier
until the close of the war. He located in a few years, and
during the remainder of his life did faithful service as a local
preacher.
The Rev. H. M. Granade paid this tribute to the memory
of his friend and fellow-laborer:
" Rev. Moses C. Morris has passed on to his glorious reward. He was born in Lawrence County, Ark., in 1~30;
became religious at 18 years of age, married Miss Nancy
Johnson, who died years ago, as also did two of their four
children. In 1881 he married Miss C. Jennie Brownlee, who
now grieves in lonely but trusting widowhood. Bro. Morris
joined the Arkansas Conference with the writer and four
others in 1859; has always been a faithful, humble, prudent
man of God and servant of the Church. Though a good
preacher and a holy man he was never put forward, nor did
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he urge himself into prominence. He has been in the White
River Conference since its formation, going willingly to difficult fields and toiling patiently to build up the cause of
our Master. Last year his health was so bad that he labored
for months in great weakness and pain to keep up his appointments. He often preached when he had to hold to the
pulpit for support and then lie down on a bench for a little
rest; then go home and lie in bed until duty called him out
again. Still on the walls of Zion his clear, ringing voice
was heard until his last enemy claimed him as his victim.
" Seeing that he must die he closed up his temporal affairs,
gave directions concerning his funeral and burial, told Sister
Morris and his son Frank how to live so as to meet him in
heaven and calmly awaited the end. Frank, he always
thought, would be his preacher son, and so he told him, if
God called, not to refuse the duty.
"Among his dying words were: . I love everybody; I
hate none; some have not treated me well, but I forgive;
tell all the preachers good-bye; tell Bro. Granade to write
my obituary; we joined Conference together nearly thirty
years ago, and of our class we alone are left in the work. I
am happy! HAPPY!! HAPPY!!!' Then after three hours
sleep he awoke and with uplifted hand and bounding spirit
he exclaimed; 'ANOTHER WORLD! ' Sister Morris asked:
. Is it the heavenly world?' He replied: 'Yes, happy!
HAPPY!! HAPPY! !! I am so happy! been happy all the
time.' Thus this dear man of God triumphed until his
tongue was stiff in death, and his enraptured spirit arose to
God and eternal life. He died in Beebe, Ark., March '2 ,
1889, aged 59 years. The funeral services were held in
the Church at Beebe by Rev. C. H. Gregory, and our
brother's body was buried in the cemetery at Searcy by the
side of his former wife, as he requested. 'Let us live the
life of the righteous and let my last end be like his.' "
Henry M. Granade was born in Tennessee, December 22,
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1836. He was converted and jo ined the Methodist Church
in early life; was licensed to preach and ad mitted on trial
in t h e Arkansas Conference in 1859, and appointed to the
Ozark Circuit, where he greatly impressed himself upo n the
esteem of that people, so that many of the older families of
that community cherish many precious recollections of his
labors among them. This was the beginning of his itinerant
life that continued for thirty years, during which time h e
filled circuits, stations and districts in the Arkansas, White
River and Indian Mission Conferences, to the great acceptability of the people. As a preacher, he was bold a n d zealous in declaring the mess age that he felt had been committed into his hands. While he was often severe in his
denunciations of sin, which sometimes gave him the app earance of a harsh and austere man, he was known to his
friends as a man of great tenderness of heart. He was a
dear lo ve r of children, who readily recognized in him a devoted and sympathetic friend, and gave him their confidence
as they did few men. Another trait in our brother's character was his great sympathy for the poor, and among his last
acts was the raising of a sum of money to b uild a h o use for
a poor widow. About a year before his death h e discovered
that a tumor was growing in his ann-pit, which the physicians pronounced incurable, but the announcement did not
alarm him. He died however, of anothe r disease, s uddenly
and unexpectedly, Mar ch I I , 1890. Such was the purity of
his life that n o o ne doub ted his integrity; even those who
condemned his plainness of speech believed t h a t he was an
honest and sincere C h ristia n.
T h e O ua chi ta Confe re nce was called to m ou rn the loss of
tw o g ood men durin g th e year- Simeo n R. Walk e r and
John J. Kenn edy .
Simeo n R . Walk e r was a native o f Tenn es se e. He professed rel igi on , a nd join ed the M ethodist Ep isc opal Church,
South, in 1849. Licen sed to preach, a nd received into the
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Memphis Conference in 1854. He was transferred to t he
Ouachita Conference in 1857, and appointed to the Hampton Circuit. During the month of May, while on his way to
visit his brother in Hempstead County. he was taken suddenly ill in Camden, and died after an illness of three days.
The testimony of all who knew him was that he was a
deeply pious, zealous and faithful preacher.
Joshua T. Kennedy, at the age of ten years, came with his
parents from Tennessee to Arkansas in 1846. He was
licensed to preach in 1854; joined the Ouachita Conference
in 18S5. His appointments were Dallas Mission, Mount
Ida Circuit, Warren Circuit, Mount Ida Mission. On the
26th of March. 1859, the good man and faithful young
preacher fell in the field o f conflict, rejoicing in God. He
died talking of heaven .
Among the many advantages which the polity of the
Methodist Church has in the successful prosecution of its
work, not among the least is the facility it affords to study
the progress of the work, and the men who have it in charge.
The annual statistical reports give us a clear view of the
p ro g ress of each charge, while it is possible t o trace each
p reacher through the whole course of his ministerial life,
and note his su ccesses, and his failures, and in that way
fcrrn a fair estimate of his ability as a preacher and pastor.
A study of the statistics for this year will reveal the fact
t h a t commendable progress was mad e in e ve ry depart ment
of Chu rc h wo rk, and is a testimony to the fid elit y of the
preachers in Arka nsas. T he ce nters of influ ence we re growing st ronge r, a nd the circui ts a nd missio ns we re re achingo ut into h ith ert o unoc cupied fields, and new p astoral c ha rg e s
were b eing form ed to m eet the in c reasi ng d eman ds for lab or.
At this Confe ren ce t welv e new pastora l ch arges we re
form ed , an d the T o wns o f Monti ce llo, in the Ou ac hita Co nfere nc e, a nd Se ar cy, in the A rk a nsas C onference, were
formed into stations.
l l -M
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The twenty-fifth session. of the Arkansas Conference
met at Van Buren, November 7, 1860, Bishop Kavanaugh,
President.
John M. Clayton, Abel C. Ray, Joseph W. Bissell, William Shepherd and John B. Brown were admitted on trial.
A. W. C. Drake, C. M. Slover and William Wilson were received by transfer.
The Ouachita Conference for this year met at Pine Bluff,
Bishop Pierce, President.
The following were received on trial: William O. Lanier,
James M. Lee, Obadiah Burnett, Buckner Abernathy, John
L. Partin, Jarrett W. Brandon, John L. Emmerson, Robert
C. Atchley, Jonathan A. Clover and William W. Echols.
The transfers to the Conference were Joseph G. W ard,
James H. Warfield, Henry D. McKennon, W. R . J. Husbands and Britton G. Johnson.
Of these, Britton G. Johnson , H. D. McKennon and Robert C. Atchley are at this time honored members of the
Little Rock Conference.
Abel C. Ray located in 1874; Joseph W. Bissell died in
1865; William Shepherd transferred in 1868; James Lee
died in 1864; Jarrett W. Brandon died in 1867; Jonathan
A. Clover transferred in 1870; Joseph G. Ward, James H .
Warfield and William R. J. Husbands traveled for a number
of years, doing most faithful service. We will have occa~ion to refer.to these honored names again in the progress
of this work.
The statistics show that this was a year of great prosperity, in which many of the pastoral charges were blessed
with gracious revivals of religion.
The reports show that there were 8952 white members
and 2787 probationers .in the Ouachita Conference; and
11,177 white members and 2367 probationers in the Arkansas Conference. Total in the State, 25,283 white members
and 4518 colored members.
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The Church sustained the loss of four most valuable
preachers from the itinerant ranks by death during this year.
Stephen Carlisle and Joseph Andrews from the Arkansas
Conference, and Benjamin Kellogg and Jacob Whitesides
from the Ouachita Conference.
.. Joseph Andrews was born in Giles County, Tennessee.
He was licensed to preach in r849, and admitted into the
traveling connection and transferred to the Arkansas Conference the same year. He traveled the following circuits
in the order named: Harrison, Lapile, Dardanelle, Clarksville, Dover, Augusta, Richland and Carrollton. He was
regarded as a sweet-spirited, amiable and useful Christian
minister. He departed this life in great peace."
Stephen Carlisle occupied a prominent position in the
Church for many years, and was justly regarded as one of
the most useful and devoted preachers within the Conference. He was a native of Arkansas, and was thoroughly
identified with every interest of the Church in the State,
and enjoyed in a very large degree the confidence of all the
people. He was born in r8r8; was converted under the
ministry of Rev. John Harris in the summer of r837, and
joined the Methodist Church. He was licensed to preach
in r839, and was received the same year on trial in the Arkansas Conference.
He filled the following appointments:
Elizabeth Circuit, Little Rock Circuit, Pine Bluff Circuit,
Fayetteville Circuit, Huntsville Circuit, Washington Circuit,
Lafayette Circuit, Benton Circuit, Elizabeth Circuit, Batesville Station, Little Rock District, Batesville District, Helena
Di strict and Searcy District, where he remained until his
death, which occurred April r4, r860. It will be seen that
during his long and eventful life he filled some of the most
important positions in the Church. He was twice elected
to the General Conference-in r854 and r858. When told
that his end was near, he replied that he was ready, and
committing his wife and children into the hands of God he
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died in peace. His widow still lives in Searcy, and by her
quiet, Christian life, illustrates the beauty of holiness to all
who witness her daily walk.
Of Benjamin Kellogg we have been able to learn but little.
From the records we learn that he was licensed to preach in
1856, and received the same year on trial in the Ouachita
Conference, and appointed to the El Dorado Circuit; in 1857,
Camden Circuit; in 1858, Magnolia Circuit; in 1859, Liberty and Mound Circuit, but was taken sick and died before
reaching his field of labor. He was a young man of great
piety, and was an earnest, fa ith ful preacher of the Word.
The venerable Jacob Wh itesides, after a pilgrimage of
more than four-score years, departed this life at his home in
Hempstead County, Arkansas.
He was for more than fifty
years a minister of the gospel. In t he early part of h is
ministry, from 1814 to 1822, he was a member of the Tennessee and Missouri Conferences. He then moved to the
Territory of Arkansas, and settled in Hempstead County.
He was readmitted into the Arkansas Conference at its
organization in 1836. For many years before his death he
sustained a superann uated relation to the Church, a nd
although unable to do m uch active service on a ccount of
feeble health, his consistent life and purity of ch a ract er
g ave h im great influence in t he com m unity where h e lived .
His descendants are now livi ng in the so u thweste rn pa rt of
the S t ate, and are know n as most ex ce lle nt people. H is
g ra ndso n, the Rev. J a cob Whitesid es , is a useful a nd very
d e vote d preacher a nd m ember o f th e L ittle R ock A n nual
Co nfe re nce- a wo rt hy d escen dant o f a no bl e a n d ven er able
pion eer in A rk a nsas Methodism .
The statis t ical rep orts for 1860 show that there h ad been
a healthy growth in both o f the A nn ual Conferenc es. The
itinerant force had been strengthened by some valuable additions by admission on trial and by transfer. The pastoral
charges were growing stronger, and new ones were being

