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Letter from the Director
To our readers,

Thank you,

Dr. Gary Ritter, 

Gary Photo



2014 AR Report Card  | 3 

22 
High schools 
ranked in the top 

by U.S. News 

$9,457 
 K-12 Per Pupil 
Spending 

132 
Semi-Finalists 

33,213 
public schools in the state  

241
districts

8,810 
 The number of students in Arkan-

61.8%
Free/Reduced Lunch  

20.4 
Average score of 
Arkansas’ ACT 
exams 

1,852 
Average enrollment 
of school district 

68 
“Exemplary” or 
“Achieving”: 

 
Accountability 

targets  

17 
Open enrollment 
charter schools

1:14 
Teacher:
Student 

2004-05

Asian-American 
1.3%

White  
69.4%

African
American  

. %

Hispanic 
6%

Other
.6% Asian-American 

1.5%

Other
3.3%

African
American  
20.7%

Hispanic 
11.8%

Arkansas’ K-12 
Enrollment  

2013-2014 | 474,995
2004-2005 | 455,515

+4% Change 

2013-14

K-12 Enrollment Demographics

White  
62.7%
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Executive Summary

A-F grades

ACT scores in English, reading and science
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Making the Grade A-F

 Schools are awarded 

performance is worth more points! 

Are there large performance gaps 

those who are not?
are not? (Applies only to schools with 

performance targets? Points assigned for 
how many of the targets are met—

A+
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 or

 

Norfork School District

Des Arc School District

Ha s Hall Academy

District Status 

Getting Started Right!

in Arkansas, see our 
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literacy 

59%

81% 78%
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72%
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These norm-referenced 

students continued to score 

scores in 

 

In contrast to the Benchmark 

in Literacy than in math, 
on the ITBS Arkansas 

test and others that Arkansas 
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Math

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 

ITBS Math

ITBS 

Statewide 2010-2014 
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20 percentage points

Closing the GAP

69%
86%

43%

65%
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74%
90%
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as the  
Administered at the 4th and 8th 

Arkansas students consistently 

to the average than 8th grade 

Arkansas students

the most recent year that NAEP 

8th grade students scored 4 

NAEP Performance

31%

41%

26%

39%

30%

34%

28%

32%
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19%

28%
30%

34%

27%

30%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013

NAEP Grade 4 2003-2013
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Reading- US
Reading- AR
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Literacy scores demonstrated 
consistent gains, geometry scores 

Career & Technical 
Exam

exams. Over 75% of students met 

most common exams (B&M and 

Arkansas 
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75% 74% 72%
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in Arkansas

Graduation Rates

           2010-11  2011-12     2012-13 

US 79%  80% 81%

LA 71%  72% 74%

OK -  -   85%

TN 86%  87% 86%
TX 86%  88% 88%

US
81%  85%
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Arkansas K-12 School Finance

for 2013-14 was $9,457. 

$9,154
$9,042

$9,878

$9,419

$10,193

$7,500

$8,000

$8,500

$9,000

$9,500

$10,000

$10,500

Northwest Northeast Central Southwest Southeast

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

 

% Minority 30%  28%  44%  44%  52%

58%  67%  56%  68%  73%
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2013-14 

Northwest 79.5%

Northeast 74.0%

Central 73.0%

Per Pupil Expenditure____________________

$11,515

$12,219

$13,531

$13,082

$15,100
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take the ACT near the end of their high 

Arkansas students are taking the ACT than 

Arkansas’ composite score reached a 
5 year high in 2014 of 20.4. 

ACT College Readiness

ACT Score GAP 2010 and 2014

-1.2

-1.0

-0.8

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0.0
English Reading Science Composite

2010 2014

Arkansas

Percent of 2014 ACT-Tested High School 
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Do you want to learn more?  

Information & Staff

201 Graduate  

E-mail: oep@uark.edu 

Facebook: 
 

 
OEP Faculty Director 

Professor of 

OEP Faculty Fellow 
Dr. Reed Greenwood, 
Dean Emeritus

Jennifer Ash
Charlene Reid

Design Editor  
Sources:
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