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

165

formed, so that the entire territory embraced by these Conferences wa-s being occupied by the traveling ministry of
the Church.
In the early and formative period of the Church the
preachers were able to give but little attention to missionary
and educational interests. The struggle for existence was so
great that it required the full measure of their strength to supply and s up port the work at home. The Conferences were
now, however, beginning to lay their plans for greater developments in every department of Church work. There was
an increased liberality in missionary contributions, and plans
were being devised and measures taken for the establishment
of schools and colleges of such grade as to meet the demands
of the rapidly growing population of the State.
At this Conference the Rev. Samuel Morris was appointed
agent to solicit funds for the building of a male college.
Notwith standing this was a year of great political excitement, there were a large number of gracious revivals, in
which there were many conversions and additions to the
Church. The statistics for this year show that there had
been marked improvement along every line of Church work.
The principal charges had been greatly strengthened, and
all the benevolent enterprises of the Church had been better
supported than they had ever been before. The preachers
were greatly encouraged by these splendid reports and entertained the most glowing hopes of the future. The Conferences had been strengthened by the large number of additions, both by admission on trial and by transfer. When
the preachers received their appointments for the next year
they little dreamed of the terrible ordeal through which the
country was so soon to pass. It is true that some of the
most far-seeing among both the statesmen of the country
and the ministry of the Church had gloomy forebodings in
reference to the future calamities that were so soon to come
upon the country.
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It was but a few weeks after the sessions of the Conferences that the result of the Presidential election was made
known. It was a great surprise to the people of Arkansas.
No one dreamed of such a result.
As soon as it became known that Mr. Lincoln was elected
the wildest excitement prevailed all over the country; everything else was forgotten in the intense feeling that was produced by the talk of war and secession. It was the theme
of conversation in every gathering of the people. It was
in the midst of this tempest of feeling that the preachers
entered upon the work of the year.
In looking back over the period it is remarkable with what
prudence the great body of the preachers conducted themselves in reference to the movements that were in progress.
For while, as Southern men, they were necessarily in sympathy with the great body of the people, there were very
few acts of indiscretion. The ministry of that day conducted
themselves with such prudence as never to lose the confidence of the people. While intensely loyal to what they
regarded as the right, their devotion to the country was
always subordinate to their loyalty to Christ and His Church.
The act of secession was passed May 6, 1861, which dissolved the relation existing between the State of Arkansas
and the Federal Union. "The wildest excitement prevailed.
Companies, regiments, batteries of artillery and other commands were formed all over the State, and arming themselves as best they could, hurried to the front to take part in
active operations. The Military Board issued a proclamation that sounded like a trumpet call, headed, 'To arms!
To arms!' Calling for 10,000 volunteers, in addition to those
already in the field, and these regiments, with many others,
were speedily raised and took part in the struggle. In short
it may be said that out of a voting population of 61,198 in
1860, fully five-sixths of the number, or 50,000 men, entered
the Confederate service during the progress of the conflict."
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Large numbers of the membership of the Church enlisted
in the army, and to that extent weakened the Church at
home.
Among those who went into the service were a large number of local preachers, who not only did good service as
soldiers in the field, but in addition to this contributed in a
very large degree to the moral and spiritual welfare of the
army. In the absence of regular chaplains they held prayer
meetings in the camps, and frequently preached in their
commands, and in this manner kept alive the devotion of
the soldiers. A goodly number of the traveling preachers of
the two Conferences entered the army, some as soldiers and
ot hers as chaplains. Among those who entered as soldiers
were C. N. McGuire, John T. Partin, William C. Adams,
Thomas S. T yson, William A. Chamberlain, Thomas B. Att erb u ry , Buckner Abernathy, James W. Turnley, William
J . Davis, F. F . Bond, John M. Bradley, William C. Haislip,
William R. Davis, John F . Carr, James R. Harvey and
Benoni Harris. Some of these afterwards became chaplains in the Confederate service.
T he c ha pla ins were R . R . Roberts, James Mackay, J. A.
W illia ms, W illiam P. Ratcliffe, A. R. Winfield, M. H. Wells,
Burnwell Lee, J .' A . Williams, Peter A. Moses, Horace
Jewell, William A. Cha mb erlain, James R. Harvey, Thomas
S . Tyson, William J. Davis, L. H. Johnson, John H. Rice,
W. M. Ro b bi ns, E. R. Harrison, B. G. Johnson, George W.
E va ns an d H . D . McKe nnon .
I n this enumeration of preachers in the army the writer
has followed the p rin t ed minutes. T h ere may b e some m ist akes in t h e list, though it is b el ieved to b e correc t. There
were a number of local p reach ers whose na mes t he w riter
has be en unable to obtain , who were ap poi nt e d t o t he chaplaincyof regiments o f A rka nsas troo ps. N otwit h standing
the larg e nu mb er of p reachers a nd members of the Church
that h ad entered the ar my during the y ear, the statis t ic s sh ow
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that there was an increase in the membership of the Church,
both in the Arkansas and Ouachita Conferences, during this
year. Nothing but wide-spread and powerful revivals of
religion could have replenished the losses sustained by the
Churches in the departure of so many men for the army.
In addition to these Methodist chaplains there were quite
a number of Baptist and Presbyterian chaplains who did
valuable service for the cause of Christ among the soldiers
of the army. Among those that deserve to be held in g rateful remembrance by the people of Arkansas were Dr. J. B.
Searcy and S. Cochran, of the Baptist Church; and J. M.
Brown of the Presbyterian Church; and Dr. S. H . Buchanan,
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. The writer was
intimately associated with Rev. S. Cochran, as a chaplain in
the same brigade, and had ample opportunity of learning
something of his character, and can bear testimony to his
devotion, and fidelity to the trust committed to his hands.
The writer's information is that he was fo ully murdered soon
after the close of the war. Dr. Searcy still lives. and is an
honored minister in the Baptist Church in the State, and is
justly recognized as one of the ablest ministers of the denomination in the State.
Rev. J. M. Brown was one of the best chaplains of the
service, and is today one of the purest and b est men in
the State. Dr. Buchanan was a faithful ch apla in, and after
the close o f the war becam e pas tor of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church in Little Ro ck, whi ch position he filled
for many years. H e is regarded as one of the most sc holarly men in the S tate, an d is held in g reat esteem by all
cl a sses of p eople. The write r regards it as a n ho nor t o h ave
b een associate d with such m en as Cochran, Searcy, Bro wn.
and B uchana n, men wh ose names call up the tenderest
r eco llectio ns o f the past. The earne st lives and labors of
such m en , sh ow us that the Church o f Christ is larger than
anyone denomination of people.
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The twenty-sixth session of the Arkansas Conference met
at D ove r, October 23, 1861. No Bishop being present,
John M. Steele was chosen to preside over the Conference .
Hilary Y. Ga reson, Henry B. McCowan, William R. Knowlton, Joel T. Hamby, John W. Patton, Isaac T. Rice and
Francis Moore were received on trial. R, R. Roberts and
J esse Griffin were readmitted into the Conference. C. W.
Corsey was received by transfer from the Louisiana Conference, and J. M. P. Hickerson from the Tennessee Conference.
T he locations were Jonathan D. Stockton and Jordan
Banks. There was one death during the year. Thomas B.
Hilburn came from Alabama to Poinsett .Co u nty , Arkansas,
in 1849 as a local preacher. In the spring of 1851 he was
employed as a supply on the Mount Vernon Circuit, and in
the autumn of the same year was admitted into the Conference on trial, and appointed to Gainesville Mission, where he
labored faithfully for two years. In 1854 he was appointed
to the Smithville Circuit. in 1855 to the Pocahontas Circuit,
in 1856 to the Jacksonport Circuit, in 1857 to the Huntsville
Circuit, in 1858 and 1859 to the White River Mission, in
1860 to the Newton Mission, where he finished his work in
great peace in the month of June. He filled all the appointments assigned him with credit to himself and honor
to the Church. As a preacher, he was zealous, practical,
and highly effic ie nt . He was st rongly attached to the doctrines of our Church, yet he was co urteo us, charitable, an d
gen tle in his intercourse with members of all religious deno minat io ns. His many virt ues will ev er be cherished by
his fe llo w-lab orers .
The Ouach ita Confere nce for thi s year met a t Ca mden ,
October 23 , 186 1, Bish op Paine, P resi de nt . J ohn G. Ratcliffe, M oses Hill, Edmund R. Harriso n, and C. C. McCra ry
were received on trial. Thomas Hayes, John P . H olmes ,
and John P . Standfield were rece ived by transfer. There
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was one death. Lewis Sylvester Marshall was born in
Arundel County, Maryland, April 22, 1789. His father,
Joseph Marshal, of France, left his native country during
the revolutionary struggles. He left this country in 1800 to
return to France to arrange his worldly affairs, but was
never heard from afterward. Thus at four years of age the
son was left an orphan. After a few years he was taken by
his grandmother and sent to a school in Light Street Baltimore, taught by Rev. Daniel E. Reese. He was converted
at the age of fifteen, under the ministry of the Rev. Ezra
Groover. He began to preach at the early age of seventeen. He was admitted on trial in the Tennessee Conference
in 1818. He was of the same class with Robert Paine,
(Bishop), Hartwell H. Brown, Joshua Butcher, Thomas
Madden, and others of like note. His first circuit was Richland. In 1833 he was appointed Presiding Elder of the
Greenville District in the Holston Conference. In 1836 he
was appointed to the Knoxville District. He located in
1837, and was readmitted into the East Texas Conference in
1845. In 1847 he was transferred to the Arkansas Conference, and appointed agent for Washington Seminary. He
was supernumerary in 1849 and 1850. He traveled in succession the following circuits: Pine Bluff, Mill Creek, Benton, Warren, Richmond, Lewisville, and Ouachita. During
the year 1861, while traveling the Ouachita Circuit, this
faithful servant of Christ was called to his reward.
Such was the confusion attending the first year of the war
that the Conference failed to obtain a memoir of this venerable and devoted soldier of Christ. While the country was
engaged in deadly strife, he too was called to encounter the
last enemy, and though he fell in the contest the shout of
victory was on his lips, for he triumphed in the name of
Christ-the Captain of his salvation.
The Conference year of 1862-3 opened with the dark
clouds of war hanging heavily over the country. Nothing
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was heard on every side but the noise of war. The terrible
slaughter of the battle-fields made it necessary to make
still heavier drafts upon the country to supply the place of
those who had fallen in battle or di ed in camp.
The Arkansas Conference for this year met at Searcy,
November 5, 1862. Th ere being no Bishop present, John
M. Steele was elected Presid ent of the Conference. The
fearful effect of the war upon the Church was seen in the
fact that there were no admissions on trial at this sessi on of
the Conference. There were two deaths during the year,
Pleasant Basham and C. W. Corsey.
We have but little information in reference to these brethren, as there were no memoirs furnished for the Conference.
Pleasant Basham was received on trial in the Arkansas Conference in 1849, and was regularly engaged in the work until
the time of his death in 1862. C. W. Corsey was received
on trial in 1860, and had traveled but two years at the time
of his death.
The Ouachita Conference for this year met at Tulip, Andrew Hunter, President. .John N. Doyle and Jonathan A.
Clower were admitted on trial.
Such was the terrible condition of the country during this
year that the preachers could do but little else than try to
hold their scattered congregations together. In the majority
of neighborhoods all the able-bodied men had been called
into the army,. and none were left to sustain the churches at
home except a few old men, the women and the children.
The churches at home were passing through a most trying
ordeal, and many of them were entirely destroyed by the
ravages of the war. It required as high an order of
patriotism and fidelity to Christ to fill the Conference appointments and labor to hold the churches together as it did
to enter the army as chaplains. The army chaplain had
this advantage over the circuit preacher of that day. The
chaplain was in the midst of the most intense excitement,
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and was sustained by a public opinion that surrounded his
name with a kind of military glory that was very gratifying
to human nature, while the circuit preacher labored in comparative obscurity, and patiently bore the privations to which
he was constantly exposed. All honor to the faithful men,
wh o preserved the integrity of the churches at home and
maintained the sacredness of the home churches, which
offered such an asylum to weary soldiers as they returned
from the terrible scenes of the camp and field at the close
of the war.
The Conference year of 1863 opened with the clouds of
war growing thicker and darker over the country, and the
sufferings of the people every day growing more int ense.
The constant depletion in the ranks of the army had its effect upon the churches at home.
The Arkansas Conference for this year met at Batesville,
October 21, 1863 . John M. Steele was chosen President,
and E. T. Jones, Secretary. Such was the disturbed condition of the country that the Conference was in session but
three days. The reports were necessarily very imperfect.
The only wonder is that the preachers were able to approach
such accuracy as they did. The fact that they were able
to preserve their organization and pass through even the
forms of business was a tribute to their devotion to their
work, and illustrates the efficiency of the system that
enables it to adapt itself to every emergerrcy of society.
There was only one admission on trial, Marion E. Griffin.
The Ouachita Conference met at Lewisville. There were
two admissions on trial, James F. Hall and Richard P.
Davies. One readmission, Richard F. Colburn.
The chaplains in the army in Arkansas received -a very
strong reinforcement during the year in the addition to
their number of Dr. B. T. Kavanaugh, a brother of Bishop
Kavanaugh, and Enoch M. Marvin, afterwards Bishop Marvin,
The chaplains and Christian men of the army had felt for
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some time the necessity for a more perfect union and concert of action among themselves. There was such a large
proportion o f the membership of th e Church in the army
th at it bec ame necessary to have som e gene ral oversight
of them in ord er th at th ey might hav e the advantages of
regular religious services. During the year 1863 the attention of Bishop Paine was called to the condition of affairs
in the Church . As a part of the history of the times, the
commission under which Dr. Kavanaugh undertook his
work is given just as Bishop Paine wrote it :
.e ABERDEEN, MISS.. June 29, 1863.
" Dr. B. T. Kavanaugh:
.
" DEAR Bno.i--Yours of the 24th inst is receive d , in
which you expres s a preference for a missionary chaplaincy in Gen . Price's army corps. This ;'neets myapprobafiorr; and I hereby appOint yo u to that work. Your duty is
to visit and preach to the soldiers in your corps; to visit the
sick and wounded; to ascertai n the moral n ecessities of the
a rmy and recommend suitable perso ns as chaplains where
they are wanted. In a word, you a re expected to devote
your whole time and energies to the welfare of the corps .
Y ou will report to me the acceptance of this appointment,
and from the date of your beginning the service in your
corps you may. draw unon Rev. E. H . Myers, ...--Assistant
Treasurer, A ug us ta , mon thly, for $250, until relieved from
th~ appointment by me, o r by another appoin tment from
t he Pre si d e nt o f your Confere nce .
.. You express a desire t ha t B rothe r Marvi n sho uld have
a similar appoin tment, and th e re is no man to who m I
would soone r gi ve it, b ut I unde rstan d I ca n gi ve it o n ly to
those who act for an ar my co rps . If h e .wish es it a.nd will
o~a te un d er Ki rby S m ith, Magr uder, o r a ny o ther c or ps
to which no other general mission ary is appointed , I will
gladly g ive it, a nd if you can communicate with h im you.

__
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may say to him that he may select his corps, go to work
immedi ately and report to me.
"Yours truly,

"R.

PAINE."

It will be seen from this that these eminent servants of
the Church received their appointments as missionaries to
the army directly from the appointing power of the Church.
The writer very well remembers the first time he ever saw
Dr. Kavanaugh. The division to ~hich he (the writer) belonged was stationed near Camden, and being in town, was
holding the Wednesday evening prayer meeting. During
the service a venerable looking old man walked in and took
his seat. His very appearance indicated that he was no
-o rd ina ry man. At the conclusion of the service he introduced himself to the writer and stated his mission. The
writer, as a chaplain in the command of which Dr. Kavanaugh was appointed superintendent, was rejoiced to meet
him. In a short time we had the pleasure of hearing him
preach in the camps to hundreds of delighted hearers.
Whenever it was known that Dr. Kavanaugh was to preach
in th~ camps, the soldiers came by the hundreds,J to hear
him . I doubt not that some of the finest efforts of his life
were made in the camps preaching to the soldiers. But
great as were the results of his 'p ersonal labors, his ability
to write and direct the labors of the chaplains was even
greater in permanent good to the soldiers.
The first appearance of. ~ n in Arkansas
was in the spring of 1863. He was at that time connected
with the command of ~r General Price at Little Rock.
While at Little Rock he was the guest of R~T: R. Wilih,
D. D., pastor of the Presbyterian Church. At the solicitation of Dr. Welch he continued to preach in Little Rock
for several months with great power and acceptability to
large and interested congregations of citizens and soldiers.
The profound impression made by Marvin upon the officers
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and soldiers gave him a wonderful influence over them, and
was very helpful to the army chaplains in the prosecution of
their work. He possessed the faculty of organization in a
remarkable degree, and by his counsel enabled the chaplains to so nearly perfect their organization that their influence was greatly increased among the soldiers.
It will be seen from the list of chaplains in the army that
the soldiers were well supplied with religious services dur-ing the whole period of the war. Whatever may be said of
the ordinary army and navy chaplain, whose whole idea of
the duties of a chaplain consists in a perfunctory performance of a round of mere official duties, the chaplains of the
----...-----,--::--Confederate army were a body of earnest, devoted men,
whose single aim was to administer to the spiritual wants of
the so lers ommltted t~their care, Many of these chaplams have testified that some of the best results of their
whole ministerial lives were during their labors among the
soldiers of the army.
Speaking of the labors of Marvin and others, Dr. B. T.
Kavanaugh says: "These services were not fruitless. Under
the faithful ministry of gospel truth by Marvin and other
faithful chaplains and missionaries very extensive revivals of
religion occurred in the army, es eCiallYduring the winter
encampment in Arkan~as d uring the winter of 1863 and
1864. At Little Rock, Camden, Camp Bragg and Three
'':C reeKS', revivals continued for mo~ I kept an e~te
f01 two y-e-ars of the number of t"conversions
actually re",..,
ported, and whose names were reported as belonging to the
AmolY Church, and in two rears they amounted to more tlliw
2000.
Before these revivals commenced it was a common
t:emark among many who professed to be Christians that
they 'could not see how a man could live a religious life
while in the army,' but after the revivals had extended their
salutary influence through all our camps, then I often heard
it remarked that they did not see how a man could pre-

•
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serve his religious character unless he belonged to t h e army."
It was during the summer of 1864 that a portion of
the army under General Price were encamped at Camp
Yell, six miles south of Camden, where one of the most
g'raciO U3 revivals occurred that it was ever the privilege of
the writer to witness.
~n immense arbor was built by the
soldiers, which, in connection with a large grove, formed a
beautiful place for worship.
There were four chaplains
present-Thompson, S. Cochran, J. B. Searcy and Horace
Jewell. These alternated in conducting t h e services, and
were sometimes assisted by Rev. A. R. Winfield, who at
that time was Post Chaplain for the garrison at Camden.
Two of these chaplains were Baptists and two of them were
Methodists; yet it would have been very difficult for a
stranger to have discovered any difference from their
preaching and the instructions given to those who presented themselves for prayers. The writer has counted
more than two hundred penitents prese nt at one service
for prayers. The number of conversions at that meeting
could not be accurately obtained. Several hundred are
kn own to have joined the Army Chu rch . T h e only
times when anything like denominational distinctions
were drawn were during the reception of members into the
Army Church. By agreement of the chaplains it was t h e
duty of Bro ther Cochran (who was a Baptist) and th e wr ite r
to attend to thei r re ception and baptism. It was ou r cu stom t o designate certa in seats for t h ose who expected t o be
B a ptists when t hey ret urned to t heir homes a fter the wa r,
an d o t h e r sea ts for th ose who desired to b e Me t hodists or
P resby te rians , or a ny ot her Ch u rch th at could recognize t h e
b a ptis m performed by the writ er as valid b aptism. Brother
Cochran would receive all th ose who expe cted to be Baptists accord ing t o th e form s of th at Church, wh ile the writ er
would receive the others a cco r d ing to the forms of the
Methodist Church .

..
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There was a beautiful pool near by, which had been built
by the Primitive Baptists for the purpose of immersion. It
was our custom to take all our candidates for baptism down
to this pool because it was convenient. It was frequently
the case that a number of the candidates to be baptized by
the writer desired the ordinance by immersion, while the
remainder would receive it by affusion. We would first
baptize those who received it by affusion, kneeling at the
water's edge; after which we would immerse the others in
the pool. While nothing was said, it was observed with
some degree of amusement that the good brother would
meet our immersed candidates at the water's edge and give
them a vigorous shake of the hand; but he did not notice
our candidates who received the ordinance by affusion. It
is due him to say, however, that he was one of the purest
men we ever knew. We have learned that some years after
the war he was foully murdered by a half-breed Indian for
what little money h e was supposed to have about his person.
Dr. J. B . Searcy, whose valuable services in the army will
never be forgotten, still lives, and is an honored and useful
minister in t h e Baptist Chnrch .
Erequen] mention has been made in these pages of the
'~rm Ch urch . '
This was intended to be, and was, as real
a ch u rch as any that ever existed .in Ch rist e nd o m. It may
be of some interest to thq reader t o know somet hing of its
or igi n an d na t ure.
The ch aplains ha d all felt t he ne cessity for some sort of
orga ni za tio n t o en able t he m t o preserve th e res ul ts of t heir
lab or s. O ne d ay the R ev . M. Mar vin a nd the writer were
sitting alone in the old S ec o nd Street M ethodist Churc.h, in
Li ttle R oc k, a nd la me nt ing o ur lac k o f org a niza t ion to co nser ve the ru it of our lab ors, wh e n the writer s ug gested the
propriety of orga nizing a church-a real church in the a rmy.
He suggeste d that t o do this we would lose o u r identity
with our o wn church at h ome. The writer maintained th at
12-111
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there was no impropriety in belonging to two churches at
the same time. Finally Marvin decided to call a meeting of
chaplains, who appointed E. M. Marvin and Thomas Welch,
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Little Rock, as a cornmittee to prepare a Constitution and Articles of Faith for
the new Church.
There were nine ministers present at the organization of
the "Army Church;" six were of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, viz.: E. M. Marvin, Horace J ewell, Peter
A. Moses, C. F. Dryden, N. M. Talbott and M. C. Manly.
The other three were Thomas Welch, pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Little Rock; J. M. Brown, of the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and chaplain in the army;
and Rev. F. R. Earle, of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, and a military officer of the rank of major. Marvin was chairman, and Horace Jewell was secretary of the
meeting. Marvin and Welch as a committee reported the
following plan of organization. The report is copied from
the minutes now in the possession ofthe writer:
ARTICLES OF FAITH AND CONSTITUTION.

"The Christian men of the army, believing that the habitation of God by his spirit constitutes the Church, agree, for
their edification and for the conversion of their fellow-men,
to organize the Church of the Army, with the following
Articles of Faith and Constitution:
" Article I. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments to be the Word of God; the only rule of
faith and ob-edience.
" Article 2. We believe in one God, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Ghost, the same in substance, equal in power
and glory.
" Article 3. We believe in the fall in Adam, the redemption
by Christ, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
.. Article 4. We believe in justification by faith alone, and
therefore receive and rest upon Christ alone as our only hope.
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. " Article 5. We believe in the communion of saints and
the doctrine of eternal rewards and punishments,
CONSTITUTION.

"The Christian men ' who have been baptized. adopting
these 'Articles of Faith,' in the regiment, shall constitute
one church, who shall choose ten officers to take the spiritual oversight of the same. Of the officers so selected the
chaplains, or one selected by themselves, shall act as moderator. The officers shall meet once a month, or oftener if
necessary, and in the exercise of discipline will be governed
by the teachings of Christ. They will keep a record of the
names and the manner in which their ecclesiastical connection is dissolved."
This movement was criticised by some at the time, but
the vast good accomplished by it was a full vindication of
the wisdom of the movement. Soon after the organization
of these army churches in the various regiments, we were
visited by a gracious revival, in which hundreds of souls
were converted and gathered into these army churches.
The writer has traveled four large districts as Presiding
Elder, and can state from large observation his deliberate
conviction that a much larger per cent of the converts in
these army churches remained faithful than is usual in our
ordinary revival meetings.
It was the custom for the chaplain to give a certificate of
church membership in the Army Church, and so far as the
writer knows, these certificates were duly recognized by the
churches at home when presented for membership. The
writer speaks from personal knowledge when he says that
the type of piety exhibited by the members of these army
churches was equal to the best he has ever known in our
regular pastoral charges.
The history of the world, so far as the writer knows, does
not furnish a parallel to the disbanding of the Confederate
armies. It is a well-known fact that the usual effect of great

180

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

wars is to thoroughly demoralize the soldiers engaged in the
contest. Soon after the revolutioary war a wave of infidelity swept over the United States that threatened to deluge
the land with French infidelity, but no such disastrous effects
followed the civil war between the States. While some few
may have lost their faith during the great contest, t h e great
body of the Christian men of the army returned to their
homes with as vigorous a type of piety as they carried into
the army, and thousands who left as unconverted young
men returned to their homes to gladden the hearts of their
friends by t aking their places as faithful, devoted Christians.
The Ouachita Conference during this year lost two very
valuable members by death , Duncan L. G. McKenzie and
William Winborne.
D. L. G. McKenzie was received on trial in the Arkansas
Con erence In I 53, a nd appointed to the Little Rock Circuit; in 1853, to the Camden Circuit; in 1854. to the
Brownsville Circuit; in 1855, Little Rock Circuit; in 1856,
Washington Station; in 1857, Little Rock Station; in 1858,
Little Rock Station; in 1859,1860, Little" Rock District; in
1861, 1862, Little Rock Station. This was the last appointment he received from the Conference. Soon after his app ointment in 1862 to Little Rock, he was taken seriously ill
and continuedtO grow worse until his death, wh ich o ccu rred
abou t the last days of December, at his h o me in Litt le Ro ck.
He was regarded as one of the most faithful and devoted
p reachers in the Conference, and was greatly b elove d b y all
who knew him . His ability as a preacher was of a very
high order. His pleasant manners, arden t piety and cl ear,
sou nd p reaching enabled him t o co m ma nd the at t entio n of
all classes of the pe ople, who received his ministrations with
d elight.
William Winborne .- I n the a bse nce of any information in
reference to this d ev oted se rva nt of Christ, other th an can
be obtained from the minutes, we are confined to these. At
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this session of the Conference there were no memoirs furnished for insertion in the minutes. The minutes show that
he was received on trial in the Ouachita Conference in 1854
and appornted to the Hampton Circuit; in 1856, to the Warren Circuit; in 1857, Ouachita Circuit; in 1858, Ouachita
Circuit; in 1859, Center Point Circu it; in 1860, 1861, Clark
Circuit; in 1862, Clark African Mission. He was a faithful,
devoted minister of the gospel. I have been informed by
one who knew him well that he was a preacher of great zeal
and boldness, and fearless in his reproof of sin. His courage was so tempered by gentleness a nd love that it won the
hearts of those who heard him. His son, Finch Winborne,
now a member of the Texas Conference, was for several
years a member of the Little Rock Conference.
A couple of incidents occurred at the session of the Ouachita Conference for this year that shows the intensely conservative spirit of the body at that time. On account of
the disturbed condition of the country the Conference had not
been favored with the presence of a Bishop for several years,
and in consequence there were a number of young men who
had been elected to deacons and elders' orders who had not
received ordination. A resolution was introduced to re quest the President of th e Conference to proceed to the ordina t ion of these young men. It was argued at length by
some of the members of the body, who claimed that the exigencies of the case demanded it, and th at it was in fu ll accord with t he spi rit of M etho dis m, but t he proposition was
p ro m p tl y voted do wn b y the Conference as a violation of
th e law of the Church , wh ich mu st be obeyed as long as the
Con feren ce rema ined a part o f the Methodist Chu rch.
The other case w as where a y ou ng preacher wit h in the
F e deral lin es ha d taken the oa t h of allegi anc e to the Federal government. A re solution of censure was introduced,
but wa s vot ed down, up on the ground that this wa s purely
a political question with which the Conference had no juris-
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diction; that it did not involve moral character. It is certainly a matter of gratitude to us at this day to know that
in the darkest hour of the country's history, the Church was
able to maintain it s attitude of a non-political Church; that
while its membership we re true to their country as citizens.
that as a Church they were equally faithful to the teachings
of our Divine Lord.
The Arkansas Conference for 1864 met at Jacksonport.
October 26 and 27. It will be seen from the disturbed condition of the country that the Conference remained in session
but two days, and a large number of the preachers were
unable to be present.
No Bishop being present, John CowIe was elected President of the Conference. There were no admissions on trial
and no transfers to the Conference.
W. M. Robins, Josiah Williams and Benoni Harris were
chaplains in the Confederate States army. Lewis P. Lively,
George Shaeffer and Green Boyd were transferred to the
Texas Conference.
There was one death during the year, which occurred
under-the-most
.nful and distressing circumstances:
John H. Rice as born in Middle Tennessee, December
26, I 2 , professed religion and joined the Methodist
Church in 1839. He was licensed to preach on the Hickory
Creek Circuit, Tennessee Conference, June 10, 1848. He
was admitted on trial in the Arkansas Conference, at Batesville, Ark., November 9. 1849. He was ordained Deacon in
1851, and was ordained an Elder in 1853. He traveled the
following circuits in the order named: Benton, Ouachita,
Smithville, Lewisburg, Benton, Helena Station, Lawrenceville, Batesville Station.
In 1863 h~as appointed chaplain to Col. Shaver's regiment in the Confederate service, and did faithful service in
that position until his~, which occurred March 25,

~
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_ 1864. The following is the account given of his cruel and
untimely death:
Brother Rice by some means had been cut off from his
own command, and had been with Major Rutherford's battalion in the capacity of chaplain. A detachment had been
sent to reconnoiter the Federal camp at Batesville. On
their return their camp was surprised by a detachment of
seventy-five men from companies Band C, of the Second
Arkansas United States Volunteers, Col. Phelps. Brother
Rice attempted to escape, but having his horse shot from
under him, immediately surrendered. The captain commanding rushed upon him, and with bitter oaths refused to recog.
nize his surrender,
and told him he had to die. Brother
Rice-;Sked him for time to pray. The fiendish answer was,
"It is too late to pray now." Rice fell upon his knees, and
. raising both hands made a Masonic appeal to him, and
commenced praying, at which time the Captain shot him
twice through the head with a navy pistol; one ball entering
a little behind the corner of the mouth, and coming out
directly on the other side. He was then robbed and stripped and left in the woods to rot.
~rother Rice was an unarmed Confederate chaplain, in
the regular performance of his duties as such. For many
years he had been a faithful minister of the gospel in the
Arkansas Conference, and was held in high esteem by his
brethren. The fact that he was appointed to some of the
most prominent charges in the Conference was an evidence
of the confidence that was reposed in his ability and fidelity
to the Church of Christ.
The Ouachita Conference for 1864 was held at Columbia
camp-ground, William P. Ratcliffe, President, and James
E. Cobb, Secretary.
The following were admitted on trial in the Conference:
Edward R. Barcus, Charles A. Williams and George Evans.
Of this number, Edward R. Barcus remained in the Confer-
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ence until 1871, when he transferred to one of the T ex as
Conferences, where he is now a useful and honored member.
Charles A. Williams lo cated in 1868, a nd is now a useful
local preacher within the bounds of the Pine Bluff District.
George W. Evans transferred in 1870 to the Western Conference.
There were three deaths during this year, Jesse S. MeAllister, James M. Lee and Littleton H. Johnson.
Jesse S. McAllister was received on trial in the Indian
Mission Conference, in 1847, and appointed to the New
Hope Female School and Station. In 1849 he was transferred to the Arkansas Co nfe re nc e, and appointed to Elm
Springs Academy, where he remained until 1854, when he
was appointed Superintendent of Crawford Institute. In
1856 he was transferred to the Ouachita Conference, an d
appointed to a professorship in Tulip Female College, which
position he held until the school was broken up by the war.
His health failing, he was granted a superannuated relation
in 1863, when his health cont inued to decline until his death,
which occurred during the year 1864. Jesse McAllister was
a preacher of very superior a bility, and was noted for his
amiable disposition and fine ' so cial qualities. He was everywhere recognized as a refined, cultivated, Ch ristian minist er, and superior educator. T h e growing popularity of T ulip Female College was larg ely due to th e p resence of J ess e
McAlliste r as one of th e teachers in the institution.
J a mes M . Lee was ad mitted on trial in 1860, a nd was regarde d as a y oung preacher of very s up erio r promise.
Littleto n Johnson was received o n t ria l in t he O ua chita
Conference in 1854, a nd appointed to Perryville Mission;
in 1855 , Napoleon Mission ; in 1856, Saline Mission; in
1857, Perry ville Circuit ; in 1858, R ockport Circuit; in 1859,
DeWitt Circuit ; in 1860, O akland Grove Circuit; in 186 1,
Old River. In 1862 he was appointed chaplain of a regiment in the C onfederate army, which position he retained
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until the time of his death. He was a plain, practical and
useful preacher, one who enjoyed the esteem of his brethren.
The ear 1864 cl osed with the dark clouds of despair
resting upon the country. All hop; of success had been
abandoned by all except a very fe w san guine p ersons.
Nothing but a sense of honor kept the soldiers to their
places in the field. The leaders were without any definite
plan, simply waiting for something to transpire that might
possibly avert the doom that seemed to be hanging over the
country. Every available soldier h ad b een called t o the
field, and none were left at home except a few old and feeble
men, and boys who were too young to go into the army.
Many of the appointments for this year we re merely
nominal, for such was the disturbed condition of the country that many of the preachers, especially in the northern
part of the State, were unable to reach their appointments.
The minutes for the Arkansas Conference show that there
were no reports from the charges; while the reports from
the Ouachita Conference were very imperfect.
The minutes show the following ch aplains in the Confederate army for this year: Benoni Harris, W. M. Robbins,
Josiah Williams, A. R. Winfield, Horace Jewell, E. R. Harris~W. A. Chamberlain , M. H. Wells, J. R. Harvey, B. G .
.--Johnson, W. J . Davis, Geo. W. Evans, H. D. McKennon,
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James E. Cobb.
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CHAPTE R XVI.
CONFERENCE S ESS IONS OF 1865 -ADMISSIONS ON TR IALTHOMAS H OWARD-S. G. COLBURN- J OHN H . RIG GINGEORGE BUTLER-TR ANSFERS-OBITUARY N OTICE-CONFERENCE ROLL.
In th e sp rin g of 186 5 the great war be tween th e States
c am e t o a cl os e. The a rmies of Lee a nd Johnson had already been surrendered, when Gen. Kirby Smith surrender~_e-=-a_r_m_i~e_s_o-.:f_t.:..:h.;e:..,...::T.:..:r~a n s- M ississ ippi.De art me nt
il
26tn . " T h e troops wh o were s urre ndered by these com"man ds set out to make their way homeward by whatever
means they could, m any of them b eing long distances from
home and without a cent of money t o aid them in their return, but walking or riding-singly or in squads-as they
had done when soldiers, and being assisted by the usual
hospitality of the country through which they passed, a
people who made it a practice to divide the last loaf with a
Confederate soldier, they eventually came to their journey's
end.
" The restoration of peace found the people of Arkansas
almost broken in fortune.
In the progress of the war
farms had been ruined, barns, fences and houses destroyed,
stock carried off or killed; for such of them as had conducted mercantile or other business, all business connections
had long ago terminated; slaves which had constituted the
chief element of property had been liberated. and there was
literally nothing left them in the way of their former possessions; but thoroughly accepting the situation, they set
to work wherever they could.with resolute purpose to the
grave task of rebuilding their private fortunes. Turning
their hands to whatever occupation presented itself, men ad-
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dressed themselves eve ryw he re t o the pressing subject of
earning a livelihood. " The Church h ad s uffered in common
with the co unt ry in th e loss o f men and prop erty . Not
only h ad a ll improv ements a nd aggressive m ov ements been
suspen ded, but there h a d b een g rea t destru cti on of Church
property, a nd in its im pover ished cond itio n t he Church wa s
not abl e t o s upply th e loss.
The th irtie t h session of th e Arkansas Co nfere nce met at
Jonesboro, Octob er 4, 1865, J ohn M. Steele, Preside nt.
Th ere was one ad mission on trial, T h om a s H . Howard.
The Ouachita C onfere nc e for this year met at El D ora do,
Andrew Hunter, Pres ident.
There we re six a d miss io ns on trial , Samuel G. Colburn,
Joh n H. Ri g g in, Benj amin O . D av i , J ames Stincil, George
E. Butler a nd William C. A da ms . Ge orge W. Primrose was
re ceived by tran sfer from th e Miss ouri Conferen ce.
Th ere was one death during the y ea r in the Arkansas
Conference-Joseph W . B issell.
He was born in Nash
County, N orth Carolina, about the year 1835. He wa s
licensed to preach in 1858 and ad mitt ed on trial in the Arkansas Conference at Van Buren, Ark., November, 1860,.
and appointed to the Rowesville Circuit ; in 1861 , to the
Dard anelle Circuit; in 1862 and 1863, to the Gainesville
Circu it; in 1864, to the Big Creek Circuit, where he died
August 25, 1865. Such was his fidelity to the Church and
his acceptability on all the fields where he had labored that
he commanded the esteem of all who knew him.
The returns for this year are so imperfect that it is impossible to give a satisfactory report of the numbers within
the Church. There were thirty-nine traveling preachers in
connection with the Conference. In 1860 there were fifty
traveling preachers in the Conference, showing a loss of
eleven traveling preachers during the five years of the war.
The Ouachita Conference in 1860 reported eighty-onetraveling preachers, showing a loss of twenty-three traveling
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p reachers d uring th is t ime . As t h e re are no reporte d stat is t ics for this year it is impossible to ascertain the numbe r
of members within the State at this time. Enough is known
however, to asce rtain that there had been a great decreas e
du ring the four years that the war was raging throughout
the State. All the charges had been greatly depleted and
impoverished, and in some instances they had been totally
destroyed. In many instances it was like the complete reorganization of the Ch urch, and in a few ins tances the societies were completely blotted out of existence.
When the preachers met at Conference it was with mingled
feelings of joy and sadness. They were rejoiced to meet
each other again in Conference after the desolations of the
past, and to praise the good Providence of God , that had
b rought them safely through the terrible ordeal, but they
were filled with sadness at t he desolations that had come
upon the Church, and at the recollections of the losses they
had sustained du ring the four years of conflict-there were
so many friendly voices that had b ee n hushed in death .
The Methodist Chu rch was no t a lone in t he losses sustained; every other de nomination s uffered as greatly from
the same causes. T he peculiar organization of t he Methodist Church enabled it to reo rganize more rapidly than some
o thers. In a very short time the en tire machinery of the
C hurch was in s uccessful operation . T h e d istricts, cir cu it s, and
station s were b eing filled by earnes t, devoted men; the scattered me mbership of the Church were being gath ered t ogether
and reorga nized into societies . The hun dreds of converts that
had united with the A rmy Church d uring the war, u nited
with the home churches and contributed largely t o the establishment of the Church u pon a firm base for future work .
Many o f these converts in the Army Church proved to be
v e ry valuable a cq uisitio ns to the Church in t ime of peace.
During this y ear there were quite a number of revivals
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througho u t the State, t hat greatly strengthened and enco uraged the Church.
The Church had been without the presence of a Bishop in
the State for four years, and in consequence there we re a
number of the preachers who were entitled to ordination,
and had not received it, and in consequence, in some instances the Church had suffered fur lack of ministers, au thorized to administer t h e sacraments.
At the Conference in 1863 the necessity for the ordination
of the younger preachers was felt to be so great that a number of the most influen tial preachers of the Ouachita Conference supporte d a resolution to the effect that the President of the Conference, in the absence of the Bishop, be requested to ordain the candidates for deacons' and elders'
orders. At one time it was thought that the motion would
prevail, but better counsels finally prevailed, and the motion
was defeated.
An incident occurred at that same Conference that shows
how intensely co nse rvat ive the Conference of that day was
on all q ue stio ns of mere civil policy. O ne of the young
p reachers who had been within the Federal lines took the
oath of allgiance to the Fe deral government. A resol ut io n
........
of censure was introdu ced a nd warmly supported by a numbe r o f th e b rethre n, b ut was finally defeated by th e Confe rence, o n t h e gro und that h oweve r impro per the a ct might
h ave bee n, as a pulitical actio n, it was on e of those nest" ons
wit h wh ic h t h e Chu rc h h ad no jurisdic ti o n, a nd there fore th e
Conferen ce, as a rel igi o us b o dy , h ad no right t o deliver a n
opin io n .
It is a matter o f pro fo u nd gratitu d e to G od t hat in th e
m idst o f the m ost inten se excite m e nt the C h urch wa s a b le
to maintain its hi gh posi tio n o n all me rel y p olitical a n d
civil questions, and that its reco rd a s a non-political Church
h as never been broken. H owever intensely the individual
members o f the Church may feel o n a ny p olitical questi on.

-
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this feeling is never carried into the Conferences of the
Church.
As this was the beginning of a new era in the history of
the Church in Arkansas, a list of the two Conferences will
be of interest to many. The roll for the Arkansas Conference reads for the year 1865: John M. Steele, William A .
Co b, Burwell Lee, Robert J. Brittain, William T. Noe,
George A. Dannelly, John Rhyne, Ed. T. Jones, John J.
Roberts, James C. Beckham, Hy. Y. Garrison, Thomas H.
Howard, James Mackey, William Shepherd, M. H. McMurtry, John Cowie, Benoni Harris, Daniel W. Evans, John W.
Patton, Richard H. Dodson, Moses C. Morris, W. R. Foster,
F. W. Thacker, Benjamin F. Hall, H. A. Barnett,
C. N. McGuire, John M. Clayton, H. M. Granade, Isaac
L. Hicks, William R. Knowlton, Mortimer B. Pearson, Russell Reneau, Richard W. Hammett, William Wilson, Francis
M. Moore, Jacob W. Shook, Wil1iam M. Robbins, A. W. C.
Drake, Jesse Griffin.
The roll for the Ouachita Conference was: William P.
RatcIl'ffe;" Andrew Hunter, A. R. Winfield, A. B. Winfield,
John H. Blakeley, John Harris, Alexander Avery, Robert
L. Jones, Jerome B. Annis, A. H. Kennedy, James E. Caldwell, Lewis Garrett, Richard F. Colburn, E. N. Watson, J.
W. Brandon, H. D. McKennon, C. M. Slover, Britton G.
Johnson, W. R. J. Husbands, Cadesman Pope, E. L. Gaddie,
C. M. Gentry, B. C. Weir, George W. Primrose, Elijah
Crowson, John N. Doyle, T. B. Atterbury, James R. Harvey, E. R. Barcus, William C. Adams, B. O. Davis, Josiah
Greer, Horace Jewell, Samuel Moore, Burton Williams, J.
C. L. Aikin, M. C. Manley, C. O. Steele, William Moore,
James P. Hulse, John H. Blakely, Thomas Hunt, William J.
Scott, Joseph G. Ward, M. Turner, John P. Holmes, Thomas
W. Hayes, James F. Hall, George W. Evans, F. M. Rhodes,
J. M. Stephenson, R. P. Davies, John Pryor, E. R. Harrison,
John F. Riggin, J. A. Clower, James A. Stincil, Charles A.
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Williams, John Dickson, William A. Chamberlain, Samuel
G. Colburn, J. A. Stanley, George E. Butler.
An examination of the roll of the Conferences now will
show that a very large part of those whose names were on
the roll in 1865 have passed away.
Of the sixty-two
preachers of the Little Rock Conference who received appointments at the Conference of 1865, only eleven are at this
date (1892) members of that body. Of the remainder, fifteen
have either transferred to other Conferences or located,
while thirty-six have gone to their final reward.
The statistics of the Arkansas and White River Conferences will show a similar condition of change. Of those
that remain the larger part have grown old, and have in a
measure retired from the active work of the Church, and a
new generation have come upon the stage of action. "God
buries his workmen," but his work goes forward with increased interest in the hands of younger and stronger men.

CHAPTER

GENERAL

CONFERENCE

OF

XVII.

1866 -

CHANGES WROUGHT BY THE WAR -

NEW

DEPARTURE-

LAY DELEGATION-

DISTRICT CONFERENCES-ELECTION OF BISHOPS WIGHTMAN, DAGGETT, MCTYERE, MARVIN.

The great changes through which the co unt ry passed during the civil war from 1861 to 1865, must of necessity leave
their impress upon all the institutions of the Church. The
immediate and unconditional emancipation of 4, 000,000 of
slaves was an event of no ordinary magnitude. It disorganized for the time being the whole labor system of the So uth,
and as our Church was principally co nfined to th is p o rti on
of the country it was mo re seriously affected by the d isasters of the war than other Chu rch organizations. There had
been no session of the Gener al Conference sin ce 1858; the
Co nference c f 1862 failed to meet on a ccoun t of t he di stui bed condition of the country.
It was thought by many
that the changed condition of the c ou nt ry would d e ma nd a
change in the organization of the Church. Many suggestio ns we re made, and ma ny o utsiders, es pe cially po liti cal
editors, were anxious to see a reunion o f t h e Churches
North and So ut h. It was in th e mi dst of th is c on fusio n
a nd uncertainty th at the General Con feren ce o f 1866 met in
th e City of New O rle ans. Th e delegates from A rka nsas
we re , for the Ou ach it a Conference, Will iam P. Ratcliffe,
Andre w H unte r , A. R . Winfi el d and Jam es E. Cobb; for
the Arkansas Conference, John M. Steele, J . M. P . Hickerson a nd Ed. T. Jones.
In their o pening address to the Conference the B ishops
said:
" If we are to judge of the tone of the religious press and
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the action of many of our Conferences, great concern is felt
in respect to certain changes in our economy. It is obviously unbecoming in us as Bishops to occupy any other than
an impartial relation to these matters. But we take this
occasion to urge upon you the importance of giving these
subjects your sober and prayerful consideration. From our
extensive observation of the state and wants of the Church,
we hesitate not to say, that some .improvement in our economy may be wisely und ertaken at this time. Well for us if
we can happily avoid extremes, and do neither to o little nor
to o much. L et us remember that wh ile innovations are not
necessarily improvements, wisdom may demand, in the department of ecclesiastical expediency, new applications and
developments of fundamental principles." The Conference
appointed a new Committee on Changes of Economy composed of one member from each one of the Annual Conferences. This of itself was a departure from the old methods.
A large number of petitions, mem orials and resolutions were
sent to this committee, a nd for a time it looked as though
the most radical changes would be made in the economy of
the Church; but such was the conservative spirit of the Conference that no changes were made except such as the
changed condition of the country seemed to demand.
Oue of the changes proposed was the name of the Church
from Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to Episcopal
Methodist Church. It passed by a large majority in theConference, but it failed to receive the three-fourths majority
in the Annual Conferences to which it was referred.
Previous to this Conference, attendance upon the class
meeting was by law a test of membership, but at this Conference this test of membership was removed and attendance
upon the class-meeting was left to the voluntary action of
the individual. This, however, was no very great change,
as the law making it a test of membership had been a dead
letter for many years.
13-M
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The Conference also abolished the six months probation
for membership in the Church.
The system of District Conferences was established and
made a part of the Church polity. This was not exactly a
new feature in the polity of the Church, as District Conferences were held from 1820 to 1836.
Another very important feature in the economy of the
Church was the introduction of laymen into the various
Conferences of the Church. Twenty-six years have now
passed since these changes were made, and they have stood
the test of time, and the wisdom of the Conference in
their adoption has been fully vindicated. Great fear was
expressed by many of the more conservative of the membership of the Church that the lay delegates in the Conferences
would imperil the stability of the organization by extreme
radical measures upon many questions; but it has been frequently remarked that as a class they are more conservative
than the ministry and less inclined to changes of polity.
The Episcopacy had been greatly weakened by the death
of Bishop Soule, and the great feebleness on account of age
in Bishops Early and Andrew, so that the election of four
new Bishops was regarded as a necessity for the welfare of
the Church. Holland N. McTyiere, William M. Wightman,
David S . Daggett and Enoch M. Marvin were elected to the
Episcopacy. A better selection could not have been made.
The name of the Ouachita Conference was changed at
this session to Little Rock Conference, as being more expressive of its geographical position.
The Little Rock Conference for 1866 met at Arkadelphia,
Bishop Pierce, presiding.
The following were admitted on trial: James Stincil and
Jonathan Clower. By transfer, W. H. Browning.
The ' Arkansas Conference for this year met at Searcy.
There was one admission on trial, Thomas Howard.
This was the first time in a number of years that the Con-

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

195

ferences in Arkansas had received an official visit from one
'Of the Bishops of the Church. The Church from this time
began to take courage, and to adjust itself to the changed
condition of the country.
The various interests of the
Church began to receive more attention at the hands of the
preachers and people.
The Little Rock Conference for the year 1867 met at Des
Arc, Bishop Marvin presiding. This was his first visit to
the State since his election to the Episcopacy. His visit to
the Arkansas Conference was hailed with delight by hun.d reds who had heard him during the war. We have had
occasion to speak of his earnest and successful labors among
the soldiers and of the great esteem in which he was held
by them. When the news of his election to the Episcopacy
reached the Church in Arkansas there was a great desire
upon the part of the preachers and people to see and hear
him again, During this visit to the Arkansas Conference
the expectations of the people wert: fully met both in the
pulpit and in the chair.
The admissions on trial were R. W. Massey and William
O. Lanier. R. W. Massey traveled for a few years and located. William O. Lanier discontinued in 1870.
At this session an incident occurred that shows that the
Conferences of the present day are much more rigid in the
enforcement of discipline than the Conferences of that day.
At the Conference of 1866 Horace Jewell was appointed to
the Monticello Station and refused to go to his work, but
immediately went to Louisiana and was appointed to Monroe. When the Conference met in Des Arc his name was
called and a vote of censure was had, after which his character was passed, and he was transferred to the Louisiana
Conference. Within recent years several members of different Annual Conferences have been suspended for the same
offense. Some allowance perhaps was made for the peculiar
.circurnsta nces that existed at that time.
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This was the first time in the history of the Church in
Arkansas that lay delegates had been admitted to seats in
the Conference. There were some who entertained grave
doubts as to the propriety of the measure, but the most
timid soon became convinced of the wisdom of the plan,
and our lay brethren by their wise and conservative counsels have fully justified the wisdom of their admission into
the Conferences of the Church. Upon several occasions
their wise conservatism has saved the Church from hasty
and inconsiderate action. A little more than tw enty-five
years have passed and our lay brethren are everywhere
recognized as important factors in all our Conferences, and
have largely aided in the gr~wth and development of every
interest of the Church.
At this session of this Conference there arose considerable
discussion in reference to the use of tobacco. The following resolution was finally adopted:
"Seeing the tendenty of the Church to needless self.
indulgence and softness, we say to clergy and laity that at
this time there is a great evil in the Church, in the use of
snuff and tobacco, and that there is now more money spent
in that needless self-indulgence than is raised for all the benevolent charities of the Church; therefore, be it
"Resolved, That we will use all means in our power to
dissuade our members from the use of the same, and that
the moral influence of the Church be against it."
At the same session of the Conference there was quite a
spirited discussion about the use of organs and choirs in the
Church. The Conference finally adopted this resolution:
" That we disapprove of the use of choirs and instruments
of music in our churches, believing that they tend to formality
in worship, and the destruction of congregational singing."
Pending the discussion of the question the following question of law was propounded to the Bishop for an Episcopal
decision:
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" Is it not in accordance with the discipline of the Church
for any individual society that may see proper to have an
organ and choir?"
Answer: "There is no specific law of the discipline depriving individual societies of the right to regulate their own
church music; but the spirit of the discipline, chap. 3, sec.
4, ques. 2, ans. 4-7, is against the introduction of choirs and
organs. [Signed]
E. M. MARVIN."
Both parties regarded the decision as favorable to their
views, so the decision had no effect upon the question in any
manner whatever.
In the meantime, the custom of using the organ in the services of the Church has grown until they have been placed
in all our churches in the cities and towns and in a great
many of our country places. The opposition to the organ
has well-nigh ceased, and the controversy over its introduction into the Church will have been forgotten, or remembered only as a thing of the past.
The Arkansas Conference for this year met at Searcy,
Bishop Marvin presiding.
The admissions on trial were Robert A. Allison, William
W. Gillispie, W. M. Watson, G. W. Stewart, William R.
Young, Van Buren Tate, Stephen P. Hicks, John H. Dye,
A. Mathis, R. H. Young, A. C. Ray, David Sturdy, C. S.
Floyd. Of this number several have become prominent in
the work of the Church in Arkansas. Robert A. Allison
traveled for several years, doing faithful service, and located
in 1872. W. W. Gillispie died in 1872, after a few years of
faithful service. W. M. Watson is a faithful and devoted
member of the White River Conference, and enjoys the esteem and confidence of his brethren. G. W. Stewart was
discontinued in I869. Van Buren Tate located in 1873.
Stephen P. Hicks transferred to the Indian Mission Conference. John H. Dye is an honored member of the White
River Conference, and is at this time President of Galloway

..
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Female College. Dr. Dye has filled a number of very important positions in the Church, and has been for a number
of years the Superintendent of the State School for the
Blind. A. C. Ray located in 1874, after eight years of
faithful service.
The statistical report for this year shows a membership of
13,056 white members for the Arkansas Conference, and 841 Z
white members for the Little Rock Conference.
The Arkansas Conference for 1868 met at Jacksonport.
Bishop Pierce presiding.
The following preachers were received on trial at this
Conference: Henry P. Clay, N . E. Fair, F. A. Ellis, George
F. Fair, C. H. Ford, William H. Martin, C. S. Floyd, J. H.
Porter, A. H. Goodloe, B. H. Young, W. R. Young. Of
this number there is not one in the traveling connection in
Arkansas. They have either transferred to other Conferences or they have located, or they have been removed by
death. A. T. Goodloe transferred to the Tennessee Conference in 1869. H. P.Clay was discontinued in 1870. F. A.
Ellis located in 1873. C. H. Ford located in 1891. N. E.
Fair and W. R . Young located in 1870.
The Little Rock Conference for this year met in the Town
of Warren. Bishop Pierce presided at this Conference
again to the great pleasure of the preachers and people.
The admissions on trial were James A. Anderson, Ambrose D. Jenkins, William O. Lanier, Thomas H . Ware, W.
H. H. Biggs, 1'\. S. Burnett., George Hare, Leonard M .
Chandler and William R . Bayliss.
The transfers to the Conference were William C. Hearn,
William J. Davis and Henry B. Frazee. Of this number A.
D . Jenkins, William J. Davis and Thomas H. Ware are
members of the Little Rock Conference; William O. Lanier
discontinued in 1870; George Hare located in 1880, and engaged in the practice of medicine; Leonard M. Chandler
died in 1871; W. H. H. Biggs transferred to one of the Texas
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Conferences in 1874; Henry B. Frazee transferred to the
Florida Conference in 1875; William C. Hearn transferred
to the Denver Conference in 1874; James A. Anderson transferred to the White River Conference in [882, and continued
in that Conference until his death in 1885.
The minutes of the White River Conference for 1885 contained the following memoir:
" James A. Anderson was admitted on trial in the Little
Rock Conference in 1868 and appointed to the Brownsville
Circuit; ordained Deacon in 1870 and Elder in 1872. In
1882 he was transferred to the White River Conference,
where he continued to travel until his death, June 5, 1885.
He was a deeply pious and useful preacher, and was greatly
esteemed by all who knew him as a man of great moral
worth. To one who visited him during his last illness' he
said his heart was in the work of saving souls, and if it was
God's will he would like to be restored so that he could
call sinners to repentance, but he was resigned to the will
of God.' He was never married, and at the time of his
death was 54 years old. He belonged to that honored
class of plain, humble, faithful men whose record is in the
hearts of those who knew him best, and in the book of life
to be revealed in the last day."
NECROLOGY.

There are periods in the history of church and community when the death of a prominent citizen or an honored
and efficient minister marks an era in the history of that
community and church. The year 1868 was such a period
in the history of Methodism in Arkansas, when one of the
most noted, honored and talented preachers in the State
passed to his reward.
At such periods we do well to pause for the time and
study the lives of such men, and learn something of the
great secret of their power, and note the impress that they
have left upon society.
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To write the life of William P. Ratcliffe would be in a
large measure to write the history of the Church in Arkansas from 1834, the date of his entrance into the Conference,
until his death in 1868. At the session of the Tennessee
Conference, which met at Pulaski, Tennessee, November 6,
1833, a young preacher was received 011 trial, and transferred
to the Missouri Conference, who was destined to exert as
great an influence upon the destinies of Methodism in Arkansas as anyone man that ever labored in the State.
William P. Ratcliffe possessed in a very large degree
many of the qualities that should enter into a successful
itinerant Methodist preacher. His physical, mental and
spiritual qualifications were of the highest order. He was a
man of great physical endurance and commanding personal
appearance. In social life there was a happy combination
of dignity of character and affability of manners that won
the respect of all with whom he came in contact. His
scholastic attainments were very good for that early day.
and being a close student and possessing a strong, vigorous
intellect he amassed a large fund of valuable information,
He was a close, accurate thinker, and his sound practical
judgment made him a valuable and safe counsellor on all
difficult questions. His preaching was very practical; the
theories upon which he delighted to dwell were the plain,
practical duties of religion, which he enforced with great
spiritual power. Upon occasion, however, he could defend
the great doctrines of the Church. Such was his accurate
knowledge of the doctrines of the Church, and such was the
logical order of his mind, that he was able to present them
with great clearness. His rule was to make careful preparation for the pulpit. But few men relied as implicitly upon
the help of the Holy Spirit in preaching the W ord; but with
him this did not preclude the necessity of careful preparation . Upon one occasion he was unexpectedly called upon
to preach, and after having preached what the congregation
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thought was a very good sermon, he apologized for its
length by stating that if he had had more time for preparation
he would have been able to condense it into smaller sp ac e .
Althoug-h he was not an orator in the usual sense o f that
term, he was an attractive preacher. His easy, dignified
manner in the pulpit, clear, strong voice, his ready command
of the purest English language, and close logical reasoning,
made him an attractive and pleasant speaker. Then his
great earnestness, pathos and tenderness, brought his hearers
into closest sympathy with himself.
He spent much of his time in prayer, and was a firm believer and strong advocate of the doctrine of Christian perfection. At times his faith would rise to such sublime
heights that his preaching, and the force of his example,
would carry conviction to the hearts of all who came within
the circle of his influence.
The following obituary notices were furnished for insertion
in the minutes:
" William P. Ratcliffe.- The subject of this memoir was
born in Williamsburg, Va., February 18, 1810. His parents
were pious and in early life instilled religious principles into
their son. His earthly father he claimed as his spiritual
father. He was converted to God in Obion County, Tennessee, in 1832, and was admitted into the traveling connection in the fall of 1834. He was transferred to the Missouri Conference, which at that time embraced the Territory
of Arkansas; he was admitted into full connection at the
Arkansas Conference, which held its first session at Batesville in 1836. He was happily married to Miss Mary Cummins at Little Rock, where he was stationed that year. For
more than thirty years he labored faithfully to build up
all the interests of Methodism in Arkansas, nearly all the
while in regular work, filling circuits, stations and districts.
Always promptly at his post and faithful to his work, success attended his labors wherever he went. A plain, prac-
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tical, earnest preacher, a zealous and devoted adherent to
all the doctrines of Methodism, he fully subscribed to all our
laws and regulations. He was a man of strong faith, nourished by constant, earnest prayer. Of him it m ay be truly
said, • He went about doing good.' He was appointed
Bible agent in 1866 at our Conference at Arkadelphia, and
none ever had a better. Truly it may be said of him ; • He
died at his post.' He closed his earthly career in the Village of Mount Ida, Montgomery County, May I, 1868. while
engaged in his work as agent of the American Bible Society."
William P. Ratcliffe filled so large a space in the history
of our Church in Arkansas that justice to his memory and
fidelity to the truth of history, requires a more extended notice of this eminent servant of Christ and the Church. His
old friend and companion in toil, Dr. Hunter, has furnished!
the following tribute to the memory of this eminent man:
"From the time William P. Ratcliffe entered upon the
'work of the ministry in Arkansas, no man among us occupied a more prominent place. The first Conference it was
my privilege to attend was in the fall of 1837 in Little Rock;
Bishop Andrew was President, Brother Ratcliffe was Secretary, and he continued to occupy that place as long as he
lived, with a few exceptions. He attained perfection almost
as a secretary of an Annual Conference. When I first knew
him he was a handsome young man, standing nearly six
feet in his boots, dark hair, carrying himself as straight as
an Indian, with a carriage and gait that would make him
in any company a gentleman. He had just closed his first
year as a station preacher, and was almost idolized by the
church people of all denominations. He and Rev. Mr.
Moore, the first pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Little
Rock, worked together in perfect harmony and a life-time
friendship sprang up between them, which has been renewed in the bright world beyond, where" friend holds fel-
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lowship with friend." During the year of which I speak he
married Miss Mary Cummins, who proved to be a helpmeet
indeed. No preacher was ever more fortunate in the selection of a companion for life; no husband and wife were
ever better mated. Bishop Andrew at that Conference
placed him on the Helena District. For four years he la-bored in that field. The district extended from the mouth
of White River on the Mississippi to the Missouri line, and
as far west as to include all the settlements on "Crowley's.
Ridge.' The Mississippi River was not leveed then, nor
were the bayous bridged then as now, and preachers had all
sorts of difficulty in keeping up their appointments. It required a man with a lion heart to keep the ranks of the itinerancy unbroken in such a country as that. They went to
their appointments in skiffs and canoes, crossed the bayous
on the backs of their horses, or if that was too hazardous
they got a few logs together, tied them with grape vines.
and went over. None of these difficulties were considered
too great to be encountered and overcome for the privilege
of preaching the gospel to those denizens of the swamps of
Eastern Arkansas. There is unwritten history here that
cannot be known by the preachers of the present day. The
heroes of the earlier days may repeat this history to us,
when we have joined them and are resting under the spreading branches of the tree of life. Ratcliffe, Brown, Steele,
Avery and many others were the 'swamp angels' of that
day, having the everlasting gospel to preach to the inhabitants of this wilderness, and right well did they do it. Revival after revival resulted from their labors; churches were
organized in what were considered the most unpromising
communities. Several preachers were raised up who ranked
with the best, and the Church was established that under
the impulse received has continued to grow and flourish as
the garden of the Lord; and in the day when results are
traced to causes, it will be seen tha t to William P. Ratcliffe
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more than any other is due the honor of establishing Meth-,
ad ism in that difficult field. More than half a Conference
rest securely under God on the territory over which Ratcliffe traveled as a Presiding Elder. The preachers there
today, dwelling under their own vine and fig tree, may
boldly say to the enemies of Methodism : • Walk about
Zion; tell the towers thereof; mark ye well her bulwarks;
consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the generations
following.' • This Go d is our God for ever and ever; he
will be our guide even unto death.'
.• As a practical preacher Ratcliffe had no superior. He
never preached any sky-scraping sermons, that left his
hearers gaping and wondering. He hid behind the cross
and always tried to make the impression that he was delivering a message from the God of heaven. Many a sinner that
had gone to church out of mere idle curiosity, or as a matter
of course, has under his preaching remained to pray. Hundreds in eternity will call him blessed. He was a born captain
of the Lord's host. Had he drifted into military life, he
would have won renown on every battlefield. Under the
first Napoleon he would have been a Marshal Ney. But his
natural impetuosity was chastened by the sanctifying power
of the spirit of God, so that all he was was on the altar of
sacrifice. He could not live without daily communion with
his Lord; hence, he prayed much. I have never been a ssociated with anyone who prayed more. Such was his constitutional temperament, that to use his own language he
could not' get along on a little religion.' He read his Bible
with prayer, he prepared his sermons with prayer, and he
could get the marrow out of a text with more aptness than
any man of his day. He was strong in the Lord; he did not
know fear. I have seen him at camp-meeting when' lewd
fellows of the baser sort,' who came for fun and frolic, were
trampling the rules of order under their feet. I have seen
him meet such men, and with his hand clasped in theirs, he
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the first horse upon which he traveled his circuits for service
in digging a cellar.
He was licensed to preach on Bush Creek Circuit, in the
State of Ohio, in 1813, and in the same autumn was received
on trial in the Ohio Conference, and appointed to Deer Creek
Circuit, with Alexander Cummings for his colleague.
As a traveling preacher he traveled in succession the following circuits: Deer Creek, Guyandotte and Mad River.
He was then transferred to the Tennessee Conference. In
1818 he was stationed in Louisville, Ky., which was for the
first time made a station. In 1823 he was stationed at Steubenville, Ohio, and during this year he was elected chaplain
of the lower house of Congress. It was during this year
that he visited Baltimore, and by his preaching produced
such a wonderful effect upon the city and surrounding country. His preaching has been described as having surpassing
eloquence and astounding power. He was next stationed
in Pittsburg. He was elected to the presidency of Madison
College in 1827. In 1832 he was elected Professor of Moral
Science and Belles Lettres in Austa College, where he remained for about ten years. After this he was elected to
the presidency of Transylvania University.
In the year 1840 the honorary degree of D. D. was conferred upon him by two colleges and universities. In 1845 he
received the title of LL. D . from LaGrange College, Alabama,
He was a delegate to the memorable General Conference
of 1844. and of the Convention of 1845, and of the General
Conference of 1846. In 1850 he was elected one of the
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In the distribution of Episcopal labors he was appointed to the St.
Louis Conference, which Conference he held at the appointed
time. At this, the only Conference he ever attended as ,
Bishop, he performed his various duties so generally to the
satisfaction of the Conference, the following commendatory
resolution was passed:
2"- 1\1

434

HISTORY OF METHODISM IN ARKANSAS.

" Resolved, By the St. Louis Annual Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, that we take great
pleasure in bearing testimony to the ability, impartiality and
urbanity with which Bishop Bascom has presided over the
deliberations of this Conference, and to the dignified and
affectionate intercourse which he has maintained with its
members, endearing him to us as one of our chief ministers.
While we record with peculiar satisfaction that ours is the
first Conference over which he has presided since his election to the office of Bishop in the Church of God, we congratulate the whole Southern Church on this acquisition to
the general superintendency, and confidently predict that
the distinguished ability which has characterized his services
in the several spheres of labor heretofore assigned him by
the Church will be eminently displayed in the new and
higher one to which she has now called him."
After the adjournment of the Conference the Bishop visited
the Indian Manual Labor School at Fort Leavenworth, "with
which," his biographer says, "he was greatly pleased." He
also visited and preached on his tour at Weston, Booneville,
Lexington and St. Louis. His last discourse was preached
in St. Louis in the afternoon of the last Sabbath in July,
1850. It was an effort of great power, and of two hours'
continuance. His text was Heb. i., I.
He is reported as arriving at Louisville on the zd of August, much debilitated from sickness and from traveling and
toil, but appeared pleasantly excited in meeting his brethren at the book-room, where he remained nearly all day, declining his dinner for the want of an appetite. Having entered his passage for his home at Lexington in the stage for
the next day, on invitation he lodged with his old friend, the
Rev. Dr. Stevenson. He attempted to take his supper, but
for want of appetite had to decline it. He retired to bed,
hoping to be better by morning, and be enabled to reach
his home. Dr. Stevenson and wife, deeply sympathizing